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''  TjiE  usefulness  of  '  The  Olive  Brauch,*  is  »ot  wholly,  or  even  principaliy 
confined  to  one  or  two  readings.  As  a  book  of  reference,  it  is  aJntost  above  value 
M-n  who  are  engaged  continually  in  the  avocations  by  which  they  and  their  fa- 
jni  les  subsist,  cannot  be  expected  to  commit  to  memory  even  the  most  important 
parts  of  tiie  many  interesting  documents  which  relate  to  our  intercourse  with  fo- 
reign nations  ;  nor  do  they  often  collect  ai?d  preserve  these  documents  to  recur 
to  when  a  diiference  of  opinion  arises.  The  Olive  Branch  is  calculated  to  supply 
both  these  defects.  Here  the  most  important  stare  papers,  on  the  most  fli.fputed 
subjects,  are  thrown  together  and  explained  and  iUu.straled  witli  intellizence  and 
candor.  V/hen  any  dispute  occurs,  one  has  only  to  take  up  this  work,  turn  to 
the  index,  and  open  to  whatever  topic  he  desires  to  be  informed  of.  The  docu- 
ments ar«  authentic;  and  the  party  who  is  miilaken,  wiH,  if  his  mind  is  open  to 
conviction,  be  convinced  of  his  error,  and,  if  he  is  an  hones:  man,  he  will  ac- 
knowledge and  abandon  it. 

**  When  the  first  edition  of  this  work  appeared,  notwithstanding  some  errors 
and  omissions,  I  considered  it  the  br^st  political  tract  which  had  been  publisfied 
for  many  years  When  t.he  second  edition  issued  from  the  press,  1  purcliated 
liiat ;  and  found  it  amended  in  some,  and  much  improved  in  other  parlicuiars. — 
The  third  edition,  which  was,  1  understand,  print^-d  in  Bo«ton.  I  did  not  see.  ' 
But  the  fourth  edition,  which  was.  extended  to  two  volumes,  which  enlarged  on 
several  topics  ireated  on  in  the  former  cdicions,  and  embraced  several  important 
subjects  not  touched  on  in  them,  was  so  highly  satisfactory  to  me,  that  1  present- 
ed the  copies  I  had  to  some  of  my  neighbors,  who  had  not  the  ability  to  purchase 
for  themselves,  and  procured  this  for  myself.  Its  utility  to  me  has  been  very 
great.  It  has  reminded  me  of  many  things  I  had  forgotten,  and  acquainted  me 
with  many  others  I  was  ignorant  of.  1  think  tbe  same  beneficial  effects  must  be 
experienced  by  every  man  who  reads  it,  with  a  desire  to  have  his  memory  re- 
freshed, and  his  mind  enlightened.  If  our  government  is  worth  maintaininc-,  an*^ 
the  intelligence  of  the  people  is  one  of  its  safe-guards,  those  who  employ  their 
time  and  talents  in  difiu.sing  that  inteliigence  in  the  most  correct  and  acceptable 
manner  ami  form,  are  really  entitled  to  the  gr:»litudc  of  every  friend  of  the  go- 
vernment.' ' — Trenton  True  American^  May  22,  1815. 

*'  The  Olive  Branch  is  a  serious  appeal  to  the  two  great  parties  which  divide 
our  coun'ry,  on  the  necessity  of  mutual  forgivene-ss  and  harmony.  In  pursuing 
his  plaj),  the  writer  has.  with  g.eat  industry,  collected  and  arranged  his  materi- 
als ;  and  with  no  small  share  of  talent,  has  illustrated  bis  subject  in  the  most 
striking  manner,  by  arguments  drawn  from  ofScial  and  authentic  documents  of  va- 
rious  kinds — from  nati<->nal  and  state  arcliives — whethpr  as  a  repository  of  au- 
thentic facts  and  references— as  an  historical  sketch  of  the  rise  and  prosrre«s  of 
party  spirit,  from  the  consummation  of  our  independence  to  the  present  day — as 
a  memorial  which  ought  never  to  I)e  forgotten  of  the  pernicious  effects  of  that 
spirit,  when  carried  beyond  the  bounda  of  reason  and  justice.— in  short,  wheth- 
er we  view  the  Olive  Branch  as  a  political  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the  nation, 
or  as  a  record  of  historical  events,  with  which  every  American  ought  to  be  ac- 
qaaiuted— -we  considei  it  a  work  of  the  highest  value,  the  circulation  of  which 
every  friend  of  his  country  is  bound  to. promote.  , 

"  It  is  not  the  republican  alone,  who  will  derive  satisfaction  from  the  peru<;al 
of  this  volusie  The  federalist  will  find  in  it  many  egregious  faults  pfiinted  out, 
which  have  been  committed  by  the  republican  party,  both  in  the  national  and 
state  governments;  otherwi?«  the  work  would  not  be  consistent  with  its  title, 
which  is— THE  OLIVE  BR  SNCH :  OR,  F  4ULT3  OIV  Bd'KJ  SIDKS,  FED- 
ERAL \ND  DEMOCRATIC- A  SERIOOS  APPEAL  OX  THE  NECESSI- 
TY OF  .MUTUAL  FORGIVENESS  AND  RJ^RMONY  —And  it  must  be 
confessed,  that  the  best  way  to  correct  the  faults  of  both  sides,  is  to  indnoe  Iwlh, 
if  possible,  to  open  their  eyes  to  their  own  f:;!ilts,  as  well  as  to  those  of  their  op- 
ponents This  laudabJe  work  Mr.  Carey  has  the  credit  of  attempting  '. 
er  t  le  attempt  is  a  visionary  one.  or  not,  time  mjst  determine.  Ki"  \  .3, 
let  -vprv  hon^'^t,  independent  man.  of  both  parties,  re^d  the  Olive  Braoeli,  if  he 
would  know  the  whole  truth. '"~yiZ6ant/i2eg-i5fer,  June  13  1^15. 

A 


'^  in  the  warmth  and  violence  of  a  political  contest,  it  rarely  liappens  tijs-1  te- 
ther parly  is  entirely  faultless,  imperfection,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  is 
stamped  on  every  tlUBg  nuinan  :  and  the  individual,  much  more  the  party,  who 
should  claim  an  entire  <rxeniption  from  it,  would  betray  the  grossest  ignorance. — • 
in  times  of  turbulence,  however,  Few  are  sufficiently  elevated  above  ihe  influence 
of  party  passion,  to  expose  error,  wherever  found.  'Ihe  faults  of  a  favorite  pvir- 
iy  are  too  conimouly  passed  over  in  silence,  and  those  of  the  opposite,  unreason- 
ably magnitied. 

"  The  author  of  the  Olive  Branch  has  taken  a  Etand  beyond  the  reach  of  party 
influence  The  giovelling  notions  of  the  bar-room  politician  constitute  no  part 
of  his  political  system.  When,  in  his  opinion,  the  republican  administrations  or 
the  republican  party  have  deserved  censure,  he  has  freely  bestowed  it  His 
work  carries  on  its  face  the  most  convincing  proof,  not  merely  of  strength  of  ge- 
nius, and  depth  of  research,  but  the  most  stern  political  integrity." — Middhbury 
Patriot,  May,  1815. 

''  There  is  perhaps  no  book  extant,  that  in  so  small  a  compass  contains  so  great 
a  quantity  of  mon.tntous  political  tiuth.  Like  the  two  edged  -^word,  said  to 
have  been  wielded  by  the  angel  of  ligiit  against  "  Satan  and  his  angeis,"  it  dis- 
pels and  puts  to  flight  an  aimy  of  error  and  fa^jjehood." — Wttkly  Rigister,  vol. 
vii,  page  o7 1. 

*'  The  Olive  Branch,  or  faults  on  bot:i  sideij,  federal  and  democratic,  is  no  par- 
ly publication  :  it  contains  a  lucid  exau.ination  of  the  faults  of  both  parties,  and 
calls  loudly  for  union  in  defence  of  our  territory  and  the  dearest  interests  olF  all. 
We  have  never  sf-en  a  publication  in  this  c<-untry  that  so  jujtlj  merited  the  pat- 
ronage of  all.  Federajists  and  republicans  will  both  see  their  faults  clearly 
|>oinied*out  and  commented  on.  ^^ e  admire  the  independent  spirit  of  the  publi- 
cation. Although  we  do  not  subscribe  to  all  tlie  tenets,  objects  and  nccu  men- 
dations  contained  in  the  Olive  Branch,  yet  we  think  t-uch  a  publication  particu- 
iarly-valuabh  ,  as  it  coniprises  in  a  succinct  view  a  well-arranged  mass  of  public 
£.nd  political  documents  on  the  subjects  which  led  to  the  war,  particularly  that 
of  impressment,  trie  orders  in  counfil,  contipondence  oi  Mr  Erskice  and  Mr. 
Smith,  previous  to  the  war,  and  imporlaiit  correspc  ndence  between  cur  fcblic 
lynctionaries  and  those  of  tl,e  enemy  ^n^^  the  war.  Every  man  should  possess 
this  book,  and  read  it  careful!)'  tliroucl'  without  prejudice.— .Soston  FalrUt. 

•"  Before  1  proceed  further,  however,  1  must  do  justice  to  a  writer  sooliviovsly 
disinterested,  independent  and  patriohc  hs  the  author  of  the  Olive  Branch,  by 
fiaying  that  he  has  done  ample  justice  to  ihe  character  of  Mr.  JefierFon,  in  cast- 
ing back  upon  his  a.-?bi}ants  the  foul  charges  of  '  Frencli  influence  and  enmity  to 

jj-gj^.' this  he  does  in  a   manner  that  U'us    bring  conviction  home   to  every   bo- 

Eom  that  possesses  a  single  drop  of  the^miik  of  liuman  kindness  ;  and  let  me  add, 
that  the  justice  thus  done  to  that  gitat  and  good  man,  wil'  not  be  the  less  useful 
in  ccming  forth  In  a  volume  which'c£7ist-7f  ^?nf/ici«f/ecr,  and  praises  viithout  adn~ 
mion.'''' — Aurora. 

FxlractCif'a  h'ler  from  James  lifaduon.  eiq.  president  cf  ike  U.  States. 

Washing-ton,  Jan.  28.  1815. 
"  1  have  Bot  been  abk  as  yet  to  do  more  than  gJance  at  the  plan  of  ttie  work, 
-nd  run  over  a  few  of  its  pa^es.  The  course  adcpted  -oi  assembling  authentic 
and  striking  facts,  and  addressing  them  iHiparti- sly  and  indepeiidently.  but  with 
becoming  eu'phasis,  to  the  attention  of  Tiu  p ubhc,  was  best  fitted  to  render  it  a 
valuable  and  seasonable  service  j  and  it  aj^pears  that  the  tucress  cf  your  labor 
will  well  reward  the  laudable  views  with  ^hich  it  was  undertaken." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  JfJ^erson,  esq.  ex  president  of  the  U.  SfattS. 

MocJiceiio.  f  fb  9.  l'*'-6. 

<'  I  thank  you  for  the  copy  of  the  Olive  Branch  ynu  iiave  been  so  kind  as  to 
ccnd  me  Many  extracts  from  it  wh  cb  i  had  seen  in  the  new  sr  apers,  had  ej-  ited 
a  wish  to  procure  it.  A  cussory  view  over  the  work  has  conhrraed  the  opjiilm 
CEtitcd  by  the  extracts,  that  it  will  do  great  good." 


THE 


OLIYE  BRANCH  : 

OR,      y./^t^'    4)^^"^*^^' 

FAULTS  O^  BOTH  SIDES, 

FEDERAL  AND  DEMOCRATIC. 
A  SERIOUS  APPEAL  ON  THE  NECESSITY 

OF 

MUTUAL  FORGIVENESS  AND  HARMONY. 
BY  lAL  CAREY. 

-  SEVENTH  EDITlOiV,  ENLARGED. 


"  Faction  is  the  madPiessof  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  th'e  few.'^ 
"  Freuzied  be  the  head. ...palsied  be  the  hand. ...that  attempts  to  destroy 
the  union."     Gtn.  Eaton. 

'*  Truths  would  you  teaeh...  or  save  a  sinking  land  : 

'•  All  fear.... none  aid  you... .andfew  understand."     Pope. 

*•  Every  kingdom  divided  against  itself  is  brought  to  DESOLATIONJ* 

Matt.  xii.  25. 
*•  In  dissensione  nulla  salus  conspicilur."     Caesar. 

"  If  we  pay  a  proper  regard  to  truth,  we  shall  find  it  necessary  not 
only  to  condemn  our  friends  upon  some  occasions,  and  commend  our  en- 
emies, but  also  to  commend  and  condemn  the  same  persons,  as  difterent 
circumstances  may  require  :  for  as  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  tlaat  those 
wh')  are  engaged  in  great  atfairs,  should  always  be  pursuing  false  or  mis- 
taken measures,  so  neither  is  it  probable  that  their  conduct  can  at  all 
times  be  exempt  from  error."     Polybius. 

"  Neither  the  law  of  Christianity  nor  of  Reason  require?  us  to  pros- 
trate our  national  independence,  freedom,  properly  and  honor  at  the  feet  of 
vroud,  tyrannical  oppressors.''^  Address  of  Rev.  Dr.  David  Osgood.. 
May,  1798. 

"  Watch  those  ungrateful  souls  who  murmur  about  taxation  and  op- 
pression— the  burdens  of  government  and  religion.  They  have  fellowship 
with  our  enemies.  They  are  traitors  to  God  and  Christianity."  Address 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Elijah  Parish,  July  4,  IT99. 

'■'■As  citizens,  ice  ought  icilh  one  heart  to  cleave  to  and  support  our  own 
government.  It  is  a  goverJiment  of  our  ow7i  forming,  and  administered  by 
men  of  our  own  choice,^^     Sermon  by  llev.  Jedidiah  Morse,  May  %  ITOiJ, 


MIDDLEBURY,  Tt. 

PRINTED    AND  PUBLISHED   BY    WILLIAM   SLADE,  JUX, 

January,  1816. 


Lxtract  froiAgov.  Styoig^ 3  speech,  llihJan.  1806. 

**  0^3  Changes  in  tne  constitution  of  goveruoieut  are  moie  itijurious  than  in 
t'ne  s>btfcm  of  laws  :  even  a  srrviU  irCnovation  may  destroy  iU  principles.  Tiie  fra- 
jnersOi  tiie  conslilution  had  before  them  not  only  the  forms  which  haJ  been  pre- 
ferred by  the  several  etates,  but  ttiose  also  which  bt-fore  that  t.*..e  had  been  de- 
vised in  othei  ages  and  nations.  And  though  the  repeated  experiments  which 
hdve  hjjice  tiken  place  in  Europe,  aiay  suggest  matter  for  warnii-g,  they  afford 
nothing  .'or  imitation.  If,  notwithstandiii?,  it  is  found  by  experience,  tiiat  the 
coastitution  operates  very  unequally,  or  the  construction  of  any  part  is  doubtful, 
ameuduienls  may  be  nccessaiy  10  alter  or  explaiii  it.  But  it  is  in  vain  to  exput 
that  all  iviU  he  sathjied.  Free  governments  admit  of  an  endless  variety  of  modi- 
fications ;  and  the  opinions  entertained  of  Iheii  respective  merits  are  equally  va- 
rious. When  the  constitution  was  established,  perhaps  no  man  that  became  i^ub- 
jact  to  it  was  nerfecliy  pleased  with  every  part.  //  mis  the  result  of  mutual  con- 
ftisicn — a'.id  suc!i  indeed  must  always  be  tue  case  when  a  form  of  government  is 
voluntarily  accepted  by  a  community 

"  OTF'  ^^'  ^^'^  ruinds  (if  iome  mrn  there  seems  to  be  a  restlessness  which  renders 
tkirii  dii'.--'iiiifit.d  rvilk  any  uniform  course  of  things,  and  makes  them  eager  in  the 
pursuit  of  novelly.  They  abound  in  projects,  and  are  ever  meditating  :,ome  fan- 
cjfal  change  in  the  plan  (f  govcrnmerJ,  n-hich  their  imaginations  repie^ent  as  use- 
ful. But  men  qf  great  ambition  are  st'll  more  dangeroiis  ;  they  commonly  muke 
the  f aire.d  2.rt fences  to  principles,  though  they  are  aetuaied  only  by  sdf-inlerest. — 
If  the  consliiulvm  jr  larus  <f  their  Country  present  obstacles  to  the  accomplishment 
cf  their  wishes  they  employ  every  ariijir.c  to  cd'er  or  i^biAish  them  ;  and  if  indivi- 
dnaCi  opp:>se  their  Otle?npts,  they  are  equally  artful  and soliriioiis  to  destroy  their  in- 
fiiiince  and  render  them  odious  to  their  fellon  cilizens 

"  \Xy^  Few  mm,  pveu  in  a  prosperous  cominuiiity.  are  fully  satisfied  with  lieir 
ooiidit.on  .\  great  part  are  easily  induced  to  believe,  that  there  is  sonjell  ing 
viT.mg  in  tiie  governuieat  or  law-,  which  miglit  b.^  rectified  to  their  advantage. — 
Thny  therefore  readily  embrace  any  specious  piOposal  to  effect  an  alteration. 
The  crnfty  and  ambitious  k no rv  how  to  avail  themselves  of  this  di.'jposv'ion  to  change^ 
:  ad  encourage  their  folloTvtrs  to  expect  that  the  amendments  they  propose  will  per- 
fectly suit  their  case^  and  produce  the  very  blessi^igs  they  wish  :  in  this  way  they  not 
only  effect  their  inn.,  diate  object,  but  .icquire  an  iniiuence  which  enables  them 
afterwards  to  accomplish  the  mo?t  disastrous;  innovations  Such  persons  eucour- 
r-A'e  hopes  that  can  never  be  realised,  and  excite  complaints  which  the  most  wise 
^nd  benevolent  administration  i*  unable  to  remove. 

'•  Our  Torm*  of  government  are  doubtless  like  all  other  human  institutions,  im- 
pel fecc;  bur  Q;^  tbey  will  insure  the  bips^^ings  of  treed./m  to  the  citizens,  and 
prestrve  their  iranquility  as  long  as  they  are  virtuous ;  and  no  consti^uti©!!  that 
has  he  n  or  can  be  formed  will  secure  liiose  blessings  to  a  depraved  and  vicious 
people."  '' 

Extr-tcifrom  the  ans'ivcr  of  the  Masmchusetts  senate  to  ike  governor''s  speech  of 

11  th  Jan    ISOf). 

*'  rrj=>  We  shall  looV  with  a  still  more  cautious  eye  upon  every  innovation  at- 
terajj  'd  to  he  made  upon  our  national  constitution.  The  integrity,  experience, 
and  exten'^ive  information  discovered  by  tl  e  Ulustrioui!  character.*  wiio  framed 
that  valuable  instrunirnt  and  the  series  of  public  prosperity  enjoyed  under  it,  iu- 
title  it  to  our  highest  veneration  ,  its  excellence  appears  with  siiii  greater  lustre, 
when  compared  with  the  ephemeral  constitutions  ctf  tuany  nations  which  trave 
flitted  across  the  the  eye  in  rapid  succession,  and  then  sunk  into  total  oblivion. — 
We  are  not  insensible  that  our  form  of  government  must  be  imperfect,  as  was  the 
nature  of  its  auth.ors:  buC  we  recollect,  at  the  same  time,  that  rj^  any  proposed 
clteration  under  the  name  of  am'^^ndmenl  is  liable  to  the  same  impc/fection 

*■'  Belif'ving  therefore  that  QjS'  the  principles  of  the  constitution  are  as  well  ad- 
justed as  human  infirmity  will  permit,  and  that  a  small  innovation  may  essentially 
pervert  its  briginal  tendency,  we  shall  exert  ourselves  to  preserve  it  in  its  present 
form  except  in  cases  where  its  opera^jou  shall  be  f^uud  extremely  unequal  and 
oppressive." 


THIS  BOOK, 

(AS  A  MARK  OF  GRATITUDE  FOR 

INESTIMABLE  BLESSINGS  ENJOYED,  IN 

LIBERTY  OP  PERSON,  LIBERTY  OF   PROPERTY,  AND  LIBERTY 

OF  OPINIONS, 
TO  A  DEGREE  NEVER  EXCEEDED  IN  THE  WORLD,) 

IS    RESPECXrULLY    DEDICATED 

TO  A  BELOVED   BUT  BLEEDING  COUNTRY, 
TORN  IN  PIECES 

EY 

FA.CTI0U3,  DESPERATE^  CONVULSIVE,  AND  RUINOUS 
STRUGGLES  FOR  POWER^ 


IT    IB    LIKEWISE     DEDICATED      TO     THOSE 

MILLIONS  OF  HUMAN  BEINGS, 

WHO  NEITHER  HOLD  NOR  SEEK  OFFICE, 

SUT  WHO  ARE  MADE  THE    INSTRUMENTS  OF  THOSE 

WHO  DO  SEEK    THEM: 

AND  WHO,  WHILE  A  FOREIGN  ENEMY  PRESSES 

AT  THEIR  DOORS, 

ARE  ENFEEBLED  AND  KEPT  FROxM  UNION, 

TO  GRATIFY  THE  AMBITION  OP 

A  PEW  MEN, 

(:NOT  ONE  IN  FIVE  THOUSAND  OF  THE  WHOLE  COMMUNITY^ 

WHO  HAVE  BROUGHT 

TO  THE  VERY  VERGE  OP  DESTRUCTION^ 

THE  FAIREST  PROSPECT 

THAT  EVER  5H0NE  ON  ANY  NATION. 

SY  THE  AUTHOR. 

^ov,  8, 18H, 

Aa 


GO,  OLIVE  BRANCH, 

INTO  A  COMMUNITY,  WHICH  DRUGGED  INTO 

A  DEATH-LIKE    STUPOR, 

WITH  UNPARALLELED   APATHY  BEHOLDS 

THB 

PILLARS  OP  THE  GOVERNMENT  TEARING  AWAY— 

PROPERTY' SINKING  IN  VALUE— 

THE  COUNTRY 

PROSTRATE  AT  THE  FEET  OF  A  RUTHLESS  FOE, 

ANARCHY  RAPIDLY  APPROACHING, 

A  NUMBER  OF  AMBITIOUS  LEADERS,  REGARDLESS 

OF   THE 

COMMON  DANGER, 
STRUGGLING  TO  SEIZE  UPON  THE  GOVERNMENT, 

AND 

APPARENTLY  DETERMINED  THE  COUNTRY  SHALL  GO  TO 

PERDITION, 

UNLESS  THEY  CAN  POSSESS  THEMSELVES  OF  POWER  j 

AND,  WITH  THIS  VIEW,  OPPOSING  AND  DEFEATING 

EVERY  MEASURE, 

CALCULATED  TO  INSURE  OUR  SALVATION. 


APPEAL  TO  THE  PATRIOTISM, 
THE  HONOUR,  THE  FEELING,   THE  SELF-INTEREST  OF  YOUR 

READERS, 
TO  SAVE  A  NOBLE  NATION  FROM  RUIN. 
FkUada.  Jan.  4, 1815. 


PREFACE. 

TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  8,  1814* 

I  SB3MIT  this  work  to  my  fellow -citizens  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  solicitude 
and  anxiety.  The  subject  it  embraces,  and  the  objects  it  has  in  view,  are  of  iocjC' 
pressibie  magnitude.  The  subject  is  the  present  critical  situation  of  the  United 
Statea,  with  the  ciuses  that  have  led  to  that  situation  j  the  objects,  the  restoration 
©f  harmony,  and  dissipation  of  party  rage  and  rancor. 

It  cannot  be  any  longer  doubted  that  there  exists  a  conspiracy  in  New-England, 
amon^  a  few  of  the  most  wealthy  and  influential  citizens,  to  effect  a  dissolution  of 
the  union  at  every  hazard,  and  to  form  a  separate  confederacy.  This  has  beea 
assserted  by  some  of  oar  citizens  for  years,  and  strenuously  denied  by  others,  de- 
ceived by  the  mask  the  conspirators  wore,  and  their  hollow  professions  But  it 
requires  more  than  Baeotian  stupidity  and  diiluess.  to  hesitate  on  the  subject  after 
the  lateextraoidinai*y  movements,  which  cannot  possibly  have  any  other  object. 

It  is  eighteen  years  since  this  dangerous  project  was  promulgated  f  From  that 
period  to  the  present,  it  has  not  been  oae  hour  out  of  view.  And  unholy  and 
pernicious  as  was  the  end,  the  means  employed  were  at  least  equally  unholy  and 
pernicious.  Falsehood,  deception,  and  calumny,  in  turn,  havf  been  called  in  to 
aid  the  design.  The  pa'^sion?  of  the  people  have  been  kept  in  a  constant  state  of 
the  most  extravagant  excitement  Every  act  of  the  government  has  been  placed 
in  the  most  revolting  point  of  view.  And  to  the  administration  have  been  unceas- 
ingly ascribed  the  most  odious  objects,  pursued  by  the  most  detestable  means 

About  two-thirds  of  the  papers  published  in  New-England  are  opposed  to  the 
present  administration.  They  are  all  ex-par te.  I  think  it  is  doubtful  whether  a 
single  number  of  the  Centinel,  Repertory,  Boston  Gazette,  &c.  has  been  published 
Cop  years,  free  from  attacks  on  the  administration.  And  I  am  pretty  well  con- 
vinced, that  attempts  at  vindication  are  hardly  ever  allowed  a  place  The  ob- 
ject steadily,  and  invariably,  and  industriously  pursued,  is  to  run  down  the  in- 
cumbents in  oflSce  at  all  events.     To  this  every  thing  is  made  subservient. 

On  the  injustice,  the  cruelty  of  this  procedure,  it  is  needlees  to  descant.  It  is 
treating  the  highest  public  functionaries  of  the  country,  chosen  by  the  unbiassed 
suffrages  of  a  free  peeple.  worse  than  we  shouhl  treat  the  veriest  rascal  in  society. 
If  he  were  accused  of  any  crime  whatever,  his  defence  would  be  patiently  heard 
before  sentence  would  be  pronounced.  But  our  first  magistrate,  and  other  public 
ofBcers,  are  accused,  tried,  and  condemned,  without  a  possibility  of  defence. 

This  is  a  great  and  deplorable  evil — an  evil  so  inveterat'',  as  to  render  a  reme- 
dy almost  hopeless.  It  is  hardly  possible  for  any  governmenf  to  stand  against 
such  an  unjust  system.  It  is  pregnant  with  the  most  awful  consequences  to  socie- 
ty. 

I  am  not  to  be  told,  that  there  are  many  newspapers  devpted  to  the  defence  of 
the  government  as  well  as  to  ran  it  down.  This  I  well  know  ;  but  this  does  not 
remove  the  difficulty.  Such  i-  the  folly  and  madne°s  of  the  times,  that  the  mass 
©f  our  citizens  confine  themsplves  to  those  papers  calculated  to  strengthen  their 
prejudices.     They  rarely  read  defences,  if  any  appear. 

*  The  reader  is  requested,  in  reading  the  different  Prefaces,  to  pay  particular 
attention  to  their  dates. 

f  In  a  series  of  essays,  published  under  the  signature  of  Pelham,  in  the  Coa- 
necticut  Courant,  1796.    See  page  271. 
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And  t!iu3  it  is  notsurpri^^ing  tliat  those  prejudices  become  daily  more  and  more 
jnveteri.t  — and  that  throur;!)  tlie  address  and  industry  of  artful  men,  some  of  our 
citizen--  are  pn  pared  to  overturn  lliatcoastitution,  to  whose  abuse  and  perversion 
they  aricrib^  ail  those  sufferiags  which  have  really  flowed  from  the  rapacity  aud 
injustice  of  the  helh'gerents 

Besides  the  party  iu  New-England,  who  are  determined  on  a  separation  of  the 
states  fr.r  their  own  aggrruidiziuient — there  is  a  party  in  the  middle  states  equally 
dangeioug  Tliey  are  daily  engaged  in  preparing  the  public  Kiind  for  seizing  thd 
reins  of  govi mment  by  violence,  aad  expelling  the  public  functionaries. 

\^'ith  these  gentlemen^  it  is  a  favoritr  idea  to  send  the  president  to  Elba,  and 
supply  his  place  with  one  of  their  own  friends,  and  thus  save  tue  people  the  ne- 
cessity- of  another  election.  Mr.  Barent  Garienier,  of  New-York,  and  a  few  vio- 
lent men  in  congress,  are  the  most  active  of  this  party.  All  their  talents  and  in- 
dustry are  devoted  to  this  vile  purpose. 

Blood  and  murder — lanterns  and  guillotines  apart.  This  is  as  revolutionary, 
as  disorganizing,  as  Jacobinical  a  project  as  any  of  those  of  Danton,  Legendre, 
Marat,  Petioo,  or  Robespierre,  in  the  early  stages  of  the  French  revolutioH. 
And,  reader,  "  lay  not  the  flattering  undion  to  your  souW^  that  we  shall  in  thia 
event  escape  bloodshed.  It  is  as  impossible  that  such  a  flagitious  project  sliould  be 
carried  into  operation,  without  torrents  of  blood  being  8h«d,  as  that  you  can  tear 
away  the  foundations  on  which  a  mighty  edifice  rests,  without  the  edifice  itself 
crumbling  to  rnins  ;  or  that  you  can  remove  tiiP  dykes  which  oppose  the  progress 
of  a  vast  body  of  water,  and  not  have  t!ie  adjacent  country  overflowed 

With  Mr.  Gardenier,  it  is  a  favorite  phra.«e,  that  "  the  prrsent  administration 
must  come  dorvn"  This  is  quit^  explicit.  It  is  impossible  to  mistake  the  inten- 
tion or  the  mode  of  effecting  it.  The  latter  is  very  simple.  History  furnishes 
numerous  example?.  It  is  the  mode  by  which  Cromwell  expelled  the  Rump  par- 
liament, and  seized  the  reins  of  government  himself,  it  is  the  mode  by  which, 
after  the  Rubicon  was  passed,  Julius  Caesar  rose  to  power  on  the  ruins  o.*"  the 
commonwealth.  And,  to  come  to  a  later  period,  it  is  themode  whereby  Bona- 
parte made  himself  master  of  the  destinies  of  France. 

But  Mr.  Gardeni^r,  we  are  not  ripe  for  this  project  yet.  Can  you,  or  general 
Wharton,  who  has  given  the  toast—"  James  Madison,  on  the  Island  of  Elba" — 
can  you,  I  say,  be  mad  enough  to  believe  that  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  or  Pennsylvania,  will  submit  to  allow  any  band  of  desperadoes  with 
impunity  to  tear  the  highest  public  functionaries  of  the  nation  from  their  seats — 
aien  chosen  in  strict  conformity  witli  the  terms  of  the  social  compact ;' 

Ifyou  flatter  yourself  with  any  such  pleasing  delusions,  awake,  and  shake  oflf 
the  mighty  error.  Rely  upon  it,  that  those  who  may  make  the  sacriligisus  at- 
tempt,  will,  with  their  deluded  foil  wers,  suffer  condign  punishment  as  traitors. 

The  United  States  have  for  a  considerable  time  past  exhibited  a  spectacle  of  the 
most  extraordinary  kind,  and  almost  unique  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

Our  form  of  government  has  probably  but  one  material  defect.  It  wants  a  due 
degree  of  energy,  particularly  pending  war.  If  it  were  free  from  this,  it  might 
last  as  long  as  the  Ron»an  government. 

This  defect  must  be  a  subject  of  deep  and  serious  regret  to  all  good  men,  not 
merely  our  coteniporaries  or  countrymen,  but  to  those  in  future  times  and  di'iant 
countries,  who  m\v  feel  an  interest  in  the  happiness  of  their  fellow  men.  In  pe- 
rusing history,  we  lament  the  errors  of  our  ancestors — ours  will  be  a  subject  of 
lamentation  to  our  posterity. 

Taking  into  consideration  this  serious  defect  in  the  frame  of  our  government,  it 
is  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  uphold  and  support  it  But  all  consi  ierations 
of  duty  apart,  mere  selfishness  ought  to  prompt  all  men  who  have  any  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  country,who  have  any  thing  to  lose  by  convulsion?,  and  tumults, 
and  eotifusiou,  and  anarchay,  to  cling  to  and  uphold  the  government,  whereby 
they  are  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  blessings  of  life. 

But  it  is  awful  to  relate,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  wealthiest  men  iu  th  e 
community  have  been  sedulously  employed  in  tearing  down  the  pillars  of 
the  government— in  throwing  every  obstacle,  and  diflSculty,  aud  embarrasment 
jfl/Jie  wav  of  its  administrators,  as  if  it  were  e<iually  oppreseive  iritb  that  of  Al- 
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giers  or  Turkey,  or  as  if  they  could  derive  advantages  fronj  anarchy.  Should 
tbey  be  cursed  with  Gual  success  in  their  endeavors,  tuey  aad  their  posterity  wiil 
mourn  the  cousequeQces. 

T;ie  natiooai  vessel  is  on  rocks  and  quicksands,  and  in  danger  of  sh  pwrect. 
There  is,  moreover,  a  larger  aad  'more  ibrmidi'^le  vessel  pieparing  aii  possible 
means  for  her  destruction.  Vet,  instead  of  efforts  to  exiricate  aer,  tiie  crew  are 
dig  tr  Acted  by  a  dispute  how  she  came  into  tsiat  situauon.  Ttie  grand  and  only 
object  Avith  a  part  of  them  i?  to  seiz<?  the  hlem— and  ather  tnan  not  succeed, 
t.iey  are  resolved  she  snail  go  to  perdition.  Tnis  party  swears  ail  our  difficulty 
and  danger  are  owing  to  the  ia/beciiity,  the  conaplion,  the  madness,  tne  io.iy 
01  tne  pilot,  whom  they  threaten  with  "  a  halttr,"  or  to  pal  ium  asiior«  '  on  ' 
the  Isiand  of  Elba  "  The  others  swear  with  equal  vehemence,  tiiat  the  ref;ac- 
tory,  turbulent,  and  factious  «pirst  of  the  mutinous  part  oi  tne  crew  has  run  the 
vessel  agroaud  l  hey  are  acordingly  d  termmtid  to  deiend  tiie  piioL  A  few 
individual^-,  who  see  that  both  parties  h.id  contribiited  to  product-  tiiis  caiaiei- 
tous  event,  in  vain  bold  out  '  fAe  OZij;<i?rancA,"  tmd  implore  them  to  suspend 
all  enquiries  as  to  the  cause  of  the  daugei  till  the  ship  is  riglited.  it  is  in  vain. 
While  the  pirties  are  more  and  more  .nflamed  against  each  otiier,  the  vessel 
bu  ge.«  on  a  sharp  rock — down  she  goes — pilot — and  supporters — and  mutineers — 
and  peace  mal  ers — all  in  one  common  destruction.  -  ,  "^ 

T^iiv  I  ain  fearful  wili  be  our  fate.  But  it  may  be  prevented.  All  thai  is  ne- 
cess-iry  is  for  a  few  innne.atial  men  in  thediiTereu  Mates  to  unite — bury  the  hatch- 
et—  mi  lay  a  ide  al!  irnnor  cousiderations  wliile  the  ve-sei  or  slate  is  in  danger. 
This  policy  is  £3  obvioui'y  just,  tnat  one  hundred  inJividuais  tlirougiiout  che 
union  netting  tiie  example,  v.-ould  have  sulEcient  efficacy  to  arcompiish  the  bitised 
©bjert  of  saving  their  country. 

Vvil;  t;ie  Ciarksonv,  the  Rays,  the  Ludlows,  the  Remsens,  the  Ogdens,  the 
Piiarsalls,  the  Lf^noxes,  the  Harrisons  tne  Lawrences,  liie  M'Corinicks,  of  Nev- 
York — tiie  Willings,  the  Francises,  the  Norrlse^,  the  Biddi  s,  the  Latimers,  tlie 
Tiighmans.  the  Wains,  the  Raistons  the  Lewise.*,  of  l^niiadeiplua— the  Gi.mors, 
the  Olivers,  the  Sterets,  the  Howards,  the  Smiths,  the  Bryces,  tne  Grahams,  ihe 
Cookt^s,  of  Baltimore — and  other  such  e.^timabie  federalists  througaoul  tne  union, 
eoatinae  to  regard  with  apathy  the  dangers  of  their  country  and  nut  naake  a  bold, 
and  decisive  st^md  to  rescue  her  T  No  It  cannot  be.  Heaven  lias  not.  !  hope,  so 
far  h'otted  us  out  of  its  favourable  rf-mem^rance,  as  to  abandon  hs  to  such  a  irigiit- 
ful  d'^^tiny  It  will  at  this  latp  hour  interpose  for  our  salvation  and  dispel  tne 
lior'-ibie  rais'^^s  of  pas-Ion  and  prejudice — of  madness  and  foily — whic  i  intercept 
from  o.iv  view  the  abyss  that  yawn'  belore  us,  ready  to  swallow  us  up  in  remediiets 
desiiic'ion.  • 

In  Eng'afid,  the  opposition  to  the  rainistry  is  always  violent,  and,  like  the  op- 
position hei  a,  is  too  generally  directed  against  all  the  measures  of  gycerameyii^ 
w;i"t  ler  meritorious  or  ot'^rwise  But  there  i<  in  parliameuc  a  ■^ubstanliai  cjun- 
f>-y  jjirf.y,  whicli  occasion.i.ly  voti^s  with  the  minister,  and  occasionajly  withihe 
opp  jsitiaii — supporting  or  opposing  measures  as  conscience  dictates. 

it  i.-i  a  most  untorturiite  fac*,  tiiatin  cong'Pss  tne  number  of  men_bers  of  this  de- 
scription i-!  very  small  That  body  may  be  generally  classed  into  federalists  and 
democrats,  who  too  frequently  vote  in  solid  columns.  Tiiere  are,  1  grani,  lauda- 
ble exceptions.     But  they  are  too  rare. 

This  is  one  of  tlie  worst  features  in  the  situation  of  the  country.  The  indiscri- 
minate ad'.ierence  to  party,  and  uniform  support  of  party  arrangements,  encourage 
the  leid^.r^  to  pr'jceed  to  extremities,  and  to  adopt  violent  and  ;.)eruicious  measures, 
whi?.h  trie  good  sense  of  their  followers  may  reprobate,  but  from  which  Caey  have 
DOtf')rtilude  enough  to  ivithhold  their  support.  Tins  has  been  in  all  countries  the 
most  frightful  of  the  consequences  of  the  unholy  and  deleterious  spirit  of  faction. 
Mei^  originally  of  the  purest  hearts  and  best  intentions,  are  by  this  ignis  fatuus^ 
gradually  corrupted,  and  led  step  by  step  to  unite  in  acts  at  which  they  would,  at 
the  com-cencemeut  of  thei?'  career,  have  recoiled  with  horror  and  affright.  I  be- 
lieve it  i<  a  ^ound  poUti.al  maxim,  that  a  thoroughgoing  parlyman  never  was  a 
ptrfectly  hone'^t  piliticiin  ;  for  tn.^'re  perhap.>»  nevpr  yet  was  a  party  free  from  er- 
rors and  crim,-?s,  more  or  less  gross,  in  eiact  proportion  to  the  folly  or  the  wicked- 
ness of  its  leaders. 
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The  Jews,  when  besieged  by  Titus,  within  the  walls  of  their  metropolis,  a%'ailed 
themselves  of  the  cessation  of  hostile  attacks  on  the  part  of  their  external  enemies, 
to  glut  tiieir  vengeance  and  malice,  and  factious  spirit,  by  butchering  eacli  otiiei' 
— 'and  thus  both  partie-;  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  invaders.  To  this  deplorable 
pitch  of  madness  nt  have  not  yet  arrived.  But  that  we  have  iiitherto  ei>caped 
this  calamity,  is  not  for  want  of  industry  on  the  part  of  some  persons  who  are  ua- 
ceasin;;ly  emp'royed  as  incendiaries  in  blowing  up  the  flame,  of  discord,  and  prepa- 
ring us  fur  similar  scenes.  The  cool,  and  caim,  and  temperate  part  of  the  commu- 
nity appear  torpid  and  languid .  and  take  no  steps  to  avei  t  the  awful  catastrophe. 
Jiet  them  awake  from  their  .«-';umberj<  soon  ;  or  at  no  distant  day,  the  evil  may  be 
remediless,  and  they  will  in  Tain  mourn  over  their  folly. 

I  believe  Mr.  iVladi?ou  perfectly  upright  ;  that  his  administration  of  the  gov- 
ernment has  been  conducted  with  as  pure  intentions,  a?  ever  acjtuat*  d  a  fir.«t  ma- 
gistrate of  any  cotmiry  ;  and  that  lord  Chatham  or  tiie  grejt  Suily  would  have 
found  it  a  very  arduous  task  to  manage  the  h*^lm  under  the  difficulties,  exteinal 
f.ud  internal,  tint  he  has  to  contend  with.  But  were  it  a  question  that  related 
wholly  to  ;Vlr.  Madison  or  his  administration.  I  should  never  have  tretpa^sed  on 
the  public. — Were  Mr.  Madison  as  patriotic  as  Curtiu.s,  or  the  Decii.  who  grace 
the  Roman  j^tory— a-id  as  immaculate  as  an  archangel — nay,  were  all  the  heroes 
and  statf'smen  of  the  rf^volutlon  restored  to  life,  and  entrusted  with  the  adminis- 
tration— 1  should  coiisidt^r  their  honour,  their  interests,  their  happinr ss,  or  their 
safety,  as  dust  in  the  balance  compared  with  the  salvation  of  eight  miliions  of 
people. 

It  is  difiRcult  to  conceive  an  object  more  worthy  of  the  efforts  of  ap  ardent  mind. 
A  review  of  history  will  convince  any  reasonable  or  candid  per.son,  that  there 
probably  never  was,  and  indubitably  there  is  not  at  present  a  more  interesting 
portion  of  the  human  species,  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  There 
never  was  a  nation  in  which  all  the  solid  blessing;-'  and  comforts  of  life  were  more 
fully  enjoyed  than  they  ;ire  here  and  where  they  were  secuied  by  such  slpnder 
sacrifices  I  am  not  so  blind  an  admirer,  a?  not  to  see  that  it  ha>  defects  1  here 
never  wis  a  nation  or  individual  free  from  them  But  take  all  the  leading  points 
that  give  assurance  of  happiness,  and  afford  the  neces.sn.ry  indications  of  respecta- 
bility :  and  at  no  period  can  there  be  found  a  nation  standing  on  more  elevated 
ground. 

The  former  points  of  difference  between  the  federalists  and  democrats  have  lojt 
nearly  all  their  impoitf.iice.  They  are  tiierged  in  objects  cf  incomparably  higher 
moment.  Evils  of  incalculable  magnitude  menace  us.  A  powerful  en^my.  Eush- 
ed  with  success,  and  with  superabundant  me-ins  of  annoyance,  hovers  on  our 
coasts.  *nd,  through  his  formidable  nwy,  is  enabled  to  inflict  on  us  depp  and  las- 
ting injury.  And  what  is  pregnant  with  morp  terror  by  far,  instead  of  aidipg  to 
ex'ricate  us  from  this  perilous  -ituatlon.  the  opportunity  of  a  s-ea^on  of  difBculty 
and  danger  is  seized  on  to  dissolve  the  union,  to  raise  up  hostile  nnd  jarrina  con- 
federacies, arjd  I o  destroy  the  hopes  mankind  have  formed  of  oui  nobie  govern-* 
mental  experiment. 

To  continue  to  dispute  about  the  minor  points  that  divided  the  parties  hereto- 
fore would  be  madness.     How   superlative  would    be  I'se  folly    end  ;bsurdi'yo!" 
two  men,  who  were  Sghting  about  the  interior  decorations  and    anangpirpnti;  of 
an  edifice,  regardless  of  the  operations  of  two  others,  oi-e  o*^  whom  was  uid^rmi- 
ning  and  preparing  to  blow  it  up  in  the  air   and  the  other  providing  a  torch  to  set 
it  on  tire  i'    A  strait  jacket  would  be   t«"o  sleuder  a  re.'^traint  for   tliem.     i^uch  Is 
the  folly  and  madnpss  of  those  democrats  and  federalists  who  continu*-  their  war- 
fare about  the  mode  of  admini<terir;g  the  constitution,  ortlie    pei>ocs  by  wi.cm  it 
shall  be  administered,  at  a  time  when  the  constitution  itself  is  in  danger  oi   being 
destroyed  root  and  branch. 

The  plan  of  this  work  may, require  some  short  explanation.  I  believe 
the  country  to  be  in  imminent  danger  of  a  convulsion,  m  hereof  the  human 
mind  cannot  calculate  the  consequence?.  The  nation  is  divided  into 
two  hostile  parties,  whose  animosity  towards  each  other  is  daily  increas- 
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cd  by  iuSaramatory  publications.  Each  charges  the  other  with  the  guilt 
01  :iaving  produced  the  present  alarniiiig  state  of  affairs.  In  private  life, 
when  two  individuals  quarrel,  and  each  believes  the  other  wholly  m  the 
wrong,  a  reconciliation  is  hardly  practicable.  But  when  they  can  be 
ooiivinced  that  the  errors  are  mutual — as  is  almost  universally  the  case — 
they  open  their  ears  to  the  voice  of  reason,  and  are  willing  to  meet  each 
other  halfway.  A  maxim  sound  in  private  affairs,  is  rarely  unsound  ia 
public  life.  While  a  violent  federalist  believei  that  all  the  evils  of  the 
present  state  of  things  have  arisen  from  the  guilt  of  the  administration, 
nothing  less  will  satisfy  him  than  hurling  Mr.  Madison  from  the  seat  of 
government,  and  sending  him  to  S  ba.  While  on  the  other  hand,  a  vio- 
lent democrat  persuades  himself  that  all  our  evils  have  arisen  from  the 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  constantly  and  steadily  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  administration  by  the  federahi^ts,  he  is  utteriy  averse  to  any 
compromise. — Each  looks  down  upon  the  other  with  scirn  and  hatred,  as 
the  pbarisee  in  the  gospel,  upon  the  publican.  I  have  endeavored  to 
prove,  and  I  believe  1  have  fully  proved,  that  each  party  has  a  heavy 
de;»t  of  error,  and  folly  and  guilt,  to  answer  for  to  their  injured  country, 
and  to  posterity — and,  as  1  have  stated  in  the  b!;dy  oT  this  work,  that 
Hintual  forgiveness  is  no  more  than  an  act  of  justice — andean  lay  no 
claim  to  the  character  of  liberality  on  either  side. 

But  evep  <iipjjosirig  f.)r  a  moment — what  probably  hardly  ever  occur- 
Ted  sinct."{He  world  was  fcffmed — that  the  error  was  all  on  one  side,  is  it 
less  insane  for  the  other  to  increase  the  ditScuUy  of  extricatidn— to  re- 
fuse its  aid — to  embarrass  those  who  have  the  management  of  our  affaiis.* 
My  house  is  on  fire.  Instead  of  calling  for  aid— or  ]  loviding  fire  en- 
gines—or  endeavoring  to  smother  the  flames — t  institute  an  inquuv  how 
it  *ook  fire— whether  by  accident  ov  design — and  if  by  design  whV  was 
the  incendiary,  and  further  undertake  to  punish  him  for  his  wickedness! 
a  most  wise  and  wonderful  procedure— -and  jus-t  en  a  level  with  th'-  w  g- 
dora,  and  patriotism,  and  the  public  spirit  of  those  sapient  meuibetr  of 
•congress  w^ho  spend  days  in  making  long  speeches  up(  n  the  causes  ci  the 
war,  and  the  errors  of  its  management  —every  idea  whereof  has  been  a 
hundred,  perhaps  a  thousand,  times  repeated  in  the  newspapers— instead 
Hi  meeting  the  pressing  and  imperious  necessity  of  the  emergency^ 

1  claim  but  one  merit  in  this  production,  and  that  is  bv  no  means  ia- 
»«onsiderable.  It  is,  tbat  with  a  perfect  kmnvJed^e  of  thf  furious,  re- 
worselefs,  never-dying,  and  cut-thr.>at  hostility,  with  which  tactic. n  in 
all  ages  has  persecuted  those  who  hnve  dared  oppose  her — and  perfpcily 
satisfied,  that  with  us  she  is  as  implacable,  as  malignant,  and  a.n  ii.exoia- 
ble  a  monster  as  she  h^sever  been.  I  have  dared," neverthelens.  to  state 
the  truth,  regardles*  of  the  consequences,  I  was,  it  i?  true  reluctant.  1 
shonid  have  preferred  by  far,  for  the  remainder  of  my  life,  steei  ii^i;  clear 
«f  the  ouicksand^  of  jr-litics.  J^OReoftbe  qijestions  that  have  here  tofore 
di  ided  (artios  in  Ihi*;  country  could  have  !>:duced  me  to  vei-Tui-e  uj'Or 
tiif^  tempestuous. ocean.  But  at  a  crisis  like  the  prrsent.  neutrality  would 
h<  guilt.  The  question  now  is  between  the  friends  of  social  order,  aud 
jeobins,  who  are  endeavoring  to  destroy  tbt  whole  fa liric  of  govern- 
ment, with  the  slender  chance  of  building  it  up  again— between  pence 
ar.d  harmony  on  one  side,  and  civil  war  and  anarchy  on  the  other.  A 
laniontdble  delusion  prevails.  The  community  tihut  their  eyes-  against 
the  truth  oii  tbis  subject.    But  this  is  the  real  state  of  the  case,  er  i  ace 
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grossly  deceived  as  ever  was  human  being.  And  unless  some  of  our  Ib  • 
iuential  men  ex«rt  themselves  to  allay  the  storm,  a  few  fhort  rnonthe 
will  exchange  doubt  into  awful  and  dreadful  certainty. 

While  I  was  deliberating  about  the  sacrifice  which  such  a  publication 
as  this  requires,  one  serious  and  affecting  consideration  reuiovfd  my 
doubts,  and  decided  my  conduct.  Seeing  thousands  ofthefiovver  of  our 
population — to  who*n  the  spring  of  life  just  ojicns  with  all  its  joys,  and 
pleasures,  and  enchantments-— prepared  in  the  tenteti  field  to  riik,  or,  if 
necessary,  sacrifice  their  lives  for  their  country's  welfare  ;  1  thcui;ht  it 
Would  be  baseness  in  me,  whose  sun  has  long  jiassed  the  meridian,  and  on 
whom  the  attractions  of  life  have  ceased  to  operate  with  their  early 
fascinations,  to  have  declined  any  risk  that  might  arise  from  the  effort 
to  ward  off  the  paricidal  str-ke  aimed  at  a  couutry  to  which  I  owe  such 
heavy  obligations.  With  ibis  view  of  the  subject  1  could  not  decide 
•thcrwise  than  I  have  done. 

On  the  execution  of  the  work  it  behoves  me  to  offer  &  few  remarks.  I 
know  it  is  very  cons,iderab!y  inifcrfect.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  prepare 
any  work  un<lcr  greater  disadvaniajres  than  have  attended  the  Olive 
Branch.  A  large  portion  of  it  is,  therefore,  crude,  and  indigested,  and 
without  order.  Were  it  a  treatise  on  morals,  religion,*  history,  or 
science,  which  could  not  suffer  by  the  delay  necessary  to  mature  and 
methodize  it,  '  should  be  unrardonable,  and  deserve  fhe  sev(^-\'  castiga- 
tion  of  criticism,  for  pres«  ntiiig  it  to  the  public  in  this  uu^:^t^z\[  itate. 
But  the  exigencies  of  the  times  are  so  pressing,  that  were  ituelayed  till 
I  could  digest  it  propejly,  it  might  he  wholly  out  of  season. 

It  -would  be  unjiist  were  I  not  to  acknowledsie  the  nnmeroup  and  weighty  obli- 
gations i  owe  to  '•  The  Weekly  Register."  edited  hy  H  Ni'e?,  the  be.- 1  periodi- 
cal work  ever  published  in  America,  from  which  I  have  drawn  a  large  portion  of 
the  facts  and  documents  that  I  have  employed  I  venture  to  a&sert  that  no  Ame- 
rican library  can  be  complete  without  this  work. 


I  have  carefully  studictl  to  be  corrert  in  point  of  fact  and  argument.  But  the 
cirruinstanees  under  which  I  have  written  render  it  yrobablf  that  I  may  have  fal- 
len into  eiTors  I  shall  therefore  regard  it  as  a  mo?t  particul.ir  favor,  if  any  gen- 
tleman who  d^(  overs  them,  however  minute,  will  frai;]<Iy  point  them  out,  ?nd 
they  sliall  be  most  che«Tfu1!y  corrected  If  of  sufficient  importance,  I  ?ha]i  make 
«  'ublic  acl  nowledgement  in  the  -jrwspapers.  If  the  csuse  I  espouse  cannct  he 
supported  by  truth,  candor,  and  fair  argument,  may  it  perish,  never  to  find  anoth- 
er advocate ! 


PREFACE 

TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 

Philadelphia^  Jan.  4,  1815. 

The  unequivocal  and  decided  approbation  with  which  the  former  edition  of 
tbi?  work  has  been  favovj'd  by  respectable  men  of  both  the  hostile  parties  that 
div'do  <bis  coantry,  !  regard  as  among  the  most  jrrateful  circumstances  of  my  life. 
It«  .:U!ii:--ro!!  defects — its  want  t>r  metliod  -and  the  great  imperfection  oi  'Ja 
fityle  and  manner— were,  I  presume,  regarded  as  atoned  for  by  its  obvious  and 
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ondeniaDle  object — the  object  of  contributing  my  feeble  efforts  towards  allaying 
tae  t-ffervescence,  the  turbulence,  the  animosity  that  peryade  the  comnianity,  and 
are  pregnant  with  such  alarming  consequences. 

Of  tlie  lime  that  has  elapsed  since  its  first  appearance,  I  have  availed  myself, 
to  amplify — to  metliodise — and  to  improve  it.  And  although  I  am  very  far  in- 
deed from  presuming  it  to  be  perfect,  yet  i  hope  it  will  be  found  more  entitled  to 
patronage  than  it  was  in  its  original  dishabille. 

It  embraces  a  very  convulsed  period  of  our  history  ;  and  has  been  written  un- 
der no  comuon  disadvantages  I  have  labored  under  a  deficiency  of  various  ma- 
teriiii?  and  documents,  which  no  exertions  have  enabled  me  to  procure — and  u  has 
been  be^un,  carried  on,  and  completed  in  moments  constantly  subject  to  mose  in- 
terruptions inevitable  in  the  pressure  of  business  To  suppose,  then,  it  were  ;>er- 
f^ci,  wcuid  argue  a  degree  cf  insanity  which  the  fondest  and  most  doting  deli- 
rium of  pater. lal  vanity  could  bar  ily  palliate.  It  would  be  a  case  unparaijuiid 
in  th  annals  of  literature  The  world  has  had  uumtrous  instances  oi  men  of 
mo-i  ^piendid  tuenis — of  laborious  research — with  abundant  materials  and  n ^c- 
um-nts— enjov  ng  mil  leisure  to  do  justice  to  their  subjects — and  emp  -.;  i-ig 
years  cor  the  purpose — yet  falling  into  egregious  errors.  It  could  no*  t.en  be 
expected  th  it  a  woik  embracing  such  a  variety  of  objects,  and  written  uiuler  .Ae 
cir  ••imstaaces  I  nave  stated,  should  be  free  from  them.  But  the  reader  may  ci-st 
a<  are  !  tiiat  W!iat*-V(?r  they  may  be,  they  have  not  resulted  from  de.^ign  Tney 
ai  the  offspnij j;  of  slenderness  of  talent? — deMciency  of  materials — inadvertence 
— or  that  bias  'o  which  all  men  are  subject  in  a  greater  or  lees  degree,  wiien  trea- 
ting on  -ubjpcts  wherein  they  feel  deeply  interested ;  of  the  latter,  however,  I 
ha\'t"  labored  to  divest  myself 

Had  I  written  witn  any  view  to  literary  reputation,  the  work  would  have 
made  a  totally  different  appearance.  Instead  of  presenting  the  reader  with 
so  many  documents  verbat^im,  I  should,  as  is  usual  have  given  abstracts  of  them 
in  my  own  words — and  thus  formf  d  a  regular  connected  narrative  of  events,  far 
nioie  agreeable  to  read  t?ian  the  work  in  its  present  form,  and  rather  easier  to 
write  ;  for  t  le  reader  may  rest  a«sured,  that  I  have  written  three  pages  in  less 
time  than  I  employed  in  the  search  for  a  single  document,  which  does  not  occupy 
one,  aod  whereof  I  could  readily  give  an  analy.sis  ;  and  long,  laboriou'?  re?earc'je8 
for  a  document  or  newspaper  paragraph  or  essay,  have  not  unfrequently  beea 
whol  ly  in  vam. 

But  though  a  thirst  for  literary  reputation  is  far  from  illaudable — and  though 
it  inspires  to  great  exertions,  and  has  been  the  honored  parent  of  some  of 'he 
most  «*^npendous  efforts  of  the  human  mind^ — it  has  not  liad  the  slightest  influei'ce 
on  me  ii  this  case  It  would  have  been  utterly  unavailing  to  counteract  the 
loa  -li  li"-.  the  abhorrence  I  felt  for  entering  into  political  discussion  or  for  ma'  ing 
my.-  If  Oice  more  an  object  of  newspaper  assault,  of  which  few  men  in  private 
life  have  been  h-mored  with  a  greater  share. 

No.  I  appeal  to  heavf  n  for  the  truth  of  what  I  now  declare.  I  soared  to 
higher  objects  far  beyond  such  narrow  views.  I  believed — 1  still  believe — t!:at  a 
dissolution  of  the  union  is  contemplated  by  a  few  ambitious  and  wicked  m-n  ; 
that  iu  the  state  of  excitement  to  which  the  public  mind  is  raised,  and  whic.a  is 
hourly  increasing  by  the  most  profligate  disregard  of  truth  and  the  welfare  of  the 
country — and  by  t!ie  utmost  prostitution  of  talents — a  mere  trifle  would  suffice  to 
pro'Ju-v-  a  conviihion — (as,  when  you  have  collected  together  a  quantity  ol  highly 
combust'blf  materials,  a  single  spark  suffices  to  produce  a  conflagration) — that  a 
dissolution  of  the  union  would  iafalliby  produce  a  civil  war ;  that  in  the  event  of 
a  civil  war  there  would  be  a  struggle  throughout  the  country  for  the  ascendency, 
wherei  n  would  be  p  rpetrated  atrocities  similar  to  those  which  disgrace'!  the 
French  revolution  ;  that  even  if  we  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  e.^cape  a  civil 
war.  or.  (if  we  should  not.)  after  its  termination,  and  the  establishment  of  sepa- 
rate confedpraeies,  the  country  would  be  cursed  with  a  constant  border  war.  fo- 
mented by  the  nation?  of  Europe,  to  whom  we  should  be  a  sport  and  a  prev  .  -■rid 
th  !t,  in  one  irord,  a  nation  most  highly  favoied  by  heaven  ii  on  the  very  verge  of 
perdition. 

B 
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These  views  may  be  erroneous  They  differ  from  those  of  most  o  f  my  friendf. 
The  mass  of  the  community  do  not  accord  with  them.  But  they  are  unalterably 
impressed  upon  my  mind  I  cannot  shake  them  off.  They  are  all  suppoi  led  by 
the  instructive  but  neglected  voice  of  history  1  posFe*s  not  the  happ.  fatuity 
vrith^hich  so  many  are  endowed  1  cannot  believe  au  event  will  not  take  place', 
because  I  hope  and  pray  it  may  not  i  am  disposed  to  envy  those  who  are  thus 
gifted.  It  diminisl-.es  the  hours  of  suffering.  In  a  life  so  chequered  as  our»-,  this 
is  some  advantage.  But  it  has,  like  all  other  blessings,  a  counterpoising  evii. — 
When  we  disbelive  in  the  approach  of  danger,  we  make  no  pr^arations  to  repel 

it. 

•  With  these  impressions  [preferred  risking  any  consequences  however  peiniciodS 
to  myself,  that  might  arise  from  the  present  address,  to  a  state  of  toipc;  -nd  in- 
activity— to  perishing  without  an  effort  Jn  a  iai)guine  moment,  I  indulg.  d  the 
flattering,  the  fond,  (pray  heaven  it  may  not  be  tlie  delusive)  hope  that  my  <  tforts 
niiglit  be  so  far  crowned  with  success,  as-to  make  me  the  happy,  the  bk'sstd  in- 
strument of  arousing  even  one,  two,  or  three  active,  infioentJai  ciiizt-iis  frouj  the 
morbid,  the  lethargic  slumber,  into  which  the  community  has  been  so  ftta/ly  lufl- 
.ed  ;  that  these  might  arouse  others;  and  that  thus  ihe  potf-nt  spells  niigiit  be 
dissolved,  wiiich,  in  a  manner  unt-xamph-d  in  the  iiistory  of  tht^  wgnd.  m.^ke  us 
regard  with  stupid,  torpid  apathy  and  indifference,  the  actual  bankruptcy  of  our 
government  (produced  by  a  most  daring  conspiracy) — the  impending  df>;ru<ti6n 
of  our  glorious  constitution,  tiie  work  of  Washington,  franklin,  Livirgslon, 
Hamilton,  &c  the  depreciation  of  every  -pecies  of  property — and  liie  appioarh" 
ing  ruin  of  our  ceuntry.  Should  heaven  thus  bless  me.  die  a'terward*  when  I 
-may,  1  shall  not  have  lived  in  wiin.  {should  I  fail,  on  my  tonibstoue*  thall  be 
-graven,  *'  magnis  txcidiiauds.''^  •= 

^I  offer  these  great  and  solemn  trut.is  lo  the  consideration  of  all  who  haveaiB 
Interest  in  the  welfare  of  this  couniry. 

I.  A  separation  of  ihe  steles  cnnrud  be  effected  niikout  an  immediate  CIVIJ^p 
and  an  almost  conlinunl  BOKDEh.  iVjh  ;  and  it  muat  intvitubly  place  us  at  tRp 
mercy  of  England,  and  make  this  country  the  sport  rf  the  Europe:  n  p.ners  c4aU 
^future  times  .^ 

II.  As  well  might  we  expect  to  re  unite,  without  .flaw,  the  fragments  of  an  ele- 
gant porcelain  vase,  shattered  to  pieces,  as  to  restore  the  union,  if  dissolved  but 
/or  one  hour.  .         ,^ 

111  A  period  of  war,  and  invasion,  and  d5>nger  is  utterly  ,un6t  for  repairingpir 
amending  a  constitution.     Notlting  but  convulsion  can  arise  out  of  the  attempt. 

IV.  Gtoeral  Washington,  in  his  legacy,  one  of  the  noblest  effort;  of  human 
wisdom,  impressively  urged  his  coi-ntr^meu  to  frown  iiidignantly  upon  any  at- 
tempt to  iniuair  or  dissolve  the  union. 

v.  To  hostile  European  powers  a  dissolution  would  be  of  immense  and  incal- 
culable advantage.  .,,••,.,, 

VI.  It  would  be  inexpressible  folly  and  madness  to  reject  the  poucy  dictated  by 
Washington,  and  follow  that  which  would  be  dictated  by  those  powers  of  JEuropfe 
7?ho  regard  our  prosperity  witbjeakinsy. 

PLAN  OF  AW  U JNICN  SOCIETY. 

*'  Above  all  Ulurgs  hold  ,dear  your  national  union.     Accustom  yourselves  to 

l&stiroate  its  infinite  value  to  your  individual  abd  national  liappine?s.     Look  on  it 

as  the  palladium  of  your  tranquillity  at  home  ;  of  your  peace  abroad  ;  of  your 

safety  j  of  your  prosperity ;  and  even  of  that  liberty  which  you  so  highly  prize.^ 

:  Washington* !<  Farenell  Address. 

'  Whereas  many  disaffected  citiaens  have  long  labored  to  prepare  the  pubSc 
.mind  for  a  dissolution  of  the  union,  and  the  formation  of  separate  confederacies  ; 
'and  whereas  thev  have  at  length  publicly  and  daringly  avowed  their  flagitious  de- 
signs ;  and  whereas  the  experience  cf  al!  biatory  to  the  p.esent  time  affords  ifie 
raost  complete  proof  that  sach  diesol^tiow  of  esiatiog  fonns  of  governmeDt,  an§ 
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Ihe  formation  of  new  ones,  have  almost  invariably  produced  bloody  civil  warS, 
^e  greatest  curse  that  ever  afflicted  mankind  ;  and  whereas  the  present  form  of 
the  general  government,  if  duly  supported  by  our  citizens,  is  calculated  to  pro-- 
duce  as  hig.i  a  degree  of  happiness  as  has  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  nation  j 
and  wnereas  the  separate  confederacies,  coutemplated  as  substitutes  for  the  pres- 
ent general  confederacy,  even  if  it  were  possible  to  establish  them  peaceably, 
would  be  pregnant  with  interminable  future  wars,  such  as  have  almost  constantly 
prevailed  between  neighboring  states,  with  rival  interests,  real  or  supposed,  and 
would  hold  out  every  possible  inducement,  and  every  diesirabje  facility  to  foreign 
nations,  to  array  each  against  the  other,  and  thus  subjugate  the  whole,  or  at  least 
render  them  dependent  upon,  or  subservient  to  those  foreign  nations ;  and  where- 
as, finally,  it  would  be  absolute  madness  to  throw  away  the  incalculable  blessings 
we  enjoy,  for  the  mere  chance  of  bettering  our  condition,  and  still  more  for  the 
absolute  certainty  of  rendering  it  much  worse  : 

Therefore  resolved,  that  we  the  subscribers  do  associate  under  the  title  of  the> 
WASHINGTON  UNION  SOCIETY,  of  which  the  following  is  the 

CONSTITUTION. 

I.  We  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  to  i^iipport,  by  every  honorable  and  legal 
aaeans  in  our  power,  the  existing  form  of  the  general  government. 

II.  That  we  will  use  our  utmost  endeavors  to  counteract  as  far  as  in  our  power 
all  plots  for  the  dissolution  of  the  union. 

HI.  That  we  will  correspond,  and  cheerfully  co-operate,  with  all  individuals, 
and  bodies  of  men.  in  all  parts  of  the  union,  who  have  the  same  view-  with  us  on 
the  object  embraced  in  the  second  article,  however  they  may  differ  from  us  on 
other  political  topics. 

IV.  That  the  officers  of  the  society  shall  be  a  president,  vice-president,  secre- 
tary, treasurer,  committee  of  corretipondence.  and  committee  of  elections. 

V.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committ^^e  of  correspondence,  to  invite 
Ihe  goerf  citizens  of  this  state,  and  of  the  otiier  states,  to  form  similar  societies, 
and  to  correspond  with  them;  to  investigate  and  expose  to  public  abhorrence, 
the  rariou-  plans  that  have  been  adopted  from  time  to  time,  to  effect  tiie  patrici- 
dal parpo.^e  of  dissolving  the  union  ;  to  place  in  the  strongest  point  of  light  the  aid- 
vantiges  of  our  bl.^ssed  form  of  government,  with  the  tremendous  consequences  of 
oivi^.-xr,  and  (the  inevitable  result  oi  a  separation)  our  bein.  iu^trumru,  la  ihe- 
band>  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  to  annoy,  ravage,  depopulate,  8laughte%, 
■fltod  destroy  each  other. 
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Philadelphia.  April  10,  181t^. 

I  COMMENCE  this  Preface,  with  feelings  very  different  indeed  froM«. 
tliose  by  which  I  was  .ctuated,  when  I  penned  the  former  ones.  Pros- 
pects, public  aud  private,  have  wonderfully  improved.  A  revolution, 
roiaiense,  striking,  glorious,  and  delightful,  has  taken  place  in  the  affairs 
Qf  our  blessed  coiintry,  for  which  we  cannot  be  sufficiently  grateful  t»- 
heaven.  We  have  not — I  say  emphatically — we  have  not  merited  the 
chftoge.  I  could  assign  various  satisfactory  reasons  in  proof  of  this 
opinion,  extraordinary  as  it  may  seem.     I  wave  them.    It  is  unoecessa- 

*  Th6  third  editloo,  of  1250  topics,  was  printed  in  Bostattt 
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xj  to  enter  into  the  recapitulation.  But  whatever  may  have  been  our 
past  merits  or  demerits,  1  hope  our  prosperity  is  now  lixed  on  a  bagis  as 
firm  as  the  rock  of  Gibraltar. 

In  the  present  tranquilized  state  of  the  public  raind,  when  the  fears 
and  solicitudes  excited  by  the  late  aiarmiiig  state  of  atfairA  have  subsided, 
it  "-ill  be  difficult  for  the  rea Jer  to  justify,  or  even  to  account  for  the 
warmth  which  many  parts  of  this  work  display.  H  is  therefore  but  jus- 
tice to  myself,  to  give  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  bcenes  through  which  we 
have  passed,  in  order  to  account  for  the  excitement  of  my  mind,  so  obvi- 
ous to  every  reader  in  the  perusal  of  some  of  my  chapteis. 

The  government  had  been  nearly  reduced  to  bankruptcy.  It  had 
been  unable  tu  raise  money  to  discharge  the  mostim}  erious  engagements. 
There  was  no  general  circulating  medium  in  the  country.  The  banks, 
from  Ts'ev/  York  to  New  Orleans,  inclusively,  had,  with  perhaps  one  or 
two  exceptions,  suspended  the  payment  of  s[)ecie.  1  he  bank  notes  of 
Philadelphia  and  jSew  York  were  depreciated  in  Boston  trom  15  to  25 
per  cent,  below  par.  And  every  feature  in  our  political  affairs  wore  an 
equally  awful  aspect.  Whether  the  causes  I  have  assigned  in  chapter, 
Xill.  really  produced  this  state  of  things  or  not,  is  immaterial.  Be  the 
cause  what  it  may,  the  fact  existed.  Want  of  money  had  partially  sus- 
pended the  recruiting  service.  And  the  pacification  of  Europe  had 
quadrupled  the  disposable  force  of  our  enemy,  and  in  the  same  degree  in- 
creased our  danger,  and  the  necessity  for  energy  and  vigilance. 

Und'  r  these  circumstances,  coi  gress  wa?  convened  on  the  l?lh  of  Sep- 
tember, nearly  two  months  earlier  than  the  period  fixed  by  law,  in  order 
to  make  provision  for  such  an  extraordinary  emergency.  The  state  of 
the  naiion  was  fully  detailed  lo  them  in  various  executive  ooramunica-. 
tions.  which  called,  imperiously  called  for  energy  and  decision. 

Rarely  has  a  legislative  body  had  more  important  duties  to  fulfil,  or  a 
saore  glorious  opportunity  of  signalizing  itself,  and  laying  claim  to  the 
public  gratitude.  Rarely  have  stronger  motives  existed  to  arouse  every 
spark  of  public  spirit  or  patriotism  that  had  lain  dormant  in  the  hl^rt. 
And  I  venture  to  assert,  there  hardly  ever  was  a  legislature  that  more 
completely  disappointed  public  expectation — that  more  egregiously  fail- 
ed of  its  duty. 

The  imbecility,  the  folly,  the  vacillation,  the  want  of  system,  of  ener- 
gy, and  of  decision,  displayed  by  the  majority — and  the  unyielding,  the 
stubborn,  the  violent,  the  factious  opposition  of  the  minority  to  all  the 
measures  for  which  the  occasion  so  loudly  called — have  affixed  an  indeli- 
ble stain  on  the  memory  of  the  thirteenth  congress.  They  will  be  Jong 
remembered  with  emotions  neither  of  gratitude  nor  respect.  No  where, 
I  am  persuaded,  in  the  annals  of  legislation,  is  thereto  be  found  an  in- 
stance of  precious  time  more  astonishingly  misspent.  They  had  been  in 
session  nearly  five  months  when  the  news  of  peace  arrived — and  had  but 
three  weeks  to  sit.  The  spring,  the  season  of  hostility  and  depredation, 
was  rapidly  approaching.  And  what  had  they  done  to  serve  or  gave 
their  country  ?  What  provision  had  they  made  of  men  or  money  ?  Lit- 
tle or  none.  Nearly  all  the  measures  adapted  for  the  emergency  that 
had  been  brought  forward  in  congress,  had  been  defeated.* 

*  I  have  asserted  elsewhere,  that  Ensrland  presents  much  to  admire  and  copy. 
In  this  point,  she  is  Iranscf  i<dently  vuperioi  to  us.,  H?d  parliamf-nt  been  called 
in  such  a  crisis  as  ^^^xisted  In-.^t  Septembet  in  this  country,  all  the  effective  prepara- 
tions necessary  to  breast  the  storm  would  have  been  made  in  one  week.     Some  of 
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That  Uiis  state  of  public  aflfairs  was  calculated  to  excite  warmth  of 
feeling,  and  to  call  forth  a  strong  expression  of  that  warmth  must  be  ob- 
vious—and will  not  merely  account  for,  but  justify  the  high-wrought  pas- 
sages to  be  found  in  the  work,  which,  under  other  circumstances, 
might  perhaps  be  indefensible. 

It  will  be  asked,  what  good  purpose  can  the  re-publication  of  this  work 
answer  at  present  ?  Is  it  not,  it  will  be  said,  far  better  to  bury  the 
hatchet,  and  to  consign  these  things  to  oblivion,  than  to  keep  alive  ani- 
mosity and  discord  ? 

Were  the  tendency  of  ihe  Olive  Branch  to  keep  alive  discord,^!  should 
UnheMtatingly  consign  it  to  the  fiames.  But  1  utterly  disbelieve  this 
will  or  can  be  the  consequence.  I  cannot  admit  that  a  fair  detail  of  the 
mutual  follies  of  the  two  parties,  has  a  tesidency  to  perpetuate  hostility 
between  theua.  It  is  contrary  to  reason,  common  sense,  and  the  URiver- 
sal  experience  of  mankind. 

Peace,  or  harmony,  or  conciliation,  is  not  to  be  hoped  for,  whiVy 
b.>th  parties  clothe  themselves  in  the  deceptions  mantle  of  self-righteous- 
ness— while  they  not  ntiiy  believe  themselves  immaculate,  but  their  op- 
ponents "  moiisters  imredsemed  by  any  virtut.''^*  Nothing  but  a  serious, 
solemn,  and  deep-rooted  conviction  on  both  sides,  of  egregious  miscon- 
duct, can  lea  I  to  that  temper  of  mind  which  is  necessary  to  produce  a 
mild,  conciliating  spirit.  While  both  parties  act  the  part  of  the  self- 
approving  pharisee,  we  might  with  equal  chance  of  success  attempt  to 
unite  &re  and  water — light  and  darkness — virtue  and  vice,  as  to  recon°, 
cilethem.  But  whe'i  both  regard  themselves  in  theirtrue  light,  as  of- 
fenders  against  their  duties  to  their  country,  they  will  be  disposed  to  for- 
give that  they  may  be  forgiven.  This  idea,  which  is  the  basis  v.hereoa 
this  work  rests  ha^  bean  more  than  once  stated,  ajd  c&nnot  be  too  often 
repeated,  and  inculcated  on  the  public  mind. 

I  fondly  hope  this  w  )rk  will  have  other  uses — that  it  may  serve  as  a 
beacon  to  other  ti'>vis  than  ours.  When  a  navigator  discovers  new 
shoals,  and  r:>cks  and  q'iick=aQds,  he  marks  tham  on  his  chart,  to  admen= 
ish  future  navigators  to  be  on  their  guard,  and  to  shun  the  destiuctioa 
%f>  which  ignorance  might  lead.- 

Thi'  strongly  any  li'-^s  to  our  ease.  By  an  extraordinary  mixture  of  folly 
a^d  '.vickedne  s  we  had  run  the  vessel  of  state  on  rocks  and  quicksands, 
and  breakers,  whpie  ihe  was  in  iaiminent  danger  of  perishing.  We  had 
brought  to  the  ve.-geof  p.'jrdition  the  noblest  form  of  government,  and 
the  luost  free  and  h  t.^oy  pe;)ple,  that  the  sun  ever  beiield.  But  thanks 
to  heaveri— -not  to  uur  virtue,!  our  public  spirit,  or  our  liberality — we 

tiie  declamatory  spe^c.e-  of  two  or  three  days  long,  occu /led  as  much  time  as 
parliament  wcul !  .■  ive  i-equired  to  riiise  Qfty  miilioas  of  money,  and  to  provide 
meaus  for  embodying  an  {irmv  or"  -0,000  men. 

*  Monttra  nulla  virtute  redempfa. 

f  The  irinstrioiis  h-^roes  of  t;je  western  country — our  gallant  navy — several 
of  our  generals  and  arniir-*  on  the  line? — the  citiz^u^  ©f  B  lUiinore,  aad  of  Stoning- 
ton— the  warrison  at  Cr.iiiy  l?land— lod  the  people  of  om*  other  places— -are  ob» 
viously  exempt  fr'vmt.U';  censure.  4.nd  nover  was  there  greitt^r  energy  displayed 
than  in  New  Yoi-k,  in  mTlrin?;  prepar-i'ions  for  the  warm  rer-^ption  of  an  .^iiemy. 
But  wh^n  we  consid-';  lue  vio'.cnce  of^;he  ea-^tern  stat-^s  agnin-t  th^  rulers  ct'.osen 
by  t.ie  people,  tl..^  tos  f  .'>r  a;id  indifFer^-at'e  nf  the  mig'ity  staff-  o^  Parmsylvania, 
and  of  other  portions  of  the  UDion,  we  mu^t  heave  a  sigh,  and  draw  a  veil  over  " 
past  scenes. 

B  2 
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have  eFcaped.  We  have  arrived  safe  in  port.  I  have  endeavored  to  de- 
lineate a  chart  of  the  most  formidable  of  the  rocks  on  which  our  vessel 
was  striking,  to  serve  as  a  guide  to  future  state  pilots.  I  trust  the  chart 
cannot  be  examined  attentively  without  benefit.  It  establishes  an  im- 
portant, but  most  awful  political  mayim,  that  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  destructive,  and  devouring,  and  execrable  spirit  of  faction^  men, 
otherwise  good  and  respectable,  will  too  f'equently  sacrifice,  without 
scruple  or  remorse,  the  most  vital  interests  of  their  country,  under  the 
dictates,  and  to  prora;.te  the  views,  of  violent,  and  ambitious  leaders ! 
What  a  terrific  subject  of  contemplation  ! 

The  publieation  of  this  book  has  decided  one  point  of  considerable  im- 
portance to  the  truth  of  history,  and  to  the  happiness  of  mankind.  This 
point  is,  that  it  is  not  quite  so  da.igerous,  as  has  been  supposed,  for  a 
writer  to  draw  a  portrait  of  his  cotemporaries — provided  the  features  be 
iaithf\ii!y  and  impartially  delineated.  It  has  been  too  generally  presum- 
ed tiiat  it  is  utterly  unsafe  to  write  of  our  own  times  with  truth.  Wiih 
this  idea  [  was  impressed  when  t  engaged  in  the  Avork.  And  it  requijed 
no  coTjmon  stimulus  to  inspire  me  with  the  hardihood  the  undeitaking 
required. 

iBut  the  event  has  falsified  the  anticipation.  Without  any  of  the  ad- 
vantages that  office,  or  rank,  or  connexions  afford,  I  have  dared  publicly 
to  call  faction,  and  jac>>biiusm,  and  disorganization — as  well  as  factious 
"Tnen,  and  jacobins,  and  disorg^nizers — by  their  proper  names,  without 
distinction  of  j  arty.  Arid  the  reliance  T  ('a'-.ed  upon  the  good  sense  of 
the  j-.ublic  ha^'  nvjt  been  disappointed.  M}  efforts  have  been  received  by 
a  le.rgo  portion  of  the  good  and  great  men  of  the  nation  witli  a  favour 
and  kiodn»^^-s>  whicii  fill  my  heart  with  the  most  exquij-ite  pletii^ure — and 
am(  iy  reuay  my  tremble  and  my  risic — the  sacrifice  of  my  business  and  of 
my  enjoyments,  during  the  progress  of  the  work — and  hold  out  encour- 
age>-nent  to  political  writers  to  shun  that  slavish  and  dishonorable  drvo- 
tioi}  to  party,  whereby  truth  is  sacrificed,  and  history  made  a  mere  tissue 
of  fables.  If  no  other  effect  had  been  produced  by  this  book,  I  should 
not  have  wn'itten  in  vain. 

The  advantages  of  cotemporaneous  writing  are  numerous  and  weighty. 
When  the  passing  erenls  are  recorded  and  commented  on,  while  they  are 
as  it  were  spread  before  our  eyes,  it  oily  requires  honesty  of  inten- 
tion to  make  the  portrait  a  tc]erab>  likeness.  But  when  we  treat 
on  occurrences  of  ''  years  ;hat  are  pas'  and  gone.V.it  is  like  tracing  the 
features  of  a  deceased  f-iend  from  memory.  The  great  and  leading  out- 
lines may  be  correct — but  in  filling  up  the  drawing,  many  of  the  most 
important  characteristics  must  escape. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  warn  the  reader  that  I  am  attached  to,  and 
fn  general  approve  of  the  political  view^s  and  most  part  (not  the  whole 
by  any  n>eans)  of  the  conduct  of  that  party  which  was  stignun-zei!  as 
anti-federal,  before  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  and  is  now 
entitled  democl-atic  or  republican.  We  were  called  anti-federalists,  be- 
cause w^e  were  eager  to  have  the  constitution  amended  previous  to  its 
ratification,  doublinr  the  practicability  of  amendment  afterwards.  We 
were  W'ild  and  extruvagant  enough  to  see  despotism  in  man;--  of  its  fea- 
tures, and  were  so  fatuitous  and  blind  as  not  to  have  the  slightest  idea  of 
<?anger  fro-n  the  state  governments.  We  have  lived  t  i  see  our  miserable 
infatuatio!^,  :^nd  tr)  der?recate  and  denlore  its  conseqi^ences. 

My  reason  fo;  this  exv^lcit  av?  v  ;i  ;s  t  ;Vi.idK'CP  th--  reader  to  receive 
Enj  opinion*  aad  iuferences  with  that  caution  which  is  nece&sary,  freia 
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ifee  probability  of  ray  being  under  tha  influence  of  that  bias,  which  more 
or  less,  every  iua-.i  feeels  towards  the  party  to  which  he  is  attached  ;  and 
which,  rotvvisthstanding  I  have  seduioasly  endeavoied  to  guard  against 
it?  iuiluence,  may  have  occasionally  led  me  astray.  To  no  human  being 
has  heaven  dpigtied  to  impart  infallibility  :  and  it  would  be  almost  a 
miracle,  if,  in  such  a  wide  scope  as  I  have  taken,  I  were  not  sometimes, 
wai-jsed  by  pa«ion  or  prejudice. 

Bat  to  this  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  I  believe*  no  man  ever  wrote  a 
book  of  this  extent,  and  embracing  such  a  variety  of  subjects,  who 
made  lighter  demands  on  the  coiuplaipaitce  or  credulity  of  his  readers 
than  I  have  done.  For  as  tbe  subject  i  have  discussed  are  of  Incalculable 
moment — as  the  happines  or  misery  of  unborn  iniilions,  as  well  as  of  this 
generation,  depends  on  the  course  we  steer — as  that  course  must  be  mate- 
rially affected  by  the  correctness  or  errors  of  the  views  we  may  take  of 
our  past  system  of  cotiduct — and  as  I  have  dared  to  cite  before  the  bar  of 
the  public,  men  of  hi^h  standing — great  talents —great  wealth — and 
powerful  influence — 1  have  judged  it  proper  to  support,  as  far  as  in  my 
power,  and  to  a  degree  hardly  ever  exceeded,  all  my  important  facts,  by 
documents  of  undeniable  authority.  Many  of  my  readers  will  probably 
believe  that  I  have  gone  unnecessary  lengths  in  this  rpspect.  But  I  trust 
I  have  not.  It  is  at  a!l  events  far  better  to  produce  too  much  evidence 
than  too  little. 

Were  every  line  of  my  own  writing  in  this  work  annihilated,  the 
iocuraents,  which  are  its  bones,  and  sinews,  and  muscels,  woald  be  amply 
adequate  to  establish  the  positions  1  meant  to  prove. 

The  strong  style  I  have  used  in  treating  of  the  conduct  of  the  eastern 
federalists,  will  be  censured.  But  it  may  be  defended  on  impregnable 
ground.  In  all  their  lucubrations  on  the  motives  of  the  war — the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  administration — and  the  conduct  of  their  opponents — 
they  uniformly  employ  the  most  unqualided  terms  of  reprobation  and  con- 
demnation. To  sheer,  downright  wickedness,  all  the  errors  and  misfor- 
tunes that  have  occurre<l.  are  ascribed.  There  is  not  the  slightest  shade 
of  allowance  made  for  human  imperfection.  A  deep,  wicked,  and  des- 
perate conspiracy  tp  destroy  commerce  is  assumed  as  the  leading  motive 
of  government.  And  all  its  measures  are  ascribed  to  and  accounted  for 
by,  this  absurd,  this  uiiipunded,  this  often  refuted  allegation. 

Those  who  shew  n^Ma^cy,  have  no  right  to  complain,  if  they  are 
themselves  treated  '.wIF'^triri  and  unrelenting  justice.  "With  what 
measure  ye  mete,  it  shall^be  measured  to  you  again." 

1  have  in  the  appendix,  considerably  extended  the  subjects  of  this 
work. 

The  pacific  policy  which  our  local  situation  affords  us  reason  to  hope 
we  may  safety  pur.'^ue,  and  which  our  interest  dictates,  has  induced  me  to 
review  the  restrictive  system,  and  to  point  out  its  decisive  effects  on  the 
prosperity  of  England.  It  is  a  most  potent  weapon — and,  had  not  fac- 
,tion  deprived  it  of  its  efficacy,  would  have  insured  us  complete  jne-tice. 
and  averted  the  horrors  of  warfare.  To  the  defeat  of  this  mi  id,  but 
powerful  instrument,  we  may  justly  charge  alj  the  carnagt  and  the  ex- 
pense of  the  war. 

An  efficient  and  safe  mode  of  defence,  whereby  foreign  aggression  may 
be  prevented,  and  internal  tranquility  preserved,  is  the  areatest  desidera- 
tum in  our  political  system.  It  is  ine  key-stone  of  the  arch  of  our  free- 
dom and  happiness.  I  have  therefore  gone  most  copiously  into  the  eon- 
fciJeration  of  the  subject.    The  authoritv  I  have  nrcduced  is  irresistible. 
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Neither  Pringle,  nor  Cullen,  nor  Sydenham,  on  medicine"-nor  Elaek-, 
nor  Lavoigier,  nor  Chaptal  on  Chemistry — nor  Lutlier,  nor  Calvin  nor 
Wesley,  among  their  respective  followers,  on  religion — are  superior 
auihority  to  general  Washington  on  railitia  jervice.  I  have  therefore 
availed  myself  of  his  tet^timeny,  to  an  extent  which  nothing  but  the 
iamiense  magnitude  of  the  subject  could  justify. 

1  have,  likewise,  in  the  appendix  analyzed  a  small  pamphlet,  which 
I  published  last  November,  entitled,  "  A  calm  addri'ss  to  the  people  of 
ihe  eapteru  states,"  wherein  1  have  given  a  full  view  of  the  very  errone- 
ous opinions  entertained  respecting  the  slave  representation  ;  and  1  tl:iak 
fully  proved,  thai  notwithstanding  the  unceasing  outcry  and  clamor  on 
the  subject  in  the  eastern  states  from  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the 
government,  those  states  have  uniformly  had  more  than  their  share  of 
influence  in  the  legislature  of  the  union,  withotit  having  any  regard  to 
the  slave  population.  In  the  course  of  this  investigatiun  I  have  made 
two  curious  discoveries — one,  that  New-York  and  Delaware  have  each 
a  slave  representative — and  the  other,  that  Massachusetts,  altht)Ugh  she 
haii  no  slaves,  has  a  repreeentative  of  her  black  population. 

Before  1  dismiss  the  work  from  my  hands,  feeling  the  solicitude  of  a 
parent  for  his  offspring,  I  cannot  refrain  from  once  more  requesting  the 
reader,  when  he  discovers  any  errors  of  style  or  matter— any  deliciency^ 
or  redundancy — or,  in  a  word,  any  thing  to  censure,  that  he  Mill  bear 
in  uiind  the  dii-advantagef  under  which  i  have  written — in  hours  stolen 
from  sleep,  and  during  the  pressure  of  a  business  which  in  no  common  de- 
gree requires  all  the  energies  of  body  and  mind ;  that  I  have  in  my  vari- 
ou!-  editions,  and  in  tlie  public  papers,  solicited  the  suggestion  of  errorf, . 
which,  if  pointed  out,  I  prcmi.^cd  to  correct ; — and  that  I  have  also  in. 
thi;  papers,  and  privately,  in  vain  solicited  commuuications  from  those 
who  could  and  ought  to  have  afforded  them. 

On  subjects  that  have  employed  so  many  thousand  pens  and  tongues, 
much  novelty  cannot  be  expected.    It  is  possible  that  there  is  not  a  new. 
idea  in  the  whole  work.     All  that  Dr.  Franklin  or  Pairick  Henry  coald 
claim   in  the  investigation  of  topics  so  long  hacknied   as  those   I  bare 
discussed,  is  the  arratigeu'ent. 

I  fondly  flatter  myscif  that  in  this  work  will  be  found  materials  for  a 
complete  defence  of  the  the  American  natioji  if\  its  intercourse  with 
England.  I  am  grosvly  deceived  if  the  mild,  lofbei. ring,  pacific  system 
pu!>ued  !y  this  country  for  lo  many  years,  afnidst  such  grievous  provo- 
cations, will  not  universally  receive,  as  it  deserves,  the  praise — and  the 
oppressive-,  outrageous,  and  injurious  conduct  of  England  to  us,  the  cen- 
sure— of  ail  jChristendom. 

Ii  would  be  gross  injustice  to  me  to  suppose,  that  I  wifh  to  perpetu- 
ate the  hatred  between  the  two  liations.  It  is  very  far  from  my  inten- 
tion. U  is  the  interest  of  the  Tnited  'tales,  and  will  be  their  policy,  if 
treated  with  common  decency  o'*  justice,  to  cultjvatfc  peace  with  ail  the 
VorW.^  And  I  am  nn-ch  deceived,  if  a  plain  and  candid  exp»;Kure  of  the 
vexi.MJous,  harrassing,  in^-ulting,  and  outrageous  po'icy  pursued  by  the 
suc:v»ssive  ministeis'^of  England.  fr;/m  tlu?  year  179S.  will  not  be  the 
best  nirans  of  preventing  a  recurrence  of  sr.ch  impolitic  and  unjust  con- 
duct. Tbev  have  dfei^iv  injured  ns.  Vvi  t!ie  injury  they  inilictcd  on 
th<  vital  interests  of  their  owu  nation,  has  far  exceeded  what  we  have 
suii'ered. 


PREFACE 
TO  THE  SIXTH  EDITION. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  6,  1815. 

ONCE  more  and  probably  for  the  last  time,  I  offer  the  "  Olive 
Branch,"  to  ray  fellow  citizens  ;  improved  and  enlarged  as  far  as  in  my 
power.  I  feel  grateful  for  the  kindness  and  indulgence  extended  to  its 
imperfections. 

Of  the  origin  and  progress  of  a  work,  which  has  succeded  so  far  be- 
yond all  human  expectation,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  permitted  without  io~ 
curring  the  charge  of  vanity,  to  give  a  brief  account.  Should  the  detail 
be  really  chargeable  to  vanity,  (no  man  can  judge  correctly  of  himself) 
I  hope  it  will  be  regarded  as  a  venial  failing. 

EvaiiT  in  September,  1814,  I  was  under  as  great  a  depression  of 
muid,  about  the  state  of  affairs,  public  and  private,  as  1  have  ever  expe- 
rienced. A  deep  and  awful  gloom  pervaded  the  thinking  part  of  the 
community  !  Thick  clouds  and  darkness  covered  the  horizon  !  The  keen- 
est eye  could  not  behold,  and  could  hardly  ant'^cipate  a  single  spark  of 
sunshine!  Washington  had  been  taken— and  its  public  buildings  destroy- 
ed with  Gothic  barbarity  !  Alexandria  had  been  pillaged  and  plundered  ! 
Hampton  had  suffered  rape  and  rapine  !  Baltimore  was  menaced  with 
signal  vengeance,  and  pointed  out  for  military  execution,  ly^  in  papers 
published  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  ! !  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
were  held  in  a  state  of  the  most  alarming  suspense,  and  in  daily  expec- 
tation of  a  hostile  visit— and,  of  perhaps  sharing  the  fate  of  Wasbiugton 
and  Alexandria  t 


PREFACE 

TO  THE  SEVENTH  EDITION. 

I  have  made  a  number  of  alterations,  addition?,  and  amendraents  iQ  the  pres- 
ent ed'tioa.  for  which  I  solicit  a  coatiouance  of  that  public  indulgence  and  xxvov 
which  have  been  so  liberally  bestowed  on  me  heretofore. 

Tile  three  Ia*t  chapters  are  entirely  new.  Tbe  subject  of  the  seventy-third  is 
of  vital  importance  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  country.  How  far  I  have 
succeeded  in  establishing  the  positions  I  have  undertaken  to  prove,  I  submit  te 
the  dacisio!!  of  an  enlightened  communitv. 
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CHAPTER  Ic 


Crisis  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States^  Dangers  of  parties 
and  factions.  Similarity  of  our  situation  to  that  of  France, 
Italy  and  England,  previous  to  their  civil  wars.  To  excite 
insurrection  easy.  To  allay  it  difficult,  Danseroustenden* 
cy  of  inflximmatory  publications^ 

THE  situation  of  the  United  States  "was  in  the  fall  of 
1814  highly  critical.  Party  and  faction,  the  bane  and  de- 
struction of  all  the  old  republics,*  were  carried  to  such  ex- 
travagant lengths,  as  to  endansrer  the  public  tranquillity — 
and  perhaps  lead  to  civil  war,  the  greatest  scourge  that  ever 
afflicted  mankind.  Unceasing  etTorts  were  used  to  excite 
our  citizens  to  open  resistance  of  the  government.f  This 
principally  took  place  in  the  eastern  states ;  but  there  was 
hardly  a  portion  of  the  union,  in  which  there  were  not  per- 
sons constantly  employed  in  inflaming  the  public  mind,  and 

*  An  idea  has  been  propagated  by  superficial  writers,  and  pretty  universal- 
ly believed  by  superficial  readers,  tliat  party  and  faction  are  peculiar  to  re- 
publics. Never  was  there  a  greater  error  There  is  hardly  a  body  of  men, 
how  small  or  insignificant  soever,  that  is  not  disturbed  more  or  less  by  party 
and  faction  Withia  the  last  ten  years,  one-half.at  least,  of  the  Religious  Con' 
gregations  in  Philadelphia,,have  been  distracted  by  discord  and  faction,  which, 
in  more  instances  than  one,  have  been  carried  to  the  extreme  length  of  abso- 
lute separation.  And,  to. mount  bighi^r.  who  can  forget  the  violent  factions  at 
the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  George  III  when  England  was  on  the  ve- 
ry verge  of  insurrection — and  let  me  add  the  vriigiouj;  ciusade  of  Lord  George 
'Cordon,  which  was  the  offspring  of  faction,  and  h-.-minated  in  enkindling  thir- 
ty-six fires  at  onee  in  London — rjf  which  city  the  niob  liad  uudisturbed  posses- 
sion  for  several  days.  All  the  felons,  and  other  tenants  of  the  prisons  bad 
their  chaias  knocked  oflT.  and  were  let  loose  once  more  lo  prey  on  the  public 
The  enumeration  were  endless.     Let  this  slight  sketch  .n-'fFice. 

t  The^e  topics  will  be  fully  discussed  in  specific  chapters  at  the  cioee  of  thie 
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preparing  it  for  commotions.*  Thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  citizens,  upright,  honest,  and  honorable  in  private 
life,  were  so  deluded  by  the  raadness  of  party  as  to  believe, 
that  the  defeat,  the  disgrace,  and  the  disasters  of  our  armiesf— 
the  destruction  of  the  [>;j!»!ic  credit*— (as  leading  to  tlie  expul- 
sion from  their  »iatioHs  of  the  highest  public  functionaries  du- 
ly chosen  by  the  people) were,  all  "  a  consummation  de- 
voutly to  be  wished" — and  the  certain  means  of  procuring  a 
speedy  and  an  homjrable  peace,  which  we  could  not  fail  to 
obtain  from  the  magn^inimity  of  Great  Britain,  provided  we 
removed  those  puolic  officers,  whom,  according  to  them,  she 
had  so  much  reason  to  execrate. 

It  was  in  v:^  .a  that  the  uniform  voice  of  history  proclaimed 
that  the  gem  rosity  of  nations  towards  eacR  other  is  a  nonen- 
tity;  that  the  terms  of  a  treaty  are  more  or  less  favorable  or 
injurious  ia  proportion  to  the  relative  strength,  and  energy, 
and  mesons  of  annoyance  or  defence,  of  the  parties  ;  tliat  pow- 
erful n.itions  have  almost  always  taken  advantage  of  the  fee- 
bleness of  their  adversaries ;  and  that  the  certain  road  to  a 
speedy  and  an  honourable  peace  has  ever  been  to  wage  war 
with  the  utmost  decision  and  effect. 

Were  history  wholly  silent  on  this  topic,  the  inherent  pro- 
pensities of  human  nature,  properly  explored,  might  satisfy 
every  rational  mind  of  the  soundness  of  these  political  max- 
ims. They  are  fair  deductions  of  reason  and  common  sense, 
to  which  the  universal  experience  of  mankind  bears  testimo- 
ny. Every  nation,  in  its  periods  of  debility,  has  been  oblig- 
ed occasionally  to  submit  to  injustice.  Every  nation,  pos- 
sessing the  power  to  do  injustice,  has  more  or  less  availed 
itself  of  the  opportunity. 

*  See  second  Note,  at  tlie  bottom  of  the  preceeding  page. 

f  To  some  af  my  readers  this  will  stem  impossible.  It  certainly  appear? 
incredible.  But  there  are  many  things  very  incredible,  that  are  nevertheless 
true.  And  it  is  capable  of  the  most  complete  judicial  proof,  that  gentlemen 
highly  estimable  in  private  life,  have  thanked  God  most  fervently  for  the  dis- 
graceful capture  of  our  armies.  Others  have  prayed  to  God  that  every  onetof 
our  soldiers  who  entered  Canada,  might  be  elaughtered.  This  is  one  of  the 
many  strange  and  unaccountable  instances  in  which  our  history  is  utterly  un- 
like the  histories  of  the  other  nations  of  the  eai  th.  it  is  really  a  sui  generis. 
I  feel  pretty  confident  that  no  man  of  character  or  worth  in  England  or  France, 
ever  rejoices  at  the  disgrace  or  disasters  of  his  country.  But  I  blush  to  tell  it# 
the  disgrace  of  our  armies  has  been  repeatedly  a  subject  of  as  much  exulta- 
tion in  our  coffee  houses  and  our  newspapers,  as  in  the  city  of  London.  I  could 
name  individuals  of  the  utmost  worth  in  all  the  social  relations,  except  that 
Tvhich  they  bear  to  their  country,  whose  satisfaction  at  the  distresses  and  em- 
barrassments of  our  government  haa  at  least  equalled  that  of  lord  Castle-"" 
rea»h. 
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'  I  was  aware,  that  my  fears  of  civil  war  were  resrarded  as 
visionary,  as  the  wild  effusions  of  a  disorded  brain.  I  found 
myself  in  a  small  minority.  And  were  the  correctness  of 
opinions  to  be  tested  by  the  numbers  who  entertain  them, 
mine  would  appear  most  miserably  erroneous.  But,  this  is  a 
conclusion  not  w  arranted  by  history.  It  had  been  a  thousand 
times  asserted,  and  will  be  as  often  repeated,  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  were  too  enlightened  to  fall  into  such  a  fatal 
error,  and  that  they  knew  too  w  ell  the  value  of  the  blessings 
they  enjoyed,  to  sacrifice  them  so  absurdly.  Such  a  delusion 
w  as  pardonable  a  few  years  previous  to  that  period.  But  our 
then  recent,  stui)endous  follies  ought  to  have  wholly  dispell- 
ed it.  We  displayed,  in  many  cases,  as  much  insanity  as  the 
history  of  the  world  exhibits  in  any  of  its  pages. 

Danger  is  not  diminished  by  shutting  our  ej'es  against  its 
approach,  or  by  denying  its^  existence.  This  would  be  a 
cheap  price  to  pay  for  security.  But  it  is  not  to  be  purchas- 
ed thus.  And  those  who  seriously  weigh  the  causes  that  led 
to  the  civil  wars  which  desolated  France,  under  the  house 
©f  Valois;  England  under  Charles  I. ;  and  Italy  for  entire 
centuries,  with  hardly  any  intermission  ;  will  have  reason  to 
believe  that  our  security  was  by  no  means  so  well  founded  as 
was  generally  supposed.  In  numberless  points  of  view,  our 
situation  and  our  j)roceeding3  bore  a  very  strong  analogy  to 
those  of  the  three  natioas  to  which  I  have  referred,  immedi- 
ately previous  to  their  respective  civil  wars.  Whoever  reads 
with  due  attention  Davila's  history  of  France,  Machiavel's 
of  Florence,  or  Clarendon's  of  the  rebellion  under  Charles  I^ 
will  be  astonished  at  the  near  resemblance.* 

The  difference  between  our  situation  a  few  years  since, 
and  the  late  turbid  state  of  the  country-,  -was  indubitably  far 
greater  than  from  where  we  then  stood  to  insurrection,  and 
separation,  and  civil  war.  While  there  were  so  many  com- 
bustible materials  scattered  abroad,  and  such  unceasing 
pains  taken  to  inflame  the  public  mind,  very  trivial  accideiita 

*  The  divisions,  and  distractions,  and  faction?,  that  prevailed  among,  and 
the  butcheries  alternately  perpetrated  on  each  other,  by  the  contendins  par- 
ties in  the  Grecian  and  Italian  republics,  are  ably  and  instructively  detailed  io 
the  Defence  of  the  American  Constitutions  by  the  ex-president  John  \dams. 
This  '>rork  has  not  had  the  fate  it  merited.  It  has  been  laid  aside  and  almost 
forgotten  Yet  there  is  no  work  extant  which  contains  more  useful  lessoni 
for  an  American — none  in  wliich  the  horrors  of  faction  are  niore  forcibly  dis* 
played — none  that  our  statesmen  and  politicians  ought  to  study  more  care- 
ftilly.  A  few  passages,  selected  i^ere  and  there,  have  been  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  decrying  it  nnd  with  too  much  success  But  there  never  yet  was  a 
human  prcduction  that  might  not  be  condemned  tp  the  flames  fey  tke  saaie  hjq^ 
of  trial. 
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might  have  enkindled  a  conflagration. — Once  unhinge  a  gov- 
crnment — once  let  loose  mankind  from  the  restraints  of  law 
and  constitution — and  the  human  mind  cannot  readily  calca- 
kite  the  terrible  result. 

It  was  said,  that  those  who  had  for  years  urged  the  propri- 
ety, and  necessity,  and  advantages  to  the  eastern  states,  of  a 
dissolution  of  the  union,  did  not  intend  (o  proceed  thus  far; 
and  that  they  held  out  these  threats  in  UrrGrcm  to  awe  the 
administration.  There  is  (he  strongest  possible  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  this  was  a  pernicious,  a  fatal  error — and  that  the 
leaders  of  the  raalcontenls  were  perfectly  serious  in  their 
views  of  a  separation.  How  often  had  tlie  churches  echoed 
with  the  insurrectional,  the  treasonable,  the  fan^^tical,  the  re- 
bellious cry,  "WHERE  IS  OUR  MOSES?  Where  is  th^ 
rod  of  his  miracles  ?  Wliere  is  our  Aaron  ?  Have  we  no  Mo- 
^es  to  Uadusoul  of  the  land  of  Egypt  P  Fatuity  itself  could 
not  mistake  the  meaning  of  this  species  of  dv^clamation.  But 
even  were  the  leaders  merely  threatening,  it  afforded  us  no  se- 
curity against  the  ruinous  result.  Those  wlio  raise  the 
storm  of  civil  commotions,  possess  not  the  power  at  pleasure 
to  allay  its  violence — to  say  with  effect,  "  thus  far  shalt  thou 
go,  and  no  farther."  This  theory  was  fully  exemplified  in  the 
civil  wars  of  Englaml  between  Charles  I.  and  his  parjia- 
Blent,  and  likewise  in  the  French  revolution.  The  latter,  oS 
"Which  nearly  all  \\\&  early  leaders  perished  in  jails  and  on 
scaffolds,  is  a  very  strong  case.  Very  fev»'  of  these  distin- 
guished and  illnsLrious  men  contemplated  a  recourse  to  arms. 
They  hoped  for  a  bloodless  triumph  over  tyranny.  But 
they  were  borne  down  and  destroyetl  by  violent^  and  wick- 
ed, and  sanguinary  men,  or  rather  monsters,  whom  (heir  j}ro- 
ceedings  released  from  restraint,  but  whom  their  utmost  ef- 
forts could  not  restrain  or  control. 

Never  had  brighter  prospects  shone  on  a  nation  than  those 
that  shone  on  the  United  States.  Never  bad  a  nation  been 
more  highly  blest.  Never  had  (he  security  of  person  and 
property — of  liberty,  civil  and  religious — been  attained  by 
Buch  easy  sacritices.  Never  had  (he  weight  of  government 
pressed  more  lightly.  It  was  not  felt.  Never  had  the  fond- 
est theories  of  philosophers  and  lovers  of  mankind,  been 
more  com;ileteiy  realized. 

Our  case  was  very  analagous  to  that  of  a  youth  who  inher- 
its a  large  estate,  and,  unacquainted  with  the  difficulty  of  its 
acquisition,  cannot  form  an  estimate  of  its  value.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  a  due  consideration  of  the  condition  of  those 
irho  are  destitute  of  the  advantages  of  fortune.     He  becomes 
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A  prodigal.     He  lavishes  away  his  treasures.     He  only  then 
begias  to  appreciate  them,    when    they  are    irretrievably 
squandered.     This  was  precisely  our  case.    We  had  not  suf- 
ficiently compared  our  situation  with  that  of  the  mass  oT 
mankind.— We  had  never  taken  a  full  view^  of  the  glorious,  the 
ipestimable  advantages  we  possessed.    We  had  the  most  no- 
ble inheritance  that  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  a  nation,  and  had 
not  duly  appreciated  our  happiness.       We  had  jeopardized 
it  most  wantonlj:^  and  fatuitously. — We  were  on  the  verge  of 
its  total  loss.     A  little  further  progress  in  folly  and  madness, 
and  we  should  have  been  undone.     We  had  by  rapid  strides, 
approached  the  banks  of  the  Rubicon.     Whether  vie  should 
plunge  in,  and  ford  the  stream,  or,  struck  with  a  due  sense  of 
our  errors  and  our  danger,  make  a  retrograde  movement,  and 
regain  the  elysium  whence  we  started,  was  in  the  womb  ot 
time.       Heaven  directed  us  to  the  blessed  alternative!    Be- 
yond the  stream  verges  a  dreary  desart,  where  anarchy  and 
civil  war  hold  their  terrific  reign,  with  all  their  long  train  of 
horrors,  and  where  the  devious  paths  lead  directly  to  ruth- 
less despotism. 

It  was  time,  therefore,  to  make  a  solemn  pauses — to  retrace 
our  steps — and,  since  we  refused  to  profit  by  the  sad  expe- 
rience of  other  ages  and  nations,  to  avail  ourselves  of  our 
own.  By  honest  endeavours ^by  abating  the  odious  vio- 
lence of  party  spirit — by  mutual  compromise — by  rending 
asunder  the  odious,  the  degrading,  the  pernicious  yoke  of 
the  violent  men  whose  infiuence  and  prosperity  depended  oa 
public  commotions — we  might  happily  regain  the  ground  we 
had  lost — we  might  dispel  the  delusion  that  was  leading  U6 
to  temporal  perdition. 

To  vindicate  myself  from  the  charge  of  folly,  in  my  gloo- 
my apprehensions  and  anticij>ations,  I  submit  to  the  reader 
a  few  specimens  of  the  unceasing  efifoi'ts  which  for  years  have' 
been  making  to  enkindle  the  flames  of  civil  war.  That  we 
have  not  yet  been  involved  in  it,  is  not  justly  chargeal  le  to' 
the  want  of  a  due  degree  of  labour  and  industry.  Never  was 
more  activity  dis]>layed — never  was  a  cause  more  sedulous- 
ly or  ably  advocated.  And  never  was  there  less  scruple 
about  the  means,  provided  the  end  w  as  accomplised. 

"  Od  or  before  the  4th  of  July,  if  James  Madison  is  not  out  of  office,  a  TitH 
form  of  govermnent  tvill  be  in  operation  in  ike  eastern  section  of  the  union. 
Instantly  after^  the  contest  in  many  of  ike  states  nill  he,  whether  to  adhere  fa 
the  old,  or  join  the  new  government  Like  every  thing  else  foretold  years  agOg  < 
and  which  is  verified  every  day,  this  warning  will  be  also  ridiculed  as  visoua- 
ty.  Be  it  so.  Bat  Mr  Madison  cannot  complete  his  term  ef  service,  if  the 
war  continuea.  It  is  not  possiWe ;  and  if  he  knew  human  nature,  he  woultl 
€ee  it."    Feda-al  Jiepublic2n,  November  7,  1814, 
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*'  Is  there  a  federalist,  a  patriot  in  America,  who  conceives  it  his  duty  to 
slied  hi«  blood  for  Bonaj^arte,  for  Madison,  for  Jefferson,  and  tliat  HOST  OF 
RUFFI  \NS  in  Congress,  who  have  set  their  faces  against  US  for  years,  and 
spirited  up  the  brutal  part  of  the  populace  to  destroy  us  ?  Not  one. — 
Shall  we  then  any  longer  be  held  in  slavery,  and  driven  to  desperate  poverty, 
by  such  a  graceless  faction  P— Heaven  forbid."     Boston  Gazette. 

"  If  at  the  present  moment,  no  symptoms  of  civil  mar  appear,  Q^  THEY 
CERT  J  INLY  WILL  SOON,  loiless  the  courage  of  the  rvar  party  Jail  them.^'' 
Seimon  by  David  Osgood,  D.  D.  Pastor  of  the  church  of  Medford,  delivered 
Juae26.  1812,  page  9. 

*'  A  civil  war  becomes  as  certain  tw  the  events  that  happen  according  to  the 
hnonm.  lans  and  established  course  of  nature.''^     Idem,  page  15. 

*'  If  we  would  preserve  the  liberties,  by  that  struggle  [the  American  revolu- 
tion] so  dearly  purchased,  the  callfor  RESISTANCE  against  the  usurpations 
of  our  onn  government  is  as  urgent  as  it  nas  formerly  against  those  of  our 
another  country.''''* 

*'  If  the  impending  negociation  wilh  Great  Britain  i^  defeated  by  insidious 
artifice  ;  if  the  friendly  and  conciliatory  proposals  of  the  enemy  should  not, 
from  French  sobserviency,  or  viewsj  of  sectional  ambition,  be  met  throughout 
with  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  sinefrity,  so  as  to  terminate  the  infamous  war 
'  which  is  scattering  its  horrors  around  us,  and  arrest  the  calamities  and  distress 
of  a  disgraced"  country,  it  is  necessary  to  apprise  you,  thit  stick  conduct  mill  be 
710  longer  borne  nn,th.  The  ivjurtd  Stales  nill  be  compelltd,  by  every  motive  of 
duty,  interest,  and  honour  ;  by  one  manly  exertion  of  their  strength,  to  dash 
into  atoms  the  bonda  of  tyranny  It  nill  then  be  too  late  to  retract.  The  di<i 
■^ill  be  cast.    Freedom  preserved,  "f 

**  A  S£par<ition  rf  the  States  nill  be  an  inevitable  result.  Motives  numerous 
and  urgent  nill  dewjand  that  measure.  As  they  oiiginaie  in  oppression,  the  op- 
pressors mW't  be  responsible  for  the  momentous  and  contingent  events,  arising 
from  the  dissolution  of  the  present  confederacy,  and  the  erection  of  separate 
governments.  It  will  be  their  work.  While  posterity  will  adniire  the  inde- 
pendent spirit  of  the  Eastern  section  of  oar  country,  and  with  sentiments  of 
gratitude,  enjoy  the  fruits  of  tlieir  firmness  and  wisdom— the  descendants  of 
the  South  and  West  will  have  reason  to  curse  the  iufatuation  and  folly  of  your 
councils."     (Idem  page 9.) 

"  Bold  and  resolute,  nhen  they  step  forth  in  the  sacred  cause  of  freedom  and 
jindependence,  the  Northern  people  nill  secure  their  object.  No  obstacle  am  im- 
pede them.  No  force  can  rdlhstand  their  powerful  arm.  The  most  mtmeroui 
armies  ivill  melt  before  their  manly  strength.  Does  not  the  pnge  of  history 
^struct  you,  that  the  feeble  debility  of  the  South,  never  could  face  the  vigor- 
ous activity  of  the  North  p  Do  not  tlie  events  of  past  ages  remind  you  of  tlie 
valuable  truth,  that  a  single  spark  rf  Northern  liberty,  especially  nhen.  en- 
Kghfened  by  congenial  commerce,  nill  explode  a  7vhole  atmosphere  of  sultry 
Scuthern  despotitm  ?  You  well  know  the  termination  of  the  expedition  of 
Xerxes,  with  his  hundreds  of  thousands,  against  the  Greeks  !  The  commer- 
cial Atiienians  taught  the  debilitated  tyrant  of  A?ia,  on  the  plains  of  Mara- 
thon, and  at  the  streights  of  Salamis,  of  what  exertions  Freedom  is  capable, 
whrin  rou.^ed  by  oppression.  The  hardy  Macedonians  not  only  defeated  and 
dispersf  d  countless  hordes  of  Southeirn  efteiainacy,  but  traversed  their  coua- 
try  at  plfeasare."     (Idem  page  12  ) 

*  Discourse  delivered  before  the  lieutenant  governor,  the  council,  and  the 
twohoni.e«  composing  the  Jegislatu-t:  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts^ 
May  iiU  ^^09.  By  David  Osgood,  D.  D.  page  25. 
•  f ''•  IN'orthern  grievances,  set  forth  in  a  Letter  to  James  Madison,  by  a  North 
American."  Published  May.  1814,  and  circulated  trith  great  industry, 
througUoBt  New-Ikiglaod  aiid  rfewYork.  page  4. 
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^*  Wten  such  are  the  effects  of  oppression  upon  men  resolved  not  to  submit^ 
aidisplayed  in  the  North  and  »Soutii  of  Europe,  and  in  all  ages  of  the  world, 
do  you  fiatter  yourself  with  its  pioducing  a  different  operation  in  this  country  ? 
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ted  efforts  are  not  sufficient  to  keep  in  order  tiieir  own  -enslaved  population, 
and  defend  their  own  frontiers  !  by  warriors  whose  repeated  attempts  at  inva- 
sion of  a  neighbouring  province,  have  been  disgracefully  foiled  by  a  handful  of 
disciplined  troops  !  by  Generals,  ruonuraents  of  an  ogance  and  folly  !  by  coun- 
cils the  essence  of  conxiption,  imbecility  and  madness  ! 

"  The  aggregate,  strength  of  Vat  South  and  West,  if  brought  agaiiut  the  North, 
jvould  be  driven  into  the  ocean,  ar  back  to  their  oivn  snltiry  niUls — and  they 
TTtight  think  themselves  fortunate  if  they  esciprd  other  piinishmtnt  than  a  de- 
feat, nhidi  their  temerity  noidd  merit.  Whil?  the  one  would  strive  to  en- 
slave, the  other  would  fight  for  freedom.  While  the  councils  of  the  one  would 
be  distracted  with  discordant  interests  ;  the  decisions  of  the  other  would  be  di- 
rected by  one  soul.     Beware!  Pause!  before  you  take  the  fatal  plunge." 

(Idem  page  13.) 

"You  have  carried  your  oppressions  to  the  utmost  stretcli.  IVe  n-ill/no 
longer  submit.  Restore  the  Constitution  to  its  purity  j  give  us  security  for 
the  future,  indemnity  for  the  past.  Abolish  every  tyrannical  law.  Make  an 
immediate  and  honorable  peace.  Revive  our  CoLnraerce.  Increase  our  na- 
vy. Protect  oiir  seamen.  Unless  you  comply  7iith  these  just  demands.,  iviik- 
out  delay,  we  nill  withdraw  from  the  Union,  scal'er  to  the  Jiinds  the  bonds  of 
tyranny t  and  transmit  to  posterity,  that  Liberty  purchased  by  the  Revolution.^'' 

(Idem  pagje  16.) 

"  Americaus  !  PREPARE  YOUR  ARMS— t/ow  nill  soon  be  called  to  usz 
them.  We  must  use  them  for  the  emperor  of  France,  OR  FOR  OUR- 
SELVES. It  is  but  an  individual  who  now  points  to  this  ambiguous  alterna- 
tive. But  Mr.  Madison  and  his  cabal  may  rest  assured,  there  is  in  the  hearts 
of  many  thousands  in  this  abused  and  almost  ruined  country,  a  sentiment  and 
energy  to  illustrate  the  distinction  when  his  madness  shall  call  it  into  action." 

(Boston  Repertory.) 

*'  Old  Massachusetts  is  as  terrible  to  the  Amencan.  non,  as  she  n-asto  the 
British  cabinet  in  1775;  for  America,  too,  has  her  Butes  and  her  Norths.  Let 
then  the  commercial  states  breast  themselves  to  the  shock,  and  know  that  to  them- 
selves they  must  look  for  safety.  All  party  bickerings  ma*t  be  sacrificed  on 
tlie  altar  of  patriotism.  Then,  ajid  iiot  till  thsTi,  shdl  they  humble  the  pride 
and  andntion  of  Virginia,  whose  strength  lies  in  their  weakness  ;  and  chastise 
the  insolence  of  those  madmen  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  nho  aspire  to  the 
govemrmtni  of  these  slates,  and  threaten  to  involve  the  country  in  all  the  horrors 
cf  7i'ar."  {Neny  Yorh  Commercial  Advertiser.) 

The  language  of  the  writers  is  plain  and  unequivocal.  It 
admits  of  no  mistake  or  misconstruction.  That  thev  intend* 
ed  to  produce  insurrection  and  dissolution  of  the  union,  un- 
less they  and  their  friends  were  enabled  to  seize  upon  the 
government,  re;^rdless  of  the  frightful  consequences,  it  would 
require  consummate  inpudence  to  deny  ;  it  would  be  folly, 
or  insanity  to  disbelieve.  What  might  ultimately  be  their 
Success,  it  was  impossible  to  foresee.  Every  thing  depend- 
ed on  the  course  pursued  by  those  who  had  an  interest  in  the 
public  welfare.  If  they  were  not  wanting  to  themselves  and 
to  their  country,  we  were  sure  to  rise  triumnhaut  over  our 
difi&cuities  aud  embarrassmeuts,     But  if  the  then  prevailing 
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#  • 
^^onderful  apathy  continued ;  if  we  remained  sluggishly  with 
our  arms  folded,  while  our  situation  became  daily  more  aw- 
ful and  alarming;  ruin  was  inevitable.  We  should  have  af- 
forded one  of  the  most  striking  instances  in  history,  of  pre- 
mature decay  and  decrepitude.  The  Lord  in  his  mercy  has: 
averted  such  an  awful  fate  ! 

Reliance  was  placed  by  those  who  denied  the  existence  of 
the  danger  which  I  deprecated,  upon  the  sober  character  of 
the  nation.  They  regarded  that  character  as  a  guarantee 
against  civil  war.  I  was  well  aware  ol  this  circumstance.  I 
allowed  it  a  due  share  cPinfluence  and  importance.  But  the 
strong  inference  drawn  from  it,  was  unwarranted  by  history. 
And  let  it  be  observed,  oncq  for  all,  that  the  only  unerring 
guide  in  government,  or  politics,  is  history,  to  the  neglect  of 
whose  lessons  may  be  ascribed  more  than  two  thirds  of  our 
errors  and  follies. 

The  Athenians  were  a  highly  polished,  and  a  refined  peo- 
ple. No  nation  in  ancient  times,  ever  excelled  them  in  these 
respects.  Yet  they  were  occasionally  seduced  into  the  most 
frightful  cruelties  by  their  Cleons  and  other  enrages.  They 
often  massacred  their  ]>risoners  in  cold  blood,  and  long  after 
they  were  taken*  And  the  proscriptions  and  butcheries  the 
adverse  parties  perpetrated  on  each  other,  as  they  gained  the 
ascendenc}^,  are  frightful  subjects  ofreflection,  and  to  us  hold 
out  most  invaluable  warnings. 

No  nation  of  modern  Europe  excelled  France,  few  equal- 
led her — in  courtesy — in  mildness — in  urbanity.  And  yet 
never  did  mankind  exhibit  themselves  under  a  more  hideous 
aspect — never  did, they  change  nature  more  completely  with 
wolves,  tygers,  and  hyaenas,  than  the  French  under  Marat, 
Danton,  Couthon,  and  Robespierre.  |I5^  These  arc  awful 
lessons,  to  which  those  who  were  lending-  their  aid  to  tear  down 
the  pillars  of  our  irovemmcnt,  ought  to  have  attended. 

Man  is  the  same  every  where,  under  the  same  excitements- 
We  have  our  Cleons,  and  our  Couthons,  and  our  Dantons, 
and  our  Rohespierres,  who  only  required  suitable  occasions  to 
have  given  scope  to  their  energies.  Mild  and  gentle  as  is 
the  American  character  generally,  the  revolution  in  this 
country  exhibited  in  various  places,  where  the  parties  were 
rancorously  embittered  against  each  other,  many  terrifying 
scenes.  Prisoners  were  often  hung  up  without  trial  by  the 
partizans  on  both  sides.  Blen  and  women  Avere  treacherous- 
ly shot  down  in  their  houses.  And  not  unfrequently  private 
milice,  to  sate  its  rage,  disguised  itself  under  the  cloak  of 
P'lblic  spirit.  Let  us  ponder  well  on  those  circumstance^. 
They  are  fraught  with  important  admonitions. 
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To  apply  a  remedy  to  any  evil,  moral  or  physical,  it  is  in- 
dispcBsably  necessary  to  explore  its  nature — to  ascertain  its 
causes — anil  to  trace  its  consecjuences.  Any  other  proce- 
dure arises  from  error  and  folly,  aiid  is  pregnant  with  defeat 
and  disappointment. 

With  this  view  I  respectfully  solicited  the  public  atten- 
tion. I  took  a  rapid  retrospective  glance  at  the  folly  and 
guilt,  which  the  factious  and  discordant  state  of  our  country 
had  generated.  As  far  as  in  my  power,  I  divested  myself  of 
any  party  bias,  and  treated  the  subject  as  if  it  belonged  to  an- 
other age  or  nation.  AVhatever  errors  I  fell  into,  arose  not 
from  sinister  intention:  they  were  chargeable  to  inadvert- 
ence and  human  imperfection.  On  my  freedom  from  partial- 
ity, 1  felt  the  more  reliance,  from  my  unalterable  conviction, 
that  both  the  hostile  parties  that  divide  (his  country,  and  who 
regard  each  other  with  so  much  hatred  and  jealously,  had 
largely  contributed  towards  the  misfortunes  that  had  befallen 
us — the  melancholy  change  that  had  taken  place  in  our  situ- 
ation— and  the  dangers  that  threatened  us.  It  was  impossi- 
ble for  a  candid  mind  to  review  the  scenes  through  which  we 
had  passed  for  some  years,  without  a  thorough  conviction, 
that  each  had  been  guilty  of  most  egregious  errors  and 
follies,  and  occasionally  of  something  worse  than  either;  and 
that  rCTnikenever  the  interests  of  the  nation  and  the  interests  of 
the  parli/  came  in  collision,  the  former  had  been  too  frequently 
sacrificed^  hij  both  federalists  and  democrats  to  the  latter.  No 
m?.n  who  has  an^y  public  spirit,  can  take  a  review  of  our  his- 
tory without  feeling  the  deepest  regret  at  the  extent  of  the 
mischief  this  miserable  system  of  conduct  has  produced.  It 
has  defeated  many  of  the  noblest  plans  that  the  wisdom  of  the 
country  has  ever  devised.  I  may  be  wrong  in  my  calcula- 
tions; but  I  believe  it  has  previsiled  to  at  least  as  great  an 
extent  here,  as  in  almost  any  other  country,  or  at  any  other 
period  of  time.  When  the  present  generation  sits  for  its  pic- 
lure  to  the  historian,  it  will  form  a  strong  contrast  to  that 
w  hich  is  past  and  gone.  The  errors  or  follies,  however,  of 
either  party  would  have  produced  but  little  injury  compara- 
tively, had  not  those  of  the  other  conspired  to  give  them  ma- 
lignity and  eifect. 

From  this  exposition  of  my  views,  it  was  obvious  I  should 
steer  a  course  very  different  from  the  generality  of  writers  on 
political  topics.      With  hardly  a  single  exception,  their  ob- 

^-  This  is  one  of  tie  most  lajBentab'e  syad^umiiiating  facts  io  our  bistoxf- 


33  THE  OLIVE  BRANCH. 

ject  is,  having  espoused  a  party,  to  justify  and  emblazon  its 
supporters,  whether  right  or  wrong ;  and,  if  needs  be, 

"  To  make  the  worse  appear  the  better  cauie." 

In  pursuit  of  this  object,  their  own  partizans  are  all  angels  of 
light, — whose  sublime  and  magnificent  plans  of  policy  are  || 
calculated  to  produce  a  political  millenium ;  and  their  oppo-  ^ 
nents,  demons  incarnate,  intent  on  the  destruction  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.  These  portraits  are  equally  unjust 
and  incorrect.  One  is  all  beauty,  with  little  resemblance  to 
the  pretended  original — the  other  a  hideous  caricature,  equal- 
ly foreign  from  honor,  truth,  and  justice. 

Among  the  frightful  consequences  resulting  from  this  odi- 
ous practice,  a  plain  and  palpable  one  presents  itself.  These 
horrible  portraits  engendered  a  satanical  spirit  of  hatred, 
malice,  and  abhorrence  in  the  parties  towards  each  other. 
Citizens  of  adverse  opinions,  whose  views  were  perfectly 
pure  and  public  spirited,  were  to  each  other  objects  of  dis- 
trust and  jealously.  We  attached  all  possible  guilt  and  wick- 
edness— political  at  least — to  our  opponents — and  then  de- 
tested the  hobgoblins  which  we  had  ourselves  created. 

It  is  not  thus  society  is  constituted.  The  mass  of  man- 
kind perhaps  of  all  parties,  and  in  all  ages,  hav©  meant  v^-ell, 
except  in  very  corrupt  states  of  society.  And  little  more  is 
necessary  to  produce  harmony  between  them,  than  to  under- 
stand each  other  correctly.  But  hostility  is  excited  and  per- 
petuated by  the  intrigues  and  mana£;eraent  of  demagogues, 
whose  influence  and  consequence  dettend  on  fomenting  dis- 
cord, and  who  wo!]'-!  sink  into  insignificance  in  times  of 
tranquility.  Mankind,  as  I  have  hinted,  hate  each  other, 
not  for  real  existing  differences,  but  for  phantoms,  the  pro- 
duction of  heated  imaginations.  Experience  has  frequently 
evinced  that  the  very  plans  of  policy  which  parties  out  of 
power  have  reprobated  and  denounced  cs  pernicious,  they 
have  pursued  themselves  as  soon  as  they  had  vanquished 
their  opponents,  and  seized  on  their  places.  And  I  believe 
every  man  of  reflection  will  pcknov.ledge,  that  if  the  federal- 
ists had  retained  the  administration  in  their  hands,  they 
would  have  advocated  the  rights  of  their  country  as  firmly 
as  their  successors  have  done;  and  would  prol3ably  have 
adopted  measures  to  resist  the  arrogant  and  destructive  claims 
of  England,  similar  to  those,  for  which  they  have  so  strenu- 
ously, though  not  very  honourably  or  consistently,  opposed 
the  present  administration. 

This  is  not  mere  suj>position.  It  is  historical  fact.  It 
iffiW  be  seen  in  the  sequel  of  this  works  that  the  federalist!^ 
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took  as  high  ground  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  and  as 
firmly  and  patriotically  resisted  the  unjust,  the  daring,  the  de- 
grading pretensions  of  England,  as  Mr.  Jefferson  or  Mr.  Mad- 
ison have  done.  Yet  the  resistance  of  the  two  latter  presi- 
dents has  been  among  the  strongest  accusations  alledged 
against  them  by  tlieir  polilical  adversaries.  It  is  impossible 
to  reflect  on  these  topics  without  sighing  over  human  w  eak- 
Bess  and  folly.  Federalism  has  in  these  transactions  suffer- 
ed a  stain  never  to  be  effaced. 


CHAPTER  IL 

Errors  of  the  Democratic  Parti/.  Federal  Constitution.    Oppo- 
sition to  a  Navy.   Allien  and  Stdiiion  Law.   Jay^s  Treaty. 

In  pursuance  of  my  plan,  I  proceed  to  a  review^  of  those  . 
errors  of  the  democratic  party,  which  contributed  to  produce 
the  change  in  the  prospects  of  this  country,  and  to  darken  the 
political  horizon ;  antl  1  trust  it  will  appear  that  I  have  not 
done  them  injustice  in  charging  a  large  portion  of  the  folly 
and  guilMo  their  account. 

Federal  Constitution. 

In  the  convention  that  formed  the  federal  constitution,  the 
democratic  party  sowed  the  seeds  of  a  premature  dissolution 
of  that  instrument,  and  of  the  American  confederacy.  Re- 
garding society  more  as  it  ought  to  be,  than  as  it  has  ever 
been,  or  is  ever  likely  to  be — led  away  by  theories  more 
plausible  than  solid — applying  to  a  free  elective  government, 
deriving  all  its  pov^ers  and  authorities  from  the  voice  of  the 
people,  maxims,  and  apprehensions,  and  precautions,  calcula- 
ted for  the  meridian  of  monarchy,  they  directed  all  their  ef- 
forts, and  all  their  views,  towards  guarding  against  oppres- 
sion from  the  federal  government.  Whatever  of  authority 
or  power,  they  divested  it  of,  to  bestow  on  the  state  govern- 
ments, or  reserve  to  the  people,  was  regarded  as  an  impor- 
tant advantage.  Against  the  federal  government  their  tears 
and  terrors  were  wholly  directed.  This  was  the  horrible 
monster,  which  they  laboured  to  cripple  and  chain  down,  to 
prevent  its  ravages.  The  state  governments  they  regarded 
■with  the  utmost  complacence,  as  the  public  protectors  against 
this  dreadful  enemy  of  liberty.  Had  they  succeeded  lo  nil 
the;ir  views,  they  would  have  deprived  the  general  govern 
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tnent  of  nearly  all  its  efficiency.  Alas  !  little  did  they  sup- 
pose that  our  greatest  dangers  would  arise  from  the  usurpa- 
tions of  the  state  governments,  some  of  which  have  since 
most  awfully  and  treasonably  jeopardised  the  union.  Unfor- 
tunately this  party  was  too  successful  in  the  convention. 
Its  endeavors  produced  a  constitution,  which,  however  admi- 
rably calculated  for  a  period  of  peace,  has  been  found  in- 
competent in  war  to  call  forth,  at  once  and  decisively,  the 
energies  of  the  nation,  and  the  administration  of  which  has 
been  repeatedly  bearded,  baffled,  and  thwarted  by  the  state 
governments.  Had  the  real  federalists  in  the  convention 
succeeded,  and  made  the  general  government  somewhat  more 
energetic — endowed  it  with  a  small  degree  more  of  power — 
it  might  endure  for  centuries.  What  fate  at  present  awaits  it, 
is  not  in  human  wisdom  to  foresee.  I  fervently  pray,  with 
the  celebrated  father  Paul,  esio perpetua. 

This  error  of  the  democratic  party  arose  from  a  want  of  due 
regard  to  the  history  of  republics,  and  from  a  profound  study 
of  those  political  writers  who  had  written  under  monarchical 
governments,  and  whose  views  Avere  wholly  directed  to 
guard  against  the  danger  of  tyranny  flowing  from  the  over- 
weening regal  power,  especially  when  possessed  by  men  of 
powerful  talents,  and  great  ambition.  The  theories  whence 
they  derived  their  views  of  government  were  splendid  and 
sublime — the  productions  of  men  of  great  public  spirit,  and 
regard  for  the  geaeral  welfare  and  happiness — and,  had  they 
been  duly  attempered  by  maxims  drawn  from  experience, 
would  have  been  of  inestimable  value. 

Estahlishmsnt  of  a  small  Navy. 

The  steady  and  factious  opposition  made  by  the  democrat- 
ic party,  to  the  establishment  of  a  small  navy,  adequate  at 
least  to  the  protection  of  our  own  coasts,  has  been  proved  by 
the  event  to  have  been  most  wretched  and  miserable  poHcy. 
It  arose,  as  well  from  a  spirit  of  hostility  towards  the  party  in 
power,  as  from  a  sordid  and  contemptible  spirit  of  economy, 
which  has  in  many  instances  disgraced  and  dishonoured  this 
party,  who  have  frequently  proved  themselves,  to  use  a  very 
trite  but  very  expressive  proverb,  "  penny  wise — pound  fool- 
ish.'* When  we  analyse  the  boasted  spirit  of  economy,  to 
which  the  opposition  to  a  navy  may  be  in  part  ascribed,  we 
shall  find  it  arises  from  two  sources ;  the  one,  from  men  of 
narrow  minds  carryins:  into  public,  the  huckstering  habits  of 
private  life.  The  other,  a  base  spirit  of  courting  popularity 
by  husbanding  the  public  treasure,  even  on  occasions  wheR 
liberality  is  true  economy,  which  as  frequently  occur  in  pub-. 
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fie  affairs  as  in  private  life.  Both  motives  are  equally  con- 
temptible ;  but  the  latter  is  the  more  pernicious,  and  produces 
the  most  ruiaous  consequences.  It  starves  and  smothers  pub- 
lic undertakings,  and  public  spirit ;  and  often  defrauds  illus- 
trious men  of  th^ir  due  rewards.  It  is  the  characteristic  vice 
of  our  times,  and  of  our  nation,  and  ought  to  be  hunted  down 
by  every  man  who  has  a  real  regard  for  the  honor  or  interest 
of  his  country.  To  this  vile  spirit  we  must  ascribe  the  nev- 
er-enough-to-be despised  debate,  whether  Eaton,  the  glorious 
and  immortal  hero  of  Derne,*  should  be  rewarded  with  a 
sword  or  a  medal !  a  debate  which  brought  dov>  n  on  the  con- 
gress in  which  it  took  place,  the  contempt  of  every  magnan- 
imous and  liberal  man  in  the  nation;  a  debate  which  w^ould 
have  disgraced  the  common  council  of  the  most  petty  bo- 
rough in  the  union.  To  this  spirit  it  is  due,  that  votes  of 
thanks,  and  swords,  and  urns,  and  other  cheap  modes  of  dis- 
playing our  gratitude,  have  tranquilized  our  minds,  and  de- 
ceived us  into  the  opinion,  that  we  have  paid  the  boundless 
debt  due  to  the  Hulls,  the  Bainbridges,  the  Decaturs,  the  Per- 
rys,  the  Porters,  the  Macdonoughs,  the  Joneses,  the  Ripleys, 
the  Browns,  the  Sco?ts,  the  Cotfces,  the  Carrolls,the  Macombs, 
the  Jacksons,  and  the  other  heroes  whose  glory  will  live  as 
long  as  public  spirit,  consummate  talents,  and  bravery  com- 
mand the  veneration  of  mankind. 

The  modest,  the  unassuming,  the  youthful  Perry,  rescued  a 
whole  frontier,  men,  women,  and  children,  from  the  murder- 
ous tomahawk.  Macdonough  certainly  rescued  another,  and 
prevented  the  enemy  from  establishing  his  winter  quarters  far 
within  our  territory.  And  Jackson  has  achieved  for  himself 
and  his  country  immortal  honour,  by  an  exploit  certainly  nev- 
er exceeded,  perhaps  never  equalled.  He  preserved  one  of 
the  most  important  keys  and  emporiums  of  the  countrjs  from 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  by  the  most  consummate  prudence, 
talents,  and  bravery.      The  interest  of  the  property  he  saved 

*  Perhaps  ray  estimate  of  this  exploit  may  be  errcneou?.  I  cannot  but  re- 
gard it  as  one  of  the  most  illustrieus  events  ia  American  military  affairs  by 
land — when  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  taken  into  view.  I  never  re- 
flect without  nmazcrapnt  and  admiration  ou  the  heroism  of  the  gallant  band, 
who.  under  this  intrepid  chief,  pierced  through  the  frightful  desart,  and  shook 
a  powerful  usurper's  throne  to  the  centre.  1  have  always  deplored  the  inaus- 
picious interference  that  dashed  ^he  glorious  prize  to  the  earth  just  as  Eato» 
had  stretched  oiit  his  hand  and  was  ready  to  seize  it  without  the  smallest  dan- 
der of  an  unfavourable  result.  The  state  of  Massachusetts  acquired  a  high 
degree  of  honour  by  its  libejality  to  the  warrior  of  Derne,  on  whom  it  bestow- 
ed 10,000  acres  of  land  a.*  a  mark  of  its  esteem  and  admiration.  This  act  of 
geneiosity,  by  the  co:;trast,  made  the  miserable  conduct  of  Congress  appesc 
\v:cnthv  c^additional  contempt,  - 
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from  depredation,  is  probably  abov€  $  750,000  per  annum. 
Yet  I  doubt  whether  there  is  gratitude  enough  in  our  public 
bodies,  who  hold  the  purse  strings  of  the  nation,  or  in  the  in- 
dividuals whose  property  has  been  preserved,  to  make  him 
any  adequate  return.  I  hope  and  y>ray  I  nfay  be  deceived. 
I  deprecate  being  correct  in  this  calculation.  But  I  have 
fearful  misgivings  on  the  subject. 

To  enable  us  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  immense  debt  we 
owe  our  illustrious  heroes,  it  is  only  necessary  to  call  to  recol- 
lection, the  prostration  of  the  public  mind,  and  the  degrada- 
tion of  the  national  character  in  the  early  part  of  the  war, 
wiien  our  operations  on  land  were  "  one  continued  stream"  of 
disgraces  and  disasters;  and  when  but  for  the  exploits  of  Hull 
and  a  few  others  on  the  ocean,  the  name  of  an  American 
would  have  been  a  passport  to  shame  and  disgrace.  The  na- 
tional character  was  supported  throughout  the  war  by  our  lit- 
tle navj',  whose  exploits  may  challenge  comparison  with  any 
of  the  most  signal  acts  of  heroism  recorded  in  history.  And 
on  land  it  was,  towards  the  close  nobl}'^  retrieved  by  the  he- 
roes whose  names  I  have  given,  and  others  who  will  grace 
their  country's  annals.  And  is  it  possible  that  congress  will 
be  base  enough  not  to  give  some  substantial  proof  of  the  na- 
tion's gratitude  for  benefits  so  far  beyond  all  price! 

In  no  instance,  hitherto,  have  congress  or  the  people  of  the 
United  States  discharged  their  duty  in  this  respect,  or  dis- 
played a  suitable  degree  of  gratitude.  Of  votes  of  thanks  they 
have  been  abundantly  liberal.  These  cost  nothing.  A  few 
swords  and  medals  too  have  been  awarded.  But  of  all  the 
benefactors  of  their  country — those  mec  who  have  preserved 
it  from  ilu  bottomless  abysses  of  disgrace  and  dishonour  i?ito 
which  it  was  precipitotisly  falling — who  have  given  it  a  rank 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  I  believe  there  is  not  one  on 
whom  the  nation  has  bestowed  a  reward  worthy  of  him  or  it 
Who  was  he  that  said,  "  the  sin  of  ingratitude  is  worse  than 
witchcraft  ?"  Whoever  he  was,  honoured  be  his  name. 

The  debt  due  to  the  illustrious  men  with  whose  names  I 
have  honoured  mj  page,  and  others,  who  have  trod  the  same 
path  of  glory,  can  hardly  ever  be  discharged,  even  on  the 
ground  of  mere  calculation  of  benefit  to  the  nation,  exclusive 
of  the  elevation  of  its  character. 

If  England,  whom  in  this  respect  we  ought  to  aspire  to  em- 
ulate, gave  500,000/.  sterling  to  her  Wellingtons  and  Nel- 
sons, let  the  United  States  give  some  solid  and  substantial 
proof  of  their  gratitude,  to  their  illustrious  heroes.  I  need 
not  add,  that  I  do  not  calculate  upon  such  very  extravagant 
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rewards  as  the  British  parliament  voted  "  the  great  lord,"  as 
he  has  been  styled.  But  the  gift  ought  to  be  worthy  of  the 
donor  and  acceptor ;  ought  to  operate  as  a  rewaid  to  the  mer- 
itorious, and  a  stimulus  to  excite  others  to  emulation. 

This  is  in  some  degree  a  digression.  But  I  hope  the  feel- 
ings of  my  readers  will  be  sufficiently  in  unison  with  these 
sentiments,  not  to  require  any  apologj^  J  therefore  make 
none.     I  return  to  the  navy. 

I  feel  confident,  that  the  Ration  has  lost  one  hundred  times  as 
much  through  the  want  of  a  small  navy,  as  it  would  have  cost. 
Numbers  of  instances  have  occurred,  of  valuable  merchant- 
men having  been  captured  by  petty  pickaroons  or  pirates, 
with  one  or  two  guns.  Our  ports  have  been  insulted  and  cut- 
raged,  and  the  ships  and  cargoes  T>f  our  merchants  been  plun- 
dered by  privateers  and  sloops  of  war,  which  a  few  armed  ves- 
sels would  have  forced  to  keep  a  respectful  distance.  Therec 
is  none  of  the  points  on  which  the  two  hostile  parties  have 
differed,  wherein  the^  democrats  have  been  so  very  far  below 
their  adversaries  in  consulting  the  real,  the  permanent  honour 
and  interest  of  the  country,  as  in  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
val force.  The  policy  of  the  federalists  in  this  respect  was 
dignified  and  honourable  ;  that  of  the  democrats  miserably 
contracted. 

Mien  and  Sedition  LdivSy  and  Eight  per  cent.  Loans. 

The  factious  clamour  excited  against  the  sedition  and  al- 
ien laws,  and  against  the  eight  per -cent;  loan — which  clamour 
was  the  principal  means  of  changing  the  administration,  and' 
taking  it  from  the  hands  of  the  federalists,  to  place  it  in  those 
of  the  democrats— may  be  justly  reckoned  among  the  sins  of 
the  latter  party.  A  candid  review  of  the  so-styled  sedition 
law,  at  the  present  hour,  when  the  public  ferment  to  which  it 
gave  rise  has  wholly  subsided,  will  satisfy  any  reasonable 
man,  that  so  far  from  being  an  outrageous  infringement  of 
liberty,  as  was  asserted,  it  was  a  measure  not  merely  defensi^ 
ble;  but  absolutely  necessary  and  indispensible  towards  the 
support  of  government.*  To  enable  the  reader  to  judge  for 
himseff,  v»ithout  the  trouble  of  referring  to  a  volume  of  the 
laws,  1  annex  the  document  itself. 

*  It  is  bLit  justice  to  avow  that  the  writer  of  this  book  was  as  ardent  in  his 
opposition  to,  and  as  much  alarmed  at  the  probable  consequences  of  the  aliea 
and  sedition  laws,  as  any  man  in  the  community.  As  it  tequires  an  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  corporeal  sanity  to  resist  the  efFectsg  of  a  violent  epidemical- 
disopder,  so  it  requires  great  strength  of  mind  to  keep  out  of  the  vortex  of  fac- 
tious contagion,  when  prevalent  with  those  whose  opinions  are  generally  con- 
genial with  our  own.  Of  this  strength  of  mind  the  writer  was  destitute  in  com-' 
nion  with  a  large  portion  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
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**  Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hou-^e  cf  Rej>resfDtiitives  of  the 
United  Stat83  of  America,  in  Congrebs  assembled,  That  if  any  persons  shair 
unlan'/uUy  combine  or  conspim  fogcthn',  ri-ilh  inUnt  In  dppMe  any  tmaiure  er 
measures  of  the  governmmt  of  the  Uniird  StcJss,  ivkick  ore  or  shell  he  directed 
by  proper  authoriiij,  or  to  imj-ede  t/ifi  cpcraiicn  of  any  luw  cf  the  Viiilul  fUctei, 
or  to  intimidate  or  prevent  any  perscn  boldiug  a  place  or  ofTice  in  or  linder  tiie 
government  of  the  United  States,  from  undertakii;g,  perfonning,  or  executing 
iiis  trust,  or  duty  ;  and  if  any  person,  or  persons,  with  intent  as,  aforesaid,  shall 
counsel,  advise  or  attempt  to  procure  any  insurrection,  riot,  unlawful  assembiy, 
"Oi  combination,  whether  such  conspiracy,  threatenif^,  coi;?,seJ.  advice  or  at- 
tempt shall  have  the  proposed  tfTect  or  not,  he  or  they  »hall  he  deemed  gnflty 
cf  a  high  misdemeanor  ;  and  on  conviction.  btPore  any  court  of  the  United 
States  iiaving  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  ba  punished  by  a  iir.e  not  c:<c<;cdjng  five, 
thousand  dollars,  and  by  impiisonuient  during  a  term  not  less  than  .six  months, 
ijor  exceedin;!  tivo  years;  and  further,  at  the  dircrctlcn  of  tlie  court,  may  be 
lioldfcu  to  r.nd  sureties  for  his  or  their  good  beisaviour  in  such  sum,  i-cd  for  such 
tim^,  as  the  SMid  court  niiy  direct 

'•  6ec.  2.  And  ne  n  i\n.;,^r  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall  write,  print, 
utter  or  publish,  or  shall  caus?  or  procure  to  be  Avritten,  printed,  uttered  or 
v;ubUshed,  cr  i-hall  knov,  i^^rly  and  wiillngly  assist  or  aid  in  Avriting,  printing, 
uttering  or  pub;is')in.  ^r^  ny  false,  sctindalnis  end  malicou;  nriiing  or  7iri- 
tings  ugiiriit  tfu  govf^a--  tnt  of  the  United  States,  or  either  hiuse  of  the  Con- 
grisr.  if  the  United  Stalts,  or  the  President  nf  the  United  SLiif;,  uiih  intent  to 
defame  the  said  government,  or  either  house  of  the  Congress,  or  the  said  Pres- 
ident, or  to  bring  them,  or  either  of  them,  into  contempt  or  disrepute  i  or  to 
excite  against  them,  cr  eltlier  or  any  of  them,  the  hatred  of  ihe  good  people  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  stir  up  sedition  witiiin  the  United  States ;  or  to  excite 
any  unlawful  combinations  therein,  for  opposing  or  resisting  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  act  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  done  in  pursu- 
ance of  any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers  in  him  vested  by  the  constitution  oi  the 
United  States  ;  or  to  resist,  oppose,  or  defeat  any  such  la.v  or  act ;  or  fj^  ta 
aid,  encourage,  or  abd  any  hostile  designs  (f  any  foreign  ndion  ^^g^nn:-  the 
United  States,  their  penple  or  government,  t!:.-n  tucli  p-i^rsoii,  bting  thereof  con- 
victed before  any  court  of  the  United  Stat.  •  having  jurisdiction  thoreof,  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  tv.o  thousand  dollars,  and  by  iinpii:on- 
ment  not  exceedmg  two  years. 

"  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  That  if  any  person  shall 
he  prosecuted  under  this  act,  for  writii.g  or  publishing  any  libel  as  aforesaid, 
rrj=>  it  shall  be  h^vfal  for  the  dffendtmt,  upon  the  trial  if  ike  came,  to  give  in 
evidence,  in  his  defence,  ihe  truth  rf  the  matter  conir.ined  in  the  publioAion 
charged  as  a  libel.  And  the  jury  who  shall  try  the  cause,  sliall  have  a  right 
to  determine  the  l?w  and  the  fact,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other 

"  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  em clcd.  That  this  act  shall  continue  and  be  in 
force  until  the  tiiird  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  ai  d 
no  longer  •.  Brovided,  that  the  expiration  of  the  act  shall  not  prevent  or  defeat 
a  prosecution  and  punishment  of  any  offence  against  the  law,  during  the  tiu.e 
it  shall  be  in  force." 
Julyy  1798. 

The  fate  of  this  law  holds  out.  an  all-important  lesson  on 
faction  and  party  spirit.  Laudable  and  necessary  as  it  was, 
and  guarded,  as' far  as  a  law  can  be  guarded,  against  abuse, 
the  o\-{>osit.ion  to  it  was  as  violent,  and  it  excited  as  much 
horror  and  indignation,  as  if  it  had  wholly  destroyed  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  and  "  left  not  a  trace  behind.'"  And  in  this 
•senseless  and  disgracffulclL^mour,  were  engaged  vast  numbei:£ 
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of  the  best  and  most  intelligent  members  of  the  community,, 
The  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws  were  made  the  subject  of  an 
elegant,  but  violent  and  inflammatory  report,  agreed  to  by  the 
legislature  of  Virginia,  as  respectable  and  enlightened  a  at^ 
liberative  body  as  any  in  the  United  States,  or  perhaps  in  the 
world.  But  they  were  bitten  by  the  mad  dog  of  faction  in 
common  with  so  large  a  portion  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and 
were  seized  with  the  prevalent  disorder.  They  regarded  the 
two  obnoxious  laws  as  inroads  upon  public  liberty,  which  re- 
quired to  be  repelled  with  the  utmost  firmness. 

It  would  be  uncandid  not  to  state,  that  the  trials  under  this 
act,  for  libels  against  the  president,  and,  as  far  as  my  recol- 
lection serves  me,  against  some  of  the  other  public  function- 
aries, were  managed  with  very  considerable  rigour;  and, from- 
the  abuse  of  the  law,  tended  to  give  an  appearance  of  propri- 
ety and  justice  to  the  clamour  against  it.  The  case  of  Thom- 
as Cooper  and  Matthew  Lyon,  Esqre.  who  were  both  treated 
with  remarkable  severity,  excited  a  high  degree  of  sympathy 
in  the  public  mind.  I  have  strong  doubts,  whether,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  a  jury  could  be  found  in  London  to  pro- 
nounce a  verdict  of  "  guilty"  against  either  of  them.  Of  the 
two  cases,  it  may  be  justly  said — summiimjus,  stniuna  injuria. 
But  the  censure  did  not  attach  to  the  law.  It  lay  at  the  door 
of  the  juries* 

I  have  littlfe  to  o^er  respecting  the  alien  law.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly liable  to  strong  objections.  It  invested  the  presi- 
dent with  powers  liable  to  great  abuse.  But  it  certainly  nev- 
er warranted  the  awful  outcry  that  was  raised  against  it.  To 
enable  the  reader,  however,  to  form  his  own  opinion— and,  if 
mine  be  erroneous,  to  reject  it  altogether,  I  annex  the  most 
obnoxious  clause  of  the  act. 

"Sec.  T.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Representaiivex  of  Vie- 
United  Staies  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tlfls 
President  of  the  United  States,  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  this  act, 
to  order  all  such  aliens  as  he  shall  judge  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  United  States,  or  shall  have  reasonable  grounds  to  suspect  are  concerned- 
in  any  treasonable  or  secret  maichiQations  against  the  government  thereof,  to 
depart  out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  within  such  time  as  shall  bp 
expressed  in  such  order ;  which  order  shall  be  served  on  snch  alien  by  deliv- 
ering him  a  copy  thereof,  or  leaving  the  came  at  his  usual  abode,  and  return- 
ed to  the  office  ©f  the  secretary  of  state,  by  the  niarghall  or  other  person  to 
•whom  the  same  shall  be  directed.  And  in  case  any  alien  so  ordered  to  depart, 
Bh?.ll  be  found  at  large  within  the  United  States  after  the  time  limited  in  such 
order  for  his  departu.e,  and  not  having  obtained  a  license  from  the  president 
to  reside  therein,  or  having  obtained  such  license  shall  not  have  conformed 
thereto,  erery  such  alien  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  imprisoned  for  a  ter;^ 
Dot  exceeding  three  years,  and  sliall  never  after  be  admitted  to  become  a  cit*» 
zen  of  the  U.  States  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  lizjij 
alien  80  ordered  to  depart,  shall  prove  to  the  satisfectioa  of  the  president)  fey 
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evidence  to  be  taken  before  such  person  or  persons  as  the  presiJent  slrall  di 
reel,  who  arc  for  tijat  purpose  hereby  authorized  to  administer  oat  lis,  that  i.» 
injury  or  danger  to  the  United  States  will  arise  from  suHeriiiK  such  alien  to 
reside  therein,  the  president  may  grant  a  license  to  such  alien  ti^remain  w  ith- 
iil  the  United  States,  for  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  and  at  such  place 
as  he  may  designate.  And  the  president  may  also  require  of  sucli  alien  to  eu- 
ter  into  a  bond  to  the  United  States,  in  such  penal  sum  as  lie  may  direct,  with 
one  or  more  sufficient  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  tiie  person  authorized  by 
the  president  to  take  the  same,  conditioned  for  the  good  behaviour  of  suc'i  al- 
ien during  his  residence  in  the  United  States,  and  not  violatintl  his  licrnse  ;- 
which  license  the  president  may  revoke,  whenever  he  shall  think  proper." 

Miye.nm. 

The  eight  per  cent.  loan  remains.  It  was  united  with,  and 
increased  the  clainour  against,  the  alien  and  sedition  la\^s  ; 
and  these  obnoxious  measures,  as  I  have  already  observed, 
precipitated  the  federalists  from  power.  Yet  we  have  since 
found  that  their  successors,  the  democrats,  have  themselves 
given  about  eight  per  cent,  on  their  loans.  This  would  af- 
ford a  glorious  triumph  to  federalism  over  her  inveterate  rival, 
democracy,  were  it  not  that  the  annals  of  the  former  can  fur- 
nish many  instances  of  similar  fraillj'^,  and  inconsistency,  and 
departure  from  professions.  And  it  is  a  meiancholly  truth, 
that  the  histories  of  all  the  parties  and  factions  that  have, 
since  government  was  first  instituted,  cursed  and  scourged 
mankind  by  their  senseless,  envenomed,  and  implacable  hos- 
tilities, are  replete  with  instances  of  errors  equally  disgrace- 
JTal  and  dishonourable.  A  history  of  the  madness,  the  folly,, 
and  tie  depravity  of  party  and  fection,  is  a  grand  desiderar 
turn. 

Jai/s  Treaty, 

The  violent  opposition  to  this  instrument,  which  pervaded 
the  union,  and  greatly  disturbed  the  administration  of  Gener- 
al Washington,  was  a  highly  factious  procedure  on  the  part 
of  the  democrat*,  who  were  led  away  by  objections,  plausible, 
but  not  substantial — hardly  any  of  which  have  been  realised. 
This  affair  evinces  the  danger  of  yielding  to  the  sudden  im- 
pulses of  national  feeKng,  whieh  beai  down  every  thing  be- 
fore them,  and  which  wholly  overpower  the  reason  and  un- 
derstanding of  even  the  wise  and  the  good,  who  on  such  oc- 
casions, are  only  on  a  level  with  the  most  uninformed  and 
uncultivated  part  of  the  community.  Nearly  all  the  predic- 
tions respecting  this  treaty  have  been  the  sooth-sayings  of 
falfe  prophets ;  of  men,  some  led  astray  by  their  prejudices — 
others  by  perturbed  imaginations.  Such  of  them  as  have  been 
realised,  have  been  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  solid 
advantages  resulting  from  the  adjusjifljent  ^  the  differencJe^ 
betweeo  the  two  uations. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

Monroe  and  Piiihuifs  Trcaiy  with  England.  Separation  cf 
the  States.  Trcaaonible  Fublications.  Emhar^Q.  Noiun- 
terXGursc- 

Of  the  errors  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  adiiiiirislration,  it  is  unue- 
c&ssary  to  mentiosi  more  than  three,  denoling-  two  very  o:)«- 
•})asite  extremes  of  characJer — tiie  one  hishSy  bold  anddarino- 
■ — the  other  dis'/laying  an  equal  degree  of  feebleness. 

Monroe  and  Phikney^s  Treat}/  with  England. 

Two  raiulsters  a[)-)oin{ed  by  BIr.  Jetlerson,  had  negociatcd 
a  treaty  witii  England,  the  best  they  could  procure.  It  had 
been  transmitted  to  l.im  in  due  form.  Without  coii&u] ting  the 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  treaty-making  power,  he,  on  his 
own  responsibility,  rejected  it,  and  transmitted  to  these  min- 
isters instructions  to  begin  the  negociation  anew.  This  was 
a  mighty  and  a  fatal  error.*  It  may  be  doubled  whether  it 
-were  not  a  violation,  at  least  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution. 
It  was  at  all  events  a  case  that  probably  did  not  enter  into 
tlie  conceptions  of  the  fraraersof  that  instrument.  If  it  had, 
it  i^  likely  they  would  have  provided  against  its  occurrence. 

A  calm  reflection  on  this  subject  can  hardly  fail  to  convince 
the  reader  that  probably  to  this  source  may  be  fairly  traced 
nearlj^  all  our  present  ditScuIties.  Had  this- treaty  been,  as 
it  ought,  laid  before  the  senak,  they  would  in  all  likelihood 
have  ratified  the  chief  parts  of  it,  and,  as  had  been  the  case 
with  Jay's  treaty,  have  referred  the  obnoxious  clauses  to  a 
new  discussion.  Our  disputes  with  England  would  have  been 
thus  compromised — and  our  party  divisions  could  never  have 
been  excited  to  such  a  height  as  to  endanger  the  peace  and 
security  of  the  country. 

It  has  been  inferred  from  the  rejection  of  this  treaty,  that 
it  arose  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  desire  of  a  cause  of  war  with 
England.  This  is  radically  wrong.  At  no  period  since  the 
commencement  of  the  French  revolution  has  there  been  a 
deficiency  of  a  real  cause  of  war  with  England,  in  the  imoress- 
ment  of  our  seamen,  and  the  violent  proceedings  against  our 
commerce.     But  a  pregnant  proof  of  the  fellacy  of  thischaro-e 

*  It  has  been  attempted  to  justify  thi!?  procedure,  by  the  circumstance,  that 
IJie  negociators  had  violated  one  exp*'icit  item  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  instructions— 
to  conclude  co  treaty  without  a  specidc  article  euardiug  against  ioapressncntg^ 
'T^is  is  ao  jugtiScatioa.    It  is  barely  a  paiiiatioQ. 
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nrises  out  of  the  attack  of  the  Leopard  on  the  Chesapeake. 
This  circumslance  settles  the  qaestion  forever.  Had  Mr^ 
Jeiferson  been  desirous  of  war  with  England,  nothing  more 
was  necessary  than  to  h.ive  convened  congress  immediately 
Jifter  that  event,  during  the  extraordinary  ebullition  of  the 
public  mind  which  it  created.  All  parties  were  then  clam- 
orous for,  and  would  have  heartily  united  in  a  war.  And  war 
would  certainly  have  been  declared  by  congress  almost  unan- 
imousiyr  But  with  a  desire  of  peace,  deserving  of  the  high- 
est praise  and  gratitude  of  his  country,  which  he  has  never  re- 
ceived, he  deferred  (he  convening  of  congress  about  four 
months,  within  which  period  the  public  ferment  had  subsided. 
This  important  fact  has  been  wholly  overlooked  in  the  fac- 
tious discussions  that  have  taken  place  respecting  his  admin- 
istration; so  true  it  is^  that  in  times  of  turbulence,  reason  rai- 
ses her  voice  in  vain.  It  is  drowned  in  the  obstrejierous 
brawlings  of  noisy  faclionists. 

The  justice  which  leads  to  this  vindication,  compels  me 
unqualifiedly  to  censure  the  very  extraordinary  and  unpre- 
cedented measure  of  rejecting  the  treaty  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility. 

-Besides  the  want  ofan  explicit  clause  on  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment, the  friends  of  Mr.  .Tefferson  assign  another  plea  to 
justify  him  for  the  rejection  of  this  treaty.  After  it  was 
agreed  to  by  both  parties,  there  was  a  rider  annexed  to  it  by 
the  British  commissioners,  which  was  calculated  to  give  the 
treaty-sanction  to  the  celebrated  orders  in  council,  which, 
even  then,  it  would  appear,  wete  in  contemplation. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  decide  correctly,  I  annex  the  rider. 

NOTE 

Of  the  British  Commissioners.,  accompanying  Monroe  and 
Pifwknei/'s  Treaty. 

London,  Dec.  31,  1806. 

"  The  undersigned,  Henry  Richard  Vassal,  lord  Holland,  and  William  lord 
Auckland,  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  have  the  honor  to  inform 
James  Monroe  and  William  Pinkuey,  comaiissioiiers  eslraordinary  and  pleni- 
potentiaries nf  the  United  States  of  America,  that  they  are  now  ready  to  pro- 
treed  to  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  amity, commerce,  and  navigation,  on  the 
articles  of  which  they  have  mutually  agreed. 

"  But  at  the  same  time  they  have  it  in  command  from  his  majesty,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States,  to  some  extraordinary 
proceedings  whicli  have  lately  taken  place  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  to 
communicate  t«  thea  oflScially  the  sentiments  of  his  majesty's  government 
thereupon. 

"  The  proceedings  alluded  to  are  certain  declarations  and  orders  Of  ^ 
French  government  issued  at  Berlin,  on  the  2 let  of  November  last.. 
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**  In  those  ordfrs,  the  French  government  seeks  to  justify  or  palliate  its  own 
«n.itist  pretensions,  by  imputing  to  Great  Britain  principle!!,  which  she  never 
pioi'esried,,and  practices  which  never  existed.  His  inaj(:?ty  is  accused  of  a  sys- 
tcbiaticand  general  disregard  of  the  law  of  nr.tions,  recognized  by  civili^ed 
states,  and  mere  particularly  of  an  unwarrantable  extension  of  the  right  of 
blockade.  \yhevea3  his  nipjefty  may  Ci/t^Jidtniln  appeal  to  the  nc-rld  on  his 
uvJform  respect  to  neiiiyid  rights^  and  hu  gnxtral  and  scrupxdcrus  adktrcncc 
to  t/ie  la :v  of  nations,  witiioat  condescending  to  contrast  his  conduct  in  these 
particulars  with  that  of  his  enemy  :  and  with  regard  to  the  only  specif  ed  c!iaige, 
it  is  notorious  that  he  has  never  declared  any  ports  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockode, 
n'lihout  allotting  to  that  object  a  force  sufficient  to  make  Vte  entrance  into  Lnem 
manifestly  dun^ercus 

"  by  such  allegition?,  unfounded  as  they  are,  the  enemy  attempts  to  justify 
his  pretensions  of  confiscating  as  lawful  pri^e,  all  produce  of  English  industry 
or  manai"aciure,  though  it  be  the  property  of  neutrals  ;  of  excluding  from  hit 
ha3'!x>urs  every  neutral  vessel,  which  has  touched  at  any  port  of  his  majesty's 
dominions,  though  employed  in  an  innocent  commerce  ;  and  of  declaring  Great 
Britain  to  be  in  a  state  of  blocl-Gde.  tliough  his  own  naval  ports  and  arsenals 
are  actually  blockaded  !  and  he  is  unable  to  station  any  naval  foTce  whatever, 
bv,'forcany  port  of  t'le  united  kingdom. 

*'  Suclj  principles  are  in  themselves  extravagant  and  repugnaat  to  the  law 
of  nations  ;  and  the  pretensions  founded  on  them,  though  professedly  directed 
solely  against  Great  Britain,  tend  to  alter  the  practice  of  war  among  civilized 
nations,  and  utterly  to  subvert  the  rights  and  independence  of  neutral  poners. 
The  undersigned  cannot,  therefore,  believe  that  the  enemy  will  ever  seriously 
attempt  to  enforce  such  a  system.  If  he  should,  they  are  confident  that  the 
good  sense  ©f  the  A.mcrican  government  will  perceive  the  fatal  consequences  of 
such  pretensions  to  neutral  commerce ;  and  that  its  spirit  and  regard  to  nation- 
al honour  will  prevent  its  acquiescence  in  such  palpable  violations  of  its  rights 
and  injurious  encroachments  on  its  interests. 

"  If,  iiowever,  the  enemy  should  carry  these  threats  into  execution  ;  and  if 
neutral  nntions,  contrary  to  all  expectations,  should  acquiesce  in  such  usurpa- 
tions ;  his  majesty  might  probably  be  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  re- 
taliate in  hi?  just  defence,  and  to  adopt,  in  regard  to  the  commerce  of  neutral 
nations  with  his  enem.ies,  the  same  measures  which  those  nations  shall  have 
pprm.itted  to  be  enforced  against  their  commerce  with  his  subjects.  The  com- 
mis-'ionors  of  the  United  States  will  therefore  feel,  that  at  a  moment  when  his 
m'!Jesly  and  all  neutral  nations  are  threatened  with  such  an  extension  of  the  belli' 
gerent  pretensions  of  his  enemies,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  stipulations  of  the 
present  treaty,  without  explanation  from  the  United  States  of  their  intention?, 
or  a  reservation  on  the  paj  t  of  his  majesty  in  the  case  above  mentioned,  if  it 
should  ever  occur. 

"  Tlie  undersigned,  considering  that  the  distance  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, renders  any  immediate  explanation  on  tills  subject  impossible,  and  arama- 
ted  by  a  desire  of  forwarding  the  beneficial  work  in  which  they  are  engaged, 
are  authorized  by  his  majesty  to  conclude  the  treaty  without  delay.  They 
proceed  to  the  signature  under  the  full  persuasion  that  before  the  treaty  shall 
be  returned  from  America  with  the  ratification  of  the  United  States,  the  ene- 
vny  will  either  have  formally  abandoned  or  tacitly  relinquished  his  unjust  pre- 
tensions ;  or  that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  by  its  conduct  or  as- 
surances, will  have  given  security  to  iiis  majesty  that  it  will  not  submit  to  such 
innovations  in  the  established  system  of  maritime  law  ;  and  the  nndersigned 
have  presented  this  note  from  an  anxious  wish  that  it  should  be  clearly  under- 
stood on  both  sides,  that  without  such  an  abandonment  on  the  part  of  tl:e  ene- 
my, or  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  !h"  V'.v.ted  States,  HIS  M  \JESTY  WILL 
NOT  CONSIDER  HIMSELF  FOUND,  3Y  THE  PRESENT  SIGNA- 
TURE OF  HIS  C0MVHSSI0NER3.  TO  RATIFY  THIS  TREATY, 
OR  PRECLUDED  FROM  ADUKITNG  SUCH  MEASURES  AS  MAY 
SEEM  NECESS-\RY  FOR  COUNTERACTING  THE  DESIGNS  OF 
HIS  ENEMY, 
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*'  The  undersigned  cannot  conclude,  without  expressing  their  satisfaction  on 
the  prospect  of  accomplishing  an  object  so  important  to  the  interests  and  friend- 
ly connection  of  both  nations,  and  their  just  sense  of  the  conciliatory  disposi- 
tion, Bjanifested  by  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States,  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  negociation. 
(Signed) 

VASSAL  HOLLAND, 
AUKLAND. 
To  James  Monroe,  ^'c.  &c.  &c. 
William  Fikksey,  Lc.  &,c.  &c> 

However  exceptionable  the  terms  of  this  note  may  be,  I  can-' 
not  persuade  myself  that  it  justifies  the  rejection  of  the  trea-- 
iy  without  consulting  the  senate.  Men  of  powerful  minds  de- 
fend the  procedure.  Their  arguments  have  never  convinced 
me.     To  the  readers's  judgment  I  submit  the  subject.. 

Separation  of  the  States. 

The  next  error  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  involves 
a  very  great  neglect  of  duty.  During  nearly  the  whole  of 
that  period,  the  insurrectional  and  treasonable  doctrine  of  a 
separation  of  the  states,  was  publicly  advocated  in  some  of  the 
gazettes  to  the  eastward,  and,  wonderful  and  shameful  to  tell, 
preached  from  the  pulpit.  These  publications  and  sermons^ 
having  a  direct  tendency  to  the  destruction  of  social  order, 
and  the  introduction  of  civil  war,  demanded  the  severe  ani- 
m'^dversion  of  the  law  otScers  of  the  government.  It  was  the 
incumbent  duty  of  the  President  to  have  had  the  law  s  put  in 
force,  to  repress  the  offences,  and  to  punish  the  offenders. 
And  if  there  were  no  law^  to  reach  the  offence,  he  ought  to 
have  submitted  the  case  to  congress,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  defect.  A  re-enactment  and  enforcement  of  the 
sedition  law  were  imperiouslj'  required.  And  the  good  sense 
of  the  nation  would  hav«  supported  a  measure  w  hich  the  pul> 
lie  welfare  rendered  so  necessary.  It  may  be  fairly  averred 
I  hat  there  is  no  country  in  the  world  but  the  United  States, 
in  which  an  open  attempt  to  subvert  the  government,  and  tear 
down  the  pillars  of  society,  would  have  escaped  condign  pun- 
ishment. Every  society  ought  to  possess  within  itself,  and 
to  exercise  whenever  occasion  calls  for  it,  the  fundamental 
{irinciple  of  self-preservation. 

It  is  impossible  to  censure  too  highly  the  error  here  ad- 
verted to.  The  jeopardy  in  which  the  nation  was  lately  pla- 
ced, when  the  nearest  and  dearest  interests  were  in  the  most 
imminent  danger,  may  be  fairly  ascribed  to  this  most  fatal  and 
pernicious  misconduct.  In  every  science  there  are  some 
great,  leading  truths  whicli  cannot  be  controverted.  And 
in  political  economjj  there  is  no  maxim  more  indubitable  than 
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this,  that  \XIFtreason  never  was,  and  never  ivill  be — anditi  truth 
hardly  can  be  propitiated  by  f&rbearance.  Since  the  world 
was  formed  never  did  a  conspiracy  meet  with  the  same  de- 
gree of  impunity.  "  Our  Palinurus  slept  at  the  helm."  The 
mutineers  had  full  scope  for  their  activity.  They  made 
their  arrangements  at  leisure,  as  undisturbedly  as  if  they  were 
engaged  in  promoting  the  salvation  of  the  state.  To  what- 
ever cause  this  neglect  may  be  ascribed,  whether  to  torpor, 
inactivity,  or  reliance  on  the  good  sense  of  the  nation,  it  casts 
an  indelible  stain  on  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 

The  last  of  the  errors  of  that  administration  which  I  shall 
notice,  arises  from  its  neglect  of  enforcing, 

The  Embargo, 

Which  was  a  most  efficient  weapon  for  procuring  redress 
from  England.  Its  etfects  upon  her  colonies  by  privations  of 
the  necessaries  of  life — and  upon  her  trade  and  naval  power, 
by  withholding  supplies  of  raw  materials  and  naval  stores, 
were  very  considerable.  And  had  it  been  duly  enforced,  as 
the  duty  of  the  chief  magistrate  required,  it  could  hardly  have 
failed  to  impel  the  British  to  relinquish  those  pretensions, 
which  so  highly  and  perniciously  infringed  our  rights.  But 
it  was  openly  and  flagitiously  violated :  and  of  course  its  in- 
tended operation  on  England  utterly  counteracted.  It  be- 
came a  mere  brutum  fuhnen.  Its  effects  on  this  country  were 
higldy  pernicious.  While  it  curtailed  the  trade  and  profits 
jf  the  fair  trader,  it  enabled  smugglers,  and  those  who  set  the 
laws  of  their  country  at  defiance — whose  god  was  gain,  to 
make  rapid  and  unhallowed  fortunes.  In  a  word,  it  sacrificed 
the  interests  of  some  of  the  best,  to  those  of  the  very  worst 
members  of  the  community.  In  proportion  as  a  citizen  held 
the  laws  sacred — in  pro[)ortion  as  he  honestly  yielded  them 
obedience — in  the  same  proportion  did  he  sacrifice  his  inter- 
ests. And  by  this  political  arithmetic,  in  proportion  as  he* 
disregarded  the  law — in  proportion  as  he  sacrificed  the  pub- 
lic interest  to  his  thirst  of  gain — in  the  same  proportion  did 
he  aggr^indize  himself.  The  export  trade,  which  was  frau- 
dulently carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent,  was  wholly  in 
the  hands  Of  persons  of  the  latter  description.  Their  vessels, 
laden  with  abundant  supplies  for  the  British  colonies,  were 
very  conveniently  driven  to  sea  by  westerly  winds,  and  forc- 
!ed  into  the  West  Indies. 

It  has  been  said,  in  vindicatian  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  he 
had  not  sufficient  power  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  law. 
This  is  utterly  incorrect.      His  powers  wef  e  amply  adequate 
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for  this  purpose.  But  even  if  this  defence  were  valid,  it  et- 
onerates  hitn  not  from  the  high  degree  of  censure  attached  to 
this  dereliction  of  duty.  He  ought,  in  that  case,  to  have  sta- 
ted ihe  defect  to  congress,  who  had  the  power  of  applying, 
and  undoubtedly  at  his  requisition  would  have  applied  a  rem- 
edy. 

Besides  the  non-euforcement  of  the  embargo  act,  there  was 
a  radical  error  committed  by  the  government  in  continuing 
it  so  long.  Its  inadequacy  to  effect  the  purpose  its  friends  had 
contemplated,  was  fully  established.  And,  failing  ihat,  its  ef- 
fect was  to  punish  ourselves  for  the  lawless  proceedings  of 
others.  It  ought  to  have  been  considered  principally  as  a 
preparation  for  war. 

The  measure  substituted  for  the  embargo,  tli^t  is,  the  non-- 
intejcourse  with  both  belligerents,  has  been  generally  regard- 
(ied  by  the  democrats  as  a  feeble  onfe  :  and  the  tenth  congress, 
which  made  the  change,  has  been  on  that  ground  stigmatized 
by  them  almost  universally,  as  imbecile  and  contemptible. 
This  is  a  most  egregious  error.  It  is  inconceivable  how  it 
could  hrive  found  such  general  credence.  The  non-inter- 
course  law  was  as  bold,  as  manly,  and  as  energetic  a  measure 
as  the  annals  of  Christendom  can  produce  for  a  century.  An 
mfaiit  nation,  with  five  or  six  frigates,  and  a  number  of  gun- 
boats, forbids  the  entrance  into  her  ports,  under  penalty  of 
confiscation,  to  the  vessels  of  the  two  most  powerful  nations  in 
the  world;  the  one  absolute  by  land — the  other  by  sea,  and 
owning  a  thousand  vessels  of  war !  and  this  is,  forsooth,  a 
measure  dictated  by  imbecility  !  The  human  mind  can  hard- 
ly conceive  a  greater  instance  of  folly. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,    Miserable  pGlicy  not  to  renew  the 

Charter. 

Among  the  great  sins  of  the  democratic  party,  must  be 
numbered  the  non-renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tlie 
United  States.  This  circumstance  injuriously  affected  the 
credit  and  character  of  this  country  abroad — produced  a  great 
degree  of  stagnation,  distress,  and  difficulty  at  home — and 
was  amona;  the  causes  of  the  late  embarrassments  nnd  difiicul- 
ties  of  the  pecuniary  ^ioncerns  of  the  country.    Had  this  bank 


THE  OLIVE  BRANCH.  53 

4 

teen  in  existence,  its  capital  might  readily  at  any  time  have 
been  increased  by  Congress,  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty 
millions,  «o  as  to  aid  the  government  most  effectually,  and 
support  the  national  credit. 

To  the  renewal  of  the  charter  there  were  various  objections 
offered,  on  the  ground  of  inexpediency :  but  these  had  not  much 
Influence — nor  were  they  entertained  by  many  of  the  members. 
The  grand  difficulty  arose  from  the  idea  so  steadily  maintained 
by  most  of  the  democratic  party,  that  the  constitution  imparted 
no  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation.  Many  of  tlie  mem- 
bers who  on  this  ground  voted  in  the  negative,  most  unequivO' 
cally  achnitted  the  expediency  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter. 

This  constitutional  objection  was  obviated,  it  would  appear, 
unanswerably.  All  the  departments  of  the  government,  legis- 
lative, executive  and  judiciary,  had  recognized  the  institution, 
at  various  times  during  the  twenty  years  of  its  «xist-ence. 

[lyThe  courts  of  different  stiites,  and  of  the  United  States,  had 
sustained  various  suits  hr  ought  by  the  hank  in  its  corporate  capacity; 
by  which,  so  far  as  depended  npon  the  judiciary,  it  had  had  the 
seal  of  constitutionality  stamped  oii  it.  This  was  a  very  serious, 
important,  and  decisive  circumstance. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  democratic  legislature  of  the  United 
States  had  given  it  a  most  solemn  sandion.  In  March,  1804, 
an  act  had  passed  to  authorise  the  institution  fb  establish 
branches  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  which  power 
was  not  embraced  by  the  original  charter.  [Cr'  ^his  etct  was 
passed  mihout  a  division,  when  nearly  all  the  members  were  presents 
No  constitutional  objection  could  have  been  then  suggested  ; 
for  such  members  as  believed  the  measure  unconstitutional, 
would  indubitably  have  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  in  order 
to  record  their  dissent. 

The  act  was  signed  by  Nathaniel  Macon,  speaker  of  th6 
house  of  representatives ;  Jesse  Franklin,  president  of  the  senate; 
and  Thomas  Jefferson,  president  of  the  United  States. 

These  cases,  with  ofli€rs  which  might  be  cited,  produced  this 
ililemma.  They  either,  as  I  have  stated,  afforded!  a  complete 
recognition  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  charter,  or  a  gross, 
palpable  violation  of  the  constitution,  by  the  three  several  grand 
departments  of  the  government. 

J  presume  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  a  charter  of  incorpo- 
ration be  unconstitutional,  every  extension  of  the  powers  of  the 
corporate  body  must  be  equally  unconstitutional — perhaps  I 
might  go  so  far  as  to  assert  that  every  act  recognizing  the 
charter  is  in  the  same  predicament.  But  it  is  not  necessary 
ft)T  my  purpose  to  proceed  thus  far. 

P 
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It  ther(ifore  irresistibly  follows  that  every  member  of  congress 
who  voted  for  the  act  of  March  1804,  and  afterwards  voted 
a^rainst  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  merely  on  the  grounds  of 
unconstitutionality,  was  guilty  of  a  manifest,  if  not  a  criminal 
inconsistency.* 

A  circumstance  connected  with  this  transaction,  rendered 
the  impropriety  of  the  rejection  of  the  application  of  the  bank 
for  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  still  more  striking  and  palpable. 
The  government  till  the  year  1802  held  2200  shares  of  the 
stock,  which  they  sold  to  Sir  Francis  Baring  at  43  per  cent, 
advance,  whereby  they  made  a  clear  profit  of  $399,600  beyond 
the  par  value.  Those  who  purchased  of  Mr  Baring,  and  held 
the  stock  till  the  dissolution  of  the  bank,  lost  all  this  sum, 
exclusive  of  a  considerable  difference  between  the  dividends 
and  legal  interest  on  the  [purchase  money.  They  could  never 
have  entertained  any  doubt  of  the  continuance  of  the  charter. 
They  must  have  conceived  it  to  be  as  permanent  as  that  of  the 
bank  of  England.  Had  they  supposed  otherwise,  they  would 
not  have  bought  at  so  great  an  advance.  And  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  satisfy  the  candid  and  impartial,  that  our  government 
could  with  propriety  or  justice,  make  such  profit  out  of  their 
ignorance  and  their  couSdence  in  its  integrity  and  fairness. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Armistice  proposed  by  Admiral  Warren. 

The  next  of  the  errors  of  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  that 
I  notice,  is  the  refusal  of  the  armistice  offered  by  admiral  Warren, 
on  the  12th  of  September,  1812,  nearly  three  months  after  the 
declaration  of  war. 

Never,  probably,  was  war  more  just.  Never  had  a  country 
irore  patiently  borne  the  most  humiliating  accumulation  of 
outrage  and  injury  than  the  United  States  had  done.  Her  char- 
acter had  in  consequence  fallen  in  the  estimation  of  mankind. 
She  was  universally  presumed  to  be  so  lost  in  the  sordid  j)ursuit 
of  gain,  as  to  be  callous  to  outrage,  to  insult,  and  to  contumely. 
She  had  appeared  to  have  forfeited  all  regard  to  national  honor 
and  dignity.  Her  mendicant  ambassadors  had  been,  for  years, 
in  vain  suing  for  justice   and  forbearance  at  the  portals  of  St. 

*  For  further  details  on  this  subject,  the  reader  is  referred  to  "  Seven  letters 
to  Dr.  Seybcrt  en  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States '' 
by  M.  C. 
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James'  palace.  The  pusillaniniiiv  of  the  goveFnmeiit  had 
l>«coiiie  a  suLject  of  reproach  to  the  federalists — of  shanle  to  the 
democrats.  And  it  was  a  bye  word  among  the  opposers  of  the 
administration,  that  it  "  could  not  be  kicked  into  a  war."  This 
genteel  expression  was  used  in  congress  by  Mr.  Josiah  Quincey, 
and  was  quite  common  out  of  doors. — It  is  imjio^sible  to  forget 
ihe  torrents  of  reproaches  heaped  npon  the  cabinet  at  Washing- 
fun,  on  this  ground.  The  pusillanimity  and  cowardice  Ot  Iha 
federal  administration  furnished  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  rhetor- 
ical embellishments  to  flowery  speeches  innumerable. 

The  declaration  of  war  was  therefore  really  as  just  as  any 
similar  document  from  the  days  of  Nimrod.  The  expediency 
of  it  was,  however,  not  equally  clear.  The  risk  wa^  immense. 
It  v»'as  putting  to  hazard  the  vital  interests  of  eight  millions  of 
people,  on  the  very  uncertain  chances  of  war.  Yet  I  do  not 
pretend  to  decide  the  question  of  expediency  in  the  negative  : 
for  let  it  be  observed,  that  every  argument  against  this  war, 
would  apply  with  nearly  equal  force  against  resistance  to  any 
degree  of  insult,  outrage  and  injury  from  England  ;  as  the  chief 
arguments  against  its  expediency,  are  predicated  upon  the 
immense  naval  force  of  that  nation,  and  her  consequent  means 
of  inflicting  incalculable  injury  upon  the  United  States  :  and 
whatever  cogency  there  may  be  in  these  arguments,  would 
equally  exist  let  the  injuries  sustained  be  what  they  might. 

But  whatever  might  be  the  justice,  necessity,  or  policy  of  the 
war,  it  was  a  great  error,  when  the  orders  in  council  were 
repealed,  and  an  armistice  ofiered  by  the  British  government, 
not  to  accept  it.  Negociations  for  the  removal  of  the  rest  of 
our  grievances  might  have  taken  place;  ai>d  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  conducted  under  more  favorabble  auspices,  than 
those  that  preceded  them ;  for  England  having  discovered  that 
she  had  calculated  too  far  on  our  passiveness,  would  have  been 
far  more  disposed  to  do  us  justice. 

Unfortunately  the  proposition  was  rejected — a  rejection  preg- 
nant with  most  injurious  consequences  to  us  and  our  posterity .''^^ 

*  Candor  and  justice  to  Mr.  JNIadison  require  that  I  sliould  state  that  he  offered 
to  agree  to  an  armistice  with  Sir  John  Boiia«e  Warren,  on  condition  that  the 
practice  of  imprespment  should  be  tuspended  during  the  negociation.  From 
the  lelter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Sir  John  on  this  subject,  I  annex  an  ex- 
tract— 

"  The  claim  of  the  British  government  is  to  take  from  the  merchant  vessels  of 
other  cour.tric,  British  subjects.  Jn  the  practice  the  commanders  of  the  British 
fhips  of  war  of(en  lake  from  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States,  Amej-ican 
Citizens.  rj^Ifihe  United  Stttes  prohibit  ihe  employment  of  British  subjects  in 
their  servict,  mid  tnforct  ihe  prohibition  by  suitable  regulations  and  penalties,  ihe 
TTfotixe  to  the  practice  is  taken  away.  [J^/^lt  is  in  this  mode  that  tlie  President  is 
Vfijiing  to  accniiim.odate  this  importani.  controversy  with  the  British  governments: 
and  it  cannot  be  conceived  on  what  ground  the  arrangeineat  cap  be  refused. 
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When  the  preceding  article  was  wiitten,  I  had  not  sufficieiiliy 
examined  the  celebrated  repeal,  as  it  is  styled,  of  the  orders  in 
council,  which  is  very  differenl  indeed,  from  what  t  had  cou- 
oeived  it.  It  is  liable  to  strong  objections,  which  I  believe 
have  never  been  fully  stated,  and  of  which  the  public  are  not 
probably  aware.  To  enable  the  reader  to  comprehend  my 
oaeaning,  and  to  form  his  own  opinion  correctly  on  a  point  of 
such  great  magnitude,  inilepeiident  of  any   inipressioa  to  be 

"  A  suspension  of  the  practice  of  irapressment,  pendmg  tlic  armistice,  seems  to 
Se  a  necessary  consequence.  It  c:innot  be  presumed,  while  tlie  parlies  are  cnsjage^ 
»i«a  Bejocialion  to  adjust  amicably  this  important  difference,  that  the  United 
States  would  admit  the  right,  or  acquiesce  in  tlie  practice,  of  the  opposite  party  ; 
cr  that  Great  Britain  wouhl  be  unwilling  to  restr:un  her  cruisers  from  a  practice 
■which  woul(J|have  the  strongest  tendency  to  defeat  the  negociation.  It  is  pre- 
sumable, that  both  parties  would  enter  mto-the  negociation  with  a  sincere  desire 
to  give  it  effect.  For  this  purpose  it  is  necessary  tliat  a  clear  and  dis  inct 
understanding  be  first  obtained  between  them,  of  the  accoraniodatlon  which  each 
re  prepared  to  make,  jjy^  If  the  British  g-jvernmcrJ.  is  n-H!i7ig  /-o  suspend  t\t 
practice  nfimpresinent J iwn  A mencan  vessels,  on  cjiinderatirm  that  the  L'nilftt 
States  ivill  exclude  British  stamen  from  their  service,  the  reguL-tions  by  which  the 
compromise  shmld  be  carried  intj  ejf'cct,  would  be  soldy  the  o''yxl  of  neg.Kiation. 
The  armistice  would  be  of  short  duration,  if  the  parties  agreed,  peace  would  be 
the  result.  If  the  negociation  failed,  each  would  be  restored  toils  former  state, 
and  to  all  its  pretensions  by  recurring  to  war. 

*'  The  President  desires  that  the  war  which  exists  between  the  two  countries 
should  be  terminated  on  sucli  conditions  as  miy  secure  a  solid  and  durable  peace. 
To  accomplish  this  great  otgect,  it  is  necessary  that  the  great  subject  of  impress- 
ment, be  satisfactorily  arranged,  f]^  He  i;  willing  that  Great  Britain  should  he. 
secured  against  the  evils  qf  which  she  complains.  He  seeks,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shojld  be  protected  against  a  practice,  whicli, 
rj^^;vhile  it  degrades  the  nation,  deprives  them  of  (heir  rights  as  freemen,  takes 
mem  by  force  from  their  fctmilies  and  country  inAi  a  fjreign  service,  U)  fight  the. 
battles  (f  a  foreign  poivcr,  perhaps  against  their  own  kiwlred  and  country. '^^^ 
Tliese  proposals  were  perfectly  fair  and  honorable — and  it  is  to  be  lamented  th:it 
Sir  J.  B.  Warren's  powers  were  not  extensive  enough  to  allow,  him  to  accept 
them  :  but  as  they  were  not  tlius  extensive,  it  is  equally  to  hz  lameuted  that  the 
suspension  of  impressment  was  insisted  on. 

As  this  is  a  most  important  feature  in  our  puHlic  proceedings,  it  is  proper  to 
state  further,  that  so  sincerely  desirous  was  Mr.  Mndison  to  close  the  breadt, 
that  on  the  26th  of  June  1812,  only  eight  days  after  the  declaration  of  war.  he 
authorised  .Vlr.  Ru-sel  to  make  the  same  propositiou  to  tlie  government  of  Great 
Britain.  The  communication  was  made  to  lord  Castlereagli  by  Mr.  Russel,  ia 
the  following  words  i 

London,  August  2i  th,  I  SI?. 

"  As  an  inducement  to  Great  Britain,  to  discontinue  the  practice  of  impressment 
from  American  vessels,  I  am  authorised  to  give  assurance,  that  a  law  shall  l»c 
passed  (to  be  reciprocal,)  to  prohibit  the  employment  of  British  seamen,  in  t!io 
public  or  commercial  service  of  the  United  States. 

"  It  is  sincerely  believed,  that  such  an  arrangement  would  prove  more  effici- 
cious  in  securing  to  Great  Britain  h^r* seamen,  than  the  practice  of  impressmei;!, 
so  derogatory  to  th^  sovereign  attributes  of  the  United  States,  and  30  incomnatlblt-, 
^ith  the  personal  rights  of  her  citizens." 

This  proposition  was  rejected. 

*.  Message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  Nov.  4,  1812. 
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"mudix  by  my  statement,  I  annex  the  paragraph  of  the  instrur 
ment  to  which  I  allude,  and  which  I  am  confident  never  was 
generally  understood  or  attended  to. 

"  His  royal  highness  is  hereby  pleased  to  declare,  in  tiie  nariie  and  on  the  behalf 
-of  his  majesty,  that  nothing  in  this  present  order  contained  shall  be  understood 
'to  preclude  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  IF  CiRCUMSTANCES 
-SHALL  SO  REdUIRE,"  [mark  these  words,  reader— '*  if  drcumsia'nces  skali 
so  require^''^]  ^^from  restoring,  after  reasonable'  notice,  the  order  of  Vie  1th  of 
January,  1^07,  and26ih  of  Jpjil,  1809,  or  anv  part  thereof,  to  their  full  effect  ; 
OR,  from  taking  such  other  measures  of  retaliation  against  the  enemy,  as  may 
appear  to  his  royal  highness  to  be  just^ad  oeccssary.'*^ 

This  is  a  most  extraordinary  clause.  The  prince  regent 
has  received  an  authenticated  document,  containing  the  repeal 
ef  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  on  which  he  deems  himself' 
bouud  to  repeal  the  orders  in  council.  But  in  the  instrument 
wliich  he  issues  on  the  subject,  he  expressly  reserves  the  right 
ot  restoring  those  orders,  "  if  circumstances  shall  so  required* 
On  these  "  circumstances''''  he,  of  course,  is  to  decide,  These 
"  circumsta7ices'"  are  wholly  inderpendent  of  "  retaliation^- — as 
provision  is  made  in  the  subsequent  part  of  the  paragraph  ex- 
pressly for  "  reto/iaf «o;i"  in  a  distinct  clause.  It  therefore 
appears  that  the  orders  in  council  were,  in  strict  technical  lan- 
guage, never  repealed.  They  were  merely  suspended  till  "cir- 
cumstances should  require"  their  revival. 

No  candid  reader  will  deny  that  the  above  is  fair  reasoning. 
This,  therefore,  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  "rffy^aZ,"  in  the  sense 
in  which  this  nation  had  a  right  to  expect  the  orders  in  council 
to  be  "  repealed''''  according  to  the  British  pledge,  to  proceed 
pari  passu  with  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees.  The  orders 
m  council  might  have  been  "  restored''''  in  one  month,  aft«r  the 
date  of  this  instrument,  according  to  its  tenor,  "  if  circumstances 
should  have  so  required^''  without  our  government  having  any 
just  reason  to  complain  of  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  that  (if 
Great  Britain.  There  never  was  a  public  document  more  cau- 
tiously worded.  And  had  it  arrived  here  previous  to  the  declar- 
ation of  war,  this  country  w  ould  have  been  perfectly  warranted 
in  refusing  to  regard  it  as  a  repeal.  To  meet  and  to  fulfil  the 
idea  held  out  in  the  previous  pledges  of  the  British  government, 
the  repeal  ought  to  have  been  unconditional,  except  the  reser- 
vation of  a  right  to  renew  the  orders  in  council  in  the  one  spe* 
cific  case  of  the  revival  of  the  French  decrees. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  respectiiig  this  repeal,  that  in  the  de- 
bates upon  it  in  the  British  parliament,  the  mighty  wrongs  in- 
flicted by  the  orders  in  council  upon  this  country  formed  hardly 
any  part  of  the  reasons  whereon  the  adoption  of  the  measure 
was  Airged.    Even  Mr.  Brougham,  the  powerful  oppooeat  <f 
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the  orders,  and  the  mover  of  the  address  for  their  ^^tepeal^"- 
founded  his  arguments  in  his  published  speech,  ^\holly  en  th« 
injurious  effects  experienced  in  England  by  the  loss  of  our  trade. 
It  is  true,  he  once  glances  at  the  injustice  of  the  orders,  but  ist 
is  very  slightly  and  merely  incidentally.  He  does  not  boldly 
and  magnanimously  expose  them  to  reprobation  on  the  groujid 
of  the  violation  of  our  rights,  as  Mr.  Baring  had  done  in  his 
celebrated  pamphlet. 

But  CCr'a^  the  presidetd  adtnitted  the  instrument  to  he  a  repeal^ 
it  was,  I  repeat,  to  be  deeply  regretted,  that  he  did  not  accept 
the  armistice,  and  trust  to  subsequent  negociation  for  redress 
on  the  subject  of  impressment.  His  admission  of  it  in  thai; 
|K)int  of  light,  precluded  him  from  employing  the  solid  object  ioQ 
to  which  it  was  liable*. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Appoinbnent  of  Mr.  Gallatin  as  Minister  io  treat  with  Great: 
Britain.  Negociation  at  Gottcnburgh.^  Recent  mglect  of  due 
Prepaipotions. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Gallatin  as  minister  to  treat  v.ilh 
the  court  of  St.  James,  was  a  verv  considerable  error.  This 
gentleman  has  had  the  reputation,  probably  with  justice,  of  being 
»ne  of  the  ablest  financiers  in  this  country.  For  twelve  years, 
he  had  presided  over  the  financial  concerns  of  the  nation, 
during  which  period,  moderate  taleats  were  adequate  to  the 
duties  of  that  station.  But  a  crisis  had  arrived  when  the 
abilities  of  a  Colbert,  or  a  Sully,  or  a  Ximenes,  might  be 
necessary ;  and  most  injudiciously  and  indefensibly  he  was  then 
despatched  to  another  hemisphere ;  and  the  duties  of  his  de- 
volved ad  interim  on  another  officer,  whose  proj^er  official  duties 
xequire  all  his  time  and  all  his  talents. 

This  measure  was  highly  preposterous.  It  was  incorrec^t 
in  the  President  to  confer — it  was  equally  incorrect  in  the 
secretary  to  receive,  the  appointment.  It  was  the  less 
defensible,  from  the  circumstance,  that  nearly  all  the  demo- 
crats in  the  United  States  had,  in  1794,  utterly  disapprov- 
ed of,  and  declaimed  against,  the  appointment,  by  General 
Washington,  of  Judge  Jay,  to  negociate  a  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  pending  his  continuance  as  a  judge.  It  is  moreover 
obvious,  that  tb^  absence  of  one  judge  cannot  produce  any  ma- 
terial iaconvec  ^Hce  j  as  tjiere  a^e  Sways  others  to  supply  his^^ 
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place.  But  iheve  are  Idy^li  and  responsible  duties  attached  lo 
the  office  of  secrelarj  of  the  treasury,  v.hich  can  never,  w'lih- 
O'jt  v^y  great  impropriety,  be  devolved  on  p.  diepuiy.  I  pass 
over  all  but  the  transcendent  o»«:b  of  remitting  Tints  unu  loitbit- 
i:res,  too  high  a  power  probably  to  be  trus'ed  to  any  individual 
whatever,  not  excepting  even  a  secretary  himself.^' 

Ne^ocialicn  at  Gcllcnhurg, 

At  a  period  when  it  was  of  immense  importance  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  close  the  war  as  speedll}'  as  possible,  the  president 
had  the  alternative  of  London  or  Gottenburgli  as  the  scene  erf 
negociation.  AVe  had.  beeuh- unfortunate  b}'^  land,  through  trea- 
son, incapacity,  or  some  other  cause,  it  was  our  interest  tg 
accelerate — it  was  that  of  the  British  to  }>rocrastin3te  the  ne- 
gociations.  The  chances  from  delay  were  much  in  their 
favor.  Wiar  is,  moreover,,  a  component  part  of  their  system. 
Ours  is  calculated  for  peace.  These  observations  acquired 
treble  force  from  a  reflection  on  the  disaffection  of  the  Eastern 
portion  of  the  union,  and  its  aversion  to  the  war.  Of  course, 
"W^  ought  to  have  shunned  every  thing  that  might  cause  delay. 
It  was  therefore  most  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  that  the 
president  should  have  chosen  Gottenburg  in  preference  to 
LnndoUj  under  ali  the  obvious  delays  resulting  from  the  ne- 
cessity thatwoirid  probably  arise  or  be  pretended,  to  consult 
the  court  of  St.  James',  by  the  ministers  of  that  court.  It 
appears  almost  as  absurd  as  it  would  be  to  choose  the  Havanna, 
or  Port  Royal,  v.ere  the  negociations  to  be  conducted  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  This  was  the  more  erroneous,  from  the 
consideration  that  the  fate  of  large  portions  cf  our  territory,  and 
the  lives  of  hundreds  of  valuable  citizens,  might  depend  upoE 
the  delay  of  a  single  day. 

Shortly  after  the  annunciation  of  the  choice  of  Gottenburg, 
there  was  a  paragraph  published  here,  extracted  from  a  London, 
news-paper,  stating  that  twenty  mails  were  then  actually  due. 
iVom  that  place  at  London,  owing  to  the  continued  prevalence 
of  adverse  winds.  This  was  an  unanswerable  proof,  if  any 
were  necessary,  of  the  impropriety  of  the  choice  of  Gottenburg 

Recent  neglect  of  due  Preparations. 

Under  this  head,  the  president  and  the  heads  of  departments 
^ere  still  more  culpable  than  underBny  of  the  former  ones. 

*See  the  hiipinous  essays  on  this  subject  by  W.  B.  Giles,  es^.  which  are  r^pletft 
▼<ththen»st  coaviijcingafld  unanswerabk  argumefltsf 
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From  the  perlo«l  of  the  downfal  of  Bonaparte,  and  the  com- 
plete triumph  of  Great  Britain  and  her  allies,  it  was  obvious 
to  the  meanest  capacity  that  her  powers  of  annoyance  had  in'^ 
creased  prodigious'y.  The  iniaiense  forces  raised  to  aid  the 
coalition  against  France  were  liberated  from  all  employment 
but  against  us.  And  of  the  disposition  of  England  to  continue 
the  war,  we  had  the  most  convincing  indications.  Tjie  British 
newspapers  were  replete  with  denunciations  of  vengeance 
against  us,  and  with  statements  of  im:nense  preparations  for 
our  chastisement.  And  to  crown  the  whole — to  remove  all 
possible  doubt  on  the  subject — to  deprive  us  and  our  rulers  of  all 
plea  in  justification  of  our  torpor,  and  apathy  and  neglect,  an 
address  was  published  from  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to  tliC 
navy,  stating,  as  a  reason  for  not  discharging  so  many  seamen 
as  the  return  of  peace  in  Euro[)e  might  have  warranted,  that 
the  war  existing  v.ilh  this  country  for,  the  marilirae  rights  of 
the  British  Empire,  rendered  such  a  measure  improper. 

''  London,  JprilSQth,   1814. 

"  The  lords  conaraissloners  of  the  acliairalty  cannot  announce  to  the  fleet  the 
tei-ipination  of  hostiliiies  without  exprespiiig  to  the  petty  officers,  searaen  and  royal 
marines  of  his  majesty's  ships,  the  high  sense  which  tlieir  lordships  entertain  of 
their  gallant  and  jxlorious  services  durina:  the  late  war.  'The  patience,  perseverance 
and  discipline  ;  the  skill,  courage,  and  devotion,  with  which  the  seamen  and  ma- 
rines have  upheld  the  best  interests,  and  achieved  the  noblest  triumphs  of  our 
country,  entitle  them  to  the  gratitude,  not  only  of  their  native  land,  which  they 
have  preserved  inviolate,  but  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  of  whose  ultimate 
deliverance  their  success  maintained  the  hope  and  accelerated  the  accomplishment. 
Their  lordships  regret  the  unjust  and  unprovoked  aggression  of  the  AMEP«,ICAN 
GOVERNMENT,  in  declarin;  war  upon  this  country,  after  all  the  causes  of  its 
original  complaint  had  been  removed,  does  not  permit  them  to  reduce  the  fleet  at 
once  lo  a  peace  establishment  But  as  the  question  now  at  issue  in  this  war,  is, 
the  maintenance  of  those  maritime  rights,  which  are  the  sure  foundation  of  our 
navul  glory,  their  lord/nips  look  with  confidence  to  that  part  of  tlie  fleet  which  it 
may  be  still  necessary  to  keep  in  commission,  for  a  continuance  of  that  spirit  of 
discipline -and  gallantry,  whicli  has  raised  the  Britislj  navy  to  its  present  pre- 
eminence. In  reducing  the  fleet  to  the  establishment  necessary  for  the  American 
rear,  the  seamen  and  marines  will  find  their  lordships  attentive  to  tlie  claims  of 
their  respective  services.  The  reduction  will  be  first  made  in  the  crews  of  those 
ships  which  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  pay  off;  and  from  them  the  petty  officers 
and  seamen  will  be  successively  discharged,  according  to  the  length  of  their 
services  ;  beginning  in  the  first  instance  with  all  those  who  were  in  his  majesty^g 
service  previous  to  the  7th  of  March  1 803,  and  have  since  continued  in  it.  When 
i\\e  reduction  shall  have  been  thus  made,  as  to  the  ships  paid  off,  their  lordships 
will  direct  their  attention  to  those  which  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  keep  in 
commission  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  war  will  admit,  will  bring 
heme  and  discharge  all  persons  having  the  same  standing  and  periods  of  service,  as 
those  discharged  from  the  ships  paid  off;  so  that  in  a  few  months  the  situation  of 
individuals  will  be  equalized  ;  all  men  of  a  certain  period  of  service  will  be  at 
liberty  to  return  home  to  their  families;  and  the  number  which  it  may  be  still 
necessary  to  retain,  will  be  composed  of  those  who  have  been  the  shortest  time  in 
the  service.  An  arpangement  in  itself  so  just,  cannot,  in  their  lordships'  opinion, 
fail  to  give  universal  satisfaction  ;  and  they  ars  induced  to  make  this  coramunicay- 
tion  to  the  fleet,  because  thej'  ihxsk  that  the  exemplary  gogd  cQjj^iuct  of  all  tHe 
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'pc-liy  oiT;cers,  scfemen,  and  mctines,  entitles  them, to  every  coiiGdence,  and  to  this 
t\ill  and  candid  explanation  of  their  lordships'  intentions.  Their  lordships  cannot 
conclude  without  expressing  their  hope,  that  the  valor  of  his  majesty's  fleets  and 
armies  will  f-peedily  bring  the  Araerican  contest  to  a  conclusion,  honorable  to  the 
Britisii  name,  safe  for  British  interests,  and  conducive  to  tiie  lasting  repose  of  the 
civilized  world. 

**  Ey  command  of  their  lordships^ 

"  J.  W.  CROKER."' 

Notwithstanding  these  symptom*  of  a  near  approaching  hur- 
ricane, a  delusion  ^almost  uciiversally  prevailed  through  the 
nation,  of  which  it  is  hardly  possible  to  produce  a  paralleK 
Numbers  of  our  most  enlightened  citizens,  knowing  that  the 
restoration  of  peace  had  removed  all  the  ostensible  causes  of 
war,  and  placing  fall  reliance  upon  the  magnanimity  of  Great 
Britain,  predicated  aH  their  arrangements  on  a  speedy  and 
honorable  peace.  Purchases  and  sales  of  property  to  an  iaeal- 
culable  amount,  were  made  under  thjs  soothing  expectation. 
And  we  were  lulled  into  a  state  of  (lie  most  perfect  security,  as 
if  all  our  dangers  had  utterly  subsided — the  temple  of  Janus 
were  about  to  be  closed — and  every  man  w  ere  to  convert  his 
sword  into  a  plough-share. 

To  such  a  degree  was  this  infatuation  carried,  that  authentic 
information  of  the  sailing  of  hostile  armaments  prodyced  no 
effect  to  diminish  it.  We  were  gravely  told,  that  it  ^vlis  quite 
in  character  for  nations  to  assume  an  energetic  and  formidable 
attitude  when  they  w'ere  negociating  ;  that  the  expense  to 
England  of  sending  these  armaments  w  as  inconsiderable ;  that 
tliey  would  be  recalled  as  soon  as  a  treaty  was  signed  ;  and  in 
fine  that  she  was  too  magnanimous  to  take  advantage  of  the 
existing  state  of  things — wilhiXT^  an  endless  variety  of  arguments, 
Wid  assertions^  equally  p'ofcnndy  ccnvincing,  andcoscnt. 

There  were  infinite  pains  taken  b\  the  friends  of  England  in 
this  country,  to  foster  and  extend  this  delusion.  Their  efforts 
were  crowned  with  the  most  comfilete  si^ccess.  The  nation 
fell  into  the  snare  with  a  degree  of  c'lllibility  that  atlbrded  a 
practical  commentary  on  our  pretensions  to  illumination  supe- 
rior to  the  rest  of  the  worhL 

These  deceits  were  varied,  with  an  address  and  industry, 
worthy  of  a  better  cause.  They  assijmed  every  shape  from  an 
humble  six-penny  paragraph,  extracted  from  a  London  paper, 
to  an  important  public  document.  Extracts  of  letters  innumer- 
able, from  "  eminent  mcrcliants'^  in  London,  Liverpool,  and 
Glasgow,  to  merchants  of  equal  eminence  in  Boston,  New-York. 
Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  were  published  with  most  conlident 
assurar^ces  of  the  immediate  appointment  of  commissioners,  to 
!2€§vejate  \'?ith  ours,  on  terms  comporting  with  the  magnannn- 
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iiy  of  Englantl,  and  perfectly  honorable  to  (he  United  States, 
Letters  ^vere  said  likewise  to  have  been  received  from  Mr. 
Gallatin,  full  of  assurances  of  peace,  which  Great  Britain  would 
grant  on  terms  more  favorable  than  w hen  she  v.as  j)ressed  by 
the  power  of  Bonaparte.  Ail  these  tales,  how  wild  or  extrava- 
gant soever,  were  greedily  cauglit  at  and  believed  by  our  citi- 
izens,  as  they  flattered  and  coiiicided  with  their  ardent  desire  for 
peace.     So  justly  sings  the  poet, 

"  What  we  wish  to  be  true,  wc  are  fond  to  believe.'* 

Several  times  we  were  deluded  with  information  that  Ad- 
miral Cochrane  had  received  despatches  announcing  an  ap- 
proaching armistice,  and  his  consequent  recall  from  the  A- 
merican  station.  In  a  word,  no  pains  were  spared  to  lead 
us  into  a  most  profound  sleep ;  and  the  opiates  operated  most 
powerfully. 

During  all  this  deceilful  calm,  through  which  every  man  of 
discernment  might  readily  and  unerringly  foresee  the  approach- 
es of  a  fearful  storm — as  every  indication  from  England,  deserv- 
ing of  credit,  portended  a  long,  a  desperate,  and  a  vindictive 
warfare ;  the  government  of  the  United  States  took  no  measure 
to  dispel  the  delusion.  In  vain  the  public  looked  to  Washing- 
ton for  information  on  the  prospect  of  affairs.  All  was  there 
profoundly  silent.  Government  must  have  had^all  the  inform- 
ation on  the  subject  that  was  in  this  country  :  ancl  it  was  their 
incumbent  duty  to  have  disseminated  abroad  the  result  of  their 
intelligence,  that  the  public  might  regulate  their  proceedings, 
and  predicate  their  measures  on  rational  and  prudential  calcula- 
tions. But  this  imperious  duty  was,  I  venture  to  assert,  utterly 
neglected.  -There  was^not  a  line  of  official  communication  on 
the  subject.  And  nothing  appeared  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, that  strongly  marked  either  a  probability  of  peace,  or  of  a 
continuance  of  the  ivar.  As  far,  however,  as  conclusions  could 
be  drawn,  from  that  semi-official  paper,  they  warranted  much 
more  the  hope  of  a  restoration  of  peace  than  fear  of  the  con- 
trary. 

This  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the  administration,  was  to  the 
last  degree  culpable.  It  was  a  dereliction  of  duly  that  exposed 
our  citizens  to  ruinous  consequences.  The  Phiiadelphians 
were  among  the  most  deluded  portion  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  There  were  no  preparations  made  for  defence  ex- 
cept the  embodying  a  number  of  volunteer  corps,very  inefficient 
indeed  to  protect  u=.  And  I  shudder  to  think  what  might.have 
been  the  consequences,  had  the  enemy  assailed  us  while  we 
were  thus  napping  in  a  state  of  stupid  and  most  irrational  se- 
curity. 
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The  crash  of  the  conflagration  at  Washington,  awaked  us 
oat  of  our  slumbers,  and  dispelled  the  delusion. — We  were  then 
aroused  to  a  full  sense  of  our  dangerous  situation,  and  of  the 
folly  and  supineness  that  had  caused  it.  We  went  manfully  to 
^vork — and  in  a  few  weeks  m.^de  such  preparations  as  renewed 
public  confidence,  and  promised  fair  to  enable  us  to  repel  the 
enemy,  should  he  make  his  appearance. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Genei'ol  Wilkinson  an4  General  Hampton.  Proceedings  of  Con- 
gress. LameiddbJe  torpor ^  delay ^  and  indecision.  Neglect  q/' 
public  itpinion. 

In  military  affairs,  when  combined  operations  are  underta- 
ken, it  is  indispensibly  necessary,  in  order  to  insure  success, 
that  a  good  understanding  should  prevail  between  the  com- 
manders who  are  to  co-operate.  A  want  of  due  attention  to 
this  obvious  dictate  of  prudence  and  common  sense,  has  caused 
the  failure,  among  various  nations,  ofexj>edition3  of  the  utmost 
importance.  It  is  one  of  those  plain  rules,  which  can  hardly 
escape  the  discernment  of  a  man  of  even  mediocre  capacity. 

Nevertheless,  the  northern  campaign  of  1813,  was  intrusted 
to  Gen.  Wilkinson,  and  Gen.  Hampton,  between  whom  existed 
a  high  degree  of  hostility,  which  was  sufficiently  well  known, 
to  have  pointed  out  the  absurdity  of  the  procedure.  The  issue 
of  the  campaign  was  disastrous.  And  it  is  not  improbable  that 
a  large  portion,  perhaps  the  whole  of  the  disaster,  arose  from 
the  neglect  of  a  rule  so  very  rational,  that  it  is  astonishing  how 
tjcould  have  been  overlooked. 

Proceedings  of  Congress. 

Among  the  grievous  sins  of  the  ruling  party,  I  know  of  none 
much  more  culpable  than  the  shocking  and  miserable  mode  ia 
which  the  proceedings  of  Congress  are  managed. — Whatever 
may  be  the  urgency  of  public  business,  how  ruinous  soever 
may  be  delay,  it  appears  utterly  impossible  to  inspire  that  body 
with  a  due  degree  of  energy  or  promptitude.  Week  after  week^ 
and  month  after  month,  pass  over — and  the  public  anxiously, 
but  in  vain,  expect  remedies  to  be  applied  to  the  disorders  of 
the  state.  To  a  most  culpable  spirit  of  procrastination,  and 
the  itch  of  speaking,  this  wretched  waste  of  time  and  neglect 
of  the  ptiblic  embarrassments  may  be  fairly  traced. 
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Two  o?  three  powerful  orators  on  each  side  take  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  a  subject.  They  exhaust  it  com;>!etelj. — 
They  are  followed  by  a  crowd  o(  speakers,  who  are  unabi^  to 
throw  any  new  or  iai[)ortant  light  on  it — and  whose  sjieeches 
stand  in  the  same  relation  to  those  of  the  early  orators,  that  a 
hash  warmed  over  a  second  or  third  time  df>e8  to  the  original 
noble  sirloin,  of  whose  fragments  it  is  formed.  And  thus  is 
the  moaey  of  the  nation  expended,  and  its  hopes  frustrated, 
merely  that  Mr.  A,  and  Mr.  B,  and  Mr.  C,  and  Mr.  D,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  making  long  speeches  to  prove  to  their 
constituents  how  wisely  they  have  selected  representatives  I 

I  h:ive  not  before  me  the  debates  of  the  British  parliament — 
and  therefore  cannot  with  full  confidence  state  what  is  actually 
their  mode  of  proceeding.  But  it  is  strongly  impressed  on  my 
mind,  that  they  generally  decide  on  questions  at  one  sitting. 
This  atieast  I  can  aver  with  the  utmost  certainty,  that  many 
of  the  most  momentous  questions,  involving  the  interests  of 
80,000,000  of  people,*  have  been  thus  decided,  after  a  debate 
from  three  o'^clock  in  the  afternoon,  till  three  our  four  in  the 
morning.  And  in  the  debates  on  these  subjects,  some  of  the 
greatest  men  in  E  J  rope  have  displayed  their  talents  on  both 
sides— Erskiae,  and  Fox,  and  Grey — Pitt,  and  Burke,  and 
Wyndham.  Whereas  one  of  our  speechijiers  will  sometimes 
occupy  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  hours,  sometimes  two  days,  with  a 
single  speech.  * 

A  large  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country  have  taken 
opposite  sides  respecting  England,  its  manners,  and  its  customs. 
One  party  admires  and  copies — the  other  censures  and  despi- 
ses almost  every  thins;  British. — They  are  both  in  equal  error. 
England  presents  much  to  admire  and  imitate — much  to  censure 
and  avoid.  It  is  highly  desirable  we  shouTd  imitate  her  in  the 
management  of  her  parliamentary  preccedings. 

As  repects  the  business  of  Congress,  a  remedy  ought  to  be 
applied  immediately.  The  debates  ought  to  be  limited  within 
reasonable  bounds. '  When  they  have  been  extended  far  enough, 
they  ought  to  be  terminated  by  the  previous  question,  notwith- 
standing the  clamor  and  outcry  of  the  minority.  And  whenev- 
er the  emergency  of  the  case  requires  promptitude,  the  sitting 
ought  to  be  continued  till  the  subject  is  decided,  unless  its 
complication  and  difficulty  may  render  an  adjournment  neces- 
sary. 

What  a  lamentable  prospect  the  conntry  exhibited  at  tb? 
moment  I  wrote  these  lines !    It  was  the  sixth  of  December. 

*  Including  its  East  India  possessions,  tbc  above  is  the  number  of  the  eobjcstft 
cttbe  British  Empire. 
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Congress  bad  been  in  session  nearly  three  months. — They 
found  the  credit  of  the  government  laid  prostrate — tlie  sea-board 
exposed  to  depredation — the  pay  of  the  array  in  arrears — ^and 
every  thing  in  a  situation  that  was  calculated  to  excite  energy 
and  tfecision  among  a  nation  of  Sybarites.  And  what  was  the 
result?  There  had  probably  been  one  or  two  hundred  flowery 
speeches  made^ — amendments  and  postponements  innumerable 
— and  only  two  important  acts  passed — one  for  borrowing  three 
millions  of  dollars — and  the  other  for  buying  or  building  twenty 
schooners. 

To  those  who  were  actuited  by  a  sincere  regard  for  the  wel- 
fare and  safety  of  their  country,  these  proceedings  were  a  source 
•  of  the  most  poignant  uneasiness.  They  were  utterly  unac- 
coimtable,  and  irreconcilable  with  the  plainest  dictates  of  rea- 
son and  common  sense.  Laying  aside  all  considerations  of 
public  spirit  or  patriotism,  a  due  regard  to  personal  interest  and 
personal  safety,  ought  to  have  prescribed  a  totally  different  line 
of  conduct. 

The  majority  endeavoured  to  shelter  themselves  by  censuring 
the  minority  who  made  those  long  speeches  for  the  purpose  of 
embarrassing  them  and  protracting  their  debates  and  proceed- 
ing."?. This  plea  would  not  stand  examination.  Were  it  valid, 
a  minority  of  six  or  eight  persons,  possessed  of  the  faculty  of 
milking  *'  long  talks^''  might  at  all  times  bafiSe  a  majority,  and 
paralize  the  motions  of  the  government.  Suppose  each  member 
of  the  minority  to  make  a  speech  of  a  day  or  two  on  every  sul>- 
ject  that  arose  for  discussion — allow  a  reasonable  time  for  repli- 
cation to  the  majority — and  the  whole  year  would  be  inadequate 
for  that  portion  of  business  which  the  British  parliament  would 
with  ease  despatch  in  a  month. 

Besides  the  delay  arising  from  the  displays  of  oratory  which 
1  have  stated,  there  is  another  source  of  delay,  equally  injuri- 
ous. Private  and  trifting  business  obtrudes  itself  on  the  atten- 
tion of  congress,  and  occupies  a  large  portion  of  the  time  which 
is  loudly  called  for  by  the  im;)0rtant  affairs  i>f  the  nation.  The 
former  ought  to  be  postponed  till  the  other  is  all  despatched. 

Here  I  must  notice  one  particular  case,  of  the  most  extraop- 
dinary  kind  that  everoccupied  the  attention  of  a  public  '>ody.^ 
Never  was  there  a  greater  mockery  of  a  deliberative  assv  mbly. 
A  stud  horse,  called  Romulous,  belongiua  to  a  Mr.  David 
D  irdin,  was  impressed  by  a  continental  officer,  in  th**  year 
178L  Having  been  valued  at  7 1»0  pounds  specie.  General 
Oreen  returned  him,  on  account  of  the  extravagant  price-  He 
was  afterwards  taken  by  another  officer,  and  never  retfirned. 
His  widow,  Mrs.  Amy  Dardin,  has  been  a  very  assiduous  ap- 
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plicant  to  congress  for  remuneration  from  that  period ;  and  the 
subject  has  at  various  sessions,  occupied  a  large  portion  of  the 
time  of  that  body.  The  wages  of  congress,  during  the  time  of 
the  debates,  vpould,  I  am  persuaded,  ]iurchase  horses  for  the 
best  appointed  regiment  of  dragoons  in  Christendom.  A  wor- 
thy member  from  Virginia  used  to  ride  Romulus  into  congress 
in  great  state,  every  year  during  his  life.  He  is  now  no  more. 
Who  has  been  appointed  "  master  of  the  horse"  in  his  place,  1 
cannot  decide.  But  that  he  has  a  successor,  is  beyond  a  doubt ; 
for  Dardin's  horse  was  curvetting  aud  prancing  as  usual,  even 
<iuring  the  late  very  important  session. 

A  gentleman  to  whom  I  mentioned  this  circumstance,  in-' 
farms  me  that  in  the  years  1802  and  1803,  there  were  two  pam- 
phlets published  on  this  suS  ject  at  the  expense  of  the  nation,y<3r 
ihr  use  of  the  members,  the  cost  of  which  would  perhaps  have 
paid  for  the  horse. 

To  render  this  procedure  more  culpable,  as  well  as  more 
farcical,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  \\ereon  the  7th  or  8th 
or  9th  of  February,  1815,  when  every  moment  of  their  time 
was  inexpressibly  invaluable,  gravely  debating  a  bill  for  the  re- 
muneration of  Mrs.  Dardln  !  And  they  were  then  within  a 
month  of  the^lose  of  their  session — and  had  made  no  provision 
for  the  tlefeuce  of  our  cities,  liable  to  hourly  destruction,  nor 
for  the  restoration  of  pu]>iic  credit !  The  mind  is  lost  in  the 
most  profound  astonishment  at  the  contemplation  of  such  a 
futile,  such  a  puerile  mode  of  managing  public  business.  I 
am  mistaken  if  the  annals  of  legislation  can  produce  any  par- 
allel. 

One  of  two  things.  The  claim  is  just  or  unjust.  If  the  for- 
mer, it  is  disgraceful  and  dishonorable  not  to  have  discharged 
it.  If  otherwise,  it  is  really  insutferabie  to  have  the  public  tax- 
ed by  such  importunity. 

Neglect  of  Public  Opinion, 

Of  all  the  errors  of  the  two  administrations  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  Mr.  Madison,  the  least  criminal,  but  probably  the  most 
pernicious  in  its  results,  is,  the  indifference  they  have  display- 
ed towards  the  unfounded  allegations  whereby  they  were  borne 
down,  and  their  reputation  and  usefulness  destroyed.  This 
may  have  arisen  from  an  absurd  reliance  on  the  good  sense  of 
the  public — or  on  the  rectitude*  of  their  own  intentions — perhaps 
from  their  indolence  or  inattention.  It  was  probably  founded, 
if  it  arose  from  either  of  the  two  first  motives,  upon  a  trite,  but 
fallacioua  maxitn,  which  antiquity  hath  bequeathed  us— Truth 
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is  great  and  will  ])revai!.  Millions  of  times  has  this  captivar 
ting  maxim  been  pronounced  ;  and  it  is  almost  universally  ad- 
mitted as  incontrovertible.  Yet  the  history  of  the  world  in 
ainiost  every  page  bears  testimony  to  its  fallacy.  Truth,  un- 
aided by  industry,  and  activity,  and  energy,  combats  at  very 
unequal  odds  against  falsehood,  supported  by  these  auxiliaries. 
That  truth,  "other  things  being  equaV,"  is  an  overmatch  for 
falsehood,  1  freely  grant.  But  the  friends  of  the  forner,  if  they 
rely  ^vholly  on  its  intrinsic  merits,  and  do  not  exercise  a  due 
degree  of  vigilance,  will  be  miserably  deceived  in  their  calcula- 
tions. 

A  supposed  case  in  point.  A  matron  is  charged  witlr  having 
been  seen  entering  a  brothel  in  the  face  of  day,  with  a  notorious 
seducer.  Tlie  story  spreads.  It  is  universally  believed.  Her 
character  is  destroyed.  She  is  shunned  as  contaminatory.  Six 
months  afterwards,  s]w  produces  a  host  of  unexceptionable 
witnesses  to  prove  an  alibi.  They  establish  incontrovertibly,- 
that  at  the  time  stated,  and  for  months  l.efore  and  after,  she  was 
in  China  or  Japan.  It  is  in  vain.  Her  character  is  gone.  The 
waters  of  the  Atlantic  would  not  purify  her.  She  pays  for 
her  neglect  and  her  folly,  the  mighty  forfeit  of  a  destroyed  rep- 
utation. 

Thus  has  it  been  with  the  administrations  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  Mr.  Madison.  They  have  been  charged  with  criminal 
conduct,  frequently  of  the  most  fiagrant  kind.  The  charges 
have  been  passed  over  in  silence  for  a  considerable  time.  Not 
being  denied,  they  were  presumed  to  be  admitted.  And  in 
fact,  how  can  the  public  determine,  whether  silence  under 
accusation  arises  from  conscious  guilt,  a  reliance  upon  Gon- 
gcious  rectitude,  or  an  absurd  and  criminal  neglect  of  publicr 
opinion  ? 

I  say,  "  a  criminal  nestled  of  public  opinion.''''  This  declara- 
tion is  not  lightly  hazarded.  The  character  of  a  public  officer 
is  in  some  sort  public  property.  A  private  person  may  allow 
his  to  be  destroyed,  perhaps  without  inflicting  misfortune  on 
any  person  but  himself.  But  the  destruction  of  that  of  a  public 
officer  is  really  a  public  injury — as  it  materially  impairs,  if  it 
does  not  destroy,  his  usefulness. 

There  is  in  the  history  of  General  Washington,  a  circum- 
stance w  hich  appears  a  departure  from  the  sound,  masculine 
good  sense  that  almost  universally  presided  over  his  conduch 
During  the  revolutionary  war,  some  of  the  British  emissaries 
published  a  collection  of  letters  ascribed  to  him,  which  were 
partly  genuine,  but  interpolated  with  forgeries,  and  partly  let- 
ters altogether  forged.     They  were  calculated  to  inspire  strong 
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doubts  of  his  attachment  to,  and  confuleace  in  ihe  revolution. 
They  were  edited  by  a  masterly  pen. 

The  attack  was  unavailing.  Tiie  attachment  to,  and  confi- 
dence ins  the  genera!,  were  unimpaired.  The  pamphlet  sunk 
into  oblivion. 

In  the  year  1705,  during  the  discussion  exciled  by  Jay's 
treaty,  ii  was  reprinted  as  a  senuine  collection,  and  hnd  an 
extensive  circulation.  General  Washington  did  not  at  (lie 
time  notice  it.  He  allo\ved  it  to  take  its  course,  apparenlly 
indifferent  as  to  the  consequences.  But  at  the  elo&e  of  his 
public  functions,  he  recorded  in  the  ot2ce  of  the  secretary  of 
state  a  forma!  declaration  of  the  forgery.  I  feel  convinced  the 
procedure  was  in  judicious.  If  the  pamphlet  were  entitled  to 
any  animadversion,  the  proper  period  Avas  when  it  was  repub- 
lished, and  of  course  when  it  would  })roduce  all  the  effect  tiiat 
could  result  from  it  on  his  public  character. 

The  instances  of  negkcis  of  this  kind  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
JclTerson  and  Mr.  Madison,  are  numberless.  I  shall  only  instance 
two.  A  charge  was  alledged  against  the  former,  of  iiaving  sent 
two  millions  of  dollars  to  France  for  some  secret  and  sinister 
purpose,  whicli  I  cannot  now  recollect.  It  had  been  in  univer- 
sal circulation  throughout  the  union,  without  any  formal  or 
satisfactory  contradiction,  for  months.  At  length,  after  it  had 
tjone  all  the  mischief  it  wns  calculated  to  produce,  an  authentic 
documental  disproof  crept  out,  [O^  exactly  like  ilic  ladifs  alibi y 
and  [tiy^  with  tlie  smne  effect. 

One  other  instance,  and  I  have  done  with  this  part  of  my 
subject.  The  offer  of  the  Russian  raediaiion  was  made  by  IvL 
Daschkotf  in  March,  1813.  Mr.  Pickering  in  Boston,  shortly 
afterwards  published  a  series  of  letters  on  the  siji;ject,  Avhicli 
were  republished  in  almost  every  town  and  city  of  the  United. 
States.  He  openly  and  unqualiiie<l!y  asserted  that  the  wliole 
transaction  was  a  fraud  and  irajjosdire — solely  calculated  to 
delude  the  citizens  into  subscriptions  for  the  jjending  loan. — 
He  denied  the  o3er  of  mediation  altogether  :  and  boldly  referred 
to  M.  Daschkoff,  and  to  Dr.  Logan,  to  prove  his  statements 
correct.  If  ever  an  accusation  ilemanded  attention  and  dis- 
proval,  this  was  of  that  description.  It  was  advanced  under 
his  own  signature,  by  a  man  who  had  h.eld  hi^^h  oiTicial  stations, 
and  who  possessed  very  considerable  standing  with  the  opposers 
of  the  government.  But  the  same  fatal  and  unpardonable  neg- 
lect prevailed  as  in  so  many  other  instances.  The  allegation 
was  allowed  to  produce  its  full  effect  without  any  other  at- 
tempt at  counteractions  than  a  few  anonymous  paragraphs  oi' 
deaiah 
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*£^o  render  this  error  more  palpable,  a  motion  was  made  ia 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  oft  the  2d  of  June,  1813,  for 
a  disclosure  of  the  correspondence,  of  which  the  government 
ought  to  have  gladly  availed  itself.     But  it  was  rejected. 

At  length,  when  the  affair  had  in  some  measure  sunk  into 
oblivion,  o»  the  18th  of  Jan.  1814,  a  motion  was  carried  in  the 
house  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  for  the  publicatioia 
©f  the  correspondenciB  on  the  subject.  It  then  appeared  that  the 
whole  of  the  charges  were  calumnious  and  unfounded — and  that 
the  transaction  reflected  a  high  degree  of  credit  as  well  on  the 
potent  monarch,  who  took  so  warm  an  Interest  in  our  affairs,  as 
on  our  government,  for  its  prompt  acceptance  of  the  mediation* 
But  the  disclosure  was  too  late  to  counteract  any  of  the  perni- 
cious effects  that  had  resulted  from  the  accusation.  Many 
persons  to  this  day  believe  the  whole  transaction  a  deceptioc^. 


CHAPTER  Vni. 

tapture*^f  Wa^fiin2't&n.  Causes.  Mismanas^ement.  Vbrt 
IVasMngton.  Trial  of  Captain  Dyson:  Extraordinary  Sen- 
len^.      Loans.      Injury  to  Public  Credit      Retrospection, 

The  Capture  of  Wctshing^t&n, 

On  tbe  24th  of  August,  the  capital  of  the  United  States  was- 
taken  by  the  enemy.  Their  force  was  by  no  means  of  such 
magnitude  as  would  have  prevented  the  disaster. from  being 
accompanied  by  disgrace.  Had  it  been  overwhelming,  the  loss 
might  have  excited  regret,  but  we  should  have  been  spared 
mortification  and  disgrace.  But  as-  it  stands  a  subject  foe 
historical  record,  the  loss,  although  very  great,  is  undeserving 
of  consideration.  Placed  beside  the  dishonor,,  it  sinks  into 
itisignificance  like  a  molehill  beside  a  mountain. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  is  variously  stated.  The  highest 
estimate  is  6,000*  Dc  Gatlett,  who  had  a  favorable  opportunity 
of  ascertaining  with  precision^  states  it  at  3,540.  Every  person 
with  w^hoqi  {  have  conversed,  that  saw  them,  has  been  of  opin-- 
ion  that  th^  were  so  jaded  with  tbeirmarch,  and  so  dispirited, 
that,  had  suitable  preparations  beea  made,  they  might  have  been 
easify  defeated,  and  probably  captured. 

They  landed  at  Benedict,  on  the  18th  of  Au^st,  and  procee^jlr 
ed  in  a  tolerably  regular  course  toward*  Washington,  which  wa» 
^e  only  object  worthy  of  their  attention.    They  were  six  day^ 

a  2: 
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on  their  march.  And  there  was  hardly  any  attempt  at  eflticieflt 
preparation  made  for  their  reception,  till  three  or  four  days 
before  their  arrival  at  that  city.  The  secretary  at  war  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  their  attacking  Washington,  till  within  three  days 
of  the  battle  of  Bladensburg. 

One  oVrious  plan  of  defence,  which  would  have  struck  the 
mind  of  a  mere  tyro  in  military  affairs,  was  to  have  garrisoned 
the  capitol  and  the  president's  house,  with  as  powerful  a  force 
-  as  could  conveniently  operate  there.  Tire  strength  of  these 
two  buildings  would  have  enabled  the  garrisons  to  hold  out  a 
long  time,  until  troops  could  have  been  collected  to  encounter 
the  enemy. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  decide  on  whom  the  censure  ought  to  fall — 
on  the  president — the  secretary  at  war — on  the  district  general, 
Winder — or  on  the  whole  together.  But  let  that  point  be  de- 
termined as  it  may,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  nothing  but  the 
most  culj)able  neglect  could  have  led  to  the  results  that  took 
place — results  which  could  not  fail  to  prove  injurious  to  the 
national  character  in  Europe,  and  which,  had  not  the  news  of 
the  exploits  of  the  brave  and  illustrious  Macdonough  and  Ma- 
comb, arrived  there  at  the  same  time  as  the  account,  of  this 
disgraceful  disaster,  would  have  materially  and  perniciously 
affected  the  negociation  at  Ghent.  |ib 

When  the  preceding  strictures  were  written,  I  had  boi  seen 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject, which  I  have  recently  examined  with  attention.  It  is 
clearly  established  by  the  documents  annexed  to  this  report, 
that  the  disaster  arose  from  a  series  of  the  most  extraordinary 
and  unaccoimtable  mismanagement.  I  shall  enumerate  a  few 
of  the  instances  in  brief. 

Let  me  previously  observe,  that  the  president  stands  excul- 
pated from  censure  in  the  affair ;  for  a  cabinet  council  was  held 
at  Washington,  on  the  1st  of  July,  wherein  it  was  resolved  to 
^tablish  a  new  military  district,  to  comprise  the  cities  of 
Washington,  Baltimore,  and  the  adjacent  country.  The 
command  of  it  was  given  to  general  Winder,  who  had  explicit 
directions  to  make  preparations  to  repel  the  enemy,  should  he 
make  any  attempt  on  the  seat  of  government,  which  the  council 
judged  highly  probable. 

A  mong  tlie  errors  committed,  the  following  are  the  mo^t 
prominent : 

1 .  There  was  no  attempt  made  to  fortify  those  parts  of  the 
country  calculated  for  defence,  although  General  Van  Ness, 
6n  V»ehalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  district  of  Columbia,  made 
^repeated  and  earnest  applications  to  the  secretary  at  war  on 
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the  sobject.   and  although  he  as  repeatedly  promised  to  pay 
attention  to  Iheir  request?. 

2.  There  was  not  the  slightest  effort  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  enemy,  from  the  time  of  his  debarkation  till  (he  day  of  the 
battle  of  Bladensburg,  although  the  country  through  which  he 
passed  ^vas  admirably  calculated  for  the  purpose. 

3.  There  vras  no  camp  formed  equidistantly  between  Balti- 
more and  TVashingtoa,  so  as  to  be  able  lo  cover  and  protect 
either  or  both  places. 

4.  The  troops  from  Baltimore  were  no'  ordered  oat  in  due 
season.  Had  the  orders  been.,  as  most  indubitably  ihey  ought  lo 
have  been,  issued  ai  least  on  the  debarkation  of  the  enemy,  these 
troops  would  have  arrived  in  proper  time — i>een  fit  for  duly — 
aod  probably  rescuetl  the  country  from  the  disgrace. 

5.  The  orders  for  the  BaUiraore  troops  to  march,  were  re- 
ceived in  Baltimore  on  Salnrday  the  20th  of  August.  They 
lookup  the  line  of  march  the  nest  day,  Sunday  the  31  si. — 
On  that  evening  they  received  an  ord^r  from  general  Winder,  hy 
exprei"^,  to  halt  untll  fce-ther  orders  !  Next  day,  they 
had  renewed  orders  to  march  with  full  sj)eed  to  Bladensburg. — 
Those  to  General  Stansbury  were  received  at  10  A.  M.  and  those 
to  Colonel  Slerrett  at  2  P.  >I.  The  former  reached  Bladensburg 
on  the  22d  at  night — the  latter  on  the  23d  at  night.  The  fatal 
delay  arising  from  the  or-lers  to  hall,  was  among  the  principal 
causes  of  the  disaster.  Colonel  Sterretl's  corps  arrived  on  ihe 
ground,  jaded,  and  fatigued,  and  harrassed.  They  had  but  little 
rest  the  night  previous  to  the  battle,  owing  to  some  false  alarms, 
and  were  in  every  respect  un&t  for  being  led  into  the  engage- 
ment, 

6.  Colonel  Young's  brigade,  by  order  of  General  Winder, 
"was  stationed  at  a  distance  from  the  field  of  battle,  where  it 
remained  inactive  during  the  whole  time  of  the  engagement, 
although  within  hearing  of  the  report  of  the  cannon. 

7.  An  eflBcient  corps  of  600  infantry,  and  100  cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Minor,  arrived  at  Washington  on  the  evening  preced- 
ing the  battle.  The  Colonel  applied  to  General  Armstrong  for 
arms,  and  was  directed  to  'XT'  report  himself  ilie  next  morninz  ' .'  / 
to  Colonel  Carlierry,  who  had  the  care  of  the  arsenal.  This 
gentleman  spent  the  night  at  his  country  seat,  and  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  morning,  although  invaluable  hours  were  spent  in 
th«  search  for  him.  At  length  an  order  for  arms  was  procured 
from  General  Winder.  Even  then  delay  occurred,  from  the 
scrupulosity  o^  Colonel  Carberry's  deputy  in  counting  the  flints, 
and  further  delay  in  giving  receipt  for  them.  The  consequence 
was,  that  this  corps,  which  would,,  almost  to  a  certainty,  have 
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ilecideil  the  fale  of  the  day  in  favor  cf  their  country,  be^an  ihcir 
maich  so  late,  that  ihey  had  no  share  whatever  in  the  action, 
and  met  the  retreating  army  aTer  i;s  defeat ! ! ! 

8.  Had  a  stand  been  made  iii  Washingon,  ami  the  whole 
force,  eveudiscomfi!ed  as  it  was,  been  collected  together,  llferc 
is  no  doubt  but  the  loss  might  have  been  retiieved.  Bu-:  there 
Avas^ot  'he  slightest  etlbrt  of  ihe  kind  made.  The  retreat  was 
conducted  in  a  disordei  ly  manner,  and  as  much  like  a  fligiit  as 
ecu  Id  be. 

Throughout  this  woik,  in  all  impcrtant  cases,  I  do  not  merely 
refer  to  my  auihoiilies,  as  is  usually  done.  The  reader  must 
observe  that  I  quote,  as  wel!  rts  refer  to  Ihem.  I  am  desirous  of 
silencing  incredulity  heiself.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  I 
submit  a  few  short  extracts  from  the  documents  published  by 
Congie&s,  on  which  the  preceding  views  are  founded. 

Extridsfrom ike  ktter  qf  Gen,   Van  -Ve?s  io  tki  commiilec «/" Con^rcs$,   cppnnted 
.  U)  enqxiiri  into  ike  caitoes  of  t.'te  capture  of  Washington,   dated  Nov.  23,  18 N. 

.  "  About  the  openln*  of  the  present  campni^D,  I  pressed  again  upon  the  secretary, 
the  subject  generally  of  our  defence  ;  siig^esUng,  in  addition  to  the  occlusion  of -the 
river,  tlie  convenience  and  impirlance  '\f  a  central  camp,  intermediate  betiveen  Bal- 
thnore,  Annapolis,  JVc'skingijn,  Alessandria,  Georgetonrn,  and  the  neighbouring 
torcns  and  country.  And  in  frequent  interviews,  (in  number,  to  be  sure,  very  much 
increased  by  the  importunate  ipplicalions  and  solicitations  to  rae,  of  both  the  civ- 
il and  military  Dranches  of  the  conimunity,  wliose  confidence  fh  the  secretary  ap- 
-^eared  at  an  early  period,  at  best  wavering,  if  not  declining,)  sometimes  official, 
at  other  tiaies  not  so,  which  I  had  with  him,  as  the  campaign  progressed,  I  did  not. 
fail  to  repeat  the  suggestion.  I  still  received  as.'urances,  generally  verbal,  fa- 
vourable, accompanied  by  an  otherwise  apparent  indiftcrence,  and  conSdence  in 
our  security.*"  *"  *  *  * 

"  Thus  had  the  campaign  progressed,  without  any  visible  steps  towards  works 
of  defence,  either  permanent  or  temporary,  either  on  the  land  or  the  waterside, 
(/  never  having  heard  rj"  a  ipade  ar  an  axe  being  struck  in  any  such  operation,)  of 
towards  forming  a  rendezvous  or  camp  of  regular  troops  in  tiie  neighbourhood,  iff 
the  great  anxieiy,  inquietude^  and  alarm,  of  the  district  and  surrounding  cjuntry  ;■ 
the  secretary  generally  treating,  nith  indifference  at  least,  if  not  roith  levity,  the 
idea  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy  f''  *  *  *  * 

"  In  August  last,  when  the  Increased  and  refhforced  fleet,  with  the  troops,  as- 
cended the  Chesapeake,  and  were  known,  from  authentic  information,  to  have 
entered  the  Patuxeot,  I  called  on  secretary  Armstrong  again  ;  and  expressed,  asf- 
ti?ual,  my  apprehensions,  arising  from  want  of  means  and  preparations  ;  adding, 
that  from  the  known  naval  and  reputed  land  force  of  the  enemy,  he  probably 
meant  to  strike  a  serious  blow.  His  reply  was,  "  Oh  yes  !  by  G — d.  ihey  would, 
not  come  mtk  such  a  fleet  without  meaning  to  strike  somewhere  :  but  tliey  certainly, 
nill  nut  come  here  What  the  d — I  will  ihey  do  here  ?"  S(c.  After  remarking  that 
I  differed  very  much  from  him,  as  to  the  probable  interest  they  felt  in  destroying 
or  capturing  our  seat  of  government,  and  that  I  believed  a  visit  to  this  place 
would,  for  several  reasons,  be  a  favourite  object  with  Ihem,  he  observed.  "  No, 
BO  !  Baltimore  is  the  place,  sir;  that  is  of  so  much  nrore  consequence,  j'^  *  *  *  * 

'*  I  continued  to  see  general  Winder  occasionally  as  before,  and  to  be  astonished 
at  the  apparent  sluggishness  or  procrastination  in  the  preparation  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  enemy,  who  was  on  his  advance.     I  recollect  well,  that  even  after  ae 

*  Report,  page  287.        f  Idem,  page  288,        $.  Idem,  p^S^  292. 
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had,  accoruin^  to  autlientic  and  nndojibt  *d  infcrmation,  &«cended  to  the  head  of 
the  ship  navigation  of  the  Fatuxent,  and  had,  for  about  twenty-ibur  hours,  been 
debarking  on  the  hitlier  bank  of  that  river,  and  nir;rcl]iiig  liis  trooj-s  to  their  en- 
campment on  the  heights  of  Benedict,  (about  40  mile?  from,  this  on  the  usual 
rcute,)  general  W.  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  of  mine,  ^Uielher  he  had  ordered  on 
any  troops  frcrn  Baltimore,  and  Avhether  he  thou^ilt  they  would  be  here  in  time, 
said,  THAT  THEY  WERE  ORDERED  ON  .  Ai\D  THaT  ALL  HIS 
FEAR  WAS,  THAT  THEV  WOULD  BE  HERE  TCO  SCON.  Expres- 
sin.^  to  hi;n  iny  astonisha.ent  at  the  apprfhensicn,  he  said,  he  thought  it  very 
probable  that  the  enemy  would  suddenly  turn  about,  and  make  a  blow  at^fciiti- 
inore.f" 

jExiracl  from  General  Stansbury^s  llcporf. 

-  "The  men  under  my  command  were  worn  down  and  neariy  exhausted  from 
Jon:?  and  forced  marciies,  want  of  food,  and  watching.  Thty  hrd  bun,  n-ith 
very  Utile  infer7idsdon,  undtr  urtas^  and  mf-.rcking^fiTm  the  time  ef  Ihtir  depar- 
ture frcm  Baliiniore,  nitk  but  Utile  slttp,  had  prodsions,  end  hit  little  opportunity 
to  cook.  They  certainly  were  not  in  a  bituation  to  go  into  battle  ;  but  my  orders 
Avere  positive;  asid  I  was  determined  to  obey  them. 

''  Before,  and  during  ihe  action,  /  did  twt  see  any  qfthejopcelrvas  led  to  expect 
rcoiild  nipport  me.  I  uaderhtood  since,  they  were  on  their  way  to  my  assistance, 
and  i  presume  exertions  were  made  Vo  bring  them  upt." 

Exlracl  from  Colonel  3Iinor'*s  Rep(yrt. 

"  I  took  up  ray  line  of  march,  and  arrived  at  the  capitol  between  sunset  and 
dark,  [Aug.  2'Sd.]  and  immediately  made  my  way  to  the  president,  and  reported 
my  arrival ;  when  he  referred  me  to  general  Armstrong,  to  whom  I  repaired,  and 
informed  him  as  to  the  strength  of  the  troops,  as  flrell  as  to  the  want  of  arms,  am- 
munition, itc.  which  made  it  as  late  as  early  candle-light  ;  when  1  was  informed 
by  that  eentleman,  the  arms,  &c.  could  not  be  had  that  night,  and  directed  to  re^ 
port  myself  next  mcrrdng  txj  colonel  Car  berry,  nlvo  nmild  furnish  me  nith  arras  ^ 
&c.  wliich  gentkraan,  from  early  next  morning,  I  diligently  sought  for,  until  a 
late  hour  of  the  forenoon,  without  being  able  to  nnd  him,  and  then  went  in  search 
of  general  Winder,  whom  I  found  near  the  Eastern  Branch  )  when  he  gave  an  or- 
der to  tiie  armourer  for  the  niimitions  wantiag,  with  crdei's  to  return  to  the  capi- 
tol,  there  to  ivait further  ar(/e?>j|." 

Exlracl  from  the  Eeporl  ef  Doctor  Caikll. 

'•  Respecting  the  condition  of  the  enemy's  troops,  I  was  informed  by  several  of 
the  Riiti'-h  officers,  that  just  previous  to  their  reaching  Bladensburg,  (with  exces- 
sive fatgue  or  entire  exhaustion)  they  nere  dropping  off  in  considerable  numbers  ; 
that  in  the  action,  it  nas  only  by  ihe  most  extraordinurd  exertions  that  the  main  body 
could  be  goaded  on.  Although  I  obsei-ved  some  of  their  flankers  at  times  advance 
on  the  run  a  small  distance,  these  were  said  to  be  only  the  most  active  of  their 
light  companies  of,  and  attached  to.  their  85th  regiment,  commanded  by  lieute- 
nant-colonel Thornton,  actijig  as  bi  iradier  ;  they  appeared  to  me  to  halt,  as  if  ex- 
hausted yvilhfbiigue,  at  or  near  ihepluce  n-here  the  firing  ceased  on  our  part,  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  on  this  side  of  Bladensburg,  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M-'^S" 

Exlracl  from  ihe  Beporl  of  the  Commillee  of  Congress  en  Ike  capture  of 

Wasliington. 
'*  Our  forces  at  this  time  at  the  Old  Fields,  are  variously  estimated,  with  no 
material  difference,  at  about  3,000  men,  in  the  following  corps  ;  about  400  horse, 
under  the  command  of  the  following  o:flcers :  lieut.  col.  Lavall,  col.  Tilman, 
captaiijs  Caldwell,  Tliornton,  Herbert,  \Villiam3,  &c.  400  regular  troops,  under 
the  couiiuand  of  iieut.  col.  Scott,  viz.  Stith,  38lh,  and  capt.  Morgan's  company 

:  Report,  paje  296.     J  Ideiu,  page  185.     H  Idem,  page  23L     ^  Idem,  pa^e  31 L 
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of  the  l2th  infantry  ;  600  marines  and  flolilla-men  under  com.  Barney  and  capi. 
Miller,  with  five  pieces  of  Iicavy  artillery — two  18  pounders  and  three  twelve 
pounders:  l.COO  militia  and  volunteerp,  gen.  Smitli's  brigade  of  Georgetown 
and  city  militia,  and  Maryland  miliiia  under  col.  Kramer,  of  which  there  were 
two  companies  of  artillery  under  c^pt.  Burch  and  major  Peter,  with  rix  6  pounders 
each,  making  an  aggregate  of  3,200,  with  17  pieces  of  artillery.  The  enemy  rvas 
nithout  cavalry,  and  had  irvo  small  field  pieces  and  one  hon'itser,  drawn  by  men  ; 
and  thenhole  country  rvell  ealcuhded  for  dcfencCy  skirrnishing^  and  to  impede  the 
inarch  of  an  enemy. ''^^        *        *        *        * 

"  Sjliie  march  of  our  army  to  the  city  was  extremely  rapid  and  precipitate,  anc^ 
orders  occasionally  given  to  captains  of  companies  to  hurry  on  the  men,  who  were 
extremely  fatigued  and  exhausted  before  the  camping  ground  was  reached,  near 
the  Eastern  r?ranch  bridge,  within  tlie  distiict  of  Columbia. "f_  *     *    *     * 

"  Colonel  George  Minor,  with  his  regiment  of  Virginia  militia,  composed  of  000 
infantry  and  100  cavalry,  arrived  at  the  city  of  Washington  in  the  twilight  of  the 
evening  of  the  2:^  ;  he  called  on  the  president  who  referred  him  to  the  secretary 
of  war  for  orders  ;  ike  secretary  informed  /mn  thnt  arms  could  not  be  had  that 
nighty  but  gave  orders  to  report  himself  to  colonel  Carberry,  early  in  the  morning, 
nho  nould  furnish  him  yiith  arms  and  ammitniiion,  as  Ae  was  charged  7'cith  that 
duty  by  gen.  Winder.  From  early  in  the  morning  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  col. 
Minor  sought  col.  Carberry  diligently,  but  he  could  not  be  found.  He  rode  to 
liead-quarters,  and  obtaineoau  order  from  gen.  Winder  upon  the  arsenal  for  arms, 
&c.  ;  marched  to  the  place  with  his  regiment,  and  its  care  he  found  committed  to 
a  young  man,  whose  caution  in  giving  out  arms,  &c.  very  much  delayed  the  arm- 
ing and  supplying  this  regiment.  "|        *        *        *        * 

"  The  distance  from  Benedict  to  the  city  of  Washington,  by  Bladensburg,  is 
upwards  of  fifty  mites.  The  enemy  rvas  without  baggage-waggons  or  mmns  of 
transportation  ;  his  troops  much  exhausted  with  fatigue  ;  many  compelled  to  quit 
the  ranks,  and  extraordinary  exertions  wsed  to  keep  others  in  motion ;  andy  as  if 
unable  to  pursue  our  forces,  remained  on  the  battle  ground  :  the  enemy's  advance 
reached  the  city  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  battle  having  ended  about 
two  o'clock,  or  before.  "II        *        *        *        * 

"  The  enemy,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th,  made  the  greatest  exertions  to  leave 
the  city  of  Washington.  They  had  about  40  indifferent  looking  horses,  10  or  12 
carts  and  waggons,  one  ox- cart,  one  coach,  and  several  gigs.  These  were  sent  to 
Bladensburg  to  move  off  the  wounded.  \  drove  of  60  or  70  cattle  preceded  this 
party.  Arriving  at  Bladensburg  the  British  surgeon  was  ordered  to  select  the 
wounded  who  could  walk  ;  thf  forty  horses  were  mrunfed  by  those  who  could  ride  ; 
the  carts  and  waggons  loaded  ;  and  uprvardsof^O  wounded  left  behind.  About 
12  o'clock  at  nigiit  the  British  army  passed  through  Bladensburg ;  and  parties 
continued  until  morning,  and  stragglers  until  after  n»d-day.  The  retreat  of  the 
enemy  to  his  shipping  was  precipitate  and  apparently  under  an  alarm  :  asd  it  is 
bupposed  that  it  was  known  to  him  that  our  forces  had  marched  to  Montgomery 
court-house,"5         *        *        *        * 

"On  the  12th  of  July,  gen.  Winder  was  authorized,  in  case  of  menaced  or 
actual  invasion,  to  call  into  service  the  whole  quota  of  Maryland.  On  the  I7th 
gen.  Winder  was  authorised  to  call  into  actual  service  not  less  than  2  nor  more 
than  3.000  of  the  drafts  assigned  to  his  command,  to  form  a  permanent  force  to  be 
stationed  in  some  central  position  between  Baltimore  and  the  city  of  Washington. 
On  the  same  day,  17th  of  July,  gen.  Winder  was  authorized  to  call  on  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  for  5.000  men  ;  on  Virginia,  2,000  ;  on  the  militia  of  the  district 
of  Columbia,  in  a  disposable  state,  2,000  ;  together  with  the  6,000  from  Maryland, 
making  an  aggregate  force  of  15,000  drafted  militia,  3,000  of  which  owfAonserf 
to  be  called  into  actual*ervice  ;  the  residue  in  case  of  actual  or  menaced  invasion, 
besides  the  regular  troops  estimated  at  1,000,  making  16,000,  independent  of  ma- 
rines and  flotilla-men.  This  was  the  measure  of  defence  contemplated  for  the 
militaiy  district  No  10,  and  the  measures  taken  by  the  war  department  up  to  the 
17th  of  July  in  execution  of  it.f" 

*  Report,  page  21.  f  I<1^™'  P*g®  23.  t  Idem,  page  26. 

II  Idem,  page  34.  }  Idem,  page  36.  IT  Idem,  page  38 
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Debiritciion  of  Fort  Washington.  ^ 

Oiieextraovdinary circumstance  attended  this  disastrous  affair, 
which  I  cannot  refrain  from  statins;  to  the  public.  Fort  Wash- 
ington Avas' commanded  by  captain  Dyson,  when  the  British 
took  the  ciiy  of  Washington.  He  had  received  orders  from 
general  Winder,  in  case  the  enemy  came  in.o  his  rear,  to  blow 
up  the  fort,  and  retreat  with  his  garrison.  The  enemy  came. 
His  orders  were  clear  and  explicit.  He  obeyed  them — as  it 
appeals  he  was  in  duty  bound. 

For  this  act,  he  was^  brought  to  trial — and  sentenced  to  be 
dismissed  the  service. 

i  am  no  military  man,  I  know  little  of  military  affairs.  I 
am  therefore  liable  to  error  wiien  I  pronounce  opinions  on  them. 
But  with  due  deference  to  this  couri  martial,  wheseof  "  brigadier 
general  Smith,  of  the  militia  of  the  district  of  Columbia,  was 
president,"  I  cannot  but  believe  captain  Dyson's  case  to  be 
peculiarly  severe  :  and,  judging  on  plain  principles  of  reason 
and  common  sense,  I  think  the  sentence  most  extravagantly 
unjust.  Were  I  in  this  situation,  I  would  appeal  to  the  world 
against  such  a  condemnation — and  "  make  the  welkin  ring" 
with  my  complaints. 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  General  Winder, 

"  1  sent,  by  major  Hite,  directions  to  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Washing- 
ton, to  advance  a  guard  up  to  the  main  road  upon  all  the  roads  leading  to  the  fort; 
and  in  the  event  of  his  being  taken  in  the  rear  of  the  fort  by  the  enemy,  to  blow  up 
the  fort,  and  retire  across  the  river.'*'* — Report,  page  172. 

I  wish  to  have  it  understood  that  I  have  no  personal  know- 
ledge of  general  Armstrong,  general  Winder,  or  captaia  Dyson 
— nor  do  1  believe  1  have  ever  seen  any  of  them. 

Departure  ofGeiural  Izard  from  Plattshurg. 

One  of  the  most  extraordinary  measures  of  the  war — a  meas- 
ure utterly  indefensible, — has,  as  far  as  I  know,  almost  wholly 
escaped  censure.  It  affords  one  among  ten  thousand  instances, 
to  prove  how  seldom  approbation  or  censure  is  meted  out  with 
due  regard  to  justice." 

General  Izard  had  an  army  of  about  8000  regulars  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Plattsburg.  General  Prevost,  at  no  very  great 
distance,  had  the  command  of  about  1 4,000  troops,  principally 
veterans.  While  the  eyes  of  the  nation  were  directed  towards 
that  quarter,  and  every  mnn  interested  for  the  honor,  the  hap- 
piness, the  independence  ot  his  country,  w^as  tremblingly  alive 
to  the  future,  and  filled  with  the  most  awful  forebodings  oS  a 


7t'  THE  OLIVE  BRANCH. 

Fuinous  result,  from  the  fearful  odds  against  our  little  army, 
amazement  and  terror  filled  everj  breast,  to  find  that  5  or  6000 
of  our  troops,  under  the  general,  who  had  directed  his  utmost 
energy  to  train  them  to  service,  and  to  acquire  their  confidence) 
"\vere  ordered  to  a  remote  situation,  on  an  unimportant  expedi- 
tion, in  which  no  laurels  were,  or  probably  couid  be,  acquired. 
Thus  was  a  mjst  invaluable  frontier  exposed  to  all  the  horrors 
of  desolation. 

The  annals  of  warfare  present  no  instance  of  greater  fatuity. 
It  is  ditiicult  to  conjecture  what  could  have  been  the  oi>ject  con- 
templated by  this  wonderful  movement.  But  whatever  it 
miglit  have  been,  had  the  utmost  success  crowned  the  undertake 
ing,  it  could  not  possiblj^,  have  compensated  for  the  issue  which 
was  to  be  rationally  calculated  on  at  Platts^^urg. 

The  result,  however,  was  highly  glorious  to  the  nation  — 
Nolhins:  could  be  more  forlunate.  But  this  does  not  diminish 
an  iota  of  the  censure  due  to  ihe  measure. — The  character  of  un 
action,  good  or  bad,  is  not  afifected,  except  with  the  canaille,* 
by  its  success,  Avhether  prosperous  or  the  reverse.  Many  of 
the  wisest  schemes  ever  devised  have  failed  of  success.  Many 
of  the  most  absurd  and  ridiculous  have  prospered.  But  every 
man  whose  approbation  is  worthy  of  regard,  commends  or  rep- 
robates a  measure  according  to  the  wisdom  or  folly  displayed  in 
planning  it. 

Had  general  Izard's  army  remained  at  Plattsburg,  and  aided 
in  the  discomfiture  of  governor  Prevost,  the  triumph  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  the  Saranac  would  not  haye  been  so  transcendant- 
ly  great.  Their  removal,  therefore,  how  absurd  soever  it  was, 
is  subject  of  the  most  serious  rejoicing.  It  has  added  immense- 
ly to  the  laurels  the  nation  acquired  in  the  war. 

Loans. 

The  last  and  perhaps  the  most  grievous  and  unpardonaWe  er- 
ror ofthe  democratic  party — an  error,  pregnant  with  balefid  con- 
sequences to  the  finances  and  credit  of  the  country,  was,  depend- 
ing on  loans  for  the  support  of  tlie  war,  and  deferring  the  impo- 
sition of  taxes  a<^equate  to  erect  the  su=>ers(ructure  of  public 
credit  upon.  This  arose  f;'om  the  miser?,  le  and  ?)ernicious 
dread  of  forfeiting  popularity,  and  losing  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment— «a  dread  often  the  parent  of  the  rac>st  destructive  meas- 
ures. The  consequence  of  this  highly  reprehensihie  error  was, 
that  the  loans  were  made  to  very  considerable  loss,  and  that 
the  public  credit  ofthe  nation  was  most  lamentably  impaired. 

*  It  may  he  proper  to  stale,  that  the  true  dMinction  of '^i?  Car.aille,  is  not 
dress,  or  station.  It  is  mind.  There  are  men  worth  ten  thousand  a-year,  who 
ftre  ofthe  canaille  r 
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I  HAVE  now  gone  through  a  review  of  the  principal  errors 

and  Ojllies,  the  neglects  and  the  mismanagements  of  the  demo- 

/Cratlc  party.       I  have  detailed  and  canvassed  them  with  the 

boldness  and  independence  of  a  freeman.     I  have  followed  the 

sound  advice  of  Othello : 

"  Nought  extenuate — nor  aught  set  down  in  malice." 

Oa  many  of  these  points  I  am  greatly  at  variance  with  men 
of  powerful  talents  belonging  to  that  party.  Some  of  my  facts 
and  opinions  have  been  controverted  by  a  critic  of  considerable 
acumen,  in  one  of  the  daily  papers.  I  have  reexamined  the 
various  subjects  embraced  in  this  volume ;  and,  where  I  have 
found  cause  to  change  my  opinion,  I  have  unhesitatingly  done 
no.  My  object  is  tiuth.  I  have  pursued  it  steadily — and  as  far 
as  I  can  judge  of  myself,  without  undue  bias.  But  I  well  know 
how  difficult  it  is  for  human  weakness  to  divest  itself  of  preju- 
dice and  partiality.  To  the  candid  reader,  I  submit  the  de*- 
cision. 

This  detail  of  misconduct  has  been  a  painful  task.  Par  more 
agreeable  would  it. have  been  to  have  descanted  on  the  merits 
and  talents  of  the  president  and  other  public  functionaries. — 
To  a  man  of  a  liberal  mind  it  is  infinitely  more  agreeable  to  be- 
stow the  meed  of  praise,  than  to  deal  out  censure.  But  a  rough 
tinith  is  preferable  to  a  smooth  falsehood.  And  v,  hatever  chance 
we  have  of  arriving  at  the  haven  of  peace  and  happiness,  de- 
pends upon  a  fair  and  candid  examination  of  ourselves,  whick 
must  infallibly  result  in  a  convictionj  that,  so  great  have  been 
the  errors,  the  follies,  and  the  matlness  on  both  sides,  that  mu- 
tual forgiveness  requires  no  effort  of  generosity — it  is  merely  an 
act  of  simple  justice. 


Before  I  quit  this  branch  of  my  subject,  it  is  but  proper  ta 
observe,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  of  a  more  diflBcuK 
and  arduous  situation  than  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison  have 
been  placed  in.     They  have  had  to  struggle  with  two  belliger- 
ents, one  supremely  powerful  by  land,  and  on  that  element  hold- 
ing in  awe   the  chief  part  of  the  civilized  world — the  other 
equally  powerful  by  sea  : — and  each  in  his  rage  against  the  oth- 
er, violating  the  clearest  and  most  indisputable  rights  of  neu- 
trals, and  inflicting  upon  us,  in  a  time  of  pretended  peace,  nearly 
as  much  injury  as  if  we  were  ranked  among  the  belligerents. — 
And  the  divisiotis  and   distractions  of  the  country,  with  the 
formidable  opposition  of  a   powerful  party,  embracing  all   tie 
governments  of  the  easteni  States  and  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  citizens  of  tjje  rest  of  the  union,  must  have  caused  the  ad- 
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miaistratioa  infinitely  more  trouble  and  difficulty  than  the  two 
bfc.'jigerents  together.  The  federalists,  as  I  shall  show  more 
fu]\y  in  the  sequel,  after  goading  the  government  into  resistance, 
and  vilifying  it  for  not  procuring  redress,  thwarted,  opposed, 
and  rendered  nugatojy  every  rational  effort  made  to  accom- 
plish the  very  of>ject  they  professed  to  seek — a  degree  of  mad- 
ness and  folly  never-enough-to-be-deplored. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

'PJie  Federalists.  Federal  Convention  and  Constitution.  Complaints 
of  want  of  energy  in  the'  Constitution.  Disorganisers  and 
Jacobins.  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws.  Loss  of  Power.  Change 
of  Views. 

Having  thus  taken  what  I  hope  -will  be  allowed  to  be  a  can- 
j^id  view  of  the  errors  and  misconduct  of  the  democratic  party, 
it  remains  to  perform  the  same  office  for  their  opponents.  And 
I  feel  confident,  it  will  appear  that  the  latter  have  at  least  as 
much  need  to  solicit  forgiveness  of  their  injured  country,  as  the 
former.  In  the  career  of  mn^dness  and  folly  w  hich  the  nation 
has  run,  they  have  acted  a  conspicuous  part,  and  may  fairly  dis- 
pute the  pahn  with  their  competitors. 

In  the  federal  convention,  this  party  raade  every  possible  ex- 
ertion to  increase  the  energy  and  add  to  the  authority  of  the 
general  government,  and  toendow^  it  with  powers  at  the  expense 
1  of  the  state  governments  and  people.  Bearing  strongly  in  mind 
\  the  disorders  and  convulsions  of  some  of  the  very  ill-balanced 
republics  of  Greece  and  Italy,  their  sole  object  of  dread  appear- 
ed to  be  the  inroads  of  anarchy.  And  as  mankind  too  generally 
find  it  difficult  to  steer  the  middle  course,  their  apprehensions  of 
the  Scylla  of  anarchy  efifectually  blinded  them  to  the  dangers  of 
tht  Charybdis  of  despotism.  Had  they  possessed  a  complete 
ascendency  in  the  convention,  it  is  probable  they  would  have 
fallen  into  the  opposite  extreme  to  that  which  decided  the  tenor 
of  the  constitution. 

This  party  was  divided  among  themselves,  A  small  but  ve- 
ry active  division  were  monarchists,  and  utterly  disbelieved  iu 
the  efficacy  or  security  of  the  republican  form  of  government, 
especially  in  a  territory  so  extensive,  as  that  of  the  United 
States,  and  embracing  so  numerous  a  population  as  were  to  be 
taken  into  the  calculation  at  no  distant  period.  The  remainder 
^verc  genuine  republicans,  men  of  enlightened  views,  and  a 
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iii'^h  degree  of  public  spirit  and  patriotism.  They  differed  as 
^videly  from  the  monarchic  part  of  that  body,  as  from  the  de- 
mocrats. It  is  unfortunate  that  their  councils  did  not  prevail. 
For  it  is  true  in  government,  as  in  almost  all  other  human  con- 
cerns— that  safety  lies  in  middle  courses.  Violent  and  impass- 
ioned men  lead  themselves,  and  it  is  not  wonderful  they  lead 
others  astray.  This  portion  of  the  federaj  party  advocated  an 
energetic,  but  at  the  same  time  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
men?,  which  on  all  proper  occasions  might  be  able  to  command 
and  call  forth  the  force  of  the  nation. 

The  following  letter  sheds  considerable  light  on  the  views  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  who  took  a  distinguished  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  respectable  body. — It  is  obvious  that  a  presi- 
dent during  good  behaviour,  which  was  a  favourite  feature  with 
Mr.  Hamilton,  could  hardly  be  considered  other  tbari  a  presi- 
dent for  life. 

New  York,  Shpt.  16,  1803. 

"  My  deae  stR — I  will  make  no  apology  for  my  delay  iu  answering  your  in- 
quiry some  time  since  made,  because  I  could  offer  none  which  would  satisfy  my- 
self. I  pray  you  only  to  believe,  tliat  it  proceeded  from  any  thing  rather  than 
want  of  respect  or  regard,     I  shall  now  comply  with  your  request. 

"  The  liighest-toned  propositions  which  1  made  in  the  convention  were  for  a 
president,  senate,  and  judges,  during  gocd  behavior  ;  a  house  of  representatives 
for  three  years.  I'hough  I  would  have  enlarged  the  legislative  power  of  the  gen- 
eral government,  yet  I  cover  rontemplated  theabc;ilicn  of  the  state  government?. 
But  on  t!ie  contrary,  ihcy  were,  in  some  particulars,  constituent  parts  of  my  plan. 

"  This  plan  was,  in  my  conception,  conformable  with  the  strict  theory  of  a  gov- 
ernment purely  republican  j  the  essential  criteria  of  which  are,  that  the  principal 
organs  of  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  be  elected  by  the  people,  and 
hold  their  ofiicesby  a  responsible  and  temporary  or  defeasible  nature. 

*'  A  vote  was  taken  on  the  proposition  respecting  the  executive.  Five  states 
were  in  favor  of  it  ;  among  these  Vi'-ginia  ;  and  though,  from  the  manner  of  vo- 
ting by  delegations,  individuals  were  not  distinguished  ;  it  was  morally  certain, 
from  the  known  situation  of  the  Virginia  members  (six  in  number,  two  of  them. 
Mason  and  Randolph,  professing  popular  doctrines)  that  Madison  must  have 
concurred  in  the  vote  of  Virginia.  Thus,  if  I  sinned  against  republicanism,  Mr. 
Madi'on  is  not  less  guilty. 

"  1  may  tnily  then  say  that  1  never  proposed  either  a  president  er  senate  for 
life  and  that  I  neither  recommended  nor  meditated  the  annihilation  of  the  state 
governments. 

"  And  1  may  add,  that  in  the  course  of  the  discussions  in  the  Convention,  nei- 
ther the  propositions  thrown  out  for  debate,  nor  even  those  voted  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  deliberation,  were  considered  as  evidences  of  a  definite  opinion  in  the 
proposer  or  voter.  It  appeared  to  be  in  some  sort  understood,  that,  with  a  view 
to  free  investigation,  experimental  propositions  might  be  made,  which  were  to  be 
received  merely  as  suggestions  for  consideration.  Accordingly  it  is  a  fact,  that 
my  final  opinion  was  against  an  executive  during  good  behavior,  on  account  of 
the  increased  danger  to  the  public  tranquility  incident  to  the  election  of  a  magis- 
trate of  his  degree  of  permanency.  In  the  pl?.n  of  a  coaslitution  which  1  drew  up 
while  the  convention  was  sitting,  and  wliich  I  communicated  to  Mr.  M^disou 
about  th.e  close  of  it,  perhaps  a  day  or  two  after,  the  office  of  president  has  no 
longer  duration  than  for  three  years. 

*'  This  plan  was  predicated  upon  these  bases  : — 1.  That  the  political  principles 
of  the  peonle  of  this  ccautrv  ^onld  endure  nothing  but  a  republican  government. 
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2.  That  iQ  the  actual  situation  of  the  country,  it  -wqs  itself  right  and  proper  ihdt 
the  republican  tlieory  should  have  a  fair  and  full  tiial.  3.  That,  to  such  a  trial 
it  was  essential  that  the  government  should  be  so  constructed  as  to  give  it  all  the 
energy  and  the  stability  reconcilable  with  the  principles  of  that  tlieoty.^ — These 
■were  the  genuine  sentiments  of  my  heart  :  and  upon  \lieni  I  then  acted. 

*'  I  sincerely  liope  that  it  may  not  hereafter  be  discovered,  that  through  want 
of  sufficient  attention  to  the  last  idea,  the  experiment  of  republican  government, 
even  in  this  country,  has  not  been  as  complete,  as  satisfactoj-y,  and  as  decisive 
as  could  be  wished. 

Very  truly,  dear  sir, 

YourlViend  and  servant, 

A.  JTAMILTON." 
Timothy  Pickering,  Esq. 

la  the  conflict  of  opiaion  that  arose  in  the  convention,  there 
was  a  most  imperious  necessity  for  a  spirit  of  compromise,  in 
order  to  secure  success  to  its  labours.- — The  tenacit}  of  some 
Trading  men,  of  adverse  opinionsv  had  nearly  rendered  the  ef- 
fort abortive.  According  to  Luther  Martin,  Esq.  one  of  the 
Maryland  delegates,  the  convention  was  several  times  on  the 
verge,  of  adjournment,  >vithout  fulfilling  the  object  of  their  ap- 
pointment. But  the  good  fortune  of  the  nation  prevailed:  and 
after  a  session  of  about  four  months,  the  constitution  was  finally 
ngreed  upon,  submitted  to  public  discussion,  and  joyfully  ac- 
cepted by  the  American  people. 

The  federal  party  immediately  took  the  reins,  and  admlnla- 
tered  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  twelve  years. — 
During  this  period,  its  want  of  sufficient  energy,  audits  danger 
from  the  state  governments,  were  frequent  subjects  of  impass- 
ioned complaint.  Every  man  who  opposed  the  measures  of  the 
administration,  of  w  hat  kind  soever  they  were,  or  from  w  hatev- 
er  motives,  was  stigmatized  as  a  disorganizer  and  a  jacobin. — 
The  last  terra  involved  the  utmost  extent  of  human  atrocity. 
A  jacobin  was,  in  fact,  an  enemy  to  social  order — to  the  rights 
of  property — to  religion — to  mqrals — ami  ripe  for  rapine  and 
spoil. 

As  far  as  laws  could  apply  a  remedy  io  the  alledged  feeble- 
ness of  the  general  government,  the  reigning  party  sedulous-ly 
endeavoured  to  remove  the  defect.  They  fenced  round  the 
constituted  authorities,  as  I  have  stated,  Avith  an  alien  and  sedi- 
tion law:.  By  the  former,  they  could  banish  from  our  shores 
obnoxious  foreigners  who3€  period  of  probation  had  not  exj)ired. 
By  the  latter,  every  libel  against  the  government,  and  every 
unlawful  atttempt  to  oppose  its  measures,  were  subject  to  pun- 
ishment, more  or  less  severe,  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude. 

The  alien  law  was  not,  I  believe,  ever  carried  into  operation. 
It  was  hung  up  in  tcrrorem  over  several  foreigners,  who,  in  the 
language  of  the  day,  were  rank  jacobins,  and  of  course  enemies 
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of  God  and  man.  But  the  case  w&s  far  different  with  the  sedi- 
tion law.  Several  individuals  could  bear  testimony  from  ex- 
perience, to  the  severity  with  which  its  sanctions  were  enforced. 
Some  cases  occured,  of  a  tragi-comicalkind,  particularly  one  in 
New-Jersey,  in  which  the  culprit  wus  found  guilty  and  punish- 
ed, under  this  law,  for  the  simple  wish  that  the  wadding  of  a 
gun,  discharged  on  a  festival  day,  had  made  an  inroad  into,  or 
singed  the  posteriors  of  Mr.  Adams,  then  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

But  every  thing  in  this  sublunary  world  is  liable  to  revolu^ 
tion.  This  is  proverbially  the  case  with  power  in  a  republican 
government.  The  people  of  the  United  States  changed  their 
rulers.  By  the  regular  course  of  election,  they  withdrew  the 
reins  from  the  hands  of  the  federalists,  and  placed  them  in  those 
of  the  democrats. 

This  was  a  most  unexpected  revolution  to  the  federalists. — 
It  wholly  changed  their  views  of  the  government.  It  has  been 
asserted  in  England,  that  a  tory  in  place,  becomes  a  whig 
when  out  of  place — and  that  a  whig  when  provided  with  a  place, 
becomes  a  tory.  And  it  is  painful  to  state  that  too  many 
among  us  act  the  same  farce.  The  government,  which 
administered  by  themselves,  was  regarded  as  miserably  feeble 
and  inefficient,  became,  on  its  transition,  arbitrary  and  despotic  ; 
notwithstanding  that  among  the  earliest  acts  of  the  new  incum- 
bents, was  the  repeal  not  merely  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
but  of  some  of  the  most  obnoxious  and  oppressive  taxes  ! 

Under  the  effects  of  these  new  and  improved  political  views, 
a  most  virulent  warfare  was  begun  against  their  successors. — • 
The  gazettes  patronized  by,  and  devoted  to  federalism,  were  un- 
ceasing in  their  efforts  to  degrade,  disgrace,  and  defame  the  ad- 
ministratioui  All  its  errors  were  industriously  magnified,  and 
ascribed  to  the  most  perverse  and  wicked  motives;  Allegations 
wholly  unfounded,  and  utterly  improbable,  were  reiterated  in 
regular  succession^  An  almost  constant  and  unvarying  oppo- 
sition was  maintained  to  all  its  measures^  and  hardly  ever  was 
there  a  substitute  proposed  for  any  of  them;  There  was  not 
the  slightest  allowance  made  for  the  unprecedented  and  con- 
vulsed state  of  the  world.  And  never  was  there  more  ardor  and 
energy  displayed  in  a  struggle  between  two  hostile  cations,  than 
the  opposition  manifested  in  their  attacks  upon  the  administra- 
tion. The  awful,  and  lamentable,  and  ruinous  consequences 
of  this  warfare,  and  its  destruction  of  the  vital  interests  of  tb© 
nation,  will  fully  appear  in  the  sequeL 

E  0 
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CHAPTER  X. 

British  Orders  in  Council,  November  1793.     Enforcement  ofilu 
Rule  of  1159,    General  clamour  throughout  the  United  States. 

As  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  our  country  have  sprung 
from  the  belligerent  invasions  of  our  rights,  I  shall  commence 
the  consideration  of  them  with  the  Brisish  order  of  1793. 

At  that  period,  during  the  administration  of  general  Wash- 
ington, the  following  order  was  issued  by  the  British  privy 
council  :— 

"  George  R.  A-dditional  instruction,  to  all  ships  of  war,  privateers,  &c. 
"  That  they  shall  stop  and  detain  all  ships  laden  with  goods,  the   produce  of 
my  colony  belonging  to  France,  or  carrying  provisions  or  other  supplies  for  the 
use  of  such  colonies  ;  and  shall  bring  the  saaic,  with  their  cargoes,  to  legal  ad- 
judication in  our  courts  of  admiralty. 

"  By  his  majesty's  commanel, 

Signed,  "  Hknry  Dvndas." 

Nov.  6,  1793. 

This  order  was  a  most  lawless  invasion  of  our  rights,  almost 
unprecedented  in  extent,  and  incapable  of  pleading  in  its  de- 
fence the  right  of  retaliation,  so  hacknied  and  worn  so  thread- 
bare since  that  period.  In  a  few  weeks  it  swept  the  seas  of  our 
commerce.  Hundreds  of  our  vessels  were  captured  :  and  many 
oT  our  merchants,  who  had  no  more  anticipation  of  such  a  sys- 
tem, than  of  an  attack  on  their  vessels  by  the  subjects  of  the 
emperor  of  China,  were  absolutely  reduced  to  bankruptcy. — 
The  annals  of  Europe  for  the  preceding  century  furnish  no 
measure  more  unjustifiable. 

The  circumstances  attending  it  very  highly  aggravated  the 
outrage.  It  was  issued  so  clandestinely,  and  with  such  an  ex- 
traordinary degree  of  secrecy,  that  the  first  account  of  its  exist- 
ence that  reached  the  London  exchange,  was  conveyed  with 
the  details  of  the  captures  it  authorized  and  occasioned.  And 
the  American  minister  at  the  court  of  St.  James',  was  unable 
to  procure  a  copy  of  it  till  the  25th  of  December. 

This  lawless  procedure  excited  universal  indignation  in  the 
United  States.  There  was  a  general  clamor  for  war  among  all 
parties.  Several  very  violent  measures  were  moved  and  deba* 
ted  in  Congress — among  the  rest  the  sequestration  of  all  British 
property  in  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying 
our  merch.'ints.  This,  if  my  memory  do  not  deceive  me,  was 
brought  forward  by  Jonathan  Dayton,  of  New  Jersey,  a  leading 
man  among  the  federalists. 
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While  Congress  was  engaged  in  debating  on  various  modes  of 
procuring  redress,  the  president  arrested  it  in  its  career,  by  the 
nomination  of  Judge  Jay  as  minister  extraordinary,  to  seek  re- 
dress from  the  British  government. 

This  eventuated  in  the  celebrated  treaty  which  bears  that 
minister's  name,  against  which  volumes  of  denunciations  were 
published  by  the  democrats,  with  numberless  gloomy  and  terri- 
tying  predictions,  on  nearly  the  whole  of  v.  Iiich,  as  I  have  alrea- 
dy stated,  time  has  stamped  the  seal  of  false  prophecy. 

From  this  period  till  the  year  1 805,  the  collisions  between 
the  two  nations  were  inconsiderable. 

The  United  States  were  in  a  most  enviable  state  of  prosper- 
ity in  the  years  1 800,  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5.  No  nation  ever  enjoy- 
ed greater  happiness.  The  trade  of  the  country,  and  particular- 
ly its  exports  had  most  wonderfully  increased. 

During  the  first  four  years  of  general  Washington's  adminis- 
tration, the  whole  value  oi  the  exports  from  this  country,  foreign 
and  domestic,  was  below  100,000,000  dollars  ;  whereas  during 
the  years  1 803,  4,  5,  and  6,  they  were  more  than  treble  that 
amount. 

ExPOETg.        Foreign,  Domestic.  Total. 

1803  13,594,000  42,206.000  55,800,000 

1804  86,231,000  41,463,000  77,699,000 

1805  53,179,000  42,387,000  95,5*6,000 

1806  60.283,000  41,253,000  101,536,000 


163,287.000         167,314.000  330,601,000 


The  foreign  articles  were  principally  the  productions  of  the 
colonies  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain ;  and  their  amount  ex- 
cited her  jealousy  in  a  high  degree,  and  led  her  in  the  summer 
of  1805,  to  adopt  the  rule  of  the  war  of  17S6,  which  rendered 
illegal  any  commerce  carried  on  b}-^  a  neutral,  with  the  colonies 
of  a  belligerent,  during  war,  which  had  not  been  permitted 
during  peace.  This  rule  was  carried  into  operation,  without 
any  previous  notice,  whereby  our  vessels  and  property  to  an 
immense  amount  were  seized — carried  into  British  ports — tried 
and  condemned. 

A  circumstance  attended  this  transaction,  wliifeh  greatly  ag- 
gravated its  injus'tice.  It  was  in  direct  hostility  with  previous 
decisions  of  the  British  courts  of  admiralty,  which  had  legalized 
in  the  clearest  and  most  explicit  manner,  the  trade  now  pro- 
scribed and  subjected  to  condemnation. 

In  order  to  display  the  gross  impropriety  of  this  procedure  of 
the  British  government,  and  its  utter  inconsistency  with  their 
preceding  conduct  ami  decisions,  I  annex  a  statement  of  the 
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report  of  the  king's  advocate,  on  an  application  made  to  him  ia 
March,  1801,  at  the  instance  of  Rufus  King,  Esq,  our  minister 
at  the  court  of  St.  James',  on  certain  cases  wherein  this  rule 
of  17^0  was  attempted  to  be  enforced. 

"  It  is  now  distinctly  understood,  and  has  been  repeatedly  so  decided  by  the 
♦'high  court  of  appeal,  that  rrT^THE  PRODUCE  OF  THEJ  COLONIES  C^' 
*'THEENE\!^M\Y  BiL  IMPORTED  BY  A  NEUTRAL  L\TO  HIS 
"OWN  COUNTRY,  AND  MAY  BE  RE  EXPORTED  FROM  THENCE, 
"  EVEN  TO  THE  MOTHER-COUNTRY  OF  SUCH  COLONY  ;  AND  IN 
*LIKE  IVLVNNER  rrT^THE  PRODUCE  AND  MANUFACTURES  OF 
*'TFIE  MOTHER-ColNTRY  MAY,  IN  THIS  CIRCUITOUS  MODE, 
*'  LEGALLY  FIND  THEIR  >V AY  TO  THE  COLONIES.  The  direct  trade, 
*'  however,  between  t!ie  mother-country  and  its  colonies,  has  not,  I  apprehend, 
•' been  recognized  as  le^al,  either  by  his  majesty's  government,  or  by  his  tribu- 
*'  nil?< 

*'  v."  hat  is  a  direct  trade,  or  what  amounts  to  an  intermediate  importation  into 
*'  the  neutral  country,  may  sometimes  be  a  question  of  some  difficulty.  A  gene- 
♦'  ral  def.nition  of  either,  applicable  to  all  cases,  cannot  well  be  laid  down.  The 
*'  question  must  depend  upon  ttic  particular  circumstances  of  each  case.  Perhaps 
"  the  mere  toucliinc;  in  the  neutral  country,  to  take^  fresh  clearances,  may  prop- 
*'  erly  be  considered  as  a  fraudulent  evasion,  and  is  in  effect  the  direct  trade  ;  but 
"  the  high  court  of  admiralty  lias  expressly  decided  (and  I  see  no  reason  to  expect 
*'  that  the  court  of  appeals  -will  vary  the'  rule)  that  rf^landing  ike  goods  arid 
^*  paying  the  duties  in  thr  neutral  ceunfry,  breaks  the  continuity  of  the  voyage  and 
*»  is  such  an  imporiaiicn  as  legulises  the  trade,  although  Vie  goods  be  re-shipped' in 
"  the  same  vessel,  and  on  account  cfthe  same  neutral  propridors^  and  beforrvarded 
"  for  sale  to  the  mother  count.-y.or  the  colony.''^ 

*'  An  extract  from  this  report,  containing  tlie  foregoing  passage,  was  transmit- 
ted by  the -duke  of  Portland,  in  a  letter  of  the  30th  March,  1801,  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty.  His  grace's  letter  concludes  thus:  "  In  order, 
therefore  to  put  a  stop  to  tiie  inconveniences  arising  from  these  erroneous  senten- 
ces of  the  vice  admiralty  courts,  I  have  the  honor  to  signify  to  your  lordships  the 
king's  pleasure,  that  a  commu!iication  of  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the  said  report 
should  be  immediately  made  by  your  lordships  to  the  several  judges  presidingin 
them,  setting  forth  what  is  held  to  be  the  law  upon  the  subject  by  the  superior 
tribunals,  for  their  future  guidance  and  direction.'** 

The  depredations  above  stated  excited  universal  indignation 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  mercantile  part  of  the 
community  were  exasperated  to  the  utmost  degree.  The  ad- 
ministration was  stigmatized  as  equally  regardless  of  the  honor 
and  the  interest  of  the  nation,  for  not  resisting  these  pretensions 
and  not  procuring  redress  for  the  depredations.  A  recurrence 
to  the  gazettes  of  that  period  will  show  that  the  federal  party 
was  then  clamorous  for  war,  if  redress  could  not  be  procured  for 
grievances  incomparably  less  than  those  that  finally  provoked 
the  late  declaration  of  war.  But  it  may  be  said,  and  with  some 
degree  of  truth,  that  newspapers  are  an  equivocal  criterion  of 
the  public  opinion.  This  I  admit.  And  I  shall  lay  before  the 
reader  other  and  most  unerring  proofs  of  the  mercantile  temper 
of  this  period. 

*  Letter  from  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  to  lord  Howick,  dated  August  20, 
!S0ft.. 
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Meetings  of  the  merchants  were  lieKi  in  almost  all  the  com- 
mercial towns  and  cities  in  the  United  States.  The  subject 
was  e\oi]uenV.j  discussed.  Strong;  memorials  were  agreed  upon, 
urging  the  president  and  congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
misht  be  necessary  to  procure  redress.  In  these  memorials, 
which  were  couched  in  the  most  emphatical  language,  the  pre- 
tensions of  England  were  treated  as  not  far  removed  from  actaai 
piracy* — as  opening  a  door  to  the  most  flagrant  frauds  and  im- 
positions— as  nnworthj'  of  a  great  and  magnanimous  people — 
and  as  derogatory  to  the  re  nutation  and  honor  of  an  independ- 
ent nation  to  submit  ^o.  The  administration  was,  in  the  most 
impassioned  stjie  invoked  to  resist  such  pretensions;  and  the 
memorialists  generally  pledged  themselves  r.icsi  soUninly  to  sup- 
port  it  in  the  atlempL  As  I  shall  devote  a  sep.erste  chapter  [the 
18th]  to  the  consideration  of  the  policy  of  the  mercantile  part 
of  the  nation,  I  shall  not  here  inqnire  bow  far  these  pledges  were 
redeemed. 

•  These  memorials  are  immensely  important  in  the  formation 
of  a  correct  estimate  of  the  policy  of  our  government.  I  shall, 
therefore,  make  very  copious  extracts  from  them.  They  are 
most  j^recioiis  docjments,  and  present  "a  round  unvarnished 
tale"  of  the  outrages  experienced  by  American  commerce,  and 
the  extravagant  pretensions,  as  well  as  the  lawless  depredations 
of  Great  Britain. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Extracts  from  tlw  Boston  Memorial,     Strong  SiyU.    British  pre 
tensions  destructive  of  the  navigation  ofiuutral  nations.     JJuty 
of  the  United  States  to  oppose  tlicm.    Energetic  call  for  adequate 
measures  to  protect  commerce. 

The  Boston  merchants,  after  glancing  at  the  vexations,  in- 
sults and  barbarities,  suaeretl  from  France  and  Spain,  pass  on 
to  the  consideration  of  the  grievances  inflicted  by  the  British. 
They  state  that, 

'*  It  i3  their  object  in  tl.P  pre«ent  niemorial,  to  confine  their  animadversions  to 

a::7=THE  more  alarming,  because  more  numerous  and 

EXTENSIVE  DETE>7TlONS  AND  CONDEMNATIONS  OF  AMERICAN 
VESSELS  BF  GREAT  BRITAIN  ;    anJ  to  advert  to  the  principles  recently 

^  "  It  cannot  become  the  integrity  of  a  gi eat  nation;  to  prey  upon  the  unprotect- 
t^  prope rty  nf  a /liendly  poKtry 

(Boston  Mcniorlal.) 
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avoTfed,  and  adopted  by  her  courts,  relative  to  neutral  trade  in  articles  of  colonial 
produce.  Principles,  which,  if  admitted,  or  practised  npoa  in  all  the  latitude* 
which  may  fairiv  be  inferred  to  be  intended,  would  be  [T/^  destructive  to  the 
navigation,  ayid  ' rrp  R\J}]C.\hLY  IMPAIR  THE  MuoT  LUCRATIVE 
COMMERCE  Ot-  OLR  COL'iVTRY.  Principles  that  had  been  virtually 
abandoned  subsequently  to  their  tirst  avowal ;  even  during  an  inlcrmediate  and 
inveterate  7var,  and  during  the  prosecution  of  a  trade  which  is  nojv  interdicted 
and  alledged  to  be  illegal,  but  which  trade  was  at  that  time  sanctioned  by  the 
promulgated  decisions  of  her  courts,  and  by  an  official  communication  from  one 
of  the  highest  organs  of  the  very  government,  which  is  now  attempting  to  destroy 
it,  and  with  its  suppression  to  rv-p  \NIVIHILATE  OR  GREATLY  DIMIN- 
ISH THE  COMMERCE  Ol'^\EUTRAL  NATIONS 

*'  There  is  great  cause  to  apprehend,  that  the  British  government  mean  to  set 
up  as  a  principle,  that  she  has  a  right  to  interdict  all  commerce  by  neutrals,  to 
the  ports  of  her  enemies,  which  ports  had  not  been  opened  previously  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  j — tliat  if  she  permits  a  trade  with  them  in  any  de- 
gree, she  has  a  right  to  prescribe  the  limits  of  it ;  to  investigate  the  intention  of 
the  parties  prosecuting  it ;  and  if  such  intention  be  not  the  actual  disposition  of 
the  property  in  the  neutral  country,  to  consider  the  merchandize,  even  after  the 
importation  into  such  countiy,  after  having  been  landed  therein,  warehoused, 
and  the  duties  paid  on  it,  as  \j[^Mly  in  the  stave  nfa  continutd  and  dirtct  roofage 
from  the  colony  to  the  mother  cjuntry^  or  vice  versa  ;  and  therefore  illegal,  and 
liable  to  condemnation. 

•'  In  some  instances,  your  memorialists  find  ^^[^nervvesitlSy  on  thdrjirsi passage 
from  the  United  States  to  Europe,  arrested,  car  tied  out  0/ their  course,  and  injuri- 
ously detained  under  the  vexatious  prdence  0/  a  continuity  of  voyage  from  the 
country  or  colony  of  a  belligerent.  In  another  instance  they  have  witnessed  a 
vessel  captured  and  condemned  under  the  most  frivolous  pretext,  when  in  the 
prosecution  of  an  acknowledged  and  permitted  trade,  under  circumstances  which 
banished  every  shadow  of  doubt,  as  to  the  real  destination  of  the  vesiei,  the  iden- 
tity of  the  onmers,  or  the  actual  intention  of  the  parties. 

*'  These  few  instances  they  have  thought  it  needful  to  notice,  in  order  to 
demonstrate,  that  unless  the  present  disposition  of  the  British  admiralty  courts, 
and  navy  officers,  can  be  counteracted  and  rtmoxed,  a  widely  dispersed  and 
unprotected  commerce,  extending  to  every  region  of  the  globe,  will  only  serve 
rrr>  TO  INVITE  DEPREDATION,  TO  'BANKRUPT  OURSELVES, 
AND  ENRICH  OTHERS,  UNTIL  SUCH  COMMERCE  BE  SWEPT 
FROM  THE  FACE  OF  THE  OCEAN,  and  leave  nothing  in  its  stead,  but 
sentiments  of  hostility  and  acts  of  contention. 

"  A  tacit  submission  to  pretensions  thus  lofty  and  comprehensive,  hut  which  your 
memorialists  tru?t  are  most  of  them  untenable,  tvouldt  they  conceive,  be  (X^  -^-^ 
ABANDONMENT  OF  RIGHTS  OPE?TLY  RECOGNIZED,  AND  ..  DE- 
RELICTION OF  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  COMMERCIAL  INTER- 
ESTS OF  OUR  COUNTRY. 

"  Reason,  and  the  most  powerful  considerations  of  equity,  enjoin  it  as 
rjj=  A  DUTY  ON  THE  UNITED  STATES  TO  OPPOSE  THESE  PRE- 
'1  JLiNSlONS  ;  for  circumstanced  as  these  states  are,  possessing  an  immensely 
extended  Bnd  fertile  territory,  producing  mostly  the  necessaries  of  life,  which, 
^ith  tiie  mercliandize  obtained  from  abroad  by  the  industry  and  enterprise 
of  her  citizen?,  she  is  obliged  to  barter,  or  furnish  in  payment  for  importations 
of  foreign  produce  or  manufactures ;  rvja  it  behoves  her  strenuously  to  contend 
for  the  right  of  an  open  cr^mmerce  in  imijcent  articles  bet/ietn  other  nations  ihut 
are  willing  to  accord  it,  and  herself ;  for  if  the  right  be  not  both  claimed  and 
admitted,  scarcely  any  of  the  European  powers  can  ia  futur?  be  engaged  in  yrar- 
fare  ivithout  making  the  United  States,  in  opposition  b'Ah  tn  her  efforts  and  wishes 
rrj'  EITHER  A  VICTIM  OR  PARTY  IN  THE  CONTEST. 

'  Your  memosialists  conceive  these  pretensions  afford  constant  sources  of 
coUisioB,  continually  tending  to  involve  these  states  in  the  issue  of  European  wars, 
and  would  oblige  tiie  government,  on  the  occurrence  of  such  of  such  wars,  spoed- 
ilv  to  urate  with  one  or  other  of  the  parties,  ia  order  that  the  cooamerce  of  the 
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country  might  lawfully  avail  itself  of  5orae  degree  of  security,  froiii  the  protection 
which  its  own  force,  and  that  of  its  allies,  could  atfbrd.  To  this  state  of  tnings, 
yonr  rcenioiialists  believe  it  can  neither  be  the  interest  nor  wish  of  the  British 
government  to  reduce  o«r  country. 

*'  The  most  tenackius  advocates  for  the  rights  of  belligerents  admit,  that  during 
war.  neutrals  have  u  riglit  to  enjoy  in  tiie  utmost  latit^^de,  the  trade  to  which 
they  had  hecn  accustomed  in  times  of  peace,  ^"^ow  if  the  belligerent  has  the  right 
lo  blockade  an  extended  sea-coast,  and  to  ^][^  exclude  neutrals  from,  perhaps^ 
fifty  difftre.nt  ports,  {as  rvas  the  case  niik  the  j^retich  ports  in  the  channel  during 
the  last  nar,)  how  can  the  neutral  enjoy  his  usual  psace  trade   in  its  greatest 


a  neutral  importer  shall  not  iigim  export  his  goods,  but  that  tliey  shall  be  first 
alienated  and  passed  into  the  possession  of  others — your  memorialists  believe  them 
to  be  UNSOUND  IN  POINT  OF  PRINCIPLE  OFFENSIVE  IN  PRAC- 
TICE, AND  NUGATOKV  IN  EFFECT. 

"  Your  memorialists  would  with  reluctanc**  believe  that  the  sacred  tribunals  of 
justice  have  become  subservient  to  motives  of  political  expediency,  more  especially 
in  a  nation  whose  judicial  proceedings  have  frequently  deserved  and  commanded 
the  respect  of  all  civilized  cour-tries.  Yet  thej  know  not  e  sily  ho.v  to  reconcile 
on  on  any  other  grounds,  the  contradictor}'  proceedings  of  the  British  admiralty 
courts,  during  the  last  and  present  war. 

"At  any  rate,  whether  the  doctrine  were  sound  or  not,  or  whether  it  injured 
Great  Britain  or  not,  it  cacnot  become  the  integrity  and  magnanimity  of  a  gr?at 
and  powerful  nation,  at  once,  and  without  notice,  to  reverse  her  rule  of  conduct 
towards  other  states,  and  [J^J^  10  PREY  UPON  THE  UNPROTECTED 
PROPERTY  OF  A  FRiJLx\iJLY  POW'KR,  the  extension  of  whose  commerce 
bad  been  invited  by  the  formal  avowal  d'h  r  intentions,  and  prosecuted,  under  a 
reliance  on  her  good  faith,  and  from  the  confidence  reposed,  that  her  courts, 
uniform  to  their  principles,  would  never  be  iufiuenced  by  the  time-serving  politics 
•f  the  moment. 

"  In  all  events,  fully  relying  that  the  subject  of  our  differences  with  Great  Britain 
■will  receive  the  due  consideration  of  government ;  and  chat  such  measures  will  ia 
consequence  be  promptly  adopted,  as  will  tend  to  DiSEMBARR,\SS  OUR 
COMMERCE— ASSERT  OUR  RIGHTS— AND  SUPPORT  THE  DIG- 
NITY OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

'*  Your  memorialists  have  the  honor  to  remaiOf  in  behalf  of  their  constituents 
and  themselves,  most  respectfully, 

James  Lloyd,  jun.  John  Coffin  Jones, 

David  Green,  George  Cabot, 

Arnold  Welles,  Thomas  H.  Perkiuj. 

David  Sears, 
Boiion,  Jan.  20,  1806. 

To  this  memorial  I  request  the  particular  attention  of  the 
reader.  It  was  the  act  of  the  merchants  of  Boston  in  general. 
The  seven  gentlemen  whose  signatures  are  subscril>ed,  were 
merely  a  committee  to  represent  the  mercantile  corps.  No 
man  can  pretend  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  the 
two  parties  that  divide  the  nation,  vfithout  being  fully  possessed 
of  the  tenor  of  this  and  the  other  similar  documents.  Besides 
the  contents,  I  wish  two  of  the  signatures  to  be  most  particularly 
adverted  to.  They  are  those  of  George  Cabot  and  James  Lloyd, 
Jan.  who  have  both  acted  conspicuous  parts  in  the  recent  a tiairs 
of  the  United  States.    The  former  gentleman  was  a  member  of 
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the  convention  at  Hartford,  'whose  professed  object  was  to  form 
some  association  among  the  commercial  states  for  the  '■'■  protection 
of  commerce^''  against  the  hostility  of  government. 

These  gentlemen  explicitly  state,  that  unless  ^^  the  present 
disposition,''''  that  is,  the  disposition  in  1805,  (for  as  the  remon- 
strance was  drafted  in  January,  1806,  it  must  refer  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  preceding  year) 

•'  Of  tlie  British  admiralty  courts,  and  navy  officers  can  be  counteract* 
ed  and  removed,  a  widely  dispersed  and  unproitcted  commerce,  exiendinor 
to  every  region  of  the  globe,  will  only  serve  to  invite  depredatioii,  to 
BA^fKRVPT  oTTRSELVEs,  A KD  ENRICH  OTHERS,  Until  sucli  Commerce  be 
swept  from  the  face  of  the  oceaju" 

They  further  state,  that 

"  A  iacit  s'ldfviissiov  to  pretensions  thus  lofty,  would  be  an  abandanment 
of  rights  openly  recognized,  and  a  dereliction  of  the  31ost  iMPour- 

AST  COMMERCIAL  INTERESTS  OF  OUR  COUNTRY." 

And  they  add — 

*•  Reason  and  the  most  powerful  considerations  of  equity  enjoin  it  a» 
«e  duty  on  the  United  Slates  to  oppose  these  pretensions^ 

And  that 

These  pretensions  are  *^  unsound  in  point  of  principle,  ojfensiceln  prac' 
tice  and  nugatory  in  effect." 

And  to  cap  the  climax,  they  explicitly  charge  Great  Britain, 
with  something  not  far  from  piracy,  or 

"PREYING  UPON  THE  UNPROTECTED  PROPERTY  OF  A 
FRIENDLY   POWER. 

They  and  their  friends  then  call  upon  the  government 

*'  Promptly  to  adopt  such  measures  as  might  disembarrass  our  commerce 
-^assert  our  rights — and  support  ihe  dignity  (f  the  United  States." 

This  call,  so  strong  aed  so  solemn,  im;)]ied  with  equal  strength 
and  solemnity  a  pledge  of  support.  It  behoves  these  gentlemen 
and  their  friends,  who  are  now,  for  that  purpose,  called  on  pub^ 
licly  in  the  face  of  their  country,  to  point  out  any  one  instance 
in  which  they  lent  their  aid  to  the  government  in  the  purs;iil  of 
redress,  or  redeemed  the  solemn  pledge  they  held  out  to  their 
country  and  to  the  world. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Extracts  from  Netv-Yark  Memorial.    Equally  explicit  and  pointed 

rviih  thai  from  Boston,     The  pretensions  of  Great  Britain  a 

violation  of  the  law  of  nations.     A  strong  and  peremptory  call 

for  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  government.     Solemn  pledge  of 

support.     Long  and  respectable  list  of  signers. 

*'  They  have  been  suddenly  confounded  by  unexpected  intelligence  of  the  ar- 
restaiion,  on  the  high  seas,  of  a  large  portion  of  their  property,  which  had  been  em- 
barked with  Vie  most  unsuspecting  confidence.  The  feelings  of  your  memorialists 
are  not  only  excited  by  the  losses  which  they  have  actually  sustained,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  measure  insusceptible  of  previous  calculation,  but,  also,  from  the  state 
of  uGcej'taiuty  in  which  they  are  placed  with  respect  to  future  conmjercial  opei'a- 
tions. 

'^'  In  the  recent  decision,  which  prohibits  an  importer  of  colonial  produce  from 
exportiug  it  to  Europe,  they  perceive  with  concern,  cither  a  nugatory  and  vexa- 
tious regulation,  or  a  meditated  bloiv  at  what  they  deem  an  incontestible  and  valva-^ 
hie  right. 

*'  If  the  arrival  of  a  ship  in  the  country  to  which  it  belongs  ;  the  landing  of  the 
cargo  ;  the  inspection  of  the  custom-house ;  the  payment  or  security  of  duties  ;  do 
not  terminate  a  voyage,  then  we  confess  our  ignorance  on  a  point,  which,  never 
having  been  before  questioned,  lias  been  assumed  by  us  as  an  acknowledged  truth. 
If  the  entry  for  exportation ;  the  embarkation  of  merchandize;  the  re-mspectioa 
of  the  custom-house  ;  the  bond  for  securing  a  delivery  in  a  foreign  country  ;  and 
a  public  clearance,  do  not  indicate  the  commencement  of  a  new  voyage^— then  we 
are  yet  to  learn  the  meaning  of  the  expression. 

"  But  these  embarrassments,  though  perplexing  and  vexatious,  are  not  those 
which  principally  occasion  our  solicitude  ;  we  are  compelled  to  consider  the  late 
decisions  of  the  British  tribunals  as  preliminary  steps  towards  a  system  0/ controlling 
the  importation^  and  exportations  of  colonial  productions,  and  thereby  ANNIHI- 
LATING THE  MOST  LUCRATIVE  BRANCHES  OF  OUR  COMMERCE, 
If  we  owed  this  trade  solely  to  the  favor  of  Great  Britain,  still  we  might  ask, 
what  urgent  motive,  what  imperious  necessity,  required  that  the  favor  should  be 
resum*^d  at  a  period  when  our  commerce  was  spread  over  fhe  ocean,  and  when  a 
change  so  essenflal  might  destroy  its  security,  and  subject  us  to  incalculable  losses. 
We  deny,  however,  that  the  rights  of  commerce,  as  claimed  by  us,  are  to  be 
deemed  favors  ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the  law  of  nations  is  other  than  a  temporary 
rule,  prescribed  by  an  arbitrary  will,  and  enforced  by  power ^  then  we  appeal  to  its 
most  universal  and  inviolable  principle  in  our  defence.  This  principle  is,  thait^hc 
goods  of  a  neutral^  consisting  of  articles  not  contraband  of  war,  in  a  neiUral  vessel^ 
employed  in  a  direct  trade  between  neutral  ctmntries  and  ports  of  a  belligerent 
towniry  not  invested  or  blockaded,  are  protected. 

"  Whatever  theoretical  opinion*  may  heretofore  have  been  advanced,  there  has 
existed  no  such  practical  rule,  [as  that  of  1756]  which,  under  the  unparalleled 
circumstances  of  the  present  war,  MUST  INFALLIBLY  DESTROY  THE 
COMMERCE  OF  THIS  COUNTRY. 

"  With  these  preliminary  facts  in  view,  we  request  permission  to  detail  some 
of  the  most  important  consequences  of  the  assumed  rule,  that  neutrals  may 
fee  restrained  in  time  of  war  to  their  accustomed  trade  in  time  of  peace.  The 
injuitice  of  such  a  rule,  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  will  be  most  manifest  ; 
the  individuals  employed  in  commerce  wouM  not  alone  be  affected :  Ati. 
tht  internal  relations  of  our  country  wovld  be  disturbed ;  the  interests  of 
those  districts  which  are  most  remote  frsm  oitr  principal  poris,  would,  ink, 
proportion  to  their  dependence  on  foreign  supplies,  be  most  severe^  depressed* 
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**  If  Great  Britain  permit9  commerce  between  her  subjects  and  the  colonies  of  her 
tncmies,  may  we  not,  with  the  consent  of  those  colonies,  participate  in  the  same 
commerce  r  If  our  commerce  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  may  now  be 
confined  to  the  system  established  in  time  of  peace,  may  we  not  apprehend  that 
the  principle  will  be  retaliated  in  respect  to  our  commerce  with  the  colonies  of 
Great  nritainP  In  that  case,  WHAT  CAN  ENSUE  BUT  WAR,  PILLAGE 
AND  DEVASTATION? 

•' The.se  are  not  imaginary  suppositions.  Tliey  iiluitrate  the  most  important 
principles  of  our  commerce.  Tney  evince  the  necessity  oi  a  circuitous  trade,  to 
enable  us  to  realize  the  great  value  of  exports  of  our  own  native  production.',  by 
which,  alone,  we  acquire  the  power  to  liquidate  the  balance  against  us.  in  our 
commerce  with  Great  Britain  :  they  demonstrate,  tliat  the  posiliun  ogcind  nkic'i 
7ve  contend,  is  nut  a  rule  of  the  Ian  of  notions.  THE  LAW  OF  NATIONS 
ORDAINS  NO  RULE,  WHICH  IS  UNEQU.AL  AND  UNJUST. 

♦*  It  is,  however,  with  much  surprise,  Iha    we   have   recently  discovered  that 

.the  very  circumstances  upon  which  our  hopes  of  security  were  reposed,  h.ivc  been 

•  urged  as  arguments  to  ju-tify  an  invasion  of  our  rights  ;    and  that  HAVING 

TOTALLY  SUPPRESSED  THE  EXTERNAL  COMMERCE    OF    HER 

ENEMIES,  GRE.AT  BRITAIN  IS  NOAV  COUNSELLED  TO  APPf  RO- 

PRIATE  TO  HERSELF  THAT  OF  HER  FRIENDS. 

*'  Surely  the  security  of  neutral  right?  ought  not  to  diminish,  as  their  value  is 
augmented.  Surely  a  maritime  prepouderaucy  which  enables  its  possessor  to 
blockade  any  of  the  ports  of  its  enemies,  conveys  no  just  title  to  a  monopoly  of 
the  commerce  of  the  world. 

"  In  the  list  of  our  complaiiits  we  cannot  forbear  to  enumerate  the  humiliating 
and  oppressive  conduct  of  ships  of  war  in  the  vicinity  of  our  coasts  and  harbors. 
We  respect  the  principle  and  emulate  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to 
her  own  jurisdiction  :  and  nt  msk  merely  to  claim  for  ourselves  the  same  measure 
Injustice,  nhich  she  exacts  from  others. 

"  This  view  of  the  subject,  while  it  excites  our  anxiety,  furnishes,  also,  a  re- 
source for  our  hopes.  We  wish  only  for  justice  :  and  believing  that  a  comrriercial 
oation  which  disregards  justice,  thereby  undermines  thecitddel  ofher  power  ;  we 
rely  on  the  effect  of  mutual  interests  and  wishes  in  promoting  a  cordial  explanation 
and  fair  adjustment  of  every  cpusi.  of  Jiiisunderstanding  ;  in  particular  ne  rely  on 
<he  government  of  orir  cowitry,  THAT  OUR  RIGHTS  W  ILL  NOT  BE 
ABANDONED,  and  that  NO  ARGUMENT  JN  FAVOR  OF  AN  USURP- 
ATION WILL  EVER  BE  DERiVED  FROM  OUR  ACQUIESCENCE. 

"  Your  memorialists  conclude  with  remarking,  that  they  deem  the  present 
situation  of  public  affairs  to  be  peculiarly  critical  and  perilous  ;  and  such  as  requires 
all  the  prudrnre,  the  ndsdom,  and  ike  energy  cf  the  government^  SUPPORTED 
BY  THE  CO-OPERATION  OF  ALL  GOOD  CITIZENS.  By  mutual  ex- 
ertions, under  the  benign  in6uence  of  Providence  upon  this  hitherto  favored  na- 
■•tion,  we  hope  the  clouds  which  tlireaten  to  obscure  its  prosperity  mav  be  dispelled. 
JLND  WE  PLEDGE  OUR  UNITED  SUPPORT  IN  FAVOR  OF  ALL  THE 
MEASURES  ADOPTED  TO  VINDICATE  AND  SECURE  THE  JUST 
RIGHTS  OF  OUR  COUNTRY. 

iVerB-FoM,  Z?ec.  28,  1805. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  merchants,  by 

John  Broome,  chairman,  Elisha  Coit, 

Oliver  Wolcott,  Jolin  B.  Murray, 

John  Franlflin,  Ijeffert  Lefferts, 

Isaac  Lawrence,  Samuel  A  Laurence, 

Thomas  Carpenter,  Jlobert  Lenox, 

John  Taylor,  John  Murray, 

Henry  J.  Wyckoff,  George  Griswold, 

George  M.  Wooisey,  Henry  Post, 

David  M.  Clarkson,  John  R.  Livingston, 

Goelet  Hoyt,  William  Henderson^ 

Daniel  Ludlosr,  Archibald  Gracie^ 
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Samuel  Russel, 

Benjamin  G.  Minium, 

Jsraes  A  id  en, 

Vr'iliiam  Bayard, 

"WilHaiD  Lovet, 

Guliau  Ludlow, 

I'dmond  Seaman, 

Eben.  Stevens, 

Janies  Maxwell, 

Rensselaer  Havens, 

Beiij.  Bailey, 

Peter  Shei  merhorn, 

Thomas  Farmer, 

William  W.  Woolsey, 

W.  Edgar, 

James  Scott, 

Wynaiit  V^an  Zandt, 

John  P.  Mumford, 

Charles  Wright, 

Charles  M'Evers,  juQ, 

Jolin  De  Peyster, 

John  Kane, 

J.  Ciason, 

John  Clendining, 

Wm.  Clarksoa, 

Wm.  Codman. 

John  B.  Cole;:, 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 
Extracts  from  the  Memonal  of  the  Merchants  of  Philadelphia. 

I  PROCEED  to  state  the  sentiments  of  the  merchants  of  the 
great  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  this  invasion  of  their  rights  and 
those  of  the  nation.  We  shall  see  that  they  felt  the  same  sense 
of  the  injustice  of  these  measures,  with  their  brethren  of  Boston 
and  New-York — made  the  same  strong  requisition  for  protection 
— and  gave  an  equal  pledge  of  full  support.  They  state  that  a 
submission  to  these  claims  of  Great  Britain,  "  -would  produce 
the  ruin  of  individuals — the  destruction  of  their  commerce — and 
the  degradation  of  tluir  country.'''' 

To  prevent  these  mighty  evils,  they  required  the  interference 
&r  the  government,  which,  at  their  requisition,  did  interfere. 
We  shall  see  the  results 

"  ui  jealotisy  of  our  enterprise  and  •prospt'i'iij^  has  excited  a  design  of  checkings 
fhe  commercial  growth  of  our  country,  the  fruit  of  which  has  been  an  attempt  to 
innovate  upon  ancient  and  approved  principles,  and  introduce  unheard  of  articlej 
and  provisions  into  the  code  of  public  law. 

*'  It  becomes  your  memorialists  to  state,  that  tlie  pressure  of  these  evils  h^q 
greatly  increased,  and  that  others,  of  even  superior  magnitude,  have  arisen,  which 
assume  a  most  alarming  and  distressing  form.  What  were  considered  as  irregular- 
ities, insusceptible  of  prevention,  have,  by  continuance  and  success,  strengthenedk 
into  regular  and  systematic  plunder.  AVhat  were  regarded  as  mischiefs  incident 
to  a  state  of  war,  temporary  though  not  remediless,  are  vindicated  upon  the 
ground  of  right ;  and  their  practice  is  reiterated  under  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment, and  receives  the  solemn  sanction  of  the  law, 

"  Ti^ey  moreover  foresee,  in  the  prevalence  of  the  principles,  and  the  continu- 
ance of  the  practices  alluded  to,  nothing  but  THE  RUIN  OF  INDIVIDUALS, 
THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THEIR  COMMERCE,  AND  THE  DEGRAj 
DATION  OF  THEIR  COUNTRY. 

"  Could  the  jodjrment,  or  even  the  charity  of  your  memorialists  see,  in  the  new 
doctrines  of  the  British  Court,  nothing  but  the  revival  and  enforcement  of  an 
sncieut  and  established  principle,  which  friendship  had  relaxed,  or  favor  permitteiir 
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to  slumber,  they  jritght  regret  the  departed  good,  but  could  impute  no  injustice  to 
the  hand  that  withdrew  it.  They  are  struck,  however,  with  the  novelty  of  these 
doctrines  ;  their  unequivocal  hostility  to  neutral  intekests  and  rights  ; 

THEIR    INCONSISTENCT    WITH    FORMER    DECLARATIONS    OK    THEIR     MINISTRY,      and 

decisions  of  their  courts  j  and  with  the  extraordinary  time  and  manner  of  their 
annunciation. 

*'  That  policy,  not  justice — that  interest,  not  fair  and  admitted  precedent,  have 
given  birth  to  the  principle,  that  neutrals  s'iould  be  restricted  to  the  same  com- 
merce with  a  belligereBt,  which  was  allowed  to  them  by  that  power  in  time  of 
peace,  is  conceived  by  your  memorialists  to  be  true.  Incompatible  with  the 
general  freedom  of  ncutial  commerce,  this  rule  has  the  sanction  of  no  common 
observance  by  civilized  nation?,  and  cannot  bear  that  faitliful  te«;t  which  every  fair 
and  righteous  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  will  abide. 

*'Tlie  effect  of  this  novel  principle  upon  neutral  interests  i?  of  the  most  serious 
and  al.'.rming  character.  IT  GOES  TO  NOTHIIsG  SIKJRT  OF  THE  DE- 
STRUCTION OF  JSEUTRAL  COMMERCE  ;  and  from  the  well  known 
jieutral  situation  and   character  of  the  United  States,    to  nothing  short  of 

INFLICTING  A  MOST  DEEP  AND  DEADLT  WOUND  VION  THEIR  TRADE. 

**  But  your  memorialists  cannot  but  consider,  that  this  principle  has  not  the 
■•■fight  of  a  consistent  and  uniform  support  by  the  government  which  profeisses  to 
uphold  it.  In  1801,  the  declarations  of  its  ministry  and  tlie  decisions  of  its  courts, 
vtcre,  unequivocally,  *'  that  the  produce  of  the  colonies  of  the  enemy  may  be 
imported  by  a  neutral  into  his  own  country,  and  be  re-expcrted  from  thence, 
rven  to  the  moiher  countiy  of  such  colony  i"  and  also,  "  that  landing  the  goods 
and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neutral  country,  breaks  the  continuity  of  the  voyage, 
and  is  such  an  importation  as  legalises  the  trade,  although  the  good's  be  re-shipped 
5n  the  same  vessels,  and  on  account  of  Ihe  same  neutral  proprietors,  and  forwarded 
for  sale  to  the  mother  country."  In  1805,  it  is  decided,  that  landing  and  paying 
the  duties  does  not  breat  the  continuity  of  the  voyage  ;  and  that  tiie  course  of 
trade  pointed  out  to  the  neutral,  four  years  before,  as  legal  and  safe,  is  now  unsat- 
isfactory to  the  belligerent,  and  ATTENDED  INFALLIBLY  WITH  CON- 
FISCATION. What  clear  and  immutable  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  can 
that  be,  your  memorialists  would  ask,  which  is  supported  by  the  high  court  of 
admiralty,  and  avowed  by  the  ministjy  in  1801,  and  which  is  prostrated  by  the 
minii'try  and  the  high  court  of  appeals  in  iS05  ?     Such  a  pkinciple  must  lb 

CONSIDERED  AS  RATHER  PARTAKING  OF  THE  SHIFTING  CHARACTER  OF  CONVENIENCE, 
THAN  OF  THAT  OF  PERMANENT  RIGHT  AND  ESTABLISHED  LVW. 

"  The  time  and  raancer  of  aunouncing  it  accord  with  the  principle  itself.  At 
a  moment  when  mercantile  enterprise,  confiding  in  the  explanations  on  this  point 
given  by  the  British  ministry  to  our  amhasL-ador,  was  strained  to  the  utmost,  a 
new  decision  of  the  court  of  aT>peais  is  announced,  and  EVERY  SAIL  IS 
STRETCHED  TO  COLLECT  THE  UNWARV  AMERICANS.  WHO  ARE 
UNSUSPECTINGLY  CONFIDING  IN  U  HAT  WAS  THE  LAW  OP  NA- 
TIONS. 

"  In  the  principles  they  liave  here  submitted  to  your  consideration,  they  feel 
all  the  conSdeuce  of  justice,  and  all  the  tenacity  of  truth.  TO  SURRENDER 
THEM,  THEY  CONCEIVE,  W^OULD  DEROGATE  FROM  THE  NA- 
TIONAL CHARACTER  AND  INDEPENDENCE  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES.  FROM  THE  JUSTICE  OF  GOVERNMENT  THEY  HOPE 
FOR  THEIR  AV^OWAL  •,  FROM  THE  SPIRIT  OF  GOVERNMENT 
THEY  HOPE  FOR  THEIR  DEFENCE  ;  AND  FROM  THE  BLESSINGS 
OF  EEAVEN  THEY  HOPE  FOR  THEIR  ESTABLISHMENT. 

*' As  citizens,  they  claim  protection  ;  and  tliey  conceive  that  the  claim  is 
enforced  by  the  consideration,  that  from  their  industry  and  enterpris^e  is  collected 
a  revenue  which  no  nation  has  been  able  to  equal,  without  a  correspondent  expense 
for  t!;e  protection  of  t!ie  means. 

"  Te  preserve  peace  with  all  nations,  is  admitted,  without  reserve,  to  be  botU 
the  interest  and  the  policy  of  the  United  States,  They  therefore  presume  to  sug- 
gest that  every  measure,  not  inconsistent  with  the  honor  of  the  nation, 
by  which  the  great  objects  •f  redress  and  sorturity  way  be  attained,  should  fegt  be 
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caed  IF  SUCH  MEASURES  PROVE  INEFFECTUAL,  WHATEVER 
MAV  BE  THE  SACRIFICE  ON  THEIR  PART,  IT  WILL  BE  MET 
wItH  submission.  But  whatever  measures  may  be  pursued  by  their 
goveromeut,  your  memorialists  express  the  firmest  faith,  that  every  caution  mil 
be  used  to  preserve  private  property  and  mercantile  credit  from  violation." 

Thos.  Fitzsimons,  chairmaoi 

John  Craig,  Abraham  Kintziog^ 

W,  Sims,  Philip  Nicklin,     ' 

Robert  Ralston,  Thomas  Allibone, 

James  Yard,  George  Latimer, 

Jacob  Gerard  Kocb»  Chandler  Price, 

Thomas  W.  Francis,  L.  Clapier, 

Thomas  English,  Daniel  W.  Coxe, 

Joseph  S,  Lewis,  Robert  Wain, 

William  Montgomery,  Manuel  Eyre, 

R.  E.  Hobart,  s&i 

The  preceding  list  embraces  decided  men  of  both  the  hostile 
parties,  and  of  various  nations — Americans,  English,  Iris^ 
French,  and  Dutch, 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Extracts  from  the  Baltimore  Memorial, 
The  memorial  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  is  more  t^fftrse 
and  argumentative  than  any  of  the  preceding.  U  is  a  most 
masterly  composition,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  complete  and 
unanswerable  defence  of  neutral  rights  against  belligerent  pre- 
tensions and  encroachments.  Its  maxims  ought  to  be  committed 
to  memory  by  every  statesman,  in  all  countries  ^boee  interest 
it  is  to  preserve  a  neutral  situation. 

"It  rvould  not  be  desired,  that  the  state  of  things  \?hich  ftreat  Britain  had 
herself  prescribed,  and  which  use  and  habit  had  rendered  familiar  and  intelligible 
to  all,  should  be  disturbed  by  oppressive  innovations  ;  far  less  that  these  inno- 
vations should,  by  raps  a  tyrannical  reirofpedion,  be  made  to  jubtify  [J^  Iht 
seisure  and  covfiscation  of  their  proptrtyj  committed  to  the  high  aeas.  unu*ir  the 
protection  of  the  existing  rule,  and  JO*  iviihoul  warning  of  the  intended  change. 
In  this  their  just  hope,  your  memorialists  have  been  fatally  disappointed. 
[Tp  THEIR  VESSELS  AND  EFFECTS,  TO  A  LARGE  \MOUNT, 
HAVE  LATELY  BEEN  CAPTURED  BY  THE  COMMISSIONED 
CRUISERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  upon  the  foundation  of  {rp  NEW 
PRINCIPLES,  SUDDENLY  INVENTED,  and  applied  toihis  habiib?!  trafiBcj 
>and  suggested  and  promulgated,  for  the  first  time,  by  sentences  of  eondemnatien  ; 
by  which  rrj^  unavoidable  ignorance  has  been  comidered  as  criminal,  and  AJf 
HONOURABLE  CONFIDENCE  IN  THE  JUSTICE  OF  k  FRIENDLY 
NATION,  PURSUED  WITH  PENALTY  AND  FORFEITURE. 

•'  Your  memorialists  are  in  no  situation  to  state  the  precise  nature  of  the  rulci 
tQ  which  their  most  important  interests  have  been  thus  sacri6ced  :  and  it  is  not 
the  least  of  their  complaints  against  them,  that  rt5»  ihey  are  undefned  and  uji" 
definable  ■  equivocal  in  thdrform,  and  the  fit  instrnm6nis(if(fprmi(m,  hyr% 
iff  t^T  ambiguitr/, 

I    a 
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"  Your  memorialists  will  not  here  stop  to  enquire  upon  wbat  ground  of  law  of 
reason  the  same  act  is  held  to  be  legal,  when  commenced  with  one  intention,  and 
illegal  when  undertaken  with  anotlier.  But  they  object,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
against  this  new  criterion  of  legality,  because  of  its  inevitable  tendency  to  injus- 
tice ,  because  oi  {J^  it^  peciilinr  capacity  to  embarrass  nith  -seizure,  and  rxdn 
ivith  co7ifi,scation,  the  jvhole  of  our  trade  nith  Europe  in  the  surplus  of  our  colo- 
nial importations. 

_  "  If  the  consequences  to  that  traffic  were  not  intended  to  be  serious,  and  exten- 
sive, and  permanenl,  your  memorialists  search  in  vain  for  a  motive,  by  whicli  a 
state,  iii  amity  witti  our  own,  and  moreover  connected  witii  it  by  tiie  ties  of  com- 
ipoj  iatere<t.  to  which  many  considerations  seem  to  give  peculiar  strength, 
g;^  >ias  been  induced  ty  iniulg",  in  a  paroxysm  of  capricious  aggression  upon 
On  rights^  by  which  it  dishonours  itself  rvithout  promoting  any  of  those  great 
inter  est. =!  for  nhich  nn  enlightened  n:ition  miy  fairly  be  soli4:itous,  and  which  only 
a  steady  regard  to  just'c^  can  ultimite'y  secure.  When  we  see  a  powerful  state, 
in  posse?!j!on  of  a  comtnerce,  of  wuich  the  world  affords  no  examples,  (J^  endea>- 
vouring  to  interpolate  inio  the  lawi<  of  nations  casuistical  niceties  ana  wayward 
didinctions,  which  forbid  a  citizen  of  another  independent  commercial  country  to 
eaport  from  that  country  wlait  unquestionably  belongs  to  him,  only  because  he  im- 
ported it  himself,  and  yet  allow  liim  to  sell  a  riglit  of  exporting  it  ta  another, 
which  prohibit  an  end,  because  it  arises  out  of  one  intention,  but  permit  it  when 
it  arises  out  of  two  ; — which,  dividing  an  act  into  stages,  search  into  the  mhid  for 
a  correspondent  division  of  it  in  the  contemplation  of  its  author,  and  determine 
its  innocence  or  criminality  accordingly  ;  wliich,  not  denying  that  the  propei-ty 
acquired  in  an  authorized  traffic  by  neutral  nations  from  belligerents,  may  become 
incorporated  into  the  national  stock,  and.  under  the  shelter  of  its  neutral  charac- 
tef,  thus  superinduced,  and  still  preserved,  be  afterwards  transported  to  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  reject  the  only  epoch,  which  can  distinctly  mark  the  incor- 
poration, and  point  out  none  other  in  its  place  ; — whic'i,  proposing  to  ftx  with 
accuracy  and  precision,  the  line  of  demarcation,  beyond  which  neutrals  are 
trespassers  upon  the  wide  domain  of  beliigereat  rights,  involve  evtry  thing  in 
darlness  and  confu'ioa  ;  ^^^  t/iere  can  b«  bvi  one  opinion  as  to  the  purpose  which 
mil  this  is  to  accomplish. 

QTja  »'  For  the  loss  and  damage  which  capture  brings  along  nith  it,  British 
nouns  of  prize  grunt  7io  adiquate  indemnity.  Redress  to  any  extent  is  difficult — 
to  a  competent  extent  impossible.  And  even  the  costs  whicli  an  iniquitous  seiz> 
ure  compels  a  neutral  merchant  to  incur,  in  the  defence  of  liis  violated  rights,  be- 
Fore  their  own  tribunals,  are  seldom  decreed,  and  never  paid. 
■  "  The  reasons  upon  which  Great  Britain  assumes  to  herself  a  right  to  interdict 
to  the  indepetident  nations  of  the  earth,  a  commercial  intercourse  with  the  colo- 
hies  of  her  encujics  (out  of  the  relaxation  of  which  pretended  right  has  arisen  th$ 
ii?tinc*i<)n  in  her  courts,  between  the  American  trade  from  the  colonies  to  the 
t?nited  State.'*,  and  from  the  same  colonies  to  Europe,)  wilL  we  are  confidently 
persnuled  PE  REPELLED  WITH  FIRMNESS  AND  EFFECT  BY  OU^ 
€OVERN]\IF.NT. 

"  Sheforbid'i  us  from  transporting  in  our  vessels,  as  in  peace  we  cotild,  the  pr<r- 
perfy  ^f  kc'  enemies  ;  enforces  against  ms  a  ri ■porous  list  of  contraband  ;  dams  up 
the  great  channels  of  our  ordinary  trade  ;  abridges,  trammtls,  ami  obstructs  what 
ihe  perfnifs  us  to  prosecute  ;  and  then  refers  us  to  our  accuUomed  traffic  in  time  of 
pttycf'ffY  iht  criterion  qf  our  commercial  rights^  IN  ORDER  TO  JUSTIFY 
TiiB  CQNSU.MMATION  OF  THAT  RUiN,  WITH  WHICH  OUR  LAW- 
FUL  COMMERCE  IS  MENACED  BY  HER  MAXIMS  AND  HER 
CONDUCT. 

"  This  principle,  therefore,  cannot  be  a  sound  one.  It  wants  unifonnity  and 
con.?istency  :  h  partial,  uneqsal,  and  delusive.  It  makes  eveiy  filing  bend  to  the 
rigjits  of  war,  wliile  it  affects  to  look  back  to,  and  to  recognize,  the  state  of  things 
in  peace,  as  the  foundation  and  the  mea.'ure  of  the  rights  of  neutrals.  Profess- 
ing to  respect  t!ie  established  and  habitual  trade  of  the  nntiqnsat  peace,  it  af- 
fords no  i'lidow  of  itccurity  for  any  part  of  it.  Professing  to  be  an  equitable 
itaydard  f«j  the  ascertainment  of  neutral  riglits,  it  deprives  th^»  of  all  body  ^ 
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substance,  aud  leaves  t1)em  only  a  plausible  and  unreal  appearance  of  magnitude 
and  importance.  It  delivers  them  over,  in  a  word,  to  the  mercy  of  tlie  states  at 
war,  as  objects  of  legitimate  hostility  ;  and  while  it  seems  to  define,  does  iu  fact 
extiueuish  them.  Such  is  the  faithful  picture  of  tlie  tlieory  and  practical  opera- 
tions of  this  doctrine. 

"  The  pernicious  qualities  of  this  doctrine  are  enhanced  and  aggravated,  as 
from  its  nature  might  be  expected,  bv  the  fact  that  {Tp  GRE/^T  BRITAIN 
GIVES  NO  NOTICE  OF  THE  TIME  WHt..*,  OR  THE  CIRCUM- 
STANCES IN  WHICH,  SHE  MEANS  TO  APPLY,  AND  ENFORCE 
IT.  Her  orders  of  the  6th  November,  1793,  by  wliich  the  seas  wore  svvept  of 
our  vessels  and  effects,  nere^for  thejir^t  time,  announced  by  the  skips  of  roar,  onl 
privateers,  by  which  they  were  carried  into  execution. 

"  The  late  decisions  of  her  courts,  wliich  are  in  the  trje  spirit  of  thi;-  doctrine, 
and  are  calculated  to  restore  it  in  practice,  to  that  high  tone  of  severity,  wkicli 
milder  decisions  had  almost  concealed  from  the  world,  came  upon  us  by  surprise ; 
and  the  captures,  of  which  the  Dtitcii  complained,  in  t!ie  seven  years'  war,  were 
preceded  by  no  warning.  THUS  IS  THIS  PRINCIPLE  MOST  RAPA- 
CIOUS ANB  OPPRESSIVE  IN  ALL  ITS  BEARINGS.  Harsh  and  myste- 
rious in  itself,  it  has  always  been,  and  ever  must  be,  u-ed  to  betray  neutral 
merchants  into  a  trade,  supposed  to  be  lawful,  and  then  to  give  them  up  to  pil- 
lage, and  to  ruin. 

"  But  there  can  be  no  security  r^^  while  a  malignant  and  deceitful  principle 
Uke  this  hangs  over  us.  It  is  just  what  the  belligerent  chooses  to  make  it, 
lurking,  unneen,  aid  unfelt,  or  visible,  active,  and  noxious.  It  may  come  abroad 
when  least  expected  :  and  the  moment  of  confidence  may  be  the  moment  of  des- 
truction. 

It  may  sleep  for  a  time  ;  but  no  inan  ktton^s  when  it  is  to  awake,  to  shed  its 
balfful  infiuenie  upon  the  commerce  of  the  world.  It  clothes  itself,  from  seasoa 
to  season,  in  what  may  be  cailed  relaxations  ;  but  again,  without  any  previous 
intimation  to  the  deluded  citizens  of  the  neutral  powers,  these  relaxations  are 
suddenly  laid  aside,  either  in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  ajid  the  work  of  confiscaiion 
commences.  Nearly  ten  months  of  the  late  war  had  elapsed  before  it  announced 
itself  at  all :  and,  when  it  did  so,  it  was  in  its  most  formidahle  shape,  and  m  its 
fullest  po^er  and  expansion. 

"  Your  memorialists  feel  themselves  l>ound  to  state  that,  according  to  authen- 
tic information  lately  received,  the  government  of  Great  Britain  does,  at  this 
moment,  grant  licr-.nses  io  neutral  vessels  taking  in  a  p^'oportion  of  their  cargoes 
there,  toproceid  on  trading  voyages  to  the  colonies  of  Spain,  fror/i,  which  she  wonld 
exclude  us  ;  upon  the  condiiion,  th'tt  the  return  cargoes  shall  be  carried  to  Great 
Britain,  to  swell  the  gains  'f  her  merchants,  and  16  give  her  a  mo-mypoly  of  the 
commerce  of  the  "i-jrld.  This  great  belligerent  right,  then,  upon  which  so  much 
has  been  snppof^ed  to  depend,  sitiks  into  an  article  ofbarier.  It  is  used,  not  as 
a  hostile  in'sirGnient  wielded  oy  a  warlike  state,  by  which  her  enemies  are  to  be 
Tvounded,  or  their  colonies  subdued,  but  as  the  selfish  means  of  commercial 
aggrandisement,  for  the  impoveriihme.rd  and  ruin  of  her  friends  ;  as  an  engine 
by  which  Great  Britain  is  to  be  lifted  up  to  a  vai?t  height  of  prosperity,  and 
the  trade  of  neutrals  crippled,  and  crushed,  and  destroyed.  Such  acts  are  a  most 
intelligible  commentary  upon  the  principle  in  question.  They  shew  that  it 
is  a  hollow  and  falladius  principle^  susceptible  of  the  worst  abuse,  and  incapable 
of  a  juit  and  iionourable  application.  They  shew  that,  in  the  hands  of  a  great 
maritime  state,  it  is  not,  in  its  ostensible  character  of  a  weapon  of  hostility,  that 
it  is  priced  ;  but  rather  as  one  of  the  means  qf  establishing  an  unbounded  mono- 
poly, by  which  every  enterprize  calculated  to  promote  national  wealth  and 
po  iver,  shall  be  made  to  begin  and  end  in  Great  Britain  alone.  Such  acts  may 
•well  be  considered  as  pronouncing  the  condemnation  of  the  principle  against 
which  we  contend,  as  withdrawing  from  it  the  only  pretext,  upon  which  it  is 
possible  to  rest  it. — Great  Britain  does  not  pretend  that  this  principle  hag  any 
waireut  in  the  opinion  of  writers  on  public  law.  Siie  does  not  pretend,",  and 
cannot  pretend,  that  it  deriTss  any  countenance  from  the  conduct  of  ether 
naiioiig.    Sh/^  is  ccrfm^ylji  ssliturji  hi  ih^  usi  of  this  invmdim  b^  which  fiAPA* 
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CITY  IS  SYSTEMATIZED,  and  A  STATE  OF  NEUTRALITY  AND 
WAR  ARE  MADE  SUBSTANTIALLY  THE  SAME  In  t bis  absence  of 
kill  otber  authority,  her  courts  have  made  an  appeal  to  her  own  early  example, 
lor  the  justiHcation  of  her  own  recent  practice.  Vour  memorialists  join  in  tliat 
appeal  as  alibrdiiig  the  most  conclusive  and  authoritative  reprobation  of  the 
practice,  which  it  is  intended  to  nipport  by  it. 

''  rr^  rUe  solemn  renunciation  of  the  principle  in  (juestion,  in  the  face  of 
the  w.iole  world,  by  her  highest  tribunal  in  matter?  of  prize,  reiterated  in  a  suc- 
cession of  decrees,  down  to  tlie  year  I7iit),  and  afterw  ards,  is  powerfully  connrni- 
ed  by  the  acquiescence  of  Great  Bitain,  dui  in?  the  first,  moi.t  important,  and 
active  period  of  the  late  war,  in  the  free  and  unlimited  prosecution,  by  neutrals, 
of  the  whole  colony  trade  of  France.  She  did  indeed,  at  la.st,  prohibit  that 
trade,  by  an  uistruction,  Q^  UNPRECEDENTED  IN  THE  ANN  ALS  OF 
MARITIME  DEPREDaiIONS  ;  but  the  revival  of  her  discarded  rule,  wa« 
char2cterii<ed  with  such  circuia'tances  of  iniquity  and  violence,  as  rather  to 
heigljten,  by  the  effect  of  contrast,  the  veneration  of  mankind  for  the  past  justice 
of  her  tribunals.  The  world  has  not  forgotten  the  instruction  to  which  we 
allude,  oi-  the  enormities  by  which  its  true  character  was  developed.  Produced 
in  mystiry,  at  a  moment  when  universal  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  her  gov- 
ernment had  brought  upon  the  ocean,  a  prey  of  vast  value  and  importance ;  sent 
abroad  to  the  different  naval  stations  with  5uch  studied  secrecy  that  it  would 
almo't  seem  to  liave  been  intended  to  make  an  ejcperimer.t,  [r>»HOWFAR 
LAW  AND  «0N()1:R  C0UI>D  BE  OUTRAGED  BY  A  RATION  PRO- 
VERBIAL  FOR  RESPECTING  BOTH-the  hera'.ds  by  whom  it  was  first 
nunounced  were  the  comn)ander3  of  her  commissioned  cruisers,  who  at  the  same 
instant  cirried  if  into  effect,  with  evtry  ci'cumstance  of  aggravation,  if,  of  such 
nn  act,  theiecan  be  an  agojavation.  Upr/n  sjich  conduct  there  was  but  one 
f^entiment.  It  was  condemn'd  by  reason  and  justice.  It  was  condemned  by  that 
law  which  flows  from,  and  is  founded  upon  them.  IT  WAS  CO.NDE.MNED 
AND  AV'ILL,  FOREVER  CONTINUE  TO  BE  CONDEMNED  BY  THE 
CNiVERSAL  VOICE  OF  THE  CIVILIZED  WORLD." 

Thomas  Tenant,  Henry  Payson,  Benj.  Williams, 

John  Donnel,  William  Wilson^  Wm.  Lorman, 

Luke  Tiernan,  T.  Swan,  Wm.  Taylor, 

Thos.  Hollingsworth,        Joseph  Steret,  Robert  Gilmor, 

George  Stiles,  Steuart  Brown,  James  Calhoun, 

J,  A.'^Buchanan,  John  Collins,  Samuel  Sterct, 

Alexr.  M'Kim.  David  Stewart,  Hugh  Thompson, 

iVm.  Patterson,  Mark  Pringle,  Samuel  Taylor, 

John  Sherlock,  John  Strieker. 

Ballimort,  Jan.  21,  ISOfl. 

This  list,  like  that  signed  to  the  Philadelphia  memorial,, 
embraces  federalists  and  democrats  inUibcriminately — as  well 
as  citizens  of  various  nations. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Newhaven.  Decisive  call  for  resistance,  Unlitnited  pledge  of  sup- 
port.— Extracts  from  Memorial  of  Merchants  of  Ncwburyport. 
Reliance  on  wisdom,  firmness  ayid  justice  of  the  government. 

Extracts  from  the  Memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Ntwhavtn. 
"  Your  memorialists  cannot  behold,  without  surprise  and  regret,  [n/='a 
povxrful  and  ^spectabU  nation^  bindirig  the  principles  of  thi  common  iajfi 
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of  nations,  to  answer  political  purposes,  and  introducing  a  versalile  poUcij 
into  the  solemn  adjudications  of  her  courts.  [JJ^WE  HOLD  IT  TO  BE 
EXTREMELY  IMPORTANT  THAT  ALL  NATIONS  FHOULD 
COMBINE  AGAINST  SUCH  ir?trOYAT10NS  UPON  THEIR 
RIGHTS  ;  and  !XJ^ in  particular  that  the  United  Stales,  ichose  geograph- 
ical position  gives  them  the  best  chance  of  maintaining  neutrality,  during 
xvars  in  Europe,  SHOULD  FIRMLY  RESL-fT  EYERY  EN- 
CROACHMENT UPON  THE  RIGHTS  OF  NEUTRAL  COM- 
MERCE. 

"  With  these  impressions  of  tlie  necessity  cf  ■J^7neasuresfor  deffnding 
cur  commercial  rights,  which  shaU  be  firm,  but  temperate — and  bold,  yet 
marked  with  a  spirit  of  conGiiiatioii,  your  memorialists  cordially  unite 
with  their  fellow-citizens  of  other  commercial  towns,  in  expressing  their 
sentiments  freely  to  the  legislative  and  executive  authorities  of  their 
countrv  ;  with  aFsuranccn  of  their  disposition  TO  GIYE  AID  AND 
SUPPORT  TO  EVERY  MEASURE^OF  GOVERNMENT  CAL 
CULATED  TO  ACCOMPLISH  THIS  IMPORTANT  OBJECT .»' 

Signed  by  order, 

HENRY  DAGGET, 

President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
JSewhaven,  Feb.  T,  1806. 

'Extracts  from  ike  Memorial  of  the  Merchants  of  Newhurypori. 

*'  In  many  cases  our  vessels  and  cargoes  have  been  captured,  tried  and 
condemned  in  courts  of  law,  under  unusual  and  alarming  pretences,  which, 
'if  permuted  to  continue,  THREATEN  THE  RUIN  OF  OUH  COM- 
MERCIAL INTERESTS. 

*'  So  far  from  obtaining  redress  of  our  grievances  by  the  ordinary  modes 
end  processes  of  law,  ut  have  in  most  cases  been  subject  to  heavy  costs,  and 
suffered  embarrassing  and  distressing  detention  cf  property,  even  where  no 
pr  ettnce  could  be  found  to  authorize  the  seizure  of  it. 

"  Having  sustained  these  losses  and  injuries  in  the  presecution  of  our 
laivfal  commerce,  and  in  the  eocercise  of  our  just  rights,  we  rely  Avith  confi- 
deflce  on  the  loisdom,  firmness,  and  justice  cf  our  government,  io  obtain 
for  us  that  compensation,  and  to  grant  to  \is  that  ^protection,  which  A  RE- 
GARD TO  THE  HONOR  OF  OUR  COUNTRY,  no  less  than  the 
rights  of  our  citizens  must  dictate  and  require. 

Ebenezer  Stocker,  "William  Bartlett, 

Stephen  Howard,  Moses  Howard, 

Edward  Tappan,  William  Faris, 

John  Pearson, 
Neuburyport,  Dec.  180?. 

The  same  outrages  having  been  experienced  by  the  citizens 
of  jS^evvhaven  and  Newbuiyport  as  elsewhere,  we  of  course  find 
the  same  style  of  complaint — the  same  call  for  redress — the  same 
pledge  of  support — in  one  case  explicit!  v  expressed,  in  the  other 
linequivocally  implied. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Salem  memorial.  Sound  reasoning,  Britain  carries  on  a  corn- 
merce  mith  her  enemy  which  she  declares  illegal  in  a  neutral. 
Most  solann  pledge  of  support. 

JElxlrads  from  the  Memorial  of  the  Inhah  Hants  of  the  toicn  of  Salem,  Mais. 

"  On  ordinary  occasions  they  have  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  apply 
for  redress  of  grievances  to  the  government  of  their  country,  confiding 
in  the  rectitude  and  wisdom  of  its  councils  ;  and  tiiough  their  confidence 
in  this  respect  is  undiminished,  yet  as  questions  of  national  moment  are 
now  agitated,  and  aggressions  committed  on  our  commerce  in  a  manner 
unprecedented,  they  deem  it  their  duty  to  approach  the  constituted  au- 
thorities, and  express  their  sentiments  with  fidelity  and  deliberation. 

*'  tt?"  They  have  xoiinesstd  with  unhesitating  approbation  the  disposition 
to  neutrality^  patronized  by  thf.  general  government,  at  times  when  national 
wrongs  have  been  pressed  with  peculiar  aggravations,  and  scented  to  point 
to  summary  redress.  Firmness  and  moderation  have  happily  secured 
all  the  advantages  of  successful  war,  and  the  sober  appeal  of  reason  car- 
ried conviction  to  foreign  nations. 

"  Your  memorialists,  however,  have  witnessed,  with  deep  regret,  and 
deep  anxiety,  that  to  some  of  their  tribunals  they  can  no  longer  appeal 
for  safety.  [J^  New  interpretations  of  old  rules,  and  new  glosses  on 
ancient  doctrine,  have  been  arrayed  to  coniroul  the  circuit  of  neutral  com- 
incite,  and  restrain,  if  not  annihilate,  its  most  beneficial  operations.  Their 
surprize  has  been  the  greater,  because  the  nation  who  has  adopted  them, 
is  one  from  xchom  xce  had  a  right  to  expect  the  tnost  conciliatory  conduct ; 
since  with  her  ultimately  centre  the  j/roceaUs  of  our  commerce.,  and frojn 
her  we  purchase  the  greatest  portion  of  her  stufle  manufactures. 

"  The  interests  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  seem  in  this 
respect  mutual.  We  consume  the  products  of  her  industry  ;  and  give 
her,  in  return,  besides  large  sums  of  money,  raw  materials  by  lohich 
she  may  levy  new  contributions.  Similarity  of  manners  and  habits,  of 
language  and  education,  have  added  artificial  inducements  for  inter- 
course, and  gained  for  iier  among  us  a  respect  not  slightly  to  be 
wewed,  or  inconsiderately  forfeited.  On  all  occasions  the  United  States 
have  exhibited  towards  her  an  amicable  interest^  and  a  just,  it  may  be  added 
a  generous  policy.  If,  therefore,  we  had  favors  to  ask  or  receive,  our 
claims  have  been  peculiarly  strong  upon  her ;  because  we  have  been  em- 
phatically the  sinews  of  her  opulence.  But  it  is  believed  that  the  Uni- 
ted States^  never  asked  of  any  nation  more  than  justice,  and  are  willing, 
to  be  bound  by  the  established  rules  of  commerce.  Your  memorialists 
therefore  express  deep  regret,  because  a  confidence  has  been  shaken 
which  may  not  easily  be  restored  ;  and  deep  anxiety,  because  the  princi- 
ples alluded  to,  if  conceded,  MUST  EVENTUALLY  PROSTRATE- 
OUR  TRADE,  OR  LEAVE  IT  AT  THE  ARBITRARY  DIS- 
CRETION OF  BELLIGERENTS.  Whether  peace  or  w-ar  prevail, 
the  baneful  influence  will  every  where  be  felt ;  and  in  the  latter  predica- 
naent,  w^e  shall,  as  neutrals,  share*the  mischiefs  of  it  without  the  chances 
oi  benefit. 
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**The  principle,  recently  established  by  Great  Britain,  is,  as  your 
memorialists  understand  it,  that  it  is  not  cojiipeteiit  foi-  a  neutral  to  car- 
ry on  in  war,  any  trade,  which  he  is  not  aGcustomcd  to  do  in  neace  ; 
and  that  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  ettect  that  in  a  orcuitous,  Which  is 
inhibited  in  a  direct  trade:  as  corollaries  frora  this  priiicipl.',  she  insists 
that  the  colonial  trade  exercised  by  neutrals,  shall  ivA  extend  be>oml 
the  accastoraed  peace  establishment  ;  and  that  whenever  the  neutral  im- 
ports into  his  own  country  colonial  produce  with  the  inleniion  to  tran- 
ship it  to  the  mother  country,  if  a  direct  intercourse  he  inleidicted  in 
peace  the  circuity  of  the  route  shall  not  protect  the  property  from  con- 
fiscation. It  seems  admitted  that  ?uch  circ?iUous  route,  with  suj.h  inten- 
tentiou,  is  not  considered  as  evidence  of  ruemy's  property,  c.nfif-cable 
within  ordinary  rules  ;  but  as  a  distinct,  substaniiul,  and  condeiunPtory 
principle,  independent  both  in  etfiracy  and  application.  For  it  yields 
not  to  the  most  clear  proof  of  neutral  property,  or  innocent  though  mis- 
directed conduct.  The  unaccustomed  trade,  ^r  the  impoi  totion  with 
specific  inieniions,  are  the  tests  by  which  every  voyage  is  to  be  trif  d. 

^^  In  another  view  the  rule  appears  to  your  inemoi  ia'ists  not  les^  on- 
tenable  and  unjust.  It  is  stated,  as  a  j}art  of  it,  that  if  colonial  pr-^di'.ce 
be  imported  by  any  person  with  an  intertiun  to  transhir}  it  on  his  own 
account  to  the  mother  country,  it  is  subject  to  confiscation.  But  if  im- 
ported for  the  purpose  of  general  commerce,  and  thiown  into  the  market 
for  general  transhipment,  it  is  within  the  exception.  T  >  distin;z:uisb  be- 
tween general  and  parliciilar  inieniions,  and  to  seperate  thii:«:«  so  subtle 
in  their  own  natures,  and  almost  incapable  of  proof,  for  tr-e  purposes  of 
national  decisions,  seems  a  refinement  reserved  for  the  present  aj^e.  The 
foundation  of  this  modern  doctrine  is  laid  in  this  principle  tlsat  the  neu- 
tral has  no  right,  by  an  extension  of  his  trade,  to  afford  "jupplies  to  the 
belligerent  to  ward  off  the  blows  of  his  enemy,  a;id  to  cpjjoVe  for  a  lon- 
ger period  the  dominion  of  his  force.  But  to  this  your  meiuorialists 
deem  it  a  conclusive  answer,  that  the  proposition  proves  too  much  ;  that, 
if  true,  it  is  a  foundation  for  a  fa.  more  broad  and  sweeping  principle  ; 
that  every  commerce  with  the  belligerent  is  inhibited  to  neutrals;  for 
every  commerce  assists  him  in  resistance,  and  diminishes  his  necei^sities. 
A  doctrine  thus  comprehensive,  has  never  yet  been  avowed,  and  it  is 
presumed  never  will  be.  Yet  such  must  be  the  logical  conclusion  ;  and 
it  shews  irresistibly  the  absurdity  of  the  assumed  pre  nises. 

"  The  accustomed,  as  well  as  the  unaccustomed  trade  is  within  th« 
terms,  and  must  stand  or  fall  together.  Either  the  doctrine  is  unsound. 
AND  AFSUMED  AS  A  MERE  PRETEXT  FOR  PilEDATORiT 
SEIZURES  ;  or  neutrals  have  no  rights  as  «uch  ;  and  must  endure  the 
calamities  inflicted  by  belligerents  in  a  contest  in  which  tliey  have  nd 
voice,  and  in  which  t^jey  can  reap  only  injury. 

"  Other  considerations  add  force  to  the  preceding  remarks.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  time  of  war  neutrals  cannot  carryffn  even  their  accustom- 
ed trade  in  its  full  extent.  They  are  prohibited  from  trading  hi  contra- 
band goods,  and  to  blockaded  ports.  Variations  necessarily  arise  in  the 
relations  of  the  hostile  pow'ers,  which  the  neutral  ought  to  possess  a 
•right  to  turn  to  his  profit,  as  an  indemnity  for  the  obstructions  of  his  old 
trade.  These  (obstructions  a  e  of  a  very  serious  nature.  When  exercia* 
cd  in  the  mildest  form,  they  produce  OPPRESSITE  SEARCHES 
AND  DELAYS,  EXPENSIVE  LITIGATION,  AND  OFTEN  A 
TOTAL  f  AITURE  OF  AN  OTHERWISE  LUCRATIVE  VOY^- 
AGE.     Reason  wculd  therefors  seem  to  declare,  that  for  'hazards  ot 
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this  nature,  the  benefits  arising  to  neutrals  from  war,  are  not  more  than 
ajcist  equivalent. 

"  It  is  somewhat  singular,  that  a  belligerent  should  invite  a  trade  with 
itself,  which  jt  declares  fraudulent  with  its  enemy  ;  and  should  lift  the 
arm  of  power  to  crush  the  neutral,  whose  conduct  is  criminal  only  when 
it  ceases  to  be  partial ! 

*'  Such  are  the  remarks  your  memorialists  respectfully  submit  upon  the 
rule  considered  in  itself.  On  this  examination  tbey  confess  it  appears  to 
them,  fundamentally  incorrect.  It  subjects  commerce  to  fluctuating  de- 
cisions ;  overthrows  the  ordinary  rules  of  evidence  ;  and  places  an  im- 
mense power  to  be  wielded  at  the  uncontrolable  discretion  of  magistrates 
appointed  by  a  single  party. 

"  It  therefore  wants  all  the  discriminative  features  of  a  fundamental 
proposition  of  the  law  of  nations — uniformity,  precision,  and  general  ap- 
plicability. It  would,  in  their  opinion,  if  established,  create  greater 
evils  than  it  professes  to  redress,  by  perpetuating  strife,  destroying  the 
rmoluments  of  trade,  embarrassing  commercial  intercourse,  and  LETTING 
XiOOSE  THE  PASSIONS  TO  PREY  ON  THE  MISERIES,  AND 
PLLTNDER  THE  PROPERTY  OF  THE  INNOCENT.  It  uould 
subject  neutrals  to  hazards  nearly  as  perilous  as  those  of  actual  hostilities  ; 
and  independent  of  its  influence  in  stimulating  to  revenge  and  retaliation, 
IT  WOULD  TRANSFER  THE  BENEFITS  OF  PEACE  TO  ANY 
TIC TORIOITS  USURPER  OF  THE  OCEAN. 

*'  But  your  memorialists  are  unwilling  to  rest  the  question  on  the  pre- 
ceding grounds,  however  supported  by  reason.  They  appeal  to  higher 
eonsiderations  ;  and  [^/^deny  that  the  rule  is,  or  ever  has  made,  a  part 
of  public  law,  or  acquired  by  usage  or  prescription,  any  authority  a- 
Kong  nations- 

**  Every  page  appears  to  give  a  direct  contradiction.  They  adhere  to 
the  ancient  interpretation  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  pronounces  that 
the  goods  of  an  enemy  are  lawful  prize,  and  those  of  a  friend  free  ;  that 
the  neutral,  except  in  case  of  blockade  and  contraband,  has  a  right  to  the 
uninterrupted  pursuit  of  bis  commerce,  when  carried  on  with  his  own 
property,  at  all  events  in  a  direct  trade  from  his  own  country. 

*'  They  conceive  U^that  it  is  not  within  the  authority  of  any  nation  to 
legislate  for  the  rest ;  and  that  the  law  of  nations  being  founded  on  the 
tacit  convention  of  the  nations  that  observe  it,  can  be  bindijjg  only  on 
those  nations  who  have  adopted  it. 

**  It  is  conceded  by  the  British  Civilians  that  during  the  American 
revolution  the  doctrine  was  entirely  intermitted,  and  the  commerce  of 
neutrals  was  pursued  according  to  the  ancient  code.  Many  cases  of  this 
period  might  be  cited  from  the  admiralty  records,  which  overthrow  the 
rule,  and  expressly  vindicate  the  opposite.  If  precedents  are  to  decidt, 
the  judgments  of  a  tribunal  established  in  Great  Britain  under  her  sole 
appointment,  and  acting  with  open  powers,  must  Surely,  when  acquies* 
cence  creates  the  law,  complete  the  renunciation  of  the  contested  rule. 

*'  It  is  not  the  least  singularity  attending  the  conduct  of  the  present 
war,  that  Great  Britairi  has  licensed  her  subjects  in  a  trade  which  she  rfe- 
clares fraudulent  in  others  ;  that  she  admits  th»m  unmolesttd  to  supply  her 
enemy  with  means  of  resistance,  tcfien  she  declares  confiscation  is  the  penalty 
of  neutral  sutceur.  Were  the  rule  ever  so  just  in  itself,  it  certainly  de- 
mands relaxation,  when  the  belligerent  partake?  the  projil,  and  connives  al- 
ike breach.  If  its  foundation  be  the  unlawfulness  of  affording  assistance 
to  a  distressed  enemy,  surely  itcutrh'  not  to  be  enforced  when  that  assist' 
once  if  an  auihoriicd  object  of  speculation  viHh  the  distressing  bdligcfcnU 
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"  It  is  our  pride  to  believe  that  the  American  merchants,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  are  as  distinguished  for  good  faith  as  any  on  earth.  The 
imputation  thrown  on  them  is  a  masked prden-ct  to  repel  the  odium  of  vexa- 
iious  injuries,  and  la  excuse  violations  of  law,  which  cannot  oe  jusiijied. 

"  Your  memorialists  wish  to  take  no  part  in  the  contests  which  now 
convulse  the  world  ;  but  acting  with  impartiality  towards  all  nations,  to 
reap  the  fruits  of  a  just  neuti-ality.  If  hovvei^er,  conciliation  cannot  ef- 
fect the  purpose  of  justice,  and  AN  APPEAL  TO  ARMS  be  the  iast 
and  necessary  protection  of  honor,  they  feel  no  disposition  to  decline  the 
common  danger,  or  shrink  fror.  the  common  contribution. 

'''  Relying  on  the  wisdom  a.  d  drmness  of  the  generf.1  government  in 
this  behalf,  they  feel  no  hesitation  to  PLEiJGrE  THIilR  LIVES  and 
PROPERTIED  in  support  of  the  measures  which  may  be  adopted  lo  vindi' 
calc  the  public  rigliis,  and  redress  the  pub li.:  wrongs*''^ 

John  Hathorne,         Benj.  Crownin&'iield,  jiin.  3 

Joseph  Sprni^ue,        Joseph  White,  juiu  \  Committee* 

Jonathan  jNIason,     Jo«;eph  Story.  j 

Salem,  Jan.  20,  180S. 


CHAPTER    XVIL 

Reflections  on  the  Memorials.      Uniform  call  for  redress*      Uni- 
form pledge  of  support, 

I  BEG  the  reader  will  devote  a  few  minutes  io  a  re-perusal  of 
these  important,  these  invaluable  documents.  Without  bearing 
in  mijid  their  contents,  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  coiTect  estimate 
of  the  policy  of  this  country,  or  of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the 
two  parties,  whose  senseless,  and  envenomed,  and  infuriated 
hostility,  was  of  late  rapidly  sending  to  perdition  the  noblest 
countrj'^,  the  happiest  people,  and  the  best  form  of  government 
in  the  world. 

We  must  not  forget  for  an  instant,  the  cause  of  all  these  im- 
passioned complaints,  these  invocations  of  redress,  these  pledg» 
es  of  support.  This  is  the  most  important  item  in  the  affair.  It 
was  simply  the  rigfht  to  re-espoil  the  productions  of  the  colonies 
of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain — a  right,  however  clear  and  in- 
defeasible, which  was  wholly  unessential  to  the  prosperity  of 
our  country.  We  might  have  abandoned  it  »*>'iihout  the  sacrifice 
of  an  iota  of  the  happiness  of  our  citizens,  or  the  real  honor  of 
the  nation. 

No  man  of  decency  can  deny,  after  the  perusal  of  these  docu- 
ments, that  the  mercantile  citizens  of  the  XJ suited  States  urged 
—it  would  not  be  extravagant  to  say,  goaded — the  government 
into  a  resistance  of  the  high-handed  and  oppressive  jureteagionf 

K 
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and  outrages  of  Great  E.i? t .  aragraph  establishes 

this  important  fact.      T'  .1  ut^  I'l.Uic  fetntjmeat 

on  this  subject,  was  »i'  js  from  Nevvbiiij port  to 

Baltimore. 

That  they  calcu]r,ibii  . ,  oii  v>  j,  .:.s  ihe  dernier  resort,  is  ob- 
vious from  the  phraseology.  It  cannot  be  misunderstood. — 
When  the  Boston  merch  ints  express  their  reliance  that 

f   *'  Such  meastris  will  be  promptly  adopted,  &»  wii'  lend  to  J  sombarrass  com- 
merce, ASSERT  OURRIGriib,  and  :-ut.poit  the  dignity  oi  the  Cr.it-d  States," 

it  would  be  absurd  and  ridiculous  to  su])pose    these  me.sures 

were  to  be  limited  to  mere  nejrociation,  the  utter  iuffficacy  of 

which  had  been  so  often  experienced.     A  child  vvou'd  si  urn  at 

the  idea  of  supportins^  the  dignity  of  the  United  Stoics"  ly  ne- 

gociation  alone.       This  had  already  been  found  to  be  a  very 

feeble  resource,  and   might  have  been  protracted  for  an  a^^e, 

Vi'iihont "  asserting  any  of  our  rights.'"     Their  vie^vsv^  ere  not 

30  limited.     No.     War,  war,  uar,  must  indubitably  ha\e  been 

in  their  contemplation,  should  negociation  have  an  unfavorable 

issue. 

Can  any  man  of  common  sense  doubt,  can  any  man  of  char- 
acter, deny,  that  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia  calculated  on 
WAR,  when,  after  having  suggested, 

"  That  every  measure  not  incotifistetit  with  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  na- 
tion, by  which  the  great  objects  of  redress  and  secarity  might  be  attained, 
should  be  first  tried," 

they  add, 

•"  If  such  measures  should  prove  ineffectual,  whatever  may  be  the  sacrifice  on 
their  part,  it  will  be  met  with  submission." 

When  the  merchants  of  Newburyport 

^^*  Rely  with  confidence  ou  the  FIRMNESS  and  JUSTICE  of  the  government, 
to  obtain  for  them  compensation  and  protection," 

they  must  have  been  insane,  if  they  did  not  calculate  upon 
WAR  as  the  ultima  ratio.  These  are  the  worthy  citizens  who 
stand  recorded  in  theannals  of  their  country,  as  having  since 
pairioiically  pledged  themselves  to  resist  their  own  govern- 
ment, "  EVEN  UNTO  BLOOD." 

And  who  can  pretend,  that  the  merchants  ofNewhaven, 
when  they  called  upon  the  government 

"  Firmly  to  resist  every  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  neutral  nations," 
did  not  calculate  upon  war  ?     And  did  they  not  most  solemnly 
pledge  themselves,  when  they  tendered  the 

•'•Assurances  of  their  disposition  to  give  aid  and  support  to  EVERY  MEAS" 
'.URE  calculated  to  accomplish  this  important  object." 

JiM  when  the  New-York  merchwts  cleclared  their 
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*^BefiaBee  wgim  tat  gfv&iaaax.  of  their  coaaxij  tbat  tlieie  rights  woold  q0( 

and  that  the  crisis  required 

"  All  ths  sszaGT.  as  wffli  aa  tlie  prudence  and  iriidom  cf  the  rarerBmev,.,-' 
can  there  be  found  a  man  who  ^ili  pretend  that  war  was  not 
ealciriated^on,  unless  other  means  might  be  found  to  acconipiish 
the  end  in  view  I     It  cannot  be. 

And  can  there  be  a  more  explicit  pledge  given,  than  is  to  be 
found  at  the  close  of  their  memorial — 

**  We  jiedgs  our  aaited  5Tipport  ia  favor  of  all  the  roeasirc?  adopted  to  vindi- 
cate sai  aeeore  the  javc  rights  oc  oor  country." 

I  ^m  credibly  informed  that  there  are  sab^eribed  to  thi^^  me- 
morial, names  of  persona  who  lately  prayed  fervently  and  opeii- 
ly,  for  the  destruction  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  inva- 
ding Canada  I  This  is  most  wonderfully  consistent  and  patri- 
otic. 

Bat  the  merchants  of  Salem  are  more  e^Iieit  on  the  subject 
of  war  than  any  of  their  mercantile  brethren  elsewhere.  Thej 
leave  no  room  for  inference  or  supposition.  They  mc^t  uaamp 
bigiioasly  declare  their  views. 

''  K  hpyf vgr,  amnSaiwm  t— ot  eSeet  the  pHrpw^  andAiX  APPEAL  TO 
ARMS  be  the  bat  ami  f  c«ai;ary  ^rxstedSm  of  kaaor,  Aey  feei  H&  Ss^aatiBm 
tc  decliae  the  cammam  itaager,  or  sarink  firiuB  tfae  tmmmam.tmttAiimmJ* 

And  was  there  ever,  since  the  world  was  formed,  a  more 
solemn  pledge  given,  than  the  one  with  which  they  close  their 
memorl&K  and  which  I  here  repeat — 

"  Bdiji^  c»  tbe  wiadoiB  m^i  fa— eaBrfthegmtrJ  gmnjiBatuty  ia  tiar  fae&aif 
^ev  fefj  no  hesitatiaiL,  to  ptedge  Aexr  fives  viA  ptap»tieB  nt  aapygt  rft&e 
iceascre?  whkfa  ks^  be  adopted  to  VfXD'CATE  THE  PUBLIC  SIGHTS, 
AXD  RE3DRES3  THE  PUBLIC  WRONG? . " 

In  the  next  chapter,  I  shall  investigate  the  question,  faopw  fei^ 
these  pledges  were  redeemed*. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Ckarackr  ofmerchMnts  htf  Edmund  Burke.  Uliberai  etndtmf&witd^ 
ed.  Merchants  as  varicn^  in  diarmeUr  as  ^teniasaa  ifwrnrnm 
Ainericaji  merchants  shrewd  and  otfrlfi^mtf.  Jfint  Immtmiaiif 
Minded  hy  faction  to  their  dearest  inierests.  Heample  cfRi^' 
land  iriJTihif  of  inutatiim.  Strusc.ides  h^ae^ra  ins  and  etiis,  AU 
uttite  azainsi  the  ccftimon  enam^.  AmiricaM^fiseiim&  mmre  del- 
finimis  them  those  in  EH£:land. 

Edxt^d  Bubke  has   left  on  recorda  most  onfavorabte  char* 
a<?ter  of  merchants,  which  has  been  a  thousand  times  quoted 
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to  their  disparagement.  He  has,  if  my  memory  do  not  dcceiie 
me,  asserted,  that  they  have  no  national  attachments  or  pat- 
riotism— that  their  ledger  is  their  Bibie^and  gold  their  God. 

This  character  is  unfounded  and  illiberal.  AH  sweeping  de- 
nunciations of  entire  classes  are  unjust.  The  merchants  are 
as  various  in  their  characters  as  any  other  description  of  men. 
There  are  among  them  numbers  of  persons  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability— great  patriotism — a  high  sense  of  honor — great 
liberality — and  possessing  all  the  other  virtues  that  can  adorn 
the  human  character.  There  are  likewise  some  as  base  and 
vile  as  the  others  are  excellent. 

There  is  nothing  in  mercantile  affairs  or  c5mmerce,  that  has 
a  tendency  to  deteriorate  those  who  follow  the  profession.  It 
is  inconceivable  how  it  should  be  otherwise.  The  large  scale 
on  which  commerce  is  conducted,  is  rather  calculated  to  expand 
than  illiberalizQ  the  mind. 

Moreover,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  merchants  having 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  best  education,  must,  from  that 
circumstance  alone,  have  a  fair  chance  of  not  meriting  the  de- 
iiunciation  of  Edmund  Burke. 

That  the  American  merchants  are,  in  general,  shrewd,  intel- 
ligent, and  penetrating,  cannot  he  denied.  They  are  in  these 
respects,  at  least  on  a  level  with  the  merchants  of  any  other 
country. 

It  must,  however,  bfe  acknowledged,  that  in  the  course  they 
have  steered  from  the  commencement  of  the  year  1806,  when 
the  preceding  memorials  were  presented  to  Congress,  till  the 
declaration  of  war,  and  during  its  continuance,  they  have  been 
as  lamentably  blind  to  their  own  vital  interests,  and  to  the 
highest  interests  of  their  country,  as  if  they  w  ere  almost  alto- 
gether deficient  of  the  reasoning  faculty.  They  have  inflicted 
incalculable  injury  on  both.  Indeed,  so  intimately  in  this  case 
were  these  interests  connected,  that  both  were,  and  must  ne- 
cessarily be,  equally  affected  by  the  same  wound.  I  hope  to 
make  this  appear  to  their  conviction,  and  that  of  the  public. 

The  reader  has  seen  that  the  mercantile  part  of  the  commu- 
nity felt  the  highest  indignation  in  1 806,  at  the  pretensions  of 
England  to  limit  the  American  trade  in  the  colonial  produc- 
tions of  her  enemies  ;  that  they  very  strongly  remonstrated  with 
the  government  to  resist  those  pretensions ;  and  that  they  pledg- 
ed themselves  to  their  country  and  to  the  world,  to  support  tJu  gov- 
ernment in  whatever  measures  might  he  necessary  to  obtain  re- 
dr^^ss — cbiiotisly,  evidently,  and  undeniably  amtetnplaiing  even 
rvar  with  all  its  horrors.  1  propose  to  examine  how  far  their 
practice  corresponded  with  their  professions  and  pledges. 

The  pacific  measures  adopted  to  effect  the  object  of  their  de- 
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sires  were — a  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  some  of  the  most 
important  of  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain — an  embargo, 
when  the  injuries  we  experienced  from  that  nation  had  vastly 
increased — and  non-intercourse. 

Did  the  American  merchants  redeem  their  pledge  ?  Did  they 
preserve  their  faith  ?  Did  they  support  the  government  in  ail 
or  any  of  these  measures  ? 

No.  They  indubitably  did  not.  There  is  not  a  candid  fed- 
eralist from  New-Hampshire  to  Georgia,  that  will  assert,  that 
the  merchants,  as^  a  corpsj  supported  the  government  in  any 
one  of  these  measures.  I  say  distinctlvy  fl5  a  car/?^.  There 
were  illustrious  exceptions.  But  the  fidelity  of  these  except* 
>ions  in  redeeming  their  pledge  was  unavailing. 

[JJ^  The  pledge  wasfarfeited  hy  t]u  corps — completely  forfeited^ 
'  The  clear,  indisputable,  and  melancholy  fact  is,  that  after 
having  impelled  and  goaded  the  government  into  measures  to 
procure  redress,-  they  not  merely  withheld  their  support  from 
tiiose  measures,  but  actually  as  far  as  depended  on  them,  pre- 
vented their  siicces^^  They  hung  hostilely  on  the  skills  of  the 
government,  and  defeated  the  embargo,  non-intercourse,  and  all 
th«  other  restrictive  measures. 

I  have  thus  far  considered  the  point  as  it  respected  their 
plighted  faith,  and  the  obligation  they  thereby  incuiTed  to  sup- 
port the  government  in  measures  which  had  arisen  out  of  their 
memorials,  remonsti-ances  and  solemn  pledges. 

I  now  enter  on  the  consideration  of  their  conduct,  as  it  de- 
monstrates an  unparalleled  blindness  towards  their  own  interestSj 
and  those  of  their  country. 

Whatever  misjudging  prejudice,  or  faction,  devotion  to  Eng» 
land,  or  hostility  to  France  may  pretend,  the  solemn  fact  is^ 
that  the  United  States  w'ere  most  grievously  outraged  and  injur?* 
ed  by  Great  Britain.  The  violence  or  excesses  of  France, 
enormous,  and  iniquitous,  and  indefensible  as  they  were,  afforded 
no  justification  to  those  of  her  enemy.  "Retaliation,"  in  the 
words  of  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Lloyd.^  "  was  A  MERE  PRE- 
TENCE." If  A  rob  me  of  my  hat,  it  does  not  follow  that  B  has 
aright  to  retaliate  on  HIM,  hy  robbing  ME  of  my  coat  or  waist- 
coat. And  still  less,  if  A  threaten  to  rob  me,  but  has  not  the 
power  to  do  it,  has  B  the  right  to  retaliate  on  him  by  robbing 
me.  France  pretended  to  blockade  England,  and  seize  neutral 
vessels  bound  there — but  was  unable  to  effect  her  purpose 
through  her  destitution  of  naval  power.  England  retaliated  npor^ 
France  by  seizing  our  vessels  bound  to  that  country  ;  ancl- 

*  In  a  subsequent  ckapter,  I  shall  quote  the  sentimeats  of  these  gentlemen  trt . 
full  length. 
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persevered  in  that  lawless  course  for  entire  years,  having 
depredated  on  the  United  States  toihe  amount  of  many  millions, 
and  with  every  species  of  aggravation,  of  which  such  an  out- 
rage is  suscepti'ole — and  forsooth  all  7vas  perpetrated  to  punish 
France,  whom  she  was  at  the  sanu  time  supplying  with  our  pro- 
ductions herself: : !  There  is  not  in  the  history  of  the  world  any 
conduct  more  gross  or  less  defensible. 

When  we  are  laid  in  our  graves,  and  our  factions  and  con- 
vulsions i.re  buried  in  oblivion,  posterity  will  pass  a  heavy 
sentence  of  condemnation  upon  these  odious,  these  oppressive, 
these  scandalous  transactions.  I  am  sure  such  is  the  decision 
of  all  impartial  and  unprejudiced  men  in  Europe.  I  w  ould  for- 
feit a  world,  were  I  possessed  of  one,  if  this  be  not "  Alexander 
the  deliverer's"  sentiment. 

That  America  has  been  the  aggrieved  nation,  and  England 
wholly  the  aggressor,  is  palpable  from  one  circumstance.  In 
all  the  diplomatic  intercourse  that  has  taken  place  between  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James'  and  that  at  Washington,  the  former  has 
hardly  ever  made  the  slightest  complaint  of  injustice  against  the 
latter,  except  occasionally  oi partiality  towards  France.  This, 
if  it  mean  any  thing,  must  certainly  mean  tiiat  7vc  bore  French 
depredation,  insult,  and  outrage,  more  patiently  than  English  out- 
rage, insuU,  and  depredation.  If  it  have  any  other  meaning,  I 
shall  be  gratiSed  to  have  it  demonstiated. 

We  inflicted  on  France  one  solid,  substantial,  important,  and 
most  destructive  injury,  from  which  England  was  wholly  free. 
We  uniformly  submitted  from  1792  to  1812,  to  the  violation  of 
our  neutrality,  to  the  material  benefit  of  one  belligerent  and 
extreme  disadvantage  of  the  other.  Our  CGinmcrcial  manne  was 
a  constant  nursery  for  Great  Britain,  to  sitpply  hxr  navy  7vith  sea- 
tnen  to  annoy  and  distress  her  enemy. 

This  was  a  constant  cause  of  war  against  us  by  France.  It 
"svas  in  direct  hostility  with  fundamental  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations.  It  was  affording  a  most  decisive  and  all-important  aid 
to  one  belligerent  for  the  destruction  of  the  other,  to  an  enor- 
mous extent,  I  believe  unpanalleled  in  the  history  of  Europe. 

It  will  not,  from  the  premises,  be  denied,  that  from  the  decla- 
ration of  war  between  France  and  England,  the  latter  power 
constantly  made  inroads  upon  us — and  we  as  constantly  sought 
redress — and  that  our  principal  grievances  were  the  outrages 
practised  on  our  seamen,  and  the  reiterated  and  intolerable 
infringement  of  our  commercial  rights  and  privileges. 

Under  this  view  of  the  case,  the  correctness  of  which  will 
not,  1  trust,  be  disputed,  Avhat  cour«e  ought  an  enlightened  body 
of  merchaats  to  steer  ? 


THE  OLIVE  BRANCH.  107 

Suppose  them  patriotic,  and  public  spirited,  and  magnani- 
mous ;  a  regard  to  the  national  honor  and  interest  would  impel 
them  to  uphold  the  government  o{"  their  own  country  in  a  strug- 
gle against  tlie  lawless  outrages  of  a  foreign  nation.  But  even 
suppose  them  base,  sordid,  selfish,  avaricious,  and  without  a  sin- 
gle spark  of  patriotism,  public  spirit,  or  liberality,  ought  not  their 
veiy  selfishness  dictate  the  same  course  ?  How  could  they  fail 
to  see  that  everj^  siej)  they  took  to  harrass,  to  cripple,  to  embar- 
rass their  own  government,  was  a  step  towards  enabling  the 
foreign  and  aggressing  nation,  to  triumph  over  their  country, 
and  to  enforce  its  claims,  to  the  manifest  and  immense  injury  of 
their  own  most  vital  interevsls  ?  I  should  pity  the  faiuity  of  a 
lad  who  had  been  but  six  weeks  in  a  counting-house,  and  did 
not  at  once  perceive  the  cogency  of  these  arguments.  This 
point  is  clear,  and  plain,  and  convincing  in  theor-y.  But  it  does 
not  rest  on  theory.  We  have  a  strong  and  practical  illustration 
of  it  by  our  own  melancholy  experience,  an  illustration  which 
the  merchants  of  this  country  will  long  have  cause  to  deploi©. 
By  the  Jacobinical,  and  seditious,  and  disorganizing  combina- 
tions to  oppose  the  measures  calculated  to  procure  redress,  Eng- 
land was  enabled  to  enforce  the  orders  in  council  for  four  jeAVs 
and  an  half;  whereby,  during  sixteen  months,  she  interdicted 
our  trade  with  all  Europe,  except  Sweden  and  her  own  depend- 
encies :  that  is  to  sa),  she  forbade  us  io  trade  with  about  one 
hrmdrcd  and  thirty  viillions  of  the  people  cf  Europe. — For  the  re- 
mainder of  the  time,  when  she  somewhat  relaxed  her  ordem,  5/i€ 
proscribed  our  trade  with  at  least  ffty  millions.  '  " 

Never  has  the  sun  in  his  course  beheld  such  transcendent, 
such  lamentable,  such  irreparable  folly  as  the  merchants  of  the 
United  States  have  been  guilty  of  in  this  instance.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  the  arduous  conflict  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  they  have  constantly^  and  invariably^  and  most 
€ners;eiicaUy  thwarted^  and  harrassed,  and  embarrassed  their  oivn 
govern?ne}ii.  They  have  defended  the  conduct  of  Britain, 
throughout — and  as  constantly  labored,  in  the  face  of  reason, 
justice,  and  common  sense,  to  put  their  own  nation  in  the  wrong. 
And  for  what  end  ?  to  serve  the  purposes  of  party ;  to  enable  a 
few  ambitious  men^  who  were  out  of  office^  and  panted  to  get  in,  to 
accomplish  this  object ! ! ! 

I  once  more  w  ish  to  qualify  these  observations.  There  were 
here,  as  in  a  former  case,  splendid  exceptions  among  the  mer- 
chants, citizens  who  displayed  the  most  exalted  patriotism. — 
These  exceptions  do  not  invalidate  the  rule.  I  speak  of  the 
merchants  as  a  corps ; — for  it  is  thus  only  they  can  be  consider- 
ed in  this  discussion ; — ^as  their  operations  on  the  government 
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and  nation  were  felt — and  more  particularly,  as  they  acted  ic 
the  eastern  states. 

Auv  one  of  the  three  pacific  measures  adopted  by  this  gov- 
ernaient,  had  it  been  duly  supported  by  the  mercantile  interest, 
■would  have  obliged  Grea4;  Britain  to  redress  our  wrongs,  and 
very  speedily.  We  should  then  have  enjoyed  an  unshackled 
conwnerce.  And  had  our  merchants,  either  from  patriotism  or 
selfishness,  suhmiUed  to  a  short  temporary  privation  of  business, 
iJicy  would  have  been  repaid  hij  a  Unfold  harvest  of  most  lucrative 
commerce.  But  faction  !ed  tliem  astray.  They  rendered  whol- 
ly nugatory  all  the  measures  adojjted  to  guard  their  interests, 
and  to  extort  justice  for  their  wrongs.  Great  Britain  was  thus 
encouraged  to  proceed  in  her  aggressions.  This  led  to  a  wast- 
ing war.  To  the  hostile  opposition  of  the  mercantile  class, 
therefore,  we  may  Hiirly  ascribe  its  ravages. 

In  all  the  wild,  frantic,  and  fatuitous  career  of  faction — from 
'the  earliest  re<;ords  of  tiine  to  the  present  day,  I  believe  there  is 
no  parallel  case.  Never  did  an  intelligent,  enlightened  and  ra?. 
&pectable  body  of  men,  make  so  immense,  so  wanton,  so  irrecov- 
erable a  sacrifice  of  their  dearest  interests^  and  so  completely 
contrary  to  the  dictates  of  reason  and  common  sense. 

^SJ^lf  Behthub  or  Lucifer  held  the  reins  of  government,  policy  and 

'  self-interest  rvould  dictate  that  in  all  contests  with  foreign  nations , 

he  ought  to  he  supported  unless  77iost  manifestly  and  egregiously 

unjust.     Puhlic  spirit  and  selfishness  equally  cornhine  io  enforce 

this  precept. 

How  transccndantly  superior  Great  Britain  towers  over  us,  in 
this  respect !  What  a  sublime  lesson  she  holds  cut — what  a  noble 
fjcample  she  offers  us  to  fellow  ! 

She  is  torn  by  faction  like  America.  There  is  a  constant, 
struggle  between  the  incumbents  in  office  and  those  who  pant 
after  the  seats  the\'^  fill.  But  whenever  the  honor  or  vita!  inter- 
est of  the  nation  is  at  stake,  party  in  a  great  measure  dies  away, 
or,  at  least,  becomes  incapable  of  injuring  the  common  cause — 
all  unite  under  the  national  standard — and,  till  the  end  in  vieAv  is 
accomplished,  distinctions  are  almost  wholly  lost  in  one  com- 
mon designation,  sup])orters  of  their  country's  interest  and  honor. 

Not  so  in  America.  It  is  a  fatal  truth,  that  at  the  moment^ 
when  this  page  was  written,  [Sept.  1814]  when  not  merely  our 
interest,  and  our  honor,  but  even  our  very  salvation  was  jeopard- 
ized, faction  raged  in  many  places  with  unabated  violaice  ;  and 
wicked  men  were  incessantly  employed  in  exciting  our  citizens 
to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  countrymen,*  instead 

*  T'm's  was  the  inpvitnble  tendency,  aHliongh  not  the  declared  purpose,  of  e 
Vfery  considerable  number  of  the  pnbiicatioas  ia  certain  newspapers^ 
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of  preparing  to  oppose  a  vindictive  enemy.  May  the  God  of 
peace  and  love,  dispel  the  clouds  that  impend  over  us — banish 
our  discords — and  once  more  unite  us  in  the  bonds  of  harmony 
and  charity  towards  each  other.     Amen. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

British  Depredations  brought  en  the  tapis  in  the  Senate  cf  the  V- 
7iited  States.  Condemnatoiy  Resolutions  passed.  Messrs,  Pick- 
Clings  Hillhouse,  Bayard^  and  Tracy,  in  tJic  affirmaiive. — 
Ambassador  extraordinary  to  England,  British  goods  prohib- 
ited. 

In  consequence  of  the  presentation  of  the  mercantile  memo- 
rials, the  Senate  of  the  United  States  took  the  subject  into  their 
most  serious  consideration ;  and  passed  the  following  Resolution, 
on  the  10th  Feb.  1806. 

"  Resolved,  that  the  capture  and  condemnation,  under  orders  of  the  British 
government,  and  adjudications  of  their  courts  of  admiralty,  of  American  vessels 
and  their  cargoes,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the  en- 
mieg  of  Great  Britain  prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  AN  UNPROVOKED  AG- 
GRESSION  UPON  THE  PROPERTY  OF  THE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNI- 
TED STATES— A  VIOLATION  OF  THEIR  NEUTRAL  RIGHTS— AND 
AN  ENCROACHMENT  UPON  THEIR  NATIONAL  INDEPEND- 
ENCE."* 

I  hope  the  reader  will  attentively  peruse  this  resolution.  It 
is  clear  and  explicit.  It  soleraly  protests  against  the  revival  of 
the  exploded  rule  of  the  war  of  1756,  as 

"  An  encroachment  upon  the  national  independence,  and  a  violation  of  our 
neutral  rights." 

Stronger  language  could  not  well  be  used.  What  renders  it 
peculiarly  remarkable,  is,  that  it  was  carried  by  an  unanimous 
voteoftJie  Senate,  28  members  present.  But  secondly  and 
chiefly,  I  beg  it  may  be  borne  in  eternal  remembrance,  that  a- 
mong  the  names  of  the  senators  who  thus  voted,  are  to  be  found 
those  of  Messrs.  PICKERING,  HiHhouse,  Bayard,  and  Tracy, 

Another  resolution,  passed  February  14,  stands  in  these 
^words'. — 

♦♦  Resolved,  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requeste.l  [j^  to 
DEMAND  the  restoration  of  t!ie  property  of  their  citizens  captured  d:,.l  con- 
demned (j^  on  the  pretext  of  Us  being  em-phyed  in  a  'rade  mith  Vie  enemies  of 
Great  Brtufn,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace  ;  aad  rry=>  fie  indemnificatim  f  such 
American  citizens  for  their  losses  arid  darmges  suitdiuod  by  these  captures  and 
coudeiooatioas  ;  and  to  enter  into  such  arrangements  with  the  Brit^hgoveruuvecl, 

*  Journals  of  th    Seoate  for  UiS— page  12& 
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on  these  and  all  other  differences  between  the  two  nations,  (and  partienlarly 
respecting  rrj>  the  IMPRESSMENT  OF  AMERICAN  SEAMEN)  as  may 
beconsistsni  vvilh  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their 
earnest  desire,  for  themselves  and  their  citizens,  of  that  justice  to  wiiich  they 
are  entitled."* 

There  was  a  division  upon  this  resolution.  It  was  carried 
by  twenty  affirmative,  against  six  negative  votes.  Messrs. 
FLICKERING,  Hillhouse,  Bayard,  and  Tracy  were  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  on  the  former  resolution. 

To  obtain   redress  from  Great   Britain,  four  modes  present- 
ed   themselves — negotiation — non-intercourse — embargo,    am 
war. 

The  first  in  order  required  to  be  first  essayed.  Accordingly 
the  administration  entered  upon  negotiation,  and,  to  attach  more 
solemnity  to  it,  Mr.  Wm.  Pinkney  was  appointed  minister  ex- 
traordinary, and  united  with  Mr.  Monroe,  then  resident  at  the 
court  of  St.  James'. 

To  give  the  negotiation  a  greater  likelihood  of  success,  a; 
act  was  passed,!  making  a  strong  appeal  to  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain.  By  this  act,  the  importation  into  the  United  States 
was  prohibited,  of  a  variety  of  her  most  important  manufactures, 
viz. 

*'  All  articles  of  which  leather  is  the  material  of  chief  value.  ^ 

**  All  articles  of  which  silk  is  the  material  of  chief  value.  * 

"  All  articles  of  which  hemp  or  flax  is  the  materia!  of  chief  value. 

"  All  articles  of  which  tin  or  brass  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  tin  in  sheets 
excepted. 

"  Woollen  cloths,  whose  invoice  prices  shall  exceed  five  shillings  sterling  per 
square  yard.' 

"-Wroollen  hosiery  of  all  kinds. 

"  Window  glass  and  all  the  manufactures  of  glass. 

"  Silver  and  plated  wares. 

*'  Paper  of  every  description. 

♦'  Nails  and  spllifs. 

*'  Mats  and  clothing  ready  made. 

"  Millintry  of  all  kinds. 

"  Playing  cards 

**  Beer,  ale,  and  porter  ;  and  pictures  and  prints.'* 

This  act  was  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1806,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  remonstrances  nf  the  merchants,  as  a  means  of 
inducing  England  to  abaadon  hc-r  unjust  pretensions,  and  to 
cease  her  depredations.  And  with  a  laudable  wish  to  afford  her 
time  to  weigh  its  consequences,  imi  to  j>revent  a  rupture,  its 
operatioQ  was  not  to  commence  llil  the  15th  of  the  following 
November,  a  period  of  seven  months.  Thus  reiuctaai  was  our 
government  to  have  recourse  to  extremities,  notwithstar.tling 
the  grievous  provocations  that  had  been  oSe red.     It  is  impossi- 

*  Journals  of  the  Senate  for  1806— page  131. 
f  Laws  of  the  United  Slates,  vol.  yi.  page  8ft. 
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ble  lo  concol  ,  roceeding,   or  one  re- 

fl*;Cttiig  more  i  ..tAXiiace  A  an  injured  and  insult- 

ed nation, 

Stiil  iurlher  to  evince  the  wish  of  our  raJers  to  preserve  peace, 
the  operation  of  this  act  was  sjspendeJ  in  Dfieir.')pr  ISUfj,  till 
the  Isi of  July  IS^O/"^ — and  moreover,  the  presi^ient  vva«  author- 
ised, "  if  in  his  judgment  the  public  good  snoald  re-juire  it,  to 
SHSpend  it  still  farther  till  the  second  Monday  of  Decern- -er  in 
the  same  year." 

Here  let  us  pause  a  moment.  The  United  States  bad  suffer- 
ed depredatious  on  their  commerce  to  an  e.iormous  amc urt,  by 
the  revival  of  a  pretended  rule  of  the  law  of  a  ui.  as,  whioh  iiad 
been  formally  abandoned,  and  of  which  revival  no  previous  no- 
tice had  been  given.  And  instead  of  having  recourse  to  rei-ri- 
I  sals,  or  to  a  declaration  of  war,  either  of  which  would  have  been 
perfectly  just,  they  adopted  the  mild  measure  of  restr?iiD in g:  the 
commerce  of  the  aggressor,  in  order  to  make  it  his  interest  to  do 
them  justice.  Never  was  greater  forbearance  shewn— never 
was  forbearance  worse  requited. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

Attack  on  the  Chesapeake.  Proclamation  interdicting  our  harbors 

to  the  British.' 

While  the  depredations  sustained  by  our  merchants  were 
yet  under  discussion,  a  tragical  affair  occurred,  which  still  fur- 
ther unfortunately  embroiled  the  two  nations. 

The  Chesapeake,  capt.  Gordon,  sailed  from  f^rfolk  on  the 
22d  of  June,  1807.  The  Leopard,  of  50  guns,  which  was  moor- 
ed near  her,  weighed  anchor  shortly  afterwards.  She  soon  o- 
i  vertook  the  Chesapeake,  and  demanded  four  sailors,  three  of 
w^hom  had  deserted  from  tlie  British  frigate  Melampus.  The 
fourth  was  said  to  have  deserted  from  a  British  merchant  ves- 
sel. Commodore  Barron,  who  was  on  board,  refused  to  deliver 
them :  and  in  consequence  the  Leopard  commenced  an  attack 
upon  the  American  frigate,  which  was  wholly  unprepared  for 
resistance.  Three  men  were  killed,  and  sixteen  wounded*;  a- 
mong  the  latter  was  the  commodore,  who  struck  his  flag,  and 
surrendered  the  vessel,  Capt.  Humphreys  of  the  Leopard  sent 
aa  officer  on  board  the  Chesapeake,  who  seized  four  of  her  crew? 

*  Laws  of  the  United  States,  page  220, 
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William  "Ware,  Daniel  Martin,  John  Strachan,  and  John  Wit- 
son. 

Of  the  four  persons,  thus  seized,  one  was  brought  to  trial  at 
Halifax,  and,  being  found  guilty  of  desertion,  was  hanged. — 
One  died  in  confinenK'nt.  The  other  two  were  retained  in 
bondage  till  June  13th,  1812,  when  they  were  restored  to  free- 
dom on  board  the  Chesapeake,  at  Boston. 

This  outrage  €xcited  the  utmost  indignation  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  for  a  time  united  all  parties  in  the  common 
clamor  for  reparation  of  the  insult  and  injury,  or  war.  The 
federalists  were  as  loud  in  their  denunciations  of  the  lawless 
violence  as  the  democrats, 

I  have  already  stated  the  prudence  of  the  then  president,  Mr. 
Jefferson.  The  attack  took  place  on  the  22d  of  June — and  he 
delayed  the  extra  meeting  of  congress  till  the  26th  of  October, 
to  afford  time  for  the  effervescence  of  the  public  to  subside. 
This  wise  measure  saved  the  country  from  war  at  that  period. 

But  to  guard  a2:ainst  similar  outrages,  and  against  others 
which  we  had  suffered  within  our  own  jurisdiction  from  British 
vessels  of  war,  the  president  issued  a  proclamation  forbidding 
them  the  entrance  into  our  ports  and  harbors,  of  which  I  subjoin 
a  copy. 

PROCLAMATION. 

During  the  wars  which,  for  some  time,  have  unhappily  prevailed  among  the 
powers  of  Europe,  the  United  States  of  \raerica,  firm  in  their  principles  of  peace, 
have  endeavoured  by  justice,  by  a  regular  discharge  of  all  their  national  and 
social  duties,  and  by  every  friendly  ofnce  their  situation  has'admitted,  to  maintain 
with  all  the  belligerents  their  accustomed  relations  of  frionds^liip,  hospitality  and 
commercial  intercourse.  Taking  no  part  in  the  questions  wbicli  animate  the 
powers  against  each  other,  nor  permitting  themselves  to  entertain  a  wish  but  for 
the  restoration  of  general  peace,  they  have  observed  with  good  fdlth  the  neutral- 
ity th^y  assumed:  and  they  believe  that  no  instance  of  a  departure  from  its 
duties  can  ba  justly  imputed  to  them  by  any  nation.  A  free  use  of  their  harbours 
and  waters,  the  mean?  of  refitting;  and  of  refreshment,  of  sticcor  to  their  sick  and 
suffering,  have,  at  all  times,  and  on  equal  principles,  been  extended  to  all,  and 
this  too  amidst  a  constant  recurrence  of  acts  of  insubordination  tothelaw-j,  of 
violence  to  the  persons,  and  of  trespasses,  on  the  property  of  our  citizens,  com- 
mitted by  officers  of  one  of  the  belligerent  parlies  received  among  u»  In  truth, 
these  abuses  of  the  laws  of  hospitality  have,  with  few  exception  -,  become  habit- 
ual to  the  commanders  of  the  British  armed  vesse's  hovering  on  our  coasts,  and 
frequenting  our  harbours.  They  have  been  the  subject  of  repeated  representa- 
tions to  their  government.  Assurances  have  been  given  that  proper  orders 
should,  restrain  them  within  the  limits  of  the  riglits  an  1  of  the  respect  due  to  a 
friendly  nation  :  but  those  orders  and  a.ssurances  have  been  without  effect  :  no 
instance  of  punishment  for  past  wrongs  has  taken  place  At  length,  a  deed, 
transcending  all  we  have  hitherto  seen  or  suffered,  brings  the  public  sensibi'ity  to 
a  serious  crisis,  and  our  forbearance  to  a  necf^sary  pause.  K  frigate  of  the 
United  States,  trusting  to  a  state  of  peace,  and  leaving  her  harbour  on  a  distant 
service,  has  been  surprised  and  attacked  by  a  British  vessel  of  superior  force — one 
of  a  squadron  then  lying  in  our  waters,  zed  coveciog  the  traosactioa  ^  aod  hat 
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Been  disabled  from  service,  witii  the  losa  of  a  number  of  men  killed  and  wounded. 
—Tills  enormity  was  not  only  without  provucation  or  justifiable  cause,  but  was 
committed  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  taking  by  force,  from  a  ship  of  war  of  the 
United  States,  a  part  of  her  crew  :  and  that  no  circumstances  might  be  wanting 
to  mark  its  character,  it  had  been  previously  ascertained,  that  the  seamen  de- 
manded were  native  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Having  effected  his  purpose, 
he  returned  to  anchor  with  his  squadron  within  our  jurisdiction.  Hospitality  ua 
der  such  circumstances  ceases  to  be  a  duty  :  and  a  continuance  of  it,  with  such  on 
controled  abuses,  would  tend  only  by  multiplying  injuries  and  irritations,  to  bring 
on  a  rupture  between  the  two  nations.  This  extreme  resort  is  equally  opposed 
to  the  interest  of  both,  as  it  is  to  assurances  of  the  most  friendly  dispositions  on 
tile  part  of  the  British  government,  in  the  midst  of  which  thig  outrage  has  been 
committed.  In  this  light,  the  subject  cannot  but  present  itself  to  that  govern- 
mf'nt^  and  strengthen  the  motives  to  an  honorable  reparation  of  the  wrong'  which 
has  been  done,  and  to  that  effectual  control  of  its  naval  commanders,  which  alone 
can  justify  the  government  ai  the  United  States  iu  the  exercises  of  those  hospital- 
ities it  ia  now  constrained  to  discontinue. 

In  considerationvof  these  circumstances,  and  of  the  right  of  every  nation  to 
regulate  iti^  own  porfce,*  to  provide  for  its  peace  and  for  the  safety  of  its  citizens, 
and  consequently  to  refuse  the  admission  of  armed  vessels  into  its  harbors  or 
water?,  either  in  such  numbers  or  of  such  descripticms,  as  are  inconsistent  with 
these,  or  with  the  raiiutenance  of  the  authority  of  the  laws,  I  have  thought 
proper,  in  pursuance  of  the  authorities  specially  given  by  law,  to  issue  this  my 
proclamation,  hereby  requiring  all  armed  vessels  bearing  commission  under  the 
izovcroment  of  Great  Britain,  now  within  the  harbors  or  waters  of  the 
United  States,  immediately  and  witiiout  any  delay,  to  depart  from  the  same; 
and  interdicting  the  entrance  of  all  the  said  harbors  and  waters  to  the  said  armed 
vessels,  and  to  all  others  bearing  commissions  under  the  authority  of  the  British 
government. 

And  if  the  said  vessels,  or  any  of  theiB,  shall  fail  to  depart  ag  aforesaid,  or  if 
tliey  or  any  others,  so  interdicted,  shall  hereafter  enter  the  harbors  or  waters 
sforesaid,  I  do  in  that  case  forbid  ail  intercourse  with  them  or  any  of  them,  their 
officers  and  crews  j  and  do  prohibit  all  supplies  and  aid  from  being  furnished  to 
them  or  any  of  tliem. 

And  !  do  declare  and  make  known,  that  if  any  person  from,  or  within  the 
jurisdiction  and  limits  of  the  United  States,  sliall  afford  any  aid  to  any  such  vessel, 
contrary  to  the  prohibition  contained  in  this  proclamation,  either  in  refitting  any 
such  vessel,  or  in  furnishing  her,  her  officers,  or  crew,  with  supplies  of  any  kind, 
or  any  manner  whatsoever  ;  or  if  any  pilots  ahall  assist  in  navigating  any  of 
the  said  armed  vessels,  unless  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them,  in  the  first 
instance,  beyond  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  or  unless  it  be 
in  the  case  of  a  vessel  forced  by  distress,  or  charged  with  public  despatches  as 
hereinafter  provided  for,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  on  conviction,  suffer  aU 
the  pains  and  penalties  by  the  laws  provided  for  such  oflftnces 

And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  persons  bearing  oflSce,  civil  or  military, 
within  or  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Sta'-es,  and  all  others,  citizens  or 
inhabitants  thereof,  or  being  within  the  same,  with  vigilance  and  promptitude  to 
exert  their  respective  authorities,  and  to  he  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  carrying 
tliis  proclamation,  and  every  part  thereof,  into  full  eff.ct 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  if  anv  such  vessel  shall  be  forced  into  the  harlwrs 
or  waters  of  the  United  Str.tf  3  by  disress,  by  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  or  by  the 
pursuit  of  an  enemy,  or  shall  enter  taem  charged  with  despatches  or  bu'jiness 
from  their  garerninent,  or  shall  he  a  picket  for  the  conveyance  of  let'-eis  ©«' 
d'l'spatches,  the  commanding;  officer  immedi  .tely  reporting  his  vessel  to  the 
collector  of  the  district,  stating  the  object  or  causes  of  entering  the  said  harbors 
or  waters,  and  conforming  him=elf  to  the  regulations  in  that  case  prescribed  under 
the  authority  of  the  laws,  shall  be  iliO*fed  the  benefit  of  such  regulations  respect-- 
ing  repairs,  supplies,  stay,  intercourse  and  departure,,  as  skall  be  permitted/uader 
tlie  €amft.8utlioritf . 
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In  teitlmODy  whereof,  1  have  caused  the  seal,  &c. 

Given  at  WashiogtoH,  the  second  day  of  July,  one  thousand  fight 
hundred  and  seven,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
the  thirty-first. 

Th  :  JEFFERSON. 
By  the  President, 

James  Madison,  Secretarxf  rf  State. 

At  this  distance  of  time,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  realize  the 
indignation,  the  abhorrence,  the  resentment,  universally  exci- 
ted by  the  outrageous  conduct  of  Captain  Humphreys.  It  per- 
vaded every  quarter  of  the  union,  without  exception.  All  par- 
ty distinctions  ^vere  lost  for  the  moment.  Federalieis  and  de- 
mocrats, foreigners  and  natives,  all  united  in  the  strongest  call 
upon  the  government  to  procure  redress  for  the  outrage.  War 
was  contemplated  throughout  the  union,  and  there  was  hardly  a 
meeting  held,  of  which  the  members  did  not  most  solemnly 
pledge  themselves  to  support  the  constituted  authorities  in 
whatever  measures  might  be  requisite  for  the  defence  of  the  na- 
tional rights  and  national  honor. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  form  some  idea  of  the  fervid  state  of 
the  public  mind,  I  submit  the  following  extracts  to  his  perusal. 
They  are  fair  specimens  of  the  universal  sentiment  on  this  in- 
teresting topic. 

Extract  from  the pTOce£dir,gs  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  RichniGnd,  held 

July  1,  1807. 

Resolved,  TUat  while  we  deprecate  the  horrors  of  "war,  and  approve  all  honor- 
able mean?  of  averting;  them,  we  possess  the  firm  hope  that  the  goverrment  of 
the  United  States  nill  avenge  this  unparalhhd  outrage  rciik  the  spirit  iihick 
becomes  the  nntixin-  end  which  the  nation  feels  ;  believing  as  we  do,  that 
however  uneaua!  nray  be  our  naval  strength,  our  enemies  have  nevertheless 
vulnerable  points  within  our  reach,  through  whicli  we  may  be  able  to  etriie 
Ihem  vitally. 

\Exiracf  from  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  West  Chester^  Jtily  ^,  1807. 
**  Resolved  unanhnnudy.  That  we   sliall  consider  the  government  of  Great 


be-  made  ;  ana  m  coniormiiy  liicrewiin,  we  ao  soieiriniy  pjenge  oursexves  to 
maintain  the  strict  observance  of  the  proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  every  means  in  our  power. 

"  Resolved,  That  7re  shall,  at  all  times,  be  frepared  to  encounter  all  hascrds,  to 
'  mcintain  the  rights  and  independence  of  our  courtry  nith  our  lives  and  our/orivnes ; 
and  that  we  will  support  the  administration  of  the  (reneral  govertimf-nt  in  every 
proper  meaiure  which  it  may  adopt,  in  the  alternative  of  a  coerced  retribution  of 
our  wrongs,  or  in  calling  forth  the  energy  and  resources  of  the  people  at  this 
important  crisis."  ' 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  Lewiitoivn  and  its  vicinity ^ 

July  10,  1807. 

"  F^esolved  unanimously,  Th?it  the  repiuied  aggressions  r.nd  violations  committed 
^f •  Great  Britain  against  all  neutrtil  naticns  in  general^  and  variiadurhj  againfi 
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the  persons  and  privileges  qfour  citizens,  as  a  free  and  independent  people,  liave 
excited  in   us  ja?t  abhorrence  and   indignation  ;  that  the  late  outrage  by  thCs 
Leopard  ship  of  war  against  the  Chesapeake,  we  consider  as  a  premeditated  insult 
i-}  our  governmenl  and  national  character,  ami  wearing  so  barbarous  an  aspect^ 
ikal  longer  patience  novld  degrade  ike  name  of  Americans. 

"  Resolved  unanimously.,  That  if  upon  the  meeting  of  Congress,  it  shall  be 
found  necessary  to  resort  to  hostile  measures  against  Great  Britain  for  the  attain- 
ment of  justice,  we  ivill  cheerfully  submit  to  any  deprivations,  or  hardships  attendant 
on  a  state  cf  war  ;  and  we  will  loake  every  exertion  to  perfect  ourselves  in  the 
military  art,  and  equip  ourselves  to  oppose  tiie  base  and  cowardly  enemy  of  our 
country." 

Extract  from  tht  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria^  June  9,7  ^  1807. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  tyrannic  conduct  of  the  British  nation  on  the  ocean  has 
ju  slly  rendered  her  odious  among  all  civilized  ]iOwers. 

'•  Resolved,  That  nt  vietv  the  late  savage  and  dastardly  outrage  committed  hi 
ike  Leopard  British  ship  of  war  onthi,  United  Stales  frigate  Chesapeak&f  niiji 
due  indignation.'** 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  July 
4,  1807,  ike  venerable  John  Dickinson  in  the  chair. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  view  with  the  strongest  sentiments  of  indignation  and  ab- 
horrence the  late  unprovoked,  lawless,  and  ferocious  attack  mode  hy  the  British  ship 
of  war  Leopard  upon  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  and  the  daring  insult  offered  thereby 
to  the  flag,  the  government,  and  the  people  of  the  United  States." 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  June  &),  1807. 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  we  view  with  indigivatien  and  horror  the  wantott 
attack  lately  made  upon  the  Chesapeake  frigate  by  the  British  ship  of  war. 
Leopard,  by  which  many  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  been  killed  and  wounded, 
and  the  government  and  flag  of  our  country  most  grossly  insulted. 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  we  have  perfect  contidenee  in  the  wisdom  andl, 
firmness  of  the  administration  to  enforce  satisfactioii  lor  ao  outrage  so  glaring  and 
iujui  ions  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  our  country. 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  we  7nll  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  support  ike 
government  in  all  such  measures  as  they  may  adopt  on  this  momentous  occci,siou,  to 
obtain  redress  and  satisfaction  for  the  outrage  aforesaid." 

Extract  from  ike  proceedings  of  Ike  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  July  1,  18Q7. 
Joseph  Hopkinson,  esq,  secretary.''^ 

"  Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States,  has 
been  too  often  marked  by  hostility,  injustice,  and  oppression  ;  and  that  the  out- 
rage committed  by  the  Leopard,  one  of  her  ships  of  war  under  the  express  orders 
of  one  of  her  admirals,  upon  the  Chesapeake,  a  frigate  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  is  an  act  of  such  consummate  violence  and  wrong,  and  of  sq  biirbaroy,s  and 
and  murderous  a  character,  that  it  would  debase  and  degrade  any  nation  and  much 
ifvore  so,  a  'nation  of  freemen,  to  submit  to  it. 

"Resolved,  That  we  wiil  support  the  administration  of  the  general  govern- 
joent  in  all  and  every  measure  which  may  be  adopted  by  them,  to  avenge  the 
wrongs  our  country  has  suffered  from  Great  Britain,  and  to  compel  the  niost  rigid 
>etribaticn  ;  and  that  to  attain  a  full  measure  of  justice  from  her,  we  pledge  our- 
eelves  to  make  any  sacritices,  and  to  encounter  any  hazards. 

*'  Resolved,  That  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  a  national  ship  is  always, 
exempt  and  free  from  examination  or  search,  by  any  foreign  vessel  or  power. 

*  To  readers  at  a  distance  from  Philadelphia,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  thafe 
Mr.  Hopkinson  is  and  has  always  been  as  decided  a  federalist  as  Harrison  Sray 
'©tie,  Tssiclhy  Piskcrin^  or  Josiah  Q.tiincy. 
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*'  Resolved,  That  this  premeditated  outrage  is  considered  as  tantamount  to  a  dt' 
daration  nfrvaron  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  as  evincive  of  an  irreconcilable 
kosiilily  to  this  nation. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  entertain  a  confidence,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  nill  adopt  the  most  decisive  and  vigorous  measures  to  obtain  repai-ation  lor 
the  injuries  and  wrongs  sustained  (com  the  government  of  Great  Britain." 

Exiractfr&m  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Fill  sburgh,  heldJuhj 

10, 1807- 

**  Resolved,  That  the  late  outrageous  and  hostile  conduct  of  the  ofScers  of  tl>e 
British  navy,  to  the  flag  of  the  Unite<*  States  on  the  coast  of  V^irgioia,  has  excited 
our  highest  indignation. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  true  American  to  aid  the  government 
of  our  country  in  all  measures  having  a  teudency  to  protect  its  best  interests,  its 
i>ouof  and  independence.*' 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Citizens  of  Norfolk,  June  24. 

**  Resolved  unanimously.  That  we  view  this  unprovoked,  piratical,  savage^ 
Ciud  afsassin-like  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake  witti  that  horror'and  detei>talion 
which  should  always  attend  a  violation  of  the  faith  of  nations  and  the  laws  of  war; 
aud  we  pledge  our  lives  and  our  property  to  co-operate  with  the  government  in 
any  measures  -whicU  they  may  adopt,  wiiether  of  vengeance  or  retaliation." 

Extract  from  an  address  of  a  committee  appointed  in  Norfolk,  ioiheir  fellow 
Cit'iztiis,  dated  July  11,1807, 

*'  The  last  deed  of  savage  ferocity,  unparalleled  even  in  the  naval  annals  of 
Britain,  awakened  the  sentiment  of  ahhorrence  in  every  breast.  Every  voice 
was  loud  in  its  call  for  reparation,  commensurate  to  the  insult ;  British  indolence 
and  barbaiity  had  reached  the  neplus  ultra.  They  had  tiie  unblusliing  effrontery 
to  claim  the  rights  of  liospitality,  while  their  hands  were  crimsoned  and  smoking 
with  the  blood  of  your  countrymen;  even  at  the  instant  they  had  declared  war, 
in  sight  of  those  simres  from  which,  not  many  years  past,  their  discomfited  and 
recreant  myrmidons  were  driven  with  disgrace  ;  in  sight  of  those  monuments,  which 
fill  your  breasts  with  a  liojy  and  inspiring  admiration  for  the  valor  and  triumphs 
of  your  forefathers.  The  nation  was  unexpectedly  plunged  into  war,  and  your- 
selves the  first  exposed  to  its  ruthless  blast.  The  choice  of  tame  submissioL  or 
resistance  was  forced  on  your  consideration  ;  with  one  voice  you  declared  that 
your  ancestors  had  wrested  their  rights,  their  liberties,  and  independence,  from 
the  gufFocating  grasp  of  British  tyranny,  by  tlie  sword  j  and  that  you,  their 
posterity,  had  resolved  with  it  to  defend  and  to  perpetuate  the  hallowed  patri- 
mony." 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Ciiisens  of  New  York,  July  2, 1807. 

"  Having  received,  with  the  most  lively  indignation,  autlientic  information, 
that  on  the  22d  ult  an  attack,  unwarranted  by  thte  known  usages  of  nations,  and 
in  violation  of  our  national  rights,  was  made  off  the  capes  of  Virginia,  on  the 
United  States'  frigate  Chesapeake,  commodore  Barron,  by  his  Britannic  paajesty's 
armed  ship  the  Leopard,  captain  Humphreys  :  the  citizens  of  New-Vork, 
assembled  in  general  meeting,  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to  express  their  opinions 
on  this  fresh  outrage  offered  to  their  national  sovereignty  by  the  navy  of  Great 
Britain. 

''  Resolved,  that  we  consider  the  dastardly  and  unprovoked  attack  made  on 
the. United  States'  armed  ship  Chesapeake,  by  his  Britannic  majesty's  si)ip, 
the  Leopard,  to  be  a  violation  of  our  national  rights,  as  atrocious  as  it  is  im,- 
jprecedenttd." 
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Last  in  the  long  list,  let  me  take  the  liberty  of  offering  to  the 
world  the  sentiments  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  in  town  meetings 
held  in  the  court-house. 

Boston,  July  iO,  1807. 

"  Whereas  it  appears  by  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  President  of  the  United 
State.'?,  that  a  most  wanton  and  cruel  outrage  has  been  coinmitted  upon  the  United 
States'  frigate  Chesapeake,  by  the  British  ship  of  war  lieopard,  io  which  our 
citizens  have  been  wounded  and  murdered,  and  the  flag  of  our  nation  insulted  and 
violated.  And  whereas  it  is  the  duty,  as  well  as  right,  of  the  citizens  of  a  free 
country  to  express  their  readiness  to  support  the  constituted  authorities  in  the 
measures  they  may  adopt  for  national  redress  of  an  injury  so  barbarous  in  its 
nature^  and  so  unprecedented  in  its  execution  :    therefore, 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  late  aggression,  committed  by  a  British  ship 
of  war  on  a  frigate  of  the  United  States,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  taking  from 
her  by  force  a  part  of  her  crew,  was  a  wanton  outrage  upon  the  persons  and  lives 
of  our  citizens,  and  a  direct  attack  on  our  national  sovereignty  and  independence  ; 
that  the  spirited  conduct  of  our  fellow  citizens  at  Norfolk  on  this  occasion,  before 
the  orders  of  government  could  be  obtained,  was  highly  honorable  to  themselves 
and  to  the  nation, 

"  Resolved  unanimously.  That  tKj=3  the  Jirm,  dignified,  and  temperate  police/ 
adopted  by  our  executive  at  ikis  rmjiinentous  crisis  is  entitled  to  ovnr  most  cordial 
mpprobalion  and  support.  r 

"  Res'  Ived  unanimously.  That  with  all  onr  personal  influence  and**  exertions 
we  will  aid  and  assist  the  constituted  authorities  in  carrying  tlie  proclamation  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  every  particular,  into  full  and  effectual 
execution. 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  though  we  unkc  with  our  government  in  wishing 
most  ardently  for  peace  on  just  and  honorable  terms,  yet  Q^  we  are  readj? 
cheerfully  to  co-operate  in  any  measures,  however  serious,  w;ucti  tbey  may  judge 
necessary  for  the  safety  and  honor  of  our  country,  and  will  support  them  with 
eur  lives  and  fortunes." 

Besides  the  above  meeting,  there  was  another  held  in  Boston-, 
at  Faneuil  Hall,  on  the  16th  July,  1807,  at  which  John  Coffia 
Jones,  esq.  acted  as  moderator.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Harrison 
Gray  Otis^  Wm.  Eustis,  Christopher  Gore^  Charles  Jones,  John 
C.  Jonesy  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  Jonathan  Mason,  and  John  War- 
ren, esqrs.  were  appointed  a  committe  to  prepare  a  report,  which 
contained  the  following  resolutiona — 

Resolved,  that  we  consider  the  unprovoked  ffttack  made  on  the  United  Stated 
armed  ship  Chesapeake,  by  the  Bristish  ship  cf  war  Leopard,  a  wanton  outrage 
apon  the  lives  of  our  fellow-citizecs,  a  direct  vio':ation  of  our  national  honor,  and 
an  infringement  of  our  national  rights  and  sovereignty^^ 

Resolved",  that  we  most  sincerely  approve  the  procl  mation,  and  the  firm  and 
dispassionate  course  of  policy  pursued  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
we  will  cordially  unite  with  our  fellow-citizens  in  affording  effectual  support  to 
such  measures  as  our  govermnent  may  further  adopt,  in  the  present  crisis  of  oib' 
affairs. 

To  those  unacquainted  with  the  soteHmity  and  regularity  of 
the  proceedings  in  Boston  town  meetings,  it  may  not  be  improp* 
er  to  state,  that  there  is  probably  no  town  in  the  world  whose 
public  meetings  are  conducted  with  more  propriety  and  deco* 
fom— aod  Uiat  these  resolutions  may  be  regarded  &&  full  and  j» 
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fkir  an  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  the  citizens  of  the  town 
as  ever  was  given. 

1  have  already  ojBfered  a  few  reflections  on  the  charge  of 
French  influence,  so  universally  alledged  against  Mr.  Jefferson, 
and  so  generally  believed  by  the  federalists  throughout  the  un- 
ion. At  the  period  of  passing  these  resolves,  he  had  been  in 
office  six  yeai's  and  four  months,  out  of  eight  years  of  his  presi- 
dency. And,  behold,  the  town  of  Boston,  after  so  long  an  ex- 
perience of  his  conduct  in  this  dignified  and  arduous  office, 
passes  on  him  the  highest  encomiums  for  his  ''firtn^  and  dispas- 
sionate course  of  policy  ^^  at  a  crisis  of  the  utmost  delicacy.  W  hat 
ft  contrast — what  a  contradiction  between  this  panegyric  and 
the  never-ending  abuse,  the  remorseless  virulence,  with  which 
he  has  been  assailed  from  that  period  to  the  present,  in  that 
town,  by  men,  the  major  part  of  whom  were  probably  at  the 
meeting,  and  concurred  in  this  vote  of  approbation !  Alas !  alas  I 
what  a  poor,  miserable,  contemptible,  senseless  animal  is  man! 
To  how  little  purpose  is  he  endowed  with  that  proud,  distinct- 
ive  faculty,  called  reason,  of  which  he  makes  so  little  use  ! 

It  is  due  to  justice,  and  to  the  spirit  of  impartiality  which  I 
have  studiously  labored  to  preserve  throughout  this  work,  to 
State,  that  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  Chesapeake,  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton, the  British  consul  at  Norfolk,  had  made  repeated  oflSciai 
demands  of  these  four  seamen,  which  demands  were  repelled  by 
the  officers  on  board  the  Chesapeake,  with  the  concurrence  and 
approbation  of  the  cabinet  at  Washington.  This  refusal  led  to 
the  orders  issued  by  admiral  Berkley,  then  at  Halifax,  to  Cap- 
tain Humphreys,  to  take  the  men  by  force. 

It  i&also  due  to  justice,  to  state,  that  as  these  men  had  enter- 
ed voluntaiily  on  board  the  Chesapeake — ^and  as  G  reat  Britain 
steadily  refuses' to  surrender  foreigners  who  enter  her  vessels 
Toluntarily — the  claim  made  for  these  four  sailors  w  as  not  justi- 
fied or  warranted  by  her  own  practice.. 

The  following  account  of  three  of  the  four  men  thus  seized,  is 
textracted  from  a  letter  written  by  commodore  Baron,  to  the  sec- 
letary  of  the  navy,  ahd  dated  April  7th,  1812.  It  arose  from 
the  requisition  of  the  British  Consul  at  Norfolk  for  the  delivery 
•f  these  persons^ 

*' William  Ware;  pressed- from  on  board  the  brig  Neptune^  captain  Ci  afts,  by 
the  British  frigate  Melampus,  iu  tae  bay  of  Biscay,  and  has  served  on  board  the 
»aid  frigate  fifteen  montJis. 

"•  WiUiara  Ware  is  a  native  American,  bom  on  Pipe  creek,  Frederick  county, 
state  of  Maryland,  at  Ftuce'j  mills,  and  served  his  time  at  said  mills.  He  alsb* 
liv{=>d  at  ElHcotl's  mills,  near  Baltimore,  and  drove  a  waggon  several  years  b»- 
tw^'en  llagerstown  and  BaUimorCi  He  also  served  elghtef;n  .months  on  board  the- 
€Jiiited  Slates'  frigate  Chesapeake,  under  the  command  ofcomnjQdoreMorrisautt 
ti&plaitt  Jaiiies  Barroa.    He  is  ap  indigtn-lQi&liii?g  mas. 
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♦•'Darnel  Mariin  was  pressed  at  the  same  time  and  place.  He  13  a  native  of 
Westport,  in  Massachusetts,  about  thirty  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Newport, 
Rhode-Island  ;  served  his  time  oi  t  of  New- York,  with  captain  Marrowby,  in  the 
Caledonia  ;  refers  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Davis,  merchant,  anUMr.  Benjamin  Corce, 
of  ^Vestport.     He  is  a  colored  roan. 

*' John  Strachan,  born  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  Queen  Ann's  county, 
between  Centerville  and  Queens-town ;  refers  to  Mr.  John  Price,  and  — —  Pratt, 
Esq.  on  Kent  Island,  who  know  his  relations,  Stracfaaa  sailed  in  tiie  brig  Martha 
Bland,  captain  Wivill,  from  New  York  to  Dublin,  and  from  thence  to  Liverpool. 
He  there  left  the  brig  and  shipped  on  board  an  English  Guinearaan.  He  was 
pressed  on  board  the  Melampus  off  cape  Finisterre :  to  better  his  situation,  he 
consented  to  enter,  being  determined  to  make  his  escape  when  opportunity  offered. 
He  served  on  board  the  frigate  two  yeais.  He  is  a  white  man,  about  five  fe^t 
€even  inches  high. 

*'  William  Ware  and  John  Strachan  have  protections.  Daniel  Martin  says  he 
lost  his  after  after  leaving  the  frigate." 

While  the  American  mind  was  festering  under  the  atrocious 
outrage  perpetrated b}^  Capt,Hujiiphr8ys,  the  British  government 
issued  a  proclamation,  directing  the  search  for,  and  seizure  ot 
British  subjects  on  board  neutral  merchant  vessels,  of  which  I 
subjoin  the  two  principal  paragraphs. 

"  For  the  better  execution  of  the  purposes  of  this  our  royal  proclamation,  w& 
do  authorise  and  command  all  captains,  masters,  and  others  commanding  our  shipr 
and  vessels  of  war,  to  stop  and  make  stay  of  all  and  every  such  person  or  persons 
(being  our  natural  born  subjects)  as  shall  endeavor  to  transport  or  enter  themselvea 
into  the  service  of  any  foreign  state,  contrary  to  the  intent  and  command  of  this 
our  royal  proclamation,  and  to  seize  upon,  take,  and  bring  away  all  such  persons 
as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  found  to  be  employed  or  serving  in  any  foreign  merchant 
ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid  ;  but  we  do  strictly  enjoin  all  f  uch  of  our  captains, 
masters,  and  others,  that  they  do  permit  no  man  to  go  on  board  such  ships  and 
vessels  belonging  to  states  at  anaity  with  us,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  upon,  taking 
and  bringing  away,  such  persons  as  aforesaid,  for  whose  discreet  aBd  orderly 
demeanor,  the  said  captains  cannot  answer  ;  and  that  they  do  take  especial  care 
that  no  unnecessay  violence  be  done- or  offered  to  the  vessel,  or  t^the  remainder 
of  the  crew,  from  out  of  wliich  such  persons  shall  be  taken. 

♦'  And  in  case  of  their  receiving  information  of  any  such  person  or  persons  being 
employed,  or  serving  on  board  any  ship  of  war  belonging  to  such  foreign  state, 
■feeing  a  state  at  amity  with  us,  we  do  authorise  and  coouanand  our  captains, 
masters,  and  others  commanding  oar  ships  of  war,  to  require  of  the  captain  or 
commander  of  such  foreign  ship  of  war,  that  he  do  forthwith  release  and  discharge 
such  person  or  persons,  being  our  natural  born  subject  or  subjects  ;  and  if  such 
release  and  discharge  shall  be  refased,  then  to  transmit  information  of  such  refusal 
to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  squadron  under  whose  orders  such  captain  or 
commanders  shall  be  then  serving ;  which  information  the  said  commander  in  chieL 
is  hereby  strictly  directed  and  enjoined  to  transmit,  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
to  our  minister  regiding  at  the  seat  of  government  of  that  state  to  which  the  said 
foreign  ship  of  war  shall  belong,  to  demand  reparation  for  the  injury  done  to  us 
hj  the  unwarrantable  detention  of  our  natural  bom  gulQects  in  the  f  ervice  <tf  * 
afereigiv  state." 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

Blockade  of  the  Coast  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest.     Berlin  Decree. 

Instead  of  redressing  the  grievances  of  which  our  merchantf 
so  loudly,  and  so  eloquently,  and  so  justly  complained,  the  Brit- 
ish government,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1806,  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  celebrated  Charles  James  Fox,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion, blockading  the  coast  of  Germany,  Holland,  and  France, 
from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  extending  to  about  800  miles.  There 
never  was  an  adequate  force  stationed  to  effect  a  legal  blockade 
of  a  third  part  of  the  coast  included  within  the  proclamation. 

The  French  government,  exasperated  at  this  offensive  and 
tlnjustiSable  measure,  retaliated  on  Great  Britain  by  the  noto- 
rious Berlin  decree,  whereby  the  whole  of  the  British  domin- 
ions were  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  although  a  sin- 
gle French  vessel  of  war  hardly  dared  to  shew  itself  on  the 
«eas ! ! ! 

Imperial  decree  declaring  tlic  British  Jsles  in  a  state  of  Blockade. 

Imperial  Camp,  Berlin,  Nov,  21,  1806. 
Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French,   and  King;  of  Italy,  considering: 
1 .  That  England  does  not  admit  the  right  of  nations,  as  universally  acknowledg- 
ed by  all  civilized  people  ; 

I'.  That  she  declares  as  an  enemy  CTery  individual  belonging  to  an  enemy 
state,  and  in  consequence  makes  prisonor?  of  war^  not  only  of  the  crews  of  armed 
vessels,  but  those  al«.o  otmerchnni  vessels,  and  even  the  supercargoes  of  the  same  j 

3.  That  she  extends  or  applies  to  merchant  vessels,  to  articles  of  commerce, 
and  to  the  property  of  individuals,  the  right  of  conquest,  which  can  only  be  applied 
or  extended  to  what  belongs  to  an  enemy  state  ; 

4.  That  she  extends  to  ports  not  fortified,  to  harbors  and  mouths  of  rivers,  the 
right  of  blockfide,  which,  according  to  reason  and  the  usage  of  civilized  nf^^^,^ 
applicable  only  to  strong  or  fortified  ports  ;  ^SJL^ 

5.  That  she  declares  places  blockaded  before  which  she  has  not  a  single  Vessel 
of  war  ;  although  a  place  ought  not  to  be  considered  blockaded  but  when  it  i«  so 
invested  as  that  no  approach  to  it  can  be  made  without  imn)inent  hazard  :  that 
she  declares  even  places  blockaded  which  her  united  forces  would  be  incapable  Of 
doing,  such  as  entire  coasts,  and  a  whole  empire  ; 

6  That  this  unequalled  abuse  of  the  right  of  blockade  has  bo  other  object  th^n 
to  interrupt  the  communicatioa  of  different  nations,  and  to  extend  the  commerce 
and  industry  of  England  upon  the  rain  of  those  of  the  continent ; 

7.  That  this  being  the  evident  design  of  England,  whoever  deal?  on  the  continent 
in  English  merchandize  favors  that  design  and  becomes  an  accomplice  ; 

8.  That  this  conduct  in  England  (worthy  only  of  the  first  ages  of  barbarisln) 
has  beneSted  her  to  the  detriment  of  other  nations  j 

9.  That  it  being  right  to  oppose  to  an  enemy  the  same  arms  she  makes  use  of ; 
to  combat  as  she  does ;  when  all  ideas  of  justice,  and  every  liberal  sentim^t 
(the  result  of  civilization  among  men)  are  disregarded  : 

We  have  resolved  to  enforce  against  England  the  usages  which  she  has  conse- 
crated in  her  maritime  code. 

The  present  decree  shall  be  considered  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the  empire, 
tiQtil  Englaiid  has  acknoi^ledged  Uiat  ik9  ri§kU(/n(ur  are  the  saxoe  od  land  as  a£ 
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fta  ;  that  it  cannot  be  extended  lo  any  private  property  whatever,  nor  to  persons 
who  are  not  military,  and  until  the  right  of  blockading  be  restrained  to  fortified 
places  actually  invested  by  competent  forces. 

Article  1.  The  British  islands  are  in  a  state  of  blockade. 

2.  All  commerce  and  correspondence  with  them  is  prohibited.  Consequently, 
allletters  or  packets  written  in  England,  or  to  an  Englishman,  7vrilttn  in  the 
English  language^  shall  not  be  despatched  from  the  post-offices  ;  and  shall  be 
seized. 

3.  Every  individual,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  of  whatever  rank  or  condition 
who  is  found  in  countries  occupied  by  our  troops  or  tho?e  of  our  allies,  shall  be 
made  prisoner  of  war. 

4.  Every  ware-house,  all  merchandize  or  property  whatever,  belonging  to  an 
Englishman,  are  declared  good  prize. 

5.  One  half  of  the  proceeds  of  merchandize  declared  to  be  good  prize,  and  for- 
feited as  in  the  preceding  articles,  shall  go  to  indemnify  merchants  who  have  suf- 
fered losses  by  the  English  cruisers, 

f,.  No  vessel  coming  directly  from  England  or  her  colonies,  or  having  been 
t'lere  since  the  publication  of  this  decree,  shall  be  admitted  into  any  port, 

7.  Every  vessel  that  by  a  false  declaration,  coutravenes  the  foregoing  diiposi- 
tion,  shall  be  seized,  and  the  ship  and  cargo  confiicated  as  English  property. 

8.  [This  article  states,  that  the  councils  of  prizes  at  Paris  and  at  Milan  shall 
have  recognizance  of  what  may  arise  in  the  empire  and  in  Italy  under  the  present 
article.] 

9.  Communications  of  this  decree  shall  be  made  to  the  kings  of  Spain,  Naples, 
Holland,  Etruria,  and  to  our  other  allies,  whose  subjects,  as  well  as  ours,  are 
victims  of  the  injuries  aind  barbarity  of  the  English  maritime  code. 

10.  Our  ministers  of  foreign  relations,  ^c,  are  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  present  decree.  NAPOLEON. 

Extravagant  as  this  decree  appears,  it  is  capable  of  some  de- 
fence ;  a  defence  not  void  of  plausibility.  It  was  promulgated 
to  retaliate  the  blockade  of  a  great  extent  of  coast,  of  which,  as  I 
have  stated,  two-thirds  were  not  invested  by  any  force  whatev- 
er. And  it  cannot  be  denied  that  if  the  blockade  of  a  single 
port  three  miles  in  extent,  much  more  a  long  line  of  coast,  with- 
out a  force  to  support  it,  be  legal,  the  blockade  of  the  British  do- 
minions, or  even  of  a  whole  continent,  without  a  force,  is  like- 
wise legal.  And  I  am  persuaded  that  Capt.  Boyle's  celebrated 
blockade  of  the  British  dominions,  was  quite  as  legal  and  defen- 
sible, as  the  late  blockade  of  such  ports  of  the  United  States  as 
had  no  naval  force  stationed  before  them. 

So  far  as  respected  American  vessels,  the  Berlin  decree  was 
DDt  enforced  for  twelve  months.  This  is  a  most  important  fact, 
and  is  not  asserted  lightly.  It  stands  on  respectable  authority, 
to  which  no  objection  will  lie.  This  authority  is  Alexander 
Baring,  Esq.  member  of  the  British  house  of  commons. 

'  No  condemnation  of  an  American  vessel  had  ever  taken  place  under  it  ;  and  so 
little  did  the  French  privateers  interfere  with  the  trade  of  America  with  this  coun- 
try, that  the  insurance  on  it  has  been  very  little  higher  than  in  time  nf  profound 
peace  /while  that  on  ti)e  American  trade  with  the  continent  of  Europe  has  at  the 
same  time' been  doubled  and  even  trebled  by  the  conduct  of  our  cruisers."* 

*  ''  Enquiry  into  the  causes  and  consequences  of  the  orders  in  council ;  and  an 
examiaatioa  of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  to^rarda  the  neutral  commerce  of  A- 
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Besides  the  above  authority,  I  annex  an  official  proof  of  my 
position : — 

Paris.  Nov  12,  1807. 

Sir — It  was  not  till  yesterday  that  I  received  from  Mr.  Skipwith  a  copy  of  the 
decree  of  the  council  of  prizes,  in  the  case  of  the  Horizon.  This  is  the  first  un- 
friendly decision  qftknt  body  under  the  decree  of  the  2[st  of  Nov.  laon.  Jn  this 
case,  and  on  the  petition  of  the  defendant,  the  court  lias  recommended  the  restor- 
ation of  the  whole  cargo.  1  did  not  however  think  proper  to  join  in  asking  as  a 
favor,  what  I  believed  inyself  entitled  to  as  a  right.  I  subjoin  a  copy  of  my  note 
to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  And  am,  sir,  ^c. 

JOHx\  ARMSTRONG. 

Nr.  Madison,  S(C. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Orders  in  Council  of  November  Mth,!  807.     Milan  Decree. 

As  a  retaliation  for  the  preceding  Berlin  decree,  were  issued 
the  orders  of  Nov.  11,  1807,  whereby  aH  neutral  vessels,  bound 
to  France,  or  her  dependencies,  or  to  any  port  from  ^Yhich 
British  vessels  vv  ere  excluded — and  further  all  vessels  furnished 
with  Fr^.ich  consular  certificates  of  the  origin  of  the  cargoes, 
were  declared  liable  to  seizure  and  condemnation.  This  meas- 
ure, so  destructive  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United 
Slates,  was  predicated  upon  our  acquiescence  in  the  Berlin  de- 
cree of  November,  1806,  twelve  months  anterior,  although  that 
decree,  as  I  have  stated,  had  not  been  enforced  against  our 
commerce,  and  of  course  we  had  no  right  to  remonstrate  against 
it.  There  did  not,  therefore  exist  that  acquiescence  which . 
could  have  warranted  this  high-handed  outrage. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  judge  correctly  on  the  subject  of 
these  celebrated  orders,  I  annex  a  copy  of  them  at  full  length. 

At  the  Court  of  the  Qiiee7i's  Palace,  tfie  llth  of  November,  1807, 
present,  the  King^s  most  excellent  Majesty  in  council. 

"V^hereas  certain  orders,  establishing  an  unprecedented  s}'stem  of  warfare  again;jt 
tliis  kingdom,  and  aimed  espeeialjy  at  the  destiuction  of  its  commerce  and  re- 
sources, were  some  time  since  issued  by  the  government  of  France,  by  which  "the 
Biitish  islands  were  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade  ;'"  thereby  subjecticg  to 
capture  and  condeaanrtion  all  vessels  with  their  cargoes,  which  stiould  continue  to 
trade  "with  his  maje.-^ty's  dominions  :    ■ 

And  whereas  by  the  same  orders,  "  all  trading  in  English  merchandize  is  prohib- 
ited :  and  every  article  of  merchandize  belonging  to  England,  or  coming  from  her 
colonies,  or  of  her  manufacture,  is  declared  lawful  prize." 

And  whereas  the  nations^in  alliance  with  France,  and  under  her  control,  wera 
required  Ic  give,  and  liare  given,  and  do  give,  effecj.  to  such  orders  : 

merica.     By  Alexander  Baring,  esq  M.  P."  London,  published  Februarr,  ISO'S. 
Republished  in  Philadelphia,  by  Bradicrd  and  Insieep. 
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And  w'hfreas  bis  majesty's  order  of  the  7th  of  January  last,  has  not  answered  the 
iic>-ired  purpose,  either  of  compelling  tiie  enemy  to  recal  those  orders  or  of  in- 
ducing neutral  nations  to  interpose,  with  etfect  to  obtain  their  revocation  j  but, 
GU  the  contrary,  the  same  have  been  recently  enforced  with  increased  rigor  : 

And  whereas  his  majesty,  under  these  circumstances,  finds  himself  compelled  to 
tat  e  further  measures  for  asserting  and  vindicating  his  just  rights,  and  for  sup- 
porting that  maritime  power  whicli  the  exertions  and  vaior  of  his  people  have, 
under  the  blessing  of  providence,  enabled  him  to  est  iblish  and  maintain  ;  and  the 
maintenance  of  wnich  is  not  more  essential  to  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  his 
majesty's  dominions,  than  it  Js  to  the  piotection  of  such  states  as  still  retain 
their  independence,  and  to  the  general  intercourse  and  happiness  of  mankind.. 

His  majesty  is  therefore  pleased,  by  and  v/ith  the  advice  of  his  privy  council, 
to  order,  aud  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  the  ports  and  phiccs  of  France,  and.  her 
allies,  or  of  any  other  coiudry  at  war  nith  his  m:jesiy,  and  all  other  ports  or  places 
rn  Europe^  from  ivhich,  although  not  at  nar  niith  ktx  majesty,  thi  British  fiug  is 
excluded,  and  all  ports  or  places  in  the  colonies  belonging  to  his  majesiy''s  enemies, 
shc'.ll  ff'om  henceforth,  be  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  in  point  qf  trade  and 
7iaiiguiion,  nith  the  exceptions  hfrdn  fte.r  men'ioned,  as  if  the  same  were  actually 
blockaded  by  his  mnjesly''s  ruival forces,  i7i  the  mist  strict  and  rigorous  manner. 
Aiid  it  is  hereby  further  ordered  and  declared,  that  all  trade  in  articles  which 
are  of  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  said  countries  or  colonies,  shall  be 
deemed  and  considered  to  be  unlawful ;  and  that  every  vessel  trading  from,  or  to 
the  said  countries  or  colonies,  together  with  goods  and  merchandize  on  board,  and 
all  articles  tfthe  produce  or  inanufaclure  of  the  said  countries  or  colonies,  shall  be 
capfured  and  condemned  ab  pri-re  i)  the  captors. 

But  although  his  nntjesty  would  be  fully  ju^itified,  by  the  circumstances  and  con- 
siderations aboved  recited,  in  establishing  such  a  system  of  restrictions  with  res- 
pect to  all  the  countries  and  colonies  of  his  enemies,  without  exception  or  quali- 
fication ;  3'et  his  majesty,  being  nevertheless  desirous  not  to  subject  neutrals  to 
any  greater  inconvenience  than  is  absolutely  inseparable  from  the  carrying  into 
effect  his  majesty's  just  determination  to  counteract  the  designs  of  his  enemies, 
and  to  retort  upon  themselves,  the  consequences  of  their  own  violence  and  in- 
justice ;  and  being  yet  willing  to  hope  that  it  may  be  possible  (consistently  with 
that  object)  still  to  allow  to  neutrals  the  oppoi  tunity  of  furnishing  themselves 
with  colonial  produce  for  their  own  consumption  and  supply  ,  and  even  to  leave 
<ypen,'for  the  present  SUCH  TRADE  WITH  HIS  MAJESTY'S  ENEMIES 
AS  SPIALL  BE  CARRIED  ON  DIRECTLY  WITH  THE  PORTS  OP  HIS 
MAJESTY'S  DOMINIONS,  OR  OF  HIS  ALLIES,  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

His  majesty  is  therefore  pleased  farther  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered, 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  subject  to  capture  or  condemnation 
any  vessel,  or  the  cargo  of  any  vessel,  belonging  to  any  country  not  declared  by 
this  order  to  be  subjected  to  the  restrictions  incident  to  a  state  of  blockade, 
which  shall  have  cleared  out  with  such  cargo  from  some  port  or  place  of  the  coun- 
try to  which  she. belongs,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  or  from  some  free  port  in 
his  majesty's  colonies,  under  circumstances  in  which  such  tradn  from  such  free  port 
is"  permitted,  direct  to  some  port  or  place  in  the  colonies  rf  his  mnjcsty^s^nemies,  or 
frcm  those  colonies  direct  to  the  country  to  rvhich  such  vessel  belongs,  or  to  some 
free  port  in  his  majesty's  colonies,  in  such  cases,  and  with  such  articles,  as  it  may 
be  lawful  to  import  into  such  free  port ;  nor  to  any  vessel,  or  cargo  of  any  vessel, 
belonging  to  any  country  not  at  war  tviih  his  mijedy  which  shn.ll  /V'  re  cleared  out. 
from  some  port  or  place  in  this  kingdom,  or  from  Gibraltar  or  Mdia.  umhr  sv.ck 
reguliti'>ns  as  his  majesty  may  think  fit  to  prescribe,  or  from  any  port  heloiiging  ^o 
his  m-^jesty's  allies,  and  shall  be  proceeding  direct  to  the  port  specified  in  her 
.clearance  ;  nor  to  any  vessel,  or  the  cargo  of  any  vessel,  b  'loriging  to  any  ciuri- 
try  not  at  war  with  his  majesty,  which  shall  be  coming  from  any  po'  I  or  p'acv  in 
Europ«%  which  is  declared  by  this  order  to  be  subject  to  the  restriction^  iticident 
to  a  state  of  blockade,  DESTINED  TO  SOME  PORT  OR  PLACE  iN  EU- 
ROPE BELONGING  TO  HIS  MAJESTY,  and  which  shall  be  on  her  voyage 
di  reel  thereto;  but  these  esceptions  are  not  to  be  understood  as  excepting  from 
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capture  or  confiscation  any  vessel  or  goods  which  shall  be  liable  thereto  in  rcspe^ct 
of  having  entered  or  departed  from  any  port  or  place  actually  blockaded  by  Ins 
jnajesty^s  squadrons  or  ships  of  war,  or  for  being  enemies'  property,  or  for  ariy 
other  cause  than  tlie  contravention  of  this  present  order. 

And  the  coramandfrs  of  his  majesty's  ships  of  war  and  privateers,  and  other 
vessels  acting  under  bis  majesty's  commission,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  instructed, 
{owarn  every  vessel  which  shall  have  commenced  her  voyage  prior  to  any  notice 
of  this  order,  and  shall  be  destined  to  any  port  of  France,  or  of  her  allies,  or  6t 
any  other  country  at  war  with  his  majesty,  or  to  any  port  or  place  from  which 
the  British  flag,  as  aforesaid,  is  execluded,  or  to  any  colony  belonging  to  his  ma- 
,7esly's  enemies,  and  wliich  shaJ)  not  have  cleared  out  as  is  herein  before  allowed, 
to  discontinue  her  voyage,  and  to  proceed  lo  some  port  or  place  in  this  kingdom, 
or  to  Gibraltar  or  Malta.  And  any  vessel  which,  after  having  been  so  warned, 
or  after  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  been  afforded  for  the  arrival  of  information 
of  this  his  majesty's  order  to  any  port  or  place  from  which  sh*»  sailed,  or  whicli, 
after  having  notice  of  tliis  order,  shall  be  found  in  the  prosecution  of  any  voyae^f 
contrary  to  the  restrictions  contained  In  this  order,  shall  be  captured,  and,  to 
getber  with  her  cargo,  condemned  as  lawful  prize  to  the  captors. 

And  whereas  countries  not  engaged  in  the  war  have  acquiesced  in  the  orders  of 
France,  prohibiting  all  trade  in  any  articles  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  liij 
majesty?  dominions  }  and  the  merchants  of  those  countries  have  given  countt- 
n:xnce  and  effect  to  those  prohibitions,  by  accepting  from  persons  styling  then.  •- 
selves  commt  rcial  agents  of  the  enemy,  resident  at  neutral  ports,  certain  docu- 
ments termed  "  certificates  of  origin,^''  being  certificates  obtained  at  the  ports  vl 
sliipmcnt,  declaring  that  the  articles  (if  the  cargo  artnol  of  the  produce  ormanv,- 
Jucture  of  his  truije'!ty''s  dominions,  or  to  that  fffect. 

And  whereas  this  expedient  has  been  directed  by  France,  and  submitted  to  by 
such  merchants,  as  part  of  the  new  system  of  warfare  directed  against  the  trade  rf 
this  kingdom,  and  as  the  most  effectual  instrument  of  accomplishing  the  saice  j 
and  it  is  therefore  essentially  necessary  to  resist  it. 

His  majesty  is  therefore  pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council.  i<i 
order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  if  any  vessel,  after  reasonable  time  shall 
have  been  afforded  for  receiving  notice  of  this  his  majesty's  order,  at  the  port  or 
place  from  which  such  vessel  shall  have  cleared  cut,  shnll  he  found  carrying  anv 
such  certificate  or  document  as  (foresaid,  or  any  document  referring  tn^  or  authent'- 
eating  the  same,  such  vessel  shall  be  adjudged  lawful  prize  to  the  captors,  to 
getber  with  the  goods  laden  therein,  belonging  to  the  person  or  persons  by  whom, 
or  on  who5e  behalf,  any  such  document  was  pul  on  boartl. 

And  the  right  honorable  the  lords  commissioners  of  his  majesty'*  treasury,  his 
majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
and  the  judges  of  the  high  cOurt  of  admiralty,  and  courts  of  vice  admiralty,  are 
to  take  the  necessarj  measures  herein,  as  to  them  shall  respectively  appertain. 

W.  FAWKENER. 

The  preceding:  orders  were  assigned  by  Napoleon  as  a  rea- 
son for,  and  justification  of,  the  Milan  decree,  of  which  I  sub- 
mit a  copy ;  although  i*  somewhat  deranges  the  plan  of  this  part 
of  my  work.  But  T  prefer  srroiriinp:  these  three  documents  to- 
gether, for  the  ease  an'i  convenience  of  the  reader, 

IMPERIAL  DECREE. 

Rejoinder  to  his  Britannic  m^jeFfv''s  Order  in  Council  of  the  1 1  th  November ^  1807. 
At  our  Royal  Palace  at  Milan,  December  17,  1807. 

Napoleon,  emperor  of  the  French^  king  of  Italy,  and  protector  of  the  Rhenish 
confederation. 

Observing  the  measures  ad'>ptpd  by  the  British  government,  on  the  Uth  ^fo- 
vember  lajit,  by  which  vewels  belongii^g  to  oeutrai,  frietuUf ,  or  even  powers  <3jc 
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nliies  of  England,  are  made  liable,  not  only  to  be  searched  by  Ers^Tish  crjiaerf, 
but  to  be  ccmpulsorily  detained  in  England,  and  to  have  a  tax  laid  on  them  of  so 
much  per  cent,  on  the  cargo,  to  be  regulated  by  the  British  legislature. 

Observing  that  by  these  acts,  the  British  government  de.PMtionalhes  sliips  of 
every  nation  in  Europe ;  that  it  is  not  competent  for  any  government  to  detract 
from  its  own  independence  and  rights .;  all  the  sovereigns  of  Europe  having  in 
trust  tlie  sovereignties  and  independence  of  the  flag  ;  that  if  by  an  unpardonable 
weakness,  and  which  in  the  eyes  of  posterity  would  be  an  indelible  stain,  if  such 
a  tyranny  was  allowed  to  be  established  into  principles,  and  consecrated  by  usage, 
t!je  English  would  avail  themselves  of  it  to  assert  it  as  a  riglrt,  as  they  have 
availed  lihem^elves  of  the  tolerance  of  governments  to  establish  tlie  infamous 
principle,  t!i?.t  the  flagr>f  a  nation  does  not  cover  goods,  and  to  give  to  their  right 
orb]o;':ij.de  an  arbitrary  extension,  which  infringes  on  the  eovcreignty  of  every 
state  ;  we  have  decreed  and  do  decree  as  follows : 

I.  Every  ship,  to  whatever  nation  it  may  belong,  that  shall  have  submitted  to 
be  searched  by  an  English  ship,  or  to  a  voyage  to  England,  or  shall  have  paid  any 
tr.x  whatsoever  to  the  English  government,  is  thereby,  and  for  that  alone,  declared 
to  be  diiiatijiializcd  ;  to  iiave  forfeited  the  protection  of  its  king ;  and  to  have 
become  Eiiiiish  property. 

II.  Whether  the  ships  tlms  denationalized  by  the  arbitrary  measures  of  the 
English  government,  enter  into  onr  poi  ts,  or  those  of  our  allies,  or  whether  they 
fall  into  the  liands  of  our  ships  of  war,  or  cf  our  privateers,  they  are  declared  to 
be  good  and  lawful  prize. 

III.  The  British  islands  are  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  both  by  land 
and  sea.  Every  ship  of  whatever  nation,  or  whatsoever  the  nature  of  its  cargo 
may  be,  that  sails  from  the  ports  of  E.igland,  or  thoi?e  of  the  Englisli  colonies, 
and  of  the  countries  occupied  oy  English  troops,  and  proceeding  to  England,  or 
to  the  English  colonies,  or  to  countries  occupied  by  English  troops,  is  good  and 
lawful  prize,  as  contrary  to  the  present  decree ;  and  may  be  captured  by  our  ships 
of  war,  or  our  privateers,  and  adjudged  to  the  captor. 

IV.  These  measures,  which  are  resorted  to  only  in  just  retaliation  of  the  bar- 
barous system  adopted  by  England,  which  assimilates  its  legislation  to  that  of 
Algiers,  shall  cease  to  have  any  eSJect  with  respect  to  all  nations  who  shall  have 
the  firmness  to  compel  the  English  government  to  respect  their  flag.  They  shall 
continue  to  be  rigorously  in  force  as  long  as  that  government  dees  not  return  to 
the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  which  regulates  the  relations  of  civilized  states 
in  a  state  of  war.  The  provisions  of  the  present  decree  shall  be  abrogated  and 
null  in  fact,  as  soon  as  the  English  abide  again  by  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  which  are  also  the  principles  of  justice  and  honor. 

All  our  ministers  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree,  which 
shall  be  i  nserted  in  the  bulletin  of  the  laws. 

NAPOLEO?:. 

On  the  25lh  of  November,  1807,  an  additional  order  in  cotsn- 
cil  was  issued,  and  on  the  25th  of  March,  1808,  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment passed,  the  object  of  both  of  which  was  to  perrak  a  trade 
between  neutral  nations  (the  only  neutral  nations  then  were  the 
United  States  and  Sweden)  and  France  and  her  dependencies, 
on  the  condition  that  the  vessels  eturaged  in  it  should  enter  so7vc 
British  port,  PAY  A  TRANSIT  DUTY,  and  take  out  a  li- 
cence !  And  (lie  British  government  affected  te  regard  this  arrange- 
ment as  a  favour  conferred  on  nsuirals!!!!  This  was  fairly  cap- 
ping the  clinaax. 

It  may  not  be  iinsatisfacfory  to  the  reader,  to  state  the  dulies 
thiis  laid  on  the  exports  of  the  United  States  by  a  foreign  jja- 
tioa^    Well  might  Mr.  Baring  declare—    . 
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"  It  is  iramatorial,  whether  it  be  a  tax  on  stamps,  or  on  cotton. 
lias  been  the  subject  of  a  long  and  bloody  war." 

Goeds  allowed  to  be  bonded. 


10s  per  cwt.  or 
6s  — 


Barilla 

Bark  (Peruvian) 
Cochineal       _  -  - 

Cocoa  nuts 

C'ofFee  -  -  , 

ftinger  _  _  ^ 

<jum  Arab,  and  Senegal 
Hemp  .  _  . 

Hides  (raw) 

Jalap  >  _  . 

Indigo 

Iron  (in  bars) 
Pimento 

Pitch   .  -  --  - 

Quicksilver 
Rhubarb 

nice  -  - 

Rum  and  Spirits  single 
Do,  over  proof 
Sugar  (brown  or  Muscovado) 
Do.  (white  or  clayed) 
Tallow 
Tar 
.  Tobacco 
Turpentine  (common) 
"Wine 

■\VooJ  (mahogany) 
Cotton  - 

Timber 
Masts,  &c.  6  inches  under  S 

8 12 

12  and  upwards 

Goods  not  allowed  to  be  boi^ded,  ayid  upon  which  the  home'Consutnption  duties 

must  be  paid  on  irnportatian  : 
Anchors  49  per  cent,  on  the  value, 


8s  — 

7s  — 

10s  — 

155  — 

3s  per  hide 

(jrf  per  lb. 
2s  — 

—  per  cwt. 
2d  per  lb. 
-4s  4<Zper31  1-2  gal. 
1  s  per  ib. 
2s  — 
2s  per  cwt. 

8d  per  gal. 
Is  4d  — 
10s  per  cwt. 
14s  — 
7« 
4s   4d  per  31  1-2  gal. 

Id  1-2  per  lb. 
3s  6d  per  cwt, 
>  per  252  gals. 

I  per  ton 

9d  per  lb. 

per  50  c.  feet 
per  piece 


Cl    iS 

bs 

lOs 

l\  Is 


This  questioxJ 

$2  22 
1  35 

1  tl 

4  44 

6  20 

1   57 

2  22 

3  33 

67 

11 

4.^ 

13  32 

4 

m 

"'' 

v* 

4/i 

1.7 

30 

2  22 

3  11 

1  57 

96 

3 

78 

26  64 

4  44 

17 

5  98 

1    II 

2  22 

5  98 

11  %a  id  per  cwt. 

5s        — 
10s        — 
2g  6(2 

4s        — 


$10  65 


a 


18» 

10s 

5s 


Annatlo 

Argol 

Ashes 

Oak  bark        r 

Bread 

Butter 

Csible  and  Cordage 

Wheat 

Wheat  meal  and  Flour 

Stock-fish 

Other  fish 

Seed  Oil 

Pork 

Flax-seed        -  - 

Prize  goods  prohibited.     Goods  not  enumerated,  but  which  may  be  us^d  in  this 

ccuntrj- — on  the  present  duties  40  per  cent. 
A  letter  from  RaVibone^  Hughes  and  Duncaii^  of  Liverpool,  dated  in  the  bs- 

gjnning  of  April,  1803,  has  this  paragraph  :  ,     tt  • 

"  These  duties  to  attach  to  the  cargoes  of  all  vessels  bound  fiom  the  United 

States  to  those  ports  on  the  continent,  which  are  under  tiie  influence  of  France, 

and  arrive  in  this  cotTitry,  in  cowplfence  with  the  orelers  in  cgcucil  of  thf  lit)i 

IVoveicbe?." 


per  qr. 

per  cwt. 

2s  Gd  per  120 

4s        per  cwt. 

no  10s        per  252  gals. 

17s  6<i  per  cwt. 

Is  6i  per  56  lb. 


1  11 

2  22 

55 

90 

4  44 

4  CO 

2  22 

1   11 

53 

SO 

46  6£ 

3  92 

3.i 
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A  Synopsis  of  part  of  the  Effects  of  these  Duties. 

A  cargo  of  cotton,  of  1080  bales,  of  300  lbs.  each,  which  is  about  the  commort 
"^veiglit,  paying  9d  sterling  per  'b.  in  England,  would  amount  to  the  precise  sum 
of  50,000  dollars.  Tiie  same  cargo  of  cotton  at  14  1-2  cents,  the  average  price  ior 
line  Ijouisiana  cotton,  would  not  cost  at  New-Orleans  more  than  43,500  dollars. 
Thus  the  expoiter  would  have  to  pay  6,500  dollars  in  London,  as  a  duty  for 
liberty  to  proceed  to  the  continent,  more  than  the  original  cost — to  this  might  be 
added  the  various  other  charges  of  tonnage,  4'c.  amounting  to  about  200i)  dollars 
more. 

A  cargo  of  tobacco  may  be  said  to  consist  of  400  hogsheads — for  the  sake  oi 
round  numbers,  we  will  suppose  each  hogshead  only  to  weigh  1000  lbs.  and  the 
account  stands  thus — 400,000  lbs.  Tobacco,  alld  1-2  sterling  per 
pound,  is /2,500  sterling,  or  $11,100  00 

Tonnage,  at  12s  per  ton  on  400  tons,  is  12\Q  sterling,  or  1,065  00 

J.igtit  money  and  various  other  charges  and  Jtttendant  expenses, 
would  amount  to  800  00 


Amount  of  tribute  on  a  cargo  12,965  00 

Of  the  80,000  hogsheads  we  generally  exported,  about  12,000  were  consumed 
in  the  British  islands.     The  rest  went  to  the  continent.     Put  them,  as  before,  at 
1000  lbs.  each,  and  what  is  the  amount  of  tribute  on  this  single  article  p 
68,0'jO  hogsheads  tobacco,  weighing  each  1000  lbs,  is  68,000,000  lbs.   at  Id  1-3 
sterling  per  pound,  is  Z425,000,  or  $  1,998.000  OO 

170  ships'  tonnage,  &c.  at  2000  dollars  each  340.000  00 

Amount  of  annual  tribute  on  tobacco  2,338,000  00 

A  ship  would  cany  about  from  3000  to  3500  barrels  of  flour  j  say  for  the  sake 
■of  calculation,  6000  cwt.  g 

6,000  cwt.  at  55  fterling  per^wt.  amounts  to  il500,  or  '  $  6,660  oO 

Tonaage  and  charges,  as  above  1,865  60' 

Amount  of  tribute  on  one  cargo  of  flour  8,525  60 

A  ship  load  of  fish  would  cost  about  3500  or  4000  dollars,  inclndtfig  the  dt^jes 
and  charges.* 


CHAPTER  XXfll. 

The  orders  in  council  of  November  11,  1807,  defended  hy  Ameri" 
cans.  Founded  on  the  untenable  plea  of  American  cmquiescence 
iii  tJie  Berlin  Decree.  Enquiry  into  their  causes  and  conse- 
quences hy  A»  Baring,  Esq.  M.  P, 

Pernicious  as  were  the  orders  in  council  to  the  most  vital 
interests  of  the  United  States — degrading  as  was  the  condition 
of  paying  a  transit  duty  in  English  ports — and  unjust  and  ua- 
founded  as  was  the  allegation  on  which  these  orders  were  pee- 
dicated,  there  were  defenders  of  them  in  this  country — Ameri- 
cans born.  Among  the  number  were  men  in  high  and  elevated 
stations,  possessing  a  great  degree  of  public  confidence  and  po- 

*=  For  all  these  statements  je>d  calculations.  I  am  indebted  to  JCJiles'  Weekly. 
Sffjster^  vol.  3,  page  79, 
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litical  influence.  It  is  a  most  singular  fact,  that  tbe  cause  Qf 
Ecglaiiii  has  been  far  more  abJy  supported  in  our  debates,  and 
7D  our  political  speculations  aad  essays,  than  in  London  itself. 
There  is  no  man  of  character  or  standing  in  society  in  thatcily, 
or  ID  the  British  prallatnenty  that  has  attempted  to  deny  the 
jtnagEitade  of  our  v.rongs.  The  minisiry  and  their  friends  have 
palliated  their  prDcesdings  by  the  niiserabe  plea  of  necessity — 
and  of  retaliation — a  plea  that  Barbarossa,  or  Koulikan,  or  Bo- 
naparte, could  v/ith  equal  JListJce  advance.  But  such  respecta- 
hle  men  as  the  RoscceF,  the  Whitbreads,  the  Barings,  have  be- 
stowed on  the  outrageous  measures  of  their  goYernment,  the 
/iiost  unqualified  reproba'tion.  I  have  it  not  in  my  po^ver  at 
p:-:-:ent  to  refer  to  the  debates  in  parliament.  But  I  perfectly 
>veil  recollect,  and  such  of  my  readers  as  have  access  to  them 
•svii!  see  at  once,  that  the  rectitude  of  the  conduct  of  our  govern- 
inant,  and  its  mild  endeavors  to  procure  retlress,  have  received 
the  most  unequivocal  encomiums  from  some  of  the  most  illustri- 
ous charactes-s  in  Great  Britain. 

The  respectabiiitv  of  Mr.  Alexander  Baring  is  .1  matter  of 
public  notoriety  throughout  the  commercial  v.orld.  There  is 
110  man  in  England  more  attached  to  the  honor  and  the  inter- 
ests of  his  country,  His  testimony  has  been,  as  I  have  said, 
uniformly  borne  in  our  favor,  and  against  the  enormous  injustice 
of  the  orders  in  council — and  as  it  cannot  fail  to  have  a  weight 
proportioned  to  his  talents,  integrity,  and  character  I  shall  very 
freely  quote  from  such  an  unexceptionable  source. 

The  orders  in  council  of  Nov.  11,  1807,  were,  as  we  have 
seen,  predicated  upon  our  acquiescence  in  tlie  Berlin  decree, — 
Mr.  Baring  having  stated  the  fact,*  that  this  decree  not  having 
been  put  into  oi)€ration  against  our  commerce,  we  had  had  no 
right  to  remonstrate  against  it,  proceeds, 

"  Unless,  therefore,  his  majesty *d  ministers  have  some  information  of  which  the 
public  is  not  possessed,  and  which  contradicts  the  very  clear  evidence  the  pubhc 
do  resets,  we  must  coaclade  that  the  sjsertion  in  the  orders  in  council  that 
America  had  been  ?uilty  of  that  acquiescence  in  tlie  decrees  of  France,  which 
was  to  draw  down,  atid  has  drawn  down  upon  her,  our  menaced  retaliation,  rj^  is 
totally  void  of /oiiridatiGn.'^f 

The  fidlacy  of  the  allegation  of  an  acquiescence  in  the  Ber- 
lin decree  having  been  proved,  Mr.  Baring  thus  accounts  for 
the  Milan  decree,  which  was  the  offspring  of  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil of  November  11,  1&07. 

"  If  what  has  been  stated,  be  correct,  that  our  orders  in  council  are  not  jasfi- 


cuted."t 

*  See  page  12!.  +  Baring's  Enquiry,  page  70.  X  Ibid. 
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_  The  following  masterly  analysis  of  the  orders  in  council  is 
taken  from  Mr.  Baring's  pamphlet. 

*'  All  trade,  directly  from  America  to  every  p^rt  and  country  at  war  nitk  Great 
Brit  tin,  or  from  nhich  tke  British  flag  is  excltcded,  is  totally  prohibited  In  this 
genpral  prohibition,  every  part  of  Europe,  with  the  exception  at  present  of  SyvedeUy 
is  included:  and  no  distinction  whatever  made  between  the  domestic  produce  of 
America,  and  that  of  tke  colonies,  re-exported  from  thence  !  !  ! 

*'  The  trade  from  America  to  the  colonies  of  all  nations,  remains  unaltered  by 
the  present  order.  America  may  export  the  produce  of  her  onn  country,  but  that 
ef  TV)  other,  to  Sweden. 

"  With  the  above  exception,  all  articles,  whether  of  domestic  or  colonial  pro- 
duce, CEported  by  America  to  Europe,  mv^t  be  landed  in  this  country  [EnglandJ 
from  whence  it  is  intended  to  permit  their  exportation,  under- such  regulations  as 
shall  be  hereafter  determined, 

''  By  these  regulations  it  is  understood  that  duties  are  to  be  imposed  on  all  arti- 
cles so  re  exported  But  it  is  intimated  that  an  exception  will  be  made  in  favor  of 
such  as  are  the  produce  of  the  United  States,  cotton  excepted. 

"  Any  vessel,  the  cargo  whereof  shall  be  accompanied  with  certificates  of 
French  consuls  abroad,  of  its  origin,  shall,  together  with  its  cargo,  be  liable  ta 
seizure  and  condemnation.'^-  * 

It  is  here  proper  to  make  a  solemn  pause.  The  subject  d"^* 
serves  the  deepest,  the  most  serious  reflection.  Let  us  examine 
this  sketch,  drawn  by  a  masterly  hand,  beyond  the  r«ach  of 
suspicion.  Let  us  consider  the  despotic,  the  lawless  claims  it 
8sserts — the  prostrate,  the  base,  the  despicable  state  it  places  the 
commerce  and  the  rights  of  a  sovereign,  an  independent,  and 
unoffending  nation — a  nation  whose  trade  was  of  incalculable 
importance  to  the  power  thus  daring  to  legislate  for  us,  and  de- 
stroy our  dearest  rights  of  sovereignty,  When  this  is  all  fairly 
and  duly  weighed,. let  us  correctly  appreciate  the  conduct  of  so 
many  Americans,  who  have  asserted  with  a  zteal  worthy  of  a 
good  cause,  that  England  "  has  really  done  our  commerce  no 
essential  injury  ff  Tlie  annals  of  the  world  can  produce  no- 
thing more  indefensible — nothing  more  astonishing. 

The  end  proposed  by  the  British  government  in  this  stupen^ 
dous  project  of  usurpation^  is  thus  ably  sketched. 

"  U^  The  Americans  are  to  bring  to  this  country  all  the  produce  of  their  owt^ 
and  aii  that  of  our  enemies^  col'snies,  which  they  cxpirt  to  Europe.  VVe  are  here 
to  form  a  grand  emporium  of  the  costly  produce  of  Asia  and  America,  which  is 
to  be  dispensed  to  the  different  countries  of  Europe,  under  such  regulations  as  we 
may  think  proper,  I  suppose,  according  to  tbeir  good  behavior,  [j;^  Taxes  are 
U  be  raised  from: the-  consumers  on  the  continent  ;  and  they- are  lo  be  contrived 
with  such  judicious  skill  as  to  secure  our  own  We&t  India  planters  apreference  to 
those  of  Cuba  and  Martinique."! 

*'  The  American  mercliant,  with  the  best  intentions  of  trading  legally,  cannot 
always  kqow  what  this  country  permits  ;  for  we  admit  that  upho'ding  a  general 
principle  which  we  never  enforce,  we  may  and  do  vary  our  permission  to  neutrals 
under  it  as  we  please.  Supposing  him  in  this  respect  not  liable  to  error,  he  is  ex- 
posed to  unjust  decisions  in  our  vice  admiralty  courts — a  danger  of  no  common 
magnitude,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  assertion  of  lord  Hawkesbury  in  the  house  of 

*  Baring's  Enquiry,  page  12.    f  Mr.  Pickering's  letter  to  gov.  Salliran^  page  I2i 
t  Baring's  Enquiry,  page  16. 

M  2. 
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commons,  the  29th  of  April,  1801,  that  of  318  appeals  from  tkest  courts,  bnlv  35 
of  the  condemnations  nere  confirmed. ''^^ 

What  a  hideous  picture  of  the  rapacity  and  piratical  proceed- 
ings  of  the  British  privateers  is  here  exhibited  !  It  is  not  unfair 
ib  sappose  that  of  the  number  of  vessels  captured  and  brought  iu 
for  adjudication,  one-tomth  were  cleared  in  the  West-Indies. 
Admitting  tliis  calculation,  the  whole  number  of  captures  em^ 
br  j:  cJ  ra  the  statement  of  Lord  Haw  kes  bury,  was  probably 
.V  :r'.,>h    a  boat  100  were  cleared  in  the  West  Indies — 

'  sTiued  there,  and  afterwards  cleared  in  Great 
^  y    3^  really   and  bona  fide   lawful  prize — so 

^^^  .^^  ...  ..i   jat  of  every  tweive  vessels  brought  in  for  trial, 

Eleven  were  unjustly  captured  I 

*\  If  we  had  mr>;atain-d  -ind  defended  this  doctrine  boldly  and  fairly  against  all 
naticns,  g:ood  arguments  in  favor  of  it  could  not  be  wanting.  But  wlien  we  have 
Mnifonnlj  yit.dedit,  and  indeed  forborne  to  claim  it,  rrjo  can  it  be  contistent 
*oi\-^  "i'i^^^Snanimity  or  good  policy,  to  bring  itfofhTard  now,  BECAUSE 
ii^'infi  ^^^^/A'/iVG  NEUTRAL  HAS  A  DEFENCELESS  COM- 
MJLkCE  ?  fjiys  If  such  cowardly  injustice  is  to  be  one  of  our  resource  in  these 
trymg  ttmes,  nhen  elevation  of  sentiment  and  pJ  national  character  are  more  than 
ever  nonUd  the  meaas  and  strength  of  this  powerful  empire  are  indeed  strangely 
misunderstood.  "* 

♦'  This  decision  [in  the  case  of  the  Essex,  Orrae,]  although  the  distinction  was 
not  made  to  catch  the  common  eye,  was  well  known  to  embruce  the  whole  foreign 
pade  of  America,  excepting  that  in  her  own  produce.  It  circulated  rapidly 
among  our  cruisers  and  privateers  ;  Q;;jo  and  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  the  seas 
■A-ere  cleared  of  every  American  skip  ttiey  could  find^  which  now  crowded  our  ports 
for  trial  ;  y-Eid  our  West  India  merchants  were  gratified  by  neutral  insurance  an# 
freights  _being  at  least  doubled  by  this  ingenious  discovery,  "f 

"  This  decision  laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  complaints  of  America  of  our 
vexatious  measures  against  her  trade,  ag  it  introduced  a  totally  new  line  of  con- 
Hnct  towards  it ;  and  that  change  produced  the  non-importation  act  at  wliich  we 
affect  so  much  indignation."^ 

*♦  Nor  was  the  injury  to  the  Americans  confiaed  to  the  application  of  these  newr 
and  vexatious  principles  ;  for  our  privateers,  apprehending  little  danger  of  being 
made  answerable  for  their  error,  were  not  disposed  to  make  nice  distinctions  ;  but 
j^ljs  detained. and  sent  in  every  vessel  they  met  with,  under  the  most  frivolous 
pretences  j  in  which  they  weie  also  encouraged  by  the  expectation  of  actual  war. 
Of  the  extent  to  which  this  was  carried,  toqae  idea  may  be  formed,  when  it  is 
stated,  that  cargoes,  wholly  of  American  prMuce,  and  of  the  produce  of  neutral 
countries  trading  with  America,  were  captured,  and  even  brought  t«  trial. ''^ 

"  \Xj^  '^^^  owners  of  privateers  are  in  the  daily  practice  of  bringing  in  valu^ 
ble  cargoes,  and  offering  immediately  to  j-elease  tiiera  for  one  or  two  hundred 
guineas  Tiiey  sometimes  require  a  much  larger  sum.  The  London  merchant  is 
either  obliged  to  acquiesce  in  THIS  INIQUITOUS  ROBBERY,  or  let  his  cor- 
respondent fcuffer  the  more  expensive  vexations  which  it  is  unfortunately  in  th© 
power  of  these  people  to  inflict. "|j 

**  The  naeasurss^  resorted  to  by  Amei-ica,  imder  the«e  circumstances  of  provo» 
station,  were  certainly  of  rj;j=»  the  mildest  species  of  hostility,  and  such  as  eri. 
d?ntly  showed  a  desire  of  peace.  A  law  was  passed  prohibiting  the  importatioa 
of  certain  articles  of  British  raanafacture ;  by  which  a  demonstration  of  comffle> 
oial  warfare  was  certainly  intended.  But  it  is  such  as  every  independent  natioB, 
oven  in  time  of  peace,  has  a  right  to  resort  to  without  giving  offence :  and  if  the 

"f  .Baring's  Enquiry,  page  4X        *  Idem,  page  47.        f  Idem,  page  50. 
i  kleia,  page  51. '  S  HBm,  pages  57  and  J8,         II  I^em.  ^age  Ifi-. 
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coaimerce  of  America  were  to  be  materially  inteipupted,  a  reduction  of  her  im- 
portation of  European  articles  became  indispensable.  This  law  after  difiVrent 
su3peiision3,  is  not  yet  repealed.  Of  its  wisdom,  as  a  commerciai  meisure,  there 
may  be  doubts ;  but  rj^  as  an  annoyance  of  our  trade,  for  the  purpose  of  ea'> 
forcing  a  respect  for  taeirs,  we  have  no  right  to  complain  of  it."* 

'♦  If  we  had  treated  the  commerce  of  America  witli  sincerity,  instead  of  mo- 
lesting it,  as  we  have  seen,  rr^  BY  A  RSPE  riTION  OF  THE  MOST  DIS- 
GRACEFUL CHICANE,  tiidt  commerce  would  have  suffered  less,  and  our  own 
ends  would  have  been  answered.  Such  an  appe  li  io  the  good  s^nse  of  that  coun- 
try, would  certainly  have  been  less  likely  lo  produce  war  than  the  sophistry 
with  which  they  have  been  treated,  aud  of  which  every  man  in  it  must  detest  the 
folly  "f 

"  For  so  extensive  an  injurv  to  a  country  rrj=  WHOSE  RIGHT  OF  INDE- 
PENDENT SOVERElGNtV  WAS  ViOt^ATED.  AND  WHOSE  COM- 
MERCE WAS  DESTROYED  BY  THIS  PROCEEDING,  it  would  have  been 
ill  vain  to  search  for  authorities  or  precedents  any  where. "| 

We  have  seen  that  French  consular  certificates  of  the  origin 
of  the  cargo  of  a  vessel,  by  the  orders  in  council,  subjected  both 
vessel  and  cargo  to  condemnation.  On  the  iniquity  of  this  fea- 
ture of  the  orders,  Mr.  Baring  remarks : — 

"  We  in  many  cases  require  foreign  articles,  imported  into  this  country,  to  be 
accompanied  by  certificates  from  our  consuls  abroad.  Nothing  can,  therefore,  be 
more  frivolous  ti-.an  the  assertion  of  our  right  lo  complain  of  the  acquiescence  of 
American  merchants  in  the  regulatioiv  of  France  respecting  certiUcatej  of  ori- 

I  hope  the  reader  will  attend  to  the  consequences  of  this  fea- 
ture of  the  orders  in  council.  Let  it  never  be  forgotten.  It  is 
worthy  of  being  borne  in  eternal  remembrance.  If  they  had 
no  other  oilious  feature,  this  would  be  sufficient  to  disgrace 
them,  and  their  authors  and  abettors.  Suppose  Mr.  George 
Cabot,  Mr,  James  Lloyd,  jun.  Timothy  Pickering,  Commodore 
Dale,  or  any  other  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  send  a  vessel 
to  sea,  oTVTied  by  himself,  manned  with  American  sailors,  and 
loaded  with  American  productions — ^bound  for  the  solitary  cor- 
ner of  Europe,  Sweden,  which  was  not  interdicted  by  the  orders 
in  council — suppose  her  provided  vn\h  a  French  consular  cer- 
tificate of  tlie  origin  of  the  cargo  :  and  finally  to  close  our  sup- 
positions, suppose  her  carried  into  London  by  a  British  priva- 
teer— and  brought  before  Sir  William  Scott  for  adjudication. — 
She  would  most  assuredly  be  contlemned  for  an  infringement 
OF  THE  LAW  OF  NATIONS,  ifi  hdng provided  with  a  French  consular 
certificate  ! ! !  What  an  awful  mockery  of  justice  in  those  who 
prescribed — what  a  shameful  prostration  and  baseness  of  mind 
in  those  who  preached  submission  to — such  a  lawless  regulation, 
calculated  to  "/w^  upon  the  unprotected  prroperty  of  a  friendly 
,pQwtrr\ 

*  Baring's  Enquiry,  page  59.     f  Idem,  page  63.     \  Idem,  page  64. 
\  Idem,  page  66,  |j  See  Bogton  Memorial,  page  73»  8w  erfu 
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*•  The  comprehensive  nature  of  the  injury  which  America  must  suffer  from  oor 
system,  by  leaving  no  class  of  its  population  unafFected  by  it,  affords  little  hope 
of  the  interference  of  any  for  the  preservation  of  peace.  The  great  interest 
which  a  country  Mtill  possessing  the  means  of  independence,  should  feel  in  the 
preservation  of  ours,  q^  will  be  lost  in  the  more  immediate  and  perceptible  con- 
sequences of  our  folly  <tud  injustice."* 

**  The  new  orders  were  of  a  description  to  produce  a  revolntion  in  the  whole 
roramerce  of  the  world — and  a  toial  derangement  of  those  mutual  rights  and  re- 
lations by  which  civilized  nations  have  hitherto  been  connected. "f 

"  It  must  be  evident  from  the  whole  tenor  of  our  proceedings,  that  commercial 
interest  has  been  our  moving  principle  throughout ;  that  r^^  every  demonstra- 
tion of  the  slightest  hostility  on  tke  other  side,  has  originated  in  our  attempts  to 
advance  that  interest  in  violating  the  rights  and  interests  of  others ;  and  that 
ny='  if  we  are  at  last  called  upon  to  take  up  arms,  it  is  on  ©ur  part  a  quarrel 
iibout  sugar  and  coflfee,  and  not  in  support  of  national  honor. ":{ 

**  rry='  The  consequences  of  such  a  state  of  things  must  produce  ruin  to  every 
*Ia3S  aad  description  of  persons  in  America ;  and  they  are  so  obvious,  so  inevita- 
ble, that  one  cannot  avoid  thinking,  that  they  must  have  occurred  to  the  fraraers 
of  this  new  system."} 

♦*  To  make  this  limitation  of  neutral  trade  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  it  is 
not  suflScient  that  it  should  be  asserted  by  one  power, — It  must  likewise  be  ad- 
mitted by  others  ;  whicli  is  so  far  from  having  been  the  case,  that  in  all  our  dis- 
cussions about  neutral  rights,  we  have  not  only  never  obtaine<l  from  any  nation  a 
recognition  of  this  rule,  hut  [j^  it  does  not  even  appear  to  have  been  at  any 
time  seriously  insisted  upon." II 

^  "  What  can  then  be  tlie  otTJect  of  holding  op  this  rule  [of  1756]  a?  the  palla- 
dium of  our  maritime  rights,  or  why  has  it  lain  so  long  dormant  ?  Instead  of 
America  being  accused  of  a  disposition  of  encroachment  hostile  to  our  dignity,  in 
refusing  to  admit  into  the  law  of  nations,  a  principle  which  has  neither  been  ad- 
mi  tted°  by  or  enforced  towards  others,  are  w€  not  rather  ourselves  wanting  to 
our  own  dignity  in  proclaiming  a  law  which  w«  have  never  ventured  to  defend — 
in  setting  up  a  right,  which,  by  our  own  treaties  with  foreign  nations,  we  have  our- 
selves encouraged  them  to  trample  on."^ 

*'  It  would  have  been  highly  interesting  to  know  how  many  instaaces  [of 
fraudulent  ownership]  had  been  discovered  ;  as  by  pointing  them  out  to  our  gov- 
ernment, redress  might  have  been  obtained  by  application  to  that  of  America, 
whore  strict  attentioH  to  the  character  of; her  flag  has  always  been  remarka- 
ble.'*** 

"  I  must  say,  and  I"  speak  from  consideraWe  experience,  that  the  character  rf 
the  great  body  of  merchants  in  America,  little  deserves^he  unjust  insinuations  in 
which  writers  on  this  subject  have  indulged."ft 

"  Daring  a  considerable  part  of  the  last  and  present  war,  we  have  indeed  res- 
pected the  rights  of  those  not  concerned  in  it.  ij^  But  the^conduct  even  oS 
of  France  can  furnish  few  stronger  proofs  of  a  disregard  of  them,  and  of  more 
frivolous  pretences  by  which  they  have  been  invaded,  than  may  be  found  in  our 
conduct  in  1805,  and  still  more  in  the-  recent  measures  wiiich  we  have  been  con- 
6idering.""^|! 

"If  our  ^commercial  treaties  with  Portugal  are  to  be  held  np,  as  they  have 
been,  to  the  admiration  of  statesmen,  we  cannot  fail  to  admire  the  liberal  policy 
of  America  towards  the  produce  of  our  industry,  when  we  consider  the  large  bal- 
ance which-^he  annually  pays  us,  and  our  illiberal  jealousy  of  her  intercourse  with 
other  countries,  from  which  alone  that  balance  can  be  paid.'»vj  ^    _ 

"  If  my  former,  observations  produce,  as  I  think  they  must,  a  conviction  that 
the  trade  and  property  so  sported  with,  belong  to  an  honest  neutral,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  OUR  CONDUCT  TOWARDS  IT  DESERVES  THE  NAME 
OP  THE  MOST  UNCIUALIFIED  INJUSTICE."l|!i 

*  Enquiry,  page  78.  t  Wem,  page  1 0.  X  Idem,  page  70. 

5  Idem,  page  18.  ||  Idem,  page  22.  %  Idem,  page  23. 

**  Idem,  page  32.  ft  Wem,  page  36.  tl  Wem,  page  7t. 

{\  Idem,  page  83.  |lj[  Idem,  page  57. 
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The  reader  who  compares  the  style  and  substance  of  the 
memorials,  with  Mr.  Baring's  essay,  will  find  that  concideuce, 
ti:at  cogency,  that  irresistible  conviction  which  result  from  truth 
aad  honorable  principles.  The  American  merchants,  eloquently 
and  convincingly  pleading  for  the  rights  of  their  country,  and 
Dieir  own  personal  interests,  unjustly  assailed — speak  nearly 
the  same  language,  and  make  use  of  the  same  arguments,  as 
^Ir.  Baring,  when  i)e  sought  to  save  his  country  from  the  dis- 
grace and  dishonor  of  employing  her  transcendant  naval  power 
to  overwhelm  and  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  an  unoffending 
neutral,  merely  because  that  neutral  was  not  in  a  state  to  defend 
herself. 

I  trust  that  no  apology  can  be  necessary  for  these  copious 
extracts  on  this  ail-important  topic.  The  high  standing  and 
character  of  the  writer,  as  I  have  already  observed,  and  take 
the  liberty  to  repeat,  entitle  his  sentiments  to  peculiar  attention. 
Moreover,  as  an  English  merchant,  interest,  were  he  swayed 
bv  such  a  consideration,  would  have  led  him  to  advocate  the 
orders.  But  he  had  too  high  a  regard  for  the  honor  of  his  coun- 
try, to  wish  it  to  be  sacrificed  to  paltry,  and  sordid  considera- 
tions of  interest. 

After  the  reader  has  with  the  deep  attention  the  subject  de- 
serves, perused  the  above  eloquent  defence  of  American  rights 
— exposure  of  our  wrongs — and  appeal  to  the  honor  and  justice 
of  Great  Britain,  written  by  a  high-spirited  and  noble-minded 
Englishman,  let  him  ponder  for  a  moment  on  the  conduct  of 
those  Americans  who  have  devoted  their  talents,  their  industry, 
and  their  influence  to  defend  the  outrageous  proceedings  of 
Great  Britain,  and  to  place  their  own  country  in  the  wrong! 

Whafea  humiliating  contrast ! — Mr.  Baring  pleading  the  cause 
of  the  injured  United  States  ia London — and  Mr.  Pickering  and 
hundreds  of  other  Americans  pleading  in  Boston,  New-York, 
Philadelphia  and  elsewhere  against  their  own  country,  and  in 
defence  of  British  inroads  and  British  violence ! 

The  contemplation  fills  the  mind  with  astonishment !  Not- 
withstanding the  evidence  is  so  fully  before  us,  as  to  be  irresist- 
ible, it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such  an  awful  delusion  conld. 
have  ever  existed,  and  to  such  an  extravagant  extent. 

I  aver,  as  my  calm  and  reilected  opinion  upon  this  point, 
that  it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  find  in  history 
any  parallel  case.  Enlightened  American  merchants  were  go 
far  blinded  by  party  and  faction,  as  (o  use  their  utmost  endeav- 
ors to  prevent  the  government  of  their  country  from  procuring 
redress  of  intolerable  grievances  which  bore  so  heavilv  on 
themselves! 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Embargo.     Siluaticn  ef  American  commerce.     Factious  clamor. 
Embargo  a  nrise,  prudent^  and  necessary  measure. 

I  NOW  proceed  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  embargo,  which 
was  one  of  the  most  potent  instruments  employed  to  exasperate 
and  inflame  the  passions  of  the  people  of  the  eastern  states,  and 
which  actually  prepared  a  portion  of  them  for  open  resistance 
to  the  government. 

The  justice  and  propriety  of  every  measure  depend  on  the 
circumstances  that  accompany  and  induce  it — the  motives  that 
lead  to  its  adoption — and  the  consequences  it  is  calculated  to 
produce.     Let  us  apply  these  tests  to  the  embargo. 

The  reader  has  had  the  decrees  and  orders  in  council  lai^I 
Ijefore  him  in  cxtenso.  He  has  seen  the  exposition  of  the  injus- 
tice of  the  latter  by  Mr.  Baring.  And  he  has  had  an  opportunity 
himself  of  calculating  the  effects  of  both  decrees  and  orders. 

From  a  calm  consideration  of  these  documents,  and  of  their 
inevitable  operation  on  our  trade,  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that 
had  our  vessels  sailed  in  December,  1807,  and  January,  Febru- 
ary, March,  April,  and  May,  1808,  as  freely  as  they  had  for- 
merly done,  they  would  have  universally  fallen  sacrifices; 
those  bound  to  France  and  her  dependencies,  to  British — and 
those  bound  for  the  British  dominions,  to  French  cruisers. 

This  would  have  produced  an  almost  universal  bankruptcy 
among  our  insurance  offices  and  merchants.  The  plunder  of 
our  ships  and  cargoes,  and  the  captivity  of  our  seamen,  would 
have  augmented  the  resour«es  of  the  belligerents,  and  enfeebled 
ourselves.  The  only  real  ques**ion  was,  whether  our  vessels 
should  remain  at-  our  wharves,  the  property  of  our  merchant^, 
or  be  carried  to  France  and  England,  the  prey  of  pilvateers. 
But  for  the  embargo,  there  would  have  been  such  a  calamitous 
scene  produced  as  has  rarely  occurred  in  any  nation.  We 
should  have  suffered  all  the  worst  consequences  of  war,  without 
any  of  its  compensatory  advantages.  Our  merchants  would 
have  once  more  made  "  the  welkin  ring"  with  their  complaints 
of  injury — their  eloquent  appeals  to  the  law  of  nations — their 
cjamors  for  redress — their  reproaches  of  the  government  for  its 
aupineness — and  their  solemn*  pledges  of  support.  We  should 
have  again   had  to  negociate  in  vain  for  reparation.     And  we 

*  I  had  written  *'  hollow  and  deceptions."  But  I  struck  the  words  out — how 
properly  the  reader  will  decide.  I  am  doubtful  myself  of  tha  correctuess  of  the 
alteration .  -, 
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siiould  have  been  ultimately  goaded  into  a  war,  after  havinp- 
been  defeated  in  our  endeavors  to  escape  it,  and  deprived  of  the 
most  efficient  means  for  its  prosecution. 

.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Berlin  decree  not  having  been  carried 
into  operation  against  American  vessels  ;  and  our  government 
not  having  received  an  authentic  copy  of  the  orders  in  council : 
therefore  it  was  not  justified  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
embargo.  And  thus  that  degree  of  vigilance  and  care  of  the 
interests  of  his  country  and  of  the  property  of  the  merchants, 
which  entitled  Mr.  Jefiferson  to  a  monument  from  the  mercantile 
interest,  has  been  made  the  ground-work  of  the  most  serious 
accusation ! 

There  is  no  meas'jre  of  the  general  government  from  its  first 
organization  to  the  present  hour,  more  strongly  marked  with 
wisdom,  with  foresight,  and  with  attention  to  duty,  than  this 
recoraraeadation.  There  is,  nevertheless,  no  measure  that  has 
generated  more  factious  or  senseless  clamor — more  envenomed 
prejudice — more  unblushing  misrepresentation. 

The  atrocious  case  of  the  Horizon,  which  Avas  the  first  in- 
stance wherin  the  Berlin  decree  was  carried  into  effect  against 
American  vessels,  had  previously  occurred.  Of  this  case  Mr. 
Armstrong  had  transmitted  an  account  in  a  letter  dated  Nov. 
12,  1807,  of  which  I  have  submitted  a  copy  to  the  reader.* — 
This  letter  and  the  documents  accompanying  it,  establishei?, 
beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt,  the  extreme  danger  of  our  com- 
merce from  French  depredation,  French  cruisers,  and  French 
courts. 

Of  the  deteimination  of  the  British  government  to  meet  the 
Berlin  decree  with  measures  of  equal  violence,  undoubted  in- 
formation had  been  received  b}^  our  administration  in  private 
letters,  and  even  in  the  public  papers.  The  recommendation 
of\he  embargo  took  place  on  the  18th  of  December,  1807  :  and 
UT^aw  that  day  there  had  been  published  in  tJie  National  Intelli- 
gencer the  following  paragraphfrom  a  London  peper  : 

London,  Novemler  10. 
"  A  prociamation  is  now,  weunderstacd,  in  readiness  for  his  majesty's  signature, 
declaring  France  and  tlie  whole  of  her  vassal  kingdoms  in  a  state  of  siege,  and 
n;y=»prohibiting  all  intercourse  with  her  or  them — and  all  entrance  of  vessels  i  .to 
heT-  or  their  harbors,  [n^ EXCEPT  OF  SUCH  AS  HAVE  CLEARED  LIST 
FHOM  A  BRITISH  x'ORT,  EITHER  HOME  OR  FOREIGN.'' 

Thus,  between  the  two  nations,  our  commerce  was  complete- 
ly cut  up  by  the  roots.  The  only  part  of  Europe,  except  her 
own  dominions  and  dependencies,  with  which  Great  Britain 
allowed  us  t^trade^  was  Sweden.      And  the  Milan  decree,  by 
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an  extravagance  of  despotism,  folly,  and  wickedness,  n€ver  ex- 
ceeded in  the  annals  of  piracy  and  rapine,  regarded  every  neu- 
tral vessel,  that  had  been  searched  by  a  British  cruiser,  as  ipso' 
facto  denaiionalizedy  and  liable  to  be  taken,  bound  whence  or 
where  she  might.  The  mind  is  lost  in  astonishment  at  this  nc 
plus  ultra  of  wickedness,  madness,  and  rapine.  It  was  punish- 
ing as  criminal,  an  act  perfectly  innocent — wholly  unavoidable 
— and  in  which  the  party  punished  had  been  merely  passive ! 

Under  these  circumstances,  what  prudent  merchant  would 
send  a  vessel  to  sea — liable  to  capture,  whatever  might  be  her 
destinalion  ?  For  even  if  bound  to  Sweden,  or  any  other  cor- 
ner of  Europe,  (if  any  such  there  were)  not  embraced  in  the 
scope  of  decrees  and  orders  in  council,  she  might  be  searched- 
by  an  English  privateer,  and  thus  be  subject  to  capture  by  the 
text  French  privateer  that  might  overhaul  her. 

What  course  had  a  government  to  steer,  which,  bound  io 
watch  over  the  interests  of  its  constituents,  was  sincerely  dis- 
posed to  perform  that  duty  faithfully  ?  Let  any  man  not  tram- 
meled by  faction  or  inveterate  prejudice,  calmly  consider  this 
question,  and  I  feel  most  perfectly  satisfied,  he  v/ill  reply — 
the  alternative  was,  war  against  both  nations — 'Or  a  general  em- 
bargo. 

Notwithstanding  this  plain  state  of  the  case — notwithstand- 
ing the  imperious  necessity  of  this  measure — there  was,  as  I 
have  stated,  no  act  of  the  federal  government,  since  its  first  or- 
ganization, that  excited  so  much  outcry  or  clamor.  It  was  the 
subject  of  incessant  abuse  in  all  the  federal  papers  from  New- 
Hampshire  to  Georgia,  and  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Atlantic. 
It  has  been  ten  thousand  times  reiterated,  that  it  was  unnecess- 
arily oppressive — ^that  it  was  wicked  and  tyrannical — dictated 
by  Napoleon — a  sacrfice  of  the  dearest  interests  of  the  nation 
— and,  to  cap  the  climax,  unconstitutional. 

In  times  of  faction,  the  public  possesses  a  wonderful  faculty 
of  swallowing  the  most  monstrous  and  improbable  falsehoods. — 
It  was  almost  universally  believed  in  the  Eastern  States,  that 
the  embargo  was  the  result  of  a  cmnhinati&n  heiwcen  the  Southern 
and  Western  States,  to  ruin  the  Eastern  ! ! !  I  have  repeatedly 
heard  this  assertion  made  by  men  otherwise  of  sound  minds  and 
cultivated  understandings,  and  whose  veracity  convinced  me 
that  they  did  not  attempt  deception,  but  were  themselves  de- 
ceived. This  extravagant  idea  proceeds  upon  the  miserable 
and  fatuitious  supposition,  that  the  merchant,  whose  vessels  re- 
main unemployed  at  the  wharves,  will  in  consequence  be  ruin- 
ed; but  that  the  agriculturalist,  whose  wheat,  flour,  rice,  cotton, 
naval  stores,  &:c.  stagnate  oa  his  hands,  will  thereby  suffer  no 
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injury,  or  rallier  derive  atlvantage,  although  they   fall  in  value 
30,  40,  60,  or  60  per  cent.  'Tis  passing  strange  ! 

Never  was  there  a  more  factious  or  unfounded  clamour  exci- 
ted. Never,  I  repeat,  was  a  public  measure  more  ioadly  called 
for  by  existing  circumstances,  never  one  better  timed,  and  nev- 
er one  that  would  have  produced  more  salutary  consequences, 
had  not  faction  deprived  it  of  its  etBcacy. 

I  feel  perfectly  satisJSed,  that  with  the  knowledge  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son possessed,  of  the  mighty  dangers  impending  over  our  com- 
merce, he  would  have  justly  merited  impeachment  for  a  dcre- 
Jictioii  of  his  duty,  had  he  not  recommended  an  embra'go  for  its 
j)rotection. 

,  Mr.  Pickering,  was  the  earliest,  the  most  ardent,  and  the 
most  zealous  opponent  of  the  embargo.  After  having  in  vaiu 
made  every  exertion  in  the  Senate  to  prevemtits  passing,  he  la* 
boured,  and  unfortunately  with  too  much  success,  to  excite  a 
strenuous  and  seditious  opposition  to  it  in  his  own  state,  and  in 
tlie  other  Eastern  States.  He  wrote  a  long,  elaborate,  and  ini- 
passkned  letter  against  it  to  tlie  governor  of  Massachusetts,  in 
which  he  endeavored  to  prove  the  measure  wholly  unnecessary 
— dictated  by  France — and  adopted  purely  through  hostility  to 
England,  who,  he  unqualifiedly  asserted,  "  had  done  our  com- 
merce no  essential  injury." 

To  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  embargo,  it  must  be  considered 
in  two  points  of  view,  wholly  distinct — one,  its  original  enac- 
tion— the  other  its  long  duration.  The  latter  may  have  been, 
and  I  believe  was,  an  error.  But  I  should  not  hesitate  at  this 
moment  to  submit  the  decision  of  the  question  to  Governor 
Strong,  Rufus  King,  George  Cabot,  or  James  Lloyd,  jun. 
whether  an  embargo  was  not  an  indispensible  measure,  at  a  pe- 
riod when  afl  Europe,  except  Sweden,  was  declared  in  a  state 
of  blockade  ? 

The  embargo  was  laid  on  the  23d  of  December,  1807.  Mr. 
Pickering's  letter  was  dated  Feb.  16,1808,  when  it  had  not 
been  two  months  in  operation ;  of  course  its  denunciations 
must  have  been  levelled  against  the  enaction  of  the  law — and 
had  no  reference  whatever  to  its  duration. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  sound- 
ness of  Mr.  Pickering's  denunciation  of  this  measure,  let  it  be 
observcfl,  that  at  the  diite  of  his  letter,  [CTJull  and  authentic  in- 
fowiaticnhad  anivedin  tkis  coiintn/,  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
-Berlin  decree,  and  of  the  enaction  of  the  orders  in  council,  and  of 
the  Milan  decree, 

I  dee  n  it  therefore  highly  ])roper  to  place  Mr.  Pickering's 
declarations  in  contrast  with  each  other— and  likewise  wi+h  the 
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real  state  of  affairs.  The  reader  vviii  then  be  enabled  to  decide 
the  question  correctly  himself. 

Let  me  explain  the  four  succeeding  columns.  The  first  con- 
tains a  statement  of  (he  British  depredcitions  on  American  com- 
merce, abstracted  from  the  mercantile  memorials  of  1805-G — 
the  second,  Mr.  Baring's  statement  of  the  effecis  of  the  ordei-s  in 
counci! — the  third,  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  Feb.  10,  1806, 
on  which  Mr.  Pickcrip^  voted  in  the  affirmaiivc,  and  ike  fourth, 
Mr,  Pickering's  ilndicaiicn  of  England,  Ff6. 10,  1G08. 

The  three  first  [)aragrapb3  of  the  first  column  are  from  the 
Boston  Memorial,  signed  by  James  Lloyd,  George  Cabot,  S:c. 
These  gentlemen  are  responsible  for  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the 
allegations,  in  \^hlch  the  British  government  is  almost  in  terms 
charged  with  ah sohde  piracy :  for,  according  to  I\Iessrs.  Lloyd 
and  Cabot,  and  their  friends,  they  were,  '■'•preying  npon  the  iin- 
protected  propertij  of  a  friendly  poivcr^'  which  is  but  a  mild  form 
Tof  expression  for  piracy. 

1305-6.  1808.  Mr.     PJcVcr- Mr.Picker- 

MfJMORlALS.  MR.  BARING.  ii)g's     srnti-    ii-/'scenl?- 

ment?,    Feb.    menls.Feb 


"  We  confine  ourselves  to      "  All  trade  directly  from    10,  180G.  If!,  Ib08. 

the  more  alari^ing,  because  America  to  every  port  and  — . 

'j}iore  extensive  dtUniions  Si,  cov7ih-y  at  n-ar  nith  Great  "The  cap-  "  These 
condem7irrHons  of  American  Briiair,.  or  from  nhich  the  ture  and  con- facts  dem- 
Vessels  by  Great  BiiiaxTi.''''-  British  Jhg  is  excluded,,  is  demnationun-  onstrate, 

"IVe\T  vessels,  on  t\iQ\v  ttnlly  prohibited.     In  this  <\qt  crders  of  that  altho* 
first  passage  from   the  U.  giUeral    'f^-chilition,  every  the  British  go-  England, 
States  to  Euiope,  ar-'^  sri-es-  pari  nfFAtrope,  nith  the  ex-  verriraent,  and  vvith       her 
ted,  carried    out  of   thoh' crpUonci  present  of  Sivedcn  ■id]u6iz2XiQX\%    thousand 
course,  and  injuriously  dc-  is  included :  and  no  disiinc-  of  their  courts  ship^  of  ivar 
tained  under  the  v^iratious  i'(.n  nkatcrer  is  rrjide  he-  of   admiralty,  couid  have 
pretence  of  a  coninxm'^y  oi  bcccnthcdcn:c:,lic produce  of  ol    Aoierican  destroyed 
voyage  from  the  country  or  America,  ^  L'lat  of  the  col-  vessels      and  our      coai- 
colcny  of  a  belHgerent."*    onics,       rc-cxporied    from  tl)eir  cargoes,  merce. 

"  It  cannot  become  the  f/icr.ce."*  on  the  pi-etext  SHE  HAS 

iriagnanimity  of  a  great  and  "  It  \.cu]d  probably  be  no  of  their  being  R-EALLV 
pov,'erful  nation  to  prey  up-  exaggeration  to  say  ilmtvp-  employed  in  a  DONE  IT 
C7i  the  'unprotected  property  nnrds  of  ihreefourths  of  all  trr:de  with  the  NO  ES- 
cf  a  friendly  poner.''^'^  the  mercJicnis,  seamen,  Sfc.  ennuiesof  G.  SENTiAL 
"  Kaving  totally  suppres-  en gagedin  commerce  or  aav   Britain,  prohi-  INJUE.Y.^ 

sed  the  external  commerce  igation  in  America,  have,  at  bited  in  time 

of  her  enemies,  Great  Brit-  some  time  or  other,  sitj^ered  of  peace,  i?  an  ^  Letter 
aioi  is  now  counselled  to  ap-from  acts  of  our  cruisers,  unprovoked  from  the 
propHate  to  herself  that  of  which  to  them  have  appear-  aggression  iip-  hou.  Timo- 
her friends. ''''\  ed   unjust,  and  which  fre- on  <Ae  property  thy  Pick er- 

'*  This  novel  principle  quently  must  have  been  so.  of  the  citizens  ing,  senator 
goes  to  nothing  sJiort  of  the  They  read,  it  is  true,  cf  the  of  the  United  from  Mass. 
destruction  of  nevtral  com-  pojver  of  France.  BUT  Slates-a  viola-  to  his  ex'cv 
«?erce."|  THEY    FEEL    EVERY  tion   of   their  J.  Sullivap, 

' ■ . • neutral  rights  gov,  of  said 

*  Boston  memorial.  *  Baring's  Examination,  — and  en  e:i-  stale,  dated 

f  New-York  memorial,    page  12.  crouchimnt       I  tbruarylO 

t  Philadelphia  memorial.  1308,  p.  12. 
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Mtinm-iah  —1805-6.  Mr.  Baring — 1803.        Mr. Pickering 


'•'^Every  sail  is  strdcked  DAY   THAT  OF  BlllT-  upon  their  nn- 
to  collect  the  unnaryAmeri-  A  IN."*  ^  .  iional      indz- 

e<ms,  nho  are  unsuspecting       "  By  attempting  to  con-  pendence'''''^ 

ly  cov/iding  in  what  was  Vie  fine  the  European  trade  of 

ianof  ludions.'''^*  America  to  Great  Britain,    *  Resolution 

*'  Our  vessels  and  effects,  and  by  the  avowal  of  an  in-  agreed  to  by 
to  a  large  amount,  have  tention  io  tax  that  trade  en  the  senate  of 
lately  been  captured  by  her  its  passage  to  the  continent.,  the  U.  States, 
commissioned  cruisers,  up-  ?ie  arc  returning  to  those  Feb.  10,  1806. 
on  the  foundation  of  new  principles,  to  nhick^  even  as  See  page  i09. 
principles,  suddenly  invent-  a  colony,  ihe  wouldnot  sub- 
ed.  "f  niit.     It  is  ijnmaterial^  nhe- 

*'  The  revival  of  her  dis-  ther  it  be  a  tax  on  stamps^or 
rsrded  rule  was  character-  on  cotton.  This  question 
ized  nrith  such  drcumstan-  lias  been  already  the  sub- 
ces  of  iniquity  and  violence  ject  af  a  long  and  bloody 
as  rather  to  heighten  by  the  war  ;  and  it  can  liardly  be 
contrast  the  veneration  of  supposed  that  America  will 
mankind  for  the  past  justice  now  submit  to  a  direct  at- 
of  her  tribunals."!  tack  on  lier  sovereign  and 
independent  rights,  "f 

*  Philadelphia  memorial. 

f  Baltimore  memorial.  *  Baring's  Examination, 

page  74. 
f  Idem,  page  76. 

It  is  not  for  me,  lo  reconcile  Mr.  Pickering's  sentiments*  to 
each  other — nor  to  the  tenor  of  the  Memorials — nor  to  Mr.  Bar- 
ing's correct  view  of  fiie  orders  in  conncil.  Let  it  be  observed, 
let  it  never  be  forgotten,  that  ihe  ^^  imprGvoIced  aggression'  of 

1806,  remained  unredressed  at  the  date  of  the  letter  to  Govern- 
or Sullivan,  February,  1808.  And  further,  to  this  "  unprovclced 
aggression"  of  1306,  the  orders  in  council  h^d  been  added  in 

1807,  which  more  than  quintupled  the  original  outrage.  But 
even  independent  of  this  extravagant  addition,  it  is  out  of  my 
power,  by  all  the  rules  of  logic  at  ray  command,  to  satisfy  my 
mind  how  "  tJie  capture  and  condemnation  of  our  vessels'"^ — under 
false  ''pretexts,''  and,  as  appears  by  the  memorials  cf  the  mer- 
chants, to  a  most  enormous  amount — "  the  unprovoked  aggress- 
ion upon  ihe  p'cperty  of  our  citizens"— Wiq  *'  violalim  cf  air  neu- 
tral rigltts'' — and  "  the  encroachment  upon  our  nalimial  independ- 
ence'" can  be  made  to  accord  with  the  broad,  the  sweeping,  the 
nnqualiiied  assertion  that  Great  Britain  has  '■'really  done  our 
coriimerce  no  essential  injurtj.'" 

'"'  3orae  of  the  friend?  of  Mr.  Pickering,  in  order  to  destroy  the  effect  of  the  in- 
consistency of  these  sentiments,  have  asserted  that  he  did  not  make  the  declaration 
that  "  England  had  done  our  commerce  no  essential  injurj'."  I  dare  Mr.  Pick- 
ering thu?  publicly  and  explicitly  in  the  face  of  this  nation  to  deny  it  himself,  j 
v^ledge  n^j-jeif  to  pravt:  it  ificontrovertibly.    But  he  never  will  dare  a  deniaL 


14©  THE  OLIVE  BRANCH, 

To  be  serious.  The  subject  requires  seriousness  and  sobrie- 
ty. Is  not  this  a  most  astonishing  and  never-enough-to-be-Ia- 
inented  instance  of  the  horrible  delusion  in  which  Sirong  party 
j)assions  involve  those  who  submit  to  their  guidance  ?  Can 
light  and  darkness — vice  and  virtue — seraphs  end  demons — be 
more  opposite  to  each  other  than  these  assertions  are  ?  Would 
it  not  have  been  a  most  awful  inconsisteiicy  had  they  both  been 
cotemporaneous — had  the  state  of  affairs,  at  the  period  of  mak- 
ing the  second,  been  exactly  what  it  was  at  the  j;eriod  of  nihking 
the  first?  But  what  an  immense  aggravation  does  this  incon- 
sistency receive  from  the  consideration,  that  in  Feb.  1808,  the 
first  grievances  had  been  unredressed,  and  others,  as  I  have  sta- 
ted, incomparably  more  intolerable,  been  added  ?  The  orders 
in  council  were,  in  outrage,  and  injustice,  and  infraction  of  our 
rights  of  sovereignty,  as  far  beyond  the  enforcement  of  the  rule 
of  1750,  which  was  the  ground  of  complaint  in  1808,  as  wanton 
murder  is  bejond  mere  assault  and  battery. 

Never  was  I  more  deceived  in  my  life,  than  I  am  at  this  mo- 
n^cnt,  if  every  candid  unbiassed  reader  do  not  agree  with  me, 
that  ihe  o;)position  to  the  operution  of  the  embargo,  was  factious, 
•  lisorganizing,  absurd,  and  ininolitic  in  the  extreme;  and  that 
those  who  rendered  the  law  nugatoiy  and  unavailing  have  a 
];;.;U  crime  to  answer  for  to  their  injured  country. 

To  avoid  the  pressure  of  the  embargo  and  to  hold  cut  indace- 
menls  to  our  citizens  to  violate  it,  and  to  leave  port  clandes- 
tinely, the  following  moat  extraordinary  order  in  council  was 
i^ublished  by  the  British  government. 

George  R. 

Insiructio7is  to  the  coimnoMdcrs  of  cur  ships  cf  vjar  and  privateer^. 
Given  at  our  court  at  Windsor^  tlie  lU/i  day  cf  Jpril,  1303,  in 
the  4Sth  year  of  oiir  reign. 

Our  •will  and  pleasure  is,  that  you  do  not  interrupt  any  neutral  vessel  laden 
with  lumber  and  piovisions,  and  going  to  any  of  our  colonies,  islands,  or  settle- 
ments in  the  West  Indies,  or  South  America,  to  n'lomsoercr  the  pro'imty  may  appear 
to  belong.,  and  nobnthstanding  such  vessel  may  not  have  regular  clearances  and 
documents  on  board  !  !  !  And  in  case  any  vessel  shall  he  met  with,  and  being  on 
her  due  course  to  the  alledged  port  of  destination,  an  endcrsement  shall  be  made 
on  one  or  more  of  the  principal  papers  of  sucj  vessel,  specifying  the  destination 
alledi^ed,  and  the  place  where  the  ve.'sel  was  so  visited.  And  in  case  any  vessel 
$o  laden  shall  arrive  and  deliver  her  cargo  at  any  of  our  colonies,  islands,  or 
settlements  aforesaid,  such  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  receive  her  freight,  and 
to  depart,  eitlier  in  ballast,  or  with  any  goods  that  may  be  legally  exported  in 
Euch  vessel,  and  to  proceed  to  any  utiblockaded  port  ;  notwithstandtng  the  present 
hostilities,  or  ?ny  future  hostilities  which  may  take  place.  J nd  a  passport  for 
such  vessel  may  be  granted  to  the  vessel  by  the  governor  or  other  person ,  having  Vit 
chief  civil  comimnd  of  such  alovy,  idand^  ttr  scitlanm!  ' 

G.  B» 
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TTiis  astonishing  document  demands  the  most  particular  and 
pointed  attention. — The  ministers  who  prostituted  the  name  of 
their  sovereign  by  subscribing  it  to  such  an  instrument,  merit 
and  must  receive  the  reprobation  of  every  high-minded  English- 
man, who  feels  for  the  honor  or  dignity  of  his  native  country. — 
The  world  has  never  seen  such  another  instrument.  And  I 
}>ope  there  will  never  be  another  instance  of  the  kind.  I  be- 
lieve that  this  order  alone  was  adequate  cause  of  war.  This  at 
least  is  certain,  that  many  wars  have  been  declared  upon  inli- 
iiitely  less  provocation.  What!  one  of  the  most  potent  mon- 
archs  in  the  world,  rather  than  do  justice  to  an  unoffending  na- 
tion, on  which  for  fourteen  years,  his  ministers  had  perpetrated 
the  most  flagrant  outrages,  invites,  and  tempts,  and  affords  fa- 
cilities to  its  citizens,  to  violate  the  law  b  of  their  country,  and 
openly  pursue  the  infamous  trade  of  smuggling ! 

The  subject  affords  an  ample  field  for  and  invites  to  copious 
comments.  But  I  forbear.  I  leave  it  to  the  calm  considera-- 
Uoa  of  the  candid  reader. 


CHAPTER    XXV. 

Enquirif  into  the  Consfitulionality  of  the  Act  for  cnforc^i^  tfic 
Embargo.  Compared  with  acts  passed  dining  the  presidenci/' 
of  General  Washington  and  John  Adams,  Not  so  rigorous: 
Factious  clamor.      Lameniahle  pibli^  delusion. 

The  original  embargo  act   had  been  openly  and'  flagrantljr 
violated.      The  public  prints  in  Boston  had  audaciously  and 
seditiously  invited  the  citizens  to  set  it  at  defiance.    The  British 
government  had  also,  as~we  have  seen,  added  the  allurement  of 
its  powerful  invitation.     Such  an  invitation  was  unnecessary. 
There  are  always   to  be  found  in  every  community,  men  who 
will  seek  the  shortest  road  to  fortune,  whether  through  the  dark 
paths  of  smuggling,  or  otherwise.     And  these  men  united  their 
obstreperous  brawlings,  with  the  clamor  raised  by  those  whose 
grand  object  was  to  harass  the  government,  for  the  chance  of 
regaining  the  power  they  had  lost.     Thus  was  removed  from 
the  crime  of  smuggling,  the  odium  it  deserv€d,  and  transferred 
to  an  act  calculated  to  preserve  the  property  of  the  merchants 
from  belligerent  depredation ;  an  act,   be  it  never  forgotten-, 
which  was  the  mildest  mode  of  prociffing  that  redress  for  which' 
the  mercantile  part  of  the  community  had  so  loudly  clamored— 
and  in  the  pursuit  of  which,  they  had  so  solemly  pledged  ihem^- 
satve*  ta  support  the  government ! ! !: 
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To  prevent  these  evasions,  an  act  was  passed  to  enforce  the- 
embargo.  This  was  necessarily  more  strict  and  severe  in  its 
provisions  than  the  original  act.  Meetings  were  held  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States,  denouncing  the  latter  as  oppressive 
and  unconstitutional.  A  very  numerous  and  respectable  one 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  attended  by  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  merchants,  and  a  great  number  of  other  citi- 
zens. Of  this  meeting  Commodore  Truxton  was  chairman. — • 
Sundry  resolutions  were  passed,  which  embraced  the  essence  of 
all  the  objections  raised  against  it  throughout  the  union.  I  shall 
assume  these  resolutions  as  a  text  to  reason  upon,  and  shall 
endeavor  to  refute  the  objections. 

During  the  administration  of  General  "Washington,  an  embargo 
act  had  been  passed  by  Congress.  And  during  his  administra- 
tion, and  that  of  Mr.  Adams,  various  other  acts  had  been  passed 
embracing  prohibitory  and  penal  clauses  of  a  tenor  similar  to 
those  of  the  embargo  law.  No  federalist  will  pretend  that  any 
of  those  acts  were  unconstitutional.  Some  of  their  clauses  were 
far  more  exLceptionable  than  those  of  Mr.  Jerferson's  embargo  act. 
If  therefore,  the  latter  contain  no  provision  whatever,  which  ia 
not  substantially  to  be  found  in  those  passed  during  the  admin- 
istration of  the  two  first  presidents,  I  presume  that  there  is  not 
a  canJ.d  federalist  in  the  union  who  will  hesitate  to  admit,  that 
the  clamor  against  the  former,  as  unconstitutional,  was  truly 
"  factious,  disorganising,  seditious,  and  Jacobinical." 

The  9th,  10th  and  11th  sections  were  the  most  rigorous,  the 
most  obnoxibus  ;  and,  of  course,  were  selected  by  the  Philadel- 
phia meeting^,  as  proper  subjects  of  denunciation.  I  shall  there- 
fore fairly  collate  them  with  the  corresponding  sections  of  the 
former  embargo  and  other  acts,  passed  during  the  reign  of  fed- 
eralism, to  enable  the  reader  to  form  bis  opinion  : 

Proceedings  (/  a  Mceilng  of  the  Citisens  af  Pliiladelphia,  Commodore 

Truxton  in  the  Chair. 

*•  Resolved^  That  we  consider  the  late  act  of  Congress,  commonly  called  *'  The 
enforcing  law,"  to  be  a  direct  invasion  of  the  established  principles  of  civil  liberty, 
and  of  the  espreis  provisions  of  the  constitution;  as  arbitrary  and  severe  to  a  degree 
iinnecessary,  even  to  accomplisli  the  objects  for  whicii  the  law  is  professed  to  liave 
lieen  enacted  •  as  creating  an  enormous  and  dangerous  augaientation  of  executive 
Joflaence  and  'power  ;  and  as  unnecessarily  exposing,  the  citizen  to  the  miseries  of 
civil  discord  and  cnilitary  execution.  ^ 

^^  Resolved^  That  the  9th  section  of  this  act,  which  authorises  a  niiuistenal  officer, 
mitliont  process  of  lav,  to  seize  goods  at  his  discretion,  under  a  pretence  that  A,: 
IdUves  they  are  intended  for  exportation,  or  avparcntbj  on  the  way  for  the  terri- 
tories of  a  foreign  power,  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  breach  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  which  provides,  '^thatthe  right  crthe  people  to 


due  processor  law." 
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'  ENFORCING  L.\W.' 

Signed  by  Jefferson. 

1,  '  That  the  collectors  of 
'  all  the  districts  of  the  U. 

*  States,  shall  be,  and  they 
'  are  hereby  authorised,  to 

*  take  into  their  custody  specie 
*■  or  any  articles  of  domestic 
'growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
'  facture,  found  on  board  of 
'  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat  or 
'  other  water  craft,  when 
f  there  is  reasan  to  hditvt 
'  that  they  are  intended  for 
'exportation  : 

2.  '  6r  when  in  vessels, 

*  carts,  waggons,  sleighs,  or 
'  any  other  carriage  ;  or  in 
'  any  manner  app::irently  on 
'■  their  nay  towards  the  terri- 
'  tory  of  a  foreign  nation,  or 
'  the  vicinity  thereof,  or  tc  - 
'  wards  a  place  where  such 
'  articles  are  intended  to  be 
'  exported  < 

3. '  And  pot  to  pencit  such 
'  articles  tc  be  removed,  until 
'■boad  with  sufiicieat  sureties 
'shall  have  been  given  for 
'-tlie  landing  or  the  delivery 
'  of  the  same  in  some  place  of 

*  the  United  States,  where, 
'  in  the  opinion  of  the  collect- 
'  or,  there  shall  not  be  any 
'  danger  of  snch  articles  be- 

•  \x\^  exported.'  Laws  of  the 
V.  States,  vol.  IX.  page  192, 
lect.  9.  of  the  act  to  enforce 
tiie  embargo. 


PRECEDENTS 

Signed  by  U'ashington  and  Adams. 

1.  '  That  every  collector,  naval  officer,  and  Fur- 
'  veyor,  or  other  person  especially  appnnied  by  either 
'  0,^  them  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  full  power  and' 
'  authority  to  enter  any  ship  or  vessel,  in  which  they 
'  shall  hare  reason  to  suspect  any  goods,  wares  or 
*  merchandise  subject  to  duty  shall  be  concealed, 
'  and  therein  to  search  for,  seize,  and  secure  any 
'such  goods,  ware?,  and  laercLandisi-,'  kc — See 
act  of  3 1  St  Julv,  ITJ^O,  sett,  24.  Ad  oi^th  August, 
1790,  sect.  43.    . 

'  Tiiat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  several  officers 
'  of  the  ciwtcms  to  make  seisajre  of  and  secure  any 
'  ship  or  ve.ssel,  goods,  wares  or  mercliandise  which 
'  shall  be  liable  to  seizure  by  virtue  of  this  act,  as 
'  neil  rvithmd^  as  n'Uhin  their  retpectlve  dislricls.'* — ■ 
See  sect.  26  and  50  of  the  same  act. — See  also,  act 
of  the  2d  March,  1799,  sect.  68,  70. 

'  Tirat  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  officer  of  the 
'revenue,  to  go  on  boa''d  of  any  ship  or  vessel, 
'  whether  she  shall  lie  within,  or  without  his  district, 
'  and  the  same  to  inspect,  search,  and  examine ; 
'  and  if  it  shall  appear,  that  any  breach  of  the  laws 
'  of  tiie  United  States,  has  been  committed,  ^-c. 
'  to  make  seizure  of  the  same.' — See  act  of  the  8th 
February,  1793,  sect.  27. 

'  That  any  of  the  aforesaid  articles  (arms  and 
'  ammunition)  excepting  such  of  tliera  as  ic'^-y  con- 
'[stitute  a  part  ot  the  equipment  of  any  vessel, 
'  which,  during  the  contimnnce  of  this  prokil  itiony 
'  shall  be  found  on  board  of  any  vessel  in  any  river, 
'  port,  bay,  or  harbor,  wltliin  the  territory  of  the 
'  United  States,  7vith  an  intent  to  be  exported 
'  from  the  United  States,  to  any  foreign  country, 
'  shall  be  forfeited/  &c.— See  act  of  22d  May,  1794^ 
sect.  2: 

'  That  all  goods,  ware.s,  and  merchandise  brought 
'  into  the  United  States  by  land,  contrary  to  thi? 
'  act,  shall  be  forfeited,  together  with  the  carriages^ 
'  horses  and  oxen,  that  shall  be  employed  ia  carr}'- 
'jing  tlie  same  ;  provided  nothing  herein  shall  be 
'  construed  to  extend  to  household  furniture  and 
'  clothing,  belonging  to  an;/  person,  or  person?, 
'  actually  coming  into  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
'  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  an  iauabltant,  or  in- 
'habitants  thereof.' — See  act  of  4th  August,  I7&0, 
sect.  70. 

'  Tiiat  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Fresider.t  of  the 
*  United  States,  to  give  instructions  to  the  com- 
'  roanders  of  the  public  armed  ships  of  the  United 
'■States  to  stop  and  examine  any  ship  or  vessel  of 
'ihe  United  States  on  the  high  seas,  which  there 
^vviy  he  reason  to  suspect  to  be  engaged  in  any 
'■^traffic  or  commerce  contrary  to  the  true  tenor 
'here^^f,  &£.— Act  of  Otii  February,  1799^  gect  5^ 
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On  tJie  '  Enforcing 
Law.'' 

1.  *•"  Miiiistenal  of- 
licers  are  authorised 
to  act  without  process 
of  law. 

2.  "  Ministerial  of- 
ficers may  take  goods 
into  tiieir  custody 
found  on  board  of  any 
ship  or  vessel. 


3.  "  Ministerial  of- 
ficers, without  process, 
may  seize  goods  on 
board  of  any  vessel, 
when  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  they  are  in- 
tended for  exportation. 


4.  "  Ministerial  of- 
ficers, without  process, 
may  detain  goods  ap- 
parently on  their  way 
to  be  exported,  till  se- 
curity is  given,  that 
they  shall  not  be  ex- 
ported. 

5.  "  The  power  of 
seizure  is  confined  to 
goods,  &c,  found  on 
board  of  vessels,  or 
apparently  on  tJieirmai/ 
to  be  exported.  There 
is  no  power  given  to 
any  ministerial  officer 
to  enter  any  house 
without  process." 


RExMARKS 

On  the  Precedents. 

1 .  "  Ministerial  officers  are  authorised 
to  act  without  process  of  law. 


2.  "  Ministerial  officers,  or  other  per- 
sons s-pecially  appointed  by  th€?n^  may  en- 
ter "any  ship  or  vessel,  and  seize  the 
goods  on  board,  as  well  without  as  with- 
in their  respective  districts :  and  com- 
manders of  public  vessels  may  seize 
ships  on  the  high  seas,  bound  to,  or  sail- 
ing towards  any  interdicted  French 
port,  there  being  reason  to  suspect  an  il- 
licit traffic. 

3.  "  Ministerial  officers,  or  aiiy  per- 
son appointed  hy  thein,  may  enter  any 
vessel,  in  which  they  have  reason  to  sus- 
pect goods  subject  to  duty  are  conceal- 
ed, &c.  And  if  it  shall  appear  to  them, 
tiiat  any  breach  of  the  laws  is  com- 
mitted ;  or,  (in  the  case  of  arms  and 
ammunition)  that  there  was  an  intent  t& 
export^  they  may  make  seizures. 

4.  "  Ministerial  officers,  without  pro- 
cess, may  seize  goods  apparently  on 
their  way  to  be  imported  by  land  ;  and 
vessels  apparently  on  their  way  towards 
a  French  port,  may  be  seized  by  mili-- 
tary  officers. 


5.  "  The  seizure  is  extended  to 
goods,  &c.  found  on  board  of  vessels, 
or  apparently  on  their  way  to  be  im- 
ported by  land,  and  to  vessels  on  the 
high  seas.  There  is  no  power  given 
to  a  municipal  officer  to  enter  bouses 
witliout  process." 
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Commodore  Tnixtoii's  Third  Resolution. 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  tenth  section  is  contrary  to  tlie  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
inasmuch  as  it  vests  in  the  president  a  legislative  authority  by  giving  to  his  in- 
structions, in  certain  cases,  the  force  of  law." 


'  ENFORCING  LAW.' 

*  The  porvers  gicen  to  the 

'collectors,  either  by  this  or 

'finy   other  act,  respecting 

the  embargo,  to  refuse  per- 

rnission  to  put  any  car!;o  on 

hoard  any  vessel,  boat,  or 


PRECEDENTS,  &c. 

Under  IVashington  aid  Adams. 
'  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
'  and  he  hereby  is  authorised  and  empowered, 
'  Avhenever  in  his  opinvm  the  public  srfety  shall  so 
'  require,  TO  LAY  AN  EMBARGO  on  all  siiips 
'  and  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  oi- 
'  the  ships  and  vessels  of  any  foreign  nation,  under 


cles  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting violations  of  tiie 
embargo,  sha,U  be  exercised 
in  cjjifor/iiiiy  with  such  in- 
slfuctions  as  Ike  president 
may  give,  and  such  general 
rules  as  he  may  prescribe 
for  that  purpose^  made  in 

PURStTAVCS  OF  THE  POA'ERS 

AFORESAID  ;  which  instruc- 
tions and  general  rules,  the 
collectors  shall  be  bound 
to  obey.*' — Idein,  sect.  10. 


prope 


•  IPFNT  IS  HEREBY  FULLY  AUTHORISED  TO  GIVE  ALL 
'  SUCH  0:iDEr-.S  to  the  O^FICSKS  of  the  U.  STATES 
'  AS    MAY  EE    NECESSARY  TO    CARRY  THE    SAME  INTO 

'  FULL  EFFECT.'— ::-ee  act  of  dth  June,  1794,  sec- 
'tionl. 

'  That  an  emb^.r^o  be  laid  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
^  sels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  v/hether  al- 
'  ready  cleared   out  or  not,  bound  to  any  foreign 
'  port  or  place,  except  ships  or  vessels  under  tlie 
^  immediate  directions  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States.     And  that  the  president  of  the  uni- 
ted   STATES    B3    AUTHORISED    TO    GIVE    SUCH    IM- 
STUliCTIONS  TO  THE  REVENUE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  U. 
sTATas,      AS     SHALL    APPEAR     BEST     ADAPTED    FOR 
CARRYING    THE    SAID     RESOLUTION    INTO  FULL    EK- 

'  FECT.'— Resolve  of  the  26th  March,  1792. 

'  That  the  president  of  tlie  United  States  be,  and 
'  he  is  hereby  authorised,  to  direct  the  revenue  nffi- 

*  cersy  end  the  officers,  commanding  forts  and  reve- 
'  nue  cutters,  to  aid  in  tl;    execution  of  the  health 

lares  cf  the  states,  rei^^^ziiveiy,  in  such  tnanner  as 

*  may  appear  io  him  necessary.'— Act  of  27th  May 

l  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the 
'  United  States,  if  ho  shnll  deem  it   expedient  and 

*  consistr-r.t  wit'j  the  Intpresl  o/  t;ie  Uiitled  States^ 
'  hyhii  order,  to  remit  and  ds«icouti!iue,  for  the  time 

*  being,  the  restraints  a-id  p:oaibitions  aforesaid,  ei-- 

*  ther  w.'tJi  respect  to  t:ie  French  R«.'puDlic,  or  to 

*  any   island,  Lc.  wili:  which  a  commercial  iuter- 

*  course  may  h'  safely  rea^-wed  ,  and  also  to  revoke 

*  inch  orders,  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  interest 

*  Oi  the  United  fiicce>  s'sisl!  so  require.'— Act  of  9th 
February,  17;  9.  sect.  4. 

!  T''^''^'-  '="'^"  be  Jawful  for  the  president  of  the 
'United  Sf?.tps  at  any  time  during  the  continuance 
'  o,'  this  act,  to  order  all  sucfi  aliens,  as  he  shall 
^  judge  dangerous   to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 

*  United  ijtates,  or  shall  have  reasonable  ground  Uy 
'  su^pici,  as  concerned  in  any  treasonable  or  secret 

*  ta-ic.iinations  against  the  government  thereof,  to 

*  depart  out  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
'  witiiin  such  times  as  shall  be  expressed  in  sUcU 
'  owier.'     Act  of  June  25,  17S3,  sc-ct.  I. 
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On  *  tlie  enforcins  law. 
1.  "There  is  no  le- 
gislative pov/er  given 
to  the  preside nl.  The 
constitution  declares 
that  he  shall  see  the 
laws  faithfully  execu- 
ted. Hia  ins  tractions 
are  to  be  ffivcn  in  or- 


'  And  all  marshals  and  other  oflScers  of  the  United 
'  States,  are  required  to  execute  all  precepts  and 
'  orders  of  the  president  of  the  U.  States,  i^sued  in 
'  pursuance  or  by  virtue  of  this  act.'     Idein,  sect.  4. 

REMARKS 

On  the  Precedents. 
1.  "The  president  is  empowered 
n^TO  LAY,  AND  TO  REVOKE 
EMBARGOES.  His  discretion  in  es- 
tablishing regulations,  is  only  limited 
"  to  such  as  the  ciraimstances  of  the  case 
may  require  /'  while  his  orders  niight 
be  directed  to,  and  must  be  obeyed  by, 
all  (officers  of  the  United  States  civil  and 
tier  to  execute  llie  law,  military^  he  being  constituted  Hie  sole 
not  to  7iiake  it ;  and  judge  of  what  orders  were  necessary,  to 
the  insiructions  must  carry  an  embargo  into  effect! 
be  in  pursuance  of  the  2.  "  The  president's  instructions  to 
j^o/iu^v expressly  grant-  military  and  civil  officers,  are  also  abso- 
eU  to  the  collector;^  by  lute,  without  any  limitation  by  law,  or 
the  law."  a?H/  tis€  of  civil  process,  to  aid  in  execu- 

tion of  Stale  Health  Laws  ;  to  enforce 
tlu  non-intercourse  Laws  against  France ; 
and  to  expel  aliais  from  the  country." 

Commcdore  Truxton^s  fourth  Resolution, 

^^  Rciolved,  That  the  elever-th  section  of  the  Gct  violates  a  political  and  civil 
"  right,  more  sacred  than  a:iy  constitution,  in  authorising  the  military  to  fire  upon 
*•  the  people,  v;ii'iiout  the  Sa-^Ciion  or  interposition  of  tiie  civil  autiiority,  The 
"  principle  contained  in  this  section,  if  rxczXi  furliier  extended,  might,  with  com- 
*'  petent  force,  convert  our  govercaieat  inlo  an  aii  absolute  despotism." 

'  ENFORCING  L.\W.'  ^        PRECEDENTS, 

Under  iVashingfon  and  J  dams. 
*.It  shall  be  lawful  Uw  the  *  In  every  case  arising  under  tiiis  act,  it  shall  be 
'  liiwlui  for  the  Pre^ideat  of  tlie  United  States,  or 
^  cuih  ether  person  cs  he  shall  have  empowered  for 
'  thai  purp^ce:,  to  employ  such  part  of  the  land  or 
'  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  raili- 
'tia  tiiereof,  as  shall  be  judgid  necessary,  for  tlie 
'  purpose  of  takiiig  possession  cf  end  deiainins 
'  any  siio h  pL-ip  or  vessel,  v/ith  her  prize,  or  prizes, 
'  if  ajy.  in  order  to  the  execution  of  the  penalties 
'  of  this  act,  and  to  the  restoring  of  such  prize  or 
'  prizes,  in  the  cases  in  Avhich  restoration  shall  have 
'been  adjudged  ;  and  also,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
*  verdiiig  the  carrying  on  of  any  such  expedilion  or 
'  enterprise  from  tiie  tenitories  of  the  United 
'  State:?,  against  the  territories  or  dominions  of  a 
'foreign  prince  or  state,  with  M'hom  the  United 
'  States  are  at  psace.' — Act  of  the  5th  of  June, 
1794,  sect.  7. 


*  president    of   the    Uijltsd 

*  States,  or  such  other  person 

*  as  he  shall  have  emporvercd 
*for  that  purpose,  to  employ 

*  such  part  of  the  land  c 
'  naval  forces,  or  militia  of 

*  the  United  States,  or  oi  the 

*  territories  thereof,  as  may 

*  be  judged  necessary,  in  coa- 

*  forraity  with  the  provisions 

*  of  this  and  other  acts  re- 
'specling  fie  embargo,  for 
'  the  purpose  of  preventing 

*  the  illegal  departure  of  any 
*s/iip  or  vessel,  or  of  detain- 

*  i7ig,  tuking  possession  of, 
''a/id  keeping  in  mstody  and 
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u: 


■  .^lUirditig  any  spec>  or  ar- 

*  tide  of  domestic  growtii, 

*  produce,  or  manufacture  ; 

*  and  al.'o,  for  the  purpose  of 
^precentiiig  and  ntppi'issing 
'  any  armed  or  HjIous  assern- 
'  bloge  of  persons  resisting 

*  (he  Cusiom  House  Officers 
'  in  the  exercise  nf  their  du- 

*  ties    or  in  any  manner  op- 

*  posing  the  execution  of  the 

*  laws  laying  an  enibargo,  or 

*  otliei-wise  vioLuiing  and  as- 
'  sisting  and  abetting  viola- 
'  fic7isof  tlie  same.'— Idtin, 
flection  11, 


*Tiijt  wliensvcr  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
'  shall  be  opposed,  or  the  execution   tiiereof  ob- 

*  structed  in  Any  ?tate,  by  combinations  too  power- 
'  ful  to  be  suppressed  by  tlie  ordinary  course  of  ju- 
'  dicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  power?  ve-ted  in  the 
'  marshal  by  tiii.s  act,  [the  same  powf  ri  in  execct- 
'  ing  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  sherifFs  pos- 

*  sess  for  executing  the  state  laws]  it  shall  be  law- 
'  ill!  for  tlie  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 

*  forth  the  niiJitia  of  5uch  state  or  of  any  other  itiie 
'or  state?,  as  may  beneccsiry,  tu suppress  snch 
'  comhioa?lonH,  and  to  cause  the  laws  lobe  duly  ex- 
'  ecujed,'  u.c.— Act  of  tlie  24th  May,  1792.     . 

'  Provided,  that  whenever  it  nr.-.y  be  necessary  in 

*  tise  jud^-niPut  of  the  preiident,  to  use  the  military 

*  force  hereby  directed  to  be  called  fort'i,  the  presi- 

*  dent  shall,  forthwith,  by  proclamation,  conjinand 
'  Tuch  in?ur;:,ent3  to  disperse,  and  relire  peaceably 

-.    '  to  their  respective  abodes,  within  a  limited  time.' 
— Ibid,  sect  3. 

RExAIxlRKS 

0;i  '  The  Enforcing  Law.''  On  the  Precedents. 

1.  "  In  the  'Enforcing  Law;  1.  "In  the  act  of  the  5th  of 
there  is  an  authority  given  to  Jiuie,  1 794,  the  same  provisiou 
call  out  such  part  of  the  niilita-  is  made  for  caliiug  out  the  raili- 
ry,  as  is  judged  necessary  to  tary  to  aid  in  the  execution  of 
execute  the  law.  But  it  is  not  the  law  without -«iny  reference 
true,  that  the  military  are  an-  to  the  sanction,  or  interposition, 
tliorised  expressly,  or  hy  rea-  of  the  civil  authority, 
sonable  implication,  to  fire  upon 

ilie  people^  without  the  sanction 
or  interposition  of  the  civil  au- 
thority. No  such  language  or 
meaning  can  be  traced  in  the 
Jaw. 

2.  "The  terms  of  the  ^ En-  2.  '-During  the  rcspecJivc 
forcing  Law''  authorising  a  call  administrations  oi  Washingion 
upon  the  military,  are  evident-  and  Adaim,  the  military  were 
ly  predicated  upon  the  ascer-  often  called  out  without  the  ex- 
taiiied  incompetency  cf  the  ci-  press  sanction  or  inteiposition 
vil  power  to  execute  the  law  ;  of  the  civil  auihoi-ity,  to  aid  in 
for  the  call  must  be  judged  ne-  the  execution  of  the  laws.  The 
cessary  to  eGect  the  specific  in&tances  will  occur  to  every 
purposes  of  the  lav\  :  but  if  the  man,  who  remembers  the  scenes 
custom-house  otncers  can  exe-  of  1703  and  1798. 

cute  the  law,  w  ilh  the  aid  of  tlie 
civil  process,  it  never  couid  he 
judged  necessary  to  call  out  lire 
military. 
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3,  "The  'Enforcing  Law'  s!  "  The  act  of  (he  28 Ih  of 
<loes  not  require  a  proclama-  Fe!)rt!aiy,  1 7i^5,  requires  a  pro- 
tion."  cinmallon ;  but  it  is  by  way  of 

admonition  lo  the  people;  and 
ReiUier  suspends  Llie  call,  nor 
X'he  cmp'oymriit,  of  the  milita- 
ry. Such  \>as  the  construct- 
ion of  President  WasMngton, 
under  the  previous  law,  of  a  sim- 
ilar import,  passed  in  1792."* 

To  the  candor  of  the  reader  1  freely  appeal.  Let  him  care- 
fully compare  those  various  sections  together.  Let  him  more 
particularly  observe,  that  by  the  act  of  June  4,  1794,  congress 
actually  vested  the  president  with  \^J^i\\e  power  cf  LAYING 
ANEuIBARGO,  ^'■whesievcr^  in  his  opinion^  the  public  safety 
should  require  it  ;"  which  was,  so  far  as  respects  this  important 
branch  of  legislation,  \\:j^an  actual  surrender  cf  the  legislative 
power  into  the  hands  cf  the  executive  magistrate — and  tliat  they 
iikev.ise  conferred  on  him  authonty  " /o  ffzic  such  orders  as 
might  he  necessary  to  ciirry  into  effect,^  the  law  which  he  hud,  of  his 
own  mere  motion  the  '■'■  legislative  power"*  to  enact. — When  he  has 
duly  pondered  on  these  circumstances — when  he  has  fully  as- 
certained that  Mr.  Jefferson's  embargo  act  in  no  instance  ex- 
ceeded, and  in  many  fell  far  short  of,  the  rigor  of  former  laws — 
will  he  not  be  lost  in  amazement,  how  it  was  possible  so  to  ex- 
cite the  public  passions,  respecting  this  necessary  measure,  as 
to  actually  endanger  the  permanence  of  the  union  ?  for  it  is  an 
indubitable  fact  that  insurrection  and  rebellion  were  tlireatened 
— and  it  has  been  repeatedly  asserted,  and  confidently  believed 
that  the  tenth  congress,  through  apprehension  of  that  issue  alone, 
repealed  the  embargo  act. 

I  ought  not  to  omit,  that  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  act- 
nally  passed  an  act  making  the  enforcement  of  some  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  embargo  law  criminal,  and  attaching  to  it  certain 
penalties.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  procure  the  act,  or  to  state 
i!s  details.  Bat  of  its  existence  there  is  not  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt. 

*  Tlic  vTPole  of  till?  compnrI:on  of,  a*  well  as  the  remrirtcs  upon,  these  acts.  ?ire 
tiVen  froin  ?.  pamphlet,  publJslicd  in  Pbiladelphiri,  in  1«09,  and  rntitled  "  The 
Con^tilulJoaaHty  of  the  Embargo  Lsws  estabijjlied  bv  Prcccdcn'," — ag  lumio":' 
and  uur.aj.vcrable  an  essay  as  evtr  publis'^ed. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Patriotic  Proceedings.^ 

1  AMNEX  a  few  specimens  of  the  style  and  substance  of  (he 
'Resolutions  and  legislative  remarks  upon  the  embargo — in  order 
to  satisfy  the  reader  that  I  have  not  exaggerated  the  deplorable 
and  disgraceful  phrenzy  of  the  public  mind. 

Extrad/rom  the  resolutions  of  the  town  of  Gloucester,  January  12^,  1809. 

**  Resolved,  That  we  will  mutually  watch  and  protect  what  little  property  w« 
feave  still  left — that  we  will  use  zWlanfuljneaus '  to  arrest  disturbers  and  break- 
ers of  the  peace  or  such  others  as  may,  (und^r  pretence  »/  authority  from  govern- 
ment) go  armed  by  night,'  or  utter  any  menaces,  or  threatening  speeches,  to  the 
fear  and  terror  of  the  good  people  of  this  town  j  and  that  we  will  ever  hold  in  ab- 
horrence pimps,  and  spies,  and  night-walkers,  who  strive  to  fatten  on  the  spoils  of 
their  suffering  fellow-citizens. 

^''Resolved,  That  to  our  state  government  ne  look /or  council,  protection  an4 
rcUtf,  at  this  awful  period  of  general  calamity.''^ 

Extract  from  the  resolutions  of  the  torvn  of  Bath,  December  27,  1803. 

'*  Resolved,  that  we  have  hitherto  borne  with  silence  the  severe  pressure  ef 
■  these  ruinous  laws  [embargo  laws] — and  although  we  now  deem  it  our  duty  to  speak 

^nithfirmness  and  decision  our  ddestation  of  them,  and  the  policy  which  gave  rise  to 
them,  we  will  still  keep  down  the  spirit  of  indignation  which  swells  within  us  at 
the  endurance  of  them  j  and  will  conduct  toward  the  national  government  and  its 
teveral  officers  with  suitable  deference  and  moderation  ;  that  we  do,  however, 
despair  of  obtaining  any  redress  of  these  grievances,  from  that  government,  while 
its  principal  offices  are  filled  as  at  present ;  and  that  our  only  hope  is  that  the 
state  governments,  by  their  remonstrances  and  resolutions,  may  have  more  influ- 

'  cnce  in  effecting  this  object,  than  the  petitions  and  memorials  of  individuals  and 
towns.     '  > 

*^  Resolved,  therefore.  That  a  respectful  address  be  forwarded  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  this  town  to  the  legislature  of  this  conamonwealth  j  stating  to  them 
the  wrongs  and  grievances  we  already  suffer,  and  the  fearful  apprehecsions  we  ex- 
perience of  speedily  having  our  calamity  increased  by  tke  addition  of  still  m«re 
restrictive  and  arbiti-ary  laws ;  expressing  to  them  our  approbation  ofthem«a9- 

-ures  they  have  already  adopted  upon  this  important  subject,  and  requesting  them 
to  take  such  other  immediate  steps  for  relieving  the  people,  either  by  themselves 
alone,  or  in  concert  with  other  commercial  states,  as  the  extraordirwry  circumstances 
of  our  situation  may  require''^ 

Extract  from  the  memorial  of  the  town  of  Boston  to  the  legislature  of  Mass- 
achusetts, January  15th,  1809. 
"  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  in  town  meeting  assembled,  respect- 
fully represent — That  they  are  constrained  to  apply  to  your  honorable  body,  a» 
the  immediate  guardians  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  for  your  interposition  to  pro- 
cure for  them  relief  (rom  the  grievances  which  they  now  suffer,  uader  the  opei»- 
'tionof  the  laws  of  the  general  government,  abolishing  foreign  commerce,  and  su&- 

*  The  factious,  and  seditious,  and  Jacobinical  proceedings  that  took  place  in  ths- 
eastern  states  in  the  year  1800,  3T>d  shook  the  government  to  its  centre,  were  p»- 
raded  In  many  of  the  federal  papers  throughout  the  union  with  great  solemnity, 
headed  with  the  words  "  PATRIOTIC  PROCEEDIiyGS,"  in  staring  capital. 
It  is  truly  lamentable  to  reflect  on  the  extravagant  lengths  to  which  tiie  spirit  o4 
party  leads  its  followers.    Never  was  the  word  "  p'^f^'ti^"  fflore  gr.>ss]7  »'"5i''- 

o 
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jocling  the  co-isting  tr-ide  to  embnrrassments  which  Ihi  eaten  its  nnnlliilalion. — 
Our  hope  and  consolation  rest  with  the  legislature  of  our  state  to  nhum  it  is  compe- 
tent todtvise  means  0/ relief  againit  the  unconsiilutional  meafures  of  the  general 
SOiernmenl :  that  your  power  is  adequate  to  this  object  is  evidentyrom  the  organ- 
i::ation  of  the  covfrAtracy.'''* 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  rf  ihz  town  of  Topsfield,  January  15//j,  1809. 

"  Resolved,  That  such  has  been  our  suffi  ring,  and  so  great  is  r>ur  alarm,  occa- 
ftioned  by  the  extraordinary  measures  laiely  adopted,  that  we  shall  never  be  con- 
t'ntod  until  we  are  seeurcd  noni  a  repetition  oftiie  same  evils.  Tliat  a  bare 
repeal  oi  the  obnoxious  acts  ought  not,  therefore,  to  satisfy  a  free  and  prudtnt 
people,  any  more  than  the  repeal  of  the  British  stamp  act  silenct-d  the  patriots  of 
that  day— that  there  ought  to  be  a  solemn  renunciation  of  the  rigi)t  thus  assum- 
ed ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  assembly,  that  legal  and  constitutional  mcjasurr 3 
fhould  be  adopted  for  that  purpose. 

"  This  assembly  declare  it  as  their  deliberate  opinion  that  there  exists  IVO 
CAUSE  of  war  witli  Great  Britain  ;  that  such  a  war  v.-onld  bC  unjust,  uenecessa- 
ry,  and  extremely  to  i>'^  deplored  ;  that  the  removal  of  the  embargo  will  not  ne- 
cessarily involve  us  in  war  j  but  should  this  be  the  alternative,  it  ought  (o  be  a 
war  with  France,  and  not  with  Great  Britain. 

"  Inhabiting  a  part  of  the  nirion  the  most  engaged  in  foreign  oommercc,  they 
Ihinii  themselves  qualified  to  decide  upon  its  risks,  and  tlic  nalure  and  extent  of 
the  injuries  'o  which  it  is  exposed  ;  and  it  is  tii»ir  firm  belief  that  our  commerce, 
unrestrained  by  self-destroying  measures,  might  find  many  sources  of  profitable 
emiAojment,  nitkont  interfering  in  any  degree  niih  those  principles  ff  mmitime, 
hiw,  which  GP-E\T  BRITAIN  deems  esse-ntial  to  her  existence,  andnkich  in  an 
tvtntfid  momerd  like  the  present  ahe  mil  NEVeR  YIELD. 

"  And  this  assem^jly  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  their  conviction,  that  nei- 
ther the  honor  nor  the  permanent  interests  of  the  United  States  require  that  we 
should  dfi'/e  Great, Britain,  if  it  were  in  our  power,  to  the  surrender  (f  those 
claims  so  csseniial  to  her  in  the  mighty  conflict  in  nhich  she  is  at  present  engaged  ; 
a  covfiict  irUe resting  to  humanity,  to  inoruls,  to  religion^  end  Ihe  last  struggle  if 
liierly.^^  1 

Extract  from  a  Circular  Handbill,  published  at  Ntwburyport. 

"You  have  rrposed  ronnde:ice  in  a  COWARD,  [.Jefferson,]  and  leaned  on  « 
broken  staff  too  long. — The  day  of  political  probation  is  fast  verging  to  a  clofe — 
whec  the  faie  of  America  will  be  decided,  and  laurels  bought  with  the  price  01 
freemen's  blood  will  grace  the  brows  of  the  Gallic  tyrant.  Let  every  n:an  who 
holds  the  name  of  America  dear  to  him,  stretch  out  his  hand,  and  put  this  accurs- 
e:i  thing  the  EMBARGO,  from  him.  rj^Y-Q  resolute  :  act  liVe  the  sons  of  liber- 
ty, of  GOD  and  of  your  country — nervti  >our  arms  with  VEr^GEANCE  against 
the  DESPOT  who  would  wre^t  tiii»  inestimable  germ  of  your  independence  from 
you — and  you  shall  be  conquerors  ! 

"  Givi;  ear  no  longer  to  the  syren  voice  of  democracy  and  Jtffersonian  liberty. 
It  is  a  cursed  delusion,  adopted  by  traitors,  and  recommended  by  sycophants. 

"  Jefferson — a  man.  who  with  the  DAGGER  oi  popular  confidence  first  gave  tae 
stab  to  your  liberties.*' — 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  town  of  Augusta  in  Maine,  Jan.  16, 

1809. 

**  The  awful  crisis  has  arrived,  when  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  friends  cf 
our  independence,  to  make  a  firm  and  decided  stand — when  it  becomes  all-import- 
ant to  throw  aside  minor  considerations,  and  unite  for  the  common  good  ;  and 
when  a  sense  of  common  danger  draifs  u«  together  to  meet  the  approacliinj 
storm. 

"  With  submission  almost  amounting  to  criminal  apathy,  we  have  suffered  pri- 
vations and  restrictions  n^rer  before  expected  of ,  or  endured  by,  a  free  people. — 
Now,  that  even  the  means  of  subsistence  is  at  hazard,  and  the  sacred  asylum  of 
our  dwellings,  is  no  lon';t  r  held  inviolable — silence  would  be  crime,  and  resistance 
mould  become  a  virtue  >f  the  first  mosnitude  1 ! ! 
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'*  Ke.-olved,  that  the  restrictions  and  impositions  on  our   trade  and  comineree, 
■are  too  great  and  ruinous  any  longer  to  be  borne — and  that  the  geaeral  distress  of 
our  country  denaands  immediate  relief." 

"  Every  man  will  presume  that  lie  is  HOt  bound  to  regard  it  [the  Embargo";  but 
Biny  send  his  produce  or  his  merchandize  ^o  a  foreign  market  in  the  same  minner, 
ES  if  the  government  b.ad  never  undertaken  to  prohibit  it." 

Bosto7i  CcnUncl. 

"  We  know  if  the  embargo  be  not  removed,  our  citizens  will  ere  long  set  its  pen- 
alties and  restrictions  at  defiance,  it  behoves  us  to  speak  ;  for  strike  ne  must,  if 
speaking  does  not  answer."  Boston  Repertory. 

♦'  It  is  better  to  suffer  the  AMPUTATION  of  a  Limb,  than    to   loss  the 

WHOLE  BODY.      JVe  must  prepare  for  the  opzration Wherefore  then  is 

Nov  Englcindj  asleep — wherefore  does  she  SUBMIT  to  the  oppression  oi  enemus 

m  the  South  .'- Have  wc  no  Moses,  who  is  inspired  by  the  God  of  our  Fatliers 

and  nill  lead  us  out  of  Egypt  V^  Boston  Gazette. 

*'•  This  perpetual  embargo  being  unconstitutional,  every  man  will  perceive  that 
he  is  not  bound  to  regard  it,  but  may  send  his  produce  or  merchandize  to  a  for- 
eign market  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  government  had  never  undertaken  to 
prohibit  it  I — If  tlie  petiiions  do  net  produce  a  relaxation  or  removal  of  the  em- 
oargo,  the  people  ought  immediately  to  nsmme  a  higher  tjnt. 

'■'■  The  government  of  Massachusetts  has  also  a  rfw/j/ to  perform.  This  ftate  is 
f  till  sovereign  and  independent."  Boston  Centinel,  September  lOtk^  1803. 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Hillhouse,  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  bill  for  enforcing  the  embargo, 

*'  In  my  mind  tlie  present  crisis  excites  tlie  most  serioui  apprehensions.  A 
storm  seems  to  be  gathering  which  portends  not  a  tempest  on  the  ocea7i,  but  domes- 
tic convulsions  ! — However  painful  tlie  taslc,  a  sense  of  duty  calls  upon  me  to 
raise  my  voice,  and  use  my  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  the  passing  of  thi*^bill. — 
I  feel  iuy?eif  bound  in  consci'^nce  to  declare,  [fr^'est  the  blood  of  tho:e  who 
should  fall  In  the  execution  of  this  measure  may  lie  on  my  head,  that  I  consider 
this  to  be  a!)  act  which  directs  a  mortal  blow  at  the  liberties  of  my  country  :  an 
act  cnntfiining  unconstitutional  provisions,  to  which  THE  PEOPLE  AP.E  NOT 
BOUND  TO  SUBMIT,  and  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  rrT^they  will  not  sub- 
mit."*! ^ 

This  speech  requires  a  most  serious  reflection.  A  senator 
of  the  United  States — whose  age  ought  to  have  secured  him 
from  the  heyday  of  passion  and  violence,  and  taught  him  bo- 
briety  and  gravity,  in  his  place  invites  and  encourages  his  fel- 
low citizens  to  insurrection  and  rebellion  !  And  the  law  to 
which  he  excites  resistance  is  not  so  rigorous,  as  laws  which, 
I  believe,  he  had  concurred  to  frame :  for  I  am  pursuaded  he 
was  in  congress  when  those  laws  to  which  I  have  referred,  were 
j)assed. 

A  large  volume  might  be  filled  with  similar  "  patriotic  pro- 
eeedings,"  as  they  were  then  styled,  which  threatened  the  peace 
of  the  nation  with  destruction.  No  pains  had  been  spared  to 
fan  the  flame.      The  public  mind,   by  incessant  appeals  to  the 

*  For  the  preceding  extracts  I  am  indebted.to  a  pamphlet,  stvled  "  Tilings  a.g 
ihey  are,"  by  H.  Nifeg. 

f  Boston  Centinel,  Jan.  12, 1309, 
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passions,  had  been  excited  to  a  species  of  deliriufla  anal  cuair- 
Bess.  And  such  was  the  awful  and  disgraceful  delusion,  that 
the  sufiferings  of  the  country  by  the  lawless  proceedings  of  the 
belligerents,  were  unjustly  ascribed  to  the  measures  of  the  gov- 
ernment,  calculated  to  enforce  redness!  Greater  insanity  cr«- 
feardly  be  conc.eiv<*d. 


CHAPTER  XXVIL 

J^n  Henri's  Mission  to  the  Eastern  States,  histmctions from 
the  Governor  General  of  British  Amcnca. 

CoTEMPOUANEOUSLY  wiih  the  ''patriotic  proceedings,''  of 
■which  1  have  presented  the  reader  with  a  slight  sketch  in  the 
preceeding  chapter,  a  most  extraordinary  eireumstance  occur- 
red in  Canada.  Sir  James  H.  Craig,  governor  general  of  the 
British  provinces  in  North  America,  employed  a  certain  John 
Jienry  on  a  mission  to  the  Eastern  States,  to  ascertain  the 
views  of  the  malcontents,  and  bow  far,  if  they  obtained  "fl^fc- 
ddcd  iriflueiice"  they  would  ''exert  that  influence  to  bring  oi)oul 
a  separati(m  from  tJie  general  union.'^  Also  "  how  far,  in  such 
an  evenly  they  would  look  to  England  for  assistance,  or  he  disposed 
toeMcr  into  a  connexion  with  us''  [the  people  of  Canada.] 

This  is  a  most  important  feature  in  the  history  of  our  era. — 
I  shall  therefore,  give  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  between 
Sir  James  and  Mr.  Henry,  inexlenso,  without  comment.  Let 
the  reader  decide  for  himself  as  to  the  nature  of  the  transactionv 

No.  I. 

Mr.Ryloind^  secniary  to  sir  James  Cratg,  lalt  gov  amor-general  of  the  Brif' 

tish  provinces  in  North  America,  to  Mr.  Henry. 

[Most  secret  and  confidential.] 

Quebec,  IBthJanuart't  130§, 

Mr  dear  sir— The  extraordinary  situation  of  things  at  this  time  in  the  neigk- 
boring  states,  has  suggested  to  the  governor  in  chief,  the  idea  of  employing  yo«- 
on  a  secret  and  confidential  mission  to  Boston,  provided  an  arrangement  can  be 
made  to  meet  the  important  end  in  view,  without  throwing  an  absolute  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  your  professional  pursuits.  The  information  and  political  obm-va- 
tions  heretofore  received  from  you  were  transmitted  by  his  excellency  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  who  has  expressed  his  particular  approbation  of  them  :  and  ther«  is 
no  doubt  that  your  able  execution  of  such  a  naission  as  1  have  above  suggested, 
would  give  you  a  claim  not  only  on  the  governor-general,  but  on  his  majesty's 
ministers,  which  might  eventually  contribute  to  your  advantage.  You  will  have 
the  goodness,  therefore,  to  acquaint  me,  for  his  excellency's  information,  whetli- 
er  you  could  make  it  convenient  to  engage  in  a  mission  of  this  nature,  and  what 
pecuniary  assistance  would  be  requiiite  to  enable  yoa  to  undertake  it  without  ie- 
jury  to  yourself. 
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Af  present  It  Is  only  necessary  for  me  to  add,  that  the  governor  would  furni&k 
jfDu  witii  a  cypher  for  carrying  on  yoar  correspondence  ;  and  that  in  case  the 
leading  parly  in  any  of  the  states  wished  to  open  a  coranaunication  with  this  gor~ 
ernment,  their  views  might  be  communicated  through  you. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  my  dear  sir,  your  'most  faithful,  humble 
servant, 

(Signed)  HERMATi  W.  RYLAND. 

John  Etnry.  Esq. 

No.  II. 

Montreal,  January  Si,  1809. 

1  have  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  inst.  written  by  the 
ieslre  of  his  excellency  the  gov.  in  chief  j  and  hasten  to  express,  through  you,  t(y 
his  excellency,  my  readiness  to  comply  with  his  wi«hes. 

I  need  not  add  how  very  flattering  it  is  to  receive  from  his  excellency  the  as- 
surance of  the  approbation  of  his  majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  tlie  very  humble 
lervicesthat  I  may  iiave  rendered. 

If  the  nature  cf  the  services  in  which  I  am  to  be  engaged  will  require  no  other 
disbursements  than  for  my  individual  expences,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  these 
mn  exceed  my  private  resources. 

1  shall  be  ready  to  take  my  departure  before  my  instructions  can  be  made  oiA. 
I  hfve  the  hoaor  to  be,  ^'c.  J.  H'y. 

H.  W.  Ryland,  Esq.  Sec.  Sie.  ., 

No.  III. 
Central  Inslrmiionsfrom  sir  J.  H.  Craig  to  Mr.  Henry,  respecting  his 

secret  missioji. 
[Most  secret  and  confidential.  ] 

Quebec,  Gth  February,  1809. 

Sir — -As  ycu  have  so  readily  undertaken  the  service  which  I  have  suggested  to 
you  as  being  likely  to  be  attended  wills  much  lienefit  to  the  public  interests,  I  am 
to  request  that  with  your  earliest  convenicncy  you  will  proceed  to  Boston. 

The  principal  object  that  I  recommend  to  your  attention,  is  the  endeavor  to- 
obtain  the  most  accurate  information  of  the  true  state  of  affairs  in  that  part  of  the 
anion,  which,  from  it3  wealth,  the  number  cf  its  inhabitants,  and  the  known  in- 
telligence and  ability  of  several  of  its  leading  men,  must  naturally  possess  a  very 
considerable  influence  over,  and  will  indeed  probably  lead,  the  other  eastern 
states  of  America  In  the  part  they  may  take  at  this  important  crisis. 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  point  out  to  you  the  mode  by  which  you  will  be  most 
likely  to  obtain  this  important  information.  Your  own  judgement,  and  the  con- 
aections  which  you  may  have  in  the  town,  must  be  your  guide. 

I  think  it  however  necessary  to  put  you  on  yoia-  guard  against  the  sanguine- 
rte<;£  of  aa  aspiring  party.  The  federalists,  as  I  understand,  have  at  all  times 
discovered  a  leaning  to  this  disposition  :  and  tiieir  being  under  its  particular  in- 
fluence at  this  moment,  is  the  more  to  be  expected  from  their  having  no  ill  founded 
ground  for  their  hopes  of  being  nearer  the  attainment  of  tlicir  object  than  they 
have  been  for  some  years  past. 

In  the  general  terms  which  I  Jiave  made  use  of  in  describing  the  object  which  I 
recommend  to  your  attention ;  it  is  scarcely  necessary  that  f  should  observe,  I 
include  the  state  of  the  public  opinion,  both  with  regard  to  their  internal  poli- 
tics and  to  the  probability  of  a  war  with  England ;  the  comparative  strength  of 
the  two  great  parties  into  which  the  country  is  divided  j  and  the  views  and  designs 
ef  that  w'lich  may  ultimately  prevail. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  if  the  federalists  of  tJ»  eastern  states  should  be  suc- 
ressrul  in  obtaining  that  decided  influence,  \fhU/  may  enable  them  to  direct  the 
public  opinion,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  rather  than  submit  to  a  continuance  of 
the  difficulties  Bnd  distress  to  which  they  are  now  subject,  they  will  exert  tiiat  in- 
fluence to  bring  about  a  separation  from  the  general  union.  The  earliest  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  raay  beof  great  consequence  to  our  government ;  as  itmay^ 
also  be,  that  it  should  be  informed  how  far  in  such  an  event  they  wouid  look  t» 
Sfiglawl  for  aistttance^  or  be  disposed  to  enter  into  a  coDDectiottTvitii-  q% 

oz 
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Altliougli  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  that  you  should  in  any  manner  Sppeai 
as  an  avowed  agent ;  yet  if  you  could  contrive  to  obtain  an  intimacy  with  any  of 
the  leading  party,  it  may  not  be  ia)|)roper  that  you  should  insinuate,  though  with 
gi-eat  caution,  that  if  they  should  wish  to  enter  into  any  communication  with  our 
government  through  me,  you  are  authorised  to  receive  any  such,  and  will  safely 
transmit  it  to  me  :  and  as  it  may  not  be  impossible  that  they  should  require  some 
document  by  which  they  may  be  assured,  that  you  are  really  in  the  situation  in 
which  you  represent  yourself,  I  enclose  a  credential  to  be  produced  in  that  view. 
But  I  most  particularly  enjoin  and  direct,  that  you  do  not  make  use  of  this  pa- 
per, unless  a  desire  to  that  purpose  should  be  expressed ;  and  unless  you  see 
good  ground  for  expecting  that  the  doing  so  may  lead  to  a  more  confidential  com 
naunication,  than  you  can  otherwise  look  for. 

In  passing  through  the  state  of  Vermont,  you  will  of  course  exert  your  en- 
deavors to  procure  all  the  information  that  the  shert  stay  you  will  probably 
make  there  will  admit  of.  You  wiil  use  your  own  discretion  as  to  delaying  your 
jqumey,  with  this  view,  more  or  less,  in  proportion  to  your  prospects  of  obtain- 
isg  any  information  of  consequence. 

I  request  to  hear  from  you  as  frequently  as  possible  :  and  as  letters  addressed 
to  me  might  excite  suspicion,  it  may  be  as  well  that  you  put  them  under  cover  to 

Mr. .     And  as  even  the  addressing  letters  always  to  the  same  person 

Blight  attract  notice,  I  recommend  your  sometimes  addressing  your  packet  to  the 
chief  justice  here,  or  occasionally,  though  seldom,  to  Mr.  Ryland  j  but  never- 
with  the  addition  of  hia  official  description. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  serv't, 

(Signed)  J.  H.  CRAIG. 

John  Henri/j  Esq. 

No.  IV. 
Credential  from  Sir  James  Craig  to  Mr.  Henry. 

(Copy.)  [seal.] 

The  bearer  Mr.  John  Henry,  is  employed  by  me,  and  full  confidence  may  be 
placed  in  him  for  any  communication  which  any  person  may  wish  to  make  to  me 
m  the  business  committed  to  him.  In  faith  of  which  I  have  given  him  this  under 
my  hand  aad  seal  at  Quebec,  liie  6th  day  of  February,  1809. 

(Signed)  J,  H.  CRAIG. 

No.  Y. 

To  his  exotlltncy  the  Governor  General^  &c.  m  answer  to  his  letter  of  in-' 

siruclions. 

Montreal,  Feb.  10,  1809. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter 
Cf  instructions,  tlie  letter  of  credence,  and  the  cypher  for  carrying  on  my  corres- 
pondence. I  have  bestowed  much  pains  upon  tlje  cypher ;  and  am,  notwithstand- 
ing this,  deficient  in  some  points  which  might  enable  me  to  understand  it  clearly. 
1  have  compared  the  example  with  my  own  exemp] ideation  of  the  cypher,  and 
Cud  a  difference  in  the  results :  and  as  the  present  moment  seems  favorable  to  the 
interference  of  his  majesty's  government  in  the  measures  pursued  by  the  federal 
party  in  the  northern  states,  and  more  especially  as  the  assembly  of  Massachu- 
setts is  now  iu  session,  I  ti^ink  it  better  to  set  forward  immediately,  than  wait  for 
any  further  explanation  of  the  means  of  carrying  on  a  secret  correspondence ;  which 
the  frequency  of  safe  private  conveyances  to  Canada  will  render  almost  wholly  un- 
Becessary.  Should  it  however  be  necessary  at  any  time,  I  take  leave  to  suggest 
that  the  index  alone  furnishes  aNgry  safe  and  simple  mode.  In  it  there  is  a  num- 
ber for  every  letter  in  the  a^fphabift,  and  particular  numbers  for  particular  phrases  ; 
90  that  when  I  do  not  find  in  the  index  the  particular  word  I  want,  I  can  spell  it 
with  the  figures  which  stand  opposite  to  the  letters.  For  example,  if  I  want  to 
s^y  that  "  troops  are  at  Albany,"  I  find  under  the  letter  "  T"  that  number  15 
stands  for  *' troops,"  and  number  125  for  "Albany."  The  intervening  words. 
"  are  at"  I  supply  by  figures  correspondins^vith  the  Ifctterfi  in  these  words. 
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ft  wiil  be  necessary  to  provide  against  accident  by  addressing  the  letters  to 

]yir. ^  of  Montreal,  Avith  a  small  mark  on  the  corner  of  the  envelope 

\rhich  he  will  understand  .  When  he  receives  it,  he  will  then  address  the  enclo- 
sure to  your  excellency,  and  send  it  from  Montreal  by  mail.  I  will  be  careful 
not  to  address  your  evcellency  in  the  body  of  the  letter,  nor  sign  my  name  to 
any  of  them. — They  will  be  naerely  designated  by  the  initials  A.  B. 

If  this  mode  should  in  any  respect  appear  exceptionable,  your  excellency  will 
have  the  goodness  to  order  a  more  particular  explanation  of  the  card.  It  would 
reach  me  in  safety  addressed  to ,  BostoQ. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  J.  H'y, 

No.  VI. 

Burlington,  Vermont,  Feb.  14, 1809. 

Sir — I  have  remained  here  two  deys,  in  order  fully  to  ascertain  the  progress  of 
the  arrangements  heretofore  made  for  organising  an  efficient  opposition  to  tt^ 
general  government,  as  well  as  to  become  acquainted  with  the  opinions  of  the 
leading  people,  relative  to  the  measures  of  that  party  which  has  the  ascendency 
in  the  national  councils. 

On  the  subject  of  the  embargo  laws  there  seems  but  one  opinion;  namely, 
that  they  are  unnecessary,  oppressive,  and  unconstitutional.  It  must  also  be  ob- 
served that  the  execution  of  them  is  so  invidious  as  to  attract  towards  the  officers 
of  government  the  enmity  of  the  people,  which  is  of  course  transferable  to  the 
government  itself ;  so  that  in  case  the  state  of  Massachusetts  should  take  any 
bold  step  towards  resisting  the  execi  tion  of  these  laws,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
it  may  calculate  upon  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  people  of  Vermont. 

I  learn  that  the  governor  of  this  state  is  now  visiting  the  towns  in  the  northern 
section  of  it  j  and  q;^^  makes  no  secret  of  his  determination,  as  commander  in 
chief  of  the  militia,  lo.  refus€  obedience  to  any  command  from  the  general  gov- 
ernment which  can  tend  to  interrupt  the  good  underttanding  that  prevails  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  Vermont  and  his  majesty's  subjects  in  Canada  c£!Q  It  is 
further  intimated,  that,  in  case  of  a  war,  he  will  use  his  influence  to  preserve  tlie 
state  n  eutral ;  and  resist,  with  ail  the  force  he  can  command,  any  attempt  to- 
inake  it  a  party.  I  need  not  add,  that  if  these  resolu^^ione  are  carried  into  effect, 
rj^  the  5tate  of  Vermont  may  be  considered  as  an  ally  of  Great  Britain. 

To  what  extent  the  sentiments  which  prevail  in  this  quarter  exist  in  the  neigh- 
boring states,  or  even  in  the  eastern  section  of  this  state,  1  am  not  able  to  conje»- 
kire.  I  can  only  say,  with  certainty,  that  the  leading  men  of  the  federal  party 
act  in  concert  j  and,  therefore,  infer,  that  a  common  sentiment  pervades  the 
whole  body  throughout  New-England. 

I  have  seen  a  letter  from  a  gentlemen  now  at  Washington  to  his  friend  in  this- 
ylace  ;  and  as  its  confents  may  serve  to  throw  some  light  on  passing  events  there, 
I  shall  send  either  the  original  or  a  copy  with  this  despatch.  TJie  writer  of  the 
letter  is  a  man  of  character  and  veracity  ;  and  whether  competent  or  not  to  form- 
correct  opinions  himself,  is  probably  within  the  reach  of  all  the  knowledge  that 
ean  be  obtained  by  the  party  to  which  he  belongs.  It  appears  by  his  statement 
that  there  is  a  very  formidable  majority  in  congress  on  the  side  of  the  administra- 
tion ;  notwithstanding  whic'.i,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope,  that  rrj=>the  north- 
ern states  in  their  distinct  capacity  will  unite  and  resist  by  force  a  war  witli 
Great  Britain.  In  what  mode  this  resistance  will  first  show  itself,  is  probably  not 
yet  determined  upon ;  and  may  in  some  measure  depend  upon  the  reliance  that 
the  leading  men  may  place  upon  assurances  of  support  from  his  majesty^s  repre- 
sentatives in  Canada ;  and  as  I  shall  be  on  the  spot  to  tender  this  whenever  the 
moment  arrives  that  it  can  be  done  with  effect — there  is  no  doubt  that  rj^  all- 
their  measfi'-es  may  be  made  subordinate  to  the  intentions  of  his  majesty's  gov- 
ernment.c£3j  Great  pains  are  taken  by  the  men  of  talents  and  intelligence  to 
{^^  confirm  the  fears  of  the  common  people,  as  to  the  concurrence  of  the  south- 
era  democrats  in  the  projects  of  France ;  and  every  thing  tends  to  encourage  the 
belief,  that  the  dissolution  of  the  confederacy  will  be  accelerated  by  that 
sfirit  which  now  actuates  both  political  parties. 

i  aia,  &C.  Ar  B. 
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No.  VH. 

Windsor,  Vermont,  Feb.  10,  180?. 

Sir — My  last  \r^5  -trritten  at  Burlington,  tlie  principal  town  hi  th;?  norther*' 
pnrt  of  the  state  of  Vermont.     I  am  now  at  tLe  principal  towu  in  the  eastern 
sec!ion. 

Tiie  fallacy  of  men's  opinions  when  they  act  under  the  icQuence  of  sensibility, 
?nd  are  strongly  excited  by  those  hopes  which  always  animate  a  rising  party, 
lead  me  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  opinions  which  1  rc-ceived  in  the  northern 
section  of  this  state ;  which,  from  its  contiguity  to  Canada,  and  uecessary  inter- 
course with  Montreal,  has  a  strong  interest  in  promoting  a  good  understanding 
with  his  m'jjesty's  government.  Therefore,  since  my  departure  from  Burlington, 
I  have  .=ought  every  favorable  occasion  of  conver^iuT  with  the  dcmorrats  on  the 
probable  result  of  the  policy  adopted  by  the  general  government.  The  difiereoce 
of  opinion  is  thus  expressed. 

The  federal  party  declare,  that  in  the  event  of  a  war.  q;;^*  the  .'tate  of  Vprnont 
will  treat  separately  for  itself  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  support,  to  the  u«:most, 
tlie  stipulations  into  which  it  may  enter,  xrithout  any  regard  to  the  policy  of  the 
general  government.  The  democrats  on  the  other  hand  assert,  that,  in  such  a 
case  as  that  contemplated,  tlu-  people  would  nearly  be  divided  into  equal  numbers ; 
one  of  which  would  support  the  government,  if  it  could  be  done  without  involving 
the  people  in  a  civil  war  :  but  at  all  events  would  risk  every  thing  in  preference 
to  a  coalition  with  Great  Britain. — Tliis  differeiKC  of  opinion  is  not  to  be  wholly 
ascrl'jcd  to  the  prejudices  of  parly.  The  people  in  the  eastern  section  of  Vermorrt 
are  not  operated  upon  by  ti:e  same  hopes  and  fears  as  those  on  the  borders  of  the 
British  colony.  They  are  not  dependant  upon  Montreal  for  the  sale  of  their 
provljce,  nor  the  supply  of  foreign  commodities.  They  are  not  apprehensive  o£ 
any  serious  d.an^-crs  or  iaconvcnienes  from  a  stale  of  war :  and  although  they 
Hdrait  that  the  govenior,  council,  and  three-fourths  of  the  reprejentation  in  con- 
gress are  of  the  federal  prirty,  yet  they  do  not  believe  that  the  state  would  stand 
alone  ami  resist  the  national  government.  They  do  not  however  deny,  that 
th^J  the  slate  of  Verrmnt  continue  to  be  represented  as  it  is  at  present,  it  would 
nite  with  the  neighboring  states,  in  any  lerious  plan  of  resistance 


inffiprobabilily  unite  with  the  neigl:  ^  -       .       ■>. 

to  k  war,  which  it  m^^ht  seem  expedient  to  adoi)t. — This  I  think  is  the  safer 
opinion  for  you  to  rely  on  *.  if  indoed  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  any  measure 
depending  upon  the  will  of  tlie  rabble,  which  is  ever  changing,  and  must  ever  be 
marked  with  ignoraaco,  caprice,  and  incou£t"»ncy.  As  the  crisis  approaches,  the 
difficulty  of  deciding  upon  an  hazardous  alternative  will  increase.  And  unfortu- 
nately there  is  not  in  Vennont  any  man  of  commanding  talents,  capable  of  attract- 
in?  general  confidence  ;  of  infusing'  into  the  people  his^  own  spirit ;  and,  amidst  the 
confusion  ofccnflictiug  opiuioos,  dangers  and  commotion,  competent  to  lead  in  the 
piith  of  duty  or  safety.  The  governor  is  an  industrious,  prudent  mae,  and  has 
more  ptrsonal  Influence  than  any  other.  But  his  abilities  are  not  suited  to  the 
situation  iu  which  a  civil  war  would  place  liim.     I  am,  &x.  A.  B. 

N^o.  Vlil. 
Amherst^  NacHampshire,  Fe&.  23,  1309. 

Sir — A  gentleman  going  direct  to  Canada,  affords  a  safe  and  favorable  opportu- 
nity of  giving  you  some  further  account  of  my  progi*ess.  I  will  not  make  use  of 
tlie  post-oSRces,  ^hen  I  can  avoid  it  ;  because  private  occasions  supercede  the 
necessity  of  writing  iu  cypher.  And  the  contempt  of  decency  and  principle,  which 
forms  part  of  the  morals  of  the  Eubaltern  officers  of  a  democracy,  would  incline 
tliem  to  break  a  seal  with  the  same  Indifference,  that  they  break  their  words, 
when  either  curiosity  or  interest  is  to  be  indulgecL 

Ihave  not  had  sufficient  time  nor  e-vidence,  to  enable  me  to  form  any  opinion 
for  nyysclf,  of  the  lengths  to  which  the  federal  party  will  carry  opposition  to  the 
national  government  in  the  event  of  a  war.  Much  may  be  inferred  from  the  result 
of  the  elections  of  governors,  which  within  two  months  will  be  made  in  the  states 
of  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  Rhode  Island.  From  all  I  know  and  all 
1  can  iearn  of  the  general  government,  I  am  not  apprehensive  of  an  immediate 
"*ar.    The  embargo  is  the  favorite  measure^  Aad  it  is  protable  that  other  meaaft 


THE  OLIVE  BRANCH.  157^ 

will  be  employed  to  excite  England  to  commit  some  act  of  hostility,  for  the  sole 
purpose  oj  placing  the  responsibility  of  war  on  that  country.  Thig  I  most  par- 
ticularly recommend  to  the  consideration  of  ministers.  The  dread  of  opposition, 
and  tlie  loss  of  popularity,  will  certainly  keep,  the  ruling  party  at  Washington 
inactive. — They  will  risk  any  thing  but  the  loss  of  power ;  and  they  are  well  aware 
that  theirpower  would  pass  away  with  the  first  calamity  whlchtheir  measuresmight 
bring  upon  the  common  people  (from  whom  that  power  emanates,)  unless  indeed 
^hey  could  find  a  sufficient  excuse  in  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain.  This  impres- 
sion cannot  be  too  deeply  felt  by  his  majesty's  ministers  ;  nor  too  widely  spread 
througl>out  the  British  nation.  It  will  furnish  a  sure  guide  in  every  policy  that 
may  be  adopted  towards  the  United  States.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  B. 
No.   IX. 

Boston,  March  5,  1809. 

Sir — 1  am  favored  with  another  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  by  a  private  co»- 
vcyance  ;  and  think  it  probable,  at  this  season,  that  the  frequency  of  these  will 
Tender  it  unnecessary  to  write  to  you  in  cypher. 

It  does  not  yet  appear  necessary  that  I  should  discover  to  any  person  the  pur- 
|>ose  of  my  visit  to  Boston  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  I  shall  be  compelled,  for  the 
.^vike  of  gaining  more  knowledge  of  the  arrangements  of  the  federal  party  in  these 
states,  to  avow  myself  as  a  regular  authorised  agent  of  the  British  government, 
t'ven  to  those  Individuals  who  would  feel  equally  bound  with  myself  to  preserve 
with  the  utmost  inscrutability  so  important  a  secret  from  the  public  eye. 

rrj='  I  have  sufficient  means  of  information  to  enable  me  to  judge  of  the  proper 
period  for  offering  the  co-operation  of  Great  Britain,  and  opening  a  correspondence 
between  the  governor  general  of  British  America  and  those  individuals,  who, 
from  the  part  they  take  in  the  opposition  to  the  national  government,  or  the 
influence  they  may  possess  in  any  new  order  of  things,  that  may  grow  out  of  the 
present  differences,  sliould  be  qualified  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  northern  states  cCS 
An  apprehension  of  any  such  state  of  things,  as  is  presupposed  by  these  remarks, 
begins  to  subside  ;  since  it  has  appeared,  by  the  conduct  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, that  it  is  seriously  alarmed  at  the  menacing  attitude  of  the  ncrthoTi  states. 
But  although  it  is  believed  that  there  is  no  probability  of  an  immediate  war,  yet 
«©  doubts  are  entertained,  that  Mr.  Madison  will  fall  upon  some  new  expedients 
to  bring  about  hostilities.  What  these  may  be  can  only  be  deduced  from  what 
fi jpears  to  be  practicable.  A  non  intercourse  with  England  and  France  will 
probably  supercede  the  embargo  j  which,  by  opening  witli  the  rest  of  Europe  a  ■ 
partial  legitimate  commerce,  and  affording  strong  temptations  to  that  which  is 
illegal,  will  expose  the  vessels  to  capture,  detention  and  embarrassment ;  will 
justify  the  present  policy ;  and  produce  such  a  degree  of  irritation  and  resentment 
ae  will  enable  the  government  of  this  country  to  throw  the  whole  blame  and  re- 
sponsibility of  war  from  its  own  shoulders  upon  those  of  the  Britieh  ministry.  If 
in  this,  the  party  attached  to  France  fhould  calculate  with  correctness,  and  the 
commerce  of  New  England  would  greatly  suffer — the  merchants  being  injured  and 
discouraged,  would  not  only  acquiesce  in  the  restrictive  systems,  but  even  submit 
to  war.  On  the  other  hand,  should  the  small  traffic  pern>itted  by  a  noa-intercourse 
law  be  Ucrative  and  uninterrupted,  [jj5=»  the  people  would  be  clamorous  for  more, 
aad  soon  compel  the  government  to  restore  the  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
eountries.  W  hile  I  offer  my  opinion  upon  this  subject^  I  cannot  but  express  a 
strong  hope  that  if  any  terras  should  be  proposed  by  either  government,  to  which 
the  other  might  think  proper  to  accede,  that,  A  PRINCIPAL  MOTIVE  TO- 
THE  ADJUSTMENT  OF  DIFFERENCES  SHOULD  BE  UNDERSTOOD 
TO  ARISE  FROM  THE  AMICABLE  DISPOSITION  OF  THE  EAST. 
ERN  STATES,  PARTICULARLY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MASSACHU- 
SETTS. THIS,  AS  IT  WOULD  INCREASE  THE  POPULARITY  OF 
THE  FRIENDS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  COULD  NOT  FAIL  TO  PRO 
MOTE  HER  INTERESTS.  If  it  could  not  be  done  formally  and  officiary, 
Bor  in  a  correspondence  between  ministers,  still  perhaps  the  administration  in  tlie 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  might  take  that  ground  :  and  the  suggestion  would" 
Sad  its  way  bto  the  papers  both  in  England  and  Afflarica. 
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It  cannot  be  too  frequently  repeated,  that  this  country  can  only  be  governed 
and  directed  by  the  influence  of  opinion  ;  as  there  is  nothing  permaneut  in  its  po- 
litical institutions;  nor  are  the  populace,  under  any  circumstance*,  to  be  n.lied 
©n,  when  measures  become  inconvenient  and  burdensome,  I  will  soon  write  a- 
gain,  and  am,  ^c.  A.  B. 

rvo.  X. 

Boston,  March  T,  1809. 

Sir — 1  have  no^r  ascertained,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  possible,  the  course  iiv 
tended  to  be  pursued  by  the  measures  and  politics  of  the  administralion  of  the 
general  government. 

J  have  already  given  a  decided  opinion  that  a  declaration  of  war  is  not  to  be 
rxp:'cted  :  but,  contrary  to  all  reasonable  calculation,  should  the  congress  possesi 
spirit  and  indc^pendence  enough  to  place  their  popularity  in  jeopard  v  by  so  strong 
R  measure,  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  WILL  GIVE 
THE  TOPJE  TO  THE  NEIGHBORING  STATES;  WILL  DECLARE  IT- 
SELF PERMANENT  UNTIL  A  1<EW  ELECTION  OF  MEMBERS  ;  IN-  < 
VITE  A  CONGRESS,  TO  BE  COMPOSED  OP  DELEGATES  FROM  THE 
FEDERAL  STATES,  AND  ERECT  A  SEPERATE  GOVERNMENT  FOR 
THEIR  COMMON  DEFENCE  AND  COMMON  INTEREST 

This  congress  would  probably  begin  by  abrogating  the  offensive  laws,  and  a- 
dopting  a  plan  for  the  maintenance  of  the  power  and  authority  thus  assumed.— 
They  would  by  such  an  act  be  in  a  condition  to  make  or  receive  proposals  from 
Great  Britain  ;  and  I  shou'd  seize  the  first  moment  to  open  a  correspondence  with 
your  excellency.  Scarce  any  other  aid  would  be  necessary,  and  perhaps  none  re- 
quired, than  a  few  vessels  of  war  from  the  Halifax  station,  to  protect  the  mari- 
time towns  from  the  little  navy  which  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  national  goveru- 
ment.  What  permanent  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  this  sectioii  of  the 
republic  would  grow  out  of  a  civil  commotion,  such  as  might  be  expected,  no  po 
Bon  is  prepared  to  dcfcribe.  But  it  seems  that  a  strict  alliance  must  result  of  ne- 
cessity. At  present  the  opposition  party  confine  their  calculations  merely  to  re- 
sistance ;  and  1  c;u)  assure  you  that  at  this  moment  they  do  not  freely  entertain 
the  project  of  withdrawing  the  eastern  states  from  the  union,  finding  it  a  very 
unpopular  topic  ;  although  a  course  of  events,  such  as  I  have  already  n:entione({, 
would  inevitably  produce  an  incurable  alienation  of  the  New  England  from  the 
louthera  states.  The  truth  is,  the  common  people  have  so  long  regarded  t!ie 
constitution  of  the  United  States  with  complaceccj-,  that  tiiey  are  now  only  dis- 
posed in  this  quarter  to  treat  it  like  a  tru-mt  mistress,  whom  they  v.ould  for  a 
tuns  put  away  on  a  seperate  maintenance,  but,  without  farther  aud  greater  prov- 
ocation, would  not  absolutely  repudiate. 

It  will  soon  be  known  in  wh.t  situation  public  affairs  are  to  remain  until  I'le 
meeting  of  the  new  congress  in  May,  at  which  time  also  this  legislature  v.ill  again 
I'ppcrable.     The  two  months  that  inter%'cne  will  be  a  perio'l  of  muc}»  anxiety. 

In  all  I  have  written,  I  have  been  careful  not  to  make  any  impression  analogous 
to  the  enthusiastic  conFitlence  entertained  by  the  opposition,  nor  to  the  hope;-  and 
expectations  rhat  animate  the  friends  of  an  alliance  between  the  northern  states 
and  Great  Britain.  I  have  abstracted  myself  from  ral  the  sympathies  these  are 
calculated  to  inspire  ;  becau'^e,  notwithstanding  that  I  feel  the  utuiOat  confidence 
in  the  integrity  of  intention  of  the  leading  characters  in  this  political  drama,  I 
cannot  forget  that  tliey  derive  their  power  from  a  giddy,  inconstant  multitude; 
"wlio,  unless  in  the  instance  under  consideration  they  form  an  exception  to  all  gen- 
eral rules  and  experience,  will  act  inconsistently  and  absurdly. 

I  am,  &c.  A.  B. 

No.  XI. 

Boston,  March  10, 1C09. 
Sir — In  my  letter  No.  9,  I  took  the  liberty  to  express  my  opinion  of  the  probn^ 
"ble  effect  of  the  non-intercourse  law  intended  to  be  enacted ;  and  of  the  mode 
by  which  Great  Britain  may  defeat  the  real  intention  of  the  American  govern- 
ment in  passing  it.  But  as  the  sort  of  impunity  recommended  might,  in  its  appli- 
cation to  every  epceics  of  comiaerce  that  would  be  carried  on,  be  deemed  bjp^ 
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Great  Britain  a  greater  evil  tiian  vrcir  itself,  a  middle  course  might  easily  be  adopt- 
ed, which  T^ould  deprive  France  of  the  benefit  resulting  from  an  intercourse  with 
America,  without,  in  any  great  degree,  irritating  the  maritime  states. 

The  high  price  of  all  American  produce  in  France  furnishes  a  temptation  which 
mercantile  avarice  will  be  unable  to  resist.  The  consequence  is  obvious.  But  if 
^^•>^tpad  of  condemning  .e  vessels  and  cargoes  which  may  be  ariested  in  pursu- 
ing tr.is  prohibited  commerce,  they  should  be  compelled  to  go  into  a  British  port, 
;i;vl  there  permitted  .o  sell  thf>m,  I  think  the  Iriends  of  England  in  these  state?, 
■would  not  utter  a  complaint.  Indeed,  1  have  no  doubt,  that  if  in  the  prosecution 
of  a  lawful  voyage,  the  British  cruisers  should  treat  American  ships  in  this  man- 
ner, their  owners  would  in  the  present  state  of  tlie  Europc;ui  markets,  think 
i!iem?el''ej  very  fortunate;  as  it  would  save  tliem  the  trouble  and  e:<pe  n^e  of 
landing  them  in  a  neutral  port,  and  from  thence  re-^hip  them  to  Engbnd,  now 
the  l)es.t  market  in  Euicpe  for  the  produce  of  this  country.  The  government  of 
the  United  Stales  would  probably  complain,  and  Bonaparte  become  peremptory  ; 
but  even  that  would  only  tend  to  render  the  opposition  in  the  northern  states 
more  resolute,  and  accelerate  the  dissohilicn  of  the  confederacy.  Tlie  generosity 
and  justice  of  Great  Britain  would  be  extolled,  and  the  commercial  states  exult  in 
the  success  of  individuals  over  a  government  inimical  to  commerce,  and  to  whose 
measures  they  can  no  longer  submit  with  patient  acquiescence. 

The  elections  are  begun  ;  and  I  presume  no  vigilance  or  industry  will  be  re- 
Biitted  to  insure  the  success  of  the  federal  party. 

I  au^,  kc.  A.  B. 

P.  S.  Intelligence  has  reached  Boston,  that  a  non-intercourse  law  has  actually 
passed,  and  that  Martinique  has  surrendered  to  the  British  forces, 

No.  XII. 

Boston,  3rarch  13,  1809. 

Sir — You  will  perceive  frcm  the  accounts  that  will  reach  you  in  the  public  pa- 
pers both  from  Washington  and  Massachusetts,  that  the  federalists  of  the  north- 
ern states  have  succeeded  in  making  the  congress  believe,  that  with  snch  an  oppo- 
sition as  they  would  make  to  the  general  government,  a  war  must  be  confined  to 
their  own  territory,  and  might  be  even  too  much  for  that  govcnnnent  to  sustain. 
The  consequence  is,  that  after  all  the  parade  and  menaces  with  which  the  session 
commenced,  it  has  been  suffered  to  end  without  carrying  into  effect  any  of  the 
plans  of  the  administration,  exoept  the  interdiction  of  commercial  iutercourse 
with  England  and  France — an  event  that  was  anticipated  in  my  former  letters. 

Under  what  new  circumstances  the  congress  will  meet  in  May, 'will  depend  on 
the  state  elections,  end  the  changes  that  may  in  the  mean  time  take  place  in 
Europe.  With  regard  to  Great  Britain,  she  cau  scarce  mistake  her  true  policy 
in  relation  to  America,  If  peace  be  the  first  object,  every  act  which  can  irritate 
tiie  maritime  states  ought  to  be  avoided  ;  because  the  prevailing  disposition  of 
these  will  generally  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  government  from  hazarding  any 
hostile  measure,  {t;^  If  a  war  between  America  and  France  be  a  grand  desider- 
atum, sometiiin'^  more  must  be  done  ;  an  indulgent,  conciliatory  policy  must  be 
adopted,  which  will  leave  tiie  democrats  without  a  pretext  foi'  hostilities  ;  and 
Eonaparte,  whose  passions  are  too  hot  for  delay,  will,  probably,  compel  this 
government  to  decide  which  of  the  two  great  belligerents  i«  to  be  its  enemy, 
gy  To  bring  about  a  separation  of  the  states,  under  distinct  and  independent 
governments,  is  an  affair  of  more  uncertainty  ;  and  however  desirable,  cannot  be 
effected  but  by  a  series  of  acts  and  long  continued  policy,  tending  to  irritate  the 
southern,  and  conciliate  the  northern  people.  The  former  are  agricultural,  and 
the  latter  a  commercial  people.  The  mode  of  cheering  and  depressing  either  is 
too  obvious  to  require  illustration.  This,  1  am  aware,  is  an  object  of  much  interest 
in  Great  Britain ;  as  q^  it  would  forever  secure  the  integrity  of  his  majes- 
ty's possessions  on  the  continent,  and  make  the  two  governments,  or  whatever 
number  the  present  confederacy  might  form  into,  as  useful  and  as  much  subject  to 
the  influence  of  Great  Britain,  as  her  colonies  can  be  rendered.  But  it  is  an  object 
only  to  be  attained  by  slow  and  circumspect  progression  ;  and  requires  for  its 
cons  animation  more  attention  to  tlie  affairs  which  agitate  and  excite  parties  in  this 
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country,  than  Great  Britain  lias  yet  bestowed  upon  it.  An  anpopolar -war 
— tliat  is,  a  war  produced  by  the  hatred  and  prejudices  of  one  party  but  against 
the  consent  of  the  other  party,  can  alone  produce  a  sudden  separation  of  any 
section  of  tliis  country  from  the  common  head. 

At  all  events,  it  cannoi  be  necessdry  to  the  preservation  of  peace,  tint  Great 
Britain  should  n\ake  any  great  concession  at  ttie  proeent  moment :  rrj=>  rore 
•specially  as  the  more  important  changes  that  occur  in  Europe  might  renter  it 
inconvenient  for  her  to  adhere  to  any  stipulations  in  favor  of  neutral  maritime 
oations 

Although  the  non-intercourse  law  affords  but  a  partial  relief  to  the  people  of 
this  country  from  the  evils  of  that  entire  suspension  of  commerce  to  which  they 
liave  reluctantly  ;^ubraitted  for  some  time  past,  (jys  I  lament  the  repeal  of  the 
embargo ;  because  it  was  calculated  to  accelerate  the  progress  of  thes<^  states 
towards  a  revolution  that  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  only  republic  that  re- 
mains to  prove  that  a  government  founded  on  political  equality  can  exist  in  a 
•eas-on  of  trial  and  difficulty,  or  is  calculated  to  insure  either  security  or  happiness 
-1«  a  people. 

1  am,  Jcc.  A.  B. 

No.    XHI. 
\  Boston,  March  20,  1809. 

Sir— Since  my  letter  of  the  13th,  nothing  has  occurred  which  I  thought  worthy 
♦fa  communication. 

^  The  last  week  of  this  month  and  the  first  of  AprI'  will  bt  occupied  in  the  elec- 
tion of  governors  and  other  executive  officers  in  tlie  New  England  states. 

The  federal  candidate  in  New  Hampshire  is  already  elected  by  a  majority  of 
about  1000  votes.  His  competitor  was  a  man  oflarge  fortune,  extensive  connec- 
tions, and  inoffensive  manners      These  account  for  the  smal'-ncss  of  the  mr.jority. 

in  Connecticut,  no  change  is  necessary  :  and  none  is  to  be  apprehended. 

In  Rhode  Island,  it  is  of  no  consequence  of  what  party  the  governor  is  a  mem- 
ber ;  as  he  has  neither  civil  nor  military  power,  bciog  merely  president  of  the 
council. 

In  Massachusetts,  It  is  certain  that  the  federal  candidate  will  succeed. 

A  few  weeks  will  be  sufficient  in  order  to  determine  the  relative  strength  of 
parties,  and  convince  Mr.  Madison  that  a  war  with  Great  Britain  is  not  a  measure 
upon  which  he  dare  venture.  Since  the  plan  of  an  organized  opposition  to  the 
projects  of  Mr.  Jefferson  was  put  into  operation,  the  whole  of  the  New  England 
Hitates  have  transferred  their  political  power  to  his  political  enemies  :  and  th« 
reason  that  he  hai  still  so  many  adherents  is,  that  those  who  consider  tha  only 
true  policy  of  America  to  consist  in  the  cultivation  of  peace,  have  still  great 
confidence,  that  nothing  can  force  him  (or  his  successor  who  acts  up  to  his  system, 
or  rather  is  governed  by  it)  to  consent  to  war.  They  consider  ail  the  menace 
and  "  dreadful  note  of  preparation"  to  be  a  mere  finesse,  intended  only  to  obtain 
concessions  from  England  on  cheap  terms.  From  ev?ry  sort  of  evidence,  I  confess 
1  am  myself  of  the  same  opinion  ;  and  am  (Jy^  iuily  persuaded  that  tho  farce 
which  has  been  acting  at  Washington  will  tercanate  in  full  proof  of  the  imbecility 
and  spiritless  temper  of  the  actors.  A  w^r  attempted  without  the  concurrent-e  of 
both  parties,  and  the  general  consent  of  the  northern  states,  wliich  constitute  the 
bone  and  muscle  of  thf.  countrv.  must  commence  without  iiope,  and  end  in  di.-»£race. 
IT  SHOULD,  THEREFORE  BE  THE  PECULIAR  CARE  OF  GREVI" 
BRITAIN  TO  FOSTER  DIVISIONS  BETWEEN  THE  NORTH  AND 
SOUTH  :.  ■Q;!?'  ^°^  ^y  succeeding  in  this,  she  may  carry  into  effect  her  own 
projects  in  Europe,  with  a  total  disregard  to  the  resentment  of  the  democrats  of 
this,  country, 

I  am,  4"c.  A.  B. 

No.    XIV. 

Boston,  Jpril  13,  1809. 
Sir — I  send  to  Mr.  R.  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Suppressed  Documents."    That 
Qot^s  and  comments  were  written  by  the  gentleman  who  has  written  the  "analysis" 
wbtcU  T  scot  by  a  former  conveyancer    These  works  have  greatly  coatributed  I* 
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♦acile  ihe  fears  of  the  men  of  talents  and  property ;  who  bow  PHEyER  ths  chahcb 

OF  MAINTAINING  THEIR  PARTY  RY  OPEN  RESISTANCE  AND  FINAL  SEPARATION,  tO  ai) 

alliance  with  France,  and  a  war  with  England.  So  that  should  the  government 
•unexpectedly  and  contrary  to  all  reasonable  calculation,  attempt  te  involve  the 
country  in  a  measure  of  that  nature,  I  am  convinced  (now  that  the  elections  have 
zW  terminated  favorably)  that  ^^  none  of  the  New  England  states  would  be  a 
party  in  it. — But,  as  I  have  reptatedly  written,  the  general  government  does  not 
seriously  entertain  any  such  desire  or  intention.  Had  the  majority  of  the  New 
England  states  continued  to  approve  of  the  public  measures,  it  is  extremely  prob- 
able that  •Great  Britain  would  now  have  to  choose  between  war  and  concession. 
But  the  aspect  of  things  in  this  respect  is  changed  ;  and  a  war  would  produce  an 
incurable  alifnation  of  the  eastern  states,  and  bring  the  whole  country  in  subordi- 
nation to  the  interest  of  England,  rj^  whose  navy  would  prescribe  and  enforce 
the  terras  upon  which  the  commercial  states  should  carrj-,  and  the  agricultural 
states  export  their  surplus  produce.  All  this  is  as  well  kuown  to  the  democrats 
as  to  the  other  party.  Therefore  they  will  avoid  a  war,  at  least  until  the  whole 
nation  is  unanimous  for  it.  Still  when  we  consider  of  what  materials  the  govern- 
ment is  formed,  it  is  impossible  to  speak  with  any  certainty  of  their  measures. — 
The  past  administration  in  every  transaction  presents  to  the  mind  only  a  muddy 
commixture  of  folly,  weakness,  and  duplicity.  The  spell,  by  which  the  nations  of 
Europe  have  been  rendered  inert  and  inefficient  when  they  attempted  to  shake  it 
off,  has  stretched  its  shadows  across  the  Atlantic,  and  {J^  made  a  majority  of 
ihe  people  of  these  states  alike  blind  to  duty  and  to  their  interests. 

I  am,  &c.  A.  B. 

No.  XV. 

Boston,  April  l&i  1809. 

Sir — Since  my  letter  No.  14.  I  have  had  but  little  to  communicate. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  with  sufficient  accuracy  the  relative  strength 
of  the  two  parties  in  the  Legislative  bodies  in  New  England. 

In  all  of  these  states,  however,  governors  have  been  elected  out  of  the  federal 
party  ;  and  even  the  southern  papers  indicate  an  unexpected  augmentation  of 
federal  members  in  the  next  congress. 

The  correspondence  between  Mr.  Erskine  and  the  secretary  of  state  at  Wash- 
ington, you  will  have  seen  before  this  can  reach  you.  It  has  given  much  satisfac- 
tion to  the  federal  party  here  ;  because  it  promises  an  exemption  from  the  evil 
they  most  feared  (a  war  with  England)  and  justifies  their  partiality  towards  Great 
Britain  which  they  maintain  was  founded  upon  a  full  conviction  of  her  justice  and 
-sincere  disposition  to  preserve  peace.  Even  the  democrats  affect  to  be  satisfied 
with  it ;  because,  as  they  insist,  it  proves  the  efficacy  of  the  restrictive  system  of 
Mr.  Jefferson. 

But  the  great  "benefit  that  will  probably  result  from  it,  will  be,  that  Bonaparte 
may  be  induced  to  force  tiiis  country  from  her  neutral  position.  Baffled  in  his 
attempt  to  exclude  from  this  continent  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  he  will 
most  likely  confiscate  all  American  property  in  his  dominions  and  dependencie.% 
and  declare  war.  Nothing  could  more  than  this  contribute  to  give  influence  and 
stability  to  the  British  party,  rj^  The  invidious  occurrences  of  the  rebellion 
would  be  forgotten  in  the  resentmt-nt  of  the  people  against  France  ;  and  they 
would  soon  be  weaned  from  that  attachment  to  her  which  is  founded  on  the  aid 
tliat  was  rendered  to  separate  from  the  mother  country. 

While  Great  Britain  waits  for  this  natural,  I  might  say  necessary  result  of  the 
negotiation,  would  it  not  be  extremely  inexpedient  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the 
American  government  ?  Every  sort  of  evidence  and  experience  prove,  that  the 
democrats  consider  their  political  ascendency  in  a  ^reat  measure  dependent  upon 
the  hostile  spirit  that  they  can  keep  alive  towards  Great  Britain  j  and  recent 
events  demonstrate  that  tlieir  conduct  will  be  predicated  upon  that  conviction. — 
It  is  therefore  not  to  he  expected  that  they  will  meet  with  corresponding  feelings 
a  sincere  disposition  on  the  part  of  England  to  adjust  all  matters  iu  dispute, — 
They  are  at  heart  mortified  and  disappointed  to  find  that  Great  Britain  has  been 
in  advance  of  the  French  government  in  taking  advantage  of  the  provisiciial 
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.Clauses  of  the  non-intercourse  law.  And  if  they  show  any  spirit  at  the  next  scf- 
aion  of  congress  towards  France,  it  will  be  only  because  they  will  find  Bonaparte 
rfeaf  to  entreaty,  and  insensible  of  past  favors  ;  or  tliat  they  may  thiiilc  it  safer 
to  float  with  tlie  tide  of  public  feelings  which  will  set  strongly  against  him,  unlesi 
he  keep  pari  passu  with  England  in  a  conciliatory  policy. 

When  1  began  my  letter,  I  intended  to  make  some  observations  in  relation  t© 
the  boMndary  line. — [Here  10  or  12  lines  of  the  manuscript  are  erased.l 

]  am,  &c.  "*   A.  .B. 

No.  XVI. 

Boston,  May  5,  1C09. 

Sir — Although  the  recent  changes  that  have  occurred  quiet  all  apprehen.sions 
,«>f  war,  and  consequently  lessen  all  hope  ok  a  separation  of  the  states,  I 
think  it  necessary  to  transmit  by  the  mail  of  each  week  a  sketch  of  passing 
.events. 

On  local  politics  I  havo  nothing  toacjd  ;  and  as  th3  parade  that  is  made  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  of  the  sincere  disposition  of  Mr.  Madison  to  preserve  am- 
icable relations  with  Great  Britain  is  in  my  opinion  calculated  to  awaken  vigi- 
lance and  distruFt  rather  than  inspire  confidence,  I  shall  (having  nolhing  more  im- 
portant to  write  about)  take  leave  to  examine  his  motives.  I  am  not  surpri.-ed  at 
his  conditional  removal  of  the  non-intercourse  law  with  respect  to  Great  Britain, 
because  it  was  made  incumbent  on  him  by  the  act  ol  Congrcs  ;  but  the  observa- 
tions made  on  his  friendly  dispositions  towards  Great  Britain  are  a  matter  of  no 
little  astonisliment.  The  whole  tenor  of  his  political  life  directly  and  uneqaivo- 
caily  contradicts  them.  His  speecli  on  the  British  treaty  in  '95 — his  attempt  to 
pass  a  law  for  the  confiscation  of  "  Britiph  debts"  and  British  property — his  com- 
mercial resolutions,  grounded  apparently  on  an  idea  of  makini  America  useful  as 
•  a  colony  to  France — his  conduct  while  secretary  of  state — all  form  an  assem- 
blage of  probabilities  tending  to  convince  me  at  least  that  i)e  does  not  seriously 
.desire  a  treaty  in  which  the  rig}:ts  and  pretentions  of  Great  Britain  would  be  fair- 
ly recognised.  It  seems  impossible  that  he  should  at  once  divest  himself  of  hie 
habitual  animosity  and  that  pride  of  opinion  which  his  present  situation  enables 
him  to  indulge  ;  but  above  all.  that  he  should  deprive  his  friends  and  supporters 
,of  the  benefit  of  those  prejudice?  which  have  been  carefully  fostered  in  the  mind* 
,of  the  common  people  towards  England,  and  xrhich  have  so  materially  contributed 
to  invigorate  and  augment  the  deroocraiic  party.  Whatever  his  real  motives 
uiay  be,  it  is  in  this  stage  of  the  affair  harmless  enough  to  enquh-e  into  the  cauM; 
of  the  apparent  change.  He  probably  acts  under  a  conviction,  that  in  the  nre- 
ycnt  temper  of  the  eastern  states  a  war  could  not  fail  to  produce  a  dissolution  of 
■/iie  union  ;  or  he  may  have  prof  ted  by  the  mistakes  of  his  predecessor;  and  is 
inclined  to  seize  the  present  opportunity  to  prove  to  the  world  that  he  is  deter- 
mined to  be  the  president  of  a  nation  rather  than  the  head  of  a  faction  ;  or  he 
lias  probably  gone  thus  far  to  remove  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  many,  that 
lie  was  under  the  influence  of  France,  in  order  that  he  may  with  a  better  grace 
and  on  more  tenable  grounds  quarrel  with  Great  Pritaiii  in  the  progress  of  nejo- 
•llating  a  treaty.  Whatever  his  motive?  may  be,  I  am  very  certain  his  party  wiil 
uot  tupport  him  in  any  manly  and  generous  policy.  Weak  men  are  sure  to  tem- 
porize when  great  events  call  upon  them  for  decision  ;  and  are  sluggish  and  inert 
at  the  moment  when  the  worst  of  evils  is  inaction.  Tliis  is  tlie  character  of  the 
democrats  in  the  northern  states.     Of  those  of  the  south  I  know  but  little. 

lam,  &c.  A.  B. 

No.  XVII. 

Boston,  May  ^5, 1Z09. 

Sir — My  last  was  under  date  of  the  5th  inst. 

The  unexpected  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  feelings  of  political  mea 
in  this  country  in  conseqiience  of  Mr.  Madison's  prompt  acceptance  of  the  friend- 
ly proposals  of  Great  Britain  has  caused  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  conf!l<t 
of  parties;  aud  they  both  regard  him  with  equal  wonder  and  distrust.  Tiiey 
all  ascribe  his  conduct  to  various  motives  :  but  none  believe  him  to  be  in  V9j 
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Tiie  state  of  New  York  has  returned  to  the  assembly  a  majority  of  federal" 
ifciembers.  All  this  proves  that  an  anti-commercial  faction  cannot  rule  the  com- 
aiercial  states.  Two  raonths  ago  the  state  of  New  York  was  not  ranked  among 
tiie  states  that  would  adopt  the  policy  of  that  of  Massachusetts  3  and  any  favor- 
able change  was  exceedingly  problematical. 

1  beg  leave  to  suggest  tiia't  in  the  present  state  of  things  in  this  country  my 
presence  can  contribute  very  little  to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain.  If  Mr.  Ers- 
iinc  be  sanctioned  in  all  he  has  conceded,  by  his  majesty's  ministers,  it  is  unne- 
cessaiy  for  me,  as  indeed  it  would  be  unavailing,  to  make  any  attempt  to  carsy 
into  ektct  the  original  purposes  of  my  mission.  Wiiile  I  think  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  give  this  intimation  to  you,  I  beg  it  may  be  understood  tliat  I  consider  myself- 
<>niirely  at  the  disposal  of  his  majesty's  government. 

1  Aixt,  &,c.  A.  B. 

IS^o.  XVill. 

3Ionireal,  June  12, 1809. 

.Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellOTcy  that  I  received  through  Mr, 
secretary  Ryland,  your  excellency's  commands  to  return  to  Canada;  and  after 
thft  delays  incident  to  this  season  of  the  year,  in  a  journey  from  Boston,  arrived 
here  yesterday. 

Your  excellency  will  have  seen  by  the  papers  of  the  latest  dates  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  a  formidable  opposition  is  already  organized  in  congress  to  the  late 
measures  of  Mr.  Madison  ;  and  it  is  very  evident  that  if  he  be  sincere  in  his  pro- 
fessions of  attachment  to  Great  Britain,  his  party  will  abandon  liim.  Sixty-one 
meinbejs  hav  e  already  voted  against  a  resolution  to  approve  of  what  he  has  done  ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  rest  of  the  democratic  party  will  follow  the  example,  ss 
soon  as  they  recover  from  the  astonishment  into  which  his  apparent  defection  has 
thrown  them. 

The  present  hopes  of  the  federalists  are  founded  on  the  probability  of  a  war 
with  France  j  but,  at  all  events,  this  party  is  strong  and  well  organised  enough  to 
prevent  a  war  with  England.  It  would  now  be  superfluous  to  trouble  your  excel- 
lency with  an  account  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  |j;y=» arrangements  made 
by  the  federal  party  to  resist  any  attempt  of  the  government  unfavorable  to  Great 
Britain. c£lO  They  were  such  as  do  great  credit  to  their  ability  and  principles ; 
and  while  a  judicious  policy  is  observed  by  Great  Britain,  secure  her  intere.sts  in 
America  from  decay.  My  fear  of  inducing  a  false  security  on  the  part  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government  in  tiielr  efBciency  and  eventual  success,  may  have  iiiclined 
me  to  refrain  from  doing  them  that  justice  in  my  former  letters,  which  I  willingly 
express. 

I  trust  your  excellency  will  ascribe  the  style  and  manner  of  ray  communications  ' 
and  the  frequent  ambiguities   introduced  in  them,  as  arising  from  the  secrecy' 
necessary  to  be  observed,  and  my  consciousness  th.~.t  you  understood  my  meaning 
on  the  most  delicate  points  without  risking  a  particular  explanation. 

I  lament  that  no  occasion  commensurate  to  ray  wishes  has  permitted  me  to 
prove  how  much  I  value  the  confidence  of  your  excellency  and  the  approbatioa  •» 
already  expressed  by  his  majesty's  minister. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  HENRY. 

No.  XIX.' 

3tr.  Ryland  to  Mr.  J.  Henry,  isl  May,  1809." 
My  dear  sir — The  news  we  have  received  this  day  from  the  United  States  will, 
i  Imagine,  soon  bring  you  back  to  us  :  and  if  you  arrive  at  Montreal  by  the  middle 
of  June,  I  shall  probably  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  there,  as  1  am  going 
up  with  sir  James  and  a  large  suite.  The  last  letters  received  from  you  are  to 
the  13th  April  ;  the  whole  are  now  transcribing  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent 
home,  where  ihe,y  cannot  fail  of  doing  you  great  credit,  and  I  most  sincerely  kope 
ihty  viay  eventtiaUylcontribuU  to  ynur  permanent  advantage.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  repeat  the  assurances  that  no  ^ort  within  the  compass  of  my  power  shall  b©  ' 
■ranting  to  this  end. 
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/  am  cruelly  out  nf  spirits  at  the  idea  of  Old  England  truckling  to  such  a  dt- 
based  and  accursed  government  as  that  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  greatly  o^jljgcd  to  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  procuring  the 
Books  ;  though  if  Spain  falls  I  shall  scarcely  have  heart  to  look  into  them,  i  ca:i 
add  no  more  now,  but  that  1  am  most  heartily  aixl  afl'ectiooately  yours, 

(Signed)  H.  W.  R. 

J.  Henry,  Esq.  Boston, 

No.  XX. 

Mr.  Ryland  to  Mr.  Henry,  dated  ith  May,  1809, 
My  dear  sir — You  must  consider  the  short  letter  I  wrote  you  by  the  last  post 
as  altogether  unofficial :  but  I  am  now  to  intimate  to  you  in  a  more  formal  man- 
ner our  hope  of  your  speedy  return,  as  the  object  of  your  journey  seems,  for  the 
present  at  least,  to  be  at  an  end.  We  have  London  news  by  way  of  the  river  up 
to  the  6th  of  March,  which  tallies  to  a  day  with  what  we  have  received  by 
the  way  of  the  states.  Heartily  wishing  you  a  safe  and  speedy  journey  back 
io  us, 

I  am,  ray  dear  sir,  most  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  H.  W.  R. 

TTave  the  goodness  to  bring  my  books  with  you,  though  I  shall  have  little  epijit 
to  look  into  them  unless  you  bring  good  news  fiora  Spain. 

No.  XXI. 
Mr,  Henry^s  Memorial  to  Lord  Liverpool,  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Peel^ 
of  the  \Sth  June,  1811,  xcith  a  copy  of  that  letter. 
The  undersigned  most  respectfully  submits  the  following  statement  and  me- 
morial to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 
Lon 2  before  and  during  the  administration  of  your  lordship's  predecessor,  the- 
ander:  igned  bestowed  nmch  personal  attention  to  the  state  of  parties  and  to  the 
political  measures  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

[Here  is  an  erasure  of  about  four  lines  J 
Soon  after  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  when  his  majesty's  governor- 
general  of  British  America  Ixad  reason  to  believe  that  the  two  countries  would  be 
"involved  in  a  war,  and  hxid  submitted  to  his  mnjesty^s  ministers  the  arrangements 
of  the  Eiiglish  party  m  the  United  States  for  an  efficient  resistance  to  the  general 
government,  nhich  rvould  probably  terminate  in  a  separation  of  the  northern  states 
from  the  general  confederacy,  he  applied  to  the  toidersigned  to  undertake  a  mission 
to  Boston,  ivhere  the  nhnle  concerns  of  the  opposition  rrere  managed.     (J^  The  ob^ 
J6ct  of  the  mission  nas  to  promote  and  encourage  the  federal  party  to  remc  the  meas- 
ures of  the  general  government ;  to  offer  assurances  ff  aid  and  support  from  his 
inajesty'^s  government  of  Canada  [T/^  y  and  to  open  a  communication  between  the 
leading  men  engaged  in  that  opposition  and  the  governor-general  upon  such  a 
footing  as  circumstances  might  suggest  j  and  6nally  to  render  the  plans  then  in 
contemplation  subsernent  to  the  views  of  his  majesty's  government.* 

The  undersigned  undertook  the  mission,  which  lasted  from  the  month  of  Jaou^r 
ary  to  the  month  of  June  inclusive,  during  which  period 

those  public  acts  and  legislative  resolutions 
of  the  assemblies  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  were  passed,  which  kept 
the  general  government  of  the  United  States  in  check,  and  deterred  it  from  car- 
rying into  execution  the  measures  of  hostility  with  wliich  Great  Britain  was  men- 
aced. 

For  his  service  on  the  occasion  herein  recited,  and  the  loss  of  time  and  expenses- 
incurred,  the  undersigned  neither  sought  n©r  leceived  any  compensation;  but 
trusted  to  the  known  justice  and  liberality  of  his  majesty's  government  for  the  re- 
ward of  services  which  could  not,  he  humbly  conceives,  be  estimated  in  pounds,^ 
shillings  and  pence.  On  the  patronage  and  support  which  was  promised  in  the 
letter  of  Sir  J.  Craig,  under  date  of  the  23d  of  January,  1809,  (wherein  he  gives 
an  assurance  "  that  the  former  correspondence  and  political  information  transmit- 
ted by  the  undersigned  had  met  with  the  particular  approbation  of  his  msytsty'* 

*  Vide  the  despatches  ©f  Sir  James  Craij  in  June,  I8d8* 
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r^crelary  of  state,  and  that  bis  execution  of  the  mission  (proposed  to  be  under- 
taken in  that  letter)  would  give  him  a  claim  not  only  on  the  governor-general, 
but  on  his  majesty's  ministers," — the  undersigned  has  relied,  and  now  most  re- 
spectfully claimi,  in  whatever  mode  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  may  be  pleased  to 
adopt. 

The  undersigned  most  reipectfully  takes  this  occasion  to  state  that  Sir  J.  Craig 
promised  him  an  employment  in  Canada  worth  upwards  of  one  thousand  pounds 
a-year,  by  his  letter,  (herewith  transmitted)  under  date  of  1 3th  Sept.  1809,  which 
he  has  just  learned,  has,  in  consequence  of  his  absence,  been  given  to  another 
person.  The  undersigned  abstains  from  commenting  on  this  transaction ;  and  re  - 
gpectfully  suggests  that  the  appointment  of  Judge- Advocate-General  of  the  pro- 
rince  of  Lower  Canada,  with  a  salary  of  five  hundred  pounds  a-year,  or  a  consul- 
ate in  the  United  States,  sine  curia,  would  be  considered  by  him  a  liberal  dis- 
charge of  any  obligation- that  his  majesty's  government  may  entertain  in  relation 
to  his  service. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Ped^  enclosing  theforeg'ring. 

Sir — I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a  memorial  addressed  to  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool  ;  and  heg  you  will  hare  the  goodness  either  to  examine  the  documents 
in  your  ofEce,  or  those  in  my  own  possession^  touching  the  extent  and  legitimacy  oi 
my  claims, 

Mr.  Ryland,  the  secretary  of  Sir  J.  IJraig,  is  now  in  London ;  and  from  his  of- 
ficial knowledge  of  the  transactions  and  facts  alluded  to  in  the  memorial,  can  givt- 
any  information  required  on  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  H. 

Jane  13th,  1811. 

No.  xxn. 

Ldter  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Liverpool^  by  his  Secretary  R.  Peel^  Esq.  re^ 
cognizing-  Mr.  Henry^s  sei vices,  ^-c. 

I  ,  DoTining-street,2SfhJune,  IS]\. 

Sir — I  have  not  failed  to  lay  before  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  the  memorial,  to- 
gether with  its  several  enclosures,  which  was  delivered  to  me  a  few  days  since,  by 
Gea.  Loft,  at  your  desire. 

His  lordship  has  directed  me  to  acquaint  you  that  he  has  referred  to  the  cor- 
respondence in  this  office,  of  the  year  1808,  and  finds  two  letters  from  Sir  James 
Craig,  dated  lOth  April  and  5th  May,  transmitting  the  correspoudeuce  that  has 
passed  during  your  residence  in  the  northern  states  of  America,  and  expressing 
his  confidence  in  your  ability  and  judgment :  bat  Lord  Liverpool  has  not  discov- 
ered any  wish  on  the  part  of  Sir  James  Craig,  that  your  claims  for  compensation  - 
should  be  referred  to  this  country  ;  nor,  indeed,  is  allusion  made  to  any  kind  of 
arrangement  or  agreement  that  had  been  rnadc  by  that  officer  with  you. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  had  not  Sir  James  Craig  determined  on  his  im- 
mediate return  to  England,  it  would  have  been  Lord  Liverpool's  wish  to  have  re- 
ferred your  memorial  to  him,  as  being  better  enabled  to  appreciate  the  ability  and 
success  with  which  you  executed  a  mission  undertaken  at  his  desire.  Lord  Liver- 
pool will,  however,  transmit  it  to  Sir  James  Craig's  successor  in  the  government, 
and  an  assurance  that  from  the  recommendations  he  has  received  in  your  fa-- 
vor,  and  the  opinion  he  has  formed  on  your  correspondence  he  is  convinced  that 
the  public  service  will  be  benefited  by  your  active  employment  in  a  public.silua- 
tion. 

Lord  Liverpool  will  also  feel  himself  bound  to  gire  the  same  assurance  to  the 
Marquis  Wellesley,  if  there  is  any  probability  that  it  will  advance  theeuecess  cfV 
the  application  which  you  have  made  to  his  lordship* 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient ,  huaible  servant, 

(Signed)  ROBERT  FEEL. 

Joes  Henry,  E8^»  27,  Leicester  square. 
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No.  XXIII. 

3Ir.IIenry  to  3Ir.  Peel,  September  24,  1811.      No  other  answer  than  iV 

despatch  to  Sir  George  Prevost,  and  the  letter  marked  B. 

Loudon,  kth  Septtmbtr,  1811. 
Sir — I  have  just  now  learned  the  ultimate  decision  of  my  Lord  V/ellesley 
relative  to  the  appointment  which  1  was  desirous  to  obtain  ;  and  find  that  the 
subsisting  relations  between  the  two  countries,  forbid  tiie  creating  :■.  new  offi&e  ia 
the  United  States,  such  as  I  was  solicitous  to  obtain.  In  this  state  of  thiurs  I 
have  not  a  moment  to  lose  in  returning  to  Canada,  and  have  taken  my  passage  in 
.the  last  and  only  sliip  that  sails  for  Quebec  tliis  season.  As  I  have  no  time  to 
enter  de  novo  into  explanations  with  the  gentleman  who  is  in  your  o!^ce,  and  as 
1  have  received  assurances  from  you,  in  addition  to  tiie  letter  of  ray  Lord  Liver- 
pool, of  the  27th  June,  that "  his  lordship  would  recommend  me  to  the  governor  of 
Canada,  for  the  first  vacant  situation  that  I  would  accept,"  I  beg  the  favor  of 
you  to  advise  me  how  1  am  to  get  that  recommendation,,  without  loss  of  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c.  J.  H. 

Robert  Pkel,  Estj.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  XXIV. 
^'°Py  o/*©  letter  written  by  Lord  Liverpool,  to  Sir  George  Prevost,  fUrnishei 
by  the  under  secretary  of  slate.     Original  in  the  despatch  to  the  governor 
general  ; 

Douning-street,  i6th  Sept.  1811. 
Sir — Mr.  Henry,  who  will  hare  the  honor  of  delivering  this  letter,   is  tbe 
gentleman  who  addressed  to  me  the  memorial,    a  copy  of  which    1  herewith 
transmit,  and  to  whom  the  accompanymg  letter  from  Mr.  Peel  was  written  by 
iny  direction. 

In  compliance  with  his  request,  I  now  fulfil  the  assurance  which  I  have  given, 
of  stating  to  you  my  opinion  of  the  ability  and  judgment,  which  Mr.  Henry  ha3 
manifested  on  the  occasion  mentioned  in  his  memorial  j  and  of  the  benefit  the 
jiublic  service  might  derive  from  his  active  employment  in  any  public  situation,  :b 
?f  hich  you  should  think  proper  to  place  hira. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  LIVERPOOL. 

To  Sir  George  Prevost,  Bart,  &c.  &c. 

No.  XXV. 
Jilr.  Ryland  to  Mr.  Henry. 

Tuesday  evening,  July  2d,  1811. 

Sear  Henry — It  gives  me  real  pleasure  to  find  thnt  the  apprehension  I  had 
formed  with  respect  to  the  fulfilment  of  your  expectations,  is  likely  to  prove 
•rroaeous.  As  every  thing  wliich  passed  relative  to  your  mission  was  in  writing, 
1  think  you  will  do  well  ia  submitting  to  Mr.  Peel  all  the  original  papers.  I, 
»yself,  could  give  no  otlier  information  relative  to  the  subject  than  what  tiiey, 
contain  ;  as  you  and  1  had  no  opportunity  of  any  verbal  communication  concerning 
it,  till  after  your  mission  terminated.  I  never  wrote  yoa  a  iciier  in  the  governor's - 
came,  which  had  not  previously  been  submitted  to  his  correction. 

The  impression  I  had  re«;eived  of  your  character  and  abilities  made  me  anxious 
to  serve  )oa,  even  before  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  you  .• 
aad  the  same  desire  has  operated  on  me  ever  since,.  I  am,  therefore,  entitled  to 
hope,  that  any  opinion  which  I  may  have  given  you,  as  to  your  be.st  mode  of  ob- 
taining an  employment  under  government,  will  be  received  with  the  same  candor 
that  "gave  rise  to  it.  I  think  you  will  do  well  to  persevere  as  you  propo."«e  I 
have  no  doubt  that  every  letter  from  you  whic!)  Sir  James  sent  home,  will  be  found 
in  Mr.  Peel's  oflace,  as  the  establisaed  practice  there  is  to  bind  the  despatches  and 
enclosures  yearly  up  together. 

Sincerely  wishing  you  every  smicess,  I  ana  most  faitbfally  yours, 

(Signed)  H.  W.  RYLANU. 

JohnHenryj  esq. 
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No.  XXVI. 
My.  ffe,nry''s  memorial  to  Lord  Lic&iyojl,  enclosed  in  Lord  LiverpooVs  despsich. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  tlie  undersigned  most  respectfully  sub- 
mits the  foilowlug  raemori 111. 
Long  bafore  and  daring  the  adaQiniitra,tioa  of  yodir  I6rdship*s  predecease,-', 
the  undersigned  bestowed  muca  personal  attentioajto  the  state  of  parties  and  po- 
Rlical  measures  ia  the  United  States  of  America,  and  had  an  opportunity*  [Here 
aHer2.su;e  of  10. or.  12  lines]  aijd  to  unite  the  [an  erasure  here  of  2  or  3  lines]  in- 
formation transmitted  by  tlie  undersigned  to  Sir  James  Craig,  and  by  him  to  lord 
Castlereagh,  mei  vii'(^  Ais  lordsuip's  approbation  :t  and  wheu  the  hostile  prepara- 
tions in  the  United  States  suggested  to  Sir  James  Craig  the  necessity  of  making 
corresp9nding  arrangements  of  precaution  and  detenee,  for  the  security  of  his 
majesty's  colonics,  he  applied  to  the  uadersigaed to  uadertake  a  secret  and  conS.- 
deutial  mission  to  the  northern  s  tates  to 

the  party  already  mentioned  ;  to  direct  their  operations,  ani 
transmit  regular  information  of  t!ie  same,  and  tu  endeavor  to  render  their  pkres 
subservient  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  \  The  undersigned  readily  undertook 
the  mission,  and  spent  five  months  in  the  active  and  zealous  discharge  of  Ihe  du- 
ties connected  Avith  it  [an  erasure  liere  of  '10  c?  2a  lines^J  which  deterred  the  gen*- 
eral  government  from  the  purpose  already  mentioned,  and  from  a  coalition,  with 
Frauce,|l  while  the  information  whica  he  transmitted  to  Sir  James  Craig,  probably 
saved  the  trouble  and  expense  of  arming  the  Canadian  militia.  All  this  t!ie  un- 
dersigned performed  wit?iout  ever  showing  his  commission  or  appearing  as  an  au- 
thorised .agent — from  a  thorough  conviction  that  a  di--covery  of  his  mission  would 
furnish  the  French  party  with  the  means  of  destroying  the  influence  of  the  party 
adhering  to-Great  Britain  in  every  quarter  of  America,  and  enable  the  genera! 
government  to  go  to  war  upon  popular  and  tenable  ground. 

In  the  application  of  Sirpames  Craig  to  the  -iindersigned  to  undertake  the  missioa 
aforesaid,  he  says  "  (Ae  in/onnation  and  political  observations  received  from  you- 
heretofore  nere  all  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  state,  who  has  expressed  his  partic- 
ular approbation  of  them :  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  your  able  execution  of  such  a 
7iiissiin.as  I  have  above  suggr^ited,  novld  give  you  a  claim  not  only  on  Vie  governor- 
general  (of  British  America)  but  on  his  majesiy''s  ministers,^''  ^'C.V 

Th2  undersigned  being  uoiv  in  England  on  his  private  affairs,  and  on  the  eve  of 
departure  for  America,  most  humbly  and  respectfully  submits  his  claims  under  the 
stipulations  aforesaid,  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  in  the  confident  expectation  that 
his  lordship  will  treat  them  with  that  justice  and  liberality  which  upoQ  investiga- 
tion they  may  be  found  to  merit. 

It  may  not  be  superfluous  to  add  that  the  undersigned  has  never  received  in  any 
gliape  whatever  any  compensation  or  patronage  for  the  services  he  has  rendered: 
This  fact,  Mr.  Ryland,  the  secretary  of  Sir  James  Craig,  now  in  London,  can 
vouch ;  as  well  as  for  the  truth  of  all  the  matters  set  forth  in  this  memorial. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  HENRY. 

27  Leicester-square,  June  23,  181 1. 

*  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Henry  addressed  to  the  secretary:  of  Sir  James  Craig^^ 
and  by  him  transmitted  to  Lord  in  the  month  of  April,  1803. 

f  See  document  No.  22,  herewith  submitted. 

i  See  document  No.  22  and  23,  herewith  submitted. 

§  See  letter  No.  I  of  the  series  transmitted  by  Sir  J.  Craig^  tO  the  ccdonial  de- 
partment, under  date  of  Feb.  14,  1809.  ,.  .j^    "V 

li  See  the  remainder  of  the  aforesaid  letter,  t  '     - 

IP -See  document  no  l^.herewith  submitted.  • 
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CHAPTER    XXVIII. 

Embargo  repealed,  British  and  French  vessels  hitcrdictedfram 
entering  our  harbors.  Importations  from  both  countries  pro- 
hibited. Invitation  holdout  to  both  to  cease  their  outrages  on 
our  commerce. 

The  clamour  excited  against  the  embargo- — the  tumultuous 
proceedings  in  the  eastern  states — its  inefficacy  to  answer  the 
purpose  intended,  arising  partly  from  the  factious,'  and  disor- 
ganizing, and  Jacobinical  opposition  it  met  with,  and  partly  from 
the  imbecility  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  in  not  duly 
enforcing  it,  as  I  have  already  stated* — all  combined  to  pro- 
duce its  repeal,  which  took  place  on  the  1st  of  March,  1809. 

As  a  pacific  measure,  in  lieu  of  the  embargo,  to  induce  the 
belligerents  to  respect  our  rights,  and  to  cease  depredating  on 
us,  under  pretence  of  retaliation  upon  each  other,  the  act  com- 
monly styled  the  non-intercourse  act,  was  passed,  of  which  I 
annex  those  sections,  which  contain  its  leading  features. 

An  Act  to  interdict  the  Commercial  Intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies  ;_ 
and  for  otJier  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States 
ff  America  in  congress  assembled,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  the  entrance  of  the  harbors  aod  waters  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  territories  thereof,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  interdicted  to  all  public 
ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  France,  excepting  vessel* 
only  which  may  be  forced  in  by  distress,  or  v.'hich  are  charged  with  des- 
patches or  business  from  the  government  to  which  they  belong,  and 
also  packets  having  no  cargo  or  merchandise  on  board.  And  if  any  pub- 
lic ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  not  being  included  in  the  exception  above 
mentioned,  shall  enter  any  harbor  or  waters  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  territories  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have  em- 
powered for  that  purpose,  to  employ  such  part  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces,  or  of  tiie  militia  of  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof, 
as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  to  compel  such  ship  or  vessel  to  depart. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  twentieth 
t}ay  of  May  next,  the  entrance  of  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  territories  thereof  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  interdicted  ia 
all  ships  or  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  or  France,  or  own' 
ed  i7i  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  or  subject  ef  either ;  vessels  hired, 
chartered  or  employed  by  the  government  of  either  country,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  carrying  letters  or  despatches,  and  also  vessels  forced  in  by 
distress  or  by  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  only  excepted.— ^nd  if  any  ship  or 
'i^ct^sd  sailing,  under  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  or  France^  or  oumcd  in  whoh 

*  See  page  5  L 
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».r  in  part  by  any  citizen  or  subject  of  either,  and  not  excepted  as  aforesaid^ 
shall,  after  the  twentieth  day  of  May  next,  arrive  either  witlj  or  without  a 
cargo,  wilhin  t/ie  limits  of  the  United  Stales,  or  of  the  terriiorits  thereof,  such 
ship  or  vessel,  together  with  the  cargo,  if  any,  which  may  he  found  on  board 
shall  beforfe-Jed,  and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States  or  the  territories  thereof,  having  competent  jurisdiction  : 
and  all  and  every  act  and  acts  heretofore  passed,  which  shall  be  within 
the  purview  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itfuriher  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  twentieth 
day  of  May  nest,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  import  into  the  United  States 
or  the  teri'itories  thereof,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  whatever,frorfi 
any  port  er  place  situated  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  er  from  any  of  the 
oolonies  or  dependencies  of  Great  Britain  ;  nor  from  any  port  or  place 
situated  in  France,  or  in  any  of  her  colonies  or  dependencies,  nor  from 
any  port  or  place  in  the  actual  possession  of  either  Great  Britain  or 
France.  Nor  shall  it  be  lawful  to  import  into  the  United  States,  or  the 
territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place  whatever,  any  goods, 
wares,  or  Bierchandize  whatever,  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  man^ 
ufacture  of  France,  or  of  any  of  her  colonies  or  dependencies,  or  being 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or 
of  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  or  being  of  the 
growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  any  place  or  country  in  the  actual 
possession  of  either  France  or  Great  Bitain  :  provided,  that  nothing  here^ 
in  contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  cargoes  of  ships  or  vessels 
wholly  owmed  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
cleared  for  any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  prior  to  the  twenty 
second  day  of  Decf^mber,  one  thousand  e:ght  htTnared- amV  seven,  or 
v/hich  had  departed  for  sucli  port  by  permistiion  of  the  president,  under 
the  acts  supplem.entary  to  tLe  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
gels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States- 
Sec.  11.  And  be  itfuriher  enacted^  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be, and  he  hereby  is  authorised,  in  case  either  France  or  GreatBritain 
shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  tht 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  to  declare  the  same  by  proclamation  ; 
offer  which  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  suspended  by  this  act,  and  by  the 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto,  may  be 
renewed  with  the  nation  so  doing;  proviiied,  that  all  penalties  and 'for- 
feitures which  shall  have  been  previously  incurred,  by  virtue  of  this  or 
of  any  other  act,  the  operation  of  which  «hall  so  cease  and  determine, 
shall  be  recovered  and  distributed,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  same  had  con- 
tinued in  full  force  and  virtue  :  and  vessels  beund  thereafter  to  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  with  which  commercial  intercourse  shall  by  virtue  o^ 
this  section  be  again  permitted,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United  States, 
with  approved  security,  in  double  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  that 
they  shall  not  proceed  to  any  foreign  port,  nor  trade  with  any  country 
other  than  those  with  which  commercial  intercourse  shall  have  been  or- 
may  be  permitted  by  this  act.    Enacted  March  1,  1809. 

I  have  already  stated,  that  this  law,  was  preposterously  and 
absurdly  denounced,  as  feeble  and  imbecile,  by  ninety-nine  out 
of  every  hundred  democrats,  in  the  United  States.  And  im- 
partial review  ©f  it  will  prove  the  folly  of  this  denuaciation. — 
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It  evinces  a  deep  sen^^e  of  the  grievous  injuries  the  nation  hacf- 
sustained  from  the  belligerents — a  sincere  wish  to  return  to  the 
relations  of  peace  and  friendship  with  either  or  both — and  an 
ardent  desire  to  try  every  rational  mode  of  procuring  redress 
previous  to  a  recourse  to  the  horrors  of  war.. 

It  held  out  in  cne  hand  prohibition  and  penalty  for  wrongs 
inflicted — iu  tlie  other  "  the  Olive  Branch" — an  invitation  to, 
and  preniiuia  for,  a  mere  return  to  justice — a  mere  cessation  o^ 
unprovoked  hostility.  The  statute  books  of  all  the  nations  of 
Christendom  may  be  searched  in  vain,  for  a  law  entitled  to 
more  unequivocal  applause — and  rarely  has  a  law  been  more 
generally  censured. 

The  federalists  reprobated  this  act  as  well  as  t lie  democrats 
— and  with  equal  folly  and  madness — but  on  totally  different 
grounds.  They  regarded  it,  forsooth,  as  too  violent  a  measure 
— as  calculated  to  produce  war — or,  in  fact,  absurdly  enough, 
as  a  species  of  warfare  ! 

*'  ?jr,  the  i/ill  before  you  isnfir.  h  i:s  to  suspend  all  intercourse,  to  put  an  end 
to  all  the  ^elatilns  qfui/iiiy.  VV-iat  is  that  but  nar  f  IVar  of  the  worst  kind — 
rwr  under  the  (i'7:;?n*seof  non-intcrcouhse — no  power,  having  national  feelings, 
or  reg^ird  to  national  cherncter,  will  SUBMIT  to  suck  COERCION.* 

"  It  [^non-i[it(^i'couisH]  is  coivardlj' :  for  it  i$  a  base  attempt  to  bring  on  a  Tvar  with. 
CicJ.  Sritiiin. — It  ii  FHil NCH  irt-cj;*.'"  feature.    His  intended  cls  a  moasure  of' 
hoitility  ugciivit  Great  Britain.''*  f 


CHAPTER  XXIX.t 

Enibarg'O  once  more.     Recommended  to  Congress  hy  a  respeclahitr 
body  of  merchanis  in  New-York. 

This  shall  be  a  short  chapter.  Three  minutes  will  be  suffi- 
eient  to  glance  over  it.  I  hope,  however,  it  will  not  be  the 
least  interesting  in  the  book. 

The  embargo,  we  have  seen,  was  enacted  in  December  l807j' 
to  preserve  the  property  of  the  American  merchants  from  dep- 
redation under  French  decrees  and  British  orders  in  council — 
and  likewise  to  coerce  the  belligerents,  through  regard  to  their 
own  interesis,  to  cease  violating  our  rights. 

The  merchants,  and  their  friends  universally,  throughout  the 
nation,  reprobated  this  measure.     Independent  of  its  pretended 

*  Mr.  Hillhouse's  speech  on  the  non-intercourse  bill  before  the  senate,  Febru- 
ary 22,  1309. 

•f  Boston  R.epprtory. 

t  Tiiis  Chapter  i?  oat  of  its  chronological  order— bat  its  immediate  connexioR 
Tfith  Iht;  suhjeet  of  the  prtccdi-nj  cfixnter  has  indnced  rae  to  place  it  here. 
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^unconstitutionality,  it  was  denouHced  as  tyranical,  and  oppress- 
ive, and  unjust  towards  our  own  citizens — and  feeble,  and  im- 
becile, and  inefficient  towards  those  nations  whose  insults  and 
4)utrages  it  was  intended  to  prevent. 

That  these  sentiments  pervat'ed  the  mercantile  part  of  the 
community  in  1307-8,  I  presume  no  man  of  character  will  dare 
deny. 

Consistency  is  commendable.  Let  us  enquire  how  far  the 
merchants  practised  it.  On  the  15th  of  June,  1812,  a  memori- 
al was  presented  to  Congress,  from  various  merchants  in  New- 
York,  praying  for  a  continuance  of  the  embargo,  and  the  restric- 
tive system  generally ! 

You  are  amazed,  reader.  You  can  hardly  believe  me. — 
You  are  persuaded  that  I  am  not  serious — tiiat  I  am  putting 
your  credulity  to  a  severe  trial. 

You  are  "  all  in  the  wrong."  I  am  as  perfectly  serious  as 
I  have  ever  been.  And  to  remove  all  doubt  on  th«  subject, 
here  is  the  memorial — and  here  ulso  the  signers — forty-tv.o  fed- 
eralists and  sixteen  democrats.  Yes — deny  it,  who  can.  Here 
are  forty-two  federal  merchants,  invoking  congress  to  continue 
the  much  abused  "  restrictive  system^''  as  likely  to  extort  justice 
from  Great  Britain. 

MEM  OKI  AL- 

To  tJie  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  Amcnca  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memorial 
of  the  subscribers,  merchants  and  others  inhabitants  of  the  cit^ 
of  New-York,  respectfully  slieweth : 

That  your  meniorialists  feel,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  an  anxious  solicitude  for  the  honor  and  interests  of  their  coun- 
try, and  an  equal  determination  to  assert  and  maintain  them. 

That  your  memorialists  believe  that  A  CONTINUATION  OF  THE 
RESTRICTIVE  MEASURES  NOW  IN  OPERATION,  WILL 
PRODUCE  ALL  THE  BENEFITS,  WHILE  IT  PREVENTS  THE 
CALAMITIES  OF  WAR.  That  when  the  British  ministry  become 
convinced  that  a  trade  with  the  United  vStates  cannot  be  renewed,  but 
by  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  [):5^the  distress  of  their  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  and  their  inability  to  support  their  armies  in  Spain 
/Snd  Portugal,  will  probably  compel  theni  to  that  measure! 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  such  effects  are  even 
irov  VISIBLE  ;  and  it  may  be  reasonably  hoped,  that  a  continuance  of 
the  embargo  and  non-imoortation  laws  a  few  months  beyond  the  fourth 
day  of  July  next,  flT'WILL  EFFECT  A  COMPLETE  AND 
BLOODLESS  TRIUMPH  OF  OUR  RIGHTS. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  RESPECTr"ui.tiT  solicit  of  toitr  hon- 

Or.ABLE  BODY,    THE  PASSAGE  OF  A    LAW   CONTINUING  THE    EMBARGO, 

And  giving  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  power  to  discontinue 
the  whole  of  the  restrictive  eystem  on  the  rescinding  of  tha  British  or* 
dersin  council. 
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The  conduct  of  France  in  burning  our  ships,  in  sequestrating  our  pre- 
perty  entering  her  ports,  expecting  protection  in  consequence  of  the 
promised  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  delay  in  com- 
pleting a  treaty  with  the  American  minister,  has  excited  great  sensation: 
and  we  hope  and  trust  wili  call  forth  from  your  honorable  body  such  re- 
taliatory measures  as  may  be  best  calculated  to  procure  justice. 


John  Jacob  istor 
Samuel  Adams 
How'and  ^Grinnel 
E.  Slos?on 
Israel  Gibbs 
Isaac  Olason 
Jobn  Slidell 
John  K  Townscnd 
Andrew  Ogden  &  Co, 
Tliomas  Stonn 
Amos  Butler 
Ebenezer  Burrill 
Isaac  Heyr 
Ralph  Bnlkley 
Samuel  Bell 
John  F.  Delaplaice 
Peter  Stagg 
David  Taylor 
William  Adee 


Jolm  T.  Lawrence 
Joseph  VV.  Tolten 
Isaac  Schermerliorn 
Alexander  Rudcn 
Joseph  Otis 
Lewis  Hartman 
Garret  Stornv 
George  Bemeut 
S.  A.  Rich 
Abraham  Smith 
Thomas  H.  Smith,  jr. 
Andrew  Foster 
Jacob  Barker 
William  Lovett 
William  Edgar,  jun. 
Samuel  Stillwell 
Jacob  P  Giraud 
John  Hone 


Araasa  Jackson 
William  J.  RobinsoB 
Joseph  Strong 
Abraham  S.  Hallot 
Joshua  Jones 
Fredric  Giraud,  jr. 
Robert  Roberts 
John  Crookes 
Hugh  M'Cormict 
John  Depeyster 
Gilbert  Haigbt 
James  Lovett 
LefFert  LefForts 
Augustus  Wynkoop 
John  W.  Gale 
Thomas  Rich 
Samuel  Marshall 
Elbert  Herring 


John  Kane 
Neiv  York.  June  1st,  1812. 

A  member  of  congress,  Mr.  Taylor,  stated  that  he  was  in- 
formed there  were  on  that  list  the  niimes  of  two  presidents  of 
banks,  three  presidents  of  insurance  companies,  thirteen  direct- 
ors of  banks,  besides  other  names  of  *'  pre-eminent  standing  iri 
the  commercial  nwrWy  Ponder,  I  beseech  you,  reader,  on  these 
things.  They  demand  the  most  sober  and  serious  considera- 
tion. The  embargo  and  restrictive  system  generally,  after 
having  been  defeated  and  rendered  nugatory  by  mercantile  op- 
position, are  now,  by  the  merchants  themselves,  proclaimed 
to  the  world  as  likely  to  effect  "[TT'fl  Uoodltss  triumph  of  our 
li^Jits  r  What  a  severe  satire  on  themselves — what  a  panegjT- 
ic  on  their  opponents — this  short  sentence  contains  ! 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

The  Erskine  arrans:cmcnt.  A  most  liberal  and  mGgnanimous 
procedure^  prolahly  never  exceeded.  Loudly  app  lauded  byall 
parties.  Rejected  by  England.  Then  censured  by  the fedtral' 
ists.     Wonderful  inconsistency. 

Never  was  there  a  measure  of  more  fairness  and  candor,  than 
the  arrangement  made  by  our  government  with  Mr.  Erskine. — 
The  annals  of  diplomacy  may  be  ransacked  in  vain  to  produce 
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a  negociation  more  deserving  of  encomium,  or  more  honorable 
to  both  parties.  In  forty-four  days  after  Mr.  Madison's  inaugu- 
ration. Mr.  Erskine  made  candid  overtures  to  our  government 
for  an  accommodation  of  the  existing  differences  between  the 
two  nations.  They  were  met  with  a  proper  spirit  of  frankness, 
and  with  a  promptitude  never  exceeded.  The  overtures  were 
dated  the  1 7  th  of  April — the  reply  the  same  day — Mr.  Erskine's 
second  letter,  and  the  reply  of  the  secretary  of  state,  on  the  18  th. 
And,  both  parties  being  sincerely  desirous  of  a  reconciliation, 
an  equitable  arrangement  was  adjusted  in  two  days,  that  is  to 
say,  on  the  i9th,  whereby  neither  the  honor  nor  the  interest  of 
either  nation  was  compromitted.  Friendly  intercourse  between 
them  was  once  more  restored.  Never  was  a  negociation  con- 
flucted  on  more  liberal  or  generous  principles.  It  was  manly 
and  magnanimous — and  affords  one  of  the  very  few  instances  in 
which  diplomacy  was  divested  of  her  usual  attendants,  chicane 
and  fraud. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  this  subject, 
I  annex  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  that  took  place  re- 
«pecting  it,  between  our  government  and  the  British  minister. 
It  will  then  appear  that  the  transaction  can  hardly  be  too  high- 
ly eulogized. 

(No.  I.) 

MR.  ERSKINE    TO    MR.  SMITH. 

Washingtan^  Mth  JprU^  1809. 

*'  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoa,  that  I  have  received  his  majesty's 
-commands  to  represent  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  that  his  majesty 
is  animated  by  the  most  sincere  desire  for  an  adjustment  of  the  differences, 
which  have  unhappily  so  long  prevailed  between  the  two  countries,  the  re- 
tapitnlation  of  wliich  might  have  a  tendency  to  impede,  if  not  prevent  an 
amicable  understanding. 

"  It  having  been  represented  to  his  majesty's  govemmeat,  that  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  in  their  proceedings  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session, 
had  evinced  an  intention  of  passing  certain  laws,  which  would  place  the  rela- 
tions of<5reat  Britain  with  the  United  States  upon  an  equal  footing,  in  all  respects, 
■with  other  belligerent  powers,  I  have  accordingly  received  his  majesty's  com- 
mands, in  the  event  of  rach  laws  taking  place,  to  offer,  on  the  part  of  his 
majesty,  an  honorable  reparation  for  the  aggression,  committed  by  a  British 
naval  officer,  in  the  attack  on  the  United  States'  frigate  Chesapeake. 

*■'  Considering  the  act,  passed  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States  on  the 
fir^  of  March,  (usually  termed  the  non-intercourse  act)  as  having  produced 
a  state  of  equality,  in  the  relations  of  the  two  belligerent  powers,  with  respect 
to  the  United  States,  I  have  to  submit,  conformably  to  instructions,  for  the 
coribideration  of  the  American  government  such  terms  of  satisfaction  and  repara- 
tion, as,  his  majesty  is  induced  to  believe,  will  b^  accepted,  in  the  same  spiiiit 
of  conciliation,  with  which  they  are  proposed. 

"In  addition  to  the  prompt  disavowal  made  oy  his  majesty,  on  being  ap- 
prized of  the  unauthorized  act  committed  by  his  naval  ofEcer,  whose  recal  as 
a  mark  of  the  king's  displeasure,  from  an  highly  important  and  honorable  com- 
»and,  immediately  ensued,  his  majesty  is  willing  to  restore  tke  men  forcibly 

Q 


174  THE  OLIVE  BRANCH. 

-taken  out  of  the  Chesapeake,  and,  if  acceptable  to  the  American  govc  niment,  to 
itiake  a  suitable  provision  for  the  unfortunate  sufferers  on  that  occasion. 

''  I  have  tiio  honor  to  be,  witii  sentiments  of  the  liighest  respect  and  considera^ 
tlon,  sir,  your  mo£;t  obedient  humble  servant, 

D.  M,  ERSKINE  » 
Hon.  Hobcri  Smilh,  Esq.  secretary  of  siale^  &c. 

(No.  II.) 

MR.  SMITH  TO  MR.  ERSKINB. 

Deparlment  of  Slate,  April  17,  1809. 

"  Sir — I  have  laid  before  the  president  your  note  in  which  you  have,  in  the  name 
iiiul  by  the  order  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  declared  that  his  Britannic  majesty  is 
<k'sirous  of  making  an  honorable  reparation  for  the  aggression  committed  by  a 
British  naval  officer  in  tlie  attack  on  the  U.  States'  frigate  the  Chesapeake  ;  that 
in  addition  to  his  prompt  disavowal  of  the  act,  his  m?je<l5%  as;  a  mark  of  his  dis- 
pleasure, did  immediately  recal  the  offending  officer  from  a  highly  important  and 
honorable  command  ;  and  that  he  i-:  willing  to  restore  the  men  forcibly  taken  out 
of  the  Chesapeake  ;  and,  if  acceptable  to  tlie  American  government,  to  make  a 
suitable  provision  for  the  unfortunate  sufferers  on  that  occasion. 

*'  The  government  of  the  United  States  having  at  all  times  entertained  a  sin- 
of  re  desire  for  au  adjustment  of  tiie  differences  which  have  so  long  and  so  unhap- 
pily subsisted  between  the  two  countiies,  the  president  cannot  but  receive  with 
pleasure,  assurances  that  his  Britannic  majesty  is  animated  by  the  same  disposition 
— and  that  he  is  ready,  in  conformity  to  this  disposition,  to  make  atonement  for 
the  insult  and  aggression  committed  by  one  of  his  naval  olScers,  in  the  attack  ou 
the  United  States'  frigate  the  Chesapeake. 

"  As  it  appears,  at  the  same  time,  that  in  making  this  offer,  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty derives  a  motive  from  the  equality,  now  existing  in  the  relations  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  the  two  belligerent  powers,  the  president  owes  it  to  the  occasion, 
and  to  himself,  to  let  it  be  understood,  that  this  equality  is  a  result  incident  to  a 
gtate  of  things  growing  o»it  of  distinct  considerations. 

"  With  this  explanation,  as  requisite  as  it  is  frank,  I  am  authorised  to  inform 
you,  that  the  president  accepts  of  the  note  delivered  by  you,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  order  of  Uis  Britannic  majesty ;  and  will  consider  the  same,  with  the  engage- 
ment contained  therein,  when  fulfilled,  as  a  satisfaction  for  the  insult  and  injury  of 
'Which  he  ha?  complained.  But  I  have  it  in  express  charge  from  the  president  to 
state,  that  while  lie  forbears  to  insist  on  a  further  punishment  of  the  offending  of- 
licer,  I'.e  is  not  the  less  sensible  of  the  justice  and  utility  of  such  an  example,  nor 
the  less  persuaded  that  it  would  best  comport  with  what  is  due  from  his  Britannic 
majesty  to  his  own  honor. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect  and  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

R.  SMITH." 
The  hon.  David  M.  Erskine,  Esq.  envoy  exlraordbmry 

and  minister  phnipottntiary  qf  his  Brilannii  majesty. 

(No.  III.) 

MR.  ERSKINE  TO  MR.  SMITH- 

Washington.,  Jpril  18,  1S09. 

"  Sir — I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  his  majesty,  having  been  per- 
suaded that  the  honorable  repamtion  which  he  had  caused  to  be  tendored  for  the 
unauthorised  attack  upon  the  American  frigate  Chesapeake,  would  be  accepted  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  spirit  of  conciliation  with  which 
it  was  proposed,  has  instructed  me  to  express  his  satisfaction,  should  such  a  happy 
termination  of  that  affair  take  place— not  only  as  having  removed  a  painful  cause 
of  difference,  but  as  affording  a  fair  prospect  of  a  complete  and  cordial  under- 
i^anding  being  re-established  between  ihc  two  countries. 
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"  Tbe  favorable  change  in  tha  relations  of  his  majesty  with  the  United  States, 
which  has  been  produced  by  the  act  (usually  termed  the  non-intercourse  act)  pass- 
ed in  the  last  ses«on  of  congress,  was  also  anticipated  by  his  m:ijesty  ;  and  has 
encouraged  a  further  hope,  that  the  re-consideration  of  the  existing  differences, 
might  lead  to  their  satisfactory  adjustment. 

"  On  these  grounds  and  expectations,  I  am  instructed  to  communicate  to  the  A.- 
merican  government,  his  majesty's  determination  of  sending  to  the  Uiiited  States 
an  envoy  extraordinary,  invested  wit'i  full  powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  the 
points  of  the  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  with  a  view  to  contribute  to  the  attainment  of  so  desirablt? 
an  object ;  his  majesty  would  be  willing  so  withdraw  his  orders  in  council  of  Jan- 
uary and  November,  1807,  so  far  as  respects  the  United  States,  in  the  persuasion 
that  tbe  president  of  the  United  States  would  issue  a  proclamation  for  the  renew- 
al of  the  intercourse  with  Great  Britairv ;  and  that  whatever  difference  of  opinion 
should  arise  ia  the  interpretation  of  the  terms  of  such  an  agreement  will  be  re- 
moved io  the  proposed  negotiation. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration  and  ^-- 
teem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant,. 

D.  M.  ERSKINE." 
Hon.  Robert  Smith,  S{c.  8(C.  4'C. 

(No.  IV.) 

MR.  SMITH  TO  WJl.  ERSKINE. 

Department  of  State,  ^pril  \Z,  1809. 
*'  Sir — The  note  which  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you  this  day,  I  lost 
no  time  in  laying  before  the  president,  who  being  sincerely  desirous  of  a  satisfac- 
tory adjustment  of  the  differences  unhappily  existing  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  has  authorised  me  to  assure  you,  that  he  will  meet,  with  a 
disposition  correspondent  with  that  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  the  determination  of 
Iiis  majesty  to  send  to  the  United  States  a  special  envoy,  invested  with  full  pow- 
ers to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  the  points  of  the  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

*'  I  am  further  authorised-  to  assure  you,  that  in  case  his  Britannic  majesty 
should,  in  the  meantime,  withdraw  his  orders  in  council  of  January  and  Novem- 
ber, 1807,  so  far  as  respects  the  United  States,  the  president  will  not  fail  to  issue 
a  proclamation  by  virtue  of  the  authority,  and  for  the  purposes  specified,  in  the- 
eleventh  section  of  the  statute,  commonly  called  the  non -intercourse  act. 

Ihave  the  honrr,"  &c.  &;c.  &c, 

R.  5MITHi 
(No.  V.) 

Mn.  ERSKISE  TO  MR.  SMITH  ' 

WaiJiinglon,  April  19,  1809. 
**  Sir— In  consequence  o7 the  acceptance,  by  the  president,  as  stated  in  your 
letter  dated  the  I8th  Inst,  of  the  proposals  made  by  me  on  the  part  of  his  majesty, 
in  my  letter  of  the  same  day,  for  the  renewal  of  the  intercourse  between  the  re- 
spective countries,  I  am  authorised  to  declare,  that  his  majesty's  orders  in  fcoun- 
cil  of  January  and"  November,  1807,  will  have  been  withdrawn  as  respects  the  \j* 
nited  States,  on  the  1 0th  day  of  June  next.  I  have  th&  honor  to  be."  ^-c,  c^c. 

D.  M.  ER5K1NE. 
Honorable  Robert  Smith,  ice  S^c. 

(No.  VI.) 

MR.  SMITH  TO  MR.    ERSKINE. 

Department  of  State,  April  19,  1809. 
Sir — Having  laid  before  the  president  your  note  of  this  day,  containing  an- 
asForance,  that  his  Britannic  majesty  will,  on  the  tenth  day  of  June  next,  have 
withd!-E.wn  his  orders  ia  council  ofJacuary  acd  November,  ii07,  so  far  as  per 
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ppects  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  tlie  president 
will  accordingly,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  statute,  commor.- 
ly  called  the  non-intercourse  act,  issue  a  proclamation,  so  that  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  Great  Britain  may  on  the  same  day  be  renewed  in  the  mai.* 
ner  provided  in  the  ?aid  section.     I  have  the  honor,"  «S:c,  &.c. 

R.  SMITH. 

BY   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   THE   TTXITED  STATES   OE    AMERICA, 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

*'  Whereas  it  is  provided  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  congress  entitled 
"  An  act  to  interdict  the  comaierci.il  intercourse  between  tiie  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  that 
*'  in  case  either  France  or  Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as 
that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  ihe  neutral  commerce  of  tlie  United  States,"  the 
president  Is  authorised  to  declare  the  sauie  by  proclamation ;  after  which  the 
trade  suspended  by  the  said  act,  and  by  an  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and 
vesse  s  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  tha  United  States,  and  the  several  acts  supple- 
mentary thereto,  may  be  renewed  with  the  nation  so  doing.  .^nd  whereas  the 
honorable  David  Montague  ErsLine,  his  Britannic  majesty*^s  em'oy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary,  has,  by  the  order  and  in  the  name  of  his  sovereign, 
declared  to  tliis  government,  that  the  British  orders  in  council  of  January  and 
November,  1307,  will  have  been  withdrawn  as  re.-pects  the  United  States,  on 
the  tent'p.  day  of  June  next.  ZVow,  llrrefore,  I,  James  Madison,  President  of  the 
United  Stnles,  do  hereby  proclaim,  that  the  orders  in  ceuncil  aforesaid  will  have 
been  withdrawn  on  the  ?3iu  te.-ilh  dv\y  of  June  ned  ;  after  which  day  the  traiic  of 
the  United  States  witu  Great  Britain,  as  suspended  by  the  act  of  cojigress  above 
mentioned,  and  an  act  laying  aa  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessel?  in  the  ports  and 
harbours  of  the  United  States,  and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto,  may 
be  renewed. 

*'  GivsD  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  at  Washington, 
the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
L.  s.     hundred  and  nine,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States,  the 
thirty-third." 

JAMES  MADI,SO^^ 
St;  the  President, 

RT.  SMITH,  Secretary  nf  State. 

Never  was  a  measure  more  loudly  or  unanimously  applaudeti. 
Parties  agreed  in  their  encomiums  on  the  act  and  the  actors,  who 
never  before  or  since  accorded  on  any  subject  The  federalists^ 
cannot  have  forgotten— if  they  have,  history  will  not  forget — 
that  they  repeatedly  asserted,  in  the  most  confident  terms,  that 
England  had  been  at  all  times  ready  to  do  us  justice  ; — that  it 
had  been  in  the  power  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at  any  period  of  his  ad- 
ministration, to  have  procured  equally  fair  and  honorable  terms  ; 
and  that  nothing  but  his  profligate  devolion  to  France,  and  his 
deadly  hostility  to  England,  had  prevented  an  equitable  adjust- 
ment of  all  our  differences.  Mr.  Madison  was  hailed  as  a  truly 
American  president.  He  was  invited  to  federal  entertainments 
• — claimed  as  a  federalist  and  a  Washingtonian — and  halcyon 
days  of  peace  and  plenty  were  augured  under  his  administration, 
which  was  indubitably  to  usher  in  a  political  millenium.  This 
farce  was  carried  on  eo  far  by  the  federalists,  that  the  democrat« 
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begem  to  grcm- jealous.       They  were  afraid  of  losing  the  presi- 
dent, whose  election  they  had  taken  such  pains  to  secure. 

In  an  evil  hour  for  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  this 
honorable  arrangement  was  fautuitously  and  dishonorably  re- 
jected by  the  British  ministrj^ — and  thus  the  two  countiies  were 
once  more  involved  in  the  most  vexatious  discussions. 

So  far  as  respects  the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison,  this 
affair  affords  the  most  indubitable  evidence  of  the  utter  false- 
hood of  the  chargeof  French  influence,  with  which  the  wide  wel- 
kin has  rung,  and  which  has  been,  and  is,  as  firmly  believed  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  citizens,  as  any  portion  of  "  holj 
writ."  Had  there  been  the  slightest  particle  of  that  noxious  in- 
fiaenciB  in  our  cabinet,  it  could  not  have  failed  to  prevent  such  a 
rapid  movement  as  healing  the  long-enduring  and  cankered 
breaches  between  the  two  countries  in  two  days. 

Never  in  the  annals  of  mankind,  did  a  rooted,  inveterate*, 
and  contemptible  prejudice  exist,  so  completely,  so  unanswer- 
ably borne  down  by  a  strong  ami  irrefutable  fact,  as  in  this  case 
is  the  accusation  of  French  influence  :  and  yet  no  more  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  the  strong  and  irresistible  fact,  than  if  it 
had  not  the  slightest  bearing  whatever  on  the  subject.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  thi?  senseless, 
this  absurd,  this  Jacobinical  cry  of  French  influence  has  disturb- 
ed the  harmony  of  the  country — endangered  its  peace — and 
produced  the  most  magical  effects,  on  "  Ihe  most  enlightened 
nation  in  the  world.." 

In  every  age,  and  every  nation  there  is  some  slang  pre va- 
lent,  by  which  the  people  are  besotted,  bereft  of  their  reasoir, 
and  led  "  to  play  such  pranks  before  high  heaven,  as  make  e'en: 
angels  weep."  Who  is  ignorant  of  the  magical  effects  in  Great 
Britain  of  the  cry,  "  the  church  is  in  danger,"  whereby  the  se- 
verities  and  restrictions  under  whicb  the  protectant  dissenters 
groaned  for  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  were  firmly  riv- 
eted on  them.  The  cry  of  "  French  influence'''  in  the  United 
States  has  been  so  often  reiterated,  and  so  far  believed  that  it 
appears  to  thousands  of  our  citizens  both  impertinent  and  absurd 
to  doubt  its  existence.  But  there  never  has  been  the  shadow  of 
proof  of  its  existence  alledged.  And  I  feel  perfectly  confidenf^ 
that  there  are  thousands  of  Englishmen  in  various  part*  of  the 
United  States,  particularly  in  our  seaports,  any  one  of  whom 
takes  a  more  active  j)art  in  our  politics,  and  has  more  influence 
on  our  affairs,  than  any  twenty  Frenchmen.  Talleyrand's  ob- 
servation on  this  subject  is  perfectly  just.  "In  every  part  of 
America  through  which  I  have  travelled,  I  have  not  found 
a  WDgle  Englishman,  who  did   not  feel   himself  to  be  asu 
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American  ;  nor  a  single  Frenchman  \vho  did  not  find  himself 
a  s<ranger."*^ 

There  are  Frenchmen  in  New-York,  Philadelpliia,  and  Bal- 
timore, who  have  been  naturalized  ten,  twenty,  and  even  thirty 
years,  who  do  not  interfere  so  much  in  our  politics  as  English, 
Scotch,  and  Irishmen  frequently  do  within  the  first  monih^afler 
their  arrival.  I  have  never,  iu  thirty  years,  known  three 
Frenchmen  in  Philadelphia  who  took  an  active  part  iu  our  pol- 
itics.    Many  of  them  rarely  exercise  the  elective  franchise. 

This  i»a  digression^  Let  us  retui-n  to  the  Erskine  arrange- 
ment. 

The  conduct  of  the  federalists  respecting  this  celebrated  in- 
strument, was  to  the  last  degree  inconsistent  and  indefensible — 

They  were,  after  it  wa&  agreed  upon,  as  1  have  stated,  unan- 
imous and  loud  in  their  applause  of  England,  for  her  magna- 
nimity in  offering,  and  of  Mr.  Madison,  for  his  patriotism  and 
public  spirit  in  accepting,  the  terms  proposed  by  Mr.  Erskine. 
The  force  of  the  langague  was  exhausted,  in  pa^legyrical 
strains.  All  the  praises  of  Mr.  Madison  were  accomi)anied  by 
direct  or  insinuated  abuse  of  his  predecessor.  The  two  i)re8i- 
dents  appeared  like  the  two  ends  of  a  scale-beam.  In  proportion 
as  one  rose,  the  other  sunk.  Mr.  Madison  was  raised  among 
ihe  celestials — Mr.  Jefferson  sunk  among  the  infernals.  There 
%vas  hardly  one  of  the  party  from  New-Hampshire  to  Georgia, 
who  did  not  assert,  that  had  Mr.  Jefferson  been  disposed,  he 
might  have  made  an  arrangement  on  as  favourable  terms  at  any 
iirae  during  bis  administration — for  England  had  been  at  all 
times  equally  disposed  to  do  us  justice. 

But  when  England  rejected  this  arrangement — ^\vhen  she  gave 
the  lie  direct  to  all  their  asseverations  of  her  willingness  toad- 
just  the  differences  between  the  two  countries,  on  fair  and  hon- 
orable principles — they  still  defended  her.  They  assailed,  and 
abused,  and  vilified,  and  degraded  their  own  government.  And 
Mr.  Madison,  who  had  been  placed  among  the  stars  of  beaten, 
fiunk  down  at  once  below  the  horizon  into  pitchy  darkness, 
with  his  predecessor.  And  for  what  ?  Had  he  committed  any 
erime  to  warrant  this  cliaage  of  opinion  ?  No.  Had  he  alter- 
ed the  system  of  conduct  which  had  been  so  highly  extolled  ?^^ 
No.  Had  he  broken  his  faith  with  England  ?  No.  Had"  wR^ 
f&iledofhis  duty  to  his  country  ?  No."  His  only  crime  w^s, 
that  England  broke  the  faith  her  minister  had  so  solemnly  pledged 
to  him,  and  to  tha  t  cruelly  injured  and  otdraged  country  1 1 !  1 1 
Alas  !  alas  I  poor  human  nature  ! 

*  Memoir  on  the  Coimaercial  Relations  of.the  Ueited  States  with  En^an^^ 
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To  establish  fully  what  I  have  asserted,  I  annex  extracts 
from  the  federal  papers  and  speeches,  published  before  and  after 
the  fatal,  the  monstrous,  the  absurd  rejection  of  this  arrano-e- 
meat. 

*'  We  owe  It  to  Mr.  Madison  ancJ  his  cablnst  to  say,  and  we  do  It  with  prld€ 
and  pleasure,  that  they  have  corae  forward  with  a  degree  of  proniotitude  and 
manliness  Avhich  reflrxt  muck  honor  on  them  and  the  courdry.  Mr.  IVIadlson  has 
now  done  rj^  rchat  Mr.  Jefferson  was  requested  by  the  British  governmerd  to  do  in- 
the  note  npptndcd  to  the  treaty  returned  by  kirn.  Mr.  Madi?on  Is  now  eSectually 
resisting  the  French  decrees,  hy  a  total  non-iatercourse  with  that  country  ;  and 
this  couatiy  wiil  thauk  him  for  it  to  the  latesi  generation."  Uiiited  States'  Ga- 
zette, April  24,  1809. 

"  Q;5=»  The  candor,  liberality,  and  sincerity  displayed  in  those  documents,  arr: 
alike  ti'inorable  to  ike  two  governmcrds .''"'  Poulson's  American  Dailv  Advertiser, 
April  22,  180?. 

"The  non-intercourse  with  France,  which  congress  threateacd  Nov.  22,  1808,- 
and  really  enacted  March  lat,  1809,  to  take  place  on  20th  .May  next — this  meas- 
ure against  France,  produced  what  no  measure  against  England  »Ione  could  ob- 
tain. Ei^.glund  tvas  to  be  7von  with  signs  of  justice  and  imperiialiiy ;  and  yietdal 
to  these  considerations  ivkat  she  would  not  yield  eiiher  to  threats  or  f(rrc&. — Bostoa 
Repertory,  May  9,  1809. 

"  Nothinz  here  said^  designed  to  reflect  on  Mr.  Madison  as  the  president  of 
the  United  States,     jj;^  In  the  fikst  act  in  which  aaHAs  been  called  upoi»,. 
HE  HAS  BEHAVED  WITH  WISDOM.     May  he  go  on  so.     Mr.  Madison  thus  far  has  ia- 
fact  acted  ministerially  ;  that  is,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  congre=?,  or  the  generally 
eA'pressed  voice  of  his  countrymen." — Idem. 

"  We  shall  not  stop  to  enquire  whe  her  the  spirited  and  vigorous  measures  of 
^Vew-England^ — their  determined  puhlic  declaration*  that  they  would  not  submit 
to  an  unnecessary  and  destructive  war,  has  Induced  the  administraton  to  listen  te 
•J^J=»  <Ac  same  term<i  nhick  Great  Britain  has  always  hten  ready  to  offer,  and  t9 
nhich  ire  have  uniformly  contended  she  was  sincerely  disposed.''^ — Bostoa  Gazette, 
April,  1809. 

"  That  Mr.  Madison  does  not  wish  to  embroil  us  with  England,  we  are  now 
thoroughly  convinced  ^  while  he  continues  to  pursue  an  honest  and  impirtial  policy, 
where  he  makes  one  enemy  he  will  gain  a  dozen  friends." — Baltimore  Federal 
Republican,  as  quoted  by  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  June  22, 1809. 

"  Scarcely  was  Mr.  Madison  seated  in  the  chair  of  state,  when,  contrary  to  all 
our  expectations,  but  agreeably  to  all  our  wishes,  he  gave  the  lie  to  all  hi^  elec- 
tioneering advocates  ;  abandoned  practically  and  In  the  face  of  the  world  the  pol- 
icy and  course  of  the  sage;  and  concluded  with  Mr.  Erskine  an  agreement,, 
which,  rrj=>  knocking  the  igtumnnious  hand-cuffs  frornour  hands,  unmooring  our 
ship>,  rejoicing  our  heart",  and  elevating  our  hopes, cC^xdrevf  from  the  union,  (the 
jacobins  excepted)  an  unfeigned  hurst  of  heart-cheering  applause.  Q^  Never 
statesman  did  an  act  more  papular  or  m^re  conducive  to  the  true  and  permanent  ir.^ 
terest  of  his  csunfr?/."— Philadelphia  Gazette,  June  23,  1809. 

*'  The  public  documents  which  we  this  day  have  the  satisfaction  of  laying  be- 
fore our  readers  are  of  a  highly  pleasing  and  interesting  character.  The  note  of 
Mr.  Erskine  furnishes  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  real  disposition  on  the  part  of 
his  government  to  adjust,  on  permanent  principles,  the  long  subsisting  diiFerenees 
with  this  country :  and  Mr.  Smith's  answer  to  that  note  evinces  a  candor  and 
promptitude  equally  honorable  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  American  admmis- 
tration.  While  both  parties  are  governed  by  this  spirit  nf  cinjidencc  in  the  assur- 
ances of  each  oUier,  we  can  foresee  no  possible  circumstance  to  unpede  their  arri- 
ving ai-  a  full,  liberal  aad  advantag^eouij  acconunodatiaa."— P^itodfiZjJ.ya  Gazettty 
iuoe  19.  1809. 
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*'  TVe  sincerely  trust  that  an  enlightened  admiDistraliou  will  continue  by  its 
measures  of  prudence,  economy  and  wisdom,  to  increase  the  mortification  and 
rage  of  men,  aliens  to  the  true  interests  and  honor  of  our  country." — Ibid. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1 809,  Mr.  Randolph  moved  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

"  R€i,olved,  That  the  promptitude  and  frankness  with  which  the  president  of 
the  United  States  has  met  the  overtures  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to- 
wards a  restoration  of  h^irmouy  and  free  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
nations,  meet  the  approbatien  of  tiiis  house." 

This  occasioned  a  long  debate,  in  which  the  federalists  were 
universally  in  favor  of  the  motion.  Mr.  Barent  Gardenier  was 
among  the  most  ardent  eulogists  of  Mr.  Madison.  There  ap- 
peared to  be  no  bounds  to  his  applause. 

*'  This  tree,  from  which  we  expected  to  gather  only  th«  fruit  of  bitterne?s  an«l 
sorrow,  is  already  yielding  us  fruit  far  different — gladness  and  unspeakable  joy. — 
To  speak  io  tlie  language  of  the  resolution,  '  the  promptitude  and  frankness  with 
which  the  president  fias  met  the  overtures  ot  (neat  Bnlaiji,''  while  they  receive  the 
applause  and  tlie  gnititude  of  the  nation,  call  not  less  iiuperiously  for  an  unequiv- 
ocal expression  of  theiu  by  tliis  liouse. 

"  I  must  say  that  I  do  like  the  words  '  promptitude  and  frankness.'  The  com» 
pUment  they  con>ey  is  highly  merited,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  prove. 

"For  bringing  about  this  state  of  things,  [j^  I  yield  my  hearty  approbatioa 
to  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  ;  and  1  believe  that  when  none  of  us  could 
see  the  end  of  our  troubles,  the  president  was  secretly  conducting  us  to  the  late 
kappy  results. 

"  But  at  last  that  state  of  things,  ORIGINALLY  PROPOSED  BY  GREAT 
BRITAIIV,  has  been  brought  about,  both  as  it  regards  the  equality  contended  for 
and  as  regards  the  assurance  of  resistance  desired.  The  proclamation  being  re- 
moved, a  fair  adju-tment  could  meet  with  no  impediment  from  that  cause. — 
jr7=»  And  it  is  a  melancholy  fact,  in  this  respect  there  never  would  have  beea  as 
luipediment,  if  THIS  government  had  been  willing  to  do  originally  what  it  hai 
at  last  consented  to  do. 

"It  is  for  the  '  promptitude  and  frankness  with'^  which  the  president  met  this 
overture,  that  I  thank  him  most  cordially  in  behalf  of  my  country.  I  approve  it 
most  heartily. 

"  And  it  is  now  in  proof  before  us.  as  I  have  always  said  and  contended,  that 
r*-^  Nothing  was  wanting  but  a  proper  spirit  of  conciliation — nothing  but  fair  and 
l&onorable  dealing  on  the  part  of  THIS  country,  to  bring  to  a  happy  issue  all  the 
fictitious  differences  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain ;  and  that  is  now  ac- 
knowledged to  be  true,  for  saying  which  I  have  been  so  much  censured — censur- 
ed, because  it  suited  the  purposes  of  some  people  to  attribute  to  me  a  conSdence 
in  the  justice  of  the  British  government,  which  did  not  become  an  American  citi- 
zen. 

"  The  president  very  properly  relying  on  the  assurances  of  the  British  minis- 
ter, that  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  would  have  been  withdrawn  on  or  before 
the  twentieth  of  June  then  next,  aothorised  a  renewal  of  intercourse  after  thafe 
day." 

The  governor  of  Massachusetts,  in  his  speech  to  the  le-. 
gislature,  unites  his  praises  with  those  of  Mr.  Gardenier— 

"  We  have  groat  reason  to  indulge  the  hope  of  realising  those  views  f arising, 
from  a  revival  of  commerce]  from  the  prompt  and  amicable  disposition  with- 
wUich  it  b  understood  the  preseat  federal  administfatioa  met  the  coaciliatwj 
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overtures  of  Great  Britain— rj5=  a  disposition  wliich  is  entitled  to,  and  will  cer- 
tainly receive,  the  hearty  approbation  of  every  one  who  sincerely  loves  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  nation." 

The  senate  and  house  of  representatives  re-echo  the  enco- 
miastic strain : 

"  The  present  administration  of  the  general  government  has  {J^T^  had  f.ie  wis-' 
dom  to  discern,  and  patriotism  to  commence,  a  course  of  policy  respectino-  our 
commerce  and  foreign  relations,  which  i<  calculated  to  promote  the  prosperity, 
and  to  secure  the  peace  and  independence  of  our  country." 

**  The  prompt  acceptance  by  the  federal  administration  of  the  conciliatory 
overtures  of  Great  Britain,  wiiich  opened  the  door  for  the  removal  of  those 
grievous  embarrassments  by  which  the  ipdustry  and  enterprise  of  our  citizens 
have  so  lon^fbeen  paralized,  rj^  meets  the  approbation  and  will  ensure  the 
support  of  this  commonwealth." 

Messrs.  Wagner  and  Hanson  chimed  in  ^vith  the  general 
strain  of  approbation,  \vhich  was  carried  to  the  utmost  extent, 
in  order,  by  the  contrast,  to  blacken  the  character  of  the  former 
administration. 

*'  Sophisti-y  is  busily  at  work  in  the  democratic  papers  to  show  that  the  accom- 
modation with  England!  s  the  result  of  democratic  plans that  is  to  say,  of  the 

embargo  and  non-intercpurse  law.  If  this  could  be  made  to  appear,  it  would  so 
far  absolve  their  authors  from  the  nain  and  sufierings  imposed  by  those  laws,  as 
to  prove  that  they  had  some  effect.  But  the  common  sense  of  the  people  is  proof 
against  the  delusion  j  who  are  persuaded  that  what  was  so  easily  effected  in  April 
last,  might  have  been  done  long  before,  and  the  nation  been  thereby  saved  from  the 
humiliation  of  retiring  from  the  exercise  of  it?  rights  upon  the  ocean,  as  well  as 
the  immen&e  loss  it  has  suffered,  and  continues  to  sustain  in  the  decay  and  depre- 
ciation of  its  produce.  Every  reflecting  mind  feels  this  at  once  ;  no?  does  it  re- 
quire any  circuitous  argument  to  be  convinced,  that  ijy^  a  persevering  and  ardent 
opposition  to  these  democratic  juggles,  and  not  a  voiuucary  abandonment  of  them, 
broke  the  embargo,  and  placed  France  and  Great  Britain  upon  that  equal  footing 
which  the  latter  uniformly  declared  would  induce  her  to  compromise. 

*'  Sincere  and  general  as  has  been  the  joy  spread  by  the  return  of  a  good  undei*r 
standing  with  England,  will  be  the  indignation,  whieli  at  no  distant  day,  a  calm 
review  of  the  snares  which  have  been  laid  to  entrap  our  peace^  and  extinguish 
our  prosperity  will  unavoidably  inspire.  The  current  of  the  disapprobation  of 
this  conspiracy  is  not  at  a  stand.  It  has  much  greater  progress  to  make  ;  nor 
will  it  stop  until  it  places  an  insuperable  bar  against  even  the  aspiring  party  which 
till  lately  has  lorded  it  without  opposition  over  the  state  of  Maryland.?^* 

I  shall  add  to  these  extracts  the  sentinients  of  Mr.  Coleman) 
editor  of  the  New-York  Evening  Post,  which  are  as  strong  and 
decisive  as  any  of  the  others. 

"  Look  at  the  files  of  this  paper  for  a  twelvemonth.  You  will  find  it  insisted 
upon  that  rj^  Great  Britain  wished  for  an  adjustment  of  differences,  and  would 
come  to  an  accommodation  the  moment  we  gave  her  a  chance  to  do  so,  by  placing 
her  on  an  equal  footing  with  France.  Mr.  Erskine  very  promptly  begins,  by 
stating,  on  our  goverBmenfs  placing  England  on  a  footing  with  France,  England 
will  make  reparation — rj;j=JusT  precisely  what  i  have  said  a  hundred  times 

OVER  IN  this  paper,  SHE  ^VOULD  VERY  GLADLY  DO. 

''  The  first  part  of  the  second  resolution  accompanying  the  report  of  the  com- 
jnittee  of  foreign  relations,  contemplated  an  arrangement  by  which  the  respect- 
ive belligerents  would  be  placed  in  a  state  of  equality  as  to  the  exclusioa  of  tiiei? 

^Federal  Bepubiiean,  July  4,  1899. 
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ships  of  war  from  our  harbors.  Thie  report  was  sent  to  England  ;  and  immcdl  • 
ately  the  British  minister  directed  Mr.  Erskine  to  make  the  propositions  which 
have  lately  been  acceded  to  and  published,  provided  any  nieasuie  was  adopted 
wliich  would  place  Great  Britain  in  a  state  of  equality  with  her  enemies,  as  to 
tiie  admission  or  exclusion  of  her  ships  of  war  from  our  harbors.  The  non-i.n- 
TERcouRSE  ACT  AVAS  OF  THIS  NATfRE.  Mr.  Erskine  stated  the  intentions  of  his 
government,  and  an  agreement  has  been  made."f 

"  Well  may  the  merchants  of  Alexandria  rejoice  at  Mr.  Madison's  return  to 
the  good  old  principles  of  Federalism.  Let  the  crazy  professors  of  Jefeerson- 
iSM  give  tticmselve.s  up  to  wet^ging  and  wailing,  and  all  tiie  afflicting  slings  of  jeal- 
ousy and  mortification.  The  Tederalists  WILL  pay  homage  to  Mr.  MadisoD, 
while  he  continues  to  pursue  the  course  he  has  taken. "| J 

Relying  on  the  good  faith  of  Great  Britain,  our  government 
immediately  removed  all  the  restrictions  on  her  commerce,  re- 
stored the  intercourse  between  the  two  nations  to  the  state  in 
^vhich  it  had  been  previous  to  the  misunderstanding,  and  natu- 
rally expected  to  be  met  on  the  same  fair  and  honorable  ground 
by  the  other  contracting  party.  But  fatally  other  counsels  pre- 
vailed at  St.  James'.  The  solemn  contract  made  by  its  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  was  rejected  on  the  ground  of  his  having 
"  exceeded  his  instructions." 

Had  Mr.  Erskine  made  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  the  honor  and 
interests  of  his  country — the  rejection  of  his  arrangement  might 
be  palliated,  perhaps  justified.  But  no  man  who  has  any  re- 
gard to  his  character,  will  pretend  this  to  have  been  the  case. — 
Both  were  equally  secured.  And  to  prevent  any  difficulty  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  dispute,  to  evince  more  fully  Mr.  Madi- 
son's sincere  wish  for  harmony,  the  thorny  and  difficult  sub- 
ject of  impressment  was  laid  aside  for  future  neprociation. 

"  But  Mr.  Erskine  exceeded  his  instructions."  What  in  the 
name  of  heaven,  I  ask,  must  have  been  the  instructions  that 
did  not  warrant  an  envoy  extraordinary  to  propose  or  ratify 
such  an  arrangement ;  so  plain,  so  simjile,  so  fair,  and  so  hon- 
orable ? 

But  admitting  for  a  moment,  that  Mr.  Erskine  exceeded  his 
instructions — or  let  us  even  suppose  that  he  had  made  this  ar- 
rangement of  his  own  mere  motion,  without  any  instructions 
whatever — what  reasonable  objection  could  be  made  to  it  ? — 
Could  the  most  partial  friend  of  England,  if  actuated  by  honor- 
able views,  require  better  terras  ? 

Let  us  analyse  the  arrangement — let  us  state  the  quid  pro 

fUO — 

+  New-York  Evening  Post,  April  21,  1809. 

X  Federal  Republican. 

\  Thege  extracts  are  chiefly  taken  from  "  Things  as  th«y  are.-* 
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To  America  it  afforded 

1.  A  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council — 

2.  Atonement  for  the  outrage  on  the  Chesapeake. 

To  England 

1.  A  restoration  to  all  the  immense  advantages  of  the  most 
valuable  commerce  in  the  world — 

2.  A  continuation  of  the  suspension  of  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  France. 

I  freely  appeal  at  this  moment  to  George  Cabot,  James 
Llojd,  jun.  governor  Strong,  Timothy  Pickering,  Alexander 
Contee  Hanson,  or  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  to  decide  whether 
there  were  any  thing  in  these  terms  that  could  warrant  the  gov- 
ernment of  a  mighty  nation  to  break  the  faith  pledged  by  its 
minister — and  to  attach  shame,  disgrace,  and  dishonor  to  that 
minister  in  the  eyes  of  his  own  nation  and  of  the  whole  world  ? 
Neither  of  these  gentlemen  will  dare  to  aver  that  there  was. 

The  reader  who  has  perused  with  attention  the  Erskine  ar- 
rangement, and  considered  the  advantageous  terms  it  ensured 
to  England,  will  be  struck  with  surprise.  He  will  naturally  ask, 
by  what  iilstarred  and  fatal  counsels  were  the  British  ministry 
influenced  to  reject  this  measure  ?  This  is  a  question  not  easi- 
ly answered.     I  shall  attempt  a  solution. 

A  recurrence  to  the  26th  chapter  of  this  work,  will  shew  the 
tumultuous,  disorganizing,  and  Jacobinical  proceedings  that  oc- 
curred in  Massachusetts  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1809. — 
Open  resistance  to  the  embargo  was  advocated  in  the  papers — 
preached  from  the  pulpit — plainly  menaced  in  the  legislative 
body — and  publicly  proclaimed  in  inflammatory  resolutions  of 
town  meetings. 

Intelligence  of  these  disgraceful,  these  Jacobinical  proceed- 
ings reached  England  contemporaneously  with  the  account  of 
Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  Bri- 
tish ministry  deceived  themselves  into  the  opinion  that  our 
government  would  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  restrictive  system 
altogether;  that  they  would  then  be  able  to  enforce  the  orders 
in  council,  without  losing  the  advantages  of  our  trade  ;  and  that 
this  consideration  induced  them  to  reject  the  arrangement. 

This  I  offer  merely  as  a  conjecture.  That  it  is  plausible, 
cannot  be  denied.  But  in  our  day  there  will  probably  be  no 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  how  far  it  is  correct. 

Another  reason  has  been  assigned.  It  is  said  that  George 
III.  was  irritated  at  the  implied  censure  of  his  government  re- 
spactiugthe  conduct  of  admiral  Berkley,  which,  it  is  asserted, 
60  far  wounded  his  feelings  as  to  induce  him  to  reject  the  ar- 
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rangement.  Many  of  our  citizens  have  defended  the  rejection 
on  this  ground.  Let  us  calmly  and  boldly  investigate  the  af- 
fair. 

The  United  States  are  in  a  state  of  profound  peace.  One  of 
their  frigates  leaves  port.  She  expects  no  attack.  Slie  is  un- 
prepared for  resistance.  She  is  followed  by  a  vessel  of  superior 
force,  belonging  to  a  friendly  power.  This  vessel  has  just  en- 
joyed the  hospitalities  of  our  ports.  She  overtakes  our  frigate. 
She  imperiously  demands  four  seamen,  said  to  be  British. —  . 
British  or  Americans,  they  had  entered  voluntarily.  And  let 
it  be  borne  in  remembrance,  the  demand  is  made  by  a  nation 
which  holds  in  bondage,  thousands  of  our  citizens,  who,  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  lawful  vocations,  have  been  seized  by  force  and 
violence,  and  often  with  bloodshed  and  desperate  wounds. — 
And  further  let  it  be  also  borne  in  remembrance,  the  demand 
is  made  by  a  nation  which  has  proclaimed,  as  an  irrev0ca- 
BLE  law  to  all  THE  WORLD,  that  sJic  iviU  hold  dt  every  hazard, 
those  seamen^  natives  of  whatsoever  country  they  may  he^  who  en- 
ter her  service  voluntarily*  The  demand  is  repelled.  Our 
frigate  is  attacked.  Our  unresisting  citizens  are  cruelly  mur- 
dered ! ! !  The  decks  of  the  vessel  flow  with  blood ! !  She  is 
taken.  The  crew  is  overhauled.  Four  of  them  are  outrage- 
ously seized  and  made  prisoners.  One  is  ignominiously  hang- 
ed ! !   The  other  three,  fully  proved  to  be  impressed  Americans, 

are  held  in  bondage 1  can  go  no  farther My  pen  refuses 

its  office Does  not  this  blood  cry  to  heaven  for  vengeance 

on  the  murderer  ?  Can  the  foul  stain  be  effaced  but  with  blood  ? 
"  Whoso  sheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed." 

But,  reader,  I  was  wrong.  My  feelings  led  me  astray. — 
The  atonement  was  worthy  of  the  justice  of  the  monarch 
whose  subjects  perpetrated — worthy  of  the  nation  which  suf- 
fered— the  horrible  outrage.  For  Admiral  BerkUy  "  was  re  call- 
ed from  a  highly  important  and  honourable  command,  as  a  mark 
of  the  king^s  displeasure  //"f  But  let  it  be  added,  he  was  recalled 
to  be  placed  on  a  better  station. — He  was  removed  from  Halifax 
to  be  stationed  at  Lisbon.l  And  this  w^as  the  only  mark  of 
displeasure  he  ever  experienced.  In  1810,  he  was  promoted 
from  the  rank  of  vice-admiral  to  that  of  admiral.  He  is  now  lord 
high  admiral  of  Portugal. 

*  This  reason  has  been  repeatedly  assigned,  to  justify  a  refusal  of  the  surrender 
«r  natives  of  America,  held  in  bondage  on  board  British  vessels  of  war,  whea 
claimed  by  the  proper  agents  of  our  government. 

f  See  Mr.  Enkine's  Letter,  No.  I. 

t  The  outrage  was  committed  in  June.  He  did  not  leave  Halifax  till  Deceoa- 
bec. 
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To  be  serious.  Every  man  of  a  correct  mind  and  sound  prin- 
ciples felt  that  his  Britannic  majesty  owed  it  to  himself  to  have 
displayed  his  disapprobation  of  the  foul  deed  in  some  other  and 
more  decisive  mode.  The  ofifender  ought  to  have  been  severely 
punished.  And  therefore  it  is  impossible  not  to  approve  the 
dignified  but  mild  style  in  which  the  president  treats  the  trans- 
action : — 

"  f  am  authorised  to  inform  you,  that  the  president  accepts  ofthe  note  deliver- 
ed by  you,  in  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  will  con- 
sider the  same,  ^¥ith  the  engagement  contained  tlierein,  when  fulfilled,  as  a  satis- 
f action  for  the  insult  and  injury  of  nhich  he  has  ccmplained.  But  I  have  it  in  ex- 
press charge  from  the  president  to  state,  that  while  he  forbears  to  insist  on  a  fur- 
ther punishment  of  the  offending  officer,  he  is  not  the  less  sensible  of  the  justice  and 
nlilily  of  such  an  example,  nor  the  less  persuaded  that  it  would  best  comport  rvith 
nhatis  due  from  his  Britannic  majesty  to  his  own  honor.'''* 

To  enable  us  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  this  transaction,  let  us 
suppose  that  Commodore  Barron  had  anchored  in  Portsmouth 
or  Plymouth — that  twenty  of  bis  sailors  had  voluntarily  entered 
on  board  a  British  frigate — that  he  had  demanded  them — that 
he  had  followed  the  frigate  to  sea — had  attacked  her — had  kill- 
ed part  of  her  crew^ — had  seized  as  many  as  he  judged  proper — 
and,  finally,  to  cap  the  climax,  that  he  had  hanged  one  of  them. 
What  would  be  the  result  ?  Vengeance !  vengeance !  would 
have  been  the  cry  from  the  Orknej^s  to  the  Land's  End — and 
nothing  would  appease  the  insulted  dignity  of  England,  but  Co- 
penhagenizing  New^-York,  or  Baltimore,  or  Philadelphia,  or 
Charleston- 

"  My  dear  Sir,  one  of  my  oxen  has  gored  one  of  your  cows." 
''  Well,  to  be  sure,  you  will  make  reparation — you  will  send  me 
^  cow  in  the  place  of  the  one  I  have  lost.  To  that  you  cannot 
make  any  objection."  "  It  is  all  very  right.  But  hold,  I  mis- 
took. It  is  all  the  other  way.  It  was  your  ox  thai  gored  my  cowJ'^ 
"  So,  so — well  see  about  it.  Call  some  other  time."  "  My  good 
Sir — this  is  not  very  correct.  The  business  would  have  been  soon 
settled^  had  you  been  as  willing  to  do  justice  to  others,  as  to  receive 
it  from  them. 


Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  consulted  Mr.  Canning's 
despatches  to  Mr.  Erskine,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  British 
government  calculated  on  Mr.  Erskine's  adjusting  the  diflferences 
between  the  two  nations  on  the  following  basis  : 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Canning,  Secretary,  to  the  hon.  David  M.  J5Jr- 

skine,  dated  Foreign  office,  January  23,  1809. 

"  1 .  That  the  American  government  is  prepared,  in  the  e vf  at  of  his  majesty's 

consenting  to  withdraw  the  orders  in  council  of  January  and  November,  1807,  io 

withdraw  cotemporaneously  on  its  part  the  interdiction  of  its  harbors  to  ships  of 

R 
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war,  and  all  lyon-intercoiirse  and  non-importation  acts  so  far  as  respects  Gr^iri 
J^itain  ;  leaving  them  in  force  willi  respect  to  France,  and  the  powers  which  a- 
Hopl  or  act  under  her  decrees. 

"2.  (What  is  of  the  utm.o*t  importance,  as  prcchuliRg  anew  source  of  inisun- 
•ierslanding  wliich  might  arise  after  the  adjustment  of  the  other  questions,) 
iJ^^THAT  AMERICA  IS  UiLLING  TO  RE\Ol.\XE,  DURI.NG  THE 
I'REk^ENT  WAR,  THE  PRETENSION  OF  CARRYING  ON,  IN  TIME 
OF  WAR,  ALL  TRADE  WITH  THE  ENEMIES'  COLONIES,  FROM 
WHICH  SHE  WAS  EXCLUDED  DURING  PEACE  !  !  ! 

"  3.  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  operation  of  the  embargo, 
and  of  i\ie  bonajidt  intention  of  America  to  prevent  her  citizens  from  tradina;  with 
France,  and  the  powers  adopting  and  actins:  under  the  Frencii  decrees.  fTplS 
TO  BE  CONSIDERED  AS  BEING  AT  LIBERTY  TO  CAPTURE  aLL 
SUCH  AMERICAN  VESSELS  AS  MAY  BE  FOUND  ATTEMPTING  TO 
TRADE  WITH  THE  PORTS  OF  ANY  OF  THESE  POWERS  !  !  !  without 
■tvhich  security  for  the  ol»servance  of  the  embargo,  the  raising  of  it  nominally  with 
respect  to  Great  Britain  alone,  would,  in  fact,  raise  it  with  respect  to  all  the 
world. 

".JJ^On  Mf9e  cond{l;o7is  his  maieriy  trould  consent  to  nithdrmv  the  orders  in 
■'cunctl  of  January  and  Norcmbery  1807,  so  far  as  respects  JmcrUa.''^ 

Let  us  examine  this  most  precious  docunient  witli  all  Uie 
allention  its  impoilance  demnnds.  Let  us  weigh  its  every  line 
and  eveiy  word.  Let  us  see  what  justice,  what  fair  dealing  it 
meted  out  to  this  injured,  this  insulted,  this  plundered  nation. 
Let  us  see  how  far  the  advocates  of  English  liberality  and  Eng- 
lish justice  are  borne  out  in  their  commendations  of  England, 
and  their  intemperate  abuse  of  their  own  government. 

The  orders  in  council,  existing  at  the  date  of  the  Erskinc 
arrangement,  blockaded  France,  Holland,  and  a  part  of  Italy  ; 
containing  a  population  of  about  fifty  millions  of  people. 

By  Mr.  Canning's  instructions  to  Mr.  Erskine,  these  orders 
were  to  be  rescinded  on  three  conditions — 

1 .  Taking  off  all  restrictions  from  the  English  commerce. 

2.  UJ^  "  Renouncing  during  the  existing  war,  all  trade  vith 
tlie  enemies'  colonies  from  which  we  were  excluded  in  time  of 
peace  i"  in  other  words,  assenting  by  treaty  to  the  unjust  aird 
exploded  rule  of  1756. 

3.  Allowing  the  British  to  capture  our  vessels  bound  to  France 
and  her  dependencies;   which,  reader,  [UT' is  neither  more 

KOR    LESS,    THAN    WEAVING    THE    ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL     INTO    A 

TREATY — giving  our  own  solemn  sanction  to  the  extravagant 
pretensions  of  Great  Britain  to  limit  our  trade,  which  preten- 
sions we  had  steadily  resisted. 

Stupendous  injustice! — Never  before  were  such  revolting 
propositions  made  to  any  nation,  not  absolutely  subjugated. 
What !  Make  a  treaty  by  which  we  let  loose  upon  our  defenceless 
commerce,  the  whole  host  of  the  thousand  public  ships  of  war, 
and  the  hundreds  of  privateers,  of  the  greatest  naval  power  in 
the  world !  The  mind  is  lost  in  astonishment  at  such  an  unpar- 
alleled requisition. 
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But  gross,  and  insulting,  and  outrageous  as  was  this  proposition 
— destructive  as  its  acceptance  would  iiave  been  to  the  vital 
interests  of  this  country — there  was  no  federal  printer  from 
New-Hampshire  to  Georgia,  that  expressed  a  single  word  of 
censure  of  the  comluct  of  England  for  her  daring  and  insulting 
demands,  or  for  her  breach  of  the  contract.  No.  England  was 
uniformly  right — their  own  government  as  uniformly  wrong. — 
It  seemed  impossible  for  England  to  commit  any  act,  or  make 
any  demand  that  would  not  be  justified — 

Let  me  establish  these  allegations — 

*'  It  having  been  shewn,  that  the  plea  of  ignorance  is  inadmissible  in  the  ca^e  of 
theErskine  arrangement ;  that  it  was  the  secretary's  duty  to  know  the  power  of 
the  minister  before  he  proceeded  to  act  upon  it ;  that  to  act  upon  an  uukuowu- 
power,  is  to  act  without  power :  it  follows  that  our  administration,  if  they  un- 
derstood their  business,  must  have  been  aware  that  \X^^^^y  *^^^^  ncgociating  mih 
an  imauthoristd  individual — unauthorized  quoad  hoc,  as  to  this  particular  subject ; 
with  one  nho  had  shertn  no  authority/or  the  purpose.  Consequently  they  had  no 
reason  to  rely  on,  nor  to  expect,  a  fulfilment  of  the  compact  oy  the  British  gov- 
ernment, knowing  as  they  did,  that  it  had  been  agreed  upon  rviihout  any  adeqiiat& 
ivformation  of  ik&  terms  having  been  authorized  by  that  government.''^ 

United  States'  Gazette,,  December  11,  1801?*. 

Now,  my  dear  reader,  whoever  you  be,  that  have  come  ihvc-i 
far  with  me,  let  me  solemnly  invoke  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
God  of  Peace,  to  make  a  pause  here.  As  you  value  your 
beloved  country — as  you  prize  its  honor — its  happiness — -youk' 
own  welfare — the  happiness,  the  welfare  of  your  posterity — • 
review  this  whole  subject.  I  must  once  more  bring  it  before 
your  eyes. 

A  British  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
informs  our  government  that  he  has  orders  to  propose  an  ar- 
rangement of  two  or  three  leading  points  of  difference  between 
the  two  countries,  preparatory  to  a  treaty.  His  overtures 
are  accepted.  An  arrangement  is  made.  It  is  highly  advan- 
tageous to  both  nations,  bat  more  particularly  to  that  of  the 
envoy.  There  is  not  the  slightest  sacrifice  of  its  honor  or 
interest.  After  this  arrangement  is  completed,  we  are  assured 
ten  thousand  times  that  England  had  been  always  ready  to 
arrange  o«jr  differences  on  these  very  terms.  The  United  States 
Gazette  expressly  states  that  "  she  had  requested  Mr.  Jefferson 
to  do  the  same  thing." — And  yet,  when  the  arrangement  is  re- 
jected, this  same  United  States  Gazette  asserts  that  the  envoy 
extraordinary  had  no  power  to  make  the  convention — defends 
England  for  the  breach  of  her  engagement — and,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  transfers  the  odium  to  its  own  government  !  !  ! 
No  powers  of  lang.uage  are  adequate  to  express  my  astonish^ 
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*' No  expression  has  escaped  any  member  of  the  British  cabinet,  either  in  par- 
liaonent  or  elsewhere,  makiS>;  indecorous  insinuations  against  the  United  StateF, 
manifesting  a  temper  unfriendly  to  conciliation.  On  the  contrary  they  have  de- 
clared a  Tvish  to  rtneiv  amicable  negociatmi ;  have  named  a  minister  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  with  at  least  apparent  sincerity  have  expressed  their  fears  that  this 
nnibrtuQate  error  of  Mr.  Erskine  may  increase  the  difficulties  of  a  friendly  ar- 
rangenaent  between  the  countries,"  United  States' Gazette,  Oct.  ^,  1809. 

••  By  letters  from  well-informed  men  in  England,  we  are  assured  that  tht  con  • 
duct  of  Mr.  Erskine  is  condemned  by  all  parties  in  that  country  ;  thatthe  temper 
of  the  public  is  far  beyond  that  of  the  ministry.  A  very  general  opinion  prevails 
there,  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  keep  any  terms  with  this  country  ;  that  nt 
are  governed  by  men  devoted  to  the  interests  of  France,  nho  art  deterrnintd  to  insist 
en  ttrrr^from  England  nhich  never  can  be  obtained  1 1 .'" 

Boston  Palladium,  Aug.  11,  1809. 

*'  The  people  have  leenjltgrantly  deceived,  and  grossly  abused ! ! !  The  matter 
rests  betiveen  Mr.  Erskine  and  our  administration  .'  / .'  Wherever  the  blame  shalP 
attach,  it  is  for  tlie  people  to  apply  or  originate  the  remedy." 

Fed.  Republican,  July  31. 

"  In  short f  Mr.  Erskine  surrendered  every  thing,  and  got  nothing  in  return ! ! .'" 

Ibid. 

*'  For  our  part^  we  have  had  but  one  opinion  from  the  commencement  ofUiis  mys- 
terious affair — and  we  have  made  bold  to  express  it.  It  is,  that  Mr.  Enhine  act- 
ed contrary  fa  his  instructions  I !  I — and  tfuit  secretary  Smith  hneii  nhat  these  in- 
structions mere  ! ! .'"  Ibid. 

Before  I  offer  any  comment  on  the  three  last  articles,  I  rvir-h 
to  stale  to  Ihe  reader,  that  1  have  extracted  them  frona  a  pam-sblft 
published  by  Mr.  ?MIes,  called  "  Things  r-  {hoy  Rre"— -th:it  1 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  collating  them  >sltii  tl.c  orl^laals — 
but  that  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Hanson,  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
Federal  Republican,  to  correct  me  if  1  have  misquoted  his 
paper.  1  have  received  no  reply — and  therefore  it  is  to  be 
presumed  the  quotations  are  correct. 

Mr.  Hanson  states  that  ''  Mr.  Erskine  surrendered  even}  thing, 
and  got  nothing  in  return  /"  What  a  stupendous  disregard  of  fact 
is  embraced  in  these  few  words  !  it  is  impossible  to  exceed  it. 
What  did  he  surrender  ?  Merely  the  odious,  the  unjust  orders 
in  council !  And  did  he  receive  nothing  in  return  ?  Was  the 
immense  trade  of  the  United  States  nothing  ?  Was  it  nothing 
to  perpetuate  the  non-intercourse  with  France,  till  she  rescinded 
her  piratical  decrees  ?  I  aver  in  the  face  of  this  nation,  and 
defy  Mr.  Hanson  to  controvert  the  fact,  that  England  gained 
immensely  ;  and  that  she  surrendered  nothing  but  what  justice 
ought  to  have  induced  her  to  have  surrendered  long  before,  of 
her  own  accord. 

*'  I  entreat  my  fellow  citizens  to  accc«npany  me  a  little  further  in  the  examina- 
lion  of  those  invectives  which  the  leaders  of  an  immense  party  in  this  country 
iflceisantly  utter  a'^ainst  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  exasperating  us  into  war." 

U.  State-  Gazette,  Oct.  13,  1809. 
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"  He  (Mr.  Erskine)  also  declares  that  the  British  government  h^ve  undouht- 
edly  a  rio:ht  to  disavow  the  agreement ;  and  tkcy  have,  done  every  thins  that  became 
fin  honorable  nation  to  prevent  evil  consequences  arising  to  the  citizens  of  this 
couatrv  from  trusting  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement  being  fulfilled." 

U.  States  Gazei-te,  Oct.  5,  1809. 

*'  It  is  a  truth  which  the  wisest  and  best  patriots  of  America  have  long  and 
seriously  deplored,  that  the  past  administration  had  furnished  no  symptom  of 
impartiality  between  the  tivo  belligerents,  previous  to  the  act  inliibiting  the  entrance 
cf  our  ports  to  the  armed  vessels  of  the  one  as  well  as  of  the  other.  In  that  spirit 
which  Mr.  Smith  still  retains,  and  now  labors  to  revive  in  the  bosom  of  others, 
hostility  to  England  and  tame  subserviency  to  France,  are  known  to  have  been  its 
characteristic  featuret  !  !  !  The  facts  are  in  the  possession  of  every  man  ;  which 
prove  that  the  feelings  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  not  their  leaders,  preserved 
us  from  a  war  in  which  a  complete  success  would  have  riveted  chaips  on  ourselves." 

U.  S  Gazette,  October  18,  1809. 

'*  It  will  be  observed  that  this  show  of  words,  and  these  negative  statements, 
after  all,  by  the  president,  serve  only  to  make  the  public  believe,  that  he  had 
no  reason  to  apprehend  a  disavowal.  He  is  not  hardy  enough  to  say,  that  under 
the  circumstances  o£  the  case,  the  British  government  roas  bound  to  abide  by 
Erskine'^s  act  ;  or  that  they  conducted  perfidiously  i;i  disavowing  it.  Yet  this 
aspersion,  one  of  the  most  injurious  aad  provoking  that  can  be  tlM-ovrn  upon  a 
nation,  has  been  uttered,  and  incessantly  repeated,  for  several  months,  in  every 
democratic  paper  in  the  uuion."  Idem,  December  20,  1800. 

*'  Every  one  acknowledges,  that  had  our  executive  concluded  the  arrangement 
©f  April  last  with  Mr.  Erskine,  knowing  that  he  ^9as  unauthorized,  the  whole 
lesponsibility  for  tlie  consequences,  however  serious,  would  have  rested  upoa 
theraselves.  It  has  been  maintained  by  the  editor  of  this  Gazette,  and  is  now 
demonstrated  by  the  indubitable  authorities,  adduced  by  Mr.  Dana,  that  to  hcxt 
done  so  without  knowing  thai  he  was  authorised,  was  equally  unwarrantable,  ani- 
ie/t  the  administration  no  ground  on  which  to  claim  a  ratification  cf  the  proceediris 
by  the  British  govtrnrmni.  It  is  proved  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  government 
might,  with  just  as  much  propriety,  have  cajoled  with  general  Smith,  cr  any  other 
individual ;  concluded  a  convention  ;  proceeded  to  carry  it  into  execution  on  their 
part  ;  and  then  raised  a  clamor  against  the  government  of  Great  Brilnin,  and 
accused  them  of  perfidy  and  breach  of  faith  for  not  recognizing  and  fidjilling  the- 
stipulations.^^  Idem,  Dec.  28,   1309. 

"  If,  as  asserted  by  Mr.  Erskine,  his  powers  were  communicated  to  our  cabinet 
ia  substance — if  the  heads  of  departments  did  early  communicate  to  the  leading 
members  of  both  branches  of  their  own  politics,  the  incompetency  of  his  pjwers^ 
and  the  probability  of  the  rejection  of  the  agreement  by  Great  Britain — then  that 
adjustment,  so  far  from  being  a  proof  of  a  disposition  to  make  peace  and  settle  our 
differences,  IS  THE  STROIVGEST  EVIDENCE  OF  A  HOSTILE  TEMPER. 
because  Mr.  Madison  knew,  that  the  revulsion  and  the  disappointment  occasioned 
by  it  among  oar  citizens,  would  excite  new  clamors,  and  would  break  to  pieces 
that  formidable  piialanx  of  men,  who,  during  our  embarrassments,  had  learned 
to  speak  and  think  more  favorably,  and  of  coarse  more  justly,  of  Great  Britain.'' 

Idem,  December  9,  1309. 

"  If  such  has  been  his  aim  (and  perhaps  a  deeper  politician  does  not  exist) 
it  has  been  completely  attained.  His  own  party  are  again  roused  to  a  war  pitch. 
Even  some  federalists  are  open  in  their  censure  of  Great  Britain  for  DOING 
HER  DUTY  TO  HERSELF,  and  exercising  a  right  we  have  always  claimed 
and  received  ;  and  other  federalists  doubt,  and  are  in  favor  of  waiting  to  hear 
Mr.  Erskine's  explanations,  and  STILL  PROPOSE  TO  PLACE  AN  ILL 
BfiSERyED  COJNTIDENCE  IN  MR.  MADISON."  Wem. 
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On  this  last  paragraph  I  shall  mal^e  but  one  observalian,  16 
\yhich  I  request  attention.  It  is,  that  according  to  the  United 
States  Gazette,  it  was,  in  December,  [17=  ''  the  duty"  of 
England  "  to  herself,"  to  reject  an  arrangement  which  the 
same  Gazette  in  April  stated  0:7='  she  had  repeatedly  in  vain 
pressed  on  Mr.  Jefferson  ! !  ! 

To  facilitate  a  comparison  of  the  astonishing,  the  never- 
enough-to-be-lamented  contradictions  of  opinions  that  were 
promulgated  on  this  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  poisoning  the 
public  mind,  I  place  in  opposite  columns  some  of  the  statements 
that  preceded,  and  those  that  followed  the  rejection  of  the  Er- 
skine  arrangement.  The  human  mind  cannot  conceive  any 
thing  more  completely  inconsistent. 


"As  to  the  revocation  of  the  orders 
in  council,  it  is  merely  necessary  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  terms  which  our  govern- 
ment has  now  accepted  might  hive  been 
obtained  at  any  time  past  ;  THEY 
WERE  ALWAYS  IN  OUR  POW- 
ER."      Federal  Republican,  May  3.  . 

"  Let  Mr.  Erskine's  ovfeiture  for  an 
accommodation  be  viewed  in  whatever 
light  it  may  guit  democratic  ingenuity 
to  place  it,  and  they  will  find  that  the 
delusion  so  long  kept  up  is  effectually 

dissipated their  diabolical  schemes 

completely  frustrated. 

*•  Great  Britain,  in  the  true  spirit  <if 
cmity,  is  Tvilling  to  meet  us Z*^     Idem. 

"  To  the  honor  of  England,  and  the 
confusion  of  French  spies  and  convict 
fugitives  from  the  British  dominions, 
her  ministry  seized  the  first  favorable 
moment  to  make  honorable  reparation 
for  the  insult  offered  our  flag,  and  to 
negociate  a  commercial  treaty." 

Idem,  April  25. 

*'  The  authority  vested  in  Mr.Erskine 
to  offer  the  terms  to  this  government 
"which  have  been  acceded  to,  was  merely 
provisional,  and  was  not  to  be  exercised 
unless  the  anticipated  change  in  owr 
political  relations,  on  which  they  were 
predicated,  should  take  place.  Mr. 
Erskine  has  since  received  positive  in- 
structions from  his  government  to  make 
the  arrangement  already  concluded. — 
These  new  instructions,  which  n>anifest 
the  earnest  desire  of  England  to  heal  the 
differences  between  the  two  countries, 
-are  occasioned  by  a  knowledge  that  the 
non-intercourse  law  had  actually  passed, 
placing  the  belligerents  on  a  fairTooting 
of  iaipartiality.     In  spite  of  all  the  ia- 


"  What  was  but  a  few  days  ago  a 
doubtful  point,  is  now  settled  by  the 
publication  of  Mr.  Erskine's  instruc-* 
tions.  Suiiicient  information  has  been 
received  to  convince  all  candid  persons, 
that  the  rancor  with  which  the  English 
cabinet  has  been  pursued,  and  the  vio- 
lent abuse  with  which  it  has  been  assail- 
ed, was  undeserved.  V.'e  do  notenterlain 
a  doubt  when  all  the  circumstances 
shall  have  been  disclosed,  that  it  nill 
appear  that  secretary  Sruitk  actually  satv 
ErsJcine^s  instructions ;  and  that  the 
arrangement  nas  made  merely  as  au 
experiment.  We  feel  confident  that  the 
thing  will  be  put  upon  this  footing. — 
[r^  If  then  the  United  States  nill  be 
ultimately  injured  by  this  act,  they  nill 
judge  nhere  the  blame  liesy 

Fed.  Rep,  July  27,  1869. 

*'  Our  cabinet,  certainly  not  a  little 
interested  in  strengthening  the  caose  of 
democracy,  have  prevailed  upon  Mr. 
Erskine  to  do  an  act  wliich  has  extricated 
their  party  from  the  roost  embarrassing 
and  difficult  situation  that  it  was  possible 
for  them  to  be  placed  in,  which  they 
(the  cabinet)  knew  would  not  be  ratified : , 
they  at  a  single  dash  rid  themselves  of 
all  the  obnoxious  measures  which  bro't 
so  much  ridicule  and  disgi-ace  upon  their 
party,  and  have  contrived  for  a  time, 
to  heap  odium  upon  England.  In  the 
next  place  by  seeming  to  improve  the 
first  opportunity  of  an  arrangement  with 
England,  they  di.«!proved  to  appearance 
the  charge  of  animosity  to  England  and 
partiality  for  France. 

"  These  were  the  in?portant  advanta- 
ge«  which  Mr.  Secretary  Smith  flattered 
iumself  would  be  the  fruit  of  his  cunnins- 
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By  effecting  ao  arrangement  which  h^ 
knew  was  unauthorised  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Erslcine,  and  would  necessarily  bf' 
rejected  by  the  British  government ;  he 
calculated  that  the  administration  would 
be  rendered  greatly  popular,  and  the 
resentment  of  the  people  proportionablr' 
augmented  against  England,  whenever 
the  disavowal  should  be  received. — 
Whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear 
that  the  nation  has  been  deceived,  the 
trick  will  recoil  upon  the  Secretary  and 
his  party  with  tenfold  effect.  The 
American  people  cannot  bear  knavery 
and  imposition.  If  they  discover  that 
a  fraud  has  been  practised  upon  them 
at  home,  the  attempt  to  raise  a  clamor 
against  others,  will  be  found  but  a  poor 
protection  to  their  popularity."  Idem. 
"  Those  who  were  most  riolent  at 
first  in  calumniating  England,  are  now 
willing  at  least  to  suspend  ttieir  decision, 
if  not  to  admit  that  our  avn  cabinet  in 
some  measure  will  participate  in  Mf. 
Erskioe's  blame." 

Fed.  Rep,  August  2. 


trigues  and  deceptions  of  the  French 
party,  we  are  convinced  that  a  happy 
termination  will  be  put  to  our  disputes 
with  England." 

Fed.  Rep.  June  17. 

*'  It  was  the  policy  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
to  keep  alive  in  the  minds  of  our  people 
a  perpetual  irritation  against  the  gov- 
ernment oi  Great  Britain;  we  are  happy 
to  find  thatMr.  Madison  has  more  liberal 
views."  Fed.  Rep.  June  10. 

"  Peace  with  England The  war 

party  and  French  partisans  are  thrown 
into  complete  confuswn.  The  persever- 
ance of  the  Eastern  Slates,  aided  by 
the  returning  sense  of  a  formidable 
body  of  the  people  of  the  Southward, 
haveDRlVEiy  ADMINISTRATION 
FROM  ITS  GROUND.  Since  Mr. 
Jefferson  has  retired  in  disgrace  into 
private  life,  his  successor  has  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  ruinous  policy  un- 
der which  tkecounlry  has  solong  suffered. 
With  the  magruinimity  and  frankness 
characteristic  of  a  great  and  enlightened 
nation,  England  made  a  second  attempt 
to  renew  the  terms  of  amity  and  peace 
between  the  trvo  nations.  The  particu- 
lars of  the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Erskine  and  the  secretary  of  state  are 
given  in  this  day's  paper.  It  proves 
what  we  have  so  often  repeated,  and 
which  has  ever  been  stubbornly  denied 
by  the  democrats,  that  Great  Britain 
tvas  always  iriflueiiced  by  a  sincere  desire 
io  accommodate  her  unfortunate  differ- 
ences ndth  America.  The  preservatieji 
of  the  country  has  grown  out  of  the 
efforts  of  the  minority  in  congress." 
Idem,  April  21. 

"  We  shall  not  stop  to  enquire  wheth- 
er the  spirited  and  vigorous  measures 

of  New-England their  determined 

public  declarations  that  they  would  not 
submit  to  an  unnecessary  and  destructive 
war,  have  induced  the  administration  to 
listen  to  rt^the  same  terms  which  Great 
Britain  has  always  been  ready  to  offer, 
nnd  to  which  we  have  unifoi'mly  contend- 
ed  she  was  sincerely  disposed^ 

Boston  Gaz.  April,  1809. 

I  could  fill  a  folio  volume  with  these  frothy,  elaborate  and 
anti- American  defences  of  the  British,  and  inculpations  of  the 
United  States'  government.  But  I  feel  satisfied  that  I  have 
done  enough ;  and  that  there  is  none  but  the  wilfully  blind  can 
deny,  that  no  cause  ever  could  boast  of  more  ardent,  more  zeal- 
ous, or  more  industrious  advocates,  than  the  cause  of  Great 


192  THE  OLIVE  BRANCH. 

Britain  has  experienced  in  Boston,  New   York,  and  Philadel- 
jdiia — and  that  there  never  was  an  administration  pursued  vfiiU 
more  remorseless  virulence,  and  with  less  semblance  of  justit* 
than  Mr.  Madison's  has  been. 

After  the  reader  has  carefully  perused  these  wretched  at- 
tempts to  palliate  the  folly  and  madness  of  ihe  British  ministry 
in  the  rejection  of  such  an  advantageous  and  honorable  arrange- 
ment of  the  differences  between  the  two  nations,  and  to  transfer 
from  that  ministry  the  odium  they  so  justly  deserved,  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  American  government,  I  beg  he  will  atten- 
tively examine  the  following  view  of  the  subject,  taken  fron. 
Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  of  which  the  truth  and  candor  are  en- 
litled  to  the  highest  approbation  : — 

*'  But  the  point  of  fact  is,  that  the  disavowal  of  Mr.  Erskine's  act,  is  of  a  piece 
with  the  general  conduct  of  England  towards  America.  Whenever  circunastances 
have  i:\  any  way  admitted  it,  cur  tone  towards  America  has  always  been  insulting, 
and  ouf  conduct  eveiy  thing  but  friendly.  Every  new  liope  on  the  Continent ; 
every  straw  to  the  dro\vning  expectations  of  Europe,  has  but  aggravated  4his 
uuworthy  seiiliiaent. — In  our  prosperity  we  have  bullied  America  :  and  when 
things  are  not  so  well  with  us,  we  have  vented  our  strife  in  injurious  language  and 
unworthy  conduct  towards  ker.  Whilst  there  were  any  hopes  in  Spain,  America 
could  get  nothing  direct  from  us.  But  disappointmeut  brought  us  to  our  senses, 
and  the  uegociation  was  renewed.  The  coalition  war  on  the  Continent  has  since 
broke  out,  and  we  begin  to  repent  of  our  condescension. 

"  In  this  manner  has  the  American  uegociation  been  on  and  off,  during  some 
vears. — Our  dertiauds  rising  with  our  hopes  and  prosperity,  and  our  modtralion 
Zo-existent  wliii  oar  dlsappoiatmeBt'"* 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Impressrnait  of  American  Seanun.     PUa  of  J aines  Madison,     Of. 
JohnQxdncy  Adams,    OfWrn.Cobbett.    Of  Weekly  Register, 

An  idea  is  very  prevalent  that  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
men by  the  British  vessels  of  war  is  a  grievance  of  little  mo- 
ment, to  which  the  malice  entertained  by  our  administration 
against  England,  has  attached  an  importance  of  which  it  is  ut- 
terly undeserving.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  citizens  have 
been  duped  into  the  belief  that  this  item  of  grievance  was  crea- 
ted under  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  at  least  incalculably  exaggerated  by 
him  and  his  successor.  Never  was  there  a  more  egregious  error. 
Never  was  fraud  more  successful  in  propagating — never  was 

*  The  chief  part  of  the  extracts  in  this  chapter  are  taken  from  "  Things  ag 
4hey  are,"  written  aad  published  by  Hezekiah  Kilesj  editor  of  the  Weekly 

fiegistef. 
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fatuitous  credulity  more  deceived  in  believing,  a  tale  as  foreign 
from  the  truth  as  Erebus  is  from  Heaven. 

Mr.  Madison  has  been  ten  thousand  times  cursed  for  his  folly 
and  wickedness  in  involving  this  country  in  war  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  a  fev;  seamen,  who  are  said  to  be  vagabond  English, 
and  Irish,  and  Scotchmen,  the  scum  of  the  earth,  from  the 
claims  of  their  lawful  prince.  It  has  been  asserted  that  few  or 
Kone  of  the  natives  of  this  country  are  impressed — that  when 
s  uch  an  accident  takes  place,  redress  is  easily  had — and  further, 
(hat  England  is,  and  has  at  all  times  been  ready  to  make  any , 
arrangement  whereby  our  sailors  may  be  guarded  against  im- 
pressment, provided  she  can  be  secured  against  the  loss  of  hers. 

These  assertions  are  utterly  false.  From  the  commencement 
of  the  war  of  the  French  revolution,  to  the  late  declaration  of 
hostilities,  this  has  been  a  constant,  unceasing  subject  of  recla- 
mation and  complaint  to  the  British  government,  as  well  under 
the  administrations  of  General  Washington  and  Mr.  Adams,  as 
under  those  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison.  And  disgrace- 
ful, and  dishonorable,  and  infcunous,  would  it  have  been  to  any 
f>f  the  presidents,  had  they  been  deaf  to  the  complaints,  and 
railous  to  the  sufferings,  of  the  American  slaves,  stolen  by  force 
iiud  fraiKl  from  their  families,  and  freedom,  and  favored  countrv, 
to  perisli  iif:i»i::i,5  ihe  baiilci  cf  tiieii*  (.-a^Iaverg* 

*'  The  practice  has  no  parallel,  either  for  atrocity  or  extent, 
in  any  thing  of  modern  times,  but  the  business  of  negro  stealing 
on  the  coasts  of  unfortunate  Africa."* 

I  submit  to  the  reader  the  following  eloquent  and  unanswera- 
ble pleas  against  this  nefarious  practice.  They  so  far  transcend 
any  thing  I  could  myself  write  on  the  subject,  that  I  shall  de- 
serve thanks  for  sparing  my  own,  and  substituting  these  lucu- 
brations. 

From  the  instructions  of  Jarnes  Madison,  Esq.  Secretary  of  State,  to  James 
Monroe,  Esq.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  London. 

n  -v\rpj.g  ji  allowable  that  British  subjects  should  be  taken  out  of  Araer. 
ican  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  it  might  at  least  be  required  that  the  proof 
cf  their  allegiance  should  lie  on  the  British  side.  This  obvious  and  just  rule 
is  however  reversed.  And  every  seaman  on  board,  though  goiag  from 
an  American  port,  sailing  under  an  American  flag,  and  sometimes  even 
speaking  an  idiom  proving  him  not  to  be  a  British  subject,  is  presumed 
to  be  such,  sinless  proved  to  be  an  American  citizen.  It  may  be  safely  af- 
firmed, that  this  is  an  outrage  uhich  has  no  precedent,  and  which  Great 
Britain  would  be  among  the  last  nations  in  the  world  to  svjfer,  if  offered  to 
her  own  subjects  and  her  own  flag. 

*  Weekly  Begistc!-. 
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'*  Great  Britain  has  the  less  to  say  on  i\xe  subject,  as  it  is  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  the  principles  on  which  she  proceeds  in  other  cases.  "VThilst  she 
claims  and  seizes  on  the^bigh  seas,  her  own  subjects  voluntarily  serving 
in  American  vessels,  she  has  constantly  given,  when  she  could  give,  as  a 
reason  for  not  discharging  from  her  service  American  citizens,  that  they 
iaad  voluntarily  engaged  in  it.  Kay  more,  whilst  she  impresses  her  oivn 
subjectsfrom  the  American  service,  although  they  may  have  been  settled,  and 
Married,  and  naturalized  in  the  United  Stales,  she  constantly  refuses  to  rt" 
lease  from  he  r^s,  American  seamen  pressed  into  it  whenever  she  ca?i  give  for 
a  reason,  that  they  are  either  settled  or  married  within  her  dominions.  Thus 
tiken  the  voluntary  consent  of  the  individual  favors  her  pretensions,  she 
pleads  the  validity  of  that  eonsent.  When  the  voluntary  consent  of  the  indi- 
vidual stands  in  the  way  of  her  pretensioyis,  it  goes  for  nothing.  When  mar- 
riage or  residence  can  be  pleaded  in  her  favor,  she  avails  herself  of  the  pica. 
When  marriage,  residence,  and  naturalization  are  against  her,  no  respect 
whatever  is  paid  to  either.  She  takes,  by  force,  her  own  subjects  voluntarily 
sirvingin  our  vessels.  She  keeps  by  force  American  citizens  involuntarily 
serving  iii  htr^s.    More  flagrant  inconsistencies  cannot  be  imagined.'''^ 

Never  since  the  world  was  formed  was  there  a  stronger,  or 
more  irresistible  train  of  argument,  or  collection  of  facts,  than 
in  the  preceding  paragraph.  Never  were  flagrant  injustice^ 
outrage,  and  violence  more  completely  proved,  and  eternally 
shut  out  from  the  possibility  of  defence. 

From  a  Utter  of  J.  Q.  Adams^  Esq.  io  fl.  G.  Otia^  Esq. 

*'  The  impressed  American  citizens,  however,  upon  duly  authenticated 

{roof  are  delivered  up.  Indeed!  how  unreasonable  then  were  complaint! 
ow  effectual  a  remedy  for  the  wrong!  an  Amerian  vessel,  bound  to  an 
European  port,  has  two,  three,  or  four  native  Americans,  impressed  by 
a  British  man  of  war,  bound  to  the  East  or  West  Indies.  "When  the  A- 
inerJcan  captain  arrives  at  his  port  of  destination,  he  makes  his  protest, 
and  sends  it  to  the  nearest  American  Minister  or  consul.  When  he  re- 
turns home,  he  transmits  the  duplicate  of  his  protest  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  In  process  of  time,  the  names  of  the  impressed  men,  and  of  the 
ship  into  which  they  have  been  impressed,  are  received  by  the  agent  in 
l/ondon.  He  makes  his  demand  that  the  men  may  be  delivered  up — the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  after  a  considerable  time  for  enquiry  and  advise- 
ment, return  for  answer,  that  the  ship  is  on  a  foreign  station,  and  their 
lordships  can  therefore  take  no  further  steps  in  the  matter — or,  that  the  ship 
has  been  taken,  and  that  the  men  have  been  received  in  exchange  for 
French  prisoners — or,  that  they  had  no  protections  (the  impressing  officers 
cften  having  taken  them  from  the  men) — or,  that  the  men  were  probably 
British  subjects;  or,  that  they  had  entered,  and  taken  the  bounty ;  (to 
which  the  officers  know  how  to  reduce  them) — or,  that  they  have  beert. 
married,  or  settled  in  England.  In  all  these  cases,  without  further  cere- 
mony, their  discharge  is  refused.  Sometimes,  their  lordships,  in  a  vein 
©f  humor,  inform  the  agent  that  the  man  has  been  discharged  as  unservice- 
able. Sometimes,  in  a  sterner  tone,  they  say  he  is  an  impostor.  Or,  per- 
haps, by  way  of  consolation  to  his  relatives  and  friends,  they  report  that 
ht  had  fallen  in  battle,  against  natiayis  in  aivAty  vAth  his  country.    Some- 
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itmes  they  coolly  return  that  there  is  no  such  man  on  board  the  ship  : 
and  what  has  become  of  hira,  the  agonies  of  a  wife  and  children  in  his 
native  land  may  be  lert  to  conjecture.  When  all  these  and  many  other 
such  apologies  for  refusal  fail,  the  native  American  seamen  is  discharged  ; 
And  when  by  the  charitable  aid  of  his  government  he  has  found  his  way 
home,  he  comes  to  be  informed,  that  all  is  as  it  should  be — that  the  num- 
ber of  his  fellow-sufferers  is  small — that  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  him 
from  an  Englishman — and  that  he  was  delivered  up,  on  duly  authenticahd 
proof  P^ 

Ex'raclfrom  Cohheith  Register. 

"  Our  ships  of  war,  when  they  meet  an  American  vessel  at  sea, 
board  her,  and  take  out  of  her  by  force,  any  seamen  whom  our  officers 
assert  to  be  British  subjects.  There  is  no  rule  by  ivhich  they  are  bound — 
They  act  at  discretion  :  and  the  consequence  is,  that  great  numbers  ofna- 
fire  Americans  have  been  thv^  impressed,  and  great  numbers  of  them  are  noiv 
in  our  navy.  The  total  number  so  held  at  any  one  time  cannot,  perhaps^ 
be  ascertained  ;  hut  from  a  statement  published  in  America  it  appears , 
that  Mr.  Lyman,  the  late  consul  here,  stated  the  number,  about  two  years 
ago,  at  FOURTEEN  THOUSAND.  That  many  of  these  7nen  have  di- 
ed on  board  of  our  ships — that  many  have  been  wounded — that  many  have 
hen  killed  in  action — and  that  many  have  been  worn  out  in  the  service,  Ihere 
can  be  no  doubt.  Some  obtain  their  release  through  the  application  of  the 
American  consul  here  :  and  of  these  the  sufferings  have  in  many  instanc- 
es been  very  great.  There  have  been  instances  where  men  have  thus 
got  free  after  having  been  flogged  through  the  fleet  for  desertion. 

"  But  it  has  been  asked  whether  we  are  not  to  take  our  sailors  where 
we  find  them  ?  To  which  America  answers,  yes ;  but  take  only  your 
own;  '*  fafce,"  said  Mr.  Lyman,  '■^  your  whole  pound  of  flesh?  but  take 
not  a  drop  of  bloods  She  says  that  she  wishes  not  to  have  in  her  ships 
any  British  sailors :  and  she  is  willing  to  give  them  up,  whenever  the 
fact  of  their  being  British  sailors  can  be  provetl.  Let  them,  she  says,  be 
brought  before  any  magistrate,  or  any  public  civil  authority,  in  any  one 
of  your  own  ports,  at  home  or  abroad  ;  and  she  is  willing  to  abide  by  the 
decision.  But  let  not  men  be  seized  in  her  ships  upon  the  high  seas  (and 
sometimes  at  the  mouths  of  her  own  rivers)  where  there  is  nobody  to 
judge  between  the  parties,  and  where  the  British  officer  going  on  board  is 
i.'  once  ACCUSER,  WITNESS,  JUDGE,  and  CAPTOR  I'' 

From  Niles^  Weekly  Register,  vol.  3,  page  303. 

*'  If  the  most  dignified  officer  in  the  naval  service  of  our  enemy  were  to 
plunder  neutral  vessels  of  a  box  of  cod-fish  or  a  bale  of  cotton,  on  suspicion 
that  it  was  even  enemy^s  property,  It  might  cost  him  his  whole  fortune, 
with  an  ignominious  dismissal.  The  law  of  nations  allov/s  him  to  send 
in  the  vessels  for  adjudication  :  and  it  becomes  him  to  prove  the  fact  he 
suspected.  If  he  fail  ia  this,  he  is  often  mulcted  in  heavy  damages  by  the 
courts  of  law  of  his  own  country.  But  in  the  business  of  man-stealings 
he  himself  is  judge  and  jury — he  takes  tchen  and  u^ere  he  pleases,  and  is 
irresponsible  for  his  conduct.  If  complaint  is  made,  he  silences  it  by  the 
broad  plea,  '■^  that  his  majesty  wanted  men^^ — and,  if  the  man  stolen  is 
restored  to  liberty  after  years  of  dangers  and  servitude,  without  one  cent 
for  his  hazards  and  toils,  then  are  knaves  who  produce  his  case  in  evidence 
of  '^  British  magnanimity  !*' 
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After  the  reader  has  carefully,  perused  the  preceding  argu 
ments,  I  request  he  will  read  and  compare  the  sentiments  of 
Mr.  Pickling  on  the  subject  of  impressment  at  two  different 
periods',  the  first  when  he  was  secretary  of  State,/ aird  the  sec- 
ond wbcB  h€  was  senalbr  of  tl^e  C^ritt^ils^i^t^ll^.^'v 

"  rj-jp  IVie  Bntish  naval  officers  rfteri  •      *'  g-^'  It  is  i>erfectly  well  known  that 

imprf.iS  Swedes,   Danes,  and  other/or  Great  Brit.un    desires    to    obtak! 

eigners,  from  the  vessels  of  ihe  United  only  her  own  subjects. f 

States      1 'hey  have  iven  sometimes  im-  "  The  evil  we  coaiplain  of  q;[J=  arises 

pressed  Frenchmen  !  !     If  there  sliould  from  ihe  impossibility  of  aliKiys  distin- 

he  time  to  cnake  out  the  copy  of  a  pro-  gnishing  the  persons  oj  tno  nations  who 

test  lately  received,  it  shall  be  enclosed,  a  few  years  since  were  one  people,  who 

describing   r^y=>  the  impress  of  a  Dane  exhibit  the  same  manners,   speak   the 

and  a  Portuguese.     This   surely  is  an  same  language,  and  possess  siaiilar  fea- 

a4)use  easy  to  correct.    ryy-'They  rannot  lures.  J 

■pretend  an  inability  to  distingnish  these  "  The  British  ships  of  war,  agreeably 

foreigners  from  their  onn  subjects.  They  to  a  right  claimed  and  exercised  for  ages, 

77Viy  nith  as  much  reason  rob  American  — a  right  clairued  and  exercised  during 

vessels  of  the  property  or  m.erchandi2e  of  the    whole   of  the  administrations    of 

Sivedes,  Danes,  or  Fcrtngucse,  as  seize  Washington,  of  Adams,  and  of  Jefferson, 

and  detain  in  their  sfrvice  the  subjects  of  continue  to  take  (j;^  some  of  the  British 

those  nations  found  on  board  American  seamen  found  on  board  our  merchant 

vessel".      The  president  is  extremely  vessels,  and  with  them  a  small  numbeb 

raixious  to  have  this  business  of  impress  of  ours,    from  the   impossibility   of 

placed  on  a  reasonable  footing."*  distinguishing  Englishmen  from  cit- 
izens or  THE  United  States. "ij 

I  cannot  allow  these  extracts  to  pass  without  beseeching,  and 
imploring  the  reader  to  ponder  well  on  their  contents — to  com- 
pare them  together  carefully.  The  history  of  the  human  race, 
from  the  earliest  records  of  time,  furnishes  no  stronger  instance 
of  contradiction,  or  inconsistency.  Mr.  Pickering,  when  his 
station  as  Secretary  of  State  rendered  it  a  duty  to  defend  the 
lights  of  his  country,  clearly  &  explicitly  asserts,that  the  British 
impressed  Swedes,  Danes,  Portuguese,  and  even  Frenchmen, 
from  on  board  our  vessels.  Afterwards,  to  answer  the  purposes 
of  party,  he  states  that  they  impressed  Americans  merely  through 
"  the  impossibility  of  distinguishing"  them  from  their  own  sub- 
jects !  What  an  awful  perversion  of  facts  ! 

*  Letter  from  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.  secretary  of  state,  to  Rufus  King,  Esq. 
minister  at  the  court  of  London,  dated  Oct.  2S,  1796. 

f  Letter  from  Timothy  Pickering,  to  the  hon.  James  Sullivan,  governor  cS 
Massachusetts,  Feb.  16,  1808— page  9. 

\  Ibid. 

II  From.tIie  same  to  the  same— Feb.  !3, 1808,  page  13. 
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•.;";:  :;  chapter  xxxii. 

i}}ipfcM)itM,  ditiuig  ihc  a^dmimsir^aiioiy  of  General  fVdshin^^ 
fetter  frimiTiJ^^^  Frmn  Mr.  Jay  to 

Lord  (^etttUiei:   •Fr(iftt^yT,  Pickeritig  ta  Rufiis  King^    From 
Rufii^  King  to  LordGrenville. 

Extract  of  a  letter  ffom  T.  Jefferson^  Esq.  secretary  of  state,  to  Thomas 
Pinkney,  minister  pknipote7itiarif  of  the  United  States  at  London. 

DeparUnent  of  Slate,  June  11, 1792. 

"  The  peculiar  custom  in  Eogland  of  impressing  seamen  on  every  appearance 
<i)f  vrar,  Avill  occasionally  expose  our  seamen  to  peculiar  oppressions  and  vexatious. 
It  will  be  expedient  that  you  take  proper  opportunities,  in  tiie  mean  time,  of 
conferring  with  the  minister  on  this  subject,  in  order  to  foim  some  arrangement 
for  the  protection  of  our  seamen  on  those  occasions.  We  entirely  reject  the  m.ode 
-s-hich  was  the  subject  of  conversation  between  Mr.  Morrris  and  him  ;  which  was, 
that  our  seamen  should  always  carry  about  them  certificates  of  their  citizenship. 
This  is  a  condition  never  yet  submitted  to  by  any  nation ;  one  with  which  seamen 
would  never  have  the  precaution  to  comply — the  casualties  of  their  calling  would 
expose  them  to  the  constant  destruction  or  loss  of  this  paper  evidence ;  and  thiis  the 
British  government  mould  be  armed  nnih  legal  authority  to  impress  the  whole  ofowr 
seamen.  The  simplest  rule  will  be,  that  the  vessel  being  American,  shall  be  ev- 
idence that  the  seamen  on  board  of  her  are  such.  "  If  they  apprehend  that  our 
vessels  might  thus  become  asylums  for  the  fugitives  of  their  own  nation  from  im- 
press gangSv  the  number  of  men  to  be  protected  by  a  vessel  may  be  limited  by  her 
tonnage ;  and  one  or  two  officers  only  be  permitted  to  enter  the  vessel  in  order  to 
examine  the  number  \  but  no  pressgang  should  be  aliened  ever  to  go  on  board  anJmer- 
ican  vessel,  till  after  it  shall  be  found  that  there  are  more  than  the  stipulated  num- 
ber on  board,  nor  till  after  the  master  shall  have  refused  to  deliver  the  superna- 
meraries  (to  be  named  by  himself)  to  the  press  officer  who  has  come  on  board 
for  that  purpose  ;  and  even  then  the  American  consul  shall  be  called  in.  In 
order  to  urge  a  settlement  of  this  point  before  a  new  occasion  may  arise,  it  may 
cot  be  amiss  to  dravr  their  attention  to  the  peculiar  irritation  excited  on  the  last 
occasion^  and  the  difficulty  of  avoiding  our  making  immediate  reprisals  on  their 
seamen  here.  Yoar  will  be  so  good  as  to  communicate  to  me  what  shall  pass  on 
this  subject,  and  it  may  be  made  an  article  of  convention  to  be  entered  inta 
either  there  or  here." 

From  ike  same  to  the  same. 

Get.  IS,  1T92. 

"  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  MeFsrs.  Blow  and  Melhaddo,  merchants, 
of  Virginia,  complaining  of  the  taking  away  of  their  sailors,  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
by  the  commzuider  of  a  British  armed  vessel.  So  many  instances  of  this  kind 
fiave  happened,  that  it  is  quite  necessary  their  government  should  explain  them- 
selves on  the  subject,  and  be  led  to  disarow  and  punish  such  ccnchict.  I  leave  to 
your  discretion  to  endeavor  to  obtain  this  satisfaction  by  such  fi  if-ndly  discussions 
as  may  be  most  likely  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  and  secure  to  our  coramerfC 
that  protection  against  British  violence,  which  it  has  never  experienced  from  any 
other  nation.  No  law  forbids  the  seaman  of  any  nation,  to  engage  in  time  of 
peace,  on  board  a  foreign  vessel  :  no  law  authorizes  such  seaman  to  break  bis 
contract,  nor  thie  armed  vessels  of  his  nation  to  interpose  force  for  his  rescue." 

S 
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From  the  same  to  the  same. 


Nov.  6,  I79i^ 


''1  enclose  you  flow  the 'copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pi  utard,  our  consul?*' 
.Madeira,  £xhi!)iting  inolU^r  attempt  at  tlie  jprjictlce  on  wJ[)ich  I  wrote  to  you  ii. 
juy  last,  made  by  Capt.  Ij|afgood,  of  the  British  frigate  .Uyaena,  to  take  seamen 
from  on  board  an  American  vessel  bound  to  the  East  Indies.  It  is  unnecessary 
<o  develop^  to  you  the  inconvenienees  of  this  co!)dtict,  and  the  iiiiposgibility  of 
jetting  it  go  on..  J Jiope yoik^wiU  he  able  to  make  th^  Antisk  mirm'ry  sensible  of 
the  necessity  of  punishing  the  pant  and  preventing  the  future.'''' 

Mxiract  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Jay^  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of. the  United  States  €.t  London,  to  lord  Grenville,  secretary 
of  foreign  affairs,  da'td  ^ 

.  •  Imdm,  July  S  0,  1 793. 

••^  The  undersigned  finds  it  also  to  be  his  duty  to  present,  tliat  tlie  irr<^gularities 
before  nientiontd  extend  not  only  to  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  American 
'  essels  and  property,  and  to  unusual  personal  severidis,  but  n;;j^  eocn  to  the 
impi-essment  tf  American  cilisens,  to  serve  07i  board  of  armed  vesselsf  Th  forbears 
to  dwell  on  the  injuries  done  to  Oiose  unjmtunnte  individunh,  or  on  the  emotions 
'ivhich  they  must  naturally  excite^  either  in  the  breasts  if  the  imtion  to  which  they 
belong,  or  of  the  just  and  humane  of  every  country.  His  reliance  on  the  justice 
and  benevolence  of  his  majesty,  leads  him  to  indulge  a  pleasing  expectation,  that 
orders  ^ill  be  given,  that  Americans  so  circumstanced  be  immediately  liberated, 
and  that  persons  honored  with  hismajesty'sconvmiasions  do  infuture  abstain  from 
similar  violences. 

"  It  is  with  cordial  satisfaction  that  the  undersigned  reflects  on  the  impressions 
TTrhich  such  an  equitable  and  conciliatory  measure  would  make  on  the  people  of 
■die  United  States,  and  how  naturally  they  would  inspiie  and  cherish  those  senti- 
snents  and  disposition?  which  never  fail  to  preserve  as  well  as  to  produce  respect, 
*?steem  and  friendship." 

Extract  from  the  instructions  given  by  Timothy  Pickering,  E.-iq.  secretary 
of  state,  to  livfus  King,  Esq.  minister  at  the  court  of  London. 

June,  8,  1796. 

n-p  The  long  butfruillsss  aliempis  that  have  been  made  to  protect  American 
fiumcnfrom  British  impresses,  prove  that  ihc  subject  is  in  its  nature  difficult. 

**  Tlie  simplest  rule  would  be,  that  the  vessel  being  American,  should  be 
evidence  thai  the  seamen  art  sv.ch.  But  it  will  be  an  important  point  gained,  if, 
on  the  high  seas,  our  flag  can  protect  those  of  whatever  nation  who  sail  under  it. 
And  for  this,  humanity,  as  well  as  interest,  powerfully  plead.  Merchant  vessels 
tarry  no  inore  hands  than  their  safety  renders  necessary.  To  nithdraiv  any  of 
,ihcm  on  the  oceant  is  to  expose  both  lives  and  provefrty  to  destruction.  We  have  a 
right  then  to  expect  that  the  British  government  will  make  no  difficulty  in  acceding 
to  this  very  interesting  provision.  And  the  same  motives  should  operate  with 
jiearly  equal  force,  to  procure  for  us  the  liiie  exception  in  all  the  British  colonies, 
but  especially  in  th«  West  Indies.  In  the  latter  the  consequence  of  an  impress  is 
irj=>  the  detention  of  the  vessel.  By  the  detention.,  the  vessel  is  injured  m-  destroyed 
hythe  norms,  and  the  remnant  of  the  cr^rv  exposed  to  the  fatal  diseases  of  the  climate. 
Hence  a  longer  detention  ensues.  The  voyage  becomes  unprofitable  to  the 
merchant :  and  rj^^  humanity  deplores  the  loss  of  many  valuable  lives.  But  there 
35  another  cogent  reason  for  an  exemption  from  impresses  in  the  British  colonies — 
that  THE  PRACTICE  WILL  BE,  AS  IT  HAS  ALWAYS  BEEN,  SUB- 
.1ECT  TO  MONSTROUS  ABUSES  .-  and  the  supreme  power  is  so  remote,  that 
THE  EVILS  BECOME  IRREMEDIABLE,  BEFORE  REDRESS  CAN 
EVEN  BE  SOUGHT  FOR. 

"  To  gnard  against  abuses  on  the  part  of  American  citizens,  every  master  of  a 
vessel,  on  hii5  arrival  in  any  port  of  the  British  colonies,  may  be  required  to  report 
his  crew  at  the  proper  office.  If,  afterwards,  any  addition  be  made  to  thearby 
Britiihsuljec.iSy  these  may  be  taken  away.     In  the  ports  of  Great  Brits  In  ar'd 
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'elai;d,  the  impr(?$3  of  Briiuh  subjects,  found  on  board  of  our  vessels,  must 
^oubtless  be  admitted.  Cut  this  should  be  ccntroled  by  regulations  to  prevent 
insults  and  injuries,  and  to  administer  prompt  relief  r^j^  ivhere  Jmerican  citizens 
\nhich  will  assuredly  happen)  shall  be  mistaktn  for Mrthsh  subjects. 

'■^  There  are  three  clisses  qjf^  m€7i,  concerning  nhom  there  cnri  be  no  difficulty, 
I.  Native  Jmerican  citizens,  r^^  2.  American  ciiikens,  nkerexer  born,  who  we/e 
5  uch  at  the  definitive  treaty  of  fence.  {J^-J.  Fori  igners,  other  than  Briiiih  subject^^ 
bailing  in'Jmerican  vessels,  andrn-host  persons  ou^ht  tobf-  as  sacred,  asit  rsspects 
ilie  British,  'as  those  of  native  citizens.  The  4tli  class  consists  of  British  born 
subjects,  but  who,  or  many  of  w  hour,  may  have  become  citizens  subsequent  to  the 
treaty  of  peace,  cr  who  hereafter  may  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizens  it 
is  this  class  alone,  abcut  which  any  pretence  of  right  to  impress  can  be  made. 
With  regard  to  these,  it  may  be  attempted  to  protect  them,  as  well  in  time  of 
war  as  of  peace,  in  the  following  cases  ;  First,  [j^^  when  they  shall  have  served 
Jo  American  vessels,  public  or  private,  fcr  the  :jame  term  in  which  foreigners 
serving  in  iBritish  vessels  would  acquire  the  rights  of  British  subjects,  which  is 
understood  to  be  three  years  :  or  secondly,  if  so  much  cannot  be  obtained, 
when  those  persons,  originally  British  subjects,  shall,  have  resided  five  years  in 
the  United  States,  and  been  formally  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizens,  according 
io  our  laws. 

"  It  must  often  happen  that  sailors  will  lose  their  certificates :  provision  should 
therefore  be  made  for  the  admission  of  other  reasonable  proof  of  their  citizt-us^hip, 
such  as  their  own  oaths,  with  those  of  the  masters,  mates,  or  other  creditahta 
witnesses.  The  rolls  of  the  crews  or  shipping  papers,  may  also  be  authenticated 
by  the  coHectora  of  the  customs  :  and  then  they  ought  to  be  admitled  as  oi'  equal 
validity  with  the  individual  certificates." 

From  the  same  to  ike  same, 

Sept.  10,  1796. 

'-'  I  enclose  a  letter  from  Francis  S.  Taylor,  deputy  collector  of  Norfolk,  re- 
specting four  impressed  seamen.  It  appears  to  be  written  with  candor,  and  mer- 
its attention.  If,  as  the  captain  of  the  Prevoyante  [Wemyss]  says,  the  dignity 
of  the  British  government  will  not  permit  an  enquiry  on  board  their  ships  for  A- 
merican  seamen,  their  doom  is  fixed  Jor  the  war  :  and  thus  THE  RIGHTS  OF 
AN  INDEPENDENT  NATION  ARE  TO  BE  SACRIFICED  TO  BRITISH 
DIGNITY.  Justice  requires  that  such  enquiries  and  examination  be  made;  be- 
cause otherwise  the  liberation  of  our  seamen  will  be  impossible.  For  the  British 
government.,  then,  to  make  professions  of  respect  to  the  rigfUs  of  our  citizens,  and 
nillingness  to  release  them,  and  yet  deny  the  only  means  of  ascertaining  those  rights^ 
is  an  insulting  tanlalism. 

^^  If  the  British  government  have  any  regard  to  our  rights,  any  respect  for  ovs^- 
nation,  and  place  any  value  on  our  friendship,  they  rvill  even  facilitate  to  us  the 
means  rf  releasing  our  opppressd  citizens.  The  subject  of  our  impressed  seamen 
makes  a  part  of  your  instructions  ;  but  the  president  now.  renews  his  desire  thaft 
iiieir  relief  may  engage  your  special  attention." 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

Impressment  during  the  Achiinisiraiion  of  Mr.  Adams.    Letter 
from  Rufas  King.     From  Silas  Talbot.     From  Timothy  Pick^ 
ering.     Instructions  of  Judge  Marshall  to  Pafus  King. 

I  NOW  proceed  in  chronological   order  to  state  the  views  of 
our  government  upon — fhe  reinon§trancea  of.  our  public  officersr 
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against — and  the  redress  afforded  or  refused  in — the  odious  af- 
fair of  impressment,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams. 

I  begin  with  Rufus  King,  esq.  wliose  name,  from  the  ground 
be  now  takes  ia  politics,  is  a  tower  of  strength  on  this  subject. 

From  Rufus  King,  Esq.  to  Timothy  Pickering,  secretary  of  state. 

London,  Afril  1 3, 1797. 

*'  The  subject  [of  impressment]  in  all  its  details,  has  come  under  my  observa- 
tion :  end  its  importance,  I  confess,  is  much  greater  than  I  had  supposed  it.  In- 
Rlead  of-cftro,  and  iktse  in  many  instances  equivocal  cases,  I  have,  since  the  moniJ' 
cf  July  last,  liuide  application  for  the  discharge  from  Bnlith  menofnar,  of  211 
seamen,  who,  stating  themselves  to  be  Americans,  have  claimed  my  interference  ; 
of  this  number  86  have  by  the  adrairaliy  been  ordered  to  be  discharged  :  37  more 
Jjave  been  detained  as  British  subjects,  or  as  American  volunteers,  or  for  want 
of  proof  that  tliey  are  Americans  :  and  to  my  applications  for  the  discharge  of  iho, 
remaining  148,  /  hxive  receivrdno  ansrver  ;  Vie  skips  on  hoard  of  which  these  sci- 
inen  were  detained,  having,  in  mnny  instances,  sailed  before  an  examination  nii 
made,  in  consequence  of  my  applications. 

"  It  is  certain,  that  some  of  those  who  have  applied  to  me,  are  not  American 
■itizens,  BUT  THE  EXCEPTIONS  ARE  IN  MY  OPINION  FEW  :  ami  the 
evidence,  exclu'^ive  of  certificate?,  has  been  such  as  in  most  cases  to  satisfy  niB 
fhat  THE  APPLICANTS  WERE  REAL  AMERICANS,  who  had  been  forc-d 
•  nto  the  British  service ;  ■and  who  iviih  singular  constancy  have  generally  perscv(ir 
.d  in  refusing  pay  and  bounty,  though  in  many  instances  they  have  been  in  seriitt 
more  than  ttvo  years.''* 

To  this  document,  I  most  earjsestly  invite  and  invoke  the  at- 
tention of  the  American  nation,  and  the  whole  people  of  Chris- 
tendom. It  affords  the  most  conclusive  defence  of  the  strong 
ground  taken  on  this  subject  by  the  administration;  and  sets 
^he  seal  of  eternal  contradiction  on  the  assertion,  so  often  re- 
peated, that  the  poor,  miserable,  enslaved,  and  by-his-country» 
abandoned  sailor — the  pride — the  glory — the  bulwark  of  that 
imgrateful  country — is  readily  surrendered  ivhen  impressed  hij 
jnisiake.  Let  no  man  ever  dare  again  to  make  the  assertion.  It 
is  not  true.     It  never  was  true. 

Mr.  King  tells  us  a  plain  story.  He  applied  for  tlie  emanci- 
pation of  271  American  slaves,  forced  to  fight  for  their  enslav- 
ers. Not  quite  a  third  were  discharged — and  more  than  one  half 
cfihe  whole  number  were  debarred  of  any  chance  of  redress,  by  a 
plain  and  simple  process  ;  the  vessels,  on  board  of  which  they 
were,  having  "m  inany  instances  sailed  before  an  examination 
"ivas  had  in  consequence  of  his  application.'''' 

From  S^llas  Talbot,  Esq.  agent  for  the  relief  of  impressed  seamen,  to  Timothy 
Pickering,  Esq.  secretary  of  state. 

Kingston,  July  4,  1797. 

"Admiral  Sir  Hyde  having  gained  information,  that  my  application  to  the 
tivil  authority  of  this  island,  to  obtain  the  release  of  sucli  American  citize-s  a^; 
y^exe  found  to  be  detained  on  board  his  majesty's  ships  of  war,  had  been  ?tteaded 
with  some  success,  he  immediately  issued  a  general  order  to  all  cj^p^ains  and 
commander'jof  ships  and  vessels  of  war,  directing  them  not  to  obey  any  nrii  of 


afib^ss  tcrp^^nor  ivj^er  any  men  to  their  leave  skips  in  consequence  qfany  such  nrii^ 
Since  the  above  mentioned  order  was  issued,  writs  have  beea  obtained  against- 
Captain  Elpbinstone,  of  the  Tartar  frigate,  to  produce  three  Americans,  named! 
in  Ti^e  writ,  before  ttie  chief  j<jstice  j  and  against  Captain  Foster,  of  the  Albicore, 
to  produce  four ;  and  also,  against  Captain  Otway,  of  the  Ceres  frigate,  to  produce 
twenty  Americans,  in  like  manner  before  the  chief  justice.  All  those  writs  were 
served,  but  none  of  them  was  obeyed.  Attachments  against  the  said  captains 
have  been  ordered  by  the  court ;  and  a  writ  of  attachment  against  Captain  Otway 
was  taken  out  fifteen  days  since.  But  the  marshal  has  not  been  able,  as  he  says, 
to  serve  it  on  Captain  Otway  :  and  from  all  that  1  can  learn,  there  ig  not  any 
probability  that  he  will  serve  the  writ ;  so  that  the  law  in  this  island^  it  sterns^ 
ccnnot  be  administered  for  the  relief- af  American  citizens,  who  art  held  in  British 
slavery  ;  T^TF'  niany  ofnhom,  as  they  nrite  to  me  from  on  board  Captain  Oinay's 
ship,  HAVE  BEEN  BROUGHT  TO  THE  GANG  H\\Y,  AND  WHIP  FED, 
FOR  WRITING  TO  THEIR  AGENT  TO  GET  THEM  DISCHARGED!'' 

Here  again  we  find  what  redreas  the  American  slave  had  i& 
expect.     He  was  brought  to  the  gangway,  and  ignominiously 
SCOURGED  for  daring    to  try  to  have  his  case  taken   into  the 
cognizance  of  the  American  ag^e^nt    for  the  relief  of  impressed- 
seamen  1 1 ! 

From  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.  surdary^  of  state,  to  Silas  Talbot,  Esq, 

August  15,  1T9T. 

"  If  any  naval  ofScer  shall  have  coTnmitted  such  an  outrage  on  any  Americas 
seamen,  as  to  BRING  THEM  TO  THE-GANGWAY,  as  you  mention,  or  to 
inflict  any  kind  of  punishment  on  them,  especially  for  seeking  opportunities  to  in- 
form you  of  thfir  situation,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  just  relief  to  whicii 
they  are  entitled,  pray  endeavor  to  get  groofs  of  the  fact,  that  I  may  make  it 
the  subject  of  a  special  representation  to  the  British  government." 

From  Timothy  Picketing,  Esq.  secretary  of  state,  to  Rufus  King,  Esq, 

Trenton,  October  3, 1T97. 

"  Lord  Grenville's  observations-on  th»  act  of  congress  for  the  relief  and  protej-- 
tion  of  American  seaaen,  present  difficulties  which  demand  consideration  at  the 
ensuing  session.  But  ycur  reasoning  in  your  letter  to  his  lordship  of  the  30th  oi' 
last  November,  is  conclusive  agaicsi:  the  British  pretences  to  retain  real  American 
seamen  who  are  married  in  their  dominions^  or  who  have  voluntarily  entered  on ' 
board  British  vessel?.  It  behoves  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  British  government^ 
to  adhere  to  their  principle  on  daiural  allegiance  wholly^  or  to  renounce  it 
nholly  :  And  an  answer  on  this  point,  would  have  become  his  lordship's 
candor. 

"  I  consider  Col.  Talbot's  agerKiy  in  the  West  Indies  to  be  no  longer  very  im- 
portant. The  rigid  conduct  of  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker  (who  from  the  beginnings- 
has  thrown  obstacles  in  tlie  way)  leaves  but  little  room  to  get  our  seamen  released. 
The  opposition  of  the  officers  in  general,  induced  Colonel  Talbot  to  take  out  writs 
of  habeas  corpus  at  Jamaica,  by  which,  directly  or  in  their  consequences,  {X[/='  he 
obtained  the  discharge  of  nearly  fifty  seamen.  But  Admiral  Parker  has  for  some 
time  ^z&t,  forbidden  his  officers  to  pay  any  attention  to  such  writs  :  and  Col.  Talbot 
informed  me  that  some  of  our  seamen  have  been  punished  for  attempting  to  send 
letters  to  him  to  inform  of  their  situaticti 

*'  Mr.  Listou  assured  me  that  the  British  oflScers  have  ordersnot  to  imprf  gs  ? 
any  Ameriacn  seamen,  ai.»l  of  course  not  to  retain  against  their  will  any  already 
impressed:  bui  if  they  persist  in  obstructing  every  channel  of  information  Q7^ 
Pftonf  oftktir  ciHs^nskip.  such  erd^rs  are,  and  nill  continue^  diceptiv€>^} 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  BvfusKmg,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  tka  Viiiua 
StateSy  to  the  secretary  of  stale. 

London,  March  15,  17''9. 

'•  I  mentioned  our  dissatisfaction  with  the  continuatioa  of  the  practice  of  takinc" 
out  of  our  ships,  met  on  the  main  ocean,  such  of  their  crews  as  did  not  potse?? 
certificates  oi  American  citizenship  ;  denying,  as  I  had  often  done,  in  forme. 
conferences,  upon  the  same  subject,  any  right  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  upon 
which  the  practice  could  be  founded  j  and  suggesting  that  q;;^  our  ships  of  war, 
by  permission  of  our  government,  might,  with  ecjual  right,  pursue  tiie.samc 
practice  towards  their  merchantmen. 

*' That  not  only  seamen  who  spoke  the  English  language,  and  who  were  evi- 
dently English  or  American  subjects,  but  also  ALL  DANISH,  SWEDISH, 
AND  OTHER  FOREIGN  SEAMEN,  TV^O  COULD  NOT  RECEIVE 
AMERICAN  PROTECTIONS,  WERE  INDISCRIMINATELY'  TAKEN 
FROM  THE IRVOLLTN^TARY  SERVICE  IN  OUR  NEUTRAL  EMPLOY, 
and  forced  into  the  war  in  the  naval  service  of  Great  Britain. 

"  That  on  this  subject  WE  HAD  AGAIN  AND  AGAIN  OFFXRED  TO 
CONCUR  IN  A  CONVENTION,  WHICH  WE  THOUGHT  PRaCTICA  - 
JBLE  TO  BE  FORMED,  AND  WHICH  SHOULD  SETTLE  THESE 
QUESTIONS  IN  A  MANNER  THAT  WOULD  BE  SATISFACTORY 
FOR  ENGLAND  AND  SAFE  FOR  US. 

*'  That  to  decline  such  a  convention,  and  to  persist  in  a  practice  which  we  were 
persuaded  could  not  be  vindicated,  especially  to  the  extent  it  was  carried,  seeme«I 
lesg  equitable  and  moderate  tlian  we  had  a  right  to  expert. 

*'  Lord  Grenville  stated  no  precise  principle  upon  which  he  supposed  this 
practice  could  be  justified ;  and  the  conversation  upon  this  point,  like  many 
others  upon  the  same  subject,  ended  without  a  prospect  of  satisfaction.  The. 
Prench  and  Spaniards,  and  every  other  nation,  might  pursue  the  same  conduct 
as  rightfully  as  Great  Britain  does.  With  respect  to  foreign  seamen  in  our 
rmpl&y,-this  government  kaSy  if  I  recollect^  yielded  the  point,  though  their  07vn 
'Officers  continue  the  practice.  We  are  assured  all  Americans  shall  be  discharged 
on  application  for  that  purpose,  and  that  orders  to  this  effect  have  been  given  to 
iheir  naval  commanders  ;  but  this  is  far  short  of  satiff action — indeed,  TO  AC~ 
aUlESCE  IN  IT,  IS  TO  GIVE  UP  THE  RIGHT." 

I  beg  the  reader  %\ill  most  carefully  and  altenlively  peruse 
Ihe  second  and  third  }>aragraphs  of  the  preceding  document. 

The  second  confirms  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Pickering, 
when  he  was  secretarj^  that  {XT'  Danes^  Swedes  and  other  fcr- 
dgners  were  impressed  out  of  our  vessels — and  utterly  contradicts 
and  disproves  his  recent  declaration — that  (CT^  the  impressment 
pf  our  seamen  arose  from  the  difficulty  of  discriminating  hetiveen 
an  Englishman  and  an  American.  What  a  farcical  procedure 
it  would  be,  to  seize  by  mistake  upon  Danes,  and  Swedes,  and 
Portuguese,  as  Englishmen  ! 

Bat  the  fact  established  by  the  third  paragraph  is  still  more 
importaqt.  It  is,  that  this  country  [Cr'  "  had  again  and  again 
offered  to  settle  these  questions  in  a  manner  that  wmdd  he  satisfac- 
icfryfor  England  and  safe  for  the  United  States.''^  And  further, 
that  "England  had  declined  si!ch  a  convention."  And  yet 
Mr.  Pickering  has  confidently  stated  the  contrary,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  fact,  and  to  his  own  knowledge  and  expei?;- 
^siBce. — - 
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"O.ir  gi>vernment  well  know,  tbat  Great  BntAin  is  jmfccibj  nilling  lo  adjpl. 
■  .^y  arrangement  that  can  be  devised  that  7vill  secure  to  hsr  service  the  seamen  wko 
are  her  onn  subjects,  and  at  the  same  time,  exempt  ours  from  impressmtni.''''-^ 

'•  No  rncm-ivho  regards  the  triiik  7vill  question  the  dispositi.m  of  the  British  gav- 
zrnment  to  adapt  any  arraiigemenl  that  will  secure  to  Great  Britain  ike  service  of 
her  onn  subjects.''^ f 

These  facts  scorn  the  aid  of  a  comment.  The  dullest  and 
most  Bosstian  reader  must  be  struck  ^vith  the  astonishing  con- 
tradiction and  inconsisiency  they  display. 

With  Mr.  Pickering  I  am  almost  wholly  unacquainted.  Hi? 
is  far  advanced  in  years — and  has  held  the  highest  and  most 
confidential  offices.  He  has  been  honored  with  the  regard  and 
esteem  of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs,  of  whom  he  is  consid- 
ered as  one  of  the  leaders.     He  has  asserted  of  himself, 

"  I  may  clai/n  some  share  of  attention  and  credit — that  share  which  is  due  to 
the  man  who  defies  the  world  to  point,  in  the  whole  course  of  a  long  and  public 
life,  at  one  instance  of  deception — at  a  single  departure  from  truth  '"+ 

I  call  on  him  and  his  friends,  to  reconcile  the  above  state- 
ments with  tlie  facts  of  the  case.  It  will  give  me  pleasure  if  he 
can,  at  the  close  of  his  long  career,  justify  himself  on  this  point 
to  his  own  conscience,  and  to  his  country,  before  whose  bar  i 
thus  solemnly  cite  him. 

One  other  observation,  and  I  dismiss  this  letter. — Mr.  King 
explicitly  states,  and  w  ith  jKjrfect  justice,  that  to  acquiesce  1^ 
the  surrender  of  our  seamen  being  arsatisfaction  for  the  injury, 
is  to  admit  the  right  of  impressment,  against  which  Le  most  zea!= 
ously  and  patriotically  contended. 

Extract  from  a  report  of  Timothy  Picker  ing^  esq.  sctrtiarij  of  state,  to  Cons 
gress.  Dec.  9,  1799. 

"  Admiral  Parker  paid  no  attention  to  the  agent's  application  on  behalf  of  our 
impressed  seamen ;  the  admiral  having  determined,  and  informed  the  agent  of 
the  determination,  that  no  proofs  would  be  regarded  b)'  him,  unless  speci&Ujr 
presented  by  the  American  government  through  the  British  ujinigter ;  nor  then 
out  ia  the  single  case  of  native  Americans.  Under  this  determination  there  will 
be  detained,  not  only  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  naturalized  since  the 
peace  of  1783;  but  all  who,  born  elsewhere,  were  then  resident  in,  and  had  be- 
come citizens  of  the  L^nited  States ;  also,  all  foreigners,  as  Germans,  Snedcc, 
Danes,  Portuguese,  and  Italians,  who  voluntarily  serve  in  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States.  And  it  is  a  fact  that  SUCH  FOREIGNERS  HWE  FREQUENT- 
LY  BEEN  IMPRESSED  ;  althoujxh  their  languages  and  other  circumstances 
-demonstrate  that  THEY  WERE  NOT  BRITISH  SUBJECTS." 

Here  again  we  have  Timothy  Pickering,  secretary  of  state, 
versus  Timothy  Pickering,  senator  of  the  United  States.  As 
secretary,  he  bears  the  strongest  testimony  on  the  subject  of  tb€ 
Jatitudinarian  principles  on  which  impressment  is  conducted. 

*  Letter  of  the  hon,  Timeihy  Pickering,  to  hie  escelleacy  James  SuUiva*, 
governor  of  Masgachasetts,  page  13. 

-f  Mem,  pitege  8.  Jd€m,fa£e^ 
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The  subject  strikes  me  in  a  new  point  of  light.  An  Aintr; 
can  vessel  is  met  at  seu  by  a  British  frigate. — The  crew  arc 
brought  trembling  before,  that  right  reverend  and  worshipful 
magistrate,  the  boatswain's  mate.  AW  who  cannct  speak  plain 
English  are  seised  ; — as^  being  French ^  Germans ^  Danes ^  liai^ 
tans,  or  Hottentots^  they  cannot  he  natives  of  the  United  States, 
and  are  not  therefore  entitled  to  protection  from  our  flag.  This 
scrutiny  is  soon  over.  Another  then  takes  place.  And  o^ 
those  who  speak  plain  English,  he  seises  as  many  as  he  supposes, 
or  pretends  to  suppose,  to  be  British  subjects !! !  And  yet  we 
have  men  in  high  stations  who  defend  this  [>ractice!  Would  to 
God  that  every  man  who  is  an  advocate  foi'  impressment,  wers 
himself  impressed  and  enslaved  on  board  a  British  man  of  war, 
with  a  cat-o*-nine  tails  to  his  back,  to  punish  his  refractory  spi- 
rit,  in-  case  he  dared  to  complain ! 

Exlract  of  a  letttrfrom  John  Marshall,  E.iq.  sctretary  of  state,  to  Rufi(3 
King,  Esq.  Miniiler  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Slates  at  London,  dated 

■     Department  of  State,  Sept  20,  1800. 

"  The  imprrasment  nf  our  seamen  is  an  injury  of  very  senous  magnitude,  which 
dcfply  affects  the  feelings  and  the  honor  nf  the  nation. 

"  This  valuable  class  of  men  is  composed  of  natives  and  foreigners,  who  engage 
voluntarily  in  our  service 

''  "  No  right  has  been  asserted  ta  impress  the  natives  rf  America.  Yet  they  ojts 
impressed ;  they  are  dragged  on  board  of  British  ships  of  war,  rvith  evidence  of  citi- 
gtnship  in  their  hands,  andforr,ed  by  violence  there  to  serve,until  conclusive  testimo- 
nials of  their  birth  can  be  obtained.  These  must  moit  jcenerally  he  souajht  for  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  rrp  In  the  mean  time,  ACKNOWLEDGED  VlO- 
I.ENCE  IS  PRACTISED  ON  A  CITIZEN  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
BY  COMPELLING  HIM  TO  ENGAGE  AND  CONTINUE  IN  FOREIGN 
SERVICE  Although  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  uniformly  direct  their  discharge 
on  the  production  of  this  testimony  ;  YET  MANY  MUST  PERISH  UNRE-- 
LIEVED,  AND  ALL  ARE  DETAINED  A  CONSIDERABLE  TIME,  IN 
LAWLESS  AND  INJURIOUS  CONFINEMENT. 

"  It  is  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  right,  of  a  friendly  nation,  to  require  that  meas-- 
ares  be  taken  by  the  British  government  to  prevent  the  continued  repetition  of 
such  violence  by  its  agents.  This  can  only  be  dose  by  punishing  and  frowning  orr 
those  who  perpetrate  it.  THE  MERE  RELEASE  OF  THE  INJURED,  AF- 
TER A  LONG  COURSE  OF  SERVING  AND  SUFFERING,  IS  NO  COM- 
PENSATION FOR  THE  PAST.  AND  NO  SECURITY  FOR  THE  FU- 
TURE. It  is  impossible  not  to  believe  that  the  decisive  interference  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  this  respect,  would  prevent  a  practice,  Q;^  the  continuance  of  which 
Biust  inevitably  produce  di«cord  between  two  nations,  which  ought  to  be  the 
friends  of  each  other. 

"  Those  seamen  who  were  born  in  a  foreign  country,  and  have  been  adopted 
by  this,  were  either  the  subjects  of  Britain  or  some  other  power. 

'*  The  right  to  impress  those  who  were  British  subjects  has  been  asserted  j  ani 
the  right  to  impress  those  of  every  other  nation  has  not  been  disclaimed. 

*'  Neither  the  one  practice  nor  the  other  can  be  justified, 

*' With  the  naturalization  of  foreigners,  no  other  nation  can  interfere,  further 
than  the  rights  of  that  other  are  affected.  The  rights  of  Britain  are  certainly  not 
affected  by  the  naturalization  of  other  than  British  subjects  Consequently  those 
persons,  who,  according  to  our  laws,  are  citizens,  must  be  so  considered  by  Britai^y 
ahd  ev^ry  other  power  not  having  a  conflicting  claim  to  t!:e  persour 
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"THE  UNITED  STATES,  THEREFORE  REQUIRE,  POSITIVELY, 
THAT  THEIR  SEAMEN  WHO  ARE  NOT  BRITISH  SUBJECTS, 
WHETHER  BORN  IN  AMERICA,  OR  ELSEWHERE,  SHALL  BE 
EXEMPT  FROM  IMPRESSMENT. 

."  The  case  of  British  subjects,  whether  naturalized  or  not,  is  more  questionable; 
ff^bilt  the  right  even  to  impress  them  is  denied.  The  practice  of  the  British 
;iovernment  its^eif,  may  certainly,  in  a  controversy  with  that  government,  be  relied 
on.  The  privileges  it  claims  and  exercises,  may  certainly  be  ceded  to  others. 
nrp  To  deny  this  would  be  to  deny  the  equality  of  nalioDS,  and  to  make  it  a 
vjuestion  of  power  and  not  of  right. 

"  If  ibe  practice  of  the  British  government  may  be  quoted,  that  practice  is  to 
jaaintain  and  defend  in  their  sea-service^  all  those,  of  any  nation,  who  have 
voluntarily  engaged  iu  it,  or  who,  according  to  their  laws,  have  become  British 
subjects. 

"  Alien  seamen,  not  British  subjects,  engaged  in  our  merchant  service,  ought 
"to  be  equally  exempt  with  citizens  from  impressments  :  we  have  a  right  to  engage 
them,  and  1-ave  a  right  to,   and  intere«it   in,  their  persons,  to  the  extent  of  the 


JURY.  IT  iS  ^N  ACT  OP  VIOLENCE  FOR  WHICH  THERE  EXISTS 
^O  PALLIATIVE. 

"  We  know  well  that  the  diSculty  of  distinguisiiing  between  native  Americans 
snd  British  subjects,  has  been  used  with  respect  o  natives,  as  an  apology  for  the 
injuries  complained  of  It  is  not  pretended  that  this  apology  can  be  extended  to 
the  case  cf  foreigners  ;  and.  with  respect  to  natives,  we  doubt  the  existence  of  the 
difSculty  allo<'ged.  ^V'e  know  well  that  among  that  class  of  people  called  seamen, 
^e  cen. readily  distinguish  between  a  native  American,  aad  a  person  raised  to 
lEaubood  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ;  and  we  do  not  perceive  any  reason  why 
the  capacity  of  making  this  distinction  should  not  be  possessed  in  the  same  degree 
hy  one  nation  as.  by  the  other. 

"  If  therefore  no  regulation  can  be  formed  which  shall  effectually  secure  all 
seamen  on  board  American  merchantmen,  rj;^  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from 
the  justice  of  the  British  government,  from  its  regard  for  the  friendship  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  own  honor,  that  it  will  manifest  the  sincerity  of  its  wishes 
to  re<Ires£  this  offence,  by  punishing  those  who  commit  it. 

"  We  hope,  however,  that  an  agreement  may  be  entered  into,  satisfactory  an4 
beoeScial  to  lioth  parties.  The  article  which  appears  to  have  been  transmitted 
by  !iiy  predecessor,  while  it  satisfies  this  country,  will  probably  restore  to  the 
naval  service  of  Great  Britain  a  greater  number  of  seamen  than  will  be  lost  by  it. 
Should  we  even  be  mistaken  in  this  calculation,  yet  the  difference  cannot  be  put 
in  competition  with  the  mischief  which  may  result  from  the  irritation  ju?tly  excited 
by  this  practice,  throughout  the  United  States.  The  extent  and  justice  of  the 
resentment  it  produces,  may  be  estimated  in  Britain  by  enquiring  Q^  what 
impressions  would  be  made  on  them  by  similar  conduct  on  the  part  ofinis  gov- 
ernment. 

"rr-p  Should  we  impress  from  the  merchant  service  of  Britain  not  only  Ameri- 
cans, but  foreigners,  and  even  British  subject"^,  how  long  would  such  a  course 
of  injury  unredre.-ised  be  permitted  to  pass  uorevenged  .''  How  long  would  the 
government  be  content  with  unsuccessful  remonstrance  'f  I  believe,  sir,  th^t  only 
the  mo?t  prompt  correction  of,  or  compensation  for,  the  abuse,  would  be  admitted 
as  satis."aciIon  in  such  a  case. 

"  If  the  principles  of  this  government  forbid  it  to  retaliate  by  impressments, 
there  is  yet  another  mode  which  might  be  resorted  to.  We  mi^ht  authorise  our 
ships  of  war,  though  not  to  impress,  yet  to  recruit  sailors  on  board  British  merr 
chantmen.  Such  are  the  inducements  to  enter  into  our  naval  service,  that  we 
.  believe  even  this  practice  would  very  seriously  affect  t!ie  navigation  of  Britain. — ■ 
How,  sir,  would  it  be  received  by  the  British  nation  ? 

"  Is  it  not  more  advisable  to  desist  from  and  to  take  effectual  measures  to  prevent 
an  acknowledged  wrong,  than  by  perseverance  in  that  wrong  q^  to  escite  against 
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themselves  the  ^veil-founded  resentment  of  America,  and  force  our  governnieDt 
into  measures  which  may  very  possibly  terminate  in  open  rupture  ?" 

Extract  of  a  htterfrom  Rufus  King,  Esq.  to  the  secretary/  of  state,  daiid 
London,  February  ^3,  1801. 

*'  The  progress  which  had  been  made  in  our  negociation  with  this  government, 
was  such  as  must  have  brought  it  to  a  speedy  conclusion,  had  not  a  change  taken 
place  in  the  department  of  foreign  affiirs  ;  that  the  resuit  would  in  tlie  mnin  have 
been  satisfactory,  is  more  than  1  am  authorised  to  say,  although  I  flatt.?red 
myself  with  the  hope  that  it  would  be  so.     Lord  Hawksbury  assures  me  that  he 


impi 
oyr  seamen,  aud  the  v?2ations  of  our  trade." 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

A(r.  Listoti's  projet  of  a  Convention  respectins;  Deserters.  Objected 
to  bi/  Mr.  Pickerin^y  3Ir.  Stoddardy  Mr,  Wolcott,  and  Mr^ 
M'Henr^,     Rejected, 

In  the  year  1800,  Mr.  Liston,  the  British  minister,  submitted 
to  Mr.  Adnms,  president  of  the  United  States,  a  projet  of  a  treaty 
for  the  mutual  delivery  of  deserters,  of  which  I  annex  the  sev- 
enth and  ninth  articles,  being  those  which  alone  bear  on  thfs 
subject. 

7.  "  It  is,  however,  understood,  that  this  stipulation  is  not  to  extend  to  author- 
ise either  of  the  parties  to  demand  the  delivery  of  any  sailors,  subjects,or  citizen?, 
belonging  to  the  other  party,  who  have  been  employed  on  board  the  vessels  of 
either  of  the  respective  nations,  and  who  have,  in  time  of  war  or  threatened 
hostility,  voluntarily  entered  into  the  service  of  their  own  sovereign  or  nation, 
or  have  been  compelled  to  enter  therein,  according  to  the  laws  and  practice 
prevailing  in  the  two  countries  respectively. 

9.  "  It  is,  however,  understood,  that  no  stipulation  in  this'addltional  article 
shall  be  construed  to  empower  the  civil  or  military  officers  of  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  forcibly  to  enter  into  the  public  sMps  afrvar;  or  into  the  fort?, 
garrisorrs  or  posts  of  the  other  party  ;  or  to  u?e  violence  to  the  persons  of  the  land 
or  sea  officers  of  the  respective  nations,  with  a  view  to  compel  the  delivery  of 
■guch  persons  as  may  have  deserted  from  the  naval  or  military  service  of  either 
party  as  aforesaid.*' 

Thh projet  was  submitted  to  the  heads  of  departments,  and 
to  the  Attoniey  General,  for  Uieir  opinions,  which  I  subjoin. 

From  Timothi^  Pickering,  Esq.  secretary  of  state,  to  President  Adams. 

February  ^0,  1800. 

"  The  secretary  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  president  Mr,  Liston's  note 
of  the  4th  February,  together  with  his  projet  of  a  treaty  for  the  reciprocal 
delivery  of  deserters  ;  rr7=»  which  appears  to  the  secretary  utterly  inadmissible, 
UNLESS  IT  WOULDJPUT  AN  END  TO  IMPRESSMENTS-which  Mr. 
Liston  seemed  to  imagine — while  the  seventh  paragraph  of  his  projet  expressly 
recognizes  the  right  of  impressing  British  subjects,  and  consequently  American 
eitiaens  a3  at  present, 
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B.  Stoddard,  Esq.  secretary  cfihe  navy,  to  ike  Presidmt. 

Ftbrunry^Q,  ISOO. 

*'  The  secretary  of  the  navy  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that  rj^  it  is  better  to  Lave 
on  article,  and  meet  all  consequences,  than  not  to  enumei  ale  merchant  vessels  on 
the  hig;h  seas,  among  the  things  not  to  be  forcibly  entered  in  search  of  deserters." 

Olixer  WolcoU,  Esq.  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  the  President. 

April  U,  1800. 

"The   projet  of  a  treaty  proposed  by  the  minister   of  his  Britannic   majesty, 
for  the  reciprocal  delivery  of  deserters^  from  the  land  and  naval  service,  [1^11065 
aot  snfficieuti 
lore  deemed 


aot  sufficiently  provide  against  the  impressment  of  American  seamen,  and  is  Ihere- 
;emed  inadmissible." 


As  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Listen's  first  article,  Mr.  Pickering 
proposed  the  followiDg : 

•'  It  is,  however  nnderstood  that  nothing  in  these  stipulations  ?hr.ll  be  construed 
<o  empower  the  civil,  military  or  naval  officers  of  either  of  the  couuecting  parties, 
forcibly  to  enter  into  the  territory,  fort?,  posts^  or  vessels  of  ii.£.  otjier  paf.tt 
— or  to  Use  violence  to  the  persons  of  the  commanders  or  the  officers  of  the  forts, 
posts,  or  versels  of  the  other  party,  with  a  view  to  compel  the  delivery  of  such 
persons  as  shall  desert  as  aforesaid  " 

This  article  was  inteDded  fully  to  secure,  from  impressment, 
even  in  our  private  as  well  as  public  vessels,  not  merely  our 
oViW  citizens,  but  also  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  ;  in  a  word, 
to  put  an  end  entirely  to  the  practice  of  impressment  on  board 
our  vessels. 

Mr.  Wolcott,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  proposed  a  sulifstitute 
for  the  article  objected  to,  still  more  clearly  and  explicitly  an- 
nihilating the  pretensions  of  England  to  impress  seamen  of  any 
descrip'iion  on  board  our  vessels. 

"  It  is.  however  understood,  that  nothing  in  the  foregoing  stipulations  shall  be 
fODstrued  to  empower  the  civil  or  any  other  officers,  of  either  party,  forcibly  io 
enter  the  forts,  posts,  or  any  other  place  within  or  imder  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
other  party ;  nor  to  empower  the  naval  commanders  or  other  ofScers  of  either  par- 
ty forcibly  to  enter  any  public  or  trivate  vessels  of  the  other  party,  oo 
The  high  seas,  with  a  view  to  compel  the  delivery  of  any  person  whatever  :  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  expressly  declared  to  be  the  understanding  of  the  contracting  par- 
ues,  ihat  the  mutual  restitutions  of  persons  claimed  as  deserters,  shall  only  be 
2?5ade  by  the  free  and  voluntary  consent  of  the  military  officers  employed  in  the 
land  service,  or  the  commanders  of  tlie  public  or  private  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
two  parties,  or  in  pursuance  of  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  judges  or  other  compe- 
tent civil  officers  of  the  two  nations,  in  all  casea  arisiog  within  their  respective  ju- 
risdictions." 

O.  WOLCOTT. 

James  7*PHenry,  Secretary  at  War,  to  the  President. 

**  The  secretary  thinks  the  projet  of  Mr.  Liston  may  be  substantially  accepteil, 
except  the  7th  article,  which  seems  to  provide  that  the  United  States  shall  not 
demand  th«  delivery  of  any  sailors,  although  their  citizens,  if  they  have  been 
employed  in  Britisli  vessels,  and  who  have,  in  time  of  war  or  threatened  hostili- 
ties, voluntarily  entered  into  the  British  service,  or  have  been  compelled  to  enter 
therein,  according  to  the  lavr  aod  practice  prevailing  in  Great  Britain.  This  3.r 
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tide  19  very  irtJiccurately  expressed  ;  for  it  says,  "  employed  or  entered  into  lae 
"fti  vice  of  their  own  sovereign  or  nation,  or  have  been  compelled  to  enter  therein," 
A*c.  If  this  article  means,  whnt  it  is  apprehended  it  does,  it  is  wholly  inadmi.'isi- 
i»le.  It  establishes  a  principle  reprobvitcd  by  this  country.  The  counter  pro- 
.^ct  of  the  secretary  of  state,  in  substance  meets  the  secretary's  approb.ition  ;  but 
it  is  submitted,  whether  the  adoption  of  part  of  the  draft  by  the  secretary  of  tbn 
treasury,  will  not  improve  it. 

All  Avhich  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAiMES  M'HENRY. 
War  department^  Jpril  18,  1800. 

"  The  attorney  general  having  read  and  considered  the  letter  of  tin 
secretary  of  state,  and  the  projet  of  an  article  drawn  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  on  the  subject  of  deserters,  which  are  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  British 
minister  here,  expresses  his  entire  approbation  of  the  samo." 


Jj^rilSO,  1800. 


CHARLES  LEE 
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Horrors  of  Imp-essiTurit,  as  suhmitted  to  Congress  hi/  Timothi/ 
PickcriJig,  Secretary  of  Stale. 

To  afford  a  specimen  of  the  treatment  of  some  of  the  impress- 
ed American  seamen,  whose  cases  it  has  become  fashionable  to 
treat  with  indifference,  I  submit  extracts  from  authentic  docu- 
ments on  the  subject.  It  will  incontrovertibly  appear,  that  the 
horrors  of  this  odious  and  execrable  business  of  impressment 
have  been  quintupled  by  the  odious  and  execrable  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  conducted. 

Extract  from  the  deposilion  of  EHphaht  Ladd,  second  tnate  on  board, the 
Thomas  and  Sarah,  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  native  of  Exeter,  New-Hamp- 
shire,  annexed  to  a  report  to  congress  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.  secre- 
tary of  state. 

Kingston,  June  19, 1799, 

•^  Eli phalet  Ladd  maketh  oath,  that  on  Wednesday,  the  12th  inst.  he  cam;* 
en  fUore  with  two  seamen  belonging  to  said  ship,  named  John  Edes  and 
Israel  Randcl,  in  order  to  land  a  boat  load  of  staves:  that  a  press-gang;  canii' 
up  and  laid  hold  of  John  Edes — that  one  of  the  press-gang  named  Moody. 
WITH  A  BROAD  SWORD  CUT  THIS  DEPONExNT  ON  THt. 
FOREHEAD,  AND  MADE  A  WOUND  OF  THREE  INCHES  !  !  !  They 
then  took  deponent,  together  with  Edes,  and  conducted  them  in  different  boats 
on  board  theBrunswick  man  of  war ;  that  the  boat  on  board  of  which  Edes  was, 
made  the  ship  some  little  time  before  the  deponent  was  in:  and  on  the  deponent's 
rearing  the  ship,  he  heard  the  cries  of  a  man  flogging !  ! !  and  on  going  up  the 
side  of  the  Brunswick,  he  perceived  Edes,  wbo  was  crying;  and  addressing  him- 
self to  the  first  lieutenant,  a  Mr  Harris,  saying,  here  is  a  man  who  can  attest  i& 
■what  I  hare  told  you.  The  lieutenant  then  laying  hold  of  deponent  by  the  arm, 
said,  GO  ALONG  ON  THE  QUARTER  DECK,  YOU  DAMNED  RAS- 
CAL YOU!!!  which  iepooent  accordingly  did;  that  all  the  impressed  men 
>rere  thea  exaiaiaed,  and  after^'^^rds  nrrdered  by  the  liei2tcntir>t  into  the  waist  j 
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that  when  they  gnt  tberp.  Edes  pulled  ofT  ]us  shirt,  and  SFIO^VED  DEPO- 
KE,\THIS  BACK,  WHICiUVAS  BRUISED  FROM  HIS  SHOULDERS 
TO  filS  HIPS  !  !  !  He  then  informed  ht  had  just  beeuivhipped  rviih  ropt's  ends  .'! 
ns  deponent  was  going  up  the  ship's  sides,  by  the  boatswain  and  his  mates,  by 
orders  of  the  lieutenant ;  that  deponent  remained  on  board  the  Brunswick  ali 
that  day  and  the  next  night,  during  nkich  no  surgical  or  mediail  assistance  jd,-;,? 
given  to  the  rviuiid  he  had  received  en  his  head,  nor  to  the  bruises  of  the  said  Edcs^ 
wiio,  during  the  night  called  out  several  times  from  extrems  pains,  and  the  nezt 


prevt....v.  ...    w.^  w^v,,.^....^ -.  .,.v.v..,v.  .>,..  .v..,...,^.    ...  ..^v^  .....^  ■... ^v 

iibout  eleven  o'clcck  the  captain  of  t!ie  Brun-^wick  came  on  board,   and  at  three 
fj'clock  deDoaent  was  discharged,  but  Edes  retained. 

ELIPHALET  LADD." 
Sworn  before 

William  Gavr.ge,  Jui^tice  of  tlie  peace,  &c. 

Further  eoclracl  from  the  preceding  report 'f  Tjinoihy  Pickering,  E:q    secrzlar^^ 

K  of  state,  to  Congress. 

jch.ard  Carter,  of  the  Pomona,  of  PorLsinouth,  iinpres-ed  at  the  same  time 
I  Ladd  and  Edes,  among  other  item*  of  iiis  deposition.  Fwore — *'  he  w^s  vic- 
iy  forced  into  a  boat,  and  vSTPtrCK  TWICE  WITH  A  DRAWN  CUT- 
.  i  aSS  by  one  of  the  ofScprs  of  the  press  gang  ;  and  two  men  with  pistols  placed 
over  this  deponent,  who  loaded  their  pistols  in  the  presence  of  this  deponent,  and 
mf^ihreaiened  to  blorv  out  his  trains  if  he  attempted  to  move  or  speak  :  and  tlien  they 
carried  this  deponent,  and  John  Edes,  one  of  the  seamen  of  the  ship  Thomas  and 
Sarah,  an  American  citizen,  whom  they  had  also  seized,  on  board  the  said  sliip 
of  war,  the  Brunswick  ;  and  tiiis  deponent  saith,  on  getting  on  board  the  Brunr- 
wick,  this  deponent  and  the  said  John  Edes  were  onfercd  to  go  on  the  quarter 
deck,  where  Mr.  Harris,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  said  ship,  abused  this  depo- 
nent and  said  John  Edes  ;  and  gave  them  in  charge  to  the  master  of  said  ship, 
while  he  went  to  look  for  the  boatswain's  mate  ;  and  soon  after  returned  with 
the  boatswain's  mate,  whom  hs  ordered  to  take  this  deponent  and  the  said  John 
Edes,  and  to  beat  them  ;  ia  obedience  to  which  orders,  the  said  John  Edzs  and 
this  deponent  nere  severely  beaten,  particularly  this  deponent,  the  said  hoc;isivain''s 
mate  dmibled  a  rope  of  about  three  inches  and  a  half  thick,  and  BEATING  THIvS 
DEPONENT  WITH  GREAT  VIOI.ENCE  OVER  THE  HEAD,  FACE, 
NECK,  SHOULDERS,  BACK  AND  STOMACH,  UNTIL  HE  HAD 
TIRED  HIMSELF  !  !  !  and  then  he  gave  the  same  rope  to  one  of  the  mariners  of 
the  said  ship  Briinsnick  ;  and  he  also  severely  beat  this  deponent  in  the  same  man- 
ner !  !  and  this  deponent  saith,  he  received  upwards  ff  a  hundred  blorvs  !  !  and 
was  thereby  gren'ly  bruised,,  and  his  face  cut,  and  his  stomach,  as  well  internally 
as  extcrrwlly  injured,  so  i'mt  this  deponent  brought  up  a  qucniUy^  of  blood  for  sev- 
^rul  d.tys.    .  Sworn  before  m?, 

WILLIAM  SAVAGE, 

To  avoid  prolixity,  I  have  omitted  the  residue  of  this  depo 
sitioii.     The  deponent  was  liberated  by  habeas  corpus. 

Annexed  lo  this  deposition  is  that  of  the  physician,  who  at- 
tended Richard  Carter,  ^vho  declared,  that 

"  Fromtke  situation  in  which  he  found  the  said  Carter,  he  verily  believed  he 
had  been  very  severely  beaten  some  days  pryviou?,  his  biood  being  very  much 
extravasated  :  and  from  the  appearance  of  the  bruises,  it  must  have  been  dne 
with  a  thick  rope." 

I  know  not  in  ^hat  terms  to  pour  out  my  abhorrence  and  in- 
dignation at  the  abominable  scenes  depicted  in  the  preceding 

T 
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<]epositions  and  narratives.  Language  fails  in  the  sltcmpt.- 
Shame,  disgrace,  dishonor,  and  infamy,  w'rW  alter.*',  the  councils 
and  counsellors  of  America,  for  the  base  submission  to  such 
monstrous  cruelty.  The  outrage  ought  to  have  been  met  at  the 
threshold.— Atonement  to  the  sufferers  ought  to  have  been 
made  at  the  public  expense,  that  is,  as  far  as  such  horrible  inju- 
ries can  be  atoned  for— and  a  demand  for  the  re-payment  of  the 
money  thus  employed.  If  not  complied  with,  full  and  com 
pl-te  retaliation  ought  to  iiave  taken  place. 
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impressment  during  the  Gdminhtrcdicji  of  Mr.  Jefferson.     Letter 

frem  Rvfvs  Kin^.     Arrangement  with  Lord  St.  Vincent  re- 

Ejected  hi/ Mr.  K?;V-     Memorials  from  Sakm,  New-York,  Phi- 

ladclpliia,  Balliinore,  and  New-Haven.     Murder   of  Captain 

Fearcc.     Proceedings  of  Federal  Republicans  of  New-York. 

From  Rvfvs  King,  Esq.  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Nen^York,  July,  1803. 
•>'  Sir — As  soon  as  the  war  appeared  to  me  unnvoiJablc-,  I  thouglit  it  advisable 
to  rer.ew  the  nttempt  to  foi  in  p.n  amngciuent  with  the  British  government  for  the 
protection  of  our  seamen.  With  this  view,  1  had  several  conference?,  both  with 
lord  Haw Icesbury  and  jMr.  Addington,  who  avowed  a  sincere  disposition  to  do 
whatever  might  be  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  di>-sati5faction  on  this  subject, 
that  had  so  frequently  manifested  iiself  during  the  late  war:  n-ithxiry  candiJ 
prof  erosions,  I,  htjntver,  found  several  okjeditjis,  in  discussing  the  project  with  the 
ilrst  lord  of  tlie  admiralty.  Lord  Hawkesbury  having  promised  to  sign  any  a- 
grcf-ment  upon  t!ie  subject  that  1  should  conclude  with  lord  St.  Vincent.  I  endear. 
.  orcd  to  qualify  and  remove  the  ohjeclions  he  oflered  to  our  project  :  and 
finally,  the  day  before  1  left  I^ndou,  lord  St.  Vincent  consented  to  the  following 
jegulations —  •  .         . 

"  1.  No  seaman  or  seafaring  person  shall,  vpon  ike  high  seas,  and  tvithoiit  the 
■ui-isdicllon  of  either  party,  be  demanded  or  taken  out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  be- 
ionj};injf  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  cf  the  parties,  by  the  public  or  pHvatr 
armed  ships  or  men<frvar,  belonging  to  or  in  the  service  of  the  other  party  ;  and 
strict  orders  shall  be  given  for  the  due  observance  of  thh  engagement. 

"  2  Each  party  will  prohibit  its  citizens  or  subjects  from  clandestinely  con- 
ccaliag  or  carrj'ing  away  from  the  territories  or  colonial  possessions  of  the  other, 
any  seamen  belonging  to  the  other  party. 

"  3.  These  regulations  shall  be  in  force  for  five  years,  and  no  longer. 
"  On  parting  with  his  lordship,  I  engaged  to  draw  up,  in  the  form  of  a  conveH- 
tion,  and  send  him  these  articles,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  who  premised  to 
forward  them,  with  his  approbation,  to  lord  Kawkesbury.  I  accordingly  prepar- 
ed and  sent  the  draft  to  his  lordship,  who  sent  me  a  letter  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  stating  that  on  further  reflection  he  was  of  opinion,  that  thenarrorv  seas 
should  be  expressly  excepted,  they  having  been,  as  bis  lordship  remarked,  immc- 
morially  considered  to  be  within  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  with  this 
correction  he  had  sent  the  proposed  convention  to  lord  Hawkesbury,  who,  his 
lordship  presumed,  would  not  sign  it  before  he  should  have  consulted  the  judge 
of  the  higii  court  of  admhalty.  Sir  William  Scott. 
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"  As  1  had  ?'jpposed.  from  the  tenor  of  my  cooferences  with  lord  St.  Viacenl, 
that  the  doctrine  of  the  may-  davsuri  would  not  be  revi-^d  against  us  on  this 
.  occasioa,  bat  that  England  would  be  content  with  the  limited  jurisdiction  or  do- 
jninion  over  the  seas,  adjacent  to  her  territories,  which  is  r-b?i5:;ed  by  the  law  of 
nations  to  other  states,  I  was  not  a  little  disappointed  on  receiving  this  communi- 
eation  ;  and  after  weighing  well  the  nature  of  the  princiile,  and  the  disadvantages 
of  its  admission,  /  c(j^icluded  io  abandon  the  negoiiaiion  rat/ier  thxin  to  acquiesce  in 
the  doctrine  it  proposed  io  establish. 

"'  I  regret,  not  to  have  been  able  to  put  this  business  on  a  satisfactory  footing,^ 
!:nowing,  as  I  do,  its  very  great  importance  to  both  partial.  But  I  flatter  myself 
that  I  have  not  mijjudi^ed  the  interests  of  car  cog.rjtry,  in  refunug  to  junction 
a  principle  thai  mi^ht  be  productive  of  irore  extensive  evils  than  ifiose  it  mas  our 
aitn  io  prevent V 

This  is  a  most  importaut  document,  and  must  never  for  an 
instant  be  overlooked  in  forming  a  decision  on  the  question  of 
impressment.  Mr.  King  was  united  with,  and  a  leader  among 
those  men  who  were  lately  hunting  dovvn  Mr.  Madison,  and 
preparingj  the  way  for  anarchy  and  civii  war  :  and  the  chief  pre- 
tence was  the  stand  Mr.  Madison  made  against  impressment. 
Nevertheless,  we  find  that  he  took  the  same  j2;roand  himself — 
and  that  it  is  indisputably  true,  that  more  than  one  half  of  tlie 
miseries  of  our  poor,  oppressed,  and  enslaved  seamen  are  charge- 
able to  his  account.  And  whatever  may  be  the  maledictions 
^vhich  his  friends  are  showering  down  upon  Mr.  Maidison,  a 
doulile  portion  of  them  has  been  richly  eirned  by  Mr.  King. — 
For  it  appears,  that  had  he  been  so  disposed,  he  might  have 
rescued  our  sailors  from  the  horrors  of  slavery,  every  where  but 
on  \\\e.  narrow  seas,  which  would  have  greatly  abridged  their- 
sufferinps,  as  well  as  our  conaplainls  against  Great  Britain. — 
And  yei  lately  with  a  most  Avonderful  and  hideous  degree  of  in- 
consistency, he  was,  as  I  have  stated,  persecuting  and  trying  to 
crush  Mr.  Madlsnn  for  the  attempt  to  protect  our  seamen,  iu 
whose  favor  he  formerly  displayed  such  a  high  degree  of  son- 
citude  ! 


To  evince  how  universal  has  been  the  indignation  of  oui' 
mercantile  citizens  against  the  oppression  of,  and  the  cruelties 
perpetrated  upon,  oar  seamen,  I  annex  inipressivejextracts  from 
doeuments  on  the  subject. 

Extract  from  a    Memorial  io  Congresis  of  the  irJiahHanls  of  Sulem,  January 

20,  I8CK". 
*'  Your  memorialist?  are  sorry,  that  other  instances  of  hostile  conduct  have 
been  manifested  by  Great  Britain,  less  direct  in  their  nature,  but  not  less  deroga- 
tory from  our  govereijotv  than  those  enumerated.  THE  IMPRESSMRiVT 
OF  OUR,  SE\MEN  niiniih^fanding  clear  pra-fs  of  citizenship,  the  violation 
of  O'ir  jurisdiction  by  captures  at  the  mouths  oi'  our  harbors,  and  insulting  treat- 
nicnl  of  our  ships  on  the  ocean,  are  fui>j  jcts  wottiiy  of  the  serious  coDiiitleraliou 
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ttf  our  national  councils ;  and  will,  we  have  no  doubt,  receive  an  early,  promj.1, 
»?id  decis^ive  aUentioii." 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants,  by  their  authority, 

John  H:it!iorne,  Benjamin  Crowninshield,  janr. 

Joseph  Spraj;ije,  Joseph   White,  junr. 

Jonathan  MiiBon,  Joseph  Story. 

Exiraclfrmn  a  Meriwnctl  of  a  general  metting  of  merchants  of  Nerc-York,  Dec. 

26,  UOj 

*'  But  it  is  not  on  account  of  our  pecuniary  los>ess  alone  that  we  complain. — 
Tke  consUmcy  and  valor  of  thz  stamen  of  thr  Ur.ilcd  States  are  .justly  themes  of 
paliTotic  exultation-  From  their  coauexion  with  U3,  ivt  consider  their  rc.w^e  as 
cur  C'jusc  ;  their  rights  as  our  rights  ;  their  interests  as  our  interests.  Our  fcci- 
irigs  arc  indignant  at  the  recital  of  Ihr-lr  wrongi.'''' 

This  beautiful  and  sublime  piece  of  composition,  \vhich  does 
rqud\  honor  to  the  head  and  heart  of  tlie  \vriler,  is  signed  by  a 
committee  of  forty-nine  persons,  whose  names  may  be  seen, 
page  90  of  this  work.  Wany  of  these  genllemen  have  betray- 
<;1  tlieir  honor.  They  luivc  not  redeemed  the  solemn  p!edi/:e 
that  acconij)aijied  [Ins,  97icrctau.  They  have  most  indubitably 
t'one  all  in  theii-  power  to  fasten  the  horrors  of  impressment, 
with  adamantine  chains,  on  those  ilhistrious  men,  "  whose 
v.ause-^-whcse  rights — whoee  interests— tliey  considered  r.s  their 
own  cause — their  own  rights — their  own  interests."  For  no 
man  beyond  the  rank  of  an  ideot,  can  doubt  that  every  step  ta- 
ken to  cripjjie  the  goverment — which  game  they  lately  played 
i;n  a  large  scale — was  a  step  towards  layin j  the  nation,  tied 
ueck  and  heels,  at  the  feet  of  England,  to  prescrilie  Avhat  terms 
she  pleased,  and  of  course  to  perpetuate  the  miseries  of  impress- 
ment. 

ExtraAfrom  the  McRiorial  'ftlie  mnchnnh  of  PhilndeljAia  to  Cor^grcss,  Decem- 
ber, I^Cj. 

''That  our  sf  amen  should  be  erpjsed  to  the  MEANEST  C^SULTS,  AND 
MOST  WANTON  CRLELrJES,  and  thr- fruUs  of  our  industry  and  enter- 
prize,  fall  a  prey  to  the  profligate,  cannot  bat  excite  both  feeling  and  indignation, 
und  call  lorully  for  the  aid  and  protection  of  governtneut." 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  who  signed  this  petition,  strind  in 
precisely  the  same  situation  as  some  of  tlie  signers  of  New- 
York.  The  observations  made  on  these — of  course  apply  to 
those. 

J^xtract  from  the  Memorial  of  the  rnerchan's  of  Baltimore,  dated  January  21, 

1806. 

"  Your  meraorialifts  will  nol  trespass  upon  your  time  with  a  recital  of  the  va- 
rious acts  by  which  our  coast^  and  eveo  oar  ports  and  harbors  have  bf-en  con- 
veited  into  scenes  of  violence  and  depredation — and  our  gallant  countrymen  op- 
pressed and  ■persecuted.'''' 

Extractfrom  a  Memorial  to  Congrens  qfthe  merchants  of  Nervhaven,  agreed  to  Feb' 

ruaryl,   180S. 

♦Mn  regard  to  THE  IMPRESS^.TENT  OF  AMERICAM  SE4MEN,  your 
memorialists  feel  incomiTion  iiilh  tf^eirftlloro  citizens,  a  lively  indignation  at  the 
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abust-^  of  pmer  ofiene^rercis-'d  by  British  officers  uym  Ancric'ri  dthiv.^.  We 
have  full  coiiSdence  t!iat  the  ^^overnmenl  nf  ikit  United  Stvtes  Tviii  adopt  and  pur- 
sue such  mcasuresfor  restraining  thtst  tnjurioics  pr<Keedin^5  as  the  honor  and  m« 
tense  of  the  United  States  may  require.'''' 

After  the  murder  of  Captain  Pearce,  entering  the  port  of 
New-York,  by  Captaio  Whitby,  of  the  Leander,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  there  were  meetings  held  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  to  express  their  abhorrence  of  the 
outrage.  On  the  26th  of  April,  1806,  at  the  Tontine  Coffee 
House  in  NeAv-York,  there  was  a  numerous  and  very  respecta- 
ble meeting  of  federalists,  who  appointed  Pamis  King.,  Ebene- 
zer  Stevens,  Oliver  Wolcott,  William  W.  Woolsey,  and  Will 
iam  Henderson,  to  draw  up  and  report  a  set  of  resolutions  for 
the  occasion.  In  their  report,  which  was  unanimously  agreed 
to,  was  the  following  philiippic  against  the  administration  for 
permitting  IMPRESSMENT,  among  other  grievances. 

*'  Resolvrd,  Tliat  the  suffering  foreign  arined  ships  to  station  themselves  oS' 
our  harbour,  and  there  to  "top,  search,  and  capture  our  vessels — to  IMPRESS, 
WOUND.  \ND  MURDER  OUR  CITIZENS,  is  a  gro>s  and  criuninal  ne^;- 
lect  of  the  highest  duties  of  govcriimrnt;  and  that  an  administration  which  pa- 
tiently permits  the  same,  is  not  entitled  to  the  cavjldence  of  a  brave  and  free 
jieopU.''^ 

"  Resolved,  Thattlie  murder  of  John  Pearce  oue  of  our  fellow  citizens, by  z 
F;hotfroni  a  Biitish  ship  of  vrir,  at  the  entrance  of  our  harbour,  and  within  isalf 
r.  mile  of  tiie  «;iiore,  while  he  was  engaged  in  peaceably  navigating  a  coasting  ves- 
£e\.  laden  with  provisions  for  our  market,  was  an  act  thaf  excite?  our  detestation 
TiT.d  abliorrence  ;  and  calls  upon  our  government  for  the  ndoplim  of  prompt  and 
i  igorous  'tnensvrcs  to  prevent  a  repetition  ofsv.ch  rvanton  and  i^ihwnan  conduct,  and 
bojl'igrant  a  tiolution  of  our  sovereignty.''^ 

Some  of  my  readers  ma^''  not  know — hnt  it  is  perfectly  prop- 
er that  all  should  know,  that  Captain  Whitby  was  brought  to 
trial  ia  Engktml,  and  honourahly  acquitted.  For  the  murder  of 
Pearce,  no  atonement  has  been  mide.  It  still  cries  shame  and 
♦IiBgrace  os  his  countrymen. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

Documents  on  Impressment  continued. 

Deposition  of  Isaac  Clark. 

"  I,  Isaac  Clark,  of  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  coraraonweaUh  of  Mas- 
aachuaetts,  on  solemn  oath  declare,  that  I  was  born  in  the  towu  of  Randolph,  ia 
the  county  of  iVorfolk  ;  have  sailed  out  of  Salem  aforesa'id,  about  seven  years  ; 
that  on  the  Uth  of  June,  1809,  I  was  impressed  and  forcibly  taken  from  the  ship 
Jane,  of  Norfolk,  by  the  sailing  master  (his  name  was  Car)  of  his  majesty's  ship 
Porcupine.  Robert  Elliott,  commander.  I  )iad  a  protection  from  the  custom- 
house in  Salem,  which  I  showed  to  captain  Elliott  :  he  stvore  that  I  was  an  Eng- 
lijhm<^.n  ;  tore  my  protection  to  pieces  bifore  my  eyes,  and  threw  it  overboard,  and 
orderedone  togo  to  work.     1  told  him  I  did  not  belong  to  his  flag,  and  1  would 

T2 
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d;)  no  work  m.der  it.  lie  then  ordered  v\y  ks;s  to  he  pid  in  ircn-,,  end  TilF 
NEXT  MORNING  ORDERED  TKC  MaSPCR  AT  ARMS  TO  TAKE 
ME  ON  DECK,  AND  GIVK  ME  TWO  DOZEN  LASHE.S  ;  after  it ceiv- 
Jng  them,  he  ordered  him  to  keep  ine  iri  irons,  and  give  me  one  hiscuil  and  one 
vmtof  water  for  21  hours.  After  keepina;  me  io  this  situation  one  week,  I  was 
brought  on  deck,  and  a-^ked  by  captain  Elliott^  if  I  would  go  to  my  duty.  O^ 
niy  refusing,  he  ordai'ed  ina  to  strip,  tied  mt  up  a  second  iime^  end  g<nt  me  tn-^ 
aosen  more,  and  kept  me  on  tlie  same  allowance  anether  week — then  ordered  uie 
.  ou  deck  again,  asked  me  if  I  would  go  to  work.  I  still  persisted  that  1  «as  an 
American;  and  that  he  had  no  right  to  comuiand  my  services,  and  1  would  do 
no  work  on  board  his  ship.  He  told  me  he  would  punish  lue  UEtll  ]  was  willing 
to  work  ;  and  gave  me  the.  third  tivo  dozen  laskcs,  ordered  a  very  heavy  chdn  puf 
round  my  neck,  {such  as  they  had  used  to  sling  the  hner  yard)Jas'Kenrd  to  a  ring 
colt  in  the  deck,  and  that  no  perf^on,  except  the  master  at  arms,  should  speak  to 
rne,  or  give  me  any  thing  to  eat  or  drink,  but  one  biscuit  and  pint  of  water  for 
2-1  hour*,  until  I  would  go  to  w6rk.  I  was  kept  in  this  situation  for  nine  weeks, 
when  beiyig  exhausted  by  hunger  and  thirst,  I  was  obliged  to  yield.  After  being 
on  board  the  ship  more  than  two  years  and  a  half,  and  being  nounded  in  an  ra- 
tion nith  a  Frcnchfrigate,  I  Mas  sent  to  the  hospital.  \Vhen  partially  rpcoverpfl, 
I  was  sent  on  board  the  Impregnable,  RG  gun  ship.  My  rvcunds  growing  norst, 
I  was  returned  to  the  hospital,  when  the  Aniericau  consul  received  a  copy  of  my 
protection  from  Salem,  and  procured  my  discharge  on  the  29th  day  of  April  Ir.?:. 
There  were  seven  impressed  Americans  on  beard  the  Porcupine,  tbiee  of  whom 
ii'dd  entered."  .  ISAAC  CLARK. 

Essex,  ss.  Dec.  23,  1SI2. 
^  **  Tijcn  Isaac  Clark  personally  appeared,  and  made  solemn  oath  that  the  facts 
iu  the  foregoing  declaration,  by  him  made  and  subscribed,   were  true  in  all  their 
parts— before 

JOHN  PUNCH ARD,^  Justices  of  the   Peace. 
M.  TOWNSEND.       S        and  of  the  quorum. 

Prom  Com.  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

U.  S.  Frigate  President,  Boston,  Jan.  14, 181.3. 

*'  Sir — Herewith  you  will  receive  two  muster  books,  of  his  Britannic  majesty's 
^■essels,  M osselle  and  Sappho,  found  on  board  the  British  packet  Swallow. 

^^  jIs  the  British  have  always  denied  that  they  detained  on  hoard  Ouir  ships  of 
war,  American  citizens,  kn'ming  ihevii  to  he  such,  I  send  you  the  encloied,  as  a 
public  document  of  their  orv7i,  loprom  how  ill  such  an  assertion  accords  rvith  their 
pretctice. 

*'  It  will  appear  by  tbesc  two  muster  books  tUat  so  late  as  August  last,  about 
an  eighth  part  of  the  Mo?elle  and  Sappho's  crews  were  ^'mmcam;  consequeutlv, 
if  there  is  only  a  quarter  part  of  that  proportion  onboard  tlieir  other  veseel?, 
that  they  have  an  inHnitely  greater  n-umber  of  Americans  in  their  service  than 
■any  American  has  yet  had  an  idea  of. 

"  Any  further  comment  of  mine  on  this  subject,  J  consider  unnecessary  j  -r^ 
the  documents  speak  too  plain  for  themselves.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c, 

JNO.  EODGERS. 
**  The  hon.  Paul  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

Extract  of  a  lellerfrom  Commodore  Porter  to  M.  Cary,  dated 

Washington,  July  1.5,  IZlIr. 

'*'  After  closing  my  letter  of  this  morning,  I  received  yours  of  ye-iterday  ;  and 
«s  the  only  means  of  procuring;  the  iaformatioo  required,  have  consulted  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  who  informs  me  that  there  appeared  on  tiie  rjuster  hooks  of  the 
JVIoselle  and  Sappho,  the  names  of  frr>m  thirty  tiv?  to  forty  men,  w^Iio  were  re- 
ported to  the  admiralty  office,  as  impressed  American  seL^.men.  The  places  qf 
their  nativity  are  also  noted.  The  complement  of  men  for  each  of  these  vFssel«! 
■J5Pas.aboutJ60.  Witli  reipect,  c:^  DAVID  PORTE  Hi 
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**1,  Biekmm  Ver  Plank  KofFican,  of  the  town  cf  Pon^'ikeepiio,  do  certjf>-, 
that  I  aiij  a  lieutenant  in  the  L'iiited.t>t::tes  navy,  tliat  i  was  a  liffu'eiiant  on 
hoard  tiie  Constitution  in  the  c^ction  and  capture  of  the  Java  ;  and  vvas  scjit  cb 
hoard  lliat  vessel  ;  and,  after  tiie  crew  \f ere  removed,  set  her  en  trc,  and  b-t^ 
her  up, 

"  Among  the  crew  of  the  Java,  THIRTEEN  IMPRESSED  A.MEPJ.CAK 
SEAMEN  were  found,  three  ofwiiom  had  entered  the  British  service,  and  wcu 
left ;   the  other  tea  v,ere  ll^jorated  as  Americans." 

B    V.  HOFFMAi^:. 
Poushkeepsie,  April  16,  1813. 


wara  pissagt;,  lu  r«epifmuer  lOiiowiniT,  ne  was  impi 
peacoA-,  a  British  sloop  of  war,  and  compelled  to  do  hi';  duty;  that  while  or 
bo-xrd  thai,  vessel,  lie  made  nijny  nn?acce.?s.fal  "tteinpts  to  write  to  }-i.st  f!iendr-\  to 
inform  them  of  h:s  tituation.  He  further  s^itli,  that  af'.er  he  had  he;ird  of  the 
war,  himself  and  two  ot,her  impressed  American  seamen  v:Jio  were  on  board  tiie 
Peacock,  went  aft  to  the  captain  ;  c'aimed  to  be  considered  as  American  prisoa- 
er»  of  war  j  and  refused  to  do  dutj'any  longer. 

'*  We  were  ordered  ofFthf  nuartcr  deck,  and  the  captain  calird  for  the  master 
at  arm?,  and  ordered  us  to  be  put  in  irons.  Vve  were  then  kepf  in  irons  about 
Iwentv-four  hours,  when  we  were  taken  out,  brought  to  the  ganv' way.  STRIP- 
PED OF  OUR  CLOTHES,  TIED  AND  WHIPPED.  EACH  ONE  DOZ- 
E?T  AND  A  HALF  LASHES,   AND  PUT  TO  DUTV 

"  He  further  saith.  tliat  he  was  kept  on  hoard  the  Peacock,  and  did  duty  till 
the  action  with  the  Hornet.  After  the  Hornet  hoisted  American  trolours,  he  and 
tiie  other  impressed  Americans  again  wert  to  the  captain  of  the  Peacock,  asked 
to  be  sent  below  ;  said  it  was  an  American  siiip  ;  and  that  they  did  not  wi;h  to 
fight  against  their  country.  The  captain  ordered  us  to  oar  quarters  ;  called 
midshipman  Stone  to  do  his  duty  ;  and  if  we  did  not  do  our  diitv.  FO  liLOW 
OUR  BRAINS  GUT  ;  "  aye,  aye  i"  wa?  answered  by  Stone,  who  then  held  a 
pistol  at  my  breast,  and  ordered  us  to  our  places.  We  liicn  continned  at  our  pla- 
ces, and  were  coeipelled  to  fight  till  the  Peacock  struck  j  aod  we  were  liberated 
after  about  two  years  and  eight  months." 

Iu3 
RICHARD  X  THOMPSON. 
mark. 

Pou2hkeepsls,  April  17,    1313. 

Read  over  end  signed)  JOSEPH  HARRIS, 
iiipnsenuof      S  JOHN  S.  FRIAR. 

Exfrael  from  iite  log  book  of  en  ojicer  en   hoard  his  majesty's  ship   Giier- 
riere,  in  the  action  with  ike  Consiiiurion. 

"  The  Guerriere  was  a  frigate  of  1080  tons  burden,  taken  from  the  French  in 
1806  ;  and  had  302  men  and  boys  belonging  to  her.  There  nere  ten  Americar^ 
r-Mmen  on  bsard,  who  had  belonged  to  her  for  scwe  years. — But  as  '  i  declara- 
tion of  war  against  Great  Britain  was  not  known  when  she  sailed,  there  had  been 
no  opportunity  of  discharging  them  ;  aiid  captain  Dacres  conjidcring  it  as  unjust 
to  compel  a  native  of  the  United  State*  to  fight  against  his  countrymen,  granted 
them  permission  to  quit  their  quarters  and  go  below." 

Captain  Dacres,  in  his  address  to  the  court  martial  by  which 
he  was  tried,  states  this  fact  in  the  following  terms  : 

'  "  What  connderably  weaJzened  my  quarters,  rvas  permiilmg  the  Americans  be- 
io7iging  to  the  ship,  to  qtiit  t'ldr  quarters  on  the  enemy  hoisting  the  colours  of  that 
taatioT^  which,  though  it  deprived  me  of  the  men,  I  thought  it"  was  my  duty," 
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Boston,  Feb.  G,  581S. 

"  Dif d  at  Boston,  on  the  3d  instant,  on  ho^rd  the  frigate  PrcgiJoiit,  Godfrey 
Hye/,  seaman,  age<l  47.  'flic  dfcea.'^ed  wa  a  native  of  Riinde-hlai;d,  and  was 
one  of  the  numerous  instances  of  impressment,  which  have  been  the  cau-^e  of  com- 
plaint against  the  English.  He  was  taken  on  board  an  American  mercliant  fhip, 
iind  though  he  never  voUmtariiy  entered  t!:eir  service,  he  wa«  detanked  from  his 
country  and  his  hicnd?/ourtem years,  dtnino:  which  time  he  was  present  at  seven- 
teen engagements,  and  gained  tiie  rtpuliiiion  of  a  good  eeauian  and  a  brave 
man. 

"  He  at  length  frtmd  meanp  to  escape  ;  and  on  bis  return  to  the  United  States, 
he  iicmediatelv  shipped  on  board  the  President,  where  he  contiuued  Uiilil  big 
decease— !iis  conducr  receiving  the  marked  approbation  of  his  commander  and 
the  other  cfnctrs  of  the  frigate.  He  wae  ir.lerrtd  on  llinr.-day  last  at  Charles- 
town— his  funeral  was  attended  by  a  lieutenant,  eight  nildshii^men,  all  the  petty 
ofEcers,  and  f-fiy  seamen  of  the  sli'ip  :  end  t?>e  reremcnies  were  performed  by  the 
chaplain  ia  a  ir.anuer  highly  sohmn  ar;d  imprci^ive." 

From  the  Bcsion  Patriot. 

"My  brother.  John  Cand,  ofVVoolwich  in  the  District  of  Malne,was  presl  on  board 
his  niajesly'fifiigaleMiicedoniau,  on  the  lOth  o5  June,  18 10,  from  l!;e  <!;ip  Mount 
Hope,  of  \Ai-Tassct,  and  was  kille.t  on  board  the  Macedonian,  in  the  battle  with 
the  United  St  iti?.  Comn,o<Jcre  D  T.itur.  A  disconsolate  wife  and  child  are  in 
ujourniue  and  in  sorrow,  for  the  loih  of  a  husband  and  parent,  en  whom  ihey  were 
dependant  "  JOSEPH  CA.ND. 

The  following  narrative  of  an  impressed  American,  will 
show  not  onij'  the  disgraceful  manner  in  which  American 
sailors  have  been  forcibly  dragged  into  a  foreign  service,  but 
the  treatment  they  receive  in  consequence  of  refusing  to  fight 
against  their  country. 

"  I,  John  Niehol?,  a  native  of  Durham,  state  of  Massachusetts,  relate  and  sa}-, 
that  1  sailed  from  Portland  in  the  sliip  Franklin,  commanded  by^  JaniesJVIaiks 
as  chief  mate,  bound  to 
ry,  1800.  The  same  dj 
house  to  the  ship,  and  carri 
detained  one  night.  The  next^aorning  I  gave  the  lieutenant  my  protection,  and 
at  the  same  time  stated  to  them  1  was  chief  mate  of  the  ship  ;  also  captain  Mails 
and  Mr.  Porter,  supercargo  can.e  and  were  refused  admittance. 

♦'  I  then  asked  the  lieutenant  for  my  protection  :  he  answered,  "  /ni7Z  give  it 
to  .vow  nith  a  hell  to  it  ;"  and  immediately  tore  it  tip  bffcre  rtyface,  and  sei:t  me 
on  board  -.'le  guard  siiip  Princes*,  where  I  remained  one  week,  and  was  then  sent 
round  to  PK mouth  on  bosjd  the  Sah-ador  gKard  ship;  remained  there  or.e 
month,  after'which  I  was  drafted  on  board  the  Aboukir  74,  where  I  remained 
threp  years  and  fourteen  days. 

"  When  the  war  broke  out,  1  determined  to  give  juy-elfup  a  prisoner  of  war, 
let  the  consefjuence  be  what  it  would.  Const quently  on  the  23th  of  October,  I 
went  to  the  captain  and  eave  myself  up  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  and  refused  to  do 
any  more  duty  Then  he  told  me  I  was  an  Englishman,  and  if  I  wculdnot  do 
my  duty,  he  would  flo<:me  ;  and  ordered  me  in  irons,  and  kept  me  in  irons  21 
hours,  after  which  I  was  taken  to  the  gangway,  and  received  one  dozen  reith  tkt 
cat  071  my  bare  back. 

"  The  captain  then  asked  me  if  I  would  go  to  duty.  I  told  him  no  :  I  would 
sooner  die  first.  He  then  put  me  in  irons  again  for  24  hours,  and  once  more 
brought  me  to  the  gangway,  and  received  as  before  with  the  same  questions,  and 
answer  as  pieceded  ;  and  the  snme  rvas repeated  four  days  successively,  and  I  re- 
ceived four  dozen  on  rny  ruiked  bark  ' 

♦'  After  the  f.ourth  d^y  I  was  a  prisoner  at  large.     The  26th  day  of  December 
VI  as  sent  to  prison  without  my  clothes,  they  being  refused  me  by  the  captaa 
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Jiftrr  abusing  m»  in  the  most  icsulting  manner:  and  all  I  received  for  my  scrvl- 
Uide  was  fourteen  pounds.  During  impressment,  I  have  used  mv  best  en- 
deavours  to  escape."  JOHiX  NICHOLS. 

ITitness,  Jeduthan  Upton. 

From  the  Saleni  Regisiery  July,  1813. 

"  Captain  Upton  lias  furnished  us  with  a  iist  of  123  American  seamen,  wlio  had 
Ijeen  impressed  on  board  British  ships  of  w;ir,  and  delivered  up  as  prisoners  of 
war,  with  the  places  of  their  flativiiy,  the  ships  th*^y  were  dischrirged  from,  the 
t-ime  they  have  served,  and  tiie  number  of  Aniericans  left  on  board  llie  differeut 
^hip«  at  the  tir.iP  of  llieir  discharge.  Tiiese  were  onboard  one  prison  ship  the 
San  \ntonia.  Besides  the^e,  there  were  o::  board  the  Chatham  prison  ship,  -JiO 
men  rvho  have.  he.c7t  dflivcrfd  up  in  siin'lr.r  circnmofances  Many  of  these  poor 
fpllows  had  been  detained  more  than  15  years,  and  about  JO  of  the  128  ou  board 
the  San  Antonio  belong  to  this  state  " 

To  ihc  Editors  of  iJie  NaliovMi  Inlelligenccr. 

"  111  tlio  moi  fi  of  Fehru.\ry,  !707,  I  belonged  to  tne  -.hip  Fidelity,  captain 
vliarlcs  Weem^,  lying  in  tise  harbour  of  St.  Pierre's.  Martinique.  Aboul  one. 
'i'clGck  Sunday  morning.  I  was  awaked  by  a  noise  on  the  deck,  and  on  going  up, 
found  the  ship  in  posses-ion  of  a  press  gang.  In  a  few  minutes  all  hands  were 
forced  out,  and  ordered  into  their  boat,  and  in  a  heavy  siiower  of  rain  conveyed 
en  board  the  Ceres  frigate.  We  were  ordered  on  the  gun  deck  until  day  light, 
by  which  time  ab&utZO  Americans  ntre  collected. 

"  Soon  after  sunrii^e,  ths;  ship's  crew  were  ordeied  into  the  cabin  to  be  over- 
haukd.  Each  was  cjue^tion^d  as  to  his  nanu.  i:c.  when  I  ^^as  called  on  for  my 
pIac^  of  birth,  and  answered  iVewTcs/^,  Delanare.  The  captain  affected  not  to 
Lear  the  last ;  liut  said,  "  aye,  Newcastle  ;  he^s  a  collier  ;  the  very  man.  1  war- 
rant him  a  sailor  Send  him  down  to  the  doctor."  Upon  which  a  petty  oflScer, 
whom  I  recognised  as  one  of  tiie  press  gang,  made  answer,  "  nV,  /  knew  this  fd- 
loni.  He  is  a  schoolmate  (if  mine,  and  Inx  name  is  Kelly.  He  7vas  born  in  Bel- 
fast.  And,  Tom,  youknuiv  ncll  eriovgh,  so  donH  h/mra  yankee  any  nurre.''''  '•  I 
thougiit,"  says  the  c  iptain, ''  he  was  a  countryman  of  my  own  \  {Jjr='but  an  Irish- 
inan's  all  one — take  bim  away." 

'  The  next  wvis  a- Prussian,  who  had  shipped  in  Hamburgh,  as  a  carpenter  of 
the  Fidelity  in  September.  1706 — He  affected,  when  questioned,  not  to  under- 
ttiud  En;ilish,  hut  answered  in  Dutch.  Upon  which  the  captain  laughed,  and 
said.  *•  This  is  no  yankee-  Send  him  donn,  and.  let  the  quart er-mn iter  put  him  ?>» 
the  mess  rcith  the  other  Di'tchmni  ;  ihe.y  rAll  understand  him,  and  the  boutsrjaln 
mil  ham  him  to  tulk  English.''''     Ue  was  accordingly  kept. 

*•  1  was  afterwards  di.-charged  by  an  order  from  AdmiraJ  Harvey,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  iMr  CrRij;,  at  tii^it  time  American  agent  or  vice  consul  I  furtUt"!; 
obfccrved  that  rrj^fu!:  one  tLird  of  the  crew  were  impressed  Americans." 

JOHN  DAVIS,  of  Abel. 

Navy  Yard,  Oct.  12,  1813. 

Copy  of  a  lelfcr  from  Commodore  Decatur  to  ths  secretary  of  the  navy. 
U.  k).  ship  United  Stales,  New-Lendon,  March  18, 1314. 

"  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  enclosed,  a  d.^.=patch  received  by  me 
fiom  captain  Cape),  the  commanding  ofSctr  of  the  British  squadron  before  this 
port,  written  in  reply  to  an  application  of  mine,  for  the  release  of  an  American 
seaman,  detained  against  his  will  on  board  the  frigati'  Slatira. 

.  "  Riram  Thayer  born  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  in  tiie  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetis,  was  impres^sed  into  the  naval  service  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
month  of  August,  ISO  5.  and  detained  ever  since. 

"  About  six  year*  ago.  when  the  Statira  was  put  in  commitsion,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  her  ;  and  has  be^h  constantly  ou  board  her  to  this  day. 

"  1  am  informed,  and  in  fact  it  was  stated  by  captai.i  Stackpole  to  lieutenant 
IJainiitonj  who  was  charged  'ffith  the  flojj;  that  the  late  general  Lyman,  our  con- 
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sul  at  London,  maJe  application  to  tiie  lords  cocitnisiioners  for  llie  discbarge  oi 
Thayer  :  hut  they  were  not  satisfied  witii  the  evidence  of  his  nativity. 

**  John  Thayer,  the  father  of  Hiram,  assures  ine  that  the  certificate  of  the  se- 
lectmen, the  town  clerk,  and  the  iniiji.'ter  of  Grceuwic!i,  were  forwarded  some 
time  ago  to  Mr.  .Mitc!ie!l,  the  resident  agent  for  American  prisoners  of  war  at 
Halifax  ;   but  does  not  know  why  he  was  not  released  then. 

*'  Tlie  son  has  -.vritten  to  his  fsther,  and  informed  hiin  that  on  rpprcsenting  his 
cate  to  captain  Stackpolc,  he  told  him  rr-p>  •  if  tjjey  fell  in  with  an  American 
man  of  war,  and  he  did  not  do  his  dutv,  HE  SHOULD  BE  TIED  TO  THE 
MAFT,  AND  SHOT  AT  LIKE  A  DOG." 

■'  Oil  Monday  the  1  ^th  inst.  John  Thayer  rcqtiestcd  me  to  allow  hira  a  flag,  to 
go  off  to  the  enemy,  and  ask  for  the  release  of  his  son.  This  1  granted  at  once, 
and  addressed  a  note  to  captain  Capri,  statinj  that  (  felt  pcr.euaded  that  the  rp- 
plication  of  the  father,  furnished  as  he  was  with  conclusive  evidence  of  tiie  nativi- 
ty and  identity  of  the  son,  would  induce  an  immediate  order  for  his  discharge. 

"  The  reply  is  enclosed.  The  ?on  descried  his  father  at  a  distance  in  the 
boat,  and  told  the  lieutenant  of  the  Statira  th.it  it  was  his  father  ;  and  I  iinder- 
.^tand  the  feelings  manifested  by  the  old  man,  on  receiving;  the  hand  of  his  son, 
proved  beyond  all  oliier  evidtnce,  the  property  he  bad  in  him  There  was  nci 
a  doubt  left  on  tiie  mind  of  a  single  Britisli  officer,  of  Hiram  Thayer's  being  ai, 
American  citizen  And  vet  he  is  detained,  not  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  but  COAI- 
3'ELLED,  UNDER  THE  MO.ST  CRIEL  THREATS,  TO  bERVE  THE 
ENE.MIES  OF  HIS  COUNTRY. 

*•  I'haycr  has  fo  recommended  liimselfby  his  nobriety,  industry,  and  seaman- 
f  hip,  as  to  be  apj-oiuted  a  boalswaiirs  mate,  and  i.«  now  serving  in  that  capacity 
in  the  Statira  :  and  he  says  there  is  diif  to  hira  from  the  British  ^ovfmmeiit  a- 
Ijout  two  hundred  and  6fty  pounds  sterling  IJe  has  also  assured  iiis  father  tiiat 
he  has  alwaj-s  refused  to  rpceive  any  bounty  or  advance,  lest  he  might  afford 
8om<  pretext  for  denying  tiini  his  discharge  whenevpr  a  proper  application  should 
be  made  for  it.  I  am,  &ir,  with  the  highest  consideratioD,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant." 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Extract /rem  captain  CapePs  letter,  enclosed. 
On  board  his  B,  M.  ship  La  Hogue,  of  N.  London,  March  U,  1814. 

"  Sir — I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your  request  in  or- 
dering the  son  of  Mr.  John  Thajer  to  be  discharged  from  his  majesty's  ship  Sta- 
tira.    But  I  will  forvvard   your  appliciiioii    to  *he  commander  in  chief,   by  the 
earliest  opportunity,  and  1  have  no  doubt  lie  will  order  his  immediate  discharge.'^ 
*  I  am,  iic.  THOMAS  CAPEL,  Captain,  &c. 

Extract  of  a  hUttfrom  Commcuore  Decatur  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

New-London,  May  17,  1G14. 

*'  The  enclosed.  No.  2.  is  the  copy  of  a  note  I  addressed  to  captain  Capel  of 
his  B.  M.  ship  La  llogue,  on  the  subject  of  Barnard  O'Brien,  a  native  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  In  tiie  boat  that  bore  the  flag  of  truce  to  tfie  La  Hogue,  th? 
/ather  of  the  man  in  our^stiou  went 

*'  Captain  Cape'  would  not  permit  him  to  see  his  son.  He  directed  my  officer 
to  inform  me  that  he  would  answer  my  despatch  the  next  day,  since  wken  i  have 
cot  heard  from  him." 

Letter  to  Captain  Capel. 

"  Sir — At  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Barnard  0''Brien,  whose  son  i»  noTr  on  board 
his  Britannic  Majest^/'s  ship  La  Hogue  under  your  command,  1  have  granted  r. 
Bag  of  truce,  conducted  by  lieutenant  Hamilton,  with  permission  for  Mr.  O'Brien 
to  attend  it.  His  object  is  to  effect  the  liberation  of  bis  son.  a  native  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  He  bears  witli  him  a  copy  of  the  record  of  tlse  towa-of  Gro- 
ton  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  signed  by  the  to^n  cjerk  and  select  3en.  as  r.!?o^ 
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.s  certificHte  from  a  number  of  respectable  mcu  in  Groton,  proving  bis  nativity. 

Wiih  tlic-se  documents  J  cannot  doabt  that  he  vrili  effect  tlis  cnrpo«e  of  hi'!  vieit  " 
(Signed)  STEPHEN  DECATUR.* 

•'  Sir — V/ e  tl  c  undersigned  take  the  liberty  to  solicit  your  assistance  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  O'Eiien,  in  obtaining  his  son's  release  from  the  British  ship  La  Hogue  off 
I^ew-Ijondon. 

*'  We  are  well  acquainted  with  the  voting  n;?n,  and  know  him  to  be  an  Amer- 
ican born  citizen.  Kis  letter  to  his  father,  diited  on  bo;n-d  the  La  Ho2;ue,  lh& 
24ti)  of  jMarch,  is  sufficient  prooi  of  his  being  on  board  (wliich  lett.er  will  be  shewn 
you)  If  you  can  give  ary  a  sistance  in  obtaining  liis  release,  either  by  lettino- 
Mr.  O'Brien  go  loathe  ship  by  a  flag  of  truce,  or  in  any  otiicr  w:iy,  it  will  be 
considered  a  particular  favor  conferred  on,  sk,  yo;n'  most  obedient  servants." 
Gerard  Galley,  Geo,  A.  Sulleman, 

Iv'ath   Kimball,  Ro.  S.  Avery, 

Jos.  Tuttle,  Erostus  T.  Smith. 

P.  S  Tlie  young  man's  name  is  Barnard  O'Brien,  son  of  Barnard  O'Brien,  and 
h\i  "^'ife  Elizabeth  O'Brien.     Ke  was  born  in  the  town  of  Groton,  January  29tii, 

Exiractfrom  ike  records  of  the  town  of  Groton. 

A  true  copy,  certified  per  Amos  A.  Niks,  Town  Clerk. 

"  I  certify  that  Amos  A.  iViles  is  town  clerk  for  Groton,  atul  that  I  believe  the 
:>bove  certificate  to  be   a  true  and   correct  record  of  Barnaid  O'Brien's  birth. —  I 
do  also  certifv  that  i  have  known  the  said  Barnard  O'Brien  from  his  youth. 
Bated  Grolon,  April  7,  18U. 

KOVES  BARBER,  Seleclmmfer  Grotdn 


CHAPTER  XXXYIII. 

Subject  of  Impressment  concluded. 

I  HAVE  now,  as  nearly  in  chronologicaj  order  as  possible, 
brought  this  odious,  this  detestable  subject,  to  the  last  act  of  the 
drama. 

Some  of  the  actors  who  stood  on  high  ground  in  the  open- 
ing of  the  piece,  sink  far  below  par  in  this  act.  They  stand 
in  consjjicuous  stations,  and  possess  great  influence  on  our  des- 
tinies and  those  of  our  posterity.  I  regard  it  therefore  as  an 
imperious  duty  to  canvass  their  conduct  fully  and  completely, 
and  to  cite  them  to  the  bar  of  the  public,  which  I  thus  do  in 
the  most  solemn  manner. 

Two  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  refer,  are  Timothy  Pick- 
ering and  Rufus  King,  Esqrs.  whose  opinions  and  conduct  oa 
this  important  topic,  have  been,  at  different  periods,  in  as  di- 
rect hostility  to  each  other,  as  day  and  night — truth  and  false- 
hood. 

The  reader  has  seen  how  laudably,  how  zealously,  how  pat- 
riOticaily  both  these  gentlemen  on  the  subject  of  impressment, 
formerly  contend^ed  for  and  defended  the  rights  of  their  country 
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— na  well  as  opposed  anil  struggled  against  the  exorbitant  and 
inndtnifesiiile  cliiims  ol  Englaml. 

They  were  lately  united  with  the  Otiscs,  the  Blakes,  the 
Hansons,  and  the  Webslers,  who  ti()j»eared  determined  to  "  put 
down" — ^3'es,  reader,  "  ruT  down"  is  the  word — it  is  stron^:^, 
signiiiCJint,  and  unequivocal — 1  say,  "  to  put  dcivn  the  adminis- 
iratmC^  for  strenuously  insjstin:^  on  those  ii:5ht9, — for  attempt- 
ing to  shield  tUe  seaman  IVom  the  iron  grr.sp  of  his  enslaver. 

This  is  a  clear  case.  1  state  it  in  hrief.  Either  Messrs. 
Pickering  and  Kina;  were  extravagant  in  their  demands  former- 
ly, and  endangered  liie  peace  of  their  country  l:y  preft  rring 
exorbitant  and  unjust  claims  on  a  nation,  '-'' thchiibvivk  of  cur 
hvlif  religion,'' — "  stni (girling  for  ha^  salvation  ' — and  ^xr/if/w^  i 
the  baUhs  of  Christendom  ai^aijut  Antichrist  and  hishosC — op  ^ 
they  were  faithless  to  that  country  of  late,  and  were  using  their 
best  endeavors,  for  factions  purposes,  to  defeat  her  in  the  efibit 
to  procure  simjile  justice.  There  is  no  other  alternative.  Let 
them  choose  for  themselves.  Let  the  public  ratify  oir  reject 
the  choice.     I  merely  state  the  case. 

Never  was  tiiere  a  more  striking  or  revolting  instance  of  the 
deleterious  spirit  of  faction — and  of  its  power  to  deaden  all  the 
liner  and  more  honourable' feelinjrs  of  human  nature,  than  this 
question  exhibits.  V.  is  disgraceful  and  humiliating  to  the  hu- 
man species.  High-minded  Amcr'can  merchants — |)0Sfes5ed 
of  immense  fortunes — enjoying  in  profusion  all  the  luxuries  and 
delicacies  this  world  affords — and  owing  all  these  manifold 
blessings  to  the  labours,  the  skill,  and  the  industry  of  our  sail- 
ors— but  ungratefully  regardless  of  the  agents  by  whom  thej' 
procure  them,  and  blinded  by  party  spirit,  regard  with  ca>.n 
and  stone-hearted  apathy  the  miseries  of  impressment.  They 
are  not  merely  indifferent  to  the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate 
seamen,  "  purloined  hi/  men-steaJers^''  from  all  their  humble  bles- 
sings, and  dragging  out  a  miserable  existence  in  slavery  of  the 
roost  galling  kind,  with  a  rope's  end  ready  to  punish  them  for 
murmuring  out  their  sorrows.  No.  They  are  not,  1  repeat, 
merely  indifferent.  They  throw  themselves  into  the  scale  of 
their  enemies.  They  deride  the  idea  of  struggling  for  the  se- 
curity of  a  few  sailors,  whom,  in  the  face  of  heaven  and  eartb. 
they  falsely  call  vagabonds  from  England,  Ireland,  and  Scot- 
land, whom  our  government  is  wickedly  protecting  at  the  haz- 
ard of  the  ruin  of  their  country  !  Almighty  father  !  To  what 
an  ebb  is  man  capable  of  descending  !  Let  us  supjjose  for  a 
moment,  that  the  illustrious  Hull,  Jones,  Perry,  Porter,  Decatur, 
irDonough,  or  any  other  of  that  constellation  of  heroes,  who 
have  bound  their  country's  brows  with  a  wreath  of  jmperisha- 
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hie  glory,  had  been  pressed  by  a  Cockburn,  their  proud  spirits 
subjected  to  his  tender  mercies,  and  crushed  by  the  galling 
chain  and  the  rope's  end !  What  a  scene  for  a  painter — what 
a  suliyect  for  contemplation — what  a  never-dying  disgrace  to 
those  whose  councils  would  persuade  the  nation  to  submit  to 
such  degradation  ! 

There  is  one  strong  and  striking  point  of  view  in  which  the 
subject  of  impressment  may  be  considered,  and  which  really 
renders  the  tame  acquiescence  in  it,  which  is  now  contended 
for,  pregnant  with  awful  results.  rCT'  England  has  impressed 
from  our  ships,  Danes,  Swedes,  and  Italians,  as  rvell  a^s  native 
^ Americans,  WE  HAVE  SUBMITTED  TO  IT.  ^ST  And 
Mr.  Pickering,  Mr.  King,  Governor  Strong,  H.  G.  Olis,  &c. 
plead  in  favor  of  submission.  If  this  be  just,  what  right,  I  de- 
mand, have  we  to  prevent  all  belligerents  whatever,  and  at  all 
times,  from  copying  the  example  ?  OCT'  Suppose  France,  Spain, 
and  Italy,  at  war.  Are  not  the  cruisers  of  each  nation  justi- 
fied in  searching  our  vessels  for  the  subjects  of  the  powers  to 
which  they  respectively  belong,  and  as  fully  entitled  ^XJ^to 
enslave  ilie  Danes,  Portuguese,  Swedes,  and  Englishmen  on  board, 
n?'  as  (lie  British  cruisers  are  to  enslave  Frenchmen,  Spaniards, 
Danes,  and  Portuguese  ?  This  is  a  horrible  view  of  the  subject, 
and  curdles  the  blood  in  my  veins.  There  is  no  calculating 
the  extent  or  the  enormity  of  the  evil. 

I  must  resume  this  topic.  It  is  too  important  to  be  dismiss- 
ed in  a  single  paragraph.  It  deserves  volumes.  Would  to 
Heaven  an  abler  pen  were  engaged  in  the  discussion. 

That  British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  im- 
pressing, without  any  scruple,  and  that  they  regard  it  as  their 
right  to  impress,  Danes,  Portuguese,  Frenchmen,  Italians,  and 
all  other  foreigners  found  on  board  our  vessels,  is  true,  or  Tim- 
oihy  Pickering,  Rufus  King,  and  Judge  Marshall,  have  disgrac- 
ed aftid  dishonoured  themselves  by  asserting  most  awful  false- 
hoods. To  tlieir  evidence  on  the  suliject,  which  is  detailed  a- 
bm^e,  I  refer  the  reader. 

If  Great  Britain  has  a  right  to  impress  Frenchmen,  or  Span- 
iards, or  Dutchmen,  on  board  our  vessels,  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland,  have  an  equal  right  toimj)ress  Englishmen.  Nothing 
can  be  more  clear.     Let  us  proceed. 

The  British  captains  assert  that  they  find  it  difficult  or  im- 
possible to  discriminate  between  Englishmen  and  Americans. 
It  must  be  far  more  difficult  for  French  captains.  And  they 
will  be  still  more  excusable  for  any  mistakes — and  for  enslaving 
Americans  instead  of  Englishmen.  What  a  frightful  fate  has 
faction  nro-:avc  '  fn'  our  ill-starred  sea-faring  citizens  ! 
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I  have  stated  that  Messrs.  Piekering,  King,  Strong,  &c. 
"  contend  for  submission  to  impressment."  This  requires  ex- 
planation. They  do  not,  it  is  true,  in  words,  contend  for  im- 
pressment. But  this  was  the  inevitable  result  of  iheir  late 
course  of  proceedings ;  for  as  I  have  already  staled,  and  Leg 
to  repeat,  they  labored  most  indefatigably  t'^  df'slroy  Ihe  pre- 
sent administration,  principally  for  the  stand  made  to  put  an 
end  to  impressment;  and  the  consequence  of  (he  violent  oppo- 
sition made  to  the  government  on  the  subject,  has  bee^i  to 
oblige  it  to  postpone  the  discussion  of  that  important  question. 

A  committee  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  was  ap- 
pointed, at  a  late  session,  to  enquire  into  the  affair  of  imj»rcss- 
ment.  The  object  of  the  appointment  was  to  damn  the  chnr- 
acterof  the  administration,  by  diminishing  the  enormity  of  this 
high-handed  OiTence,  against  which  the  Levitical  law  pronouncr 
ed  sentence  of  death  : — 

*'  He  that  stcaldk  a  man — and  scllclh  him — or  if  he  be  fotnid 
in  his  hand,  he  shall  be  put  to  dcaih.-^ 

It  is  painful  to  state — but  it  is  my  duty  to  state  to  the  world 
— tliat  this  committee  by  no  means  did  justice  to  the  subject. — 
They  acted  with  most  palpable  partiality.  The}'  reported — 
ivonderful  to  tell — impossible  to  believe — that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  the  number  of  impressed  Americans  belonging 
to  the  great  commercial  state  of  Massachusetts,  on  board  lirit- 
ish  vessels  of  war,  w as  "  oidt/  elcveti ! !  .'■'* — Yes — reader  ; — it 
is  really  eleven — 1  have  read  it  six  times  over,  to  convince  my- 
self that  I  was  not  mistaken.  But  it  is  absolutely  true,  that  a 
committee  of  the  legislature  of  Massnchusetts  did  report  to  that 
body,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  CCT^  THERE 
WERE  BUT  "  ELEVEN"  IMPRESSED  MASSACHU- 
SETTS SAILORS  on  board  the  vessels  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty. 

Now,  reader,  let  me  request  you  to  co»suU  the  precefling 
documents  carefully — and  observe 

1.  Th;^«  there  were  (17^  teji  Americans  on  board  the  Guerricre, 
at  the  time  of  her  engagement  with  the  Constitution.  This  is 
established  by  the  log  book  of  one  of  her  oflficers.t 

2.  That  HT^  there  were  thirteen  Americans  on  hoard  the  Java^ 
when  she  was  captured  by  Bainbridge.|| 

3.  That  there  were  on  board  the  Moselle  and  Sappho,  as 

*  Road  to  Ruin,  No.  IV.  f  See  page  214.  J  See  lieotenant  Hoffman's  cerliB- 
cale,  {)age  215. 

I]  It  would  be  unfair  and  uncandid  not  to  state,  ?hat  Commodore  Bair>rldgr 
deposed  on  the  20th  of  February,  1813,  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reset)  tatives  of  tlie  state  of  Massachusetts,  that  there  waa  but  o.ne  impressed  A  - 
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appears  by  the  muster-books  of  those  vessels,  at  least  thirty-five 
impressed  Americans.^ 

4.  That  these  plain  facts  stand  on  such  ground  as  neither 
Timothy  Pickering,  Rufus  Kir.3,  Governor  Strong,  George 
Cabot,  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  Daniel  Webster,  or  A.  C.  Hanson 
will  dare  to  dispute.  I  hereby  publicly  challenge  them  to  a 
denial. 

5.  That  I  have  thus  clearly  and  indisputably  established, 
that  on  board  of  four  vessels  there  were  10,  and  13,  and  35  A- 
merican  slaves,  being   [I^p  an    average    op    fourteen    to 

EACH. 

6.  That  there  are  about  500  British  vessels  constantly  in 
commission. 

7.  That  an  average  of  fourteen  amounts  to  7000  on  board 
the  British  fleet. 

8.  That  this  statement  corresponds  pretty  exactly  with  the 
records  of  the  secretary  of  state's  office. 

And  then,  reader,  decide  what  judgment  must  be  passed  on 
the  committee  when  they  gravely  state  that  there  were  on 
bonrd  the  British  vessels  of  war  0/1/1/  eleven  natives  of  ilassa- 
chusetts ! ! !  It  makes  me  sick  to  reflect  on  such  obliquity  of 
mind,  and  such  monstrous  perversion  of  fact. 

It  is,  however,  true,  that  this  committee,  though  the  world 
is  grossly  deceived  by  the  form  of  expression  in  the  report, 
have  a  salvo  to  prevent  establishing  against  them  the  charge  of 
falsehood.  They  state  that  these  are  the  results  "  as  far  as 
their  enquiries  went.^^  But  this  saving  clause  escapes  the  mass 
of  readers.  They  fasten  on  the  strong  allegation,  that  "  the 
administration  went  to  war  for  impressed  seamen ;  and  that 
there  were  only  eleven  natives  of  Massachusetts  impressed,'''' — 
All  the  rest  escapes  noiice. 

"  As  far  a^  their  enquiries  wenV^  is  a  very  equivocal  express- 
ion. They  may  have  stopped  at  the  threshold — or  they  may 
have  gone  half  way — or  they  may  have  gone  through  the  busi- 
ness completely.  That  their  enquiries  did  not  go  very  far  is 
tiowever  pretty  certain. 

The  words  "  American  slaveSy''  will  startle  some  delicate  ears. 

merlcan  on  board  the  Java,  when  he  captured  her.  This  statement  he  qualified 
In  a  subsequent  communication,  and,  as  far  as  I  understand  tha  latter,  admits  that 
there,  were  2  more.  But  if  we  wholly  omit  the  Java,  in  consequence  of  the  stupend- 
ous! contradiction  between  the  certificate  of  lieutenant  Van  Hoffman  and  the  dep- 
osition of  Corarnodore  Bainbridge,  it  will  not  materially  affect  the  above  calcula^ 
tion._  There  will  remain  about  45  impressed  Auiericau  seamea  on  board  tUref 
British  men  of  war. 

*  ?ce  Commcklore  Porter's  letter,  page  214, 


224  THE  OLIVE  BRANCH. 

ThiB  strtng  expression  is  nevertheless  correct.*  When  an 
JiVlgerine  corsair  attacks  one  of  our  vessels,  and  seizes  it  ami 
Khe  crew,  [E?"  the  latter  are  justly  regarded  as  slaves,  VlT  Yft 
their  case  is  far  better  ihaTi  thai  tf  the  Atnericans  impressed  brf 
British  cruisers.  The  Algerine  slaves  work  for  task-master?. 
So  do  the  British  slaves.  The  Algerine  slaves  are  flogged  if 
ihey  refuse  "  to  do  their  duly."  So  are  the  British.  The  Al- 
i^erine  slaves  have  but  poor  fare.  So  have  the  British.  Thus 
Itir  they  are  on  a  parallel.  i>ut  here  the  parallel  ceases.  The 
Algerine  slave  is  never  forced  to  jeopardize  his  life  in  battle — 
5:7=  he  is  never  forced  to  point  a  gun  that  meiy  shiughter  hi- 
countrynien.  [t?^  But  this  the  British  plave  must  do,  or  '^rr. 
JIED  TO  THE  MAS^T  AND  SHOT  AT  LIKE  A  DOG  ! ! ! 'f 
Is  he  not  then  the  most  miserable  of  slaves  ? 

When  the  preceding  chapter  was  written,  I  had  not  seen  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
iMassachusetts,  to  which  I  have  rtftrred.  I  own  a  set  of  the 
Exuminer,  pnbliplied  hy  Barcnt  Ganlenier,  of  New-York,  con- 
faining  the  llorul  to  Ruin,  ascribed  to  Jno.  Lowell,  which  quotes 
tliis  report,  and  from  which  alone  I  know  of  its  contents,  or  even 
of  its  existence. — I  subjoin  Mr.  Lowell's  cpiotalions — 

"  J  find  IVoni  indisputable  documents  furnished  by  the  Rev. 
-Mr.  TaiTii^art,  meml  er  of  Congress  from  this  state,  that  the 
whole  number  of  American  seamen  said  to  be  detained  at  the 
!  ccinningof  the  war,  on  boai\l  British  vessel?,  did  not  exceed 
:  laee  iuindred. 

"  I  find  by  the  investigation  of  a  Committee  of  our  own 
House  of  Representatives,  that  the  number  belonging  to  this 
slate,  so  detained,  did  not  exceed,  as  for  as  their  enquiries  went, 
eleven  ;/jf/f.":|: 

On  the  4th  inst.  [July  1815,]  I  received  the  Report  itself 
from  Boston  :  and  1  should  ill  tieserve  the  confidence  that  has 
been  reposed  in  my  work,  did  I  not  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  afforded  me  to  lay  an  abstract  of  some  of  its  docu- 
ments before  the  reader. 

Extract  fi'om  the  deposition  of  John  Eldridge. 

"  I  reside  in  Yarmouth  io  the  counti  of  Barrjs-table.  I  have  been  llie  iTia?ter 
of  a  vessel  about  seventeen  7,'ears,  within  the  last  twenty-four  years  .  and  have 
had  on  board  my  vessels  from  seven  to  sixteen  men  ;  on  an  average  about  eight 

*  The  idea  which  is  dilated  on  in  this  paragraph  must  have  been  sug;re-ted  by 
a  perusal  of  the  Weekly  Re^is  er,  Vol.  Hi  page  3!9  Of  thl^  I  was  not  aware 
when  I  wrote  it.  I  have  recently  made  the  discovery  in  the  examination  of  that 
invaliable  work. 

f  See  Commodore  Decatur's  letter,  pa^o  218. 
i  Road  to  Ruin,  No,  4,  from  the  Boston  Centinel.— See  Examiner,  vol.  I.  p.  107. 
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orinhe.  About  the  year  1803,  vrhile  I  was  laying  at  Trinidad,  in  the  sloop 
Stork,  one  of  my  men,  while  on  sliore,  had  quitted  his  boat,  and  was  taken  up  by 
the  press -gdng.  His  name  was  Wiliiarrt  Boyuton,  and  !ie  was,  as  he  told  me,  an 
American.  The  next  day  1  was  informed  by  the  o&icer  of  the  press-gang,  that 
the  Diin  was  taken,  and  immedia^teiy  upon  my  application  on  board  the  ship 
where  he  was  placed,  he  was  returned  to  uie,  with  some  money  he  had  about  bin:. 
He  had  left  his  protection  on  board  the  vessel  at  the  time  when  he  vras  taken. 

*'  In  1310,  while  I  was  at  Martinique,,  a  Portuguese  boy  named  Joseph  Frlay, 
belonging  to  my  vessel,  was  impressed  from  the  vessel  :  he  was  detained  two 
days,  bat  upon  my  application  he  was  discharged  ;  he  had  no  protection,  nor  any 
indenture  of  apprenticeship  ;  he  was  servant  lo  iny  mate. 

Extract  from  the  defOsUion  of  William  Parsons. 

"  1  reside  in  Bo^ilon,  and  have  been  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation  aboiit 
thirty  years.  I  have  employed  in  my  vessels,  annually,  upon  an  average,  about 
fifty  seamen,  until  the  lime  of  the  embargo.  /  have  no  recjikction  of  any  ofmi[ 
seamen  beitig  impressed  for  the  last  tweiiiy  years,  except  in  one  instance.^^ 

Extract  from  the  deposition  of  Caleb  Loring. 

"  I  reside  in  Boston.     I  have  been  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation  be 
tweeo  eiglitcen  and  nineteen  years.     I  have  employed  upon  an  average  annually, 
about  forty  seamen  in  foreign  trade. 

'•  I  recollect,  at  present,  but  one  instance  of  any  of  my  seamen  being  impressed 
b^  the  Bntisk  ;  in  July,  1809,  two  seamen,  belonging  to  tl)e  ship  Hugii  Johnson, 
•while  she  was  lying  at  Palermo,  were  taken  from  her  by  a  British  man  of  war : 
Ido  not  know  their  names — one  of  these  men  was  an  Englishman,  the  other  was 
an  American." 

Extract  from  the  deposition  of  Moees  Toivnsend,  esq. 

♦•  I  Moses  Townsend,  of  Stlem,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  esquire,  do  depose 
Und  say,  thai  1  have  been  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation  for  about  thirty 
yearS;  and  was  master  of  a  ship  about  twenty  years.  I  have  usually  had  crews- 
cf  ten  and  twelve  men,  upon  an  average.  I  nevsr  had  acy  men  impressed  f^^^m 
any  of  the  vessels  under  my  command,  except  otkce  while  1  was  at  Bristol,  in 
England.  On  that  occasion,  1  had  three  or  four  men  impressed,  belonging  to  the 
ship  Lighthorse  under  my  command;  tht-y  were  taken  in  the  evening,  and  up- 
on my  appl'cition,  throjgh  the  Amsricaa  consul,  they  were  released  the  nest 
day." 

Extract  frorti  the  depositton  of  Joseph  Mudge 

"  I  Joseph  M'jdgp,  of  Lynn,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  mariner,  do  depcse  an^ 
suy,  that  1  have  followed  the  occupation  of  a  mariner  for  about  twenty  years, 
a:id  have  been  master  of  a  vessel  from  the  first  of  January  1800.  (except  about 
four  months  of  the  year  1812,  while  I  was  mate  of  a  vessel,  in  order  to  get  a 
passage  to  the  United  States  from  abroad.) 

"  I  have  had  seamen  frequently  taken  from  me  by  British  cruisers;  but  never 
had  any  man  that  I  knew  to  be  an  American,  taken  &tom  me,  that  was  not  releas- 
ed upon  my- application." 

Extract  from  the  deposition  of  Andrew  Harraden. 

*'  1  Andrew  Harraden  of  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  mariner,  depose  and 
say,  that  I  have  followed  the  occupation  of  a  mariner  about  thirty-two  years,  of 
which  I  have  been  master  of  a  vessel  from  the  year  1791  to  this  time,  excepting 
two  voyages  performed  during  that  period.  /  have  never  had  any  seamen  impress- 
ed from  my  vessels  except  in  one  instance.  In  the  year  18G2,  while  at  Cape 
Francois,  in  the  month  of  August,  a  man  by  the  name  of  George  Randall,  of 
BastQD,  was  taken  from  my  vessel  by  a  French  pressrjoasiter  and  kis  gang,  asuSL 

e  2- 
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carried  on  board  a  French  frigate  lying  at  that  port.     On  application  to  tlse  c» 
luaiidant  of  tlie  port,  ije  was  released  tlie  tiext  luorning.     IS  one  of  my  men  we: 
ever  taken  or  detnined  by  the  English." 

Extract  from  the  deposition  of  Josiali  Ome. 

*^I  Josiah  Ome,  of  Salonti,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  mariner,  depose  and  say — 
that  I  have  he^n  master  of  a  ve«sel  about  twenty-seven  years. 

"  I  cever  had  any  men  impressed  fro:a  the  ve.-sels  under  my  command  by  tl.c 
British,  except  in  one  instance— that  was  iu  I30I." 

Extract  from  Nathaniel  Hooper^s  deposition. 

"  I  Nathaniel  Hooper,  of  Marblehead,  niercliant,  do  depose  and  say — that  I 
have  been  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation  with  my  father  and  brothers  for 
about  nineteen  years  past ;  and  for  about  seven  years  previous  to  tlie  embargo, 
we  employed  usu^^lly  upon  an  average  about  6fty  seamen  in  our  vessels.  We 
have  never  had  aiiy  men  impressed  from  any  of  our  vcsseis,  that  we  know  of." 

Extract  from  Benjamir  T.  Rttd^s  deposition. 

*'  I  Benjamin  T.  Reed,  of 'Marblehead,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  merchant,  de- 
pose and  say — that  I  have,  with  my  brother,  been  engaged  in  ti  ide  and  naviga- 
tion for  about  eighteen  years  past.  Before  the  embar;o,  we  usually  employed 
two  vessels  annually,  the  crews  of  which  would  be  from  twelvo  to  fifteen  men — 
V  e  never  had  any  men  impressed  from  our  vessels  previous  to  the  embargo,  to 
my  recollection." 

There  are  various  other  depositions  annexed  to  the  Report, 
the  tenor  and  tendency  whereof  are  generally  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter to  the  above. 

The  contradiction  and  inconsistency  between  these  docu- 
ments, and  those  1  have  produced  in  the  preceding  chapters, 
are  so  strong,  so  striking,  and  so  utterly  unaccountable,  as  to 
make  us  stand  aghast  witli  astonishment.  To  reconcile  thera 
in  any  shape  or  uioile  is  totally  impossible.  Were  we  to  place 
fall  and  implicit  reliance  upon  tlie  depositions  just  quoted,  it 
would  almost  appear  that  impressment  had  been  a  matter  of 
little  or  no  consequence,  and  that  it  had  been  most  extrava- 
gantly exaggerated,  to  delude  and  deceive  the  public  mind. — 
But  then  what  becomes  of  the  strong  and  precise  statements  of 
Silas  .Talbot,*  of  Rufus  King.i  of  Timothy  Pickering.J  cf 
Judge  Marshal, II  of  Commodore  Rodgers,ir  &c.  witnesses  who 
cannot  possibly  be  suspected  of  anti-Anglican  partialities,  views 
or  prejudices? 

If  the  prevailing  opinions  of  the  great  extent  of  impress- 
ment be  unfoundetl,  and  if  deception  or  delusion  has  been  at- 
tempted, these  gentlemen  must  have  concurred  in  it,  as  w  ell  as 
their  political  antagonists;  for  their  testimony  is  among  the 
most  conclusive  that  has  been  produced  on  the  subject. 

*  See  page  200.  f  See  page  206.  |  .See  page  199.  tj  See  p?ge  2W.  f  See 
page  214. 
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The  statement  of  Commodore  Rodii:ers,  respecting  the 
muster  hooks  of  tlie  Moselle  and  Sappho,  is  the  most  recent 
document  on  the  subject,  and  is  beyond  the  reach  of  suspi- 
cion. 

To  the  reader  I  unhesitatingly  submit  tlie  subject.  Let 
him,  whether  federalist  or  democrat,  honestlj'^  raise  ttie  scales 
of  truth  and  justice — Let  him  impartially  weigh  Ihe  evidence 
on  both  sides,  and  let  him  decide  according  to  the  credibility 
of  these  warring  and  ivreconcileable  documents. 

In  addition  to  the  information  contained  in  the  preceding 
pages,  I  have  now  before  me  a  most  powerful  document  on  the 
subject  of  impressment.     It  is 

"  A  statement  of  applications  made  to  the  British  government  on  1538  cases 
of  impressed  seamen,  claiming  to  be  citisens  of  the  United  States,  from  the  i  1th 
of  March.  1803.  till  the  31st  of  August.  1804 ;  by  George  Erviag,  agent  of  tlie 
United  SlatGS  for  the  relief  aad  protecliou  of  their  seamen." 

I  subjoin  an  abstract : 

Number  of  applications,  15.38 

Of  which  are  duplicates  of  for;ner  ones,  306 

Original  applications,  1232 

Refused  to  be  discharged,  having  no  documents,  388 

Ordered  to  be  discharged,  437 

Said  not  to  be  on  board  the  ship  specified,  lOS 

Refused  to  be  discharged,  said  to  have  taken  the  bounty, 

and  entered,  •  120 

Refused  to  be  discharged,  said  to  be  married  in  Eng- 
land, 17 
Said  to  have  deserted,  13 
Said  to  have  been  drowned,  or  died,  2 
Ships,  on  board  of  which  stated  not  in  commission,  3^ 
Refused  to  be  discharged,  said  to  be  British  subjects,  49 
Refused  to  be  discharged,  said  to  be  prisoners  of  v/ar,  2 
Do  not  appear  to  have  been  impressed,  6 
On  board  ships  stated  to  be  on  a  foreign  station,  22. 
Ships  lost  on  board  of  which  stated  to  be,                              & 

Refused  to  he  discJiarged,  dGCianents  being  insirfficicnt^  viz. 

1.  Protections  from  consuls  and  vice-f!onsu]s,  88 

2.  Notarial  affidavits  made  in  the  United  States,  15 

3.  Notarial  affidavits  made  in  England,'  27 

4.  CoHector's  protections,  41 
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5.  Discliarges  granted   from   king's  ships,    they  being 
American  citizens,  4 

6.  Of  different  descriptions,  and  which  were  kept  by 

tlie  impress  officers,  36 

f.  Applications  yet  unanswered,  lb3 

1532 

This  abstract  deserves  to  be  read  and  examined  over  and 
over.  Every  line  oi'  it  ciain:s  the  deepest  and  must  serious 
consideraiion.  It  appears  tiial  in  less  than  eighteen  niunths. 
twelve  liiiutired  and  thirty-two  persons  were  imj'ressed  out  of 
American  \ esteis,  exclusive  of  tiie  ver}  great  nurn!>er,  wfio, 
iKe  may  reasonably  conclude,  had  no  means  of  conveving  their 
applications  for  redress  to  the  i)roj)€r  organ.  An  entire  vol- 
ume might  be  uritlen  as  a  commentary  on  this  memorial  of 
British  outrage  and  injustice,  and  of  American  disgrace  and 
dishonor. 

The  first  item  is  hideous:  three  hundred  nnd  eighty-three 
impressed  Americans  are  doomed  to  remediless  slavery,  be-, 
cause  they  were  not  branded  with  the  mark  IJ.  S.  or  provided 
with  a  badge,  a  pa=s,  a  license,  or  cerliticate  !  Suppose  Com- 
modore Perry,  or  Commodore  Macdonousjh,  or  Commodore 
Porter,  had  impressed  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  men  from 
on  board  of  British  vessels,  under  pretence  of  Ihcir  being 
Americans — (and  has  the  Almighty  given  any  right  to  a  British 
commodore  or  admiral  beyond  what  he  h?.s  vested  in  an  Amer- 
ican commodore  or  admiral  ?)  and  suppose  Mr.  Merry,  Mr.  Lis- 
ton,  Francis  .Tames  Jackson,  Mr.  Rose,  or  Mr.  Foster,  hpd  de- 
manded them — and  that  our  secretary  of  state  had  perempto- 
rily refused  to  surrender  them,  because  they  had  not  the  regu- 
lar brand  of  G.  E.  or  a  proper  certificate  or  protection,  woule^ 
Great  Britain  have  sulimitted  to  the  slow  process  of  further  de- 
manding and  waitinp:  for  redress?  Indubitably  not. 

One  hundred  and  five  were  doomed  to  slavery,  by  a  remo- 
val from  the  vessels  in  which  they  were  impressed,  to  others. 
An  easy  and  summary  process,  by  which  the  doors  of  redress 
are  eternally  barred  with  adamantine  fastenings. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  of  these  sufferers  are  withheld  be- 
cause they  had  taken  the  bounty,  or  voluntarily  entered!  In 
forming  an  estimate  of  the  justice  of  this  plea,  we  must  not  lose 
sight  of  the  subsequent  cruel  tragedy  acted  by  order  of  Com- 
modore Berkley,  on  board  the  Chesapeake,  in  qrder  to  seize 
isien  ivho  had  velunlsirily  entered  oq  board  that  vessel.    If  thifc 
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is  rtot — give  no  right — take  no  mrong — I  cannot  divine  what  de- 
serves the  title. 

I  am  tired  of  this  vile,  this  oilious,  this  detestali'e  subject. — 
It  excites  to  loathing  and  abhorrence.  I  must  chaw  to  a  close. 
But  there  is  one  more  point  that  I  must  touch  u[»on — and  that 
is,  that  of  the  whole  number  of  twelve  hun<lred  and  thirty -two, 
Ihere  are  onlj  forty-nine  asserted  to  be  British  subjects  !  The 
American,  who,  after  these  statements,  can  advocate  the  atro- 
eious  practice  of  imi)ressment,  must  be  utterly  lost  to  a  sense 
«r  justice  for  his  counlrymen,  or  regard  to  the  national  rights 
or  national  honor. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

An  apolotry  foi'  an  egregious  error  committed  hy  the  writer,  on  the 
subject  of  preparation  for  wir.  The  whole  session  one  contin- 
ued seri's  of  preparations.  Nineteen  acts  hearing  strong  notes 
of  martial  arraiigetnent. 

I  di:em  it  indispens'^bly  necessary  to  correct  a  most  egve- 
fiiioiis  error  into  which  I  was  '.etrayed  by  the  haste  in  which 
my  lirst  edition  was  compiled  and  written.  I  therein  enume- 
rated, among  the  errors  of  Mr.  Mddison's  administration,  the 
neglect  to  make  due  preparati(m  for  the  war,  "  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities."  I  deeply  regret  to  have  cast 
such  a  superiicial  glance  at  the  subject;  to  have  allowed  myself 
(o  be  so  grossly  deceived ;  and  to  have  contributed  to  lead  my 
reader  astray.  There  were  ample  preparations  made,  as  may 
lie-seen  by  the  following  list  of  acts  passed  during  the  session 
of  congress,  towards  the  close  of  which  war  was  declared. 

Previous  to  the  declaration  of  war 

1.  An  act  for  completing  the  existing  military  establishment. 
Decem»^er  24,  1811.* 

2.  An  act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force.  This  act 
provided  for  raising  ten  regiments  of  infantry,  two  regiments 
of  artillery,  and  one  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  to  be  enlisted 
for  five  years  unless  sooner  discharged.  Tho  infantry  am.ount- 
ed  to  about  20,000  merr— the  artillery  to  4000— and  the  cavabry 
to  1000.     Jan.  11,1812. 
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3  An  act  authorising  the  purchase  of  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores,  camj)  equipage,  and  other  quarter-master's  stores  and 
small  arms.     Jan.  14,  1812. 

4.  An  act  authorising  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  and  authorise  certain  volunteer  military  corps,  not  to 
exceed  50,000  men.  For  this  purpose  there  was  an  aj)pro}»ria- 
tion  of  1,000,000  dollars.     Feb.  6,  1812. 

5.  An  act  appropriated  108,772  dollars  for  the  expenses  in- 
cident to  six  companies  of  mounted  rangers.     Feb.  20,  1812. 

6.  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  mill- 
lary  establishment  of  the  United  States  for  1812,  viz. 

For  the  pay  of  the  army  8fcJ9,Q63 

Forage                                                                 .  104,024 

Sul)sistence  685,000 

Clothing  203.804 

Bounties  and  premiums  70,000 

Medical  department  50,000 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  1,135,000 

Fortifications  296,049 

For  the  quarter-master's  department  735,000 

For  purchase  of  horseg  150,000 

Contingencies  50,000 

Indian  department  164,500 

Militia  of  Louisiana,  &c.  32,000 


$4,635,945 


Passed  Feb.  21,  1812. 

7.  An  act  making  appropiiations  for  the  support  of  an  addi- 
tional military  force : 

For  pay  ?, 406,857 

Forage  154,435 

S  u  bs  istence  1,074 ,097 

Clothing  863,244 

Bounties  and  premiums  442,260 

Horses  for  dragoons  282,000 

Quarter-master's  department,  408,760 

Medical  department  125,000 

Contingencies  355,911 


$5,112,564 
Passed  Feb.  12,  1812. 

8.  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup^>ort  of  the  navv 
of ^  the  United  States,  for  1 8 1 2. 
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'   Pay  and  subsistence  1,123,341 

Provisions  559,767 

Medicines  40,000 

Rep'nirs  of  vessels  315,000 

Freight,  store- rent,  &c.  1 1 5,000 

Navy  yards,  &c.  60,000 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  280,000 

Saltpetre,  sulphur,  Arc.  180,000 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  marine  cofps  154,846 

Clothing  for  do.  49,281 

Military  stores  for  do.  1,777 

Medicines,  &c.  3,501 

Quarter-mister's  stores  20,000 

$2,902,002 
Passed  Feb.  24,  1812. 

9.  An  act  making  further  appropriation  for  the  defence  of 
our  maritiine  frontier.  This  act  appropriated  for  the  purpose, 
$500,000.     Passed  March  10,  1812. 

10.  An  act  for  a  loan  of  $11,000,000,  for  defraying  the 
above  expenses.     Passed  March  14,  1812. 

11.  An  act  concerning  the  naval  establishment,  for  repairing 
the  frJi^ntes  Constellation,  Chesapeake,  and  Adams.  For  this 
purjfose  there  was  appropriated  $300,000. 

By  (tiis  act  there  was  an  appropriation  made  of  $200,000 
annually,  for  three  years,  for  the  purchase  of  a  stock  of  timber 
for  ship-building.  The  first  appropriation  was  for  re-building 
the  frigates  Philadelj)hia,  General  Greene,  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton.    Passed  March  30,  1812. 

12.  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force.     Passed  April  8,  1812. 

13.  An  act  to  authorise  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  amount  of  100,000  men.  This  act  con- 
tained a  clause  appropriating  one  million  of  dollars  towards  de- 
fraying the  expenses  to  accrue  under  it.  Passed  April  10, 
1812. 

14.  An  act  for  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  artificers.  Pass- 
ed April  23,  1812. 

15.  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  ordnance.  Pass- 
ed May  14,  1812. 

Subsequent  to  the  declaration  of  7var. 

16.  An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States.     Passed  June  26, 1812, 
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17.  An  act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  defence  of 
the  maritime  frontier,  and  for  the  support  of  the  army  of  the  U. 
States.     Passed  July  5,  1812- 

18.  An  act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  mtli- 
tary  establishment,  and  for  the  Indian  department.  Passed  July 
ii,  1812. 

19.  An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  army  cf  the  U. 
States.     Passed  July  6,  1812. 

It  therefore  appears,  that  nearly  the  whole  session  was  spent 
in  making  preparations  for  hostility — for  offensive  and  defen- 
sive operations.  I  shall  not  easily  forgive  myself  the  very  ex- 
traordinary error,  of  which  I  have  acknowledged  myself  guilty 
on  this  suDJect,  I  shall  regard  it  as  a  monition,  as  long  as  I 
live,  against  precipitate  decision.  And  may  I  take  the  libertj'' 
of  hinting  to  the  reader,  whoever  he  be,  that  he  may,  perhaps, 
derive  a  useful  lesson  from  the  fact?  If,  with  the  attention  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  paying  to  public  affairs — reading  two 
or  three  newspapers  every  day — and  perfectly  convinced  of  the 
justice  of  the  war — I  have  nevertheless  fallen  into  such  a  pal- 
pable, such  a  monstrous  error,  on  so  plain  a  point — if  I  have 
brought  so  unjust  an  accusation  against  the  congress  which  de- 
clared tiie  war — how  difficult  must  it  be  for  persons  remole  from 
opportunities  of  judging  correctly,  and  liable  to  he  misled  by 
interested  or  factious  men,  to  form  accurate  opinions  ? 

A  further  and  most  convincing  proof  of  the  magnitude  of  the, 
error  which  1  committed,  is  to  be  found  in  the  circumstance, 
that  on  the  12th  of  July,  1812,  only  twenty-four  days  after  the 
declaration  of  war.  General  Hull,  at  the  head  of  2,500  men, 
well  appointed,  had  penetrated  into  Canada  :  and,  had  the  same 
talent  and  bravery  that  disjilayed  themselves  at  Yorktown, 
Chippewa,  Bridgewater,  the  Saranac,  New  Orleans,  and  other 
places,  presided  over  their  movements,  there  is  no  doubt,  that 
in  the  first  campaign,  the  whole  of  Upper  Canada,  and  perhaps 
Lower  Canada  too,  with  the  exception  of  Quebec,  might  have 
been  subdued.  This  army  had  3750  muskets,  .36  pieces  oi 
cannon,  1080  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  for  the  cannon,  200 
tons  of  cannon  ball,  150  tons  of  lead,  70,000  musket  cartridges 
made  up,  &:c.  <^'c.  <S:c.* 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  among  the  heinous  charges  on 
the  subject  of  the  v/ar,  against  the  administration,  the  want  of 
due  preparation  has  been  the  most  prominent.  We  here  see 
how  utterly  fallacious  and  unfounded  is  the  allegation. 

*  See  Weekly  Regi<<ter,  vol.  iii.  p.  93. 
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CHAPTER    XL. 

Heproaxihes  of  the  minority  against  the  hnbecility  of  the  majority. 
Pernicious  cojisequences  of  newspaper  misrepresentations.  Bri- 
tish deceived  by  their  friends. 

While  the  serious  preparations  detailed  in  the  preceding 
«3haj)ter  were  going  forward,  the  federal  printers  throughout  the 
union  were  pretty  generally  and  zealously  emploj^ed  in  ridicri- 
ling  the  idea  of  war — persuading  the  public  that  a!l  these  mea- 
sures were  illusory,  and  intended  to  intimidate  the  British  min- 
istry— and  that  our  government  possessed  neither  the  courage 
nor  the  means  to  venture  on  hostility. 

I  have  already  quoted  the  notorious  declaration  made  by  sev- 
eral members  of  congress,  particularly  Mr.  Josiah  Quincy, 
that  "  the  majority  could  not  be  kicked  into  war.'''* 

This  course  of  proceeding  is  not  easily  accounted  for.  It 
must  have  had  some  motive.  And  it  requires  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  charity  to  ascribe  it  to  a  motive  either  laudable  or 
patriotic. 

Suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  cur  rulers  did  not  really 
mean  war — that  they  were  actually  destitute  of  the  means  of 
carrying  it  on — that  they  were  "  too  cowardly  to  be  kicked  into 
if'' — was  it  wise,  was  it  prudent,  was  it  honorable,  was  it  poli- 
tic, to  blazon  our  deficiencies  to  the  world — to  assure  England 
that  she  might  safely,  and  with  impunity,  continue  the  perpe- 
tration of  her  outrages  on  an  unoffending  neutral,  because  that 
neutral  could  not  be  kicked  into  war  to  resist  these  outrages? — 
Surely  not. 

In  pursuance  of  the  plan  I  have  followed  throughout  this  work, 
of  establishing  all  points  of  importance  by  indisputable  evi- 
dence, I  subjoin  a  few  of  the  paragraphs  to  which  I  refer.  They 
will  satisfy  even  the  most  incredulous  reader, 

Smoke  !  Smoke  ! 

"  Our  correspondent  suggests,  that  iu  the  event  of  certain  measures  already 
taken  by  the  execuiivp,  failing,  then  to  augment  the  force  by  new  levies — or  by 
forming  ten  co-ps  of  i:^aO  men  each,  to  be  selected  from  tlie  militia  of  a  certain 
age  of  ihe  several  state«  who  may  volunteer  for  such  corps  during  the  war.  It 
r3  to  us  a  E'O't  arton'slung  ar.d  inconceivable  thing,  that  on  read  ng  the  sbr^re, 
any  man  should  be  alarmed,  and  think  our  government  ar?  about  to  take  dennve- 
sieps.  Will  our  adramistration  n?v  t  he  understottd  p  Shall  we  forever  h?  the 
dupes  of  a  contemptible  f^rce.  which  has  been  exhibiting  for  years,  t^o  make  peo- 
ple wonder  and  ^tnre  p  My  life  on  it,  our  executive  have  no  more  ide%  of  de- 
claring; war  than  ray  gran.1nio*her  "     Boston  Repertory,  Jan  9,  1810. 

"  Our  gnyernmf:nt  will  not  innke  rvar  on  Great  Britain  ;  but  will  keep  i:p  a 
constant  irritation  on  &cmt  p^-eicnce  or  other ^  for  the  sake  of  ucaiutaining  their  in 
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flupnce  as  a  party.     The  more  the  public  suffer,  the  more  irritable  they  will  be 
and  government  will  trust  to  their  address  to  dirt-ct  that  irritability  against 
Great-Britain."     Bofton  Repertory,  April  [7,  1810. 

*'  The  23,000  men  bill  passed  congregs— and  in  this  city  [New- York]  the  sen- 
sation produced  by  it  was  not  half  equal  to  that  which  was  caused  by  the  gover- 
ror's  notice  of  banks.  Mr.  Galla'm  rfcouiinf  nd.d  a  Wiii»kpy  tax,  &c  and  er- 
fiy  body  lauglied  to  think  what  a  queer  th /ig  it  ^as  for  a  mao.  who  had  6gured 
io  much  in  the  whigkey  insurrection,  to  be  the  author  of  mci  ameisure.  The 
N'.'W-'York  Gazette,  howevtr,  still  grrsccd  its  columns,  and  wo  too  sometimes  witJi 
*'  for  Liverpool — for  London,"  &c.  &c.  1  he  commitlre  of  wr.y>  5»nd  means  at 
Trist  come  out  with  their  Pandora's  box  cf  t^xe?.  Yet  nobody  drinms  cf  n-ar. — 
The  mechanics,  the  banks,  nay,  the  insumuce  offices  goon  a*  u-Ucil.  La^t  f»f  all, 
1^1,000,000  of  dollars — Still  tio  alttrnlir,n  'f  the  public  pulse — no  concern  by  friend 
or  foe  of  administration.  All  h  well  !  In  the  name  of  wonder,  how  or  why  is  all 
this  !  Exposed  as  the  city  of  New- York  is,  why  this  sr-turity,  this  apathy]'  ^re 
nil  the  proceedings  of  governmejit  a  farce,  and  that  so  palpable  a  one  as  to  be  un- 
derstood by  the  most  stupid.^  Or  what  is  the  reason  that  not  the  slightest  anx- 
iety is  felt  by  ourselves  i'  If  governrarnt  is  in  eanie.-t,  why  have  they  not.  why 
tio  they  not  proceed  more  rapidly  i'  fi'hy  is  our  shipping  permitted  to  run  into 
'■frtcin  rapture  ?  Either  the  gnvtrnmeni  is  mostfahe  and  hypycriticalf  or  the  pto- 
jile  out  nf  thiir  iienses  ?"     New-York  Kveniuz  Post,  Feb.  1812. 

"  When  I  see  ;ucii  a  palpable  failure  in  ail  the  means,  natural  and  necessnry, 
for  carrying  oo  the  war — when  I  sec  the  exposure  of  your  sea  board — when  I  ?ce 
the  actual  militarj  force,  instead  of  beinf  ii;crea«ed  in  etBcimcv,  in  fact  reducing, 
7icithei  promisa.  nor  as^.fvcralions.  nor  oaths,  sh.dl  raake^me  believe  that  yu  nill ge 
to  tvar  at  the  end  nj  ninety  day<i.  Oppomit  natura.  Nature  has  decided  atrainst 
you.  If.stead  of  that  feast  of  war,  to  wliicu  we  were  invited,  at  tije  b  ginning  of 
the  session,  we  have  served  up  to  us  the  old  dish  of  restrictioriS.  There  is  no 
need  of  prophecy  to  tell  tl:e  result.  .Vl  tlieend  of  ninety  days,  you  uiil  tind  that 
vour  prepanticn  is  not  suflieient  The  horrors  qfnar  nill  be  preached  up  very 
nssiduously  duririg  our  recess.  Familiarity  with  embargo  will  diminish  its  dread. 
The  restrictive  system  becomes  identified  with  some  personal,  local,  paltry  inter- 
est. The  navigating  states  ate  sacrificed  :  and  the  f'pirit  and  character  of  the 
country  arepros'rated  in  the  dust,  by  fear  or  by  avarice."  Mr.  Quiucey's  speech 
on  the  enribiirgo,  April  3,  1812. 

"  T!ie  project  of  attacking  Canada  is  now  given  up.  Some  other  plan  is  to  be 
devised."     Philjjdelphia  Gazette,  Jan  30,  1812. 

"  They  [the  leaders  in  congress]  have  already  gone  far  enough  in  war.  They 
are  con>ciou5  they  cannot  commence,  proseculf,  and  terminctt  a  nar  ;  that  the 
hands  which  begin,  will  never  tinijih  it.  They  shrink  jrom  it.  They  already 
stagger  imder  the  weight. 

"  They  are/rightfn'.d  as  the  aspect  btc^mcs  a  little  serious,  and  wish  to  go  home 
and  tliii;k  of  it."     Pliibdelphia  Gazette,  Jan.  10,  1812. 

"  If  you  think  a  vote  to  raise  25. 000  men,  locks  like  war,  Q^  quid  pour  ap- 
prehenk.'Jis.  You  do  not  understand  what  is  here  called  management.  THERE 
WILL.  AS  1  BELIEVE,  BE  NO  WAR.  The  nar  nhoop,  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil, the  non-importation,  the  presidential  caucussing  n-ill  raniih  before  summer.''^ 
Baltim.ore  Federal  Gazette,  as  quoted  in  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  Jan.  13, 
1812. 

*'I  tell  you  James  Madison  will  not  dare  to  march  a  rein  to  Canada  with  the  a- 
vowed  spirit  of  warfare — not  a  man,  sir — no — not  one — in  our  present  defenceless 
state.     So  710  more  of  this  dream.^''     Philadelphia  Gazette,  Jan.  27,  1812. 

"  We  are  firmlv  persuaded,  that  the  mai-^rity  in  congress  do  rwt  mean  to  de- 
dare  nar  at  present  ;  THAT  THEY  D.\RE  NOT  ;  and  that  all  their  threats 
are  but  cmtemptible  vapouring,  which  wiU  die  away  like  the  vapourings  of  a 
drunken  man,  before  they  rise."     Boston  Repertory,  Dec.  24,  1811. 

"  It  is  amazingly  mal-a-propos,  and  moreover  very  vexatious,  that  while  our 
ceirfinels  of  public  liberty  are  legislating  away  in  "  tho  full  tide  of  successful  ex- 
periment" at  Washington,  <Aeir  nell-lnd  plans  art  failing  ei*ery  nhtre:  the  trv» 
main  sinen's  of  their  darling  nCtVy  appear  to  be  mosi^4niterably  relaxed.    NEI- 
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THER  MEN  ARE  TO  BE  H\D— NOR  MOIVEV  TO  PAY  THE.M."— 

Alexaaclria  Gazette,  as  quoted  in  the  Fiiiiadelphia  Gazette,  IViay  H,  1312. 

This  paragraph  was  published  only  five  weeks  btfore  li\e 
declaration  ofvar.  It  was,  with  Iiucdretls  of  others  of  similar 
character,  calculated  to  keep  up  the  delusion  to  the  last,  at  home 
and  abroad. 

During  the  period  when  those  paragraphs  were  publishing 
in  our  Gazettes,  I  felt  the  most  serious  uneasiness  on  the  sab- 
^eci.  I  believed  their  effect  would  be  to  produce  war.  1  re- 
peatedly expressed  my  fears  on  the  subject.  I  was  convinced 
I  hat  they  would  delude  England  into  a  belief,  that  she  might 
laugh  our  etforts  to  scorn — and  that  she  would  persevere  in  her 
obnoxious  course  till  we  were  finally  "  kicked  into  ?z?c7r."  A- 
raong  other  gentlemen  to  whom  I  comm'micated  niy  apprehen- 
sions on  this  subject,  were  James  Miluor,  Adam  Seybert,  and 
William  Anderson,  Esqrs.  then  representatives  in  congress 
from  this  state.  It  was  in  the  gallery  of  the  house  of  represent- 
atives, and,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  early  in  May,  1812. 

The  efforts  to  spread  this  delusion  were  not  confined  to  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  No-.  The  same  industry  was  employed 
in  letters  to  correspondents  in  England  and  Irelajid,  v:}jU-h 
made  their  anpvHr:nicii  m  the  public  papers  In  these  iiin^doins. 
Kever  was  more  application  employed  gn  any  subject — ^and 
aever  was  application  more  unholy  or  pernicious. 

I  submit  an  extract  from  one  of  those  letters,  io  the  readef. 
It  is  a  fair  specimen  of  hundreds  which  really  appear  io  have 
been  dictated  by  [£7=  the  most  serious  apprehensions  lest  the  Bri- 
tish should  relax  ^  and  l.bst   WE  MIGHT   THUS   ESCAPE  WAR. 

From  the  Londonderry  Journal,  June,  16, 1812. 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  a  gerMeman  in  this  place,  dated 

Philadelphia,  May  8,  l^i?; 

"  Vou  will  perceive  by  the  cop>  of  a  bill  which  I  enclose,  that  we  Americans 
are  "  at  our  dirty  work  again  "  But  rj^  I  addse  you  not  to  fee  cl<irmed  at  the 
riolevceof  our  proceedings.  We  shall  oniiwue  io  bluster.  This  is  our  charac- 
teristic. Jrtd  ne  would  do  more,  ifne  could.  But  it  is  not  in  our  pcnver.  We 
have  not  a  dollar  in  the  treasury — no  army  deserving  the  name  of  one — and  are 
actually  without  a  navy.  Added  to  this,  not  a  inoiety  of  the  loan  of  eleven  millionB 
nnll  tver  be  procured.*'' 

I  wish  the  reader,  before  he  closes  this  chanter,  to  weigb 
well  its  contents.  Let  him  dive  into  the  most  profound  re  • 
cesses  of  the  human  heart.  Let  him  try  to  discover  the  main 
spring  that  dictated  paragraphs  and  letters,  fraught  with  such 
ruinous  eoBsequences  to  both  nations. 
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The  effect  of  fhis  vile  course  of  proceeding  was  highly  perni- 
cious in  two  points  of  view,  widely  different  from  each  other. 
It  fatally  held  out  every  possible  encouragement  to  the  British 
ministry  to  persevere  in  the  career  of  depredation  on  American 
comrtierce,  and  an  utter  disregard  to  and  violation  of  th«  rights  of 
sovereignty  of  the'United  Stales.  Jt  was,  moreover,  calculated 
to  goad,  and  1  have  uo  doubt  did  contribute  togoad,oUr  rulers 
into  war. 

Reader,  let  me  illustrate  this  point  by  a  plain  case  which  oc- 
curs in  our  streets  every  day.  Two  boys  have  a  quarrel — but 
are  not  very  willing  to  come  to  an  open  rupture,  lest  their  eyesj 
^nd  noses,  and  mouths,  should  suffer  violence  in  the  affray. — 
Seme  of  the  humane  spectators  pat  them  on  the  backs,  and  try 
to  persuade  each  that  his  antagonist  '-'■cannot  be  kicked  into  war^ 
— at  the  same  time  appealing  to  his  pride  to  resent  the  insult. — 
This  laudable  course  seldom  fails  of  success.  The  united  in- 
fluence of  regard  for  his  honour,  and  reliance  on  his  antagonist's 
cowardice,  excites  the  courage  of  one  or  both  just  to  the  point 
of  aggression.  This  was  the  horrible  result  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  England,  of  a  procedure  which  never  can  be  too 
highly  censured. 

I  could  pursue  this  topic  to  a  very  great  extent.  It  admits 
of  a  wide  field  of  investigation  :  but  I  leave  it  with  the  reader. 
I  have  barely  erected  a  finger  post  to  direct  his  career. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  Great  Britain  did  not  desire  actual 
war  with  the  United  States.  Had  her  ministers  really  believed 
the  alternative  to  be,  war  or  a  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council, 
they  would  have  rejiealed  them  in  season.  But  their  friends 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic  most  cruelly  deceived  them.  Every 
day's  experience  [)rovcs  that  KT  one  indiscreet,  impimdcnt,  or 
inju dicioiis  friciiil^  docs  more  injury  than  three  eikjnics.  [t?"  The 
friends  of  England  in  this  country  have  afforded  undeniable 
proofs  of  the  correctness  of  the  ni^xim.  The  writers  whom  I 
have  quoted  above,  and  others  of  similar  character,  have  inflict- 
ed on  her  more  injury  than  ten  times  the  number  of  the  most 
violent  anti- Anglicans  in  the  country. 

CHAPTER  XLI. 

War  proceedings  in   Coigrcss.     Yeas   and  Nays.     Inexplicallt 
condnct.     Mr.  Quincy,  and  other  violent  Federalists,   voted  in 
the  affirmative  on  almost  all  the  questions  leading  to  War — bid 
against  war  itself. 
This,  reader,   is  a  dry  and  dull  chapter.     It  is  little   more 

than  reiterated  lists  of  names.     It  cannot  afford  much  enter- 


THE  OLIVE  BRANCH.  23r- 

tainment.  But  if  you  have  fairly  travelled  with  me  thus  far,  I 
deprecate  your  passing  over  these  few  pages.  AV hat  they  may 
want  in  enteriaiarnent,  1  hope  they  will  compensate  in  instruct 

tion. 

When  the  vote  was  finally  taken  on  the   declaration  of  wai:^_ 
tliere  were  49  members  in   the  negative,  whose  names  are  sub- 
joined— 

Nays— Messrs.  Baker.  Bartlett.  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brighans, 
Champion.  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Daveaport,  Ely.  Emott,  Fitch,  Gold,  Goldsbo- 
rmgh.  Huftv,  Jackson,  Kev.  Law,  Lewis,  Maxwell,  M'Bryde,  Metcalf,  Milnor, 
Mirch'ell,  Mo^elv.  New  bold,  Pea -son.  Pitkin,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Ridgfcly,  Rodman.  Samtnons.  Stanford,  Stewart,  Stow,  Sturges,  Sullivan,  Tag- 
gart,  Taluiad,4e,  rallman,  Tracy,  Van  Cortlaudt,  Wtieaton,  White,  Wilson.— 49o 

i  annex  a  statement  of  the  votes  on  various  measures  pre- 
paratory to  war.  The  names  of  those  who  finally  voted  against 
the  war,  are  in  Italic. 

Decemier  16,  131 1» 

'*  Tlie  question  was  lak^^n  on  the  following  resolution  : 

*'  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  the  President,  under  proper  regnlations,  to 
accept  the  .eervlce  of  any  numbej-  of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  ;  to 
be  or-ianlzed,  trained,  and  held  in  readiness  to  act  on  such  service  as  the  exigen- 
des  of  government  may  require  ; 

"'  .4nd  decided  thus  : 

*iy..as— Al.'ston,  Archer.  Avery,  Bacon,  Baker,  Bard,  BartkU,  Basset,  Bibb, 
Black  ledge,  Bleecker.  Blount,  'Boyd,  Brtcktnridne,  Biown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Cheev<^.s,  Chitttndtn,  Cochran,  Clopton,  Cooke,  Condit,  Crawforct,  Dar 
vis,  Dawson,  Dinsmoor.  Emott,  Findley,  Fisk,  Fitch,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gold^ 
Goldsbornush,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hufty, 
Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  Lacock,  Lefrver,  Little  Livingston,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Vliicon.  Maxwell,  Moore,  M'Bryde,  M'Coy,  M*Kee,  M'K-iia.  Metcalf, 
Milnor.  Mitchell,  Morujan,  Morrow.  Mosely,  Nelson,  Newbild,  Newton.  Oruisby, 
Paulding,  PearsoTi,  Pickens,  Piper,  Piikin,  Pond,  Porter.  Quincy,  Reed  Ridgely^ 
Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Rodman,  Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Sevier, 
Herbert,  Shaw.  Sheffey,  Srailie,  G.  Smith.  Sfoji-,  Strong,  Sullivan,  Talmadge, 
Tnllman  Tracy,  Troup.  Turner,  Fan  Corilandt,  White,  Wliitehill,  Williams, 
Widgi-ry,  Wilson.  Winn.  Wright,  Hiwes,  Desha — 113. 

*' Nays— Messrs  'B'geiow,Brigfnm  Champion,  Davenport,  EZy,  Gray  Jaclt-' 
son,  Law,  Ltivis^  Potter,  Randolph,  J.  Smith,  Stanfirrd,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Whes- 
ion.— IB 


Same  day. 

"  The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  fourth  resolution  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  reHtiocs.  in  the  followinj  words  : 

' '  That  the  President  he  authorised  to  order  out  from  time  to  time,  such  de^ 
tachment?  of  the  militia,  as  in  his  opinion  the  public  service  may  require  ; 

*'  And  decided  as  follows  : 

"  Yeas— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson  Archer,  Avery,  Bacon.  Baker,  Bard  Bnrt- 
lett.  Bassett,  Bibb,  Blackledge.  Bleecker,  B'ouat,  Boyd,  Breckenridge  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheeves.  Chittenden,  Cochran,  Clopton.  Cooke,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsm»or,  Earle,  Emott,  Findley,  Fisk,  Fita'i, 
Franklin.  Gholson,  Gold,  Goldsbr.rongh ,  Goodwin,  Gray,  Green,  Grundy.  B. 
HaU,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hufiy,  Hyneinan,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  Lacock, 

W2 
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^'f[\^^J^  ^^^'\  ^-^^'^^ '^ivitig&ion,  Lowndes,  Lvle,  Macon,  Main  til,  Moore, 
M'HndeJSVCoy,  M'Kee,  Al'Kiui,  Metcaif,  Milnjr,  MiLhdl,  Morgao,  Moirow, 
Mostly,  IVehoi),  Atiibold,  Newton.  Oimsbv,  Paulding,  Ptarson,  Picki-ns  Piper, 
Ihtkm,  Poiid.  Porter,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rid^ely,  Ring-ol-.l,  Rhea, 
Roane,  Roberts,  Rodman,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  StaniorJ,  Stionz,  5u//("Dt/n,  Tal- 
Timdge,  Tallman,  Tracy,  Troup,  Turner,  Fan  Corilandl,  Jl'htatun,  IVh'te,  Wljite- 
hill,  Williams,  Widgery,  Wilson,  Winn,  Wright.— 120. 

*'  Nays— Messrs.  Sigelow,  Brigham,  Champion,  Davenport,  Jrckson,  Larv, 
•^turgeSf  Tpggart.—2. 

Same  day. 

"The  question  was  taken  on  the  tiltti  resolution,  in  the  words  following  : 

"  Thatr.11  the  vessels  not  now  in  .service  belonging  to  the  navy,  and  worthy  of 
repair,,  be  immediately  fitted  up  and  put  in  coaiiuission. 

*'  And  carried  as  follows  : 

••\'ea*— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Averv,  Bacon,  Baker,  Bard,  Bari^ 
Utl,  Bassett,  Bigelow,  Blackledge,  BleUker,  Biouut,  Brtckmridge,  Brigham, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cheevts,  Chiitenden,  Cochran,  Clo^jton, 
Cooke,  Condit,  Crawford,  Davis.  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmoor  Earle.  Ely,  Emotf, 
i'indley.  Fitch,  l'"r:iiiklin,  Ghol^on,  Cold,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Gr»^ei),  Grun- 
dy, B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hyneman,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Kt  nt,  King, 
Jiacock.  Lan<,  Lefevre  Little,  Living'fon,  Lowndes,  Ly!e,  Majrvdl  Mfore, 
M'Bryde,  M'Coy.  .M'^Kim,  Meicnlf,  Milnor,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Mott- 
ipy,  Nelson,  Nenbold,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Paulding,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pit- 
«m.  Pond,  Porter,  Quinfi/,  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  RIk a.  Roane,  Roberts, 
Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Seyhert,  Sbaw,  G  braith,  Stron-r.  Sturges,  Sulli- 
van, Ta^rgart,  Talmadge,  Tallman,  Tracy,  Troup,  Turner,  Vandoitland'^  U'hea- 
io7i,  IVhite,  Widgery,  Wilson,  Winn,  Wright. — Ul. 

"  Nays—Messrs  Bibb.  Boyd,  IWortn.  Gray,  Hvfty,  Lem\s,  Macon,  PotCer, 
Randolph,  Rodman,  Sheffey,  Suoilie,  Stanford,  Wbitehill,  Williams.— 1.5. 

■t  ' 

December  19,  1811. 

"  The  question  was  taken  on  the  following  resolution,  and  carried. 

"Thelitis  CApedienl -to  permit  our  merchant  vessels,  owned  exclusively  by 
resident  citizens,  and  comniandf  d  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens,  to  arm  undec 
proper  regulations  to  be  presc  ribed  by  law,  in  self  defence  againfct  all  unlawful 
proceeding.^  toward.-;  them  on  the  high  seas. 

"  Yeas — Messrs  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery,  BacoD,  Baker,  Bassett,Binb,  Bige- 
low, Blackledge  Bleecker,  Breckenridge,  Bi-ighatn,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Champion, 
Cheeves,  Chittenden,  Cicpton.  Cooke,  Condit,  Crawford.  Davenport,  Davis,  Daw- 
son. Desha,  Dinsmoor,  f^ly,  Findley,  Fitch,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gold,  Goldsbo- 
rough, Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy.  B.  Hail.  O.  Hnll,  Harper.  Hawes.  Kjneman, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  King.  Lacock,  Law.  I.efever.  Little.  Livingston,  Lyle,  Maxz 
nelU  Moore,  M^Bryie,  M'Coy,  Melailf,  Milnor,  Mojgan,  Moseley,  Nelson,  iVew- 
bold,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Paulding,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper.  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Pond,  Porter,  Pearson,  Quincy,  Reed.  Ridgely.  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roanp,  Sage, 
Sammons,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Shaw.  Smilie,  J,  Sm»th,  Stow,  ^turgcs,  Taggart,  Toll- 
man, Tracy,  Troup,  Turner,  Van  Cortlandl,  Wheaton,  White,  Widgery,  Wilion, 
Bartleit,  Potter.— 27. 

"  Nays — Messrs  Archer,  Bard,  Plount,  Boyd,  Biown,  Cochran  Hufty,  Kent, 
Lowndes,  Macon,  M'Kee,  M'KIm,  Mitchell,  ?>Iorrow,  Roberts,  Rodman,  Shef- 
fcy,  Stanford,  Stewart,  Whitehill,  Williams,  "Wright.— 22. 

January  6,  1812. 

♦'  The  house  took  up  the  bill  for  raiding  an  additional  military  force,  which  fi- 
nally passed,  94  to  .34.     The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows  : 

"  Yeas — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Bacon.  Bard.  Barilett, 
Bibb,  Blackledge,  Bleecker^  Blount,  Brown,  Bunnell,  Butler,  Calhoun^Cbeeyes, 
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Clay,  Cr.cliran,  Clopton,  Gonciit,  Crawford,  Davis,  Diwson,  Desin,  DiasmooT* 
Ear'le,  E.iwtt,  Findiey,  Fbk,  Franklin,  Ghalson.  Gold.  Green,  Giuijcly,  B  Hall, 
O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hyneniin,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  Lacoek,  Lertvre,  Lit- 
tle, Liviugston,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  MaxwdU  Moore,  M'Coy  M'Kee,  M'Kim,  Met- 
cnlf,  Milnor,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  Morrow,  INeison.  iVew,  Newton,  Oruasby.  Paul- 
ding, Pickens.  Piper,  Pond,-  Porter,  Quincy,  Reed,  PJn-rgold.  Rhea,  Roane,  Rob- 
erts, Sage,  Sammnns,  Seavei,  Sevier,  Se^bert,  Shaw,  G  Smith,  J  Smith,  Strong, 
Sullioun,  Tallmaii,  Talliaierro,  Trac;^^,  1  roup,  Tuiner,  Van  Corilandl,  Williams, 
Bassett,   Widgery,  Winn,  Wright. — 94 

"  Nays — Messi?.  Bigelow.  Boyd.  Brecktnridge.  Brigham,  Champion,  Chitkn- 
den,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fitch,  Hufty,  Jackson,  Key  Laiv  Lcnis,  MaGon,  M'Bryde, 
Mosely,  Nenbcld,  Pearson,  Pitkin.  Potter,  Randolph,  Rodimn,  Siieffey,  Emilia- 
Stanford,  Siewcirt,  Slow,  Sturges,  Tagsart,  Tallmadge,  JVheaton,  White,  JVilson. 
51. 


,■  January  20^  1212. 

P  The  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  naval  establishment  was  read  the  third 
<:ine  and  passed.     The  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage  were  as  follows  ; 

'•  Yeas — Messrs  Alston.  Anderson,  Bassett,  Blackledgc,  Breckenridge.  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Calhouo,  Cheeves,  Chittenden,  Condit,  J^avtnport,  Davis,  Dins- 
^noor,  Ely^  Enwtt,  Findiey,  Fisk,  Fitdi,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwin,  Green, 
ilarper,  Hawes,  Hyneman,  King,  Little,  Livlijgslon,  Lowndes,  Maxndl,  Moore, 
M'Bryde  M'Coy, 'M''K\m  Milnor,  Mitchell,  Nelson.  iS-ewton,  Pi/H?i,  Pleas- 
ant?, Poad,  Potter,  Richardson.  Ringgold,  P.hea.  Sevbert,  Siieffey,  G  Suiilh,  J. 
Sinitli,  Stervart,  Sto7v.  Sturges,  Toggart,  Talliaferro,  Tracy,  Troup,  Turner,  Von 
Cortlandt,   Whealon,  White,  Wilwn,  Wjnn,  Wright. — 05. 

''  Nayj — Messrs.  Bacon,  Bibb,  Boyd,  Brown,  Cochran,  Crawford,  Dr.chn,  O. 
Hall,  Hvfty,  Johnson.  Lacock,  Lyle,  Macon,  M'Kee,  Mefcalf,  Morgan,  New, 
Netvbold  Pip?r  Roene.  Roberts,  Rodman,  Sage,  Seaver,  Siiaw,  Smilie,  Stanford-, 
Strong,  Mitchell,  Williams  —30. 


February  19,  1812. 

•'  The  engrossed  bill  for  axithorising  a  loan  for  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  Wag 
jpead  the  third  time,  and  the  question  was  put,  "  shall  the  bill  pass  its  third  read- 
rng." 

"  Yeas — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bacon,  Bard,  Bassett,  Bibb, 
Blcecker,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheeves,  Clay,  Cochran,  Con- 
dit, Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earl,  Emott,  Findiey,  Fisk, 
Franklin,  Ghoijon,  Gold.,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B  Hall,  O  Hall,  Harper, 
Hawe.?,  Hufty,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  Lacock,  Lefevre.  Little,  Livingston, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Maocnell,  Moore,  M'Coy,  M'Kini,  Metcalf,  Mitchell, 
Morgan,  Morrow  Nelson,  New,  Newbold,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasant-',  Pond,  Poiter,  Potter,  Quincy,  Reed,  Richardson,  Ringgold,  Rhea, 
Roane,  Robert*,  Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Seybert.  Shaw,  Smilie,  G. 
Smith,  J.  Smith,  Store,  Strong  Tracy,  Troup,  Turner.  Van  Cortlandt,  Whiteliill, 
Widgery,  Winn,  Wright  — 9Z 

'•  Nays — Mes3r.7  Baker.  Bigelow,  Breckenridge,  Brigham  Champion,  Chitten- 
den, Davenport,  Flick.  Gold'^horough,  Gray,  Jackson,  Law,  Lcnis.  Milnor,  Moie- 
ty. Pearson,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Ridgely,  Rodman,  Sheffey,  Stewart,  Sturges, 
Taggnrd,  Tallmadge,  M'heaton,  White,  Wilson. — 2U. 

I  hope  the  reader  has  fully  examined  those  dry  lists,  and  has 
his  mind  prepared  for  the  reflections  I  have  to  submit  upoa 
them. 

No  man  will  deny  that  a  public  functionary  who  acts  with 
gi'oss  and  manifest  inconsistency  in  his  political  career,  espe- 
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cii'.Ily,  in  matters  of  ihe  highest  [iofsible  importance  to  his  con- 
stitueals,  t'oifeil3  thtir  coniiileuce.  Oi"  course  it  is  extremely 
dan2;eioa9  lo  submit  to  his  guidance. 

The  war  was  either  jiisi  ov  u.'\jiist. 

Every  man  who  believed  it  unjust,  and  who  voted  for  a  series 
of  measures  leading  to  it,  betrayed  his  trust. 

Every  man  who  voted  for  the  measures  leading  to  war;  ^vho 
opposed  it  after  it  was  declared;  and  whu,  as  far  as  in  his 
power,  thwarted  the  measures  adopted  to  carry  it  on,  w.  s  guilty 
of  a  gross,  manifest,  and  palpable  inconsistency — and  in  either 
one  or  other  course  betrayed  his  trust. 

That  these  positions  are  correct,  cannot  be  denied.  I  proceed 
to  apply  them — and  shall  single  out  an  individual,  to  make  the 
case  more  striiving. 

Josiah  Quincy  voted,  as  we  have  seen,  CCT'/or  a  set  of  Pleas- 
ures^ all  predicdltd  upon  an  approaching  war.  He  voted  for  tJic 
loan  lo  raise  the  inoiuy  mcessary  to  give  effect  to  those  measures. 
H^",  and  fort!/- fight  other  mcmhers,  who  had  generally  voted  with 
him  for  all  these  prfparaiory  imasiires^  voted  against  the  war  it- 
self. And  further^  they  did  not  merely  vote  against  ihe  war^  hut 
\^-^  thirty  four  (f  them  published  a  most  inflammatory  protest^  ad- 
dressed to  their  constitueiUs^  to  excite  them  to  oppose  it.  This 
protest,  and  other  violent  measures,  were,  fatally,  but  too  suc- 
cessful. 

I  annex  the  names  of  the  protestors. 

Messrs  Brijjham,  Bigelow,  M'Bride,  Breckenridge,  Baker,  Bleecker,  Champi- 
•n.  Cliittenden,  Davenport,  Einott,  Ely,  Fitch,  Gold,  Goldsborougih,  Jackson, 
K:  r,  Lewis  Law,  Mosely,  Milnor,  Poller,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Quincy,  Reed, 
Ridsely,  Sullivan,  Stewart,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Taggart,  Whiter  Wilson,  Whea- 

tOB. 

i  aver  that  the  whole  of  the  annals  of  legislation,  from  the 
first  organization  of  deliberative  bodies  to  this  hour,  !I5^  cannot 
produce  a  more  sinister,  dark,  or  mysterious  policy.  Tiiese  gentle- 
men, particularly  Mr.Quincy,who  has  been  so  conspicuous  in  his 
opposition  to  the  war,  are  most  solemnly  cited  before  the  bar  of 
the  public,  and  called  upon  to  explain  the  motives  of  their  con- 
duct to  that  country,  which  was  brought  to  the  jaws  of  perdi- 
tion by  the  opposition  they  excited  against  a  war  which  they 
countenanced  la  almost  every  stage  but  the  last^ 
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CHAPTER  XLII. 

Declaration  of  war.     Violerdly  opposed. 

At  length,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1812,  war  was  declared 
against  England,  in  due  form,  after  a  session  of  above  seven 
months,  and  the  most  ardent  debates.  The  final  vote  was  car- 
iiedin  the  senate  by  19  to  13 — and  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives by  79  to  49— affirmatives  in  both  houses,  98— negatives, 
t2 — that  is,  more  than  three  to  two,  in  both  houses  united. 

War  then  became  the  law  of  the  land.  It  was  the  para- 
mount duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  submit  to  it.  Even  those 
who  doubted  its  justice  or  expediency,  and  who  had  opposed 
its  adoption,  w  ere  bound  to  acquiesce ;  for  the  first  principle  of 
all  republican  government — and  of  all  government  founded  on 
reason  and  justice,  is,  that  the  will  of  the  majority,  fairly  and 
constitutionally  expressed,  is  to  be  the  supreme  law.  To  that 
the  minority  is  sacredly  bound  to  submit.  Any  other  doctrine 
is  Jacobinical,  and  disorganising,  and  seditious,  and  has  a  direct 
tendency  to  overthrow  all  government,  and  introduce  anarchy 
and  civil  war.  If  it  were  lawful  for  the  minority,  in  the  unpar- 
alleled way  they  did,  to  oppose  or  paralise  the  government,  and 
defeat  its  measures,  on  the  pretext  that  they  were  unjust,  such 
pretexts  can  never  be  wanting.  And  I  aver  that  \s^  it  would 
he  full  as  justy  as  ri^^hteous,  as  legale  and  as  constitutional,  for 
31r.  Holmes,  at  the  head  of  the  minority  in  Massachusetts,  to  be- 
siege governor  Strong  in  his  house,  and  coerce  him  to  retire  from 
office,  as  it  was  for  the  Kings,  the  Websters,  the  Hansons,  and  th€ 
Gores,  to  besiege  president  Madison  at  Washington. 

While  the  federalists  held  the  reins  of  government,  they  in- 
culcated these  maxims  with  great  energy  and  effect.  The  least 
opposition  to  law  excited  their  utmosl  indignation  and  abhor- 
rence. The  vocabulary  of  vituperation  was  exhausted  to  brand 
it  and  its  perpetrators  with  infamy.  But  to  enforce  rules  that 
operate  to  our  advantage,  when  we  have  power,  and  to 
submit  to  those  rules,  when  they  operate  against  us,  are 
widely  different  things.  And  the  federalists,  as  I  have  already 
remarked,  abandoned,  when  in  the  minority,  the  wise  and  salu- 
tary maxims  of  political  economy  which  tiiey  had  so  eloquently 
preached  wheji  they  were  the  majority. 

And  they  were  not  satisfied  with  rm^re  preaching.  They  had 
occasional  recourse  to  violence.  A  band  of  Philadelphia  vol- 
unteers, during  the  ^Ye^ern  insurrection,,  seised  a  printer  at 
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Re:'AiIng  by  force  and  violence  in  liis  house,  and  scourged  him 
in  the  market-place  for  a  libel,  liot  the  tTventieih  part  as  viru- 
lent as  those  that  are  daily  published  at  present  witli  impu- 
nity. 

War  is  undoubtedly  a  tremendous  evil.  It  can  never  be  suf- 
ficiently deplored.  It  ought  to  be  avoided  by  all  honorable 
means.  But  there  are  situations  which  present  greater  evils 
than  v»ar  as  an  alternative.  I  believe  this  nation  was  pre- 
cisely in  that  situation.  We  had  borne  almost  every  species 
of  outrage,  insult,  and  depredation.  And  the  uniform  voice  cf 
history  proves  that  such  base  submission  of  nations  to  the  atro- 
cities perpetrated  upon  us,  inevitably  produces  a  loss  of  nation- 
al character,  as  v.ell  as  of  the  respect  and  esteem  of  other  na 
tions — and  invites  to  further  outrages  and  depredation,  till  ih( 
alternative  finally  becomes  a  loss  of  independence,  or  resistance 
with  means  and  confidence  impaired. 

The  questions  respecting  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  arc, 
whether  it  was  warranted  by  the  conduct  of  that  nation — and 
whether,  after  having  been  duly  declared  by  the  constituted  au-  *J 
thorities,  it  was  not  the  incumbent  duty  of  the  whole  nation  to  ' 
have  united  in  their  support  of  it.  The  first  of  these  questions 
is  of  so  much  importance,  that  I  shall  devote  to  it  the  44th 
chapter  entire,  1  Iiave  already  sufficiently  discussed  the  sec- 
ond  in  the  beginsing  of  the  present  chapter. 

From  the  hour  of  the  declaration  of  Xfar,  a  steady,  systenaati- 
cal,  and  energetical  opposition  was  regularly  organised  against 
it.  The  measure  itself,  and  its  authors  and  abettors,  were  de- 
nounced with  the  utmost  virulence  and  intemperance.  The 
war  was  at  first  opposed  almost  altogether  on  the  ground  of  in- 
expediency and  the  want  of  preparation.  Afterwards  its  op- 
posers  rose  in  their  denunciations.  They  asserted  that  it  was" 
unholy — wicked — -base — perfidious — unjust — cruel — and  cor- 
rupt. Every  man  that  in  any  degree  co  operated  in  it,  or  gave 
aid  to  carry  it  oh — was  loaded  with  execration.  It  has  been  re- 
cently pronounced  in  one  of  our  daily  papers  to  be  "  the  most 
wicked  and  unjust  war  that  ever  was  waged."  The  disregard 
of  truth  and  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  reader,  which  such  a  de- 
claration betrays,  is  calculated  to  excite  the  utmost  -astonish- 
ment. Can  this  war  for  nn  instant  be  compared  to  the  atrocious 
and  perfidious  wn  waged  by  Bonaparte  against  Spain — to  the 
treacherous  war  of  England  against  Denmark,  begun  by  a  most 
lawless  and  unprecedented  attack  upon  the  shipiiing  nnd  capi 
tal  of  an  unoffending  ceutral  ?  I  pass  over  thousands  of  othci 
instances. 
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CHAPTER  XLIiJ. 

Feace  parli/.     Composed  of  warlike  maU  rials.    Repeated  clatiwr 

for  war. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war,  there  was  a  party 
formed  called  the  "  Peace  Party,"  which  combined  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  federalists  throughout  the  union,  Their  object 
was  to  expose  the  war — the  admmistration — the  congress  who 
declared  it — and  all  v^ho  supported  it,  to  reprobation — and  to 
force  the  government  to  make  peace. 

This  party  embraced  various  descriptions  of  persons,  al!  en- 
listed uniler  ihe  banners  of  federalism,  whom  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  enumerate. 

First.  Ibose  who  were  clamorous  for  war  with  England  in 
3793,  for  her  depredations  on  our  commerce. 

Secondly,  those  who  declared  and  supported  the  war  against 
France  in  1798. 

Thirdly,  those  who  were  vociferous  for  war  against  Spain  in 
1303,  when  she  interdicted  us  from  the  right  of  deposit  at  New- 
Orleans. 

Fourthly,  those  who  in  1805 — 6,  urged  the  government  to  re- 
sist the  aggressions  of  England,  and  to  make  the  alternative — 
redress  of  wrongs  or  WAR. 

Fifthly,  those  who  aft^r  the  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake  in 
1807,  were  clamoioiis  for  war,  as  the  only  mode  in  which  satis- 
faction could  be  had  for  such  an  outrageous  insult. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  make  a  fair  comparison  of  the  sere- 
ral  degrees  of  conipiniat  at  these  several  periods  of  time,  I  an- 
nex a  syno.iticaS  vie"f"  of  them. 
17I;3.       i-rr? 
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I  hope  the  reader  \\ill  pay  particular  attention  to  this  table. 
Let  him  for  a  moment,  whether  federalist  or  democrat,  divest 
himself  of  all  prejudice  on  this  subject.  Let  him  suppose 
himself  called  to  decide  upon  events  of  a  former  age  or  a 
distant  country.  Let  him  compare  the  different  griev- 
ances together,  and  I  trust  he  must  acknowledge  that  those  of 
1812  very  far  outweighed  any  or  all  of  the  others  combined. 

Let  us  first  consider  the  case  of  the  suspension  of  the  right 
of  deposit  at  Ne\^'-Orleans.  On  that  occasion  thefedcT-al  party 
in  congress  and  out  of  doors  were  loud  in  (heir  clamor  for  war, 
^Xl^ivithout  evm  allowing  time  for  making  ah  aitanpt  to  procure 
redress  hy  ncgociation.  Motions  were  made  in  congress  far  rais- 
ing 50,000  men  to  sail  down  the  Mississippi  in  order  to  chastise 
the  insolence  of  the  Spaniards.  The  government  w  as  upbraided 
for  its  pusillanimity  in  not  vindicating  the  national  honor. — 
The  cry  then  was — -'■'■  millions  far  dcfcncCy  not  a  cent  for  tri- 
huter 

Extract  of  a  Idler  from  Hit  seal  of  government  to  a  friend  in  ^lassw 

chusetis. 

"The  Mississippi  river  is  the  common  highway  to  tlui  people  of  the  western 
country,  ou  which  tJiey  must  pass  with  their  produce  to  market.  l]l^  They  rdll 
never  siifftr  ihk  highncy  to  be  obstrncted  or  shut  tip.  The  free  naii^uiicn  of  thix 
Hver  mtist  bf  preserved  to  thuf  r>oriion  (fthe  American  people,  cr  the  AMKRICAN 
EMPIBE  MrST  BE  DISMEMBERED  //  7vt  had  a  Washingtm  at  Uie head 
of  our  government,  I  should  expect  firin,  decidve  meisures  nould  up:n  this  occa- 
sion be  pursu^.d  ;  that  a  nii'itary  force  sufficient  to  take  New-Oriea-js,  would  im- 
mediately and  without  delay  be' assembled  at  the  psatches,  in  the  Mississippi  ter- 
ritory ;  that  upon  t!ie  refusal  of  the  Spanisl?  government,  upon  demand,  to  fulfil 
the  treaty,  that  aiwy,  thus  assembled,  should  -mmeJiately  proceed  down  tiie  riv- 
er and  take  po>se?sion  of  New-Orleans.  jT^  But  I  apprehend  no  such  vigorous 
measures  nill  be  adopted  by  our  present  executive.  From  the  reduction  of  the  ar- 
my last  year,  whnr,  regular  troops  have  we  remaining  to  be  employed  in  that  ser- 
•vicef^— Boston  Ce7itind  January  17,  J803. 

*'  Notwithstanding;  the  milk  and  nnJer  measures  the  administration  has  thought 
proper  to  adopt  respLctiug  the  "  Occlusion'''  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans — the 
^anf^uat^e  f^f  the  people  ou  the  occlusion  is  directly  the  reverse." — Boston  Centi- 
ntly  Feb.  16,1803. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Washington. 

*' We  disapprove  TTT'tJi^  timid  and  time-serving  mensures  which  our  govern- 
ment has  adopted  r«  :  ^iv»  to  the  violation  of  our  treatj'  with  Spain:  the  states 
which  border  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  are  most  immediately  interested  in 
what  the  president  cplls  the  '  occlusioir' of  the  porl  of  New  Orleans.  On  the 
14th,  Mr.  Ross,  of  Peunsylvania,  marie  a  most  able  and  animated  speech  in  the 
Benatf',  in  ^hicli  he  described  in  ctrikini  eo'.ors,  the  situation  of  the  western  coun- 
try, and  n^  urged  the  necessity  of  taking  effectual  measures  for  their  reliefs  and 
in  suppoii  if  national  h'>nor.  AftT  ha\-ip,{  spoken  more  than  an  hour,  Mr.  Ross 
in^o'-med  the  senate,  thnt  he  had  prepared  several  resolutions  on  the  subject, 
vrhich  he  asked  leave  ^o  submit.  The  democrat  immedi.ilely  moved  that  the  jal- 
jgj-ic J  should  lie  cleared  Mr.  Ross  then  declared.  thal'//^e  discussion  was  to 
be  iccret,  he  should  not  offr  Vie  reinlution^  or  make  any  further  observations  on 
the  iiLbject.    The  galleries  were  however  cleared  by  the  majority,  and  the  senate 
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soon  adjourned.  It  Is  understood  that  a  grand  caucus  was  held  that  evening,  and 
the  majority  dreading  the  elFect  sucli  proceedings  miglit  have  on  the  public  mind, 
the  next  morning  it  was  determined  in  senate,  that  the  discussion  should  be  ^nb- 
Ik.''— Baton  Ctntind,  March  2,  1803. 

"  NothiBg  is  more  cont?.gious  than  example.  Tlie  meek  and  lorvly  spirit  which 
infiueuces  tlie  conduct  of  the  executive  towards  Spain,  has  infected  even  the  arm- 
ed force  on  the  frontier ;  and  llie  pioneers  of  their  country,  PTF'  WHOSE 
S5ORDS  OUGHT  TO  LEAP  FROM  THEIR  SCABBARDS 'fO  RESENT 
I  i  S  l£''UURlES,  are  now  seen  to  catch  at  every  appearance,  however  evanescent, 
to  promote  the  reign  of  humility.  Even  general  U'jlkiuson,  who,  one  would  sup- 
pose, would  be  tremblingly  alive  to  his  country's  honor,  and  [j^J^proiid  of  an  oji- 
fhortunity  to  stii:*ulate  it  tj  spirited  ?fiea5ures— assumes  the  duicet  note,  and  with 
avidity  despatches  an  express  to  inform  governor  Claiborne,  not  tiiat  the  Spanish 
government  had  restored  the  United  States  to  their  right  by  treaty :  but  truly 
"  that  the  government  has  given  permission  for  the  deposit  of  all  kinds  of  pi*o- 
visions  in  New-Orleans,  on  paying  six  per  cent,  duly  !  .' .'"  And  this  information, 
says  the  able  and  indefatigable  editor  of  the  Evening  Post,  is  introduced  by  the 
words,  THE  PORT  OF  NEW-ORLEANS  OPEN,  in  large  capitals,  by  way  of 
exultation  at  this  joyous  event." — Bsston  Ctntinel,  April  13,  1803. 

"  The  president  of  the  United  States,  in  his  late jftters  to  the  executives  of  the 
individual  states,  on  the  subject  of  the  organization  of  the  militia — speaking  of 
the  Spanish  conduct  at  New-Orleans,  says — "  Rigkts  the  most  essential  to  our  wel- 
fare have  been  violated,  and  an  infraction  of  treaty  committed  without  color  or  pre- 
text."' This  being  the  acknowledged  state  of  things,  let  the  world  judge, 
[rj=  whether  the  national  honor  jvill  be  more  justly  vindicated,  and  violated  rights 
redressed,  by  the  mawkish  appeal  which  has  been  made  to  Spanish  faith  and  jus- 
tice, and  French  generosity  and  management,  by  the  degrading  solicitation  for 
purchased  justice,  or  the  disgraceful  proffer  of  a  bribe — or -whether  rrya  thess  ends 
woidd  not  more  readily  be  obtained  by  the  execution  of  t/ie  manly  and  spirited  mea- 
sures recommended  by  the  eloquence  of  Morris,  and  the  patriotism  and  sound  un- 
derstanding of  Rass  cnid  other  federalists  in  congress — ^posterity  will  judge. — Bos- 
ton Centinel,  Apri'  13,  1803. 

"  While  we  deplore  the  weakness  and  pusillanimity  of  our  government,  we 
sincerely  congratulate  our  western  brethren  on  the  favorable  change  in  their  situ- 
ation ;  and  fervently  pray  for  its  long  continuance.  How  far  we  may  attribute 
this  change  [jj^  to  the  spirited  conduct  of  the  federal  members  of  congress,  can- 
not at  present  be  fully  ascertained.  We  have  no  h^itation,  however,  in  believ- 
ing that  it  has  at  least  persuaded,  if  not  entirely  originated  these  measures  " 

Centinel,  April  27,  1803. 

"  Since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constntltion,  no  subject  has  more  forcibly  af- 
fected the  feelings  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  than  the  "  occlusion"  of 
the  port  of  New-Orleans  by  the  Spanish  [or  Frencli]  government.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject to  which  the  attention  of  tiie  reader  cannot  too  frequently  be  called.  The 
president  of  the  United  States  has  not  hesitated  officially  to  declare,  that  by  this 
measure, ''  rights  the  most  ej-sential  to  the  welfare  of  tiie  American  people,  have 
been  violated,  and  an  infraction  of  the  treaty  commitied  without  color  or  pre- 
text ;""  the  spirit  of  the  people  has  been  alive  to  the  injury — and  was  ready  to 
make  any  sacrifice  to  redress  the  wrong  : — but  because  tiie  federalists  in  congress 
felt  tl  e  full  glow  of  this  spirit ;  and  took  the  lead  in  proposing  the  necessary 
Hieasures  to  gire  it  efficacy  ;  rather  than  they  should  derive  Miy  honor  from  their 
success,  the  administration  having  the  power,  substituted  rrj=>  A  PUSILLANI- 
MOUS T^EGOCIATION,  and  degrading  entreaty,  for  that  spirit  of  action  which 
manly  regentment  for  violated  rig'its  and  broken  faith  so  loudly  and  so  justly  call- 
ed for."— JSoslon  Centind,  June  15,  1803. 

Louisiana  purchased. 
*'  The  question  will  ever  be,  wm  the  made  of  getting  the  territory  the  best,  the 
cheapest,  the  most  honorable  for^ur  nation  ?    Is  the  way  of  negociatipg  cask  in 
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hand,  af  clieap  or  honorable  as  that  Mr.  Ross  recommended  P    Wc  could  have 
had  it/i^rnemin^."— Ccntinel,  July  2,  1805. 

"  All  that  we  wanted  on  the  river  Mississippi  was  a  place  of  deposit :  that  our 
irsaty  with  Spain  gives.  It  was  ba?ely  withdrawn:  our  hi.;! h-spirited  rulers  are 
.-\skcd  to  assert  our  rights.  O,  no— 80,000  militia  are  to  he  held  ready  to  defend 
our  txirnips  and  feed  the  pips  and  cattle.  BUT  TO  TAKE  OUR  RIGHT— TO 
SEIZE  WHAT  TREATIES  GIVE,  AND  FRAUD  WITHHOLDS :  THIS  IS 
NOT  THEIR  FORTE. 

'■'■  A  great  man  has  been  heard  to  say,  that  war  in  any  case  was  wrong :  and  on 
the  question  being  put,  whether  he  would  think  it  wrong  to  go  to  war  if  our  coun- 
try was  invaded  by  a  foreign  army,  that  even  then,  some  other  way  might  be  found 
out.  This  is  our  honor's  keeper,  whom  we  have  elected  in  the  strange  hope  that 
he  will  guard  it  better  llian  his  own. 

"  Certainly  the  Jacob;n.«  do  not  need  a  conqueror  to  make  t'nr  m  sl.ires.  They 
are  slaves  in  soul,  whom  even  our  liberty  caimot  raise  j  slaves  are  more  fasoinsted 
witb  a  master's  livery  than  their  own  rights  :  yet  they  evpect  this  Lose  language 
".vill  make  them  popular  ''''—Ccntind,  July  9,  lb03. 

"  AN  ADMINISTRATION  SO  FEEBLE  AND  DESPICABLE,  by  what  it 
v-an  and  what  it  cannot  do,  would  have  sunk  under  the  competition  with  France  : 
•ind  a  hostile  neighbor  on  th%Mississippi,  would  have  in  two  years  been  our  mas- 
ter. Conscious  of  their  poverty  of  spirit  and  of  means,  such  au  admiiiistraticu 
"would  have  resorted  to  the  ordinary  expedient  of  the  base  to  yield  pajt  of  tlieir 
■svealth  to  save  the  remainder." — Cintincl,  July  27,  loOJ. 

"  Like  true  Spaniels,  we  are  the  most  ser'-'ile  to  those  who  most  insult  us.  We 
receive  back  our  right  as  a  great  favor,  and  pay  tribute  for  tiiat  which  tic  (le- 
spoiler  could  no  longer  withiiold — the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis^i3sippi,  and  a 
ylace  of  deposit  on  its  shore,  was  our  rijht  ;  tlic  privation  of  which  a  wrong  ; 
and  A  FREE  AND  ENTIRE  RESTORATION,  OR  A  FORCIBLE  RECOV- 
ERY OF  IT,  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  THE  REMEDY.  True  patrioiiFm, 
thank  God,  still  glows,  still  blazes,  like  a  seraph,  in  England.  Here  it  smells  of 
alien.  But  Great  Britain  must  save  the  unnillins  world,  to  save  herself."—  Cen- 
linel,  Aug.  13,  1803. 

*'  There  is  no  condition  of  disgrace  granted  below  ours.  In  Ihe  lowest  deep  ikers 
is  a  loner  deep.  Our  nation  had  better  not  exist  at  all,  than  exist  by  siilFcrance 
And  under  tribute." — Centind,  Au^.  US,  1805. 

Who  could  possibly  suppose  that  the  precetling  cxtracis  arc 
from  the  Boston  Centinel,  owned  and  edited  hy  major  Benja- 
min Russel,  who  was  lately  so  ardent,  so  zealous,  so  benignant 
ii^^ friend  cf  peace, ^^  and  who  was  among  the  prime  leaders  of 
those  ^'-friends  of  peace^''  whose  pacific  proceedings  nearly  over- 
turned the  government,  spread  bankruptcy  in  every  direction, 
ruined  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  best  citizens  in 
the  country,  and  laid  us  nearly  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  a  vindic- 
tive and  powerful  enemy  ?  The  expense  of  the  war  was  of 
late,  with  major  Russel,  one  of  its  chief  objections.  In  1803, 
he  was  so  heroically  disposed,  that  he  urged  war  as  "  the  cheap- 
est and  most  honorable"  mode  of  recovering  our  rights. 

'Extract  from  the  speech  of  Gouvemeur  Morris,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  Feb.  16, 1803,  on  Mr.  Ross^  resolution,  to  take  im7nediate  possess- 
ion of  ihe  island  of  New-Orleans. 
"Yes,  sir,  we  wish  for  peace;  but  how  is  that  blessing  to  be  preserved!^ — 

I  shall  repeat  here  a  sentiment  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  express— in  my  opin- 
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ion  iJiere  is  nothing  rvorlh  fighting  for  but  national  honor  ;  for  in  naiional  honor  is 
involved  the  national  independence.  I  knov/  thai  a  state  inay  find  itself  in  such 
tinpropitious  circumstauc??,  that  prudonce  may  force  a  wise  governjnent  to  con- 
ceai  the  sense  of  iadisioity  ;  but  the  iii-uit  should  be  engraved  on  table?  of  bras", 
with  a  pencil  of  steel,  and  when  that  time  and  chancs  which  happen  to  all,  shall 
bring  forward  the  favorable  moment,  tiiea  let  the  avenging  arm  strike  borne.  It 
is  by  avowing  and  maintaining  this  stern  principle  of  honor,  that  peace  can  be 
preserved  ;  he  will  feel  with  me  that  cuj-  national  honor  is  the  be^t  security  fur  o^ir 
peace  and  prosperity  ;  that  it  involve?  at  once  our  wealth  and  our  power  ;  and  in 
this  view  of  the  subject  I  must  contradict  a  sentiment  which  fell  from  my  honor?.- 
ble  colleague  (Mr.  Clinton.)  He  tells  us  that  the  principle  of  this  country  k 
peace  and  commerce.  Sir,  the  avowal  of  such  a  principle  will  leave  us  neither 
<.;o[rmorce  nor  peace.  It  invites  o'hers  to  prey  on  that  commerce  wiiich  we  wiP 
not  protect,  and  share  the  wealth  we  dare  not  defend  But  let  it  be  known  that 
you  stand  ready  to  sacrifice  the  la't  man  cjid  the  last  shillins:  in  dfcnce  of  na{io7ial 
honor,  and  those  nho  rcoxdd  have  assuiilted  it,  nili  beware  of  you.'''' 

Extract  from  Mr.  Rosi>^  speech,  delivered  in  the  Senate  the  same,  day  as  the 
preceding,  Feb.  16,  iB03.  ^-jm' 

•'  Why  not  put  a  force  at  his  (trie  president's)  4i0Ksa],  with  wliich  he  can 
strike?  With  which  he  can  have  a  pledge  for  y^pJi"  future  wcll-being  ■'  When 
the  Atlantic  coast  is  willing,  shall  their  security  be  lost  by  your  votes  P  Are  you 
?ure  that  you  will  ever  again  find  the  same  disposition  \'  Can  you  recal  the  deci- 
sive moment  that  may  happen  in  a  month  afttr  our  adjournment  .►*  Heretofore 
you  have  distrusted  the  atlantic  states ;  now,  when  th*»y  offer  to  pledge  them- 
selves, meet  them,  and  cluse  with  the  proposal.  If  the  resolutions  are  too  strong;, 
new  model  them  j  if  the  mea.sures  are  not  adequate,  propose  other  and  more  ef- 
fectual measures.  But  as  you  value  the  best  inte*  ests  of  the  western  country, 
and  the  union  with  the  Atlantic,  sei;:e  the  present  occasion  of  securing  it  for  ever. 
■For  the  present  is  only  a  question  of  how  much  power  the  executive  shall  have 
for  the  attainment  of  tliis  great  end,  and  no  man  desirou<'  of  the  end  ought  to  re- 
fuse the  necessary  means  for  attaining  it.  Your  votes  decide  the  direction  thia 
senate  will  take.     And  I  devoutly  wi?h  it  may  be  one  we  shall  never  repent," 

The  cause  of  complaint  in  1306,  was  much  greater  than  in 
1803.  But  it  bears  no  comparison  to  the  grievances  in  1812. 
In  1806,  besides  the  lawless  depreciations  on  our  vessels  at  sea, 
without  notice,  we  were  interdicted  merely  from  trading  with 
the  colonies  of  the  French  and  Spaniards  on  other  terms  than 
they  permitted  in  time  of  peace.  How  far  this  was  beneath  the 
grievances  that  led  to  war,  will  appear  in  the  next  chapter. 

Let  us  see  how  far  major  Russel  was  consistent  on  the  poini 
€f  peace  and  war  in  1 806. 

'^  The  dispute?  between  this  country  and  En2,]and,  so  long  attended  with  ri^or 
on  her  part,  and  injury  on  ours,  will  not  admit  of  miich  longer  vain  complaints 
t'.nd  harsh  recriminations.  Thty  must  lerminate  shortly  in  the  silence  of  nar  cr 
peace. 

"•  At  the  renewal  of  the  present  war,  we  had  proceeded  for  some  time  with  all 
^he  ardor  and  zeal  of  good  fortune.  We  have  been  stopped  again  in  our  career 
by  the  renewal  of  harsh  and  vexatious  restrictions  on  the  part  of  Englanf4.  She 
b^s  again  appc ah .-?  to  principles  which  we  cannot  admit,  and  claimsd  asjights, 
what  we  cannot  grant  her  even  a."  an  indulgence.  In  the  exercise  of  these  assum- 
ed rights,  we  find  a  serious  source  of  complaint ;  for  it  has  cost  us  much.  It  is, 
bowcver,  nothing  novel.  It  is  but  a  renewal  of  the  iniuries  we  comT.lained  of  ii;- 
I :?3. ' '—BQiion  Ctnlind,  Feb.  p,  JS06, 
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"  They  [the  democrats  in  congress]  dare  not  resist  all  aergressiotfs  rJl'ire,  and  as* 
?ume  the  part  of  ppirited  impartiality,  as  a  raagnaniraous  policy  r»-qi)ire?  If  war 
is  called  for  by  the  insulted  honor  of  our  count rv — if  the  cup  of  conciliation  ia 
drained  to  tli*  d:P£s.  as  tbev  declare  it  to  he.  rj;;?^  LET  WAR  BE  DeCLARED 
~UJ^  ''^"^  ^^'  EMBARGO  BE  LAID— nck^uate  funds  provides!- tlie  strong 
arm  of  defer.ee  nerved  and  extended — and  a  powerful  navy  ordered.  In  these 
measures  the  wh.ole  couf;«Tv,  from  Georgia  to  Maine,  convinced  of  their  neceisity, 
will  ba  united  ''—Boston  Ctntinel,  Feb   12,  1306. 

*'  I  do  not  bfHcve  we  «ball  have  war  with  any  nation.  But  our  peace  will  be  at 
Ike  expense  of  our  spirit.''^ — Boston  Centinel,  March  8,  1C06. 

"  Our  mloisters  in  Europe — May  they  never  hesitate  to  PREFER  WAR  to 
dishonor  or  tribute  "  Toast  drank  at  the  Artillery  Election.  From  the  Boston 
Tenliuel,  June  4,  1SC6. 

From  Washwglon,  Jan.  23,  1C06. 

"  Fear,  prejudice,  nr  some  otlier  dadardly  principle,  is  continually  crossing  the 
path  of  our  rulers  :  and  the  loud  calls  of  our  country,  its  commerce,  and  ^poiled 
Ti)erchants»  for  energetic  measures,  is  unheard  or  disregarded  My  fears  arc.  Viat 
^he  preiidaWc  messages  wil^ily  be  supported  by  rvindy  debates^  or  pen  and  ink  re- 
ports. ^^* 

Mr.  Ravdflph,  I  nm  told,  tfcs  very  muclj  injured  his  health  by  the  e.xerticns 
he  is  said  to  liave  nude  durin;i  the  time  the  house  was  in  conclave.  He  has  not 
attended  tlie  hou.-e  for  several  days,  and  is  sick.  From  one  quarter  or  anot^ier, 
tlie  proceedings  of  tlje  hou^e  wlien  in  secret  sesiion,  are  leaking  out.  My  inqui- 
ries lead  me  to  believe,  tliat  in  the  spirited  measures  which  Randolph  propost  d 
for  supporting  the  presidents  coafidential  message,  he  wa?  joined  by  every /"tderal- 
I'.'.l  in  the  house  ;  by  a  majority  of  the  Virginia  npre^enUiiion,  and  some  others  ; 
Vut  that  he  was  in  the  minority  ;  and  further,  tliat  he  was  opposed  by  all  the  JJew- 
Eiigland  dtmocrats  to  a  niaii !  1  I" — B iston  Ctntinel,  January,  ISOti. 

•'  Our  seamen  are  iniprc-sed—  they  are  captured — they  are  impris-ned — they 
ure  treated  with  almost  evcuy  kind  of  indignity,  while  pursuing  their  lawful  busi- 
tsesj  in  a  regular  manner.  How  long  must  this  be  borne  ?  Has  our  government 
}  ct  to  learn,  that  no  natifm.  ever  was  or  ever  nill  be  respected  abroad,  but  in  pro- 
portion as  it  exacts  rcsprct  by  punishing  nanion  insults  upjn  its  dignity,  and  wanton 
depredations  vp-tn  the  property  of  its  citisens  ;  tbrit  its  doing  justice  to  other  na- 
tions cannot  secure  it  respect,  unless  it  has  both  ability  and  disposition  to  enforce 
measures  of  justice  from  them,  and  that  constant  firmness  of  national  attitude  and 
conduct  prevent  insult",  while  pusillanimity  invites  them." — Nen-Hampskirt  Ga- 
zette, July  31,  lc05. 

TO  WHOM  IT  SUITS. 

*'  Look  al  the  situation  of  our  sea-coast,  defenceless,  a  prey  to  pidcaroons,  pri- 
vateers, and  armed  vessels  of  all  nations.  Our  ports  blockaded,  our  coasters  and 
fihipping  robbed,  our  forts  insulted,  our  harbors  converted  into  private  dfpots, 
where  the  very  vessels  which  rob  and  dii:grace  us,  are  suppbVd  with  provisions, 
stores,  and  God  knows  wijat ;  and  where  it  is  more  than  probable  they  liave  their 
agents,  confederates,  or  co-partner?.  See  the  powers  of  Europe  2c.:ing  towards 
America,  as  if  it  were  meant  to  insult  her  ;  or  rather,  indeed,  sporting  with  her 
lameness  in  the  eyes  of  the  looking-on  world.  Disagreeing,  fighting,  and  at  en- 
mity with  each  other  in  every  thing  else,  in  this  one  thing  they  perfectly  agree,, 
in  treating  America  nith  indignity,  insult,  and  deriding  contempt. 

'*  Are  you  yet  aware,  sir,  when  it  will  end  ?  Are  you  sure,  that  if  negieeted, 
it  will  not  amount  to  a  height  too  great  to  be  reached  without  strainings  that  biay 
produce  fatal  convulsions  in  the  state  ?  For  God's  sake,  for  the  honor  of  your 
country,  for  your  own  credit,  rouse,  let  loose  the  spirit  of  the  country,  let  loose  its 
monty-bagSy  end  save  its  honor;  the  nation  nill  cue  ajid  all  support  you.'''' — i?^ew- 
Hasapshire  Gazette,  Jiia.  31,  1805. 
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In  1807,  the  cause  of  complaiiit  was  stUl  less  substantial  than 
ia  either  of  the  other  instances. 

Not  to  tire  the  reader  with  proofs  of  the  public  clamors  for 
war  at  this  period,  I  deem  it  abundantly  sufficient  to  refer  him 
to  the  twentieth  chapter  of  this  work,  wherein  he  will  find  evi- 
dence to  satisfy  the  most  incredulous. 

I  must  be  pardoned  for  declaring,  that  any  man  who  was  a 
partisan  of  w  ar  in  the  above  cases,  and  reprobates  the  recent 
war  as  unjust  and  unnecessary,  betraj  s  a  most  awful  degree  of 
inconsistency.  And  yet  it  is  an  indisputable  fact,  that  the 
most  violent,  the  most  clamorous,  the  most  j.cohinical,  and  the 
most  seditious,  among  the  late  "  Friends  of  Peace,'^  were  among; 
the  most  strenuous  advocates  for,  and  "  Friends  of  War"  on  the 
former  occasions. 

The  Boston  Centinel,  after  the  declaration  of  hostilities, 
regarded  war  as  the  most  frightful  of  all  possible  evils.  But 
this  was  not  always  its  view  ofthe  subject.  Within  a  fortnight 
after  laying  the  embargo,  that  measure  v^ras  pronounced  more 
formidable  than  war  itself. 

"  The  embargo,  which  the  government  has  just  laid,  is  of  a  new  and  alarming 
mature,  [j;^  War,  great  as  the  evil  is,  has  less  terror,  and  mllproduct  Uss  miurs. 
**nncn  embargo  oh  sticfi principles. ^^ — Beston  Centinel,  Jan.  2,  1808. 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 

Inquiry  into  the  justice  of  the  war.  Jjvful  accusations  against 
the  government,  Prcsidenfs  message.  Report  of  committee  of 
congress.  British  depredations.  Trade  of  the  United  States 
anniJiilaied  with  50,000,000  of  the  inhabitants  of  Europe. 

Those  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  causes  that  led  to 
the  late  war,  might,  from  the  publications  that  appeared  against 
it,  believe  that  the  United  States  were  wholly  the  aggressors — - 
that  England  had  been  a  tame  and  submissive  sufferer  of  depre- 
dation, outrage,  and  insult — and  that  our  rulers  had  been  wan- 
tonly led,  by  inordinate  and  accursed  ambition,  to  engage  in  a 
ruinous  and  destructive  war,  in  order  to  enrich  themselves — 
squander  away  the  public  treasure — and  impoverish  the  nation. 
They  were,  it  would  appear,  actuated  by  as  unholy  motives  as 
ever  impelled  Attila,  Genghis  Khan,  or  Bonaparte,  to  perpe- 
trate outrage  and  cruelty  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  power* 

X  2 
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These  allegations  v.ere  made  in  the  stiongesl  language  in  the 
public  papers  in  London.  The  prince  regent  appealed  to  the' 
world  that  Great  Britain  had  not  been  the  aggressor  in  (he  war. 
And  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  asserted  that  war  was  declared 
"  after  all  the  grievances  of  this  country  had  been  removed.^'. 

The  federal  papers  re-echoed  and  magnified  the  accusations 
of  the  British  writers ;  and  succeeded  so  far  as  to  inflame  a 
large  portion  of  the  public  with  the  most  frantic  exasperation 
against  the  rulers  of  their  choice,  whom  they  suspected  of  hav- 
ing abused  their  confidence. 

Governors  of  states  in  their  addresses,  as  well  as  senates  and 
houses  of  representatives  in  their  replies,  took  the  same  ground 
— and  assumed  guilt,  and  profligacy,  and  corruption,  as  the  [)a- 
rents  of  the  declaration  of  w  ar. 

The  house  of  representatives  of  Massachusetts,  regardless  of 
the  holy  rule,  '^jud^c  noty  lest  you  he  jtidi(€d,^^  in  the  most  un- 
qualified manner,  with  an  utter  destitution  of  the  least  sem- 
blance of  charity,  asserts,  that 

"  The  real  cause  of  the  war  must  be  traced  to  the  first  systematical  abandon- 
ment of  the  policy  of  Washington  and  the  friends  and  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  to  implacable  animosity  against  those  men,  and  thrir  universal  exclusion 
from  all  concern  in  ihe  government  of  the  country  ;  to  the  influence  of  worth !es.s 
foreigners  over,  the  press,  and  the  deliberations  of  the  govemmaBt  in  all  its  brac- 
ches  ;  to  a  jealousy  of  the  commercial  states,*  fear  of  their  porvcr^  corUempt  of 
their  pursuits,  and  ignorance  of  Vieir  true  c}taracler  and  importance  ;  to  the  cu- 
pidity of  certain  states  for  the  wilderness  reserved  for  the  miserable  aborigines; 
to  a  violent  passion  for  conquest,"  &c. 

With  equal  candor,  the  senate  of  that  state,  not  to  be  outdone 
by  the  other  legislative  branch,  declares,  that 

*'  Q^TAc  nar  was  founded  in  falsehood,  declared  nnihout  necessity,  and  its  real 
object  TV0S  extent  of  territory  by  unjust  conquests,  andio  aid  the  late  tyrant  of  Eu- 
rope in  his  vien-  of  aggrandiiemcnty 

In  these  awful  accusations,  there  is  no  allowance  for  human 
imperfection — for  error  in  judgment — for  difference  of  opinion. 
They  are  preferred  in  the  strongest  form  which  our  language 
admits,  and  involve  the  highest  possible  degree  of  turpitude. 

If  these  allegations  be  true,  the  president  who  recommended 
war,  and  the  legislature  of  the  United  States  which  declared  it, 
have  betrayed  their  trust,  and  are  base,  abandoned,  and  wicked. 
If  they  be  false,  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  are  base,  aban- 
doned and  wicked.  There  is  no  alternative.  One  or  other  de- 
scription of  persons  must  sink  in  the  estimation  of  cotempora- 
ries  and  posterity. 

*  The  absurdity  and  total  want  of  fouudEtJon  of  tliesfi  allegations  I  slrail  full;f 
establish  ifl  a  subsequent  chapter. 
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Let  us  examine  the  case.  Let  us  investigate  the  truth.  If 
our  rulers  be  thus  base — thus  abandoned — thus  wicked — thus- 
corrupt — let  them  be  devoted  to  the  detestation  they  have  so 
richly  earned.  But  if  the  allegations  be  false — if  the  war  were 
just — if  the  nation  drank  the  chalice  of  outrage,  insult,  injury, 
and  depredation,  to  the  last  dregs,  before  she  had  recourse  to 
arms,  let  us,  at  every  hazard,  cVin^  to  our  rulers — to  our  form  of 
governmeut — to  the  national  honor — to  the  national  interest. 

The  conduct  of  Great  Britain  to  this  country  for  a  series  of 
years,  had  been  a  constant  succession  of  insult,  aggression,  and 
depredation.  Our  harbors  had  been  insulted  and  outraged — our 
commerce  had  been  most  wantonly  spoilatpd — our  citi- 
zens had  been  enslaved,  scourged,  nr.d  slaughtered,  fighting 
the  battles  of  those  who  held  them  in  cruel  l^ondage.  We  had,, 
in  a  word,  experienced  numberless  and  moot  wanton  injuries 
and  outrages  of  various  kinds.  But  the  prominent  causes 
of  the  vrar,  assigned  by  the  pFesident  in  that  mess-ge 
which  recom-mended,  and  by  the  committee  in  the  report  whicfe 
contained,  a  declaration  of  war,  were  impressment  pnd  the  or- 
<ler3  in  council.  I  shall  proceed  to  the  examination  of  both 
to|dc3.  But  I  previously  quote  the  words  of  the  message  and 
of  the  report.  On  the  subject  of  impressment,  the  president 
states, 

*'  The  practice  h  so  far  from  afieGtin2  British  subject?  alone,  that,  under  the 
pretext  of  searching  for  these.  THOUSANDS  OF  AMERICAN  CITIZENS, 
under  ths  safeguard  of  public  law,  and  their  nalional  flag,  have  been  torn  from- 
their  country,  and  from  every  thing  dear  to  them  ;  have  been  dragged  on  board 
ships  of  war  of  a  foreign  nation  ;  and  expos ?d,  under  the  seventies  of  their  dis- 
cipline, to  be  exiled  to  the  most  distant  and  deadly  climes;  to  risk  tlieir  lives  ia 
the  battles  of  their  oppressors,  and  to  be  the  melancholy  instruments  of  taking 
away  those  of  their  own  brethren." 

And  the  committee,  on  the  same  topic,  state, 

"  We  will  now  proceed  to  other  wrongs  which  have  been  more  severely  felt. — - 
Among  there  is  THE  IMPRESSIVIENT  OP  OUR  SEAMEN,  a  practice  which 
has  been  unceasingly  maintained  by  Great  Britain  in  the  wars  to  which  she  has 
been  a  party  since  our  revolulion.  Yovr  committee  cannot  convey  in  ndequate 
ierms  the.  deep  sense  nhich  they  entertain  of  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  thispto^ 
coding.  Under  the  pretext  of  impressing  British  seamen,  our  fellow  citizf.nsare 
seized  in  British  ports,  on  the  high  seas,  and  in  every  other  quarter  to  which  the 
British  power  extends ;  are  taken  on  board  British  men  of  war,  and  compelled  to 
serve  there  as  British  subjects.  In  this  mode  our  citizens  are  wantonly  snatched 
from  their  country  and  their  families :  deprived  of  their  liberty;  doomed  to  an 
ignominious  and  slavish  bondage ;  compelled  to  fight  the  battles  of  of  a  foreign 
country—  and  often  to  perish  in  them.  Our  flag  hn<!  given  them  no  protection  ; 
it  has  been  unceasingly  violated,  and  our  vessels  exposed  to  dacger  by  the  loss  of 
the  raen.takeo  from  them.  Your  committee  need  not  remarV.  that  while  the 
practice  is  continued,  IT  IS  IMPOSSIBLE  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES  TQ 
CONSIDER  THEMSELVES  S^  INDEPENDENT  NATION.  Every  new 
ease  is  a  proof  of  tlieir  degrad:\tion.  Its  continuance  i.s  the  jnore  unjustinaWe  be- 
«fitree  ih^  UniUd  Siates  have  repeatsdl^  proposed.to  tkt  British  government  an  ar- 
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rangcment  which  rvould  secure  to  it  the  control  nf  its  own  people.  An  exempliou 
of  tha  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  tliis  degrading  oppression,  and  their  flag 
from  violation,  is  all  tiiat  tJiey  have  sougat." 

Oil  the  orders  in  council,  the  president  observes, 

•'  Under  pretended  blockades,  without  the  presence  of  an  adequate  force,  and 
sometimes  witliout  the  practicability  of  applying  one,  OUR  CuMMERCE  HAS 
BEEN  PLUNDERED  IN  EVERY  zES.  The  great  staples  of  our  country 
l»ave  been  cut  ^ff  from  tiieir  legitimate  markets  ;  and  a  destructive  blow  aimed 
at  our  agricultural  and  maritime  interests.  In  aggravation  of  these  predatory 
measures,  they  have  befu  con:?id<.rfd  as  in  force  from  the  date  of  their  notihca- 
lioa  ;  a  relroi-pective  effect  being  thus  added,  as  has  been  done  in  other  import- 
ant cases,  to  t!ie  unlawfulness  of  the  course  pursued  And  to  render  the  outrage 
the  more  signal,  tliese  mock  blockades  have  been  leiteratcd  and  enforced  in  the 
face  of  official  coraniunication.s  from  the  British  goverBment.  declauing,  as  the  true 
definitions  of  a  legal  blockade,  "  that  pariicular  ports  must  be  actually  invested  ; 
rind  previous  warning  given  to  vessels  boutid  to  them,  not  to  enter." 

"Not  content  with  il?cse  occasional  expedients  for  laying  waste  our  neutral 
trade,  the  cabinet  of  Great  Britain  resorted,  at  length,  to  the  sweeping  system  of 
blockades,  under  the  name  of  orders  in  council,  which  has  been  moulded  and 
managed,  as  might  best  suit  its  political  views,  its  commercial  jealousies,  or  th*- 
avidity  of  British  cruisers  " 

And  the  committee  states, 

By  the  orders  in  council  of  the  llth  of  November,  1807, 

"  The  British  government  declared  direct  and  positive  war  against  the  United 
States  The  dominion  of  the  ocean  was  completely  usurped  by  it ;  all  commerce 
forbidden  ;  and  every  flag  driven  from  it,  or  suhjfcted  to  capture  and  condemna- 
tion, which  did  not  subserve  the  policy  of  the  British  government  by  paying  it  a 
Iribute  and  sailing  under  its  sanction.  From  this  period  the  United  States  have 
incurred  the  heaviest  losses  and  most  mortifying  humiliations.  They  have  borne 
ihe  calamities  of  war  without  retorting  them  on  its  authori." 

I  shall  discuss  eadi  item  separately. 

1 .  Orders  in  Council, 

To  repel  the  charge  of  the  war  being  "founded  infalsehood^^ 

so  far  as  respects  this  item,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  establish 

their  existence  on  the  i]ay  war  was  declared.     This  is  obvious. 

For  if  they  existed,  then  the    war  could  not  be  ''foundedin 

falsehood.'''     But  I  shall  not  rest  satisfied  with  this  alone. 

War  was  declared  at  Washington  on  the  18th  of  June,  1812. 
The  repeal,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  orders  in  council,  took  i)lace 
on  the  23d  of  that  month  in  London.  It  is  clear,  therefore, 
that  the  charge  of  falsehood  here  is  utterly  unfounded. 

By  an  official  statement  presented  to  congress  by  the  secre- 
tary of  state  on  the  6th  of  July,  1812,  it  appears  that  the  Brit- 
ish captures,  prior  to  the  orders  in  council,  were  528,  and  sub- 
sequent thereto  389. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  these 
vessels.    I  am  no  Bierchant,  aad  have  no  adequate  data  to 
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gvkle  me.  I  have  inquired  of  mercanlile  characters,  and  have 
been  told,  that  from  the  great  value  of  the  cottons,  tobaccoes, 
&c.  of  the  outward  cargoes  to  France,,  and  tiie  silks,  brandies, 
&c.  of  the  horuev.ard  cargoes,  30  or  40,000  dollars  would  be  a 
fair  average.  But  I  will  suppose  $  25,000  for  vessel  and  car- 
go, which  I  presume  is  not  extravaj;aut.  This  extends  to  the 
enormous  amount  of  $  13,200,000, 

depredated  previous  to  the  orders  in  council;  and 

$  9,725.000 
during  the  existence  of  those  orders;  for  the  latter  of  v.hich 
there  was  not  the  least  chance  of  redress. 

The  sum  of  which  our  fellow-citizens  were  despoiled,  by  no 
means  constitutes  the  v.hole  of  the  grievance.  The  enormous 
limitation  and  lestriction  of  the  tra«ie  of  a  sovereign  and  inde- 
})endent  nation,  was  at  least  of  equal  magnitude  in  point  of  out- 
rage, with  the  pecuniary  loss;  for  it  is  a  sacred  and  indisputa- 
ble truth,  that  from  Nov.  II,  1807,  till  the  day  war  was  de- 
clared, (TT^  American  ships,  rrj^  otmicd  hy  American  jnerchanis, 
{Cf  navigated  hy  Amcricati  seamen^  and  [C/^  laden  with  American 
p'Gduction.s\  cn^P  ruere  liable  to  seizure  and  condtmnatian  {S^  if 
bcimd  io  Fra?ice,  Holland,  or  (he  northern  part  of  Italy. 

I  implore  the  reader,  by  ali  that  is  candid,  to  consider  this 
single  sentence.  Let  him  read  it  once  more  carefully.  It  is  a 
fair  statement  of  the  re'ative  situation  of  the  two  countries. — 
[TT'  The  comm^jrce  of  the  United  Stales  with  nearly  one  third  of 
tJie  population  cf  Europe  was  subject  to  ccndtmnation !  Let  him 
lay  his  hand  ou  his  heart,  and  answer  the  question,  was  not 
this  adequate  cause  for  war?  Was  not  this  a  greater  grievance 
than  the  sixpenny  tax  on  tea,  which  led  to  the  American  rev- 
olution ?  Have  not  more  than  nine-tenths  of  all  the  wars  that 
have  ever  existed,  been  declared  for  less  causes  ?  We  were 
forbidden  hy  Great  Britain^  [I/^  under  penally  of  confiscation,  to 
carry  on  trade  with  H?'  above  fifty  millions  of  the  ijihahitanis  cf 
Europe.  And  yet  we  are  gravely  told,  "  ihe  war  v.as  founded 
in  falsehood ! ! !"     Wonderful,  wonderful  delusion  ! ! 

UJ^  At  that  period  England  herself  carriid  on  with  France  and 
her  dependencies,  under  licenses,  rcT"  the  very  trade  which  she  ren- 
dered illes^al  wJien  carried  on  by  the  United  States ! ! !  And  seve- 
ral American  vessels,  hound  for  France,  and  taken  by  British  crui- 
sers, were  actually,  \SJ^  without  breaking  bulk,  taken  into  French 
ports  by  the  captors,  or  those  who  purchased  from  them !  1 1 

Having  presented  to  the  reader  a  short  specimen  of  the  de- 
nunciations of  the  war,  I  lay  before  him  some  opinions  of  a  di- 
rectly oontrary  leodcney. 
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The  first  authority  is  highly  exalted  ant?  respectable.  It  it 
no  less  than  the  emperor  Alexander.  This  monarch,  in  the 
very  commendable  offer  of  his  mediation,  declares,  that 

•*  Tlis  maje«ty  takes  pleasure  in  doirg  justice  to  the  wisdom  of  the  United 
States ;  and  k  coiivioced  that  ^^^^  it  has  done  all  that  it  could,  to  avoid  this  rup- 
ture." 

The  next  anthority  is  Governor  Phiraer,  of  New-Hampshire, 
who  in  a  short  speech  to  the  legislature  of  tliat  state,  Nor.  18, 
1812,  states  that  Great  Britain" 

**  Has  for  a  series  of  years  by  lier  conduct  evinced  a  deadly  hostility  to  our 
national  rignts,  to  cur  commerce,  pj^ace  and  prosperity.  S!ie  has  wantonly  im- 
prest^ed  thouinnds  of  our  uuofTendirig  seamen  •  immured  them  within  ihe  walls  of 
her  floating  ca&lles  ;  [\^  'leld  tlirm  in  servitude  for  an  unlimited  period,  often 
for  life  ;  and  rompflli  J  Uiem  to  figl't^  not  only  with  nations  wit'i  whom  we  were 
at  peace,  hut  to  turn  the'r  arm?  against  liieir  own  country.  She  has  violated  the 
1  ights  and  peace  of  our  coaft«  ;  wantonly  sl)ed  the  hlood  of  our  citizens  in  our 
iiarbours  ;  and  instead  of  punishing   has   rewarded   her  guilty   efficcr?.     Under 

{>retended  blockades  unacompanied  by  the  pn-^er.ce  of  an  adequate  force,  she 
las  unjustly  deprived  us  of  a  markt-t  for  the  products  of  our  industry  .  and.  by 
her  orders  iv.  council  ')a«  lo  a  g.-e^t  extent,  swept  ou-  commerce  from  the  ocean  : 
Thus  assuniinof  a  right  to  regulate  our  foreign  trade  in  war,  and  laying  a  founda- 
tion to  prescribe  law  for  us  in  time  of  peace.  She  has  permitted  her  subjects 
publicly  to  forge  and  vend  our  ships'  papers,  to  carry  on  a  commerce  with  that 
very  enemy  from  whose  ports  she  intcdicted  our  trade.  Whilst  !ier  accredited 
minioter.  under  the  mask  of  friend.- hip,  was  treating  with  our  government,  her 
spies  were  endeavoring  to  alienate  our  citizens,  subvert  our  government,  and  dis- 
member the  unioa  of  the  states." 

The  senate  of  Masisachusettfi,  June  26,  1812,  agreed  upon  an 
nddress  to  t\\e  people  of  that  state,  of  which  I  subjoin  two  para- 
graphs— 

"  We  will  not  enter  iiilo  a  detail  of  the  injuries  inflicted  on  us,  nor  of  the  flim- 
5y  pretexlsby  which  Great  Britain  ha"  endeavouied  to  just  fy  her  nutra<?;es.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say,  that  she  no  longer  pretends  to  disgui-e  her  amhiiious  designs. 
«Qder  pretence  of  retaliation  on  her  enemy.  She  asserts  her  riglit  to  unbounded 
dominion,  only  because  she  assumes  unbounded  power  She  anne.^es  conditions 
lo  the  repeal  of  her  order?  in  coniicil,  which  *h?  knows  we  have  no  rijbt  to  re- 
quire of  her  enemy — which  s!ie  knows  are  in  possible — t'ms  adding  irisn't  to  ir.- 
.iurv — t'ju?  adding  mockery  to  iier  loni  irain  of  perpetrated  injuries  IVilh  ike 
boldness  of  the  higUivayman,  she  has,  ai  last,  stripped  the  mask  from  vidence,  and 
vindicates  her  aggressions  on  the  only  plea  of  tyrants,  that  of  whim  and  conven- 
ience. 

*'  It  was  not  sviflicient  that  ve  were  remote  from  European  politics,  and  courted 
peace  under  every  sacrifice  ;  acqaiescod  in  minor  injuries;  remonstrated  against 
those  of  a  deeper  die  ;  forbore  until  ftyrbenrance  hecime  pusillanimity  ;  and  final  iy 
retired  ffom  the  scene  of  controversy,  with  the  delusive  hope  that  a  spirit  of  tnod- 
eratiofj  might  succeed  that  of  violence  and  rapine.  We  nere  hunted  on  the  ccean. 
Our  property  was  seized  upon  by  the  convulsive  grasp  of  our  now  open  and  ac- 
inowledged  enemy,  and  our  dtisens  forced  into  a  cruel  and  ignominious  vassaiagt. 
And  when  we  retired  we  were  pursued  to  thethresliold  of  our  territory — outra- 
ges of  an  enoinious  cast,  perpetrated  in  our  bays  and  harbours  ;  the  tomahawk  of 
the  savage  uplifted  against  the  parent,  the  wife,  the  infant,  on  our  frontiers ;  and 
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■  spies  and  incendiaries  sent  into  the  bosora  of  our  country,  to  plot  the  dismembe?- 
mentof  our  union,  and  ievolve  us  in  all  the  honors  ot  a  civil  war. 

"i^he  constitiiteil  authorities  of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  sub- 
mitting the  justice  of  their  cause  to  the  God  of  battles,  have  at  lergth  declared 
war  against  this  implacable  foe  ;  a  nar  for  the  liberty  of  our  dlizens  ;  a  war  for 
our  natijual  soverngniy  and  independence  ;  a  war  for  our  repvMicanfjfm  of  gov- 
rrnment  againsHhe  mach> nations  of  despotism.''^  ^ 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1811,  the  legisbture  of  Ohio,  pub- 
lished a  resolution  and  address  on  the  subject  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations, in  uhich  they  pledged  themselves  to  a  full  support  of 
the  government,  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war.  This 
pledge  they  have  nobly  redeemed.  I  submit  one  parapraph  of 
the  address. 

'•  The  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  this  country  is  a  gross  departure  from 
the  known  and  established  laws  of  nations.  Our  rights,  as  well  those  derived 
through  the  inamemor-pl  Usage?  of  nation?,  as  those  secured  by  compact,  have 
been  outraged  without  acknowledgment—  even  without  remorse.  Solemn  stipu- 
lations by  treaty  and  implied  eiigagement?.  have  given  place  to  views  of  an  over- 
reaching, selfish,  and  depraved  policy.  Lfe,  liberty  and  property,  have  been  th^- 
uport  "f  Tnea'ure'\  ur,just,  crtieL  and  nithout  a  pcir-lltl.  The  fiag  of  freedom  and 
of  iuijiartial  neutrality  has  been  wantonly  insulted.  Tears  of  the  nidons  and  or^ 
phani  of  murdtred  Americans  have  Ji'jned  in  vain.  Our  countrymen  have  been 
torn  from  the  embrace  of  liberty  and  plenty.  The  cords  of  conjugal,  filial,  fra- 
ternal, and  parental  affection,  have  been  broken.  Q;^  Almost  every  sea  and  O' 
i:ean  buoys -lipon  its  surface  Ik?  vic'ims  of  capture  ami  impressment.  Vain  is  eve- 
ry effort  and  sacriiice  for  an  honourable  state  of  safety  and  tranquillity.  ^Mission 
has  followed  rais«ion — remonstrance  has  succeeded  remonstrance — forbearance 
has  stepped  on  the  heels  of  forbearance,  till  the  mind  revolts  at  the  thought  of  a 
prolonged  endurance  Will  the  freemen  of  a  still  favored  soil  uoresistiagly  groau 
under  the  pres.sure  of  such  ignominy  and  insult  P" 

The  senate  of  ?vlaryland,  on  the  22d  of  Dec.  1812,  passed  a 
set  of  resolutions,  approving  of  the  war,  from  which  I  subjoin 
an  extract. 

"  Whenever  the  pursuit  of  a  pacific  policy  is  rendered  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  national  intere^t,  prosperity  and  happiness,  by  the  unprovoked  injuries  and 
lanless  outrages  of  a  foreign  porver  ;  whenever  those  rights  are  assailed,  without 
the  full  and  perfect  enjoyment  of  which  a  nation  can  no  longer  claim  the  charter 
and  attributes  of  sovereignty  and  independence  j  whenever  the  right  of  a  free 
people  to  navigale  the  common  highway  of  nations,  for  the  purpose  of  transport- 
ing and  vending  the  surplus  products  of  their  soil  and  industry  at  a  foreign  market, 
is  attempted  to  be  controlled  and  subjected  to  such  arbitral  y  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  the  jealousy  or  injustice  of  a  foreign  power  may  think  proper  f.o  pre- 
scribe ;  whenrivei  their  citizens  in  thz  exercise  of  ihdr  ordinary  occupations  and 
laboring  to  obtain  the  means  of  subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  families,  are 
torn  by  the  ruthless  hand  of  violence  from  their  country,  their  connexions,  and 
their  homes  ;  whenever  the  tender  ties  of  parent  and  child,  of  husband  and  wife, 
are  wholly  disiegarded  by  the  inexorable  cruelty  of  the  unfeeling  oppressor,  who 
usurping  the  high  prerogative  of  heaven,  and  anticipating  the  dread  office  of 
deatli,  converts  those  sacred  relations  unto  a  premature  orphanage  and  widow- 
hood— not  that  orphanage  and  widowhood  which  "  spring  from  the  grave"  unless 
thefioating  dungeons  into  which  they  are  cast,  and  compelled  to  fight  the  battles  of 
their  oppressors,  ma-i  be  compared  to  the  anful  and  gloomy  m.ansians  of  the  tomb  ; 
whenever  injuries  and  opp.  essions,  such  as  these,  are  inflicted  by  a  foreign  power, 
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upon  the  pcTFcr.s  and  properties  of  onr  citizens,  and  an  appeal  to  (he  justice  0/ 
!.uch  prmer  to  obtum  redrein  proves  nk)lly  useless  and  unavailing  ;  in  such  casts 
it  is  the  tluly  of  those  to  whom  the  sacred  trutjt  of  profecting  the  rights  of  the 
citizen  and  honour  of  the  nation,  is  confided,  to  tak<^  such  measures  as  the  cxif.en- 
cy  of  tlie  case  may  require,  to  protect  the  one,  and  vindicate  the  other  :  There- 
fore 

^*  Reiolved  fkut  the  nar  waged  by  the  Uniled  Stotes  against  Great  Britain,  7s 
juit,  necesiary  and  politic  ;  ov^fit  to  be  supported  by  (he  vniled  sirai'^lh  and  re- 
'sonrcts  0/  the  nation,  until  thegrcnd  object  is  obtained  for  akick  it  nas  declared.'^ 


CHAPTER  XLV. 

Consideration  of  ilic  Orders  in  Council  continued.     Strong   and 
uncqmvocal  reprobation  of  them  by  James  Lloyd  and  Janies 
Bayard,   Esqrs.  and  Governor  Griswold.     Extract  of  a  letter 
from  Harrison  Gray  Otis^  Esq. 

I  MIGHT  have  dismissed  this  part  of  mj^  subject  with  the 
last  chapter.  But  as  it  is  of  vital  importance — as  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States  are  at  issue  on  it  in  the  face  of  an 
anxioos  and  enquiring  world,  whose  judgment  we  await  on  the 
subject — I  judge  it  advisable  to  enter  into  it  more  fully. 

The  oaly  defence  ever  attempted  of  these  outrageous  pro- 
ceedings is  on  the  principle  of  "  retaliation.^''  Tias  is  com- 
pletely invalidated  by  Mr.  Baring,  page  126.  It  is  also  une- 
quivocally abandoned  by  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
leaders  of  the  federal  party. 

James  Lloyd,  Esq.  senator  of  the  United  States  for  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  a  most  decided  federalist,  a  steady,  undeviat 
ins,  and  zealous  opposerof  the  administration  and  of  all  its 
measures,  has  pronounced  sentence  of  condemnation,  in  the 
most  unequivocal  terms,  upon  the  pretence  of  retaliation,  in  a 
speech  delivered  in  senate  on  the  28th  oi  February,  1812. 

*'  j4nd  how  is  it  possible,  thai  a  Ihird  and  neutral  parly  can  make  itself  a 
fair  object  of  retaliation,  for  measures  which  it  did  iiot  counsel — uhich  it  did 
not  approve — which  m  Hi  late  slrmgly  icilh  its  interests — which  it  is  and  ever 
has  been  anxiously  desirous  to  remove — which  it  has  resisted  by  every  means 
in  its  power,  that  it  thought  expedient  to  use.  and  of  these  means  the  gov  em- 
ment  of  the  neutral  country  ought  to  be  the  sole  judge — ivhich  it  has  endeav- 
oured to  get  rid  of  even  at  great  sacrifices  ! — how  is  it  possible  that  a  neu- 
tral country,  thus  conducting,  can  make  itself  a  fair  object  of  retaliation  for 
measures  which  it  did  not  originate — whichit  could  not  prevent,  and  cannot 
<oji/ror/— Thus,  sir,  to  ray  vi«w,  the  ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL  ARE 
WHOLLY  UNJUSTIFIABLE,  LET  THFM  BE  BOTTOMED 
EITHER  ON  THE  PRINCIPLE  OF  RETALIATION,  OR  OF 
«ELF-PRESERVATION." 
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From  Mr.  Lloyd's  autboritj  on  this  topic  I  presume  there 
will  be  no  appeal.  There  cannot  be.  His  decision  is  final.-— 
But  I  :.m  not  confined  to  Mr.  Lloyd.  Mr.  Bayard,  a  gentle- 
man of  equal  standing,  a  quondam  senator  of  the  United  States 
from  the  state  of  Delaware,  one  of  our  late  commissioners  at 
Ghent,  also  a  decided  federalist,  pronounced  the  same  sentence 
on  them — in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
Slates,  October  31,  1811— 

"  They  were  adopted  as  a  measure  of  retaliation,  though  rrj^  they  never  de- 
served that  character  He  had  always  considered  the  Bf  rliu  aud  Milau  decrees 
rrj=>  Lj:ed  as  a  mere  pretext.  Those  decrees  were  vain  and  empty  dpnuncl-if  Ions 
in  ,1  i^ion  to  England  The  plain  de:?ign  of  the  British  government  W3<  rri='to 
deprivp  France  of  the  benefits  of  external  commerce,  L'NLESS  TRR  1  rtOF- 
ITS  Or  IT  ;VERE  TO  BE  DIVIDED  WITH  HERSELF  0:7=  This  was 
full\  proved  by  the  licence  trade,  l^^  Britain  carries  on  the  very  iradt  she  de- 
wes  to  neutrals,  and  having  engrossed  the  whole  to  herself,  she  excludes  neutrals 
from  a  participation. 

'•  I  am  asiionj  the  last  men  in  the  senate  who  would  justify  or  defend  the  or- 
ders in  conncif-  THEY  VIOLATE  THE  PLAINEST  RlGHTg  OF  THE 
NATION.—  rrj^  The  ground  of  retaliation  was  never  more  than  a  pretext,  and 
xheir  plain  obiccv  is  to  deprive  France  of  neutral  trad''.  It  never  was  contended, 
nor  does  Britain  now  contend,  that  she  would  be  lustified  by  the  laws  or  Usat^es  of 
nations  to  interdict  our  commerce  with  her  enemy.  She  COVER,S  HER  IN- 
JUSTICE WITH  THE  CLOAK  iOF  RETALIATION,  and  iasists  that  she 
has  a  right  to  retort  upon  her  enem*  the  evils  of  his  own  policy. — This  is  a  doc- 
trine to  which  I  am  not  disposed  ttf  agree— IT  IS  DESTRUCTIVE  TO  NEU- 
TRALS.    It  makes  them  the  prev  of  the  belligerents. 

*•  IT  IS  A  DOCTRINE  WHICH  WE  MUST  RESIST." 

In  addition  to  the  authority  of  Messrs.  Lloyd  and  Bayard, 
I  beg  leave  to  adduce  that  the  late  governor  of  Connecticut, 
Roger  Gris wold,  Esq.  which,  though  not  quite  so  unequivocal, 
is  sufficiently  strong  to  satisfy  every  candid  reader. 

On  the  loth  of  October,  1811,  eight  months  previous  to  the 
declaration  of  war,  Governor  Griswold,  in  an  address  io  the 
Legislature,  drew  a  strong  portrait  of  the  injustice  of  the  belli- 
gerents towards  us,  and  of  the  necessity  rf  abandoning  the 
pacific  policy  which  our  government  had  pursued,  and  adopt- 
ing vigorous  and  decisive  measures  to  enforce  respect  for  our 
rights. 

"  It  has  been  our  misfortune  to  pursue  a  policy,  which  has  rendered  us  con- 
temptible io  the  eyes  of  foreign  nations ;  and  we  are  treated  as  a  people,  who  are 
ready  to  submit  to  every  indignity,  which  interest  or  caprice  imposes  upon  as. — 
It  cannot,  however^  be  too  late  to  retrieve  the  rational  honor ;  and  we  ought  to 
expect  that  our  public  councils  will  find,  that  q;^  a  manly,  impartial,  and  deci- 
ded course  of  measures  has  now  become  indispensable — Sl^:h  a  course  as  shall 
sntivfy  foreign  nations,  that  whilst  we  desire  peace,  we  h.-ve  THE  MEANS 
AND  THE  SPIRIT  TO  REPEL  AGGRESSIONS.  The  interests  of  the 
Uo'tod  Staies  undoubtedly  require  a  pecure  and  honorable  peace.  But  the  only 
guiT-^.i;*e*  which  eug'it  or  can  with  safety  bo  relied  on  for  this  object,  13  a  «uffi- 
cien' o.-^anized  force,  and  SPIRIT  TO  USE  IT  WITH  EFFECT,  whe-i  no 
other  henourable  means  of  redress  can  be  resorted  to.     The  extensive  resources 
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ajticd  by  the  geographical  situalio!i  of  our  country,  have  furnished  every  rsetis^ 
<<ary  moans  for  defending  our  territory  and  our  commerce  :  and  WE  ARE 
F\LSE  TO  OURSELVES,  WHEN  EITHER  [i.  e  our  territory  or  our 
commerce,]  IS  liNVADED  WITH  IMPUNITV." 

No  dispassionate  reader  can  deny  that  Governor  Griswold 
in  this  speech  makes  very  strong  and  unequivocal  declaration 
of  the  necessity  of  vigorous,  and  decisive,  that  is  to  say,  war- 
like measures.  It  is  impossible  otherwise  to  inter^*ret  the  im- 
pressive s\y\e  in  which  he  invokes  the  "  spirit  to  use  the  orsran- 
ued force  mlk  fffect'^ — and  the  declaration  th\t  '^  wc  are  false  to 
07irsdres  when  we  allow  our  commerce  or  our  territory  to  be  inva- 
ded with  impunity.^* 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1812,  only  five  weeks  before  the  decla- 
ration of  war,  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  met  again.  Gov- 
ernor Griswold  addressed  them  once  more  on  the  same  sul.Ject. 
He  explicitly  declared,  that 

*'  m^  '^<=  lo^^  ^i^  7?i07j//is  do  not  appear  to  have  produced  avy  change  in 
tiic  hostile  aggressions  of  foreign  nations  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
Stales:' 

And  after  referring  to,  and  justly  reprobating  the  burning  of 
eur  vessels  by  the  French,  he  emphatically  adds, 

"  nj^  S^'.ch,  however,  has  been  the  character  of  both,  that  NO  CIRCUMc 
STANCE  CAN  JUSTIFY  A  PKEFERENCE  TO  EITHER." 

I  beg  the  reader  will  give  these  documents  a  due  degree  of 
consideration.  It  appears  that  Governor  Griswold,  on  the  lOIh 
of  October,  1811,  unequivocally  pronounced  an  opinion,  that 
the  aggressions  of  Great  Britain  and  France  were  of  such  a  na- 
ture as  to  warrant  resistance  by  war.  He  denounced  the  pa- 
cific policy  we  had  pursued  as  rendering  us  "  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  offarein-n  nations,"*^  who  in  consequence  regarded  "  us 
as  a  people  ready  to  submit  to  every  indipiity  which  interest  or 
caprice  mi'rht  impose  upon  us."*"*  He  called  upon  the  govern- 
ment t-  change  its  system,  and  to  convince  foreign  nations, 
that  "  we  have  the  menns  and  the  spirit  to  resent  foreign  aggress- 
ions^ — And  finally  declares  "  we  are  false  to  ourselves  when  we 
suffer  our  commerce  or  ourierriiory  to  be  invaded  with  impunity.^'' 
Seven  months  afterwards,  he  reviews  these  declarations,  and 
states  that  "  no  circumstance  could  justify  a  prference  to  either"*^ 
France  or  England,  both  had  so  grossly  outraged  our  rights. — 
And  yet,  reader,  what  must  be  your  astonishment  to  be  told, 
that  this  same  Governor  Griswold,  immediately  after  war  was 
declared,  which  his  speech  appears  to  have  urged,  arrayed  him- 
self an)onfi:  and  was  a  leader  of  the  ''friends  rfpeace,""  who  d^ 
sounced  the  war  as  wicked,  and  unjust  and  unholy !  I J 
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i  might  have  rested  the  cause  on  the  united  testimony  o?  Mi\ 
Lloyd,  and  Mr.  Baj^ard,  and  Governor  Griswold.  They  are 
fully  sufficient  for  my  purpose.  No  candid  or  honest  man  can 
resist  them.  They  all  with  concurring  voice  establish  the 
strong,  the  decisive  fact,  that  there  was  ain[)Ie  and  adefjuate 
cause  of  war.  But  regarding  the  subject  as  of  immense  and  vi- 
tal importance,  I  am  determined  "  to  make  assurance  doubly 
surc.'^  I  therefore  solemnly  cite  before  the  public  another  evi- 
dence, still  more  powerful,  still  more  overwhelming,  to  prove 
that  the  war  was  not  founded  in  falsehood — to  prave  that  it  was 
both  just  and  righteous. 

This  evidence  is  the  honorable  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  Esq.  a 
gentleman  of  considerable  talents,  great  wealth,  high  standing:, 
and  most  powerful  influence  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  who 
has  acted  a  very  conspicuous  and  important  part  in  the  extra- 
ordinary events  of  our  era.  He  was  formerly  a  senator  of  the 
United  States — ^recently  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts^-one  of  the  principal  movers  of  the  appointment  of, 
and  a  delegate  to,  the  Hartford  Convention  ;  (which  legislature 
nnd  convention  denounced  the  war  as  unjust,  and  wicked,  and 
profligate) — and  finally  one  of  deleo;ates  to  Washington,  to  ne- 
gotiate with  the  president  on  the  part  of  the  eastern  states.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  add — but  I  shall  be  pardoned,  I  trust,  for 
adding,  that  there  is  not  in  the  United  States  a  more  uniform, 
undeviating,  and  zealous  opposer  of  the  party  in  power — a  more 
decided  anti-gallican — or  a  citizen  less  disposed  to  censure^Eng- 
land  or  her  measures  unjustly,  than  Mr.  Otis. 

This  gentleman,  on  the  14th  of  January,  1812,  addressed  to 
—a  friend  m  London,  a  letter  on  the  relations  of  the  two  nations 
which  displdvs  no  small  share  of  public  spirit,  and  breathes  a  mo&t 
fervent  desire  for  the  repeal  of  ihe  orders  in  council,  in  order 
to  remove  the  indignation  and  abhorrence  they  excited  in  the 
United  States. 

This  letter  was  published  in  London ;  and,  had  not  the  coun- 
sellers  of  his  Britannic  majesty  been  most  fatally  and  egregious- 
Vy  misguided,  would  have  produced  an  immediate  and  decisive 
efl*ect,  and  saved  the  two  countries  from  the  horrors  of  war- 
fare. 

One  of  the  democratic  papers  in  Boston,  I  believe  the  Pat- 
riot, republished  the  letter,  with  comments  injurious  to  Mr.  Otis, 
of  vvliich  I  have  a  very  im;)erfect  recolh^ction.  They  appear- 
ed to  me  ill-founded  at  the  time.  Major  Russel,  editor  of  the 
Centinel,  admitted  the  authenticity  of  the  letter,  which  he  re- 
published ;  girtled  on  his  armour  ;  and  fully  defended  the  wri- 
ter and  his  productiwu     He  proved  io  tlie  satisfaction  of  ilm 
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public,  that  no  inference  could  fairly  be  drawn  from  that  com- 
munication, incu!i)ating  the  moral  or  political  character  of  Mr. 
Otis,  who,  on  the  contrary,  deserved  applause  for  the  part  he 
took  in  this  aflair.  The  ideas  of  the  editor  of  the  Centinel 
were  just  and  correct.  These  views  are  given  from  memory. 
But  the  strong  impression  the  affair  made  on  my  mind  at  the 
time,  convinces  me  that  they  are  essentially  just. 

With  these  explanations  I  submit  the  letter  to  the  reader, 
whom  I  beseech  to  give  it  due  attention.  It  will  bear  thrice 
reading.  On  the  subject  I  am  discussing,  it  is  final  and  decis- 
ive.    Never  was  there  a  more  irresistible  document. 

Extract  of  a  hiter  /rom  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  Esq.  to  a  friend  in  Lo^idon, 
dated  Boston,  Jan.  14, 1812. 

"  You  •will  perceive  by  the  papers  that  our  governrnent  profess  the  intention 
to  assume  a  very  warlike  attitude  ;  aiid  that  the  rj;^  eentiii.ent  of  indipnatinn 
throughout  the  ccmntrv  at  the  contiijiiation  of  the  ordns  in  council,  IS  LOl'D 
AND  UNIVERSAL  FROM  BOTH  PAFITIES  !  The  motives  which  inhjce 
your  government  to  continue  them,  arc  r^v  ^uile  incompreheiipibl*:  to  the  BBST 
FRIENDS  of  Groat  Britain  in  this  c*.'un;rj^  ;.  afjd  *'»e  efTect  will  be  to  make  ev- 
ery irau  ODIOUS  who  dares  to  express  •.  \7tsh  for  jor  success  and  prosperity  ; 
a  eenliineut  still  coninoo  to  our  best  men,  but  -r,  liicti  an  adherence  to  ihis  system 
■ft  ill  i IT! pair  and  destroy. 

'*  h  is  too  trtie,  that  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milao  decrees  has  been  le?8 
fonr.al  than  it  should  have  been  j  aad  that  our  administration  have  become  wil- 
}\m%  dijpfs  to  the  insidious  policy  of  Napoleon. 

"  But  v;hy  should  your  government  mind  that  ?  Why  should  they  not  embrace 
viay  pretence  for  restoring  harmony  between  oiir  two  countries,  especially  as  it 
will  of  consequence  be  followed  by  hostility  oa  the  part  of  France  i*  Napoleon 
will  renew  his  outrages  the  moment  we  are  friends  ;  and  the  natnral  ties  which 
cement  Great  Britain  and  America  will  be  drawn  closer.  On  the  contrary,  the 
scrupulous  adiierence  of  your  cahiiiet  to  an  empty  punctilio,  will  too  probably 
unite  the  whole  country  in  oppo.sition  to  your  nation,  and  sever  for  genera tion.<», 
perhaps  for  ever,  interests  which  have  the  mo?t  natural  aflBnity,  and  MEN  WHO 
OUGHT  TO  FEEL  AND  LOVE  LIKE  BRETHREN." 

Let  us  canvass  this  precious  document  attentively.  It  is 
fraught  with  meaning,  aud  flashes  conviction.  Every  senlence 
is  of  vital  importance.  Mr.  Otis  states,  that  "  the  sentiment  cf 
indignation  against  the  orders  in  council  was  loud  and  universal 
from  both  parties.^"*  This  declaration  from  such  a  quarter  is 
overwhelming — it  is  irresistible.  It  proves  the  strong  sense 
prevalent  of  the  outrage  and  injustice  of  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil. The  concurrence  of  both  parties,  who  so  rarely  a- 
gree  in  any  point,  demands  particular  attention.  And  surely 
Mr.  Otis  himself,  or  Mr.  Pickering,  or  Mr.  King,  will  not  deny 
that  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  he  must  have  regarded  the  orders  ia 
council  as  unjust,  and  wicked,  and  oppressive,  and  piratical, 
and  utterly  indefensible,  when  he  candidly  confesses,  that  a 
continuance  of  them  would  "  produce  the  effect  to  render  ani/ 
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•mOfroSoifS  who  dared  to  express  a  wish  for  (tie  success  andpros^ 
perit?/^  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr,  Otis  deprecated  a  war  with  England  as  one  of  the  migh- 
tiest evils.  He  appears  to  have  regarded  these  orders  as  not 
merely  cause  of  war — but  as  likely  to  produce  war,  if  contin- 
ued. 

What  language  shall  I  use,  reader,  to  fix  your  attention  to 
this  most  solemn  part  of  my  subject?  Mr.  Otis  is  so  thorough- 
ly impressed  with  a  conviction  of  the  injustice  of  the  orders  in 
council,  that  he  explicitly  states  to  his  correspondent,  that  the 
"  sentiment  of  indignation  thrmighout  the  couniry"  at  their  con- 
tinuance, " is  loud  and  universal  from  both  parties"  and  that 
*Uhe  effect  of  their  continuance  will  he  to  render  odious  every  ma?i 
who  dares  to  express  a  wish  for  thn  success  and  prosperity  ofEng- 
lamr — and  further,  that  "an  adJurencc  to  an  empty  punctilio  will 
sever  the  two  nations  perhaps  for  ewr/'  Let  it  be  observed  that 
tliese  declarations  were  made  January  14,  1812,  only  five 
aaonths  before  the  declaration  of  war — ^and  further,  that  no  al- 
teration or  mitigation  rf  the  rigor  of  ti^.ose  orders  had  taken 
place  when  war  was- declared^  When  these  points  are  duly 
weiy;hed,  let  the  reader  consider  that  this  s^me  Harrison  Gray 
Otis  ^vas  one  of  the  prime  movers  of  a  seditiousj  T  might  say  a 
treasonable  opposition  to  the  war,  on  the  ground  of  its  having 
been  "  profligate  and  unjust."  It  is  impossible  for  language  to 
do  jusiice  to  the  astonishment  these  reflections  are  calculated 
to  excite.  Mr.  Otis  was  a  member  of  the  senate  of  Mussachu- 
setts  in  February,  181 4,  when  a  rej)Oft  of  both  houses  declared, 
**  that  war,  so  fertile  in  calamities,  '•'■was  washed  with  the  worst 
possible  views^  and  carried  on  in  the  worst  possible  manner,  form- 
inor  an  union  of  rveakness  and  wickedness,  which  defies  for  a  par- 
allel the  annals  of  the  world  HT 

Here  1  close  this  part  of  the  discussion.     It  were  euperflu' 
ous  to  add  a  line.     The  reader  will   have  no  difficulty  to  de-- 
©ide. 

A  few  more  strong  facts,  and  I  shall  have  done. 

On  the  18th  of  December,  18<'8.  a  vote  was  taken  in  the 
bouse  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  on  the  following 
yesolutioa-: 

•'  Resolved,  That  tbf  United  States  cannot,  wrtliout  a  sacrifice  of  their  rights, 
boBor  ctnd  i  jd^'pendeoce,  submit  to  the  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France, 
"  *-iid  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows — yeas  118 — nays  2 
"  Yeas  —Messrs.  A.lexander,  W  \lston.  \a.  Mston,  Bacon,  Bard,  Biker,  Bas- 
sett.  Black  If  do:e  Blake,  Blount.  Boyd  Bo;le,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butle-,  Talhoua, 
Carophel!  Champ\<m  Chittenden,  Clav,  Clopton  Culpepper.  Cutts,  Dnvenpo7if\ 
Dawson,  Deane  Dp^ha,  Durell,  EUlio't,  Ely..  Findlny,  Fuk.  Franklin,  Gardner^ 
<jUraet,  Gholsoo,  Goodwyn,  Gray,  Green,  Harris,*  Heister^i  Helms,  Hyllandr 
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Holmes,  Howard,  Humphreys,  fsley,  J.  G.  Jackson,  R.  S.  Jackson,  Jenkiti*, 
Johnson,  Jones.  Kelly,  Ktnan,  Kay,  Kirkputrick,  Lambert,  Lewis,  Lloyd,  M.\- 
con.  Marion,  Masters,  M'Creery,  Milvor.  O.  Moiitgonu-ry,  J.  Montgomery,  N. 
R.  Moore,  T  Moore,  Jer  Moirow,  Jno  Morrow,  Mostly,  Mmnford,  Nelson, 
A'enbutd,  ^fewton,  Nicholas.  PUkin,  Porter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Ilea,  R!ici,  J. 
Richards,  M.  Richards,  Russel,  Say,  Seaver,  8haw,  Sloan,  Snjell,  Sinilie,  J  K. 
Smith,  J.  Smith,  Southard,  Stanford,  Stedman,  Slorer,  Sturga,  Tcggart.  Tall 
madge.,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Trigg,  Tr  up,  Upham,  Van  Allen,  fan  Curllandt, 
Van  Horn,  V^an  Rensselaer,  Verplanck,  V^harton,  Whitehill,  Wilbour,  Williamg, 
A.  Wilson,  N.  VVilt^on,  Winn.— 118. 

•'  Ways. — Messrs.  Gardenier,  Hoge. — 2." 

This  is  a  vote  of  immense  importance  in  the  decision  of  the 
question  which  I  have  been  discussing.  One  humdred  and 
eighteen  members,  out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty,  have  recor- 
ded their  deliberate  opinion  that  "  to  submit  to  the  edicts  of  G. 
Britain  and  FrancCy^  would  be  "  a  sax^rijice  of  the  rights,  honor, 
bndindcpaidence^^  of  the  United  States. 

Our  government  had  used  every  conceivable  peaceable 
means  to  induce  Great  Britain  to  revoke  her  orders  in  council, 
to  which,  according  to  those  gentlemen,  we  could  not  submit, 
without  "a  sacrifice  of  our  rights,  honi»r,  and  indcjiendence.'* 
But  every  eCTort  had  been  in  vain.  The  orders  in  council  re- 
mained  unrevoked. 

Yet  many  of  these  gentlemen,  thus  solemnly  pledged  and 
committed,  voted  against  the  war,  as  unjust,  and  unholy,  and 
■wicked  ;  and  spared  no  pains  to  excite  a  seditious,  a  treasona- 
ble oppposition  to  it,  on  the  pretext  of  that  injustice  and  wick- 
edness ! 

Can  the  human  mind  conceive  a  stronger  and  more  indefensi- 
ble contradiction  than  this?  It  is  impossible. 

The  war  was  in  resistance  of  the  orders  in  council,  and  ac- 
cording to  these  gentlemen  was  a  war  to  prevent  "a  sacrifice  of 
the  rights,  honor,  and  in<iependence  of  the  United  St  ites." — 
And  if  ever  war  can  be  just  and  holy,  it  is  surely  then  just  nnd 
boly,  when  it  is  waged  in  defence  of  "  the  rights,  honor,  and  in- 
dependence of  a  nation." 

I  cannot  allow  myself  to  believe,  that  I  shall  have  a  single 
reader  who  will  doubt  or  deny  the  correctness  of  this  inference. 
It  is  irresistible.  These  gentlemen  are  fairly  committed  in  the 
face  of  their  country,  and  of  all  Christendom. 

It  may  be  said,  and  has  been  said  ten  thous^jnd  times,  that  the 
aame  pledge  was  given  on  the  subject  of  the  French  decrees; 
and  that  war  ought  to  have  been  declared  against  one  nation  as 
^ell  as  the  other.  To  this  there  are  two  replies.  One,  that 
the  French  government  did  repeal  its  decrees,  although,  in  a 
very  ungracio'is  and  nncourteous  manner.  But  ungracious,  and 
uncourteous,  and  indecorous  a»  it  was,  tb.ey  were  repealedv — 
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That  this  was  the  fact,  I  appeal  to  Mr,  Otis.  He  has  complete- 
ly settled  this  point  for  ever.  On  the  14th  of  Jauu?.ry,  1812, 
as  we  have  seen,  in  a  coatidential  letter  to  a  friend,  he  declar- 
ed, not  that  the  decrees  were  unrepealed — but  that  ^'ihe  rcpecd 
was  less  formal  than  it  should  have  bcenJ'^  The  reader  who  does 
Dot  iiud  ihat  tills  is  a  decisive  admission  that  they  were  actual- 
ly repealed,  must  be  wilfully  blind. 

The  other  reply  embraces  an  important  fact.  When  the 
question  of  war  against  Great  Britain  was  under  discussion  ia 
congress,  Mr.  M'Kee,  of  Kentucky,  [O^  moved  for  a  declaration 
of  war  against  France  as  well  cus-  her  enemy.  The  motion,  on  a 
division  of  the  house,  was  negatived  by  a  very  large  majority. 
Ten  members  only*  voted  in  the  affirmative,  of  whom  3:7^  5ty- 
en  were  democrats — and  117'  but  three  federalists  !  All  the  other 
federalists  voted  in  the  negative]  This  for  ever  closes  the  clam- 
or on  the  subject  of  the  propriety  of  declaring  war  against 
France. 

Here  I  make  a  solemn  pause.  The  orders  in  council  were, 
as  we  have  seen,  one  of  the  most  prominent  grounds  of  war. — 
I  have  established  their  existence  and  their  flagitious  injustice 
at  the  lizne  of  that  declaration.  Yet  the  senate  of  Mabsachu- 
setis  has  declared  that  "  the  war  iva^  founded  in  falsehood!  t  T 

AVhen  I  stated  ili£  enormous  transit  duty  Ihe  British  ministry 
attemjited  to  collect  for  {XJ^ permission  to  trade  ruith  France^  I 
mentioned,  fliat  to  such  an  extravagant  length  was  their  viola- 
iion  of  neutral  rights  and  of  our  independent  sovereignty  car- 
ried, that,  wonderful  to  tell,  they  affected  to  consider  the  per- 
mission to  trade  on  these  terms,  as  a  special  favor !  Lest  the 
reader  might  doubt  or  disbelieve  this  astonishing,  this  mon- 
strous, this  dishonorable,  this  unparalleled  fact,  I  give  him  the 
most  unequivocal  authority — the  celebrated  Francis  James 
Jackson.  This  sentleman,  in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
dated  Oct.  1 1, 1809,  expressly  states — 

'■  [L^  The  option  given  1o  neutrals  to  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Brit- 
ain th^njgh  British  ports  ON  PAYMENT  OF  '<  TRANSIT  DUTY,  was  ori- 
giri.4i:y  devised  and  intended  as  a  MITIGATION  of  what  is  certainly  more  cor=- 
Tect,  but  morerieid  ii)  principle— THE  TOTAL  AND  UNQUALIFIED  IN- 
TERDICTION OF  ALL  TRADE  WITH  THE  ENEMY  !  !  " 

There  is  one  point  of  view  in  which  the  pretensions  of  Eng- 
land ought  to  be  considered,  to  show  their  palpable  and  shock- 
ing injustice,  their  utter  disregard  of  the  rights  of  this  nation, 

*  See  this  fact  stated  in  the  sprecb  of  Mr  Clay,  speaker  of  the  hoase  of  repre- 
ser-tatlve^of  the  United  States,  January  8,  IB  13,  Weekly  Register,  volume  iili 
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and  their  total  departure  from  the  most  solemn  professions  pre^ 
viously  made. 

By  these  professions  England  had  pledged  herself  to  repeal 
the  orders  in  council  as  soon  as  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  repealed,  so  far  as  those  decrees  affected  our  intercourse 
with  England.  We  had  no  right  to  demand  of  France  to  go 
further  than  thiB  in  her  repeal.  It  would  have  been  the  most 
arrogant  presumption  for  our  government  to  have  prescribed  to 
France  any  regulation  of  such  parts  of  her  trade  as  we  were 
not  interested  in.  Yet  England  did  require  a  repeal  of  her  de- 
crees as  they  affected  her  trade  with  other  nations,  as  a  sine  qua 
non  to  the  repeal  of  the  orders  as  they  affected  the  trade  of  the 
United  States. 

This  has  been  repeatedly  denied,  and  with  the  utmost  confi- 
d»ence.  But  denial  is  not  disproof  And  unfortunately  for  the 
friends  of  England,  the  fact  has  become  matter  of  historical  re- 
cord. It  is  to  be  found  in  a  document  of  the  most  indisputa- 
ble authenticity.  On  the  lOth  of  June,  1812,  only  eight  days 
before  the  declaration  of  war,  Mr.  Foster,  the  British  minister 
at  Washington,  wrote  a  letter  to  our  government^  in  which 
this  idea  is  distinctly  and  unequivocally  avowed  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

*'  I  have  no  hesitation,  sir,  in  saying,  that  Great  Britain,  as  the  case  has  hither- 
to stood,  never  did.  nor  ever  could  engage,  witr:out  the  grossest  injustice  to  her- 
self and  her  allies,  as  well  a«  to  ot'ier  neutral  nations,  to  repeal  her  orders,  as 
affecting  America  a'.oue,  leaving  them  in  force  against  other  ^trltes,  upon  a  condi- 
tion that  France  would  except,  singly  and  specially,  America  from  the  operatioD 
of  her  decreee." 

Whatever  reprobation  the  system  here  avowed  loudly  calls 
ff<r  on  the  ground  of  its  flaerrant  injustice,  we  must  approve  the 
candor  of  Mr.  Foster,  which  clothes  it  in  all  its  genuine  and 
intrinsic  deformity,  and  holds  it  up  to  the  abhorrence  of  the 
fair  and  upright  part  of  mankind  of  all  nations. 

Enocland  at  this  time  stood  pledged  to  this  country  by  repeat- 
ed declarations,  promulgated  with  the  utmost  solemnity,  to  pro- 
seed  pari  pas'fu  with  France.  But  notwithstanding  solemn 
pledges  so  often  reiterated,  she  at  last  fairly  comes  out  with  her 
declaration,  that  the  repeal  of  the  decrees  as  affecting  America 
w*as  to  produce  no  f»Tect  on  the  orders  in  council  as  affecting 
this  country.  That  is,  as  plainly  as  can  be,  that  unless 
We  could  prevail  on  France  to  cease  the  operation  of  her  de- 
crees uj)on  British  trade  generally,  we  had  no  reason  to  hope 
for  a  relaxation  of  the  rigor  and  injustice  of  her  orders  in  coun- 
cil.   This  13  a  new  explanatioa  of  a  pari  passii,  and  would  of 
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♦itself,  had  it  stood  alone,  afforded  full  justification  of  the  decla- 
ration of  hostilities. 

No  man  who  has  the  least  regard  to  his  character — who  is 
not  deprived  by  faction  and  party  violence  of  the  moral  sense 
— can,  after  a  perusal  of  the  preceding  observations  and  facts^ 
hesitate  what  sentence  to  pronounce  on  the  accusation,  that 
*'  the  rtkr  was  founded  in  falsehood.^^ 


CHAPTER  XLVI. 

Inquiry  into  the  justice  of  the  war  continued.  A  clear,  explicit , 
and  mianswerable  defence  of  it,  on  the  ground  of  impressment 
alone,  independent  of  all  the  oilier  grievances,  by  the  unexcep- 
tionable testimony  of  the  Hon.  James  Lloyd^  esq,  of  Massachie^ 
setts. 

Impressment. 

Of  the  enormity  of  this  horrible  grievance,  which  [CT'  cries 
to  heaven  for  vengeatice,  I  have  given  such  copious  details,  la 
chapters  31  to  38,  that  I  need  not  enter  deeply  into  it  here. 

That  it  was  ample  and  adequate  cause  of  war,  no  man  can 
deny,  who  reads  the  letter  from  commodore  Porter,  page  214— 
sr d  the  extract  from  the  log  book  of  the  Gaerriere,  page  21 5—- 
whereby  it  is  indisputably  established  that  there  were  no  less 
than  the  enormous  number  of  forty-five  American  impressed 
seamen  on  board  three  British  vessels. 

I  must  once  more  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  the  reader,  James 
Lloyd,  esquire.  When  I  shelter  myself  under  such  authority 
^s  Messrs.  Otis,  Pickering,  Lloyd,  &c.  I  deem  myself  impreg- 
nable. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  (he  Honorable  James  Lloyd  to  the  Honorable  Mr. 

Perkins. 

*'  If  Great  Britain  did  riaim  and  exercise  the  right  to  impress  into  her  service 
the  real  bona  fide  native  citizens  of  the  United  States,  an  interminable  war  with 
her,  or  with  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  (if  it  could  not  be  otherwise  prevented) 
iiiight  be  alike  just,  necessary  and  commendable.  The  ocean,  for  the  use  of  the 
great  fauaily  of  mankind,  should  own  no  chartered  privileges.  In  a  time  of  neu- 
trality, while  abstaining  from  injury  to  others  it  should  be  as  free  as  air  to  all 
who  navigate  it,  and  the  IMP RE^SMENT  OF  A  N  \T1VE  \MERICAN  CIT 
IZEN  innocent  of  crime,  and  owing  elsewhere  no  primary  or  paramount  allegi- 
ance, ^nd  prosecuting  a  lawful  commerce  in  a  vessel  of  his  own  country  i.«,  as  it 
respects  the  individual,  and  as  it  regards  an  infringement  of  rights,  \S  GROSS  A 
VIOLATION  A3  IP  HE  WERE  ARRESTED.  TORN  \ND  TRANSPORT- 
ED INI  O  SLAVERY  FROM  HIS  PATERNAL  ROOF  OR  DOMESTICS 
.\LTAR."'-Bostorj  Centinel,  IVIarcli  6,  1813. 
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The  mind  2;lows  with  auimsttion  on  reading  these  noble, 
these  dignified,  these  manly  sentiments,  worthy  of  the  most  il- 
lustrious heroes  of  the  revolution!  What  a  wondeful  contrast 
between  them  and  the  groveling  report  of  the  committee  of  t!ie 
legislature  of  Massachusetts !  This  single  extract  were  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  war,  had  there  been  no  other  groi^d  than 
im;)ressment  alone. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolutionary  uar, 
till  the  declaration  of  hostilities  took  place,  our  vessels  were 
arrested  wherever  met  with  by  British  vessels  of  war — the 
crews  overhauled — the  British  captains  seized  and  enslaved 
whom  they*  pleased — as  they  H>»re,  in  the  strong  language  of 
Cobbett—"  ACCUSERS,  WITNESSES,  JUDGES,  AND 
CAPTORS." 

England  would  have  made  war  against  all  the  nations  of  EiN 
ix)pe  in  succession,  had  they  dared  to  impress  her  seamen. — 
And  what  right  had  she  to  claim  a  religious  veneration  for  her 
flag,  when  she  was  in  the  daily  practice  of  violating  oura  in 
the  grossest  manner  ? 

I  request  the  reader's  attention  to  this  subject.  Mr.  Lloyd 
unites  "  the  claim''  and  "  the  exercise."  The  former  is  unim- 
portant in  itself,  and  does  not  affect  the  question.  Suppose 
England  to  "  claim  a  rigkt'  to  our  vessels — to  our  territory — 
to  our  persons — it  is  no  cause  of  war.  But  the  moment  she  at- 
tempts "•  to  exercise  the  right"  to  seize  any  of  them,  resistance 
becomes  a  duty. 

It  thus  appears,  that  the  expression  "  claim"  is  mere  verbiage. 
I  do  by  no  means  believe  it  was  employed  to  delude  the  reader. 
But  I  aver  that  such  is  its  effect. 

(XT' "  TVi^  exercise'^  then  "  by  Great  Britain,  of  the  right  to 
impress  into  her  service  the  real  bana  fide  native  citizens  (f  the  U, 
Sttitcsj  wGulJ,''  by  the  explicit  and  unexceptionable  declaration 
of  James  Lloyd,  '^^ justify  an  interminablf  war  with  h£r.'' 

The  question,  reader,  is  thus  reduced  within  a  narrow  com- 
pass. It  only  remains  to  be  ascertained  whether  "  she  exer- 
cised" the  execrable  "right  of  impressment"  of  "  real  bona  fide 
citizens"  or  not.  If  she  did,  the  war,  according  to  Mr  Lloyd, 
was  just.  To  prove  the  fict  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  I 
call  in  very  high  authority.  I  will  ij;ive  up  for  a  moment  my 
own  calculation  of  7000 — the  secretary's  statement  of  6*00 — 
and  even  lord  Castlereagh's  adrnission  of  1603.*  i  will  rely 
upon  the  committee  of  the  legislature  of  Massjchjselts,  and 

*  hcH-d  Castlereagh  in  the  British  parli  anaent,  I  am  assured  and  cooSdeqtly  be;' 
lleye,  a<?autted  this  number. 
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«pon  the  Rev.  Mr.  .Taggart,  member  of  congress  from  that 
state. 

The  latter  admits  there  were  three  hundred  impressed  Ame- 
rican seamen  on  isoard  the  British  navy  on  the  declaration  of 
war.  And  a  committee  of  the  house  of  represtiita.ives  of 
Massachusetts,  ("  [C?^  as  far  as  their  inqidries  went,'")  admit 
that  there  were  eleven  impressed  natives  of  the  siatc  on  J  -.ard 
that  navy. 

1  proceed  logically.  As  "  the  exercise  of  the  riglu"'  of  im- 
pressing the  UT^  "real  bona  tide  native  citizens  of  the  United 
States  into  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  would  justify  ..n  (U  in- 
Untiinahle  war  with  htr  cr  all  the  nations  of  the  carlii" — and  as 
we  have  clearly  established  that  there  went,  o::?^  at  all  events, 
300  native  citizens  of  the  United  States  so  impressed — i  fol- 
lows that  Mr.  Lloyd  must  justify  the  late  war — and  will  not 
dare  to  assert  that  it  was  ^'•founded  on  falsehoods''     Q.  E.  D. 

Before  1  close  the  siihject,  1  beg  leave  to  introduce  higher 
personages  on  the  stage. 

The  prince  regent  has  publicly  declared,  that,  "  it  is  known 
to  the  world  that  this  country  [G.  Britain]  was  not  the  aggressor 
in  this  war." 

And  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  in  their  proclamation,  dated 
April,  1814,  (see  page  60,)  express  their  regret  on  the  suiject 
of  '■''the  unprovoked  ascs^ression  of  the  American  s:ovenmient  in  de- 
claring war  after  all  the  causes  of  its  original  cmnplaint  had  been 
removed.'''' 

To  enter  the  lists  against  such  formidable  antagonists,  is  re- 
ally bold  and  daring.  But  I  venture  to  assert,  and  hope  I  have 
proved,  that  the  war  was  not  ''  founded  in  falsehood  ;" — that 
Great  Britain  was  notoriously  "  the  aggressor;" — and  that  none 
of  "  the  original  causes  of  complaint  had  been  removed"  previ- 
ous to  the  declaration  of  war. 

Just  as  this  page  w  as  going  to  press,  I  met  with  an  important 
document,  which  bears  powerfully  and  unanswerably  on  this  to- 
pic.   It  is  entitled 

**  An  abetract  of  the  returns  or  lists  rec^ved  from  gen.  Lyman,  of  America* 
seamen  and^itizens,  who  have  been  impressed  or  held  on  board  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty's ships  of  war,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1807,  till  the  3)st  of  March,  1809. 

The  whole  number  of  impressed  men  included  in  these  re- 
turns, is  873 
Of  whom  were  discharged  287 
Applications  unanswered  103 
In  ships  on  foreign  stations  48 
Deserted                                                                     32 
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British  subjects  •  98 

Having  voiuntarily  entered  34 

Married  in  England  ©r  Ireland  7 

The  remaining  264  were  refused  to  be  discharged  on  varioug 
grounds  of  irregularity  of  documents,  &:c.  6:c.  Bui  let  it  be 
borne  in  eternal  remembrance,  that  of  the  whole  number  873. 
there  were  only  98  mho  were  (hlaincd  as  British  subjects ! 

This  single  document  is  of  itself  abundantly  sufficient  to 
condemn,  beyond  the  poAver  of  a})peal  or  justification,  the  otii- 
ous  practice  of  impressment.  Eight  hundred  and  seventy  three 
persons,  sailing;  under  the  American  tlag,  which  ought  to  have 
ensured  tbem  full  and  complete  protection,  are  seized  with  ev- 
ery circumstance  of  outrati.e,  oppression,  injury,  and  injustice, 
as  British  subjects — are  torn  from  their  friends  and  families  and 
coimtry — are  compelled  to  fight  the  battles  ot  Great  Britain,  at 
the  risque  of  being  slaugbtereil  })y  her  enemies — they  are  sub- 
ject to  the  most  ignominious  purisbment,  if  they  dare  refuse  to 
serve;  and  jet,  cord  heavens !  what  an  a'^omination !  when 
their  cases  are  fully  investigated,  it  is  foi  nd  tbnt  only  98  of 
them  are  asserted  to  l)e — though  they  were  all  stolen  under  pre- 
leticr  that  tluy  were — British  subjects ! ! ! 

I  make  a  solemn  appeal  on  this  subject — not  to  the  United 
States — not  to  the  British  nntion — not  to  France — but  to  the 
whole  world — and  boldly  aver,  and  dare  contradiction,  that  no 
naiion  ever  perpetrated  such  atrocious,  such  horrible,  such 
lawless  violence  on  another  nation,  in  a  state  of  pretended  peace 
and  friendship ;  and  that  no  nation,  with  equal  means  of  defence 
and  offence,  ever  before  submitted  to  such  humiliation,  such  de- 
gradatioD.  as  has  been  heaped  on  the  United  States. 


CHAPTER  XLVII. 

Turbulence  of  Boston.  Bostem  acts  on  Massachusetts.  Massa- 
chusetts acts  on  the  other  eastern  states.  Jealousies  and  discord 
seduleusly  excite  el.  Hateful  picture  of  the  southern  states.—^ 
Cotmnercial  and  anti-co^nnnercial  states.  Enquiry  itiio  the 
claims  of  the  caster fi  states.  Yankeeistn.  Moral  and  reli- 
gious people. 

Boston,  the  metropolis  of  Massachusetts,  has  been,  for  a 
long  period,  Hn'l  more  particularly  since  the  close  of  the  reign 
of  federalism,  the  seat  of  discontent,  complaint  and  turbulence. 
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It  has  been  itself  restless  and  uneasy — and  has  spread  restless- 
ness and  uneasiness  in  every  direction.  It  has  thwarted,  har- 
r.issed,  and  embarrassed  the  general  government,  incomparably 
more  than  all  the  rest  of  the  u?iion  together. 

Whatever  difficulty  or  distress  arose  from  the  extraordinary 
circumstances  of  the  times — and  great  difficulty  and  distress' 
"\;\ere  inevitable — was  aggravated  and  mignitied  to  the  highest 
degree,  for  this  purpose  of  iu3aming  the  public  passions.  The 
leaders  in  the  business  were  clamorous,  when  we  were  at  peace 
in  1793,  and  in  1806,  for  war  c'gainst  England,  on  account  of 
her  depredations  on  their  commerce,  and  in  1807,  on  account 
of  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake.  They  were  equally  clamor- 
ous, as  we  have  seen,  in  1803,  for  wtr  against  Spain,  for  the 
interruption  of  the  right  of  deposit  at  New-Orleans,  and  de- 
nounced, in  the  most  virulent  style,  the  imbecility  and  coward- 
*ice  of  government.  Yet  from  the  moment  when  war  was  de- 
clared, they  clamoured  for  peace,  and  re{.robated  the  war  as 
wicked,  unjust,  and  unnecessary,  although  the  causes  of  war 
were  incomparably  greater  in  1812,  than  in  1793,  1803,  1806, 
or  1807.*  They  made  every  possible  etfort  to  raise  obstruc- 
tions and  difficulties,  in  the  persecution  of  the  war ;  and  \SJ* yet 
reprobated  the  administration  for  their  imbecility  in  carrying  it 
on.  They  reduced  the  government  to  bankruptcy,  as  I  trust  I 
shall  prove ;  and  115^  reproached  it  for  its  necessities  and  embar^ 
rassincnts.  In  a  word,  all  their  movements  have  had  and  still 
have  but  one  object,  to  enfteble  and  distract  the  government. — 
This  oljject  has  been  too  successfully  attained. 

With  a  population  of  only  33,000  inhabitants,  and  with  a 
commerce  quite  insignificant, compared  with  that  of  New-York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  or  Charleston,  Boston  has,  by  manage- 
ment and  address,  acquired  a  degree  of  influence  beyond  all 
proportion  greater  than  its  due  share — greater  in  fact  than  the 
above  four  cities  combiYi«d — a  degree  of  influence  which  has 
been  exercised  in  such  a  manner  as  to  become  dangerous  to 
public  and  private  prosperity  and  happiness, and  to  the  peace  and 
permanence  of  the  union.  It  brought  us  to  the  very  verge  of 
its  dissolution,  and  nearly  to  the  awful  consequence — a  civil 
war. 

The  movers  of  this  mighty  piece  of  machinery — this  lever 
that  puts  into  convulsive  motion  the  whole  of  our  political  fab= 
ric,  are  few  in  number.  But  they  are  possessed  of  inordinate 
wealth — of  considerable  talents — great  energy — and  overgrown 
infiiience.     They  afford  a  signal  proof  how  much  a  ftw  men 

*  See  chapters  43  and  44. 
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msLy  eiTect  by  energy  ami  concert,  more  especially  ^vlien  they 
are  not  very  scrupulous  about  the  means,  provided  tht  ends 
are  accomplished.  A  northern  confederacy  has  been  tlieir 
grand  object  for  a  number  of  years.  They  have  rejieatedly 
advocated  in  the  public  prints  a  separation  of  the  states,  on  ac- 
count of  a  pretended  discordance  of  views  and  interests  of  the 
different  sections. 

This  project  «f  separation  was  formed  shortly  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  federal  constitution.  Whether  it  was  ventured  be- 
fore the  public  earlier  than  1796,  i  know  not.  But  of  its  pro- 
mulgation in  that  year,  there  is  the  most  indubitable  evidence. 
A  most  elaborate  set  of  papers  was  then  published  in  the  city 
of  Hartford  in  Connecticut,  the  joint  production  of  an  associ- 
ation of  men  of  the  first  talents  and  infiuence  in  the  state. — 
They  appeared  in  the  Connecticut  Courr.ut,  published  by  Hud- 
son and  Goodwin,  two  eminent  printers,  of,  1  believe,  consider- 
able revolutionary  standing.  There  were  then  none  of  the 
long  catalogue  of  grievances,  which,  since  that  period,  have 
been  fabricated  to  justify  the  rec«nt  attempts  to  dissolve  the 
Tjnion.  General  Washington  was  president;  John  Adams,  an 
eastern  citizen,  vice-president-  There  was  no  French  influ- 
ence— no  Virginia  dynasty — no  embargo — no  non- intercourse 
— no  terrapin  policy — no  democratic  madness — no  war. — In 
fine,  every  feature  in  the  affairs  of  the  country  was  precisely 
according  to  their  fondest  wishes. 

These  essays  under  the  signature  of  Pelham,  were  republish- 
ed in  Philadelphia,  in  a  paper  called  the  New  World,  edited 
by  Mr.  S.  H.  Smith. 

To  sow  discord,  jealousy,  and  hostility  between  the  different 
sections  of  the  union,  was  the  first  and  grand  step  in  their  ca- 
reer, in  order  to  accomplish  the  favorite  object  of  a  separation 
of  the  states. 

In  fact,  without  this  efficient  instrument,  all  their  efforts 
would  have  been  utterly  unavailing.  It  would  have  been  im- 
possible, had  the  honest  yeomanry  of  the  eastern  states  contin- 
ued to  regard  their  southern  fellow -citizens  as  friends  and  breth- 
ren^  having  one  common  interest  in  the  promotion  of  the  gen- 
eral welfare^  to  make  them  instruments  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  intend  to  employ  them  to  operate  the  unholy  work  of  des- 
troying the  noble,  the  august,  the  splendid  fabric  of  our  union 
and  unparalleled  form  of  government. 

For  eighteen  years,  therefore,  the  most  unceasing  endeavours 
have  been  used  to  poison  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  east- 
ern slates  towards,  and  to  alienate  them  from,  their  feliow-citi- 
pens  of  the  southern.     The  people  of  the   latter  section  have 
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been  pourtrayed  as  denious  incaraate,  and  destitute  of  ail  the 
good  finalities  that  diguify  or  adorn  human  niture — that  ac- 
quire esteem  and  regard — that  entitle  tores])ect  and  veneration. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  virulence  of  these  caricatures ;  some  of 
which  would  have  suited  the  ferocious  inhabitants  of  New-Zea^ 
and,  ra»her  than  a  civilized  or  polished  nation. 

To  illustrate,  and  remove  all  doubt  on  this  suoject,  l-  subjoiii 
an  extract  from  Pelham's  essay.  No.  I. 

"  Negroes  are,  in  all  respects,  except  hi  regard  to  life  and  death,  the 
cattle  of  the  citizens  of  the  southern  states.  Ifihei^  icere  good  for  food, 
the  probabilily  is,  that  even  the  porver  of  destreying  their  lives  ivoidd  be  en- 
joyed  by  their  otcncrSi  as  fully  as  it  is  over  the  lives  of  their  cattle.  It  can" 
7iot  bz,  thai  their  laws  prohibit  the  owners  from  killing  their  slaves,  because 
those  slaves  are  hmnan  beings,  or  because  it  is  a  moral  evil  to  destroy  them. 
If  that  were  the  case,  how  can  tbey  justify  their  being  treated,  in  all 
other  respects,  like  brutes  7  for  it  i*  in  this  point  of  vi(»\v  alone,  that  ne- 
groes in  the  southern  states  are  considered  in  fact  as  di^'erentfrorn  catUe, 
They  are  bought  and  sold — they  are  ftd  or  kept  hungry — they  are  cloth- 
ed, or  reduced  to  nakedness — the}'  are  beaten,  turned  out  to  the  fury  of 
the  elements,  and  torn  from  their  dearest  connexions,  tcith  as  little  re-= 
morse  as  if  they  u-ere  beasts  cfthefehU^ 

Never  was  there  a  more  infamous  or  unfounded  caricature 
than  this — never  one  more  disgraceful  to  its  author.  It  may 
not  ^)e  amiss  to  state,  that  it  greatly  enhances  the  turpitude  of 
the  writer,  that  at  the  period  when  the  above  was  written,  there 
were  many  slaves  in  Connecticut,  who  were  subject  to  all  the 
disadvantag;es  that  attended  the  southern  slaves. 

lis  vile  character  is  further  greatly  aggravated  by  the  consid- 
eration that  a  large  portion  of  these  very  negroes,  and  tlieir 
ancestors,  had  been  pnrchaged  and  rent  from  their  homes  ant?^ 
families,  by  citizens  of  the  eastern  states,  who  were  actually  at 
that  moment,  and  long  afterwards,  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade, 

I  add  a  few  more  extracts  from  Pelham : — 

"  We  have  reached  a  critical  period  in  our  political  existence.  The 
question  must  soon  be  decided,  whether  ice  will  continue  a  nation,  at  the 
expense  even  of  our  union,  or  sink  with  the  present  mass  of  difficulty  into 
confusion  and  slavery. 

'*  ]Many  advantages  were  supposed  to  be  secured,  and  many  evils  a- 
voided,  by  an  union  of  the  states.  I  shall  not  deny  that  the  supposition 
was  well  founded.  But  at  that  time  those  advantages  and  those  evils 
were  magnified  to  a  far  greater  size,  than  either  would  be  if  the  ques- 
tion was  at  this  moment  to  be  settled. 

"  The  northern  states  can  subsist  as  a  nation,  a  republic,  without  any 
connexion  u-ilh  the  southern.     It  cannot  be  contested,  that  if  the  southern 
states  were  possessed  of  the  same  political  ideas,  an  union  would  still  be 
more  desirable  than  a  separation.     I>ut  when  it  becomes  a  serious  ques-  . 
t!Qu,  whether  ws^  shall  ^ive  ap  our  government,  jor  part  wi th -the  states  - 
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south  of  the  Potomac,  no  man  north  of  that  river,  whofe  heart  is  net 
l!ioruuj;hly  (Ifmocralic,  can  hesitate  what  decision  to  male. 

"  1  f-hall  in  the  future  (rapers  cotifider  some  of  tl;e  great  events  wliich 
will  lead  to  a  separalion  (if  (he  Unilcd  Slntts  ;  show  the  importance  of  re- 
taining theii-  present  constitiitiun,  evfn  at  the  expense  of  a  fjpparation  ; 
endtaiour  to  j)i'uve  the  vnpossibllit'j  of  un  union  for  anj/  long  period  in  fii' 
ture.  Loth  from  Ike  moral  and  political  habits  vfihe  citiztMs  ojf  the  sonlliern 
states  ;  ami  'inaliy  examine  carefully  to  f-ee  wlietlaer  ue  have  not  already 
approached  the  era  V}hen  iluj  must  be  divided.''^  " 

It  is  im[)0S3ib!e  for  a  man  of  intelligence  ami  cmdor  lo  read 
tliese  extracts,  without  feelin'^  a  decided  conviction  llir.t  the 
^vriter  and  his  friends  were  delei  raineil  to  use  all  their  endeav- 
ours to  dissolve  <he  union,  an  1  cn.Umier  civil  war  and  all  its 
liorrors,  in  order  to  promote  th»'ir  [lersonal  views.  This  alVurds 
n  c^m,)lei.c  clue  lo  ail  the  seditious  |>roceedin;;;3  tiiat  haveoc- 
earrcdsinceth.il  period — tlie  uncea-^ing  elTovfs  to  excite  ihe 
l)ublic  laind  to  that  Lverieli  state  of  discord,  jealousy,  and  e::- 
nsperation,  which  \va»  nccc5S..ry  to  .ircpt^***^  »(  fjr  cou\  ulsjon. 
The  parties  inlvrested  would,  on  the  sl.iJ2;ecf  a  separate  confcd- 
Cjacy  peiforni  the  Lirilliiint  j)>jrts  uf  kin:rs,  and  princes,  j^enerals 
and  generalissimos — whereas  on  the  grand  3la:e  of  a  jreneral 
union,  emhraciug  all  llie  states,  they  are  obliged  to  sustain  char- 
acters of  perlnps  a  second  or  third  rate.  "  Belter  to  rule  in  hclly 
than  obey  in  heaven.''^ 

The  unholy  spirit  that  inspired  the  writer  of  the  above  ex- 
tracts, has  been,  f;  oni  that  hour  lo  the  present,  incessantly  em- 
ployed to  excite  hostility  between  the  difterent  sections  of  the 
union.  To  such  horrilde  lengths  has  tliis  spirit. been  carried, 
that  m:iny  parHgra;dis  have  occasionilly  a[)peared  in  the  Bos- 
ton papers,  intended,  and  well  calculated  to  excite  the  nesjroes 
of  the  southern  states  to  rise  and  massacre  their  masters.  This 
Avili  undoubtedly  appear  incredible  to  (he  reader.  It  is  never- 
theless sacredly  true.  It  is  a  species  of  turi)itude  and  base- 
ues?,  of  which  the  world  hns  produced  few  examples. 

Thus  some  progress  was  made.  But  it  vv.is  inconsiderable. 
While  the  yeomanry  of  the  eastern  states  were  enriched  by  a 
benencial  commerce  with  the  so  sthern,  they  did  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  quarrel  with  them  for  their  supjiosed  want  of  a  due 
degree  of  piety  or  morality. 

A  deeper  game  was  requisite  lo  be  jilaj^ed,  or  .:II  the  pains 
taken  so  far,  would  have  been  wholly  fruitless.  And  this  was 
sedulously  undertaken.  The  press  literally  groaned  with  ef- 
forts to  prove  five  i>oiuts,    rbony  destiriv.e  <jf  founcUtion. 

First,  Tijat  the  eastern  staler  were  supereminently  commer- 
cial. 
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Secondly,  That  the  states  south  of  tlie    Susquehanna  werc- 
wholly  agricultural. 

Thirdly,  That  there  is  a  natural  and  inevitable  hostility  be- 
tween commercial  and  agricultural  states. 

Fourthly,  That  this  hostility  has  uniformly  pervaded  the 
whole  southern  section  of  the  union.     And 

Fifthly,  That  all  the  measures  of  congress  were  dictated  by 
this  hostility;  and  were  actually  intended  to  ruin  the  commer- 
cial, meaning  tlie  eastern  states. 

I  do  not  assert  that  these  miserable,  these  contemptible,  these 
deceptious  positions  were  ever  laid  down  in  a  regular  form,  af 
theses  to  argue  upon.  But  I  do  aver,  that  they  form  a  basis  of 
three-fourths  ©f  all  the  essays,  paragraj)hs,  squib?,  and  crackers, 
that  have  appeared  in  the  Boston  papers  against  the  administra- 
tion for  many  years  past.  "  The  Road  to  Ruin,"  ascribed  te 
John  Lowell,  now  liefore  me,  is  remarkable  for  its  virulence, 
its  acrimony,  its  intemperance,  and  for  the  talents  of  the  writer. 
He  undoubtedly  places  his  subject  in  the  strongest  point  of  light 
possible  for  such  a  subject.  But  if  you  extract  from  his  essays, 
the  assumption  of  these  jiositions,  all  the  rest  is  a  mere  caput 
martuum — all  "  sound  and  fury."  On  these  topics  the  changes 
are  rung  in  endless  succession.  The  same  observation  will  ap- 
ply, and  with  equal  force,  to  hundreds  and  thousands  of  essays 
and  paragraphs,  written  on  the  same  topic. 

Never  was  the — s^itta  non  ri,  sed  scepe  cadendo — more  com- 
pletely verified.  These  positions,  however  absurd,  however 
extravagant,  however  ridiculous  they  appear  in  their  naked 
form,  have,  by  dint  of  incessant  repetition,  made  such  an  im- 
pression upon  the  minds  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
eastern  states,  that  they  are  as  thoroughly  convinced  of.  their 
truth,  as  of  any  proi^lem  in  Euclid. 

Boston  having  acted  upon  and  infiamed  Mftssaehusetts,  that 
state  acted  upon,  and  put  in  movement,  the  rest  of  the  eastern 
states,  more  particularly  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island.  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont  are  but  partially  infected  with  the 
turbulent  and  Jacobinical  spirit  that  predominates  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

It  thus  happens,  that  a  people  proverbially  orderly,  quiet,  so- 
ber, and  ration  d,  were  actually  so  highly  excited  as  to  be  ripe 
for  revolution,  and  ready  to  overturn  the  whole  system  of  so- 
cial order.  A  conspiracy  was  formed,  which,  as  1  have  stated^ , 
and  as  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  promised  fair  to  [)roduce  a 
convulsion — a  dissolution  of  the  unif^n — and  a  civil  war^  unlese 
the  seduced  people  of  that  section  of  the  iihIqh  could  bexecci? 
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ered  from  the  fatal  delusion  they  hibored  under,  and  restored  lo 
their  reason. 

1  shall  very  briefly,  and  without  much  attention  to  order  or 
regularity,  consider  these  positions.  They  are  not  entitled  to 
a  serious  refutation,  but  merely  as  they  have  been  made  the  in- 
struments of  producing  so  much  mischief. 

Before  I    touch  upon  the   commerciid  points,  I  shall   offer  a 
few  observations  on  the   high   and  exalted   pretensions  of  the 
people  of  the  eastern  states,  to  superior  morality  and   religion, 
over  the  rest  of  the  union.    There  has  not  been,  it  is  true,  (juite 
60  much  parade  with  these  exclusive  claims  as  on  the  sul.ject 
of  commerce.     Perhaps  the  reason  is,  that  there  was   no  polit- 
ical purpose  to  be  answered  by   them.     But  that  the  people  of 
that  section  of  the  union  are    in  general  thoroughly  persuaded 
that  they  very  f^'  excel  the  rest  of  the  nation  in   loth  religion 
and   morals,  no  man  who   has  been  conversant  with  them  can 
deny.     This   folly  of  self-righteousness,  of  exalting  ourselves 
above  others,  is  too  general  all   over  the  world;  but   no  where 
more  prevalent,  or  to  greater  extent,  than  in  the  eaitern  states. 
To  pretend  to  institute  a  comparison  between  the  religion  and 
morals  of  the  people  of  Boston  and  those  of  Philadelphia,  New- 
York,  or  Baltimore,  would  l>e   regarded  as  equally  extravagant 
and  al>surd,  with  a  comparison  of  the  gambols  of  a  cow  to  the 
sprightly  and  elegant  curvetings  of  an  Arabian  couiser.     The 
Rev.  Jedediah  Morse  has  in  sovne  degree  devoted  his  geografthy 
to,  and  disgraced  it  by,  the  perpetuation  of  this  vile  prejudice. 
Almost  every  page  that  respects  his  own  section  of  the  union 
is  highly  encoraiasLic.     He  colours  with  the  flattering  tints  of 
a  partial  and  enamoured  friend.     )iut   when  once  he  passes  the 
Susquehannah,  what  a  hiifeous  reverse  ! — Almost  every   thing 
is  there  frightful   caricature.     Society  is  at  a  low  and  melan- 
choly eb!),  and  all  the  sombre  tints  are  employed  to  elevate,  by 
the  contrast,  his  favonte  Elysium,  the  eastern  states.     He  dips 
his  pen  in  gall  when  he  has  to  pourtray  the   manners,  or  ha  h;5, 
or  religion,  of  Virginia,  or  Maryland,  either  of  the  Carobiias 
er  Georgia,  or  the  western  country. 

I  should  enter  far  into  the  consideration  of  this  procf^dure 
©f  Mr.  Morse,  but  that  it  has  been  aSly  discussed  by  a  suj  eri- 
®r  pen.  The  editor  of  the  Port  Folio,  himself  a  decided  fed- 
eralist, reprobates,  and  pronounces  a  just  and  eternal  rondera- 
nation  on  the  iliiberality  of  making  a  school,  or  indeed  any 
f  ther  book,  a  vehicle  to  excite  animnsities  between  fellow-citi- 
xens   of  diffeient  portions  of  the  same  nation. 

The  character  of  the  eastern  states  for  morality  has  been 
various  at  various  times.    Not  k)ng  since  it  \vas  at  a  very  lov 
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«kb  indeed,  it  is  within  the  memory  of  those  over  whose 
cisiiis  no  razor  has  ever  mowed  a  harvest,  that  Yankee  and 
sharj)er  were  regarded  as  nearly  synoninious.  And  this  was 
not  among  the  low  and  illiberal,  the  base  and  vulgar.  It  per- 
vaded ail  ranks  of  society.  In  the  middle  an<l  southern  slates 
traders  were  universally  verj'^  much  on  their  guard  against  Yan- 
kee tricks  when  dealing  with  those  of  the  eastern. 

They  now  arrogate  to  themselves  (and,  for  party  purposes, 
their  claims  are  sometimes  admitted  Ijy  their  political  friends) 
to  be,  as  I  have  stated,  a  superior  order  to  their  fellow  citizens. 
They  look  down  upon  those  of  the  southward  with  as  much 
contempt,  and  with  as  much  foundation  too,  as  did  the  Phari- 
see of  old  on  the  despised  Publican. 

Both  of  those  views  are  grossly  erroneous.  They  never,  as 
a  4jeople,  merited  the  opprobrium  under  which  they  formerly 
labored.  There  were,  it  is  true,  many  worthless  miscreants 
ajnong  them,  who,  on  their  emigration  to  the  other  states,  were 
guilty  of  base  tricks,  which,  by  an  illiberality  disgraceful  to  our 
species,  but  nevertheless  very  common,  were  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  entire  people  of  the  eastern  states,  and  broaglit 
them  under  a  mosf  undeserved  odium. 

I  feel  a  pride  and  pleasure  in  doing  justice  to  the  yeomanry 
of  the  eastern  states.  They  will  not  suffer  in  a  comparison 
Tv'ith  the  same  class  of  men  in  any  part  of  the  world.  They 
are  upright,  sober,  orderly,  and  regular — shrewd,  intelligent, 
and  well-informed — and  I  believe  there  is  not  a  greater  degree 
of  genuine  native  urbanity  among  the  yeomanry  of  any  coun- 
try under  the  canopy  of  heaven.  And  it  is  lamentable  and  un- 
accountable how  they  have  allowed  themselves  to  be  so  egre- 
gio»»sly  duped  as  they  have  been.  I  have  known  them  long: 
and  m}'^  respect  for  them  has  gradually  increased  in  proportion 
as  my  knowledge  of  them  has  extended.  But  I  shall  never 
admit  any  exclusive  or  supereminent  clnim  to  the  virtues  which 
I  know  they  possess.  And  I  have  no  hesitation  in  averring, 
that  although  Boston,  or  Hartford,  or  Newhaven,  may  exhibit 
rather  more  appearance  of  religion  and  piety,  than  New-York, 
or  Philadelphia,  or  Baltimore,  yet  the  latter  cities  possess  as 
much  of  the  reality.  It  v\ould  astonish  and  frighten  many  of 
the  pious  people  in  New-York  or  Philadelphia,  to  be  informed 
— but  they  may  nevertheless  rely  upon  the  information  as  indu- 
bitably true — that  a  large  portion  of  the  clergy  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  are  absolute  Unitarians ;  and  scout  the  idea  of  the  di- 
vinity of  Jesus  Christ  as  completely  and  explicitly  as  ever  Dr. 
Priestly  did.  This  is  a  digression.  I  did  not  intend  to  intro- 
duce it.    But  siace  it  is  here,  let  it  remain.    And  let  me  ad^ 
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that  the  present  principal  of  Harvard  College  was  known  (o  lie 
an  Unitarian  when  he  was  elected.  This  lict  establishes  the 
very  great  extent  and  prevalence  of  the  doctrine. 


CHAPTER  XLVIII. 

Arrogance  of  the  claims  of  tlie  eastern  states  on  the  stihjed  of 
commerce.  Statistical  tables.  Comparison  of  the  exports  of 
the  several  states* 

The  high  and  sounding  pretensions  of  the  eastern  states  on 
the  subject  of  commerce  have  been  almost  universally  admitted. 
No  person  has  ever  thought  it  worth  while  to  examine  into  the 
actual  state  of  the  facts.  It  has  been  presumed,  that,  in  a  mat- 
ter where  falsehood  and  deception  were  so  easily  detected,  such 
confident  assertions  would  not  be  hazarded,  unless  they  rested 
on  a  strong  foundation.  And  in  drawing  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  the  eastern  states  and  the  rest  of  the  union,  in  the 
minds  of  the  mass  of  the  community,  all  to  tlie  north  and  east 
of  the  line  was  regarded  as  devoted  exclusively  to  commerce  j 
all  to  the  south  an<l  west,  chiefly  to  agriculture. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  a  greater  mistake.  The' 
reader  will  be  astonished  at  the  view  I  shall  lay  before  him. — 
I  have  been  inexpressibly  suqirised  myself,  and  even  now  can 
hardly  credit  my  own  statements.  They  are  nevertheless  in- 
disputable. 


X 

m 

TABLE  A. 

Table 

of  Exports  from  the  United  States,  of  FOREIGN  and  domestic  pre- 

durl 

ions  and  manu 

faclureSjfrotn 

1791  /ol802. 

Carefully  extracted  from 

the  I 

treasury  returns. 

Massttchriselis. 

New-  York. 

Pennsvlrania. 

S.  Carolina. 

Maryland. 

1791 

2,519,000 

2,605,000 

3,436,000 

2.693,000 

2,239,000 

1T92 

2,888,000 

2,535,000 

3,820,000 

2,428,000 

2,623,000 

1T5S 

3,755,000 

2,932,000 

6,958,000 

3,191.000 

3,665,000 

1T94 

5,292,000 

5,442,000 

6,643,000 

3,867,000 

5.6C6.000 

1795 

7,117,000 

10,304,060 

11,518,000 

5,998,000 

5,811,000 

1796 

9,949,000 

12,208,000 

17,513,000 

7,620.000 

9,201,000 

1797 

7,5,02,000 

13,308^000 

11,446,000 

6,505,000 

9,811.000 

1798 

8,639,000 

14,300,000 

8,915,000 

6,994,000 

12,746,000 

1799 

11,421,000 

18,719,000 

12.4S1,000 

8.729,000 

16,299,000 

lOOO 

11,326,000 

14.045,000 

11,949,000 

10.663,000 

12,264.000 

18dt 

14,870,000 

19,851,000 

17,438,000 

14.304,000 

12,767,000 

UQ2. 

13,492,00d 

1S,792,0»>0 

12,677,000 

10,639,000 

7,9U,000 

$98,770,000 

12^,941,000 

124,744,000 

83,6^,000  101,026,00*' 
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ConnecLicut      Rhodt  I$lj.nd.     Virginia.       Georgia.  JV.  Hampshire . 

1791  71C\000         470,000         3,131,000       491,000  142.000 

179£  879,000         698.000         3,552,000       459,000  IGlM'O 

1T93  770.000         616,000         2,9F7,0f'0      52«;,0.i0  198,000 

1794  8«t.000         954,000         S,S:'1.000       i^63,000  152  000 

1793  819.000      1,252.000         3,490,000       655,000  £!:y,C»00 

17^G  l,45i:,000      1,589.000  5,^:6«.,0(*0       9:0.000  S78.C00 

1797  814,000         975,000  4,906.000      64i,000  275.0UO 

1793  763,000         947  000  6.1  =  .-^  000       961.000  561.0U0 

1799  1,143,000     1,055.000  6,9r'^:  000     1,596,000  ^6!.O0Q 

1^:00  l,ll-i,000     1,3^:2,000  4,4^^0.000     1,174  000  4Si,.000 

1S01  1,446,0G0     1,83^.000  5,65;!.  00     l,15o,000  555,000 

1102  l,tO'3.000    2,433,000  3,978  00';     1,854,000  565,000 


$  l^,3i.>,000  14,113,000       53.1^25  000  11,162,000       3,829  000 


J  critiont. 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1195 
1796 
1797 
1798 

1799  20.000 

1300  57,('i)0 

1801  57,000 

1802  SI  000 


i\'.  Co  rob  7m. 

IVav  Jei  cKy. 

Dclijvire. 

5^:14  000 

26,000 

119,000 

5?<.0(.'0 

£3.000 

ISS.COO 

36:  000 

54,000 

95'. 000 

3i't  Oi.'O 

58,000 

£07  oco 

49:  <.oo 

1:50,000 

15  .000 

671.000 

59.000 

201000 

5^0  000 

IS.OOO 

9>,C00 

53^,000 

61.000 

183.000 

4f.'.000 

9.000 

297.0»  0 

76*,000 

V       £.000 

4r^,ooo 

874,000 

25.000 

66-000 

6  5  i'.  000 

£6.000 

440  000 

$  165,000  6,764,000  491,000  3,009,000 

N.  15.  In  the  preceding  table  of  expoitp,  the-  figures  below  thonssnds 
are  uniformly  omitted,  as  not  material  to  the  salculation—aiad  afiecting 
equally  both  sides  of  the  que.«iion. 

Comparaiive  views  of  the  experts  from  the  (liferent  sicdes,  of  for- 
cign  and  (Ic.nesiic  ariicks,  from  1791   to  \Z02,  inclusively, — 
See  Table  A. 

I.  Maryland  exported  eight  times  as  much  as  Conjac client ; 
SRven  times  as  raucli  as  Rhode  Island  ;  two  per  cent,  more  tl:aa 
"  the  great  commercial  state''  of  rdass.Tluisetts ;  and  verj  near- 
ly as  much  as  Massachusetts^  Newhampshire,  and  Vermont 
united. 

Maryland  f'  101,026,000 

Massachusetts  98,770,000 

iS-e«'h^.Tn;  ■shire  3,829,000 

¥ermoat  '^■-  165,000 

»— 102,764,000 
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Connecticut  12,328,00w 

Rhode  Island  14,113,000 

II.  Maryland  exported  above  230  per  cent,  inorc  than  New- 
Hampshire^  Fcnncnt,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island. 

IVIarvlahd  101,26,000 

Ne\vliampshir€  3,829,000 

Yerraont  103,000 

Connecticut  12,328,000 

Rhode  Island  14,113,000 

30,435,000 

III.  South  Carolina  exported  nearly  six  times  as  much  as 
Rhode  Island;  nearly  seven  tinges  hs  much  as  Coiinecticpt ; 
above  twenty  times  as  much  as  Newhampshire;  five  hundred 
times  as  much  as  Vermont;  and  MO  per  cent,  more  than  those 

fcvr  slates. 

South  Carolina  83,031,000 

Ne^vhamps^i^e  3.829.000 

Conneciicut  12,328,000 

.   BhA.de  Island  14,1J3.000 

Vermont  165,000 

30,435,00a 

IV.  Virginia  expoiried  73  per  cent,  more  than  the  four  minor 
eastern  states. 

Virjrinia  53,125,000 

K.  Hampshire,  Vermont,  &c.    See  "No.  2.  30,435,000 

V.  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  exported  8  per  cent,  more 
than  the  ti\  e  ^'  great  comnicrcial  eastern  states.'''' 

Virginia  53,125,000 

South  Carolina  83,031,000 


136,756,000 


Massachusetts  98,770,000 

T^.  Hampshire,  Vermont,  &c.  30,435,000 

1 29,205,000 

VI.  North  Carolina  exported  70  per  cent,  more  than  New- 
Hampshire  and  Vermont. 

North  Carolina  *  5,764,000 

Newh^mpshire  3,829,000 

Vermont  165,000 

♦  .3,994,000 
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VII.     Georgia  exported  nearly  as  much  as  Connecticut: 


Georgia 
Connecticut 


12,162, 00/> 
12,328,000 


VIII.     []lF  Tlie  Jive  southern  states  exported  nearly  twice  as 
muck  as  the  Jive  great  eastern  states ! ! ! 


Maryland 

Virginia  u  _  _ 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia  _  _  - 

Five  eastern  states.     See  2^o.  5. 


IC  1,026,000 

53.  r25.000 

6,764,000 

83,631.000 

12,162,000 


-256,708,000 
129,203,000 


IX.     Pennsylvania  exported  nearly  as  much  as  the  "  five 
«:reat  commercial  eastern  states." 


Pennsylvania 

Five  eastern  states.     See  No.  5. 


124,744,000 
129,203,008 


TABLE  B. 


FOREIGN  PRODUCTIONS  and  MANUFACTURES  exported  from  the 
United  Sliites  from  1 803  to  18 13.    Carefully  taken  from  the  treasury  returns. 


Mn'.sackuietis. 

1803  ^3,369.000 

1804  10,^91,000 

1805  13.7S3.000 
1306  14,577,000 

1807  13,9t6  000 

1808  3,619,000 

1809  6,119.000 
1310  7,231.000 

1811  5,192,000 

1812  2.648,000 

1813  29;.000 


Connecticut, 

1803    $10,000 

29,000 

90.000 

193,000 

103,000 

15,000 


1804 
180.7 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 


11,000 

5.000 

38,000 

5,000 


New-  York. 

3,191,000 

8.580.000 

13,384,000 

13,709,000 

16,400,000 

3.243.000 

4.232,000 

6.313,000 

3,518,000 

2,338,000 

1,124,000 


Pennsylvania. 

3,504,000 

6,851,000 

9,397,000 

13,809  000 

12,0*3,000 

2,94H,000 

4,810,000 

6,241,000 

3,865.000 

1,313  000 

327,000 


81,.321,000        78,052,000        63,118,000 


Rhode  hland. 

611.000 

817,000 
1,506,000 
1,142,000 

913.000 

102000 

626,000 

45^^,000 
621000 

150,000 
2,000 


Virginia. 
151,000 
395,000 
660,000 
428,000 
367,000 
18  000 
107000 
189,000 
23,000 
17.000 


S.  Carolina. 

947,000 

2,309  000 

3,103,000 

2,946.000 

3,783,000 

260,000 

383,000 

403  000 

210.000 

11,000 

53,000 


Maryland. 
1,371,000 
5,213,000 
7,450.000 
10,919,000 
10,282  000 
1,956,000 
4.(136.000 
3,213,000 
2,820.000 
1,929.000 
1,005,000 


14,420,000        50,214,000 


501,000  0,953,000 


2,355,000 


Georgia. 
25,000 
74,000 
43,000 

34,000 


3.000 
Il,f0O 


1§0,00Q 


N.  Hampshire. 

51,000 

262,000 

213.000 

383,009 

314,000 

2,000 

8^,000 

9,000 

53,000 

9.000 


!, 336,000 
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Vermont. 

JV.  Carolina, 

New-Jersey. 

Delaware. 

1803 

27,000 

26,U00 

240,000 

1804 

65,000 

9,000 

517,000 

1803 

67,000 

12,000 

280,000 

1806 

102,000 

3,000 

7.000 

374,000 

1807 

53,000 

4,000 

5,000 

];5I,000 

1808 

25,000 

8,000 

70,000 

1809 

49,009 

50,000 

41,000 

1810 

26,000 

2,000 

37,000 

40,000 

1811 

538,000 

4,000 

1812 

131,000 

181G 

1,000 

1,075,000 

61,000 

107.000 

1,713,000 

Comparative  views  of  foreign  arl ides,  exported  /rom  1803  to  iZiS.     See 

preceding  Table  B. 

I.     Maryland  exported  above  five  times  as  much  as  the  four 
minor  eastern  states. 

Maryland  50,214,000 

Conneeticut  501,000 

Rhode  Island  6,963,000 

New  Hampshire  1,386,000 

Vermont  1,075,000 


9,915,000 


II.  South  Carolina  exported  nearly  twice  as  much  as  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island  ;  above  ten  times  as  much  as  New 
Hampshire ;  and  above  forty  per  cent,  more  than  the  four  mi- 
nor eastern  states. 

South  Carolina  14,420,000 

Connecticut  501,000 

Rhode  Island  6,953,000 

—  7,454,000 

New  Hampshire  J ,386,000 

Four  minor  eastern  states,  No.  1.  9,915,000 

III.  Maryland  and  South  Carolina  exported  nearly  eighty 
per  cent,  of  the  amount  exported  by  Massachusetts. 

Maryland  50,214,000 

South  Carolina  14,420,000 

=-, —  64,634,000 

MassachusettB  81,314,000 
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IV.     Virginia  exported  above  twenty  per  cent,  more  than 
Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire. 

Virginia  2,355,000 

Connecticut  501,000 

New  Hampshire     ,  1,386,000 


1,887,000 


TABLE  C. 


DDMESTTC  PRODUCTIONS  and    MAXUFACTURES    exported 
from  the  Untied  States  from  it03  to  1813,  carefully  extracted  from  the 
treasury  return?, 

Massachusetts,  New-York.  Pennsylvania.  S.  Carolina.  Maryland. 

1803  $5,399,000  7,026,000  4,021,000  6,863.000  3,707,000 

1804  6,303,000  7,501,000  4,178  000  5,142,000  3,938,000 
1305   5,€97,000  8,098,000  4,365,000  5,95  7,000  3,408,000 

1806  6,621,000  9,053,000  3,765,000  6,797,000  3,661,000 

1807  6,185,000  9,957,000  4,809,009  7,129,000  4,016,000 

1808  1,508,000  2,362,000  1,066,000  1,404,000   764.000 

1809  6,022,000  8,348,000  4,238,000  2,861,000  2.570,000 

1810  5,761,000  10,928,000  4,751,000  4,881,000  3,275,000 
1311  6,042,000  8,747,000  5,694,000  4,650,000  4,553,000 

1812  3,935,000  0,603,000  4,660,000  2,024,000  3,956,000 

1813  1,314,000  1,060,000  8,249,000  2,815,000  2,782,000 


54,986,000  85,283,000  44,796,000  50,523,000  36,630,0€0 


Connecticut.  R.  Island.      Virginia.      Georgia.      N.  Hampshire. 

1803  $1,238,000     664,000     5,949,000  2,345,000"  443,000 

1804  1,486,000  917,000     5,394,000  2,003,000  453,000 

1805  1,353,000  1,065,000  4,945,000  2,351,000  389,000 

1806  1,522,000  949,000  4,626,000    82,000  411,000 

1807  1,519,000  741,000  4,393,000  3,710,000  365,000 

1808  397,000  139,000   508,000    24,000  1?2,000 

1809  6-^5,000  658,000  2,786,000  1,982,000  201,000 

1810  762,000  874,000  4,032,000  2,234,000  225,000 

1811  994,000-  944,000  4,798,000  2,557,000  315,000 
181^  720,000  604,000  2,983,000  1,066,000  194,000 
1813   968,000  23J,000  1,819,000  1,094,000  29,000 


11,614,000  7,789,000  42,833,000  18,548,000   3J47,000 

Aa 
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Tertiionl.   N.  Carolina.    N.Jersey.    Delaware,    Orleans.    Columbia, 

J803S89,0OO  926,000  21,000  187,000         1,412,000 

1804  135,000  919,000  24,000  180,000  1,392,000  1,157,000 

1805  101,000  7t)7,O00  20,000  77,000  2,338,000  1,135,000 

1806  91,000  786,000  26,000  125,000  2,357,000  1,091,000 

1807  148,000  740,000  36,500  77,000.  3,101,000  1,363,000 

1808  83,000  117,000  12,000  o8,0C0*  537,000   281,000 

1809  125,000  322,000  269,000  96,OOo  344,000   681,000 

1810  406,000  401,000  392,000  79,000  1,753,000   984,000 

1811  32,000  793,000  1,000  76,000  2,501,000  2,060,000 
1312  7,000  489,000  4,000  29,000  1,012,000  1,593,000 
1813        795,000  10,000  133,000  1,013,000  1,337,000 


1,217,000  7,035,000        813,000       1,007,030     16,408,000       13,144,000 
Comparative  views  of  (iGiTiesiic  articles,  cxpo'ried  from  1803  18 13. 
See  preceding  Table  C 

I.  South  Carolina  exported  ^vi(hin  eight  per  cent,  of  the 
V.  hole  atnount  exported  by  Massachusetts;  nearly  seven  times 
us  much  as  Rhode  Island  ;  above  four  times  us  much  as  Con- 
necticut; and  above  twice  as  much  as  tiie  four  minor  eastern 
i?tates. 

South  Carolina  50,523,000 

Massachusetts  54,98i,000 

New  Eampshire  3,147,000 

Vermont  1,217,000 

Connecticut  11,614,000 

Rhode  Island  7,789,000 

23,767,000 

II.  Virginia  and  Maryland  exported  more  than  all  the  east- 
iern  states. 

Virginia  '  42,833,000 

Maryland  36,630,000 

79,463,000 

Massachuretts  54,985,000 

N.  Hamp.  Ver.  R.  Island,  &  Conn.        23,767,000 

78,752,000 

III.  North  Carolina  exported  almost  seventy -live  per  cent, 
more  than  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  and  nearly  as  much 
as  Rhode  Island. 

North  Carolina  7,055,OOo 

New  Hampshire  3,147,000 

Vermont       •  1,217,000 

., —  4,364,000 

Rhode  Island  7,739,000 
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IV.  North   Carolina  and  Georgia  exported  more  than  the 
four  minor  eastern  states. 

North  Carolina  7,055,000 

Georgia  18,548,000 

25,603,000 

New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  &c.  (No.  1.)  23,767,000 

V.  Georgia  exported  nearly  twenty  per  cent,  more  than  Con- 
necticut, New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont. 

Georgia  18,548,000 

Connecticut  ll,614,00a 

New  Hampshire  3,147,000 

Vermont  1,217,000 

15,977,000 

VI.  The  district  of  Columbia  and  the  state  of  Georgia  ex- 
ported thirty  per  cent,  more  than  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island. 

Columbia  13,144,000 

Georgia  18,548,000 

31,692,000 

New  Hampshire,  Verm.  Conn.  &c.  (No.  1.)  23,767,000 

VII.  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  South  Carolina,  exported  a- 
bove  sixty  per  cent,  more  than  the  five  eastern  states. 

Virginia  43,833,000 

Maryland  36,630,000 

South  Carolina  50,523,000 

129,986,000 

■Five  eastern  states  (in  No.  2)  78,752,000 

VIII.  The  district  of  Columbia,  ©f  ten  miles  square,  export- 
ed more  than  Newhampshire,  Vermont,  and  Rhode  Island. 

Columbia  13,144,000 

Kewhampshire  3,147,000 

Vermont  1,217,000 

Rhode  Island  7,789,000 

12,153,00^. 

IX.  The  state  of  Virginia  exported  above  half  as  much  as 
the  five  eastern  states. 

Virginia  42,833,000 

The  five  eastern  states  (No.  2.)  78,752,000 

X.  Virginia  exported  nearly  as  much,  and  South  Carolina. 
14  per  cent,  more,  than  Fennsylvania, 
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Virginia  42,833,006 

South  Carolina  50,523,000 

Pennsylvaria  44,796,000 

XI.  Virginia  exported  five  hiinflred  and  fifty  per  cent,  more 
than  Rhode  Island  ;  three  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  more  than 
Connecticut;  and  almost  a  thousand  percent,  more  than  New- 
Hampshire  and  Vermont. 

Virginia  42,833,000 

Rhode  Island  7,789,000 

Connecticut  11,614,000 

Kewhampshire  3,147,000 

VermoDt  1,217,000 

4,364,00 

XII.  UJ^  The  district  of  Columbia  and  Virginia  exported 
mere  than  Massachusetts ! 

Columbia  13,144,000 

Virginia  42,833,000 

.  55,977,000 

Massachusetts  54,98o,000 

Xril.  0:7=  The  district  of  Columbia  exported  more  than  Con- 
n^ciicut  and  Vermont. 

Columbia  13,144,000 

Connecticut  11,614,000 

Vermont  1,271,000 

12,831,000 

XIV.  07=  South  Carolina  and£korgia  exported  more  than  Mas- 
sachusettSy  Rhode  Island,  Nervhampshir^  and  Vermont. 

South  Carolina  50,523,000 

Georgia  28,548,000 


Massachusetts  54,986,000 

Rhode  Island  7,789,000 

Newhampshire  3,147,000 

Vermont'  l,217,OoO 


69,071,000 


67,139,000 


XV.  South  Carolina  exported  above  450  percent,  more  than 
Connecticut;  above  six  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  Rhode 
Islnnd;  and  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  more  thim 
these  two  states. 
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South  Carolina  50,523,000 

Connecticut  11,614,000 

Rhode  Island  7,789,000 

XVI.  Maryland  exported  above  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  the 
four  minor  eastern  states. 

Maryland  36,630,000 

Four  minor  eastern  states  (No.  1.)  23,767,000 

XVII.  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  exported  more  than  the 
four  minor  eastern  states. 

North  Carolina  7,055,000 

Georgia  18,584,000 

<  25,693,000 

Four  minor  eastern  states  (No.  1.)  23,767,000 

XVIII.  South  Carolina,  Columbia,  and  New-Orleans  export-^ 
cd  more  than  the  five  eastern  states. 

South  Carolina  50,523,000 

Columbia  13,144,000 

New-Orleans  16,408,000 

=— — 80,075,000 

Five  eastern  states  (No.  2.)  78,752,000 

XIX.  The  five  southern  states,  the  district  of  Columbia,  and 
New  Orleans,  exported  above  two  hundred  and  thirty  percent, 
more  than  the  five  eastern  stales,  and  within  tea  per  cent,  as 
much  as  the  middle  and  eastern  states. 

Virginia,  Maryland,  and  South  fcaro- 

lina  (No.  7.)  "  129,986,000 

North  Carolina  7,055.000 

Georgia  18,548,000 

Columbia  13,144,000 

New  Orleans  16,408,000 


185,141,00© 


Five  eastern  states  (No.  2.)  78,752,000 

New-Y©rk  86,283,000 

Pennsylvania  44,795,000 

— ' 208,831,000 

I  am  tired  of  this  investigaton,  I  sicken  for  the  honor  of 
the  human  species.  What  idea  must  the  world  form  of  the  ar- 
rogance of  the  pretensions  on  the  one  side — and,  on  the  other, 
of  i^e  folly  and  weakness  of  the  rest  of  the  union,  to  have  so 
long  suffered  them  to  pass  without  exposure  and  detectidii  I 

A  a  2 
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The  naked  fact  is,  that  the  demagogues  in  the  eastern  statea, 
not  satisfied  with  deriving  all  the  benefits  from  the  southern 
section  of  the  union,  that  they  would  from  so  many  wealthy- 
colonies — with  making  princely  fortunes  by  the  carriage  and 
exportation  of  its  bulky  and  valuable  productions — and  supply- 
ing it  with  their  own  manufactures,  and  the  manufactures  and 
productions  of  Europe  and  the  East  and  West  Indies,  to  an 
enormous  amouoit,  and  at  an  immense  profit — have  uniformly 
treated  it  with  outrage,  insult,  and  injury.  And,  regardless  of 
their  vital  interests,  the  eastern  states  were  lately  courting 
their  own  destruction,  by  allowing  a  few  restless,  turbulent  men 
to  lead  them  blindfolded  to  a  separation,  which  vi3isprei(7iant  with 
their  certain  ruin.  Whenever  iliat  event  takes  plaice,  iliey  sink  to 
ihSr  native  insignificance. 

If  a  separation  were  desirable  to  any  part  of  the  union,  it 
would  be  to  the  middle  and  southern  states,  particularly  the  lat- 
ter, who  have  been  so  long  harassed  with  the  complaints,  the 
restlessness,  the  turbulence,  and  the  ingratitude  of  the  eastern 
states,  that  their  patience  has  been  taxed  almost  beyond  en- 
durance. "■Jeshurun  waxed  fat  and  kicked.''  And  he  will  be 
severely  punished  for  his  kicking,  in  the  event  of  a  dissolution 
of  the  union. 

It  ought  to  be  observed,  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  ex- 
ports from  the  eastern  states,  consists  in  the  productions  of  the 
southern  states,  first  transported  to  Boston  and  other  port?, 
coastwise.  So  that  even  the  comparisons  1  have  made,  which 
are  so  mortal  to  the  pretensions  of  the  eastern  states,  place 
them  on  far  better  ground  than  thfey  really  deserve.  For  ex- 
ajnple — suppose  among  the  exports  of  these  states,  two  millions 
of  dollars' '  worth  of  cotton,  one  million  of  dollars'  worth  of 
flour,  one  million  of  dollars'  worth  of  naval  stores,  all  drawn 
from  the  southern  or  middle  states — they  appear  four  millions 
of  dollars  stronger  on  the  face  of  the  argument,  than  they  are 
in  fact  and  in  truth.  And  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  the 
ease  to  a  vast  extent. 


CHAPTER   XLIX. 

Comparison  of  the  exports^  foreign  and  domestic,  of  the  different 
states^  from  1791  to  1813.     Glance  at  tonnage. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  form  a  fair  comparison  between  the 
Gomtneree  of  the  different  states,  1  annex  a  synoptical  view  of 
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file  whole  of  our  exports  from  the  organization  of  the  federal 
government  till  the  close  of  1813.  He  will  see,  at  a  single 
glance,  how  very  erroneous  are  the  opinions  that  have  hitherto 
prevailed  on  this  subject;  ami  hou-  high  ereu  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  southern  states  soars  over  that  of  the  boasted 
"  commercial  states.''^ 

General  total  of  exports  of  foreign  and  domestic  productions  from  the  year 
1T91  till  tiiiS  inclusive. 
Massachusetti-.      Ntiv-York.      Fe\nsjlvaniq,     S.  Carolina.        Maryland^ 

A  93,770,000  129,941,000  124,744,000  £3,631,000  101,026,000 
B  81,324,000  78,052,000  65,118.000  14,420,000  50,214,000 
C     54,985,000         85,283,000      44,796,000       50,523,000      36,630,000 


$235,079,000      293,276,000    234,658,000     148,574,000     187,870,000 


A 
B 
C 


A 
B 
C 


Connecticut.  Rhode  Island. 

12^28,000  14,113,000 

501,000  6,953.000 

11,614,000  7,789,000 


Virginia. 

53,125,000 
2,355,000 
42,833,000 


Georgia.     N.  Hampshire 
12,162,000         3,829,000 


190,000 
18,548,000 


24,443,000      28,855,000       98,313,000       30,900,000 


1,386,000 
3,147,000 

8,362,00a 

Columbia. 


Vermont.  N.  Carolina.  N.  Jersey.      Delaware.     Orleans 

165,000  6,764,000  491,000    3,009,000 

1,075,000  61,000  187,000     1,713,000 

i, 217,000  7,055,000  815,000     1,097,000  16.408,000  13,144,000 


2,457,000    13,880,000  1,313,000    5,819,00a  16,408,000  13,144,000 

EXPLANATION. 

The  first  line,  A,  is  taken  from  the  table  A,  page  276.  It  contaioF  the 
whole  amount  of  the  exports  of  foreign  and  domestic  articles,  fi-om.1791 
to  1802. 

The  second  line,  B,  is  taken  from  the  table  B,  page  279,  It  contains 
the  whole  of  the  foreign  articles  exported  from  1802  to  1813. 

The  third  line,  C,  is  taken  from  the  table  C,  page  281.  It  conttiins  all 
the  domestic  articles  exported  from  1802  to  1813^ 


Eastern  Section. 

Mass.  235,075,000 
W.  Ham.  8,362,000 
Vermont  2,457,000 
B.Island  28,855,000 
Con.  24,443,000 


Middle  Section. 

N.Jersey  1,313,1.00 
Delaware  5,5 1 9,000 
N.  York  293,276,000 
Penn.       234,658,000 


Southern  Section 


Maryland 

Virginia 

N.  Carolina 

S.  Carolina 

Georgia 

Orleans 

Columbia 


187,870000 
98,313,000 
13,880,000 

148,574,000 
30,900,000 
16,408,000 
13,144,000 


'299,1'92,000 


534,76^,000 


509,089,000 


r6^  THi:  OLIVE  branch. 

I  cauuoi  allow  these  tables  to  pass  without  requesting  atten- 
tion to  them  in  the  most  particular  manner.  As  they  throw  an 
immense  flood  of  light  on  a  subject  most  egregiously  misunder- 
stood,  and  on  which  the  most  ruinous  errors  have  prevailed,  it 
behoves  the  reader  to  test  his  ojiinions  by  them,  and  lay  aside 
the  prejudices  and  misconceptions,  if  any,  which  he  may  have 
formed  on  these  to[)ics. 

AH  the  late  confusion,  the  tendency  to  disorganise  the  coun- 
try, to  overturn  the  government,  and  to  introduce  civil  war, 
arose  from  the  errors  prevailing  on  the  subject  of  commerce,  of 
uhich  the  eastern  states  pretended  to  be,  and  were  absurdly 
and  ridiculously  believed,  the  exclusive  guardians  and  protec- 
tors. It  is  now  clearly  and  indisputably  established,  th.'-t  the 
commerce  of  the  eastern  is  very  far  indeed  inferior  to  that  of 
the  southern  states.  It  appears,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt 
or  denial,  that  the  five  eastern  states,  since  the  formation  of  the 
government,  have  exported  of  foreign  and  domestic  articles, 
(t?  including  an  immense  amount  of  southern  productions^  only 
about  %  2^9,000,000 

of  which  a  vast  proportion  was  of  foreign  productions.  But 
that  the  southern  states  have  in  the  same  period  exported  to  fo- 
reign countries  no  less  a  sum  than 

$  509,000,000 
^^principally  of  their  own  produciiofis  or  manufactures,  exclu- 
sive of  the  prodigious  amount  of  their  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  na- 
val stores,  &c.  exported  by  the  eastern  states.  The  southern 
section  of  the  union,  which  has  been  so  cruelly,  so  wickedly, 
so  unjustly  vilified  and  calumniated  for  its  hostility  to  com- 
merce, is  therefore  actually  more  interested  in  its  preservation 
than  the  eastern  states,  in  the  proportion  ef  five  to  three. — 
There  is  no  instance  to  be  found,  of  so  palpable,  so  gross,  so 
unfounded  a  calunuiy,  resting  on  such  a  sandy  foundation,  so 
open  to  detection,  and  so  pregnant  with  most  ruinous  conse- 
quences, having  remained  so  long  without  investigation. 


From  a  view  of  the  preceding  tables,  it  appears  that  the 
commerce  of  four  of  the  eastern  states  is  to  the  last  degree  in- 
significant, compared  with  that  of  the  southern  states,  as  will 
zfppear  on  the  following  comparisons  : — 

I.  Virginia,  since  the  organization  of  the  government,  has 
exported  four  times  as  much  aa  Connecticut;  more  than  three 
ticjes  as  much  as  Rhode  Island  j  twelve  times  as  mucU  as  New 
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Hampshire;  forty  times  as  much  as  Vermont;  and  above  fifty 

per  cent,  more  than  tliose  four  states. 

Virginia  98,313,000 

Connecticut  24,443,000 

Rhode  Island  28,855,000 

Newhampshire  8,362,000 

Vermont  2,457,000 

64,117,000 

II.  Maryland  has  exported  nearly  eight  times  as  much  as 
Connecticut;  above  six  times  as  much  as  Rhode  Uiand ;  twen- 
ty-three times  as  much  as  Newhampshire ;  and  almost  three 
times  as  much  as  the  four  minor  eastern  states. 

Maryland  187,870,000 

Connecticut  24.443,000 

Rhode  Island  28,855,000. 

Newhampsldre  8,362,000 

Vermont  2,457,000 

64,117,000 

III.  ZS"orlh  Carolina  has  exported  almost  thirty  per  cent, 
more  than  Newhampshire  and  Vermont.  *^ 

North  Carolina  1 3,880,000 

Newhampshire  8,362,000 

Vermont  '  2,457,000 

10,819,000 

* 

TV.  Georgia  has  exported  more  than  Connecticut  or  Rhode 
Island;  and  almost  t^ree  times  as  much  as  Newhampshire  and 

Vermont. 

■%- 

Geojigia  30,400,000 

Connecticut  24,443,000 

Rhode  Island  28,855,000 

Newhampshire  8,362,000 

Vermont  2,457,000 

10,891,000 

V.  South  Carolina  ha3  exported  above  five  times  as  much  as 
Rhode  Island;  above  six.  times  as  much  as  Connecticut;  ami 
one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  the  four  minor  easterji 
btates. 

South  Carolina  148,574,000 

Rhode  Island  24,855,000 

.    Connecticut  24,443,000 

Four  minor  easteru  states  (See  No.  1.)  ^4,1 1 7,000 
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VI.  "Nevf  Orleans  and  the  district  of  Columbia  liave  export- 
ed more  of  domestic  productions  m  eleven  years,  than  either 
Connecticut  or  Rhode  Island  in  twenty-three,  of  foreign  and 
domestic. 

New  Orleans  16,403,000 

Columbia  13,144,oOO 

29,552,000 

Connecticut  24,443,000 

Rhodelsland  28,855,000 

VII.  JS^ew  Orleans  has  exported  nearly  twice  as  much  in 
eleven  years  as  Newhampshire  in  twenty'three. 

JN"ew  Orleans  16,403,000 

Newhampshire  8,362,000 

VIII.  [Cp  Virginia^  Maryland^  and  Columhia,  have  exported 
more  than  the  whole  Jive  eastern  states ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 

Maryland  187,870,000 

Virginia  98,313,000 

Columbia  13,144,000 

^  »™„-—  299,327,000 ! ! ! 

Five  castero  states  290,102,000 !  1 1 

IX.  [CF  7%e  southern  staies  have  exported  75  per  cent  more 
than  the  five  eastern !! ! 

Southern  509,089,000 ! ! ! 

Eastern  2:99,192,000!!! 

Since  the  preceding  pages  were  written,  I  have  examined  an 
interesting  work,  entitled,  "  A  geographical  and  statistical  view 
of  Massachusetts  proper,  by  Rodolphus  Dickinson,"  published 
anno  1813.  It  greatly  elucidates  the  subject  I  have  been  dis- 
cussing ;  and  places  the  unsoundness  of  the  high  commercial 
claims  of  Massachusetts  in  nearly  as  strong  a  point  of  light  as 
any  of  the  documents  I  have  given. 

"  The  exports  in  1809  from  Boston  and  Charleston,  cJf  American  produc- 
tions and  manufactures,  were  4,009.029  dollar*,  of  which  the  value  of  rice,  cot- 
ton, flour,  tobacco,  staves,  and  naval  stores,  [rr»  being  principally  the  produce  of 
the  southern  states,  roas  2,29 4, 1 09  dollars. " 

The  writer  adds, 

"  This  it  is  presumed,  bears  a  relative  proportiott  in  amount,  to  the  ewwt&cf 
other  yea.is."     Page  78. 
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It  thus  appears,  that  although  Boston  has  disturbed  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  United  States  by  her  impassioned  complaints 
on  the  subject  of  cooiinerce,  and  the  injury  ii  has  sustained  by 
the  hostility  of  the  southern  states,  she  is  indebted  to  ti*ose 
states  for  co  islderably  more  than  half  of  the  American  articles 
she  ex,)orts.  She  moreover  tinds  an  invaluable  m^.rket  vilh 
them  for  the  chief  part  of  her  immense  foreign  importations, 
and  for  her  vahiabie  manufactures. 

It  really  mikes  my  heart  ache  ^vith  vexition,  to  find  that 
such  mighty,  such  ruinous  errors  prevailed  on  those  important 
topics — eiTors  that  generated  the  most  baleful  passions,  which 
were  hourly  increased  by  artificial  excitements,  and  ihreatened 
us  \vi!h  the  most  awfrd  consequences. 

The  reader  must  not  be  surprised  if  I  often  repeat  this  senti- 
ment. For  "  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth 
speaketh  ;" — and  being  convinced  this  ivas  beyond  all  compar- 
ison the  most  a^vful  danger  that  threatened  us,  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  it  engrossed  so  large  a  portion  of»my  atten- 
tion. 

I  shall  conclude  this  topic  with  one  observation,  thjlt  as  far 
as  my  knowledged  extends,  or  as  far  as  1  am  callable  of^[^ing, 
there  has  rarely  occurred  an  instance  of  one  naticmJ^J'ery 
highly  indebted  to  another  as  the  eastern  states  are  to  tfll^uth- 
ern,  and  yet  making  such  a  very  miserable  and  ungrateful  re- 
turn. 

I  imagined  that  in  the  preceding  chapters  I  had  fully^x^v. 
bausted  the  comparison  of  the  commercial  importance-,of  the:* 
several  sections  of  the  United  States.  I  had  at  all  events  corif 
vinced  every  man  whose  mind  was  open  to  conviction,  that 
the  arrogant  claims  rn  this  sui^ject,  of  the  eastern  states,  v/ere 
utterly  unfounded,  and  that  the  middle  and  southern  sejPons 
had  as  much  more  interest  in  the  protection  of  commerce  ^than 
their  eastern  brethren,  ?s  the  merchant  v.ho  loads  a  waggon 
with  10,000  dollars  worth  of  goods,  has  more  interest  in  the 
intercourse  between  the  seller  and  the  consumer,  than  the  own- 
er of  the  waggon. 

But  I  find  I  did  not  do  full  justicf  to  the  subject.  A  new 
view  of  it  has  been  presented  to  the  public  by  the  indefatiga- 
ble editor  of  the  Weekly  Register,  which  far  transcends  tiie 
views  I  took.  But  even  Mr.  Niles  has  not  pursued  the  argu- 
ment to  the  full  extent  of  which  it  is  susceptible. 
#  The  exports  of  cotton  from  the  port  of  Savannah  alone,  from 
the  20th  of  March  till  the  30th  of  June,  1315,  a  period  of  three 
months  and  ten  days,  were 
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Sea  Island,   21,000  bales,   each  300  lbs.  at  33 

cenls,  '  2,100,000 

Upland,  55,582  bales,  each  300  lbs.  at  twenfj 

cents,  3,334,000 


5,484,000 
Supposing  all  Ihe  other  articles  to  amount  to        1,066,000 

6,500,000 

and  also  supposing  the  exports  of  the  remaining  eight  months 
and  r  e-^ay  days  to  amount  to  half  that  sum,  it  is  at  the  rate  of 
nearly  10,000,000  dollars  for  the  year. 

A  review  of  the  taUies  in  p-ge  287,  will  sliovvthat  th.e  whole 
of  the  exports,  of  every  kind,  foreign  and  domestic,  from  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  for  twenty  three  years,  were  only  235,- 
000,000  dollars,  which  is  an  average  of  about  10,000,000  per 
annum,  whereof  considerably  more  than  half  WrS  foreign.  It 
therefore  follows  that  the  domestic  ex:  oris  of  the  single  port 
of  Savannah  this  year  will  et]ual  the  average  of  the  exports  of 
every  kind  froin  the  mighty,  the  powerful,  the  conarnercir !  state 
of  Mj|j8S,achusetts,  from  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  gov- 
ernmei||^»till  the  close  of  the  j'ear  1813  ! !  ! 

Tonnage, 

The  eastern  states,  which  maintained  such  arrogant  commer- 
cial cini'ns,  on  the  ground  of  their  exports  and  imports,  like- 
wise preferred  high  pre'.eusions  on  their  transcendRnt  superior- 
ity of  shipping.  These  towering  claims  are  unfounded,  ai- 
thongh  not  in  the  same  degree  with  the  others.  Let  the  reader 
decide.  I  have  before  me,  a  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  the 
United  States  for  two  years,  from  which  I  make  iifew  extracts, 
in  order  to  inter  these  pretensions  in  the  same  grave  with  the 
rest. 

Tonnage  of  1809  1810 

Boston,  133,257  149,121 

New  York,  243,533  268,543 

PhilRdel|)hia,  «  121,443  125,258 

Baltimore,  102,434  103,444 

Portland,  33,007  32,599 

Portsmouth,  27,719  28.820 

Bath,  23,033  20,344 

Newburvport,  36,574  39,100 

Salem,  *  43,537  41,462 

No'fo'k,  40,940  47,643 

Charleston,  40,819  52,888 


i 


THE  OLIVE  BRANCH.  293 

From  the  above  statement  it  appears  that  ia  the  year  1810, 
the  tonnage  of  Norfolk  as  well  as  Charleston  was  considerably 
superior  to  that  of  any  port  in  the  eastern  or  middle  states,  ex- 
cept Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia  ;  and  that  the  ton- 
nage of  Baltimore  was  more  than  double  that  of  any  port  in 
the  eastern  st<  tes  except  Boston. 

The  aggregrate  tonnage  of  Vermont,  New- 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  and  Con- 
necticut, in  1811,  was  (tons)  108,000 

The  city  of  Baltimore  in  the  same  year  103,000 

thrtt  is,  within  5000  tons  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  tonnage  of 
these  four  states,  which  have  made  such  a  clamour  on  the  sub- 
ject of  commerce.  The  tonnage  of  the  whole  district  of  Bla- 
ryland  for  that  year  was  143,000  tons,  being  an  excess  of  85,000 
tons,  or  nearly  one  third  more  than  those  states  ! !  !* 

The  clearances  from  the  port  of  Savannah,  U^  exclusive  of 
coasters^  for  April,  May,  and  June,  1815,  were  191,  and  the  en- 
tries, also  [IT"  exclusive  of  coasters^  were  203.  Whereas  the 
foreign  entries  into  the  port  of  Boston  for  five  months,  March, 
April,  May,  June,  and  July,  1815,  were  only  212 — and  the  for- 
eign clearances  only  270,  That  is,  the  foreign  entries  into 
Savannah,  in  three  ?nonths^\\eTe  203,  and  into  Boston  in  five 
months,  only  212  !  What  a  developement  of  the  relative  com- 
merce of  both  ports !  how  utterly  beyond  ail  expectation  or 
calculation ! 


CHAPTER  L. 

Another  smrce  of  excitement  among  the  citizens  of  the  eastern 
states.  Duties  on  imports.  Statistics.  Southern  states  pay 
very  near  as  much  as  the  eastern/    Wondetful  delusion. 

Those  men  whose  unceasifig  efforts  were  employed  to  ex- 
cite the  passions  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  eastern  states,  and 
prepare  them  for  insurrection  and^.a  dissolution  of  the  union, 
raised  a  great  clamour  on  the  subject  of  the  enormous  amount 
of  duties  paid  by  those  states,  and  the  insignificance  of  the 
sums  paid  by  the  southern  sectioAof  the  nation.  They  thence 
inferred  the  injustice  and  the  inequality  of  the  union,  and  its 
oppressive  operation  upon  tlie  former  section. 

*  See  Weekly  Register,  vol.  VIII.  page  370,  from  which  I  have  extracted  these 
facts. 
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This  item  of  complaint  is,  if  possible,  more  fallacious  Ihan 
ihe  one  discussed  in  the  preceding  chapters,  The  disadvan- 
tage is  nil  on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  The  eastern 
states  import  largely  from  Europe,  and  from  the  East  and  West 
Indies,  for  the  supply  of  the  south  Lin  states.  The  former,  it 
is  true,  have  to  bond  or  pay  the  duties  in  (he  first  instance. — 
This  appears  wonderfuliy  to  their  advantage  in  the  tables  of 
duties.  But  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  inform  the  reader, 
that  the  merchant  who  bonds,  the  duties,  is  not  the  actual  pay- 
er of  them.  Mr.  Edward  Thomson,  of  this  city,  has  import- 
ed, during  this  year,  and  of  course  will  pay  duties  on,  probably 
above  2,000,000  of  dollars.  I  think  it  likely  that  his  consump- 
tion is  hardly  2,000.  AVho  can  be  so  ignorant  as  to  pretend., 
that  the  government  is  beholden  to  him  for  the  amount  of  the 
duties  !  They  are  paid  by  the  farmers  in  Chester,  and  Bucks, 
and  Lancaster,  and  Delaware,  and  Berks  counties,  &:c.  &c. — 
The  duties  are  added  by  the  merchant  to  the  first  cost,  with  a 
profit  on  both — and  the  ultimate  consumer  is  the  real  payer. 

The  eastern  states  thus  levy  taxes  net  merely  on  ^laryland, 
Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  but  even  on 
Pennsylvania;  for  strange  as  it  may  seem,  it  is  nevertheless 
true,  that  notwithstanding  the  immense  wealth,  the  ardent  en- 
terprize,  and  the  great  commercial  advantages  of  Philadelphia, 
immoderate  quantities  of  East  India  and  Chinese  goods  are 
sent  for  sale  here,  from  Boston,  Salem,  and  other  eastern  ports. 

But  even,  independent  of  the  importation  of  the  eastern  for 
the  southern  states,  the  argument  is  unfairly  stated.  If  the  for- 
mer actually  consumed  all  the  foreign  articles  they  import,  the 
duties  they  pay,  compared  with  those  paid  by  the  southern 
states,  will  not  warrant  their  holding  the  high  and  arrogant, 
.and  insulting  tone  they  have  always  assumed. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  annex  a  set  of  tables  of  the 

Net  amount  of  the  duties  paid  hythe  different  States  from  the  year 
1791  to  1812  inclusive,  taken  from  the  records  of  the  treasury 
department^  and  submitted  to  congress  hy  Joseph  Nourse,  Esq, 
register  of  the  treasuiy. 

N.  Hampshire       Vermont,       Connecticut.       B.  Island ' 

1791  $53,000  206,000      146,000 

1792  41,000  .    142,000  46,000 

1793  44,000  154,000  133,000 

1794  38,000  1,000  171,000  80,000 

1795  44,000  155,000  244,000 


THE  OLIVE  BRANCH.  295 

179o  55,000  3,000      141,000  137,000 

1797  27,000  13  5,000  276,000 

1798  72,000  1^000  127,000  104,000 

1799  99,000  2,000  289,000  260,000 

1800  142,900  2,000  169,000  393,000 

1801  133,000  .   328,000  234,^00 

1802  119,000  262,000  178,000 

1803  122,000  1,000  S0'T;000  £66,000 
1S04  108,000  343,000  421,000 
IC05  109,000  .  354,000  349,000 
1806  117,000  325,000  361,000 
lf507  99,000  314,000  123,000 
1803  19,X)00  197,000  £70,000 

1809  39,000  9,000  129,000  35,00a 

1810  53,000  9,000  157^qp  435,000 

1811  02,000  5,000  240,000  318,000 

1812  122,000  116,000  829,000  452,000 


1,715,000      147,000    5,453,000     5,420,000 


diassackzisetts. 

N.  Y<yrk. 

Pennsylvania, 

Marylind. 

Virginia. 

1791 

$977,000 

1,564.000 

1,491,000 

641,000 

851,000 

17S2 

678,000 

1,169,000 

1,036,000 

4 19.000 

474,000 

lia-.i 

950  003 

I,19:..000 

1,304,000 

«69,000 

388.000 

ITftt 

1,001,000 

i,8^;o.ooo 

l,47.-i,000 

795,000 

389,000 

1T1*5 

1,41#,000 

2,000,000 

2,271,0U0 

523,000 

396.0U0 

1796 

l,'i34.000 

2,158,000 

2,012  000 

7^1.000 

598,000 

1797 

1 ,372.000 

2.0)9,000 

1,713,000 

1,145,000 

60o,000 

17:« 

l,ir>8,000 

1,743.000 

1,029,000 

88 J  000 

629,000 

1790 

1,607,000 

2,373,000 

1,259,000 

1,161,000 

896,000 

1800 

1,974.000 

2,7-<  1,000 

l,5i,0C00 

62i,000 

644.000 

1801 

l.',920,000 

3,8)0,000 

2,123,000 

1,001,000 

746,000 

10O2 

1.523,000 

2,490,000 

1,410,000 

634,000 

689,900 

};WJ 

2,450,1)00 

3,524,080 

1,655,0(0 

936.000 

713,000 

1804 

'},''yO,000     • 

3,872,000 

2,609,000 

1,538,000 

902,000 

J805 

tJ,303,000 

4,88^:,000 

2,300  000 

1,130000 

805,000 

1  !i06 

3.3  i4, 000 

4,87a.000 

3,017.000 

1,446,000 

620,000 

1807 

3,?76,000 

4,926,000 

3,162,000 

1,633,000 

50c),coa 

1803 

l,!3J,000 

2,764,000 

1,647.000 

585,000 

110.000 

156» 

1.381,000 

2,98 1 ,000 

1,405,000 

155.000 

257,000 

ISIO 

2, 77  .',000 

4,419,000 

2.533.0,0 

923.000 

■J  6 1,000 

isn 

1,816.000 

1.979  000 

1,8-10  000 

722.0t!0 

195  000 

1812 

2,719,000 
4  J, 333,000 

2,890,000 

2,090.0vjO 
41,32j,000 

1,782,000 

-   tife'0,00l> 

62,274,000 

2O,31j,C00 

12,565,000 

N.  Carolina. 

S.  Carolina 

:.       Georgia. 

Coliunhia. 

Orleans 

1791 

■'$  115,000 

538,000 

91,000 

1792 

78,000 

860,000 

53,G0a 
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63,000 

359,000 

35,000 

1794 

78,000 

651,000 

87,000 

1705 

99,000 

710,000 

54,000 

1796 

68,000 

56,000 

3  :  ,000 

1707 

105,000 

700,000 

02,000 

1708 

120,000 

239,000 

1799 

154,000 

858,000 

1800 

1  26,000 

1,159,000 

1801 

lt5,000 

1,002,000 

663,000 

94.000 

1802 

252,000 

280,000 

211,000 

133000 

1803 

159,000 

646,000 

182,000 

143,000 

1804 

186,000 

7  1 8,000 

180.000 

128,000 

279,000 

1805 

165,000 

843,000 

95,000 

119,000 

342,000 

1806 

202,000 

871,000 

1  83.000 

137,000 

361,000 

K507 

106,000  0*  735.000 

480,000 

123,000 

480,000 

1308 

16.000 

225,000 

35,000 

20,000 

77,000 

1809 

63,000 

377,000 

6,000 

60,000 

134,000 

1810 

58,000 

507,000 

13-1,000 

50,000 

244,000 

1811 

44,000 

338,000 

56,000 

45,000 

148,000 

18]2 

47,000 

433,000 

260,000 

80,000 

]  3  7,000 

2,621,000 

12,605.000 

2,907,000 

1,132,0U0 

2,202,000 

rj;;7^  tn  these  tables,  a;  in  those  of  exports,  there  is  no  account  takea 
of  any  fiinij;  below  1  JuO  dollars  This  operalinj;  equally  on  both  sides, 
cannot  attect  ttie  conif-aiison.  which  is  the  object  in  view. 

From  iiie  ioregoinii;  tai  ks,  the  foiiowing  results  appear. 
I.     The  southern  stntes  have  paid  nearly  as  large  an  aniouat 
'of  duties  to  the  government,  as  the  eastern. 

Maryland  20,345,000 

Virginia  12  565.000 

North  Carolina  2,621,000 

South  Carolina  12,665,000 

Georgia  2,907.000 

Columbia  1,132,000 

Orleans  2,202,000 

54437,000 

Massachusetts  44,338,000 

New  Hampshire  1,715,000 

Vermont  147,000 

Connec'icut  5,453,000 

Rhode  Island  5,420,000 

12,735.000 

57,083,000 
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n.     The  single  state  of  Sotitli  Carolina  paid  very  nearly  a? 
aaucli  duties  as  the  four  minor  eastern  states. 

South  Caroliaa  1 2,675,00a 

Four  minor  eastern  states,  (see  No.  1.)  12,765,00a 

III.  New-Orleans  paid  twenty  per  cent,  more  in  nine  years, 
{ban  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  in  tvYenty-two. 

Orleans  2,202,000 

New  Hampshire  1,715,000 

Vermont  147,000 

1,862,000 

IV.  Virgiuia  paid  nearly  as  much  as  the  four  miaor  eastern 
states. 

VirsiniH  12,665,000 

Four  minor  eastern  states  (see  No.  1.)  12,735.000 

T.  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  paid  nearly  ninety  per  cmU 
more  than  the  five  eastern  slates. 

62,274,000 
41,325,000 

' ' ^—103,599,005^ 

57,83,000- 


NeAv  York 
Pennsylvania 

Five  eastern  states  (see  No.  1.) 


,  VI.  South  Carolina  paid  more  than  twice  the  amount  of  du-^ 
ties  paid  by  either  Connecticut  or  Rhode  Island  ;  seven  times  as 
much  as  Newhampshire;  and  ninety  times  as  much  as  Vermont. 

South  Carolina.  12,665,000 

Connecticut  5,463,000 

Rhode  Island  5,420,000 

Kewhampshire  1,716,000 

Vermont  147^00 


St^nopsis  of  ditties  paid  f  7  Gin  T791  ?o  1812. 


Eastern  Section. 

44.338,000 

1,715.000 

147,000 

5,463,000 

5,420,000 


57,083,000 


IV.  Harap. 
"Vermont 
Connect. 
fi.  Island 


Middle  Section. 

N.  Jersey  259,000 
Delaware  1,223,000 
New  York  62,274,000 
Penn.  41,325,000 


105,081,000 


Southern  Section. 

Maryland  20,345,00<f 
Virginia  l€,565,00O 
N.  Carolina  2,621,000 
S.Carolina  12,665,000 
Georgia  2,907,000 

Columbia       1,132,000 
Orleans         2,202,000 

54,437,000- 
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Those  who  consider  the  very  expensive  habiis  of  tlie  j>lan> 
ters  of  Virginia  and  Seuth  Carolina,  and  the  imtiieiise  amount 
of  foreisjn  goods  received  in  those  states  from  the  eastern  ones, 
as  well  as  from  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,  and 
how  very  large  a  proportion  of  the  foreign  merchandise  import- 
ed by  Massachusetts,  is  exported  to  the  other  states,  will  pro- 
bably be  ted  to  believe,  that  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  actu- 
ally consume  each  as  much  of  dutiable  articles,  and  of  course 
in  fact  really  pay  as  much  duties  as  Massachusetts.  I  acknow- 
ledge this  is  but  a  rough  calculation.  But  a  d"e  consideration 
■of  the  great  number  of  coasters,  which  in  time  of  peace,  are 
plying  from  the  ports  of  the  eastern  and  middle  to  those  of  the 
Southern  states,  will  afford  a  strong  support  to  this  opinion.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  the  cargoes  of  the  coasters  bound  to 
the  southern  ports  consists  of  imported  goods ;  and  the  residue 
generally  of  articles  of  domestic  manufacture.  The  return 
cargoes  are  all  of  raw  materials  for  these  manufactures,  or  arti- 
cles of  the  highest  value  for  exportation  to  Europe  and  else- 
where. It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  of  a  more  advantageous 
commerce  for  the  mother  countries,  as,  in  this  case,  the  middle 
and  eastern  states  may  be  Ju&tly  styled.  I  repeat  it,  and  hope 
the  solemn  truth  will  be  borne  in  constant  remembrance,  that 
the  southern  states  are  virtually  colonies  to  those  states  whose 
demagogues  have  never  ceased  slandering  and  persecuting 
them. 

-  I  dismiss  this  part  of  my  subject,  I  hope  for  ever.  I  trust  that 
the  most  incorrigible  effrontery  will  never  dare  again  to  haz- 
ard an  a&sertion  of  the  commercial  superiority  of  the  eastera 
states. 


CHAPTER  LI. 

Fallacy  of  the  (opinion  of  anij  licslWiiy  in  the  sauthem  against  ilic 
eastern  states.  Commercial  and  agriadiniral  states  muluaily 
dependent  mi^  and  hcnrfidal  to  each  other. 

Having  comf)Ietely  settled  the  question  on  the  subject  of 
♦he  comparative  pretensions  of  the  different  sections  of  the 
union  to  commercial  pre-eminence,  I  pft>cced  to  consider  the 
positions,  which  assert  the  necess/^ry  hostility  of  an  agricultur- 
al section  of  a  country  to  a  commercial  one — the  actual  exist- 


THE  OLIVE  BRANCH.  29Q 

ence  of  that  bcstility  ia  the  southern  gtates — audits  baaefiil  in- 
iiuefice  on  the  measures  of  congress. 

On  these  fallacious  positions  the  changes  have  hcen  rung  in 
endless  succession,  not  merely  by  a  crowd  of  anonymous  \vrl- 
ter*,  but  even  ;rabiic  bodies,  v.  hose  stations  entitle  them  to  re- 
spect, have  disgraced  themselves  by  their  dissemination.  1  feel 
satisfied  that  the  lucubrations  on  this  subject,  published  in  Bos- 
ton alone,  would  fijl  folio  volumes.  Throughout  the  v/hole, 
strong  and  confident  and  unfounded  fissertion  is  substituted  in 
the  place  of  fact,  reason,  and  argument. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  form  an  idea  of  the  errors  prevalent 
on  this  topic,  I  annex  a  few  extracts. 

"  They  have  seen  at  Jlrst  an  ill-concesled,  but  at  last  ^JU='  an  open  end  undis 
guised  jealousy  of  the  necUk  and  poner  of  ike  Cfjinnierciul  !>'ates,  operciing  in  con- 
thv.iat  efforts  to  embarrass  C7id  destroy  that  commerce,  rchich  is  their  life  end  sup- 
port.''^ 

This  is  the  language  of  a  report  to  tlie  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, made  by  a  joint  committee  of  both  houses,  Feb.  IS, 
1814,  oh  which  was  grounded  the  raost  inrlammatory  appeala^ 
to  thecitizens  of  \he  United  States.  This  re{>ort  asserted  tiie 
propriety  and  justice  and  necessity  of  forcible  resistance  to  the- 
measures  of  the  general  goveinoient,  adding, 

"  The  question  is  not  a  question  o^  poiar  cr  right  with  this  legislature^ 
but  of  lime  or  exjjtditncyp 

The  committee  proceed — 

*'  There  exists  in  all  parts  of  il}is  commonvvealtii  a  fear,  and  in  many 
a  settled  belief,  that  ike.  course  of  forei<y;n  and  domestic  jw lie >;  pursued  by 
Vie  government  of  ike  UrJted  States  for  several  years  past  lias  iis  foun^ 
dcUion  in  a  deliberate  iniention  to  impair^  if  nol  to  destroy^  that  free  spirit 
and  exercise  cf  eommerce,  which,  aisled  by  the  habits,  manners,  and  insti- 
tutions of  our  ancestors,  au<l  the  blessings  of  divine  providence,  have 
been  tlle%rincipal  source  of  the  freedom,  wealth,  and  general  prosperity 
of  this  recently  happy  and  fiourishing  people. 

*'  These  opinions  are  not  confined  to  the  maritime  border?  of  the  state, 
whose  interests  are  more  immediately  aiiected,  and  whose  inhabitants 
have  daily  before  their  eyes  perishing  ships,  deserted  vvavebouscs,  and 
starving  mechanics  and  laborers ;  but  are  loudly  responded  from  the  in- 
terior, where  the  people  generally  sympathise  in  the  present  distress  of 
their  brethren  on  the  sea-coast,  and  wisely  foresc-e  ia  their  ruin,  thei? 
®\vn  approaching  w'retchedness." 

The  committee  continue — 

'*  The  memorialists  see,  in  this  deplorable  descent  from  national  great- 
ness, [t^  a  dciermination  to  harass  and  annihilalt  that  spirit  of  coranxeree 
which  has  ever  been  the  handmaid  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  ;  and  to 
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\XJ^  break  the  free  spirit  of  iJtis  people  by  depriving  them  •/  their  ciril  tmy 
ployments,  ami  thus   forcing  the  sons  of  commerce  to  j-opulaie  aii4  en- 
'**      rich  the  wildemest;,  for  the  benefit  of  those  whose  avarice  has  contri'ju- 
teil  largely  to  the  war  now  desolating  the  country." 

/  This  is  the  strain  and  style  in  which  this  miserable,  thit 
hacknied,  this  destructive  prejudice  has  been  a  hundred  thou- 
sand times  repeated,  without  even  the  shadow  of  foundation. — 
Although  these  extracis  are  abundantly  sufficient  for  ray  ])ur- 
pose,  yet  1  judge  it  not  improper  to  make  a  short  addition  from 
the  address  of  the  Hartford  convention. 

*' Events  may  prove  that  the  causes  of  our  calamities  are  deep  and 
permanent.  TIjey  may  be  found  to  proceed,  not  merely  from  the  blind- 
ness of  prejudice,  pride  of  opinion,  f  iolence  of  party  spirit,  or  the  con- 
fusion of  the  times  ;  but  they  may  be  traced  to  implacable  combinations  of 
individuals  or  states  to  im>nopolize  power  and  office^  AND  TO  TKAlNi. 
PLE  WITHOUT  R1:M0RSF  UPON  THE  RIGHTS  AND  INTE- 
RESTS OF  THE  COMMERCIAL  SECTION    OF  THE  UNION. 

*'  The  administration,  after  a  long  perseverance  in  plans  to  bajit  fvcri, 
effort  of  commercial  (nterprisc,  had  fatally  succeeded  ia  their  attempts  a. 
at  the  epoch  of  the  war." 

The  convention  enter  into  an  enumeralion  of  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  the  public  distress,  and  close  the  catalogue 
with 

"  Lastly  and  principally,  a  visionary  and  superficial  theory  in  regard 
to  commerce,  [r7=  ACCOMPANIED  EY  A  REAL  HATRED,  >5UT 
A  FEIGNED  REGARD  TO  ITS  INTERESTS,  and  a  ruinous  perse- 
verance in  efforts  to  render  it  an  instrument  of  coercion  and  war." 

Never  since  faction  first  disturbed  the  peace  of  mankind,  and 
made  this  earth  a  suitable  abode  for  demons  incarnate,  did  she 
employ  a  more  hollow,  fallacious,  or  unfounded  pretext  to  justi- 
fy her  lawless  proceedincrs,  than  is  here  to  be  combatted.  It  is 
not  niprely  untrue.  It  is  the  reverse  of  truth.  It  has  uneven 
the  shadow  of  plausibility. 

In  all  this  wretched  effort  to  excite  the  hostility  of  fellow  cit- 
izens against  each  other — to  prepare  the  inhabitants  of  one  sec- 
tion of  the  country  to  imbrue  their  hands  io'the  blood  of  those  o£' 
another — to  renew  in  this  holy,  this  blessed  land,  the  horrors  of 
thePrench  revolution — to  enaljle  American  Marats,and  Dantons, 
and  Le2;eiidres,  and  Robespierres,  to  rule  us  with  a  rod  of  iron 
— an  all-important  and  overwhelming;  fact  is  kept  wholly  out  of 
sight — a  fact  which  destroys  the  whole  of  this  miserable  decla- 
mation as  completely  as  ever  the  broad  glare  of  the  torch  of 
truth  dispelled  the  Cimmerian  darkness  of  error  and  delusion. 
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This  mighty  fact  escaped  my  atteDtioii  in  all  the  former  edi- 
tions of  this  book.  It  is,  that  all  me  measures  which  are  as- 
Bumed  as  full  proof  of  hostility  to  coiinnerce,  and  charged  to  the 
deiiit  of  the  southern  states,  have  L>een  supported  by  the  pow- 
erful commercial  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York;  stea- 
dily and  unileviatingly  by  the  former,  and  by  the  latter  with 
very  few  and  slight  exceptions.  And  further,  that  a  conside- 
rable part  of  them  have  lieen  supported  by  respectable  portions 
of  the  reprecentalives  in  congress,  from  Newhampshirc,  Ver- 
mont, Rhode  Island,  and  even  Massachusetts — for  the  thres 
first  states  v>'ere  till  latelj'  frequently  represented  ahnotu  wholly 
by  democrats,  wiio  j>retty  generally  advocated  the  measures 
herein  reprobated.  And  it  is  further  to  be  remarked,  that  the 
great  crnimercial  cities  of  the  union  have  been  very  ge?ierally 
represfiated  by  citizens  who  have  given  their  full  aid  and  sup- 
p*Jit  to  the  measures  in  question.  The  majority  for  and  asraiust 
ihe  . dm jaistration,  even  in  Massachuselis,  till  lately  ravely  ex- 
ceeded 2  or  3,090.  The  election  for  govt^'nor  in  tliat  siste  in 
1312,  was  contested  with  great  ardor.  The  friends  and  the  en- 
emies of  the  administration  m\de  the  utmost  exertions  to  call 
forih  their  whole  strength — and  the  votes  \sere  for 

Caleb  Strong  52,t)Q6 

Elbridge  Gerry  51,326 

and  it  is  A'ell  knovn  Ibit  Mr.  Sullivan  nnd  Mr.  Gerry,  the  de- 
mocratic candid  tes,  vTore  elected  four  or  five  times  within  a 
s.)Hce  of  ten  years,  whic'n  embracetl  nearly  the  whole  of  (he 
measures  ihi:s  violenily  (leuounced.  And  I  presume  no  mm 
of  candor  will  deny  that  the  struggle  between  the  differen*  can- 
didates on  these  occasions  was  ns  fair  and  unerring  a  criterion 
of  the  voice  of  the  state  on  the  approval  or  reprobation  of  the 
measures  of  liie  general  government,  as  if  the  voles  had  been 
taken  for  i)resident  of  the  United   States. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that 
the  eastern  states  ar^e,  as  they  pretend  to  be,  exclusively  com- 
mercial— and  that  the  southern  are  exclusively  agricultural. 
This  is  placing  the  cise  in  the  most  advantageous  point  of  light 
its  friends  could  desire.  Could  there  be  any  stronger  bond  of 
affinity  between  two  nations,  or  two  sections  of  the  same  na- 
tion, than  the  mutual  want  which  this  supjiosed  case  imolies? 
The  agricultural  portion  would  have  imperious  necessity  for  the 
ships,  the  seamen,  and  the  capital  of  the  comnievcial  portion, 
for  the  purchase  and  trans:ior};dion  of  her  superQuous  produc- 
tions.    And  the  navigation  and  capital  of  the  commercial  por- 
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tion  would  find  all  the  advantages  they  could  require  in  the 
transportation  and  sale  of  the  productions  of  the  other.  The 
agricultural  pordon,  as  I  have  already  slated,  N\ould  he  merely 
in  the  situation  of  colonies  to  the  commercial.  AVhat  lias  al- 
"ways  been  the  grand  advantage  of  colonies  to  parent  countries? 
Merely  to  increase  their  navigation — to  afford  an  asylum  for 
their  tiiperabundant  population — to  fiirnisli  raw  maierials  for 
the  employment  of  their  artisans  and  maniificturers — and  lo 
))urchase  the  productions  of  tlie  labors  of  those  artisans  and 
manufacturers.  * 

All  these  favorable  cfiTects  liave  been  proiluced  on  the  east- 
ern by  their  connexion  and  intercourse  with  the  western  and 
southern  states.  It  therefore  irresistibly  follows,  that  the  latter 
have  lite >  !ly  been  but  colonies  to  the  middle,  and  more  j)arlicu- 
larly  to  the  eastern  states.  The  hardy  and  enterprising  Yan- 
Kees  j)ervade  every  bay,  river,  creek,  and  inlet  of  the  southern 
states  ;  and  for  their  Jioticns  carry  off  the  solid  coin  of  the 
country  to  replenish  their  colters.  They  every  where  undei> 
sell  and  undermine  the  established  southern  sloTekeej)ers. — 
Moreover,  the  cotton,  the  rice,  the  flour  the  tobacco,  and  the 
naval  stores  of  the  southern  states  have  enabled  the  ship-own- 
ers cS  the  eastern  slates  lo  amass  t])ose  overgrown  nabob  for- 
tunes, which  render  them  too  asj)iring  to  submit  to  Ihe  equal 
form  of  government  which  we  enjoy.  They  have  literally 
lived  ui>on  the  industry  of  the  southern  states.  Without  the 
latter,  their  section  of  the  union  would  rank  very  low  indeed 
in  the  scale  of  nations. 

This  state  of  things,  so  eminently  advantageous  to  Jhe  east- 
ern slates,  has  never  created  faction,  or  complaint,  or  convul- 
sions, or  threats  of  dissolving  the  union,  in  the  southern.- — 
They  have  cheerfully  supported  a  government  whose  chief  at- 
tention has  been  directed  to  the  promotion  of  commerce — and 
which  never  did  and  never  would  have  experienced  any  very 
great  difiicnlty  with  foreign  nations  but  from  the  cupidity  of 
the  mercantile  interest. 

It  requires  little  effort  to  prove,  and  little  capacity  to  per- 
ceive, that  there  is  a  commercial  rivalry  between  Boston  and 
Providence — between  Pliikidelphia  and  New  York — between 
Baltimore  and  PhilHdel[)hia.  But  that  r  serious,  thinking  peo- 
ple, like  those  of  ttie  eastern  states,  should  have  ever  been 
duped  to  believe  that  there  is  any  real  cause  of  jealousy  or  lios- 
tlity  between  the  commercial  and  agricultural  sections  of  the 
country,  is  a  folly,  of  ^\'hich  it  is  hardly  possible  to  find  a  paral- 
lel in  the  history  of  the  madness  and  ideocy  ot  the  human  spe- 
cies. 
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To  vie.v  the  subject  once  more — allhouoii  it  really  does 
not  deserve  fiiriher  attention.  Suppose,  still,  the  southern 
states  .\hoilj  agricultural,  and  the  middle  and  eastern  wholly 
conrmerciai,  and  that  the  former  have  an  overwhelming  majori- 
ty in  the  legislature  of  the  union,  Hoav  could  it  ever  enter  in- 
to the  mind  of  any  rational  being  to  imagine,  that  {he  majority 
could  for  a  moment  be  ignorant  of  the  plain  truth,  that  every 
stroke  aimed  at  commerce  was  a  stroke  at  their  own  vital  inte- 
rests ? 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  represenlatives  of  the  southern 
and  western  states  are  generally  gentlemen  of  the  highest  grade 
of  talents  in  congress.  From  causes  which  it  is  neither  neces- 
sary nor  proper  here  to  detail,  the  middle  states  have  rarely 
made  as  respectable  a  figure  in  that  body  as  could  have  been 
wished.  The  eastern  have  not  been  quite  so  unfortunate.  It 
requires,  however,  but  a  moderate  portion  of  candour  to  ac- 
kno'A  ledge,  that  although  they  are  occasionally  represented  in 
congress  by  men  of  consideraltle  talents,  they  are  in  the  ag- 
gregate far  beluw  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  Kentucky.— 
And  cwuld  this  plain  truth  escape  the  Eppeses,  the  Gileses,  the 
Ciays,  and  the  Pn.«es,  that  it  was  imi-ossiiile  to  injure  commerce 
without  int]ic4ing  an  equal  injury  on  agrlcuKure  ! 

The  agricultural  portioii  of  this  great  nation  could  infinilely 
better  dispense  with  the  C(?mmerciai,  than  the  latfer  with  the 
former.  Never,  since  commerce  tirst  began,  did  a  nation,  hav- 
ing bulky  raw  materials  to  sell,  and  having  demands  for  large 
quantities  of  merchandize,  find  any  difficulty  in  creating  a  ma- 
rine, or,  amidst  naval  competitors  for  her  trade,  in  securing, the 
transportation  of  her  commodities,  and  the  purchase  of  mer- 
chandize, on  fair  and  advantageous  terms.  But  the  decay  of 
Portugal,  Venice,  Genoa,  the  Hr.nse  Towns,  and  other  great 
commercial  states,  proves  that  a  nation  possessed  of  a  consider- 
able marine,  may, if  it  aflront  or  oiTend  the  nations  on  which  it 
depends,  be  reduced  to  its  native  and  intrinsic  insignificance. 

The  eastern  states  labor  under  very  great  disadvantages. — 
The  sterility  of  their  soil  will  leave  them  eternally  dependent 
upon  the  southern  states  ;  for  their  situation  imperiously  forces 
them  to  have  recourse  to  manufactures  and  commerce.  Their 
agriculture  must  always  be  comp^aratively  insignificant.  They 
therefore,  I  repeat,  owe  their  greatness  princi}«ally  to  the  im- 
m  nsely  valuable  trad^  they^  carry  on  with  those  states,  which 
their  ungrateful  writers  and  demagogues  are  constantly  vilify- 
ing and  abusing,  and  which  afford  the  principal  pabulum  for  the 
commerce  of  the  middle  and  eastern  states.  Those  demagogues 
pre,  as  1  have  statedj  unceasingly  exciting  animosities  between 
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the  two  sections  of  the  union,  by  pretending  a  rivalry  of  intei- 
esfs,\vhich  is  wholly  unfunnded.  There  isjet  me  repeat,real  cause 
of  jealousy  between  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  :  bat  none 
between  eif lier  vf  thein  and  Virginia  or  South  Carolina.  The 
latter  are,  and  will  probably  forever  continue,  great  agricultural 
states.  Their  immense  and  growing  productions  will  find  the  > 
most  valuable  employment  for  the  shipping  and  for  the  manu- 
factures of  the  ehstern  and  middle  states. 

Should  a  separation  take  place,  which  I  hope  and  trust  in 
the  goodness  of  Heaven  is  far  remote,  the  eas>ern  states  will 
rcj^ent  it  tirst  and  last.  They  wiil  have  reason  eternally  to  la- 
ment the  unhallowed  counsels  of  those  restless  demagogues, 
who  shall  have  plunged  them  into  the  abyss  of  ruin.  Their 
hardy  sons,  who  now  migrate  to  the  south vvard  and  westward 
by  hundreds,  will  abandon  their  native  soil  by  thousands — and 
daily  ad<l  streugth  to  the  rival  section  of  the  nation,  and  equal- 
ly enfeeble  the  parent  states.  The  latter  will  dwindle  into  the 
insiii;nificance  from  which  they  have  been  elevated  by  the  trib- 
ute they  have  levied  upon  Virginia  and  her  southern  sisters. 

The  horrors  of  an  immediate  CIVIL  WAR,  and  of  a  con- 
stant BORDER  WAR,  such  as  fGrmcrly  existed  between  Eng- 
land and  Scotland^  are  the  only  considerations  that  render  asfp- 
araticn  from  Massachusetts  a  measure  to  be  at  all  deprecated. — 
Were  we  insured  from  these  two  evils,  the  separation  would  be 
an  advantage  to  the  rest  of  the  nation;  for  she  has  harrassed 
the  national  coancils  to  a  most  intolerable  and  shameful  de- 
gree. 

She  has  appeared  determined,  if  she  could  not  rule  the  country 
herself  to  send  it  to  destruction  headlong.  She  has  been  for  years 
the  source  of  most  of  the  difficulties  of  the  union.  We  should 
not  have  had  w'ar  but  for  her.*  And  among  the  features  of  the 
present  crisis,  the  most  lamentable  one  is,  that  she  cannot  suf- 
fer the  consequences  of  her  folly,  her  arrogance,  her  restless- 
ness, her  faction,  her  jacobinism,  her  anti-Washingtonism,  with- 
*  out  inllicting  an  equal  degree  of  misfortune  on  her  innocent 
neighbours.  Could  she  suffer  alone,  it  were  "  a  consummation 
most  devGidly  to  be  wished.^''  A  strong  navigation  act,  and  dis- 
criminating duties,  would  soon  bring  her  to  her  senses,  and  con- 
vince her  of  the  immeasurable  folly  and  madness  she  has  been 


*  This  assertion  has  been  cavilled  at  by  a  Boston  writer,  but  not  refuted  Bos- 
ton, by  her  Jacobinical  opposiiion  to  the  peaceable  measiirfs  adopted  to  obtnin 
from  England  that  redress  for  which  she  herself  had  so  loudly  insisted  on  the  in- 
terference of  government — and  by  her  excitement  of  a  similar  ©pposition  through- 
out the  eastern  states  generally,  defeated  those  measures,  and  encouraged  Eng 
land  to  proaeed  in  her  outrages— which  tinally  led  to  war. 
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guilty  of.  They  would  sink  her  to  her  proper  level — that  lev- 
el, which  her  ungrateful  soil — her  insignificance  in  point  of  pop- 
ulation— and  the  narrow  limits  of  her  territory,  prescribe — and 
which,  I  repeat, nothing  but  the  advantages  she  has  derived  from 
her  persecuted,  insulted,  outraged,  and  defamed  sister  states, 
could  have  enabled  her  to  pass.  She  would  repent  of  her  in- 
fatuation, and  most  anxiously  seek  to  be  restored  to  a  confed- 
eracy, on  the  m?jor  part  of  which  she  had  unceasingly  levied 
heavy  contributions,  and  to  which  she  owed  all  that  prosperity, 
that  wealth,  and  that  affluence,  which  had  rendered  her  dizzy, 
inflated  her  with  pride  and  arrogance,  and  brought  on  her  dovi^- 
lall. 


CHAPTER  LII. 

Money  the  sinews  of  War,     Associations  to  prevent  the  success  q^ 
the  Loans.     Efforts  to  bankrupt  the  Govemmnt, 

Money  has  long  been  proverbially  styled  the  sinews  of  war. 
It  is  no  misnomer.  Soldiers  cannot  be  raised — nor  put  in  mo- 
tion—»or  arrayed  in  the  field  of  battle,  without  money  to  clothe 
#nd  to  feed  them.  A  government  at  war,  and  destitute  of  funds 
or  credit,  must  succumb  to  its  adversary — bend  the  neck  to  the 
yoke^ — make  humble  submission — and  receive  the  law  from  the 
conqueror.  To  these  truths  history  bears  ample  and  uniform 
testimony. 

Under  this  impression,  shortly  after  the  declaration  of  war, 
there  was  a  combination  formed  to  prevent  the  success  of  the 
loans  authorised  by  congress.  I  believe  that  nearly  all  those 
who  entered  mto  this  scheme  resided  in  the  eastern  states,  p«iv 
ticularly  in  Boston,  which  was  the  grand  focus  of  the  €onspi- 
racy. 

NTo  measure,  however  atrocious,  ever  was  destitute  of  a  plati- 
fiible  plea  to  palliate  or  justify  its  enormity.  This  high  handed 
conspiracy  to  destroy  the  credit  of  the  government  of  their 
country,  which  originated  among  the  "moral  and  religious  peo- 
ple" of  Boston,  was  predicated  upon  two  positions  : 

First,  that  Eoo-land  was,  and  had  always  been,  willing  to 
mnke  a  treaty  with  us  on  fair  and  honourable  terms;  and  that, 
so  great  was  her  magnanimity,  she  would  Uko  no  Hd\ (^ntage  of 
any  embarrassments  or  difficulties  that  might  arise  from  ihedeife 
traction  of  the  public  credit. 

C  c 
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Secondly,  that  our  administration  was  so  obstinately  deter- 
mined to  continue  the  war,  that  it  would  make  no  peace  whiie 
it  had  the  means  of  carrying  on  hostilities. 

A  corollary  from  these  positions  was,  that  if  the  conspira- 
tors prevented  the  success  of  the  loans,  and  deprived  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  means  of  prosecuting  the  war,  we  should  in 
consequence  have  peace.* 

Tiiese  extravagant  positions  must  excite  the  amazement  of 
any  calm  observer.  "  But  as  soon  as  he  should  be  tcqu  initd 
"  with  the  nature  and  exi^itence  of  prejudice,  pass;on,  obsliua- 
**cy,  "wilfulness,  wickedness,  and  aL)o\e  all,  wim  tl.(r  character 
"and  inlluence  of  party  spirit,  the  mj  stery  wouid  .  .iusJiat 
"once  :  for  it  would  then  see  that  these,  and  not  leason,  <!e- 
*'  cide.  Rcaso7i  asks  for  facts  and  arguments*  Fr/judia^  pas- 
*'  620W,  and  the  rest.,  ask  for  names,  t^ciuids,  ?icise,  and  fury.  By 
♦'  those  thy  are  impclkd — by  tluse  they  decide.'"^ 

Our  government  had  giveu  four  slioni;  and  irresistible  proofs 
of  a  disposition  to  conclutle  the  war,  which  must  ciirry  con\  ic- 
tion  to  every  candid  mind. 

First,  on  the  27lh  of  June,  1812,  it  had  offered  the  Briiish 
o-overnmeut  an  armistice  on  the  simple  and  reasonable  condi- 
tions of  suspending,  <iuring  the  negociation,  the  outrageous  in- 
jury of  impressment,  and  ourrendering  the  American  seamen 
previously  impressed.  0:7=  The  suspension  cf  impressment  of. 
that  p  fried  could  not  have  occasioned  Great  -Britain  any  possibd^ 
disadvantage  ;  for,  having  nearly  annihilated  all  the  rival  na- 
vies of  Europe,  her  stock  of  sailors  could  not  require  to  be  re- 
plenished by  impreFsment  from  our  vessels.  And  as  she  had 
at.  all  times  professed  a  willingness  to  surrender  our  seamen, 
there  could  have  been  no  difficulty  on  the  second  point.  She 
ought,  therefore,  to  have  met  our  amicable  overtures  with  frank- 
ness. IC  she  were  fighting  for  her  existence,  as  has  been  sai<l  a 
thousandtiires;  ^f  it  werejeormrdized  !vy  our  hostility;  it  was  the 
quintessence  of  madness  and  folly,  not  to  have  withdrawn  us  from 
the  number  of  her  enemies  when  she  could  have  effected  that 
grand  object  on  such. easy  terms,  without  impairing  her  credit 
or  character.  v^ 

*  This  paragraph  was  written  in  September  last.  The  result  of  the  nejocla- 
tlonsat  Client  fullv  establishes  the  folly  as  well  as  the  wickedness  of  these  pro- 
ceedings The  public  mind. has  been  since  very  considerably  undeceived  on  the.«e 
points'*  I  buve  heard  gentlemen  rejoice  at  the  success  of  the  illustrious  hero, 
JacVson.  at  New  Orleans,  as  leading  to  peace,  who,  one  or  two  years  since,  wore 
go  miiserab'y^e'uded  as  to  believe  that  the  road  to  a  cessation  of  war  lay  through 
tha  defe-r'l,  di'-jrace.  and  disaster  of  the  arms  of  their  native  country  ! 

f  The  Ex&minex,  by  Barent  Gardenier,  vol.  i.  page  57. 


l^HE  OLIVE  BRANCH.  307. 

Secondly,  it  had  prori^jtly  accepted  the  Russian  luediatioa 
for  the  termination  of  hostilities. 

Tiiirdiy,  to  remove  all  difficulty  on  the  important  subject  of 
impressmeat,  an  act  was  passed  by  congress,  on  the  3d  of 
Mtrch,  1813,  miking  such  provisions,  to  ccinnence  froia  the 
dose  of  the  war,  as  to  secure  Great  B.'itain  against  the  sedac- 
iioa  or  em_)loynient  of  her  seamen  on  board  our  vessels,  public 
or  private.* 

Fourthly,  and  most  particularly,  in  the  appointment  of  three 
ministers  to  negociate,  Mr.  Bayard,  a  decided  federalist,  was 
chosen — a  gentleman  of  high  standing  with  his  own  party — of 
c>nsiderabie  talents — and  strenouusiy  opposed  to  the  adminis- 
tration. Unless  his  instructions  had  been  fair  and  honorable, 
he  would  not  certainly  have  accepted  the  appointment. 

In  the  appointment  of  ministers  in  England  or  elsewhere,  I 
believe  no  similar  instance  has  occurred  of  the  choice  of  a 
person  hostile  to  the  administration  who  appointed  him.  It  was 
a  very  great  effort  to  remove  suspicion  and  jealousy  from  the 
public  mind.  Nothing  but  the  incurable  folly  and  madness 
engendered  by  faction,  could  possibly  resist  the  fair  inference 
warranted  by  this  appointment.  But  it  was  wholly  unavailing. 
Fitction  is  now,  ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be,  deaf,  and 
dumi>,  and  blind,  to  reason  and  common  sense. 

These  four  facts  notwithstanding,  the  persuasion  was  gener- 
al among  the  '■'•  Peace  Party^''  that  the  government  was  averse 
from  closing  the  war.  The  talents  of  the  federalists  in  the 
eastern  states  and  elsewhere,  were  now  put  in  requisition  to 
impress  this  idea  on  the  public  mind.  The  most  unceasing  ef- 
forts were  employed  on  the  subject.  The  leaders  of  the  party 
affected  to  be,  and  the  others  were,  inflexible  in  the  opinion  : 

In  consequence  every  possible  exertion  was  made,  particu- 
larly in  Boston,  to  deter  the  citizens  from  subscribing  to  the 
loans,  in  order  to  disable  the  government  from  carrying  on  the 
war,  and  of  course  force  it  to  make  peace.  Associations  were 
entered  into  in  the  most  solemn  and  public  manner  to  this  ef- 
fect. And  those  who  could  not  be  induced  by  mild  means, 
were  deterred  by  denunciatioL.3.  A  folio  volume  might  be  fill- 
ed with  the  lucubrations  that  appeared  on  this  subject. 

The  pulpit,  as  usual  in  Boston,  came  in  aid  of  the  press,  to 
secure  success.  Those  who  subscribed,  were  in  direct  terms 
declared  participators  in,  and  accessaries  to,  all  the  "  murders^ 

*  Anions;  the  members  w!io  voted  asiainst  this  bill  were  Messrs.  J(feiah  Quinces 
and  Jolin  Rmdolph.  Their  motives  iauct*iiave  been  ver^  extraordinary,  I  caii 
aot  fathom  thcns. 
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as  they  were  termed,  that  might  take  place  in  the  "  uniioly,  un- 
righteous^ wicked^  ahominahU,  and  accursed  war.^^* 

To  enable  Us  to  ^av  :^e  of  the  wickedness  of  these  proceed- 
ings, let  us  examine  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  com- 
plete success.  No  diminution  of  the  guiit  of  any  act  arises 
from  its  failure  to  produce  its  usual  and  intended  effect.  The 
man  who  nres  a  pistol  with  intent  to  kill,  is,  in  the  eye  of  Heav- 
en, a  ntturderei  equally  Tvith  him  whose  ball  passes  through  the 
Rrainsof  his  victim. 

Had  complete  success  crow'ned  the  efforts  of  the  conspirators, 
these  awful  consequences  would  have  taken  place  : 

First,  a  national  bankruptcy.+  The  public  creditors,  and 
those  who  depend  on  them,  would  have  been  ruined. 

Secondly,  with  the  downfall  of  the  public  stock,  would  have 
fallen  the  stocks  of  banks,  insurance-companies,^  &c.  &c. 

Thirdly,  private  bankruptcy  would  have  followed  to  an  en- 
fifraous  extent ;  and  wide  spread  ruin  would  have  pervaded  the 
nation. II 

Fourthly,  the  national  armies  musthnve  been  disbanded,  and 
the  frontiers  exposed  to  the  desolating  effects  of  the  hatchet 
and  tomahawk.  The  aged  matron — the  chaste  and  temler 
wife — the  blooming  maiden — the  decrepid  grandsire — the  man- 
ly father — and  the  helpless  infant — all  would  have  been  involv- 
ed in  one  wide,  impartial,  and  undistingjishing  destruction  ! 

Fifthly,  our  seaport  towns  would  have  been  exposed  to  the 
mercy  of  Cockburns  and  Gordons.  They  would  have  shar^ 
the  fate  of  Alexandria,  of  Hampton,  of  Havre-de-Grace,  and 
of  Frenchtown. 

And  Sixthly,  to  close  the  awful  catalogue,  our  government 
would  be  laid  at  the  mercy  of  Great  Britain  ; — and,  deprived 
of  the  means  of  resistance,  must  have  submitted  to  whatever 
ignominious  terms  she  might  choose  to  impose. 

These  were  the  results  that  must  have  taken  place,  had  com- 
plete success  crowned  the  horrid  project.  Never  was  more  un- 
holy purpose  attempted. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  many  of  the  persons  engaged  in 
this  conspiracy  did  not  contemplc43  such  extensive  results. — 
They  may  have  looked  no  farther  forward  than  to  the  restora- 

*  See  chapter  LVI. 

t  After  the  above  was  written,  this  effect  was  produced  to  a  certain  extent  by 
this  conspiracy. 

t  This  consequence  toolc  place  to  a  most  alarming  degree. 

11  Strong  tncps  of  the  pernicious  effects  of  this  conspiracy  appear  throughout 
the  union.  Some  of  the  conspirators  fell  ualaraented  victims  to  tbeir  own  rnac!*- 
irrations. 
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iion  of  peace.  But  the  leaders  in  the  scheme  were  too  keen, 
tiy*j  shrewd,  too  profound,  and  too  hostile  to  the  government 
of  their  country,  to  allow  us  to  extend  to  them  the  same  de- 
gree of  charity.  Their  minds  must  have  grasped  all  the  stu- 
pendojs  and  avful  consequences  ;  and  they  had  reconciled 
themselves  to  the  wide-spread  devastation. 

The  success  in  the  eastern  states  was  considerahle.  Few 
men  have  the  courage  lostem  the  tide  of  popular  delusion  Tvhea 
it  sets  in  very  strong.  There  were  some,  however,  who  sub- 
scribed openly,  in  deSance  of  denunciations  and  threats.  Oth- 
ers, of  less  tirm  texture,  loaned  their  money  by  stealth,  and  as 
clandestinely  as  if  it  were  treasonable.  W'hat,  alas  !  must  be 
the  awful  state  of  society,  when  a  free  citizen  is  afraid  of  lend- 
fns:  his  money  publicly,  to  support  the  government  that  protects 
him — the  mildest  form  of  government  ever  vouchsafed  by 
Heaven  to  mrin — whose  mildness  enabled  its  enemies  to  jeop- 
ardize its  very  existence  !  Who,  that  has  a  soul  to  feel — who, 
that  has  a  spark  of  patriotism  or  public  spirit  in  his  frame,  but 
must  be  tired  with  a  holy  indignation  at  such  a  hideous,  such  a 
horrible  state  of  the  public  mind  I 

*'  Money  i^  such  a  drug  (the  surest  sign  of  the  former  prosperity,  and  pre.ierd 
insecurity  of  trade)  that  men  against  their  consciences,  their  honour,  their  c'aty, 
their  professions  and  PROM[SES — are  willing  to  lead  it  secretly — to  support  the 
very  measures  which  are  both  iniended  and  calculated  for  their  ruin."* 

This  paragrajihj  the  production  of  John  Lowell,  establishes 
the  existende  of  a  combination  to  prevent  the  success  of  the 
loans,  who  had  ^^ promised'*  each  other,  or  pledged  themselves, 
not  to  s  jbscribe  :  some  of  whom,  nevertheless,  did  subscribe — 
but,  to  avoid  the  reproaches  and  persecution  of  their  associates, 
did  it  "  secretly.''''  This  conclusion  irresistibly  follows.  These 
*'•  promises  not  to  lend  their  money ^''^  must  refer  to  the  combina- 
tion T  have  stated.  It  can  have  no  other  meaning.  And  the 
iair  construction  of  their  lending  "  secreclly''''  can  be  no  othec 
than  that  they  were  liable  to  disgrace  with,  or  persecution  from, 
their  party,  if  they  were  known  to  lend. 

Of  the  species  of  denunciations  held  out  to  deter  from  sab- 
scriptions,  somn  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  following  para- 
graphs, taken  from  various  Boston  papers. 

"  lud  no  man  loho  loishes  to  continue  the  war  by  active  means,  hy  vote  or 
hnlin^  money^  dare  to  prostritb  himself  \t  the  altar  on  the 
FA.ST  DA.Y  ;  for  they  ar-e  ad  ly Hi/  as  mn'^h  parlnfcerf<  in  the  war,  as  the  sol" 
dip.r  who  thrusts  tlie  hayoael ;  aH  THE  JUDu.>I£Nf  OF  GOD  WilAi 
AWAIT  TtlEM." 

*  See  Road  ta  Ruin,  No.  5. 

C  c  2 
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Money  lent  by  Federal Lts. 

*'  Will  federalists  subscribe  to  the  loan  i'  will  they  lend  money  to  oar  national 
rulers  p  It  is  impossible.  First,  because  of  the  principU' ;  vmd  ^'condly,  be- 
cause of  principal  and  interest.  If  they  lend  money  now,  they  rn^ke  themselves 
parties  to  the  violations  of  the  constitution,  the  cruelly  oppressive  measures  ia, 
relation  to  commerce,  and  to  all  the  crimes  which  Ijave  occurred  in  the  field  and 
in  the  cabinet.  To  what  purpose  liave  federalists  exerted  themselvea  to  g'low 
the  wickedness  of  tliis  war,  to  rouse  the  public  sentiment  against  it,  and  to  show 
the  authors  of  it  not  only  to  be  unworthy  of  public  confidence,  but  highly  irim- 
fnal,  if  now  tlify  contribute  the  sutBs  of  money  without  whicii,  thrsc  rulers  muft 
be  compelled  to  stop  ;  must  be  compelled  to  return  to  the  policy  and  measures  uuder 
which  this  country  once  was  at  peace,  and  in  singular  prosperity. 

*'  By  the  magnanimous  course  pointed  out  by  governor  Strong,  that  is,  by  with- 
holding all  voluntary  aid  in  i-rojecnting  the  war,  and  manfully  rxpressing  our  o- 
pinion  as  to  its  injustice  and  ruinous  tendency  we  have  arretted  its  progress  ; 
and  driven  back  its  authors  to  abandon  their  ne/atiou^  schemes^  and  to  look  anx- 
iously for  peace  What  then  if  we  now  lend  them  money  ;'  They  will  not  mak* 
peace  ;  they  will  still  hanker  for  Canada  ;  they  ^ill  still  assemble  forces  aurf 
shed  blood  on  our  western  frontier.  Mere  pride,  if  nothing  else,  would  make 
them  doit.  The  motives  which  first  brought  on  the  war,  will  still  continue  it.  if 
money  can  be  had.  But  some  toy — nUl  you  let  the  country  become  bankrupt  !  no, 
the  atuntry  will  ntver  become  bankrupt.  But  pray  do  not  prevent  the  abc- 
SERg  OF  THEIR  TRUST  BECOMING  BANKRUPT.  Do  not  pfevrnt  them  from  becom- 
ing odious  to  the  public,  and  r<»placed  by  better  men.  q^  Any  federalist  mho 
lends  money  19  government,  must  go  and  shake  handy  nufi  Jaines  Madison,  and 
claim  fellow.siiip  with  Felix  Grundv.  rrT=  Ld  him  no  more  call  himself  a  feder- 
alist and  friend  tt  kis  country  !  !  '!  HE  WILL  BE  CALLED  BY  OTHERS, 
INF  \M  JUS  !  !  !  I  !  ! 

"  But.  secondly,  federalists  will  not  lend  money,  because  they  will  never  get  it 
again  How,  where,  and  when,  are  the  governn>€nt  to  get  money  Mpsy  interest  ? 
And  fjjp  ^^"  C'""  tell  whether  future  rulers  may  think  the  debt  Contracted  under 
such  >  1.  cum-itances,  and  by  men  who  lend  money  to  help  out  measures  which  they 
have  loudly  and  constantly  condemned,  ought  to  be  paid.  On  the  whole,  then, 
there  are  two  very  strong  reasons  why  federalists  will  not  lend  money — first  be- 
cause it  would  be  a  base  abaudonment  of  political  atid  moral  principles  ;  and  sec- 
ondly because  it  is  pretty  certain  they  will  never  be  paid  agaiv, 

'*  It  is  very  grateful  to  find  tiiat  the  universal  sentiment  is,  that  {Xp  ANY 
MKN   WHO    LENDS  HIS    MONEY    TO   THE    GOVERNMENT,    AT 

THE  PRESENT  TIME,  WILL  FORFEIT  ALL  CLAIM  TO  COMMON 
HC.NESTY  ND  COMMON  COURTESY  AMONG  ALL  TRUE 
FRIEND-  T  )  THE  COUNTRY  !!!!!!  God  forbid  that  any  federalist 
sliouid  ever  ho><i  up  iiis  hand  to  pay  federalists  for  money  Itnt  to  the  present  ru-. 
lers  ;  and  federalists  can  judge  whether  democrats  will  tax  their  constituents  to 
pay  interest  to  federalists  "     Boston  Gazette,  April  14,  1814 

'•  The  War  advocates  appear  very  sore  and  chagrined  at  the  failuie  of  the  late 

loan,  and  in  their  ravings  ascribe  the   meagre   subscriptions  to  the   truths  whicli 

haTe  appeared  in  the  federal  papers  on  the  subject.     Boston  Ceatinel,  J\i|arch  24, 

1813. 
"  Our  merchants  constitute  an  honourable,  high-miofled,  independent,   and  in- 

tellige»t  class  of  citisens.     They  feel  the  oppression,  injury,   and  mockery,  with 

■whirlh  they  are  treated  Hy  their  government.     They  will  lend  them  money  to  re- 

trac  their  steps — but  none  to  persevere  in  their  present  course,     rt^  Let  every 

highwayman  find  hh  own  pistols  "     Boston  Gazette. 

"  We  have  only  room  this  evening  to  say  that  we  trast  no  true  friend  to  his 

Muntry  w- II  be  found  among  the  subscribers  to  the  Gallatin  loanV     New- York 

Evening  Post. 

"  No  neace  will  ever  be  made,  till  the  people  say  there  shall  be  no  war.     11 
the  rich  men  continue  to  furnish  money,  thi  war  nUl  continue  tUl  iht.  mounXaim 
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ere  melted  n'dh  hlood — fill  every  Jldd  in  America  is  while  niththe  hones  of  (ht 
pe-'ple."  Discour.e  ddivered  at  Byfieid,  April  7,  1314.  By  Elijah  Parisli,  D. 
D- 

"  If  tills  war  i'^  to  be  supported  by  loans,  paper  stock  will  breed  a?  fast  and 
faster  than  merinoes.  The  fleeceg,  if  your  pastures  are  good,  will  yield  ti)e  inter- 
est ;  but  for  your  interesi  of  paper  stock,  you  must  yield  a  fleece  of  loans  annu- 
ally from  your  own  pockets.  The  admiral  and  the  purser  have  informed  thft 
crew,  that  they  have  hut  few  sliot  in  the  looker  ;  they  must  be  replenished,  or 
the  war  laurf-l*  must  wither  In  our  old  war,  when  private  men  were  public 
creditors,  and  became  som  w  lat  impatie- 1  of  puMic  delay,  the  administration 
would  promise  t'>  mone  new  doilar  for  two  hundred  o'd  ones,  and  trj"  their  pa- 
tience again,  [[j^  ^ly  bro1he>farmer!<  'f  y  ni  have  m  ney  to  let,  let  it  lay.  If 
the  war  continues,  you  will  purchaS'.  ymr  sock  at  four  vears  old,  cfieaper  than  you 
mn  raise  it  ;  so  uu)u<t,is  thi>  ofFen>  ve  war  m  which  our  rubers  have  plunged  us, 
in  t)ie  sobt-r  con»ider.itio:i  of  ini'I  otis,  that  [Vj^  they  cannot  conscientimidy  ap' 
proach  the  God  of  armies  for  his  blessing  upon  it.'*  Boston  Ceatinel,  i3th,  Jaa- 
4Jary,  1813 

The  following:  advertisements  contain  volumes.  They  e- 
vince,  beyond  the  power  of  doubt  or  denial,  the  horrible  state 
to  which  a  few  factious,  violent  men,  by  their  treasonable  prac- 
tices, had  red»)ced  the  town  of  Boston,  when  those  who  were 
disposed  to  support  their  own  government,  were  obliged  to  do 
it  as  clandestinely  as  if  they  were  engaged  in  some  dangerous 
conspiracy. 

Tlie  New  Lean. 

*     From  ike  Boston  Chronicle,  April \k,  ISl*. 

From  the  advice  of  several  respected  friends,  we  are  induced  to  announce  to 
ihe  public  that  subscriptions  to  the  new  loan  will  be  received  by  us  as  agents  un- 
til the  2Jth  iust.  from  individuals,  or  incorporated  bodies,  in  sums  of  $  500  and 
upwards.  The  subscriptions  to  conform  to  the  regulations  announced  by  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  dated  !th  April.  Payments  may  be  made  in  Boston  mo- 
ney, or  in  any  otlier  in  the  United  States,  the  subscriber  paying  the  customary 
rate  of  discount.  Applications  will  be  received  frona  any  persons  who  wish  to 
receive  their  intere^^t  in  Bostnn  by  letters  post  paid,  or  bv  written  applications 
from  individuals  in  Boston,  [Tr' AND  THE  NAMES  OF  ALL  SUBSCRI- 
BERS SH.\LL  BE  KNO\Vi^  ONLY  TO  THE  UNDERSIGNED,  accord- 
ing to  the  proposals  of  the  s«?cretary  of  the  treasury  (for  more  particulars  see 
his  advertisement  ;)  each  applicant  must  name  the  highest  rate  he  will  give  :  and 
if  the  loan  is  granted  lower  than  his  proposal,  it  will  of  course  be  for  his  benefit : 
bat  on  the  other  hand,  if  higher  he  will  lose  the  benefit  of  being  a  subscriber  — 
The  certificates,  and  all  the  businesB  relating  to  it,  will  be  delivered  free  c^ 
charge. 

GILBERT  &  DEAN,  Brokers, 

*•  Exchange  Coffee  House,  Boston,  April  12." 

From  the  Boston  Gazeete,  April  14,  1814. 
THE  LOAN. 

*'  Subscriptions  will  be  received  through  the  agency  of  tke  subscriber  to  the 
25th  inst.  inclusive 

*'  To  avoid  rj^  the  irtconvmirnce  of  personal  appearance  to  mbscribe,  applica- 
tions in  writing  will  be  received  from  any  part  of  the  state.  Eacli  applicant  will 
name  the  highest  rate  he  will  give,  and  if  the  loan  shall  be  granted  lower  thao 
Ips  proposJilj  he  -will  reap  the  besieiit .  tmfe  if  higher  thao  his  oiFer,  tie  Will  have 
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Bill  it.     The  amount,   rate,   arif^  rr?' NAME  OF  ANY    APPLICANT 
J,   AT  Hl>  REQL  E.^T,   PE  K      >WN  0.\LY  TO  THE   SI  B>rRI- 


no  A\zrp. : 

eiJ\LL.     ^   .„   ..      ,.   „.     .„    ..,...., 

DER      AH  the  busint  ss  sliall  be  transacted,  and  cerliTxates  delivered  to  tlie  sub- 
tcribers  williout  expense." 

JESSE  PUTNAM. 


On  the  above  advertisements,  and  others  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter, (he  following:  comments  Mere  pu' lished  in  the  same  pajier. 

*'  How  dcgr-'ded  musf  nir  g  ivernmenf  be  even  in  their  mvn  eyes,  when  they  re-i 
sort  to  such  tricks  to  ohtan  money  nkich  n  c  immon  Jew  broker  nould  be  ashamed 
of  TUey  nui-t  be  vv<ji.  aoqniiiited  witb  the  fnbric  of  tlw^  utn  who  are  t.  loan 
them  money,  wiien  tt)<\v  (.flD  r  tljat  if  they  will  have  the  goodness  to  do  it  their 
names  shall  not  he  expoifd  to  the  world.  They  know  right  well  thsit  rt^  the 
iinnse  is  so  sneikiitg  'ind  vile,  that  nobody  would  be  seen  in  the  bmad  day-i  f^ht  to 
lend  them  money  H>weverit  is  consistent  with  the  system  of  deception  and  ■ 
double  deali;ig  w'licli  they  have  alwa\  g  practised  - 

*'  CTipitalist<  may  be  induc«'d  to  subscribe  to  the  loan,  bec;iu  e  it  will  tend  (o 
shorten  the  w^r  But  what  pledge  have  tliey  when  they  have  poured  all  their 
Kash  into  the  lap  of  goveii.n  <iit,  that  the  war  wi'l  end  r 

'■  No  one  doubts  of  thfir  rancour  and  ill-will  towards  England  :  that  they  are 
billing  to  fight  her  as  long  as  they  can  get  monry.  \\'v\\  then,  if  they  can  guU 
the  rich  men.  and  get  as  many  loans  as  Ihey  ask  for.  will  they  not  Jight  till  thai  is 
gx)nt  ?  yea,  and  until  they  can  nt  gotinte  new  loans  upon  the  samf  tcims  I' 

''  Perh^pp  moD'ed  mtn  may  be  bribed  by  the  high  intere-t  that  ig  offered.  But 
^  they  withhold  their  aid.  'md  so  force  the  government  into  a  peace,  will  not  their 
capital  be  better  emplf»yed,  if  engaged  in  trade  •'  wili  they  not  liave  better  secu— 
rity  for  its  payment,  and  at  their  con.mand  when  they  as'*  for  it  p 

*'  On  the  whola  we  think  it  no  way  to  get  out  of  the  war,  to  give  mnvf^y  to  the 
government,  when  the  very  thing  that  prevents  them  from  carrying  it  ••^  is  thi 
want  of  monty.''^     Boston  Gazette,  April  H,  181  h 

After  having  intimidated  the  citizens  from  lending  their  mo- 
ney publicly,  by  the  most  infl  ramatory,  and  seditions,  ,  nA 
threatening  publications,  of  which  the  preceding  extracts  afford 
a  slight  specimen,  these  vsrilers  revile  and  abuse  the  govf^rn- 
ment,  because  those  who  wish  to  lend,  are  hiviled  by  the  brokers 
to  do  it  secretly!  What  transcendant  wickedness  and  injustice  ! 

Hundreds  of  similar  paragraphs  and  essays  were  written 
vith  a  view  to  dissuade  and  intimidate  monied  men  from  sub- 
scribing to  the  loans.  Canting  hypocrites,  who  were  violating 
the  fundamental  laws  of  society,  encouraging  "  smuggling,"  and 
*'  perjury," — "acquiring  ill-gotten  wealth  at  the  expense  ff  pub- 
lic morals" — and  endeavouring,  though  a  small  minority,  to 
trample  down  the  majority,  had  the  wickedness  to  invoke  "  the 
judgmerd  of  God''  upon  the  supporters  of  a  lawful  and  mild 
government! 

In  the  middle  states,  the  federalists  did  not  enter  into  the 
project,  or  to  a  very  limited  extent.  Many  of  them  were  sub- 
scribers— some  on  a  very  Ii!>eral  scale.  An*'  ^hus  the  loans,  in 
spite  of  the  press,  and  the  pulpit,  and  the  efforts  of  the  conspi- 
rators Succeeded,  to  their  infinite  mortification.  New  meani 
were  bro tight  into  operdtioD,  which  were  temporarily  crowned 
"ivith  success. 
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CHAPTER    LIII. 

Smuggling  carried  to  a  great  excess  in  Boston.  Specie  abundant 
tlure.  Oppressive  drafts  on  New-York.  Arrangetnenti)  he- 
twcen  persons  in  Canada  and  in  Boston.  Govermnent  Bills.— 
Treason  in  the  United  States.  Misprision  of  treason.  High 
treason  in  Great  Britain.     Hanging,  drawing  and  quartering. 

How  strong  soever  may  be  the  general  sense  of  the  infamy 
of  smuggling,  it  has  always  prevailed;  and  vviil  never  be  whoi- 
iy  suppressed,  while  it  holds  out  sUch  great  advantages,  and 
while  there  are  men  to  be  found  m  ho  worship  gain  as  their  God. 
It  is  not  therefore  surprising,  that  the  n'^n  importation,  the  em- 
bargo, 6zc.  being  denounced  as  oppressive,  unjnst,  and  uncon- 
slitutional — and  the  war  as  wicked,  and  unprovoked,  and  cor- 
rupt, smuggling  should  be  carried  on  lo  a  most  prodigious  ex- 
tent, especially  as  the  public  papers  in  Boston  repeatedly  invi- 
ted and  urged  the  citizens  to  set  the  restrictive  system  at  defi- 
ance. These  circumstances  conspired  to  supply  tlial  town  with 
smuggled  goods  on  a  very  large  scide. 

Of  the  extent  to  which  smuggling,  and  fraud,  and  perjury 
have  been  carried  in  Boston,  some  idea  my  be  formed  from  the 
following  "precious  confession,"  written  by  John  Lowell.  It 
describes ,  a  state  of  society  not  exceeded  in  the  most  corrupt 
countries  in  Europe. 

'*  Encouraged  tnd  protected  /rom  infamy  by  the  just  odium  against  the  rvar^ 
.fj^  they  engage  in  larvless  spedulations — sneer  at  the  restraints  of  conscience-^ 
[aiigh  at  perjury — mock  at  legal  restraints — and  acquire  an  ill-gotten  n'ecUh  at  the 
expense  of  public  morals^  and  of  the  more  sober^  conscientious  parts  of  the  co/n7/H$- 

It  was  worthy  of  the  most  serious  -reflection  of  the  honoura- 
ble and  public-spirited  federalists  of  the  middle  and  southern 
states,  how  far  they  could,  without  disgrace  and  dishonor,  "/<?/- 
low  tlie  lead*^  of  a  town  wher&  such  a  state  of  things  existed^* 

*  Road  to  Ruin,  No.  6. 

t  Mr.  Lowell  denies  that  the  above  portrait  was  drawn  for  Bostoa.  He  says, 
*'  the  remarks  were  intended  to  apply  to  other  states  than  Massachusetts" — but 
he  does  not  specify  which  are  the  states.  I  have  reconsidered  the  subject,  and 
am  not  disposed  to  admit  his  defence.  Tl»e  depravation  of  morals  he  describes, 
is,  he  says  the  reiult  of  '  smuggling.'*^  And  this  is  protected  from  infamy  by 
*'  the  ju«t  odium  against  the  war."  Now  it  is  well  known  that  there  was  no  part 
of  the  United  States  where  smuffgling  was  carried  on  so  largely  and  so  barefac- 
edly as  in  Boston — and  none  where  «o  much  pains  were  taken  to  excite  the  pub- 
lic passions  against  the  war,  or  with  so  much  success.  It  is  therefore  not  in  J^Ir. 
Lowell's  power  to  remove  the  fairness  of  the  application. 


314  THE  OLIVE  BRANCH. 

where  no  regard  was  paid  to  the  "  restraints  of  conscience'^ — 
where  "  perjury"  was  a  subject  of  '  laughter" — where  "  legad 
restraints^'*  were  "  set  at  defiance" — and  wliere  -'■public  morals'''' 
were  sacrificed  to  the  acqiiisi'ion  of  '*  iil-goiten  wealth,'' — What 
an  awful  consideration  it  is,  ihdt  such  a  descriplion  of  citizens 
should  have  had  it  in  their  po  .er  materially  to  affect  the  desti- 
nies of  eight  millions  of  people  and  their  posterity  !  lor  it  is  a  most 
frightful  trulii,  thdt  all  the  violent,  lawless,  Jacobinical,  and 
wicked  measures,  which  were  driving  this  country  to  perdition, 
had  their  origin  in  Boston,  where  "  perjury  and  smuggling," 
were  the  roads  to  fortune — and  v/here  "conscience  afforded  no 
restraint.' * 

Mr.  Lowell,  afler  drawing  this  frightful  picture,  endeavours 
to  make  the  administration  nnswerable  for  the  whole  to  "a  just 
God,"  who  "  knows  how  to  trace  the  causes  of  human  events.''' — 
This  is  most  sorry  and  contemDtible  canting,  and  can  deceive 
no  man  beyond  the  r.vnk  of  an  ideot.  This  hideous  derange- 
ment of  morals  is  solely  the  proiluction  of  faction,  which  con- 
secrates every  means,  however  wicked,  to  answer  its  vile  pur- 
poses. 

*' Administration  hirelings  may  revile  the  northern  states,  and  the  merchantg 
generally  (or  ^^^  iMs  moiislrout  depravation  of  morals,  this  execrable  course  fo 
smuggling  nnd  fruud.  But  t  brre  is  a  just  God,  who  knows  how  to  trac*-  the 
causes  ot"  hiinoan  ewats  :  and  \^^  he  will  assuredly  visit  upon  the  authtrs  of  this 
9vur,  all  the  iniquUies  of  rvhichv  ha$  been  the  occasion.  If  the  guilty  deserve  out 
scorn  or  our  pity,  the  tempters  and  seducers  deserve  our  execration.''''f 

This  is  very  just  and  true.  The  guilty  deserve  our  scorn. — 
The  seducers  merit  execration.  But  who,  let  me  ask  were  the 
seducers  ?  Those,  indubitably,  who  for  so  many  years  had 
<been  employed,  by  every  means,  however  base  or  vile,  in  ex* 
citinsc  the  people  to  forcible  opposition  to  the  rulers  of  t:*eir 
choice — who  had,  in  the  public  papers,  openly  invited  those^ 
who  needed  no  such  invitation,  to  violate  laws  fairly  and  con- 
stitutionally enacted,  which  they  falsely  denounced  as  oppress- 
ive and  "  unconstitutional.^'  These  were  ^'  the  seducers,''    These 

N  *  [  wish  here  to  avoid  being  misunderstood.  This  statement  respecting  Boston 
is  to  be  received  vvith  due  qu.ililcation-'.  I  ave  numerous  and  most  estimable  ac- 
quaiutances  in  Boston—  equa!  in  point  of  honour  and  -utegrity  to  any  citizens  in 
the  United  States.  And  such  f  considr-r  the  mass  of  t'.je  inhabitants.  But  in 
time?  of  fictions  violence  the  worst  men  always  rise  uppermost ;  ^ia  the  a?cen- 
dancy  ;  give  t!ie  tone  to  public  ra-"asures  ;  and  establish  an  arbitrary  sway  — 
And  men  whO'"  lau2;h  at  pprjury,"  and  "  sneer  at  the  restraints  of  conscience," 
are  precisely  those  who  in  sucn  times  of  frenzy  bear  sway  over  their  fellow  citi- 
icnns,  and  bear  down  or  force  with  them  the  dispassionate  and  well  intentioned.— 
At  '11  events,  the  picture  of  Boston  is  t.ot  mine  If  it  be  incorrect,  1  am  not  an- 
swerab  e  Let  Mr.  Lowell  and  tiis  friends  settle  the  account  between  them. 
fjRoadtoRuin,  No.  6. 
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iwere  the  men  on  whom  heaven  in  its  righteous  decrees,  would 
**■  visit  all  the  iniquities"  to  which  their  atnoilion,  their  turuu- 
lence,  and  their  laciious  spirit  had  given  occasion. 

1*1  ^Liy  valuable  British  prizes  were  sent  into  Boston,  which 
greauy  udde  1 1  t  estock  ofgoods introduced  tnere  :>y  sniuggiinc. 
The  mi  i  *.ia  southern  states,  wnicn  iciVained  iVom  mis  i>es- 
tiferous  pr^^'  ice,  derived  nearly  all  their  supplies  of  lorei^n 
jnerchandize  irom  thjt  town.  This  course  of  events  tilled  the 
Taults  of  the  banks  in  Boston  with  incon^t  utbly  more  specie 
-4han  they  ever  held  before — and  r  ised  ver/  h.-avy  Oalances  a- 
^ainst  the  banks  in  New-York.  The  Philadci.;ijia  o  nKs  were 
Indebted  to  New  York;  those  in  JtJallinure  to  Fhii.idelphi?i| 
-and  so  on,  more  to  the  souin  « nrd. 

It  miy  not  be  uuarausmg  i  »  the  reader  to  explain  this  prO" 
cess  a  little  more  in  detail.  New  York  purcn  ised  goods  large- 
ly in  Boston,  partly  fo;  bank  n oies  and  partly  on  credit.  For 
the  latter  portion  promissory  notes  were  giv  trn,  which  were 
transmitted  from  Boston  to  the  New-York  banks  for  colhction. 
Very  large  purchases  were  likewise  made  in  Boston  us  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Richmond,  Peters  -urg,  &;c.  Pay- 
ments v,  ere  made  in  bank  notes,  *f  the  middle  and  souiliern 
states,  and  in  promissory  notes.  Both  were  sent  on  to  New- 
York,  the  firsL  fnr  transmission  to  the  otmks  whence  they  were 
issued — and  the  second  for  collection. 

This  state  of  things  suggested  the  stupendous  idea,  at  which 
the  reader  will  stand  aghast,  of  wielding  the  tinauciai  advanta- 
ges then  enjjjed  by  Boston,  to  produce  the  elfect  which  the 
j)ress  and  the  pul:)it  had  failed  to  accomplish — that  is,  to  stop 
tlie  wheels  of  go  ennnent  by  draining  the  banks  in  the  middle  atid 
soidlurn  slates  of  their  specie,  and  thus  producing  an  utter  disa- 
hiliii/ to  fill  ih£  loans!! !  This  scheme  was  projected  in  the 
winter  of  1813  14— and  immediate  arrangements  were  made 
to  carry  it  into  execution..  It  richly  earned  ior  the  projectors 
the  heavy  curses  of  the  widows  and  orphans  and  other  persons 
on  whom  it  entailed  so  much  distress  and  ruin. 

Accordingly  the  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  southern  bank 
notes,  held  by  the  Boston  banks,  were  transmitted  with  de- 
mands for  their  amount  in  specie — and  drafts  were  Hkevvise 
drawn  on  the  New  York  banks  for  the  balances  on  the  face  of 
the  books  to  enormms  amounts.  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
the  sum  thus  drawn  was  seven  or  eight  millions*  of  dollars 

*  When  I  wrote  'hi«  passage  I  greatly  vjaderrated  the  amount  thus  withdrawn 
from  •npmildle  ^nd  southern  state?,  which  I  e»uaiat?d  at  only  fouf  iniiiions  of 
^pilars.     Subsequent  en<iaifies  have  satisfied  me  tJiat  it  Tvas  proSabiy  double.that 
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from  the  time  of  coramencina;  these  operations  till  the  31st  of 
August,  1814,  a  space  of  about  eight  moaths.  To  relieve 
themselves  from  this  pressure,  the  New  York  hanks  drew  as 
lar2;ely  as  the  state  of  the  accounts  would  admit,  on  those  in 
Pliiladelphia — the  latter  on  those  in  Baltimore — and  those  in 
the  letter  city  on  Wnshington,  Alexandria,  Richmond,  <fec. 

A  fearful  alarm  spread  thron£?;h  the  commimity.  The  issue 
was  looked  for  with  terror.  Wagt;ons  v\ere  loaded  with  specie 
at  the  doors  of  our  banks  almost  every  week.  There  have 
been  three  at  one  time  loading  in  PhiladelphiR.  The  banks 
throughout  the  middle  and  southern  states  ^fere  obliged  to  cur- 
tail their  discounts.  Bankruptcies  took  place  to  a  considerat^le 
extent.  Even  wealthy  men,  who  were  wholly  unprepared  for 
such  a  crisis,  suffered  great  inconvenience.  Some  who  had 
subscribed  to  the  loans  were  unable  to  comply  with  their  en- 
gagements:  and  others  were  withheld  from  subscribing,  by  the 
^'eneral  jiressure  for  money.  In  conseqitence,  the  loan,  then 
pending,  partially  failed,  to  the  very  great  embarrassment  of  the 
government,  and  distress  of  the  public.  This  was  the  nefarious 
object  in  view, 

I  have  before  me  "a  true  abstract  of  the  statements  of  Xhe  se- 
veral bank  cor|)orations  of  Mass:ichusetts,  rendered  Jan.  1814." 
and  published  by  the  secretary  of  that  commonwealth,  from 
which  I  extract  the  Amount  of  specie  in  their  vaults,  and  of 
their  notes  in  circulation. 

Specie,  Notes  in  circulation. 

Massachusetts  Bank,  $  2,1 1 4,1 64  682,708 

Union,  657,795  233,225 

Boston,  1,182,572  369,903 

State,  659,066  509,000 

New  England,  284,456  161,170 

Mechanics,  47,391  44,595 

$4,945,444  2,000,601 


Of  course  there  could  not  be  the  least  pretext  of  want  of 
specie,  to  answer  the  utmost  demand  that  could  be  reasonably 
calculated  on.     They  possessed,  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 

amount.  The  banVs  from  New  York  to  Norfolk  inclusively,  3s  well  as  most  of 
those  to  the  westward,  were  lileriHy  drained  of  their  specie,  ?r.d  nearly  redui-ed 
to  b'lnkruptcy  Two  million?  of  dollars  and  more  have  frf-QC-r'ty  bfpp  export- 
ed frail,  p:  .  .ideldhia  for  the  East  Indies  in  single  seasons,  without  producing  any 
sensible  effect. 
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their  uotes  in  circulation,  nearly  250  tiollars  in  specie — a  state 
of  things  probably  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  banking,  from 
the  days  of  the  Lombards  to  the  present  time. 

No  man  can  pretend  that  with  the  above  enormous  amount  of 
specie  and  the  moderate  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  these 
banks  would  have  deemed  it  either  advisable  or  necessary  to 
make  such  very  unusual  and  immoderaie  drafts,  particularly 
at  the  season  of  the  year  when  this  project  was  commen- 
ced, unless  there  was  some  extraordinary  object  to  be  ac= 
complished. 

Notwithstanding  the  enormous  sums  of  specie  drawn  into  the 
town  of  Boston  from  New  York,  Philadelphia,  S:c.  so  great 
was  the  drain  away  to  Canada  and  Nova  vScotia,  to  pay  for 
government  bills  and  for  smuggled  goods,  that  but  a  very  mod- 
erate sum  remained  at  the  begimiing  of  the  year  1815.  I  an- 
nex a  statement  of  the  amount  in  the  vaults  of  the  different 
banks  at  two  periods  subsequent  to  the  preceding  date,  from 
which  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  tlie  pernicious  extent  to  which 
these  proceedings  were  carried. 

July  1,  1814.         Jan.  l,1815o 

Massachusetts  Bank,  $  1,959,405  763,682 

•Union,  639,789  202,786 

Boston,  1,270,731  691,729 

State,  1,114,421  88,339 

New  England,  484,258  252,832 


-$5,468,604  1,999,368 


Thus  it  appears  that  in  six  months  the  amount  of  specie  had 
been  reduced  the  enormous  sum  of  nearly  three  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  notwithstanding  the  continual  supplies  from  New 
York  till  the  31st  Aug.  1814. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  justify  the  extravagant  drafts 
above  stated,  as  merely  the  result  of  the  balance  of  trade  in  fa- 
vor of  Boston,  it  hns  been  asserted,  that  it  was  no  more  than 
right  and  proper  for  the  banks  of  that  town  to  require  the  bal- 
ances due  them ;  and  that  the  case-daily  occurs  of  banks  draw- 
ing on  each  other  in  a  similar  mode  when  balances  accrue- 

These  palliatives  will  not  stand  the  test  of  sober  examina- 
tion. A  large  portion  of  the  heaviest  drafts,  indeed  those  that 
first  excited  alarm,  were  made  during  the  winter,  when  the 
freight  was  20,  25,  or  30  per  cent,  higher,  in  consequence  of  the 
%vretched  state  of  t^ie  roads,  than  it  would  have  been  had  ther 

I)  d 
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waited  a  few  weeks.  This  is  a  conclusive  circumstance  taken 
i-n  conjunction  with  the  fact,  that  there  was  a  superaljund-iiice 
of  specie  in  the  Boston  banks,  and  likewise  with  the  laborious, 
and  unceasing,  and  profligate  etlorts  that  had  been  so  long  made 
to  destroy  the  public  credit. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  person  in  the  slightest  degree  ac- 
quainted with  banking,  that  when  two  backs  in  different  citie€ 
carry  on  a  large  iiatercoiirse  with  each  other,  balances  will  arise 
ill  favor  pf  one  and  against  the  other,  t^len  to  a  very  large 
amount ;  which  balances  remain  unclaimed  sometimes  for 
months  together,  unltss  the  specie  be  acluallj'  wcnted.  1  he 
banks  do  not  choose  unnecessarily  to  incur  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation— and  wait  in  expectation  of  the  balance  being  redu- 
ced by  the  regular  operations  of  ti-atie.  I  think  I  am  safe  in 
ftbying  that  at  least  two  « ill  ions  of  dollars  are  constantly  thus 
circumstanced,  between  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
"Washington,  and  Richmond.  New  York  owes  largely  at  times 
to  Philadelphia — •Philadelphia  at  other  limes  tg  New  York — 
and  so  of  banks  in  other  places. 

To  render  the  stroke  at  public  credit  more  unerring,  and  to 
place  the  result  wholly  out  of  the  reach  of  contingency,  there 
'^vas  an  arrangement  mailc,  hy  some  perscns  at  presctit  tuiknorvn, 
with  agents  cf  the  government  of  Lower  Canada^  whereby  an  i?7i- 
meme  amount  of  British  government  hills^^  drawn  in  Quebec, 

^^Tlieseljilis  wore  openly  advertised  for  sale  in  the  Boston  paperf.  I  annes 
-j^  advertisement  taken 

From  Ihc^oston  Daily  Advertistr,  Dec  16,  181  J. 
1  Bill  for  800'.  "l  British  gcvernntent  hi^g  'or  sale  >y 

1  ditto  2.'j0    \  CHARLES  W.GREEN, 

.1  ditto  203   J  No.  14,  India  Wharf. 

1,253 

""Let  the  reader  after  having  considered  the  above  ostentatious  mode  of  managing 
the  inter^'.  urse  with  the  enemy,,  compare  the  spirit  which  dictated  it  with  the  spi- 
rit of  the  revolutionary  war,  as  di-played  in  the  following  resolutions  and  ordi- 
nancea  taken  from  a  number  of  a  siniiiar  character. 

June  2,  1775.  "  Resolved,  that  no  bill  of  exchange,  draft,  or  order,  of  any  of- 
ficer in  the  ariny  or  navy,  their  agents  or  contractois,  be  received  or  npgoci^ted, 
or  any  money  be  supplied  to  them  by  auj  person  in  America."  Jouindi  of  Con- 
gress, vol.  i  page  103. 

March  27,  1781.  "  It  is  hereby  ordained,  that  the  citizens  and  inhahitarit*  of 
these  United  States  be,  and  they  are  strictly  enjoined  and  required  to  abstain 
from  all  intercourse,  correspondence,  or  dealings  whatsoever  with  the  subjects  of 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  while  at  open  war  with  these  United  States,  as  they 
shall  anmer  the  same  at  their  peril.  And  the  executives  of  the  several  states  are 
'hereby  called  upon  to  take  the  most  vigilant  and  effectual  measures  for  detecting 
such  intercour5e,  correspondence,  or  dealings,  and  bringing  the  authors  thereof ^ 
or  those  cgncerrAi  thsrein^  to  condign  punishment.^^    Idem,  vol.  vii',  page  60. 
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rcere  transmitted  for  sale  to  New  York,  Pliiladelphia,  and  Baltic 
}}iore,  and  disposed  of  to  monied  men,  on  such  advantageous  terms 
as  induced  them  to  make  large  purchases.  And  thus  was  absorb- 
ed a  very  large  portion  of  the  capital  of  these  three  cities. 

These  bills  were  forwarded  through  trusty  persons  iu  Boston, 
and  the  proceeds  being  placed  to  their  credit,  added  immensely 
to  the  commaiMl  the  Boston  banks  had  acquired,  by  the  esteiit 
of  the  smuggling  trade,  over  those  in  ihe  middle  and  sauthern 
states. 

Let  us  here  mike  a  solemn  pause.  Let  us  strip  these  facts 
of  the  thin  veil  thrown  over  them.  Let  us  consider  them  in  all 
their  nakedness,  in  all  their  deformity. 

My  heart  sickens  at  the  investigation.  I  turn  with  disgust, 
with  horror,  with  affright.  Boston,  the  cradle  of  t!ie  revolu- 
tion, v.'bich  claims  so  high  a  degree  of  pre-eminence  for  her  mo- 
rality and  religion,  after  having  failed  in  her  endeavors  to  pre- 
vent the  success  of  the  loans,  tiraws  away  the  specie  from  the 
middle  and  sotrthern  states,  to  bankrupt  the  government,  regard- 
less of  the  universal  ruin  io  which  it  would  involve  indiscrimi- 
nately, friends  of  war — friends  of  peace — federalists — demo- 
crats— young  and  old — men,  women,  and  children !  And,  io 
add  a  deeper  dye  io  the  transaction,  the  specie  is  transmitted  to  Ca- 
nada, aiid  enables  the  enemy  to  despatch  his  red  allies  to  swim  in 
blood  on  the  defenceless  frontiers  of  their  own  country  /^     This  is 

J&ne  21,  1782.  "Whereas  some  of  the  I'nhabilants  of  the  Ucflted  States, 
prompted  either  by  a  sordid  attachment  to  gain,  or  by  a  ?ecret  conspiracy  witlt 
the  enemies  of  their  coantry,  are  wickedly  engaged  in  carrying  on  aa  illicit  traf- 
fic with  their  enemies,  whereby  a  market  is  provided  for  British  merchandises, 
THE  CIRCULrATING  SPECIE  IS  EXPORTED  FROxM  THE  LWITED 
STATES,  the  payment  of  taxes  rendered  more  difficult  and  burdensome  to  the- 
people  at  large,  and  great  discouragement  occasioned  to  honest  and  lawful  com- 
merce : 

*'Pfce?olved,  that  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral states,  to  adopt  the  most  efBcacious  measures  for  suppressing  aZ/  truffle  an:t' 
illicit  intercourse  bettveen  their  respective  citizens  and  the  enemy. 

"  Resolved,  that  the  legislatures,  or  in  their  recess,  the  executives  of  the  sev- 
eral states,  be  earnestly  requested  to  impress,  by  every  m?ans  in  their  power,  on 
their  respective  citizens  at  lars^e,  the  bjneful  consequences  apprehended  by  con- 
gress from  a  CONTINUANCE  OF  THIS  ILLICIT  AND  INFAMOUS  TRAF- 
FIC, and  the  necessity  of  their  co-operating  with  the  public  measures  by  sucK 
united,  pairiotic.  and  vigilant  exertions,  as  will  detect  and  bring  ta  legal  punish 
ment  tfwse  n'ho  shall  in  any  manner  hue  been  concerned  therein.  Idem,  pa":e 
301 

*  Mr.  Lowell  has  attempted  to  deny  the  existence  of  this  arrangement.  But 
it  stands  on  too  strong  ground  to  adinil  of  being  disproved.  That  these  bills  to  aa- . 
immoderate  amount,  were  transmitted  from  Quebec  ;  that  they  were  drawn  for 
the  support  of  the  armies  employed  in  hostilities  against  this  country  j  that  they 
were  paid  for  in  specie,  devoted  to  the  support  of  those  armies ;  are  facts  toe* 
stubborn  to  be  set  aside.  I  hereby  publicly  dare  him  or  any  other  person  in  tlie' 
•onion  to  disprove  any  of  them.  They  are  abundantly  sufRcicot  to  establish  tn.? 
Iniouitv  of  the  case. 
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the  work  of  faction,  the  heaviest  scourge  that  ever  issued  from 
Pandora's  box  ! 

The  consequences  of  these  vile  operations  are  still  severely 
ftflt.     Manj  estimable  individuals  have  been  absolutely  ruined. 

Bank  paper  became  an  object  of  brokerage,  and  T>as  sold  at 
various  rates  from  three  to  ten  per  cent,  discount.  A  general 
stagnation  was  produced.  The  loss  fell  most  heavily  on  the 
poor,  as  is  usual  in  all  such  cases.  The  rich  were  enabled  to 
make  most  extravagant  profits;  and  many  of  them  were  liter- 
ally preying  upon  the  middle  and  poorer  classes  of  society. — 
The  entire  profits  of  business  were  swallowed  up  Ijy  the' ex- 
travagant discounts  paid  on  bank  paper,  a  case  hitherto  un- 
known in  this  part  of  the  country.  And  thus,  iii^  season  of 
distress  and  difficulty,  the  embarrassments  of  the  citizens  were 
doubled  or  trebled.  And  what  is  the  most  daring  and  profligate 
part  of  the  business,  the  men  who 

"  Have  j)lay(d  these  pranks  bcfcre  high  hiavai^'' 

were  iinpudent  enough  to  charge  the  whole  of  the  distress  to  the 
account  of  the  administration  ! 

*'  The  offence  is  rank — it  smells  to  Iheaven,^ 

To  render  the  affair  more  shocking,  more  gross,  more  hideous, 
those  Vtho  perpetrated  this  wickedness,  hy{)ocritically  refused 
to  rejoice  in  the  victories  of  their  country — as  "  unbecoming  a 
moral  and  religious  p«opIe  ! ! !" 

There  is  no  country  in  the  world,  but  th«  United  States, 
wherein  such  a  crime  could  l:e  perpetrated  with  impunity.  Even 
by  our  mildest  of  all  mild  constitutions,  it  is  treason. 

"  Treason  against  the  United  S'ates,  shall  consist  only  in  le- 
"  vyina:  war  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  GIV- 
"ING  THEM  AID  AND  COMFORT." 

If  supplying  an  enemy  with  specie  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
the  war  against  their  native  country,  be  not  giving  him  "  aid  and 
CGinfcrl,''*  and  that  of  ttie  most  substantial  kind,  1  know  not  what 
are  "  aid  and  comfort.*'' 

Every  man  concerned  in  the  business  of  furnishing  these 
aids  to  the  enemy,  is  ipso  facto  a  traitor-^his  life  has  been  for- 
feited. That  he  has  not  expiated  his  crime  by  paying  the  for- 
feit, he  owes  to  the  ill  requited  lenity  of  an  insulted  govern- 
ment. Every  person  who  knew  of  the  commission  of  the  crime, 
and  did  not  reveal  it,  was  guilty  of  misprision  of  treason. 

Compare  this  offence  with  the  rebellion  in  Massachusetts  un- 
der Shays;  with  the  whiskey  insuriection,  in  the  uiighborhood 
of  Pittsburg  ;  or  with  that  of  the  |X>or,  deluded,  ignorant  Fries  \ 
You  mar  as  well  compare  the  Andes  to  Mount  Pleasant ! 
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This  crime  in  England  wouUl  subject  the  nerpelralor  either 
to  be  hung  and  gibbetted,  or  to  be  hung,  drawn,  and  quartered. 
In  the  former  cas:^,  his  cnicase  would  be  exposed  to  be  devour- 
ed oy  obscene  birds  of  prey.  In  the  latter,  his  head  would  be 
elevated  as  an  ornament  on  the  tower  of  London,  to  deter  other 
traitors  from  the  nerpetratlou  of  similar  crimes. 

Let  us  once  more,  though  the  sight  hirn  us  aghast,  examine 
this  hideous  scene— which  sinks  the  perpetrators  and  conni- 
ve rs  into  t  he  \  o  \\  e  st  a  by  ss  c<f  i  n  la  my . 

Men,  in  the  "  moral  and  relii^iGus''  town  of  Boston,  are 
DIJ^  ohiiiTed  to  lend  their  monct/  to  iheir  ovn  government  ly  stealth. 
But'in  ihe  face  of  day,  within  the  knowledge  of  a  whole  com- 
munity, [15=' i/iey  send  specie  to  tJie  common  enemy  to  support  him 
c::ainst  their  ow7i  country !  Can  human  nature  sink  lower  ? — 
They  are  iCF  '*  too  moral  and  too  religious''''  to  rejoice  at  the  viC' 
tories  of  thnr  fellow-citizens — hid  rC^  they  are  neither  "  too  irw- 
rat  nor  too  religious''  to  aid  the  enemy  to  victory !  An  age  of  pe- 
nitence in  sackcloth  and  ashes  would  not  efface  this  foul  biot 
from  the  escutcheon  of  Boston. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  add  a  shade  to  the  enormity  of  this 
crime.  But  one  circumstance  greatly  enhances  its  atrocity.— 
It  was  perpetrated  while  negociations  for  peace  were  pending.; 
the  success  whereof  it  had  so  direct  a  tendency  to  defeat,  by 
placing  the  British  in  a  situation  to  rise  in  their  demands ;  al- 
though the  *uilty  persons  professed  to  belong  to  the  *'  peace 
party." 


CHAPTER  LIV. 

Suhject  continued.     Brief  statement  of  facts. 

The  immense  magnitude  of  the  subject  of  the  conspiracy; 
stated  in  the  preceding  chapters,  induces  me  to  dwell  a  little*- 
longer  on  it.  And  as  I  may  have  been  led  astray  by  the  infat- 
uation and  delusion  which  is  felt  by  almost  every  man  who 
forms  an  hypothesis,  I  shcdl  therefore  state  anew  the  naked  * 
facts  of  the  case,  unaccompanied  by  my  comments.  Let  the 
reader  duly  w^eigh  the  evidence,  and  acquit  or  condemn  the  ac- 
cused town,  as  he  may  judge  proper. 

I.     Engagements   were  entered  into  in  Boston  by  Individ- - 
uals,  pledging  themselves  not  to  subscribe  to  the  government 
?.oaas. 

D  d2 


322  THE  OLIVE  BRANCH. 

II.  When  some  of  them  afterwards  did  subscribe,  tliey  found 
it  necessary  to  do  it  "  secretly,^''  to  avoid  (he  odium  and  the  per- 
eecution  excited  against  all  who  lent  their  money  to  the  gov- 
ernment. 

III.  The  utmost  influence  of  that  powerful  inatrument,  the 
press,  and  likewise  of  tlie  pulpit,  was  employed  lo  discourage 
and  denounce  subscribers  to  the  loans.  They  were  proscribed 
as  "  infamous^''  in  the  pulHic  papers  most  extensively  pat- 
ronised; and  declared,  in  those  papers,  and  from  the  pulpit  to 
be  absolute  "  murderer  a. ^^ 

IV.  During  the  winter,  when  the  roads  were  in  wretched  or- 
der, tuid  when  carriage  was  of  course  from  20  to  30  per  cent, 
dearer  than  the  common  freight,  (15^  the  Boston  hanks  made  im- 
moderate, conlinued,  oppressive,  unprecedented,  and  hostile  drafts 
jor  specie  on  the  Netv  York  banks.  J^ 

V.  At  this  period  the  former  banks  had  in  their  vaults  an 
unparalleled  quantity  of  specie — one  hundred  and  'fifty  per  cent, 
more  than  their  notes  in  circulutwn. 

VI.  These  drafts  were  continued  through  the  spring  and 
summer,  and  obliged  the  banks  in  the  middle  and  southern 
states  so  far  to  curtail  their  accommodations,  as  to  bring  the 
commercial  world  to  the  verge  of  lf)ankrnptcy.  Large  and  ru- 
inous bankruptcies  did  take  place  ;  twenty  and  upwards  occiir- 
»ed  in  New  York  in  one  day. 

VII.  These  drafts  were  carried  to  such  a  great  extent,  that 
on  the  26th  of  August  the  banks  in  Baltimore — on  the  29th 
those  in  Philadelphia — and  on  the  31st  those  in  New  York, 
teere  reduced  to  the  painful  necessity  of  suspending  the  pay- 
ment of  specie. 

VIII.  Contemporaneously  with  these  immoderate  drafts,  a 
Tery  large  amount  of  bills  drawn  by  the  government  of  Lower 
Canada,  were,  through  the  medium  of  agents  in  Boston,  distri- 
buted in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore. 

IX.  These  bills  prodigiously  increased  the  balances  against 
the  southern  banks,  and  the  power  of  drawing  possessed  by 
those  in  Boston. 

X-  The  specie  received  for  these  hills  from  Nero  York  wasfor- 
warded  to  the  agents  of  the  govermivnl  of  Canada. 

XI.  When  subscriptions  for  loans  were  opened,  large  quanti- 
ties of  public  stock  were  sent  from  Boston  to  the  markets  in 
New  York,  and  Philadel})hia,  and  Baltimore,  aad  sold  at  redu- 
ced rates,  to  tempt  the  monied  people  to  invest  their  money 
therein,  and  thus  to  impede  the  success  of  tjie  pending  loans. 
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I  3ubmi{  all  these  strong  facts  to  the  reader.  Let  him  exam- 
ine them  find  decide  for  himself.  If  he  be  an  upright,  candid, 
honorable  man — if  he  have  a  spark  of  public  spirit  in  his  com- 
position— if  he  have  not  renounced  all  pretensions  to  the  name 
of  a  Washingtonian — he  will  pronounce  sentence  of  infamy 
against  this  transaction,  all  its  agents,  its  emissaries,  its  accom- 
plices, and  against  all  who  connived  at  it.  If  this  be  "/^^/^r- 
alistn  of  the  Boston  stamp,''*  I  trust  the  high  minded  and  hx)nest 
federalists  of  the  middle  and  southern  states,  will  renounce  the 
odious  connexion,  and  disclaim  all  participation  in  such  nefari- 
ous, such  treasonable  practices. 

Mr.  Oakley,  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  violent  and  declamatory  speech,  alkdged 
the  strongest  charges  of  gross  mismanagemeat  and  incapacity 
against  the  administration,  for  disadvantageous  contracts  made 
for  some  of  the  loans,  whereby  millions  of  dollars  were  lost  to 
the  nation.  All  these  losses  and  tMsadvantages  are  fairly  charge- 
able to  this  conspiracy. 

A  few  ambitious  demagogues  in  Boston  have  been  the  guide 
of  federalists  throughout  the  union.  They  have  led  them  a  de- 
vious course  from  the  paths  prescril>ed  by  Washington.  They 
have  allured  them  to  the  brink  of  insurrection,  rebellion,  civil 
war,  and  horrible  devastation,  which  are  all  synouimous  with  a 
dissolution  of  the  union.  Whether  the  latter  will  have  magna- 
nimity and  fortitude  enough  to  regain  the  honorable  paths  from 
which  they  have  been  seduced,  remains;  to  be  seen.  Their 
contemporaneous  fame — their  character  with  posterity — their 
peace,  their  happiness,  their  prosperity — the  fate  of  their  wives 
and  children — the  destiny  of  their  country — the  question  whe- 
ther we  shall  be  united  as  a  band  of  brothers,  or  involved  in 
civil  war,  with  its  train  of  horrors — are  all  at  stake.  The  stake 
is  immense.  Pray  heaven  they  may  form  a  just  anil  enlight-. 
ed  decision. 


CHAPTER  LV. 

Massacluisetts  CQmpared  with  Tennessee.     The  blind  leading  the 
blind.     Frojlis  of  trade  ffty  per  cent, !     Road  to  Ruiut 

Never  did  faction  more  completely  degrade  and  sink  a  peo- 
ple, than  she  has  dope  in  Massachusetts.  That  once  higb>min- 
ded  state  w«is  attacked  l>y  the  British  with  a  smal!  force.  They 
were  allowed,  without  an  efibrt,  to  dismember  it.     They  estab- 
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lished  a  regular  government  in  their  cotiqnesls.     As  no  riT« 
^va9  made  by  this  state,   vNiutse  \u^i ''        j   jimounte  to  nVovt 
700,000  free  people,  to  })revent  i'\  ^'  "  •  n<»n<?  v    s  made 

to  expel  the   eaemyA-  Brifelaved  lied,  and 

scalded,  and  mi)rm';red,  ami  vir  id  cursed 

the  administration  for  not  defe/  .  lux]  ninde 

every  possible  exertion  -to  enfeebi^  ,  p.nci   ren- 

der it  incapable  of  defence- 

To  sum  up  the  \vboie.     M.'.ssfK'h'.i?  « J"f;etic,  firm, 

bold,  daring,  and  decisive  in  a  conl^o:  nerf^l  govern- 

ment.    She  wouid  not  al  ate  an  inch.  *.  •';  it  to  a  con- 

flict. She  seized  it  by  the  throat,  deterrniru  -i  lo  strangle  it ! — ; 
She  was  untameahle  as  a  lion,  or  a  tigsr,  or  a  panllierr  But 
she  was  long-suffering,  and  mild,  and  patient,  and  harmless,  and 
inoffensive,  and  gentle,  and  meek,  as  a  lamb,  or  a  turile-tlove, 
■when  she  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy! 

There  is  some  mystery  hangs  ai)out  this  affair,  which  time 
alone  can  develo,'.e.  That  the  British  should  attack  Massachu- 
setts, where  the}'  have  so  many  friends,  and  spare  Pennsylva- 
nia, where  the  great  majority  are  hostile  to  them,  is  so  contrarj^ 
to  all  the  rules  of  true  policy,  as  to  be  almost  inexplicable.  I 
dare  not  trust  myself  to  hazard  a  conjecture  on  the  subject. — 
The  tanae  acquiescence  of  such  a  powerful  state,  in  so  degrading 
a  situation,  must  have  some  extraordinary  motive.  None  oc- 
curs to  my  mind  that  I  would  choose  to  commit  to  paper. 

But  mark  the  contrast ! — what  a  contrtst !  Tennessee,  with 
a  large  territory  of  43,000  square  miles — a  white  population  of 
only  21 7,727,  and  a  black  one  of  44,535,  to  guard  against,  is  as- 
sailed by  the  most  powerful  combination  of  Indians,  and  those 
of  the  bravest  character  that  ever  ei.isted  since  the  first  settle- 
ment of  this  country.  She  neither  winced — nor  whined — nor 
cursed  the  government — nor  shrunk  from  danger — nor  threat- 
ened a  separation.  She  arose  in  her  strength.  She  girded  on 
her  armour.  She  called  her  sons  from  the  counter  and  the 
plough — from  the  anvil  ami  the  loom — from  the  bench  and  the 
bar — from  the  senate-house  and  the  council-chamber— and  with 
a  very  small  degree  of  assistance  from  Georgia,  she  vanquished 
the  hardy  warriors,  whom  a  false  reliance  ou  British  aid  had  al- 
lured to  their  ruin.  Every  successive  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
deluded  assailants  was  equally  pregnant  with  destruction.  Com- 
pletely vanquished,  they  bent  their  necks  to  the  yoke.  They 
cursed  that  seductitm  which  tempted  them  from  ease,  and  com- 
fort, and  happiness ;  and  on  the  forehead  of  (heir  natioa  imprint- 
ed the  broatl  seal  of  nerdition. 
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Since  the  above  was  written,  Tennessee  has  earned  tenfold 
fame  by  the  heroism  and  public  spirit  her  hardy  sons  have 
displayed  at  New  Orleans,  where  they  acquired  not  merely  for 
themselves — and  their  own  state — but  for  the  entire  nation,  a 
wreath  of  imperishable  glory.  In  this  grand  achievement  Ken- 
lucky  partook  largely.  Both  these  noble  states  poured  forth 
their  sons  by  thousands,  some  of  tiiem  from  a  distance  of  near- 
ly eight  hundred  miles,  to  repel  the  invaders  of  their  native 
country.  With  what  effect  they  performed  this  patriotic  ser- 
vice, history  will  convey  to  posterity,  countless  ages  hence. — 
It  will  be  a  subject  of  laudable  pride  to  belong  to  a  nation, 
whose  lawyers,  and  doctors— -whose  farmers  and  shopkeepers — 
whose  clerks  and  mechanics,  hastily  collected  together,  signal- 
ly defeated  an  army  of  veterans,  as  formidable  as  any  equal 
number  ever  arrayed  in  arms. 

The  genius  of  Columbia  hides  her  face  with  shame,  and  sor- 
row, and  anguish,  when  she  regards  the  ancient  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts, degenerated  from,  and  a  disgrace  to,  her  hardy  ances- 
tors. But  she  looks  down  with  pride,  and  pleasure,  and  exult- 
ation, on  the  youthful,  high-spirited,  patriotic,  and  heroic  Ten- 
nessee and  Georgia. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  find  a  stronger  contrast — more  dis- 
graceful on  the  one  side — more  honourable  on  the  other. 

The  blind  leading  the  blind. 

There  is  no  njan  whose  zeal  in  inflaming  the  public  mind, 
has  equalled  that  of  the  writer  of  the  Road  to  Ruin.  He  has 
published  as  many  different  sets  of  papers  to  excite  the  abhor- 
rence and  detestation  of  the  eastern  states  against  the  adminis- 
tration, as  would  fill  two  or  three  large  volumes.  He  is,  in  pol- 
itics, as  very  an  enrage  as  ever  lived.  So  violent  are  his  pas- 
sions on  this  topic,  that  they  lead  him  eternally  astray.  He 
commits  himself  by  the  mostextravagant  positions,  which  noth- 
ing bat  the  epidemical  madness  of  the  times  would  have  suffer- 
ed to  escape  the  keenest  ridicule. 

In  "  the  Road  to  Ruin,"  he  most  pathetically  deplores  the 
destruction  of  commerce,  and  the  introduction  of  m^nufnctures, 
both  of  which  he  regards  as  equal  subjects  of  lamentation. — 
And  to  make  the  stronger  appeal  to  the  passions  of  his  readers 
— to  enhance  the  misfortune  of  the  loss  of  commerce — he  very 
gravely  states  its  pro&ts  at  ^'' fifty  per  c€?it ! !  !'^  It  is  even  so, 
reader.  "  Fifti/  per  ce^it ! !  /"  It  is  hard  to  conceive  a 
higher  grade  of  extravagance  and  folly.  The  average  proSts 
of  successful  commerce  are  not  twelve  per  cent.  And  if  the 
whole  of  the  commercial  capita!  employed  ia  this  country,  dib 
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ring  the  last  twenty  years,  be  taken  into  view,  including  Uiat 
of  the  merchants  who  have  become  bankrupts,  it  is  probable 
that  the  profits  do  not  exceed  eight  per  cent.  The  failures  a- 
mong  that  class  are  very  numerous,  and  out  of  ail  proportion 
greater  than  among  any  other.  Of  the  merchants  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  who  were  in  eminence  ten  years  ago,  I  think. 
I  am  warranted  in  saying,  that  nearly  two-thirds  have  been  ut- 
terly ruined.  It  is  well  known  that  the  West  India  trade  has 
been  almost  always  a  losing  one.  In  fact,  of  the  few  fortunate 
merchants  who  escape  shipwreck,  it  may  be  fairly  said, 

"  Apparent  rari  nantcs  in  gurgitc  vastoy 

This  v,riter  is  either  a  deceiver — or  he  has  deceived  himself. 
In  either  case  he  is  "  a  blind  leader  oftlie  hlindy  And  it  caa 
never  be  sufficiently  deplored,  that  a  man  in  this  situation 
should  have  had  so  very  pernicious  an  influence  on  ths  desti- 
nies of  eight  millions  of  people  and  their  posterity.  He  has  cho- 
sen a  most  felicitous  title — '*  The  Road  to  RuhC — and  verily 
he  has  so  long  been  leading  his  deluded  followers  on  "  tlie  road 
to  ruin^''  that  he  has  brought  them  to  the  very  verge  of  the  pre- 
cipice. 

Lest  the  reader  should  suppose  I  have  done  him  injustice,  I 
submit  his  ov.n  words.  If  I  have  tortured  his  meaning,  on 
ray  head  be  all  the  censure  I  have  so  freely  bestowed  upon 
him — 

"  We  take  from  trade  a  capital  nkick  produced  FIFTV  PER  CENT,  and  nc 
invest  it  in  manufactures,  PRECARIOUS  IN  THEIR  NATURE,  which  may 
never  produce  twenty,  and  which  may  prove  our  ruin."* 

This  short  paragraph  is  as  fallacious  as  any  equal  number  of 
lines  ever  published.  Every  position  it  lays  down  is  decep- 
tious.  When  the  writer  emphatically  states,  that  manu^ctures 
are  ^^  precaHous  in  their  nature^''  he  must  mean,  by  way  of  con- 
tradistinction, that  commerce  is  blest  with  absolute  security. — 
Both  are  arrant  errors.  Commerce  is  proverbially  insecure. — 
No  degree  of  prudence  affords  full  security  in  that  department. 
Manuf  ictures,  prudently  managed,  have  as  much  certainty  as  a- 
ny  other  human  undertakings  whatever. 

One  word  more.  What  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  the 
assertions,  the  insinuations,  the  allegations,  on  subjects  abstruse 
or  difficult  to  decide  upon,  of  a  man  who  makes  such  an  egre- 
gious, such  a  momentous  error  in  a  case  where  detection  treads 
so  closely  on  his  heels  ?t 

*  See  in  the  Examiner,  vol.  i,  page  141,  the  Road  to  Ruin.  No.  VIH. 

+  I  here  make  a  public  apology  for  having  prroneoiiUy  ascribed  these  seditious 
and  inflammatory  publications  to  the  late  amiable  judge  Lowell.  My  distance 
from  the  place  of  their  publication  will,  1  trust,  apologize,  as  well  as  account  for 
the  error. 
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CHAPTER  LVI. 

-Pulpil  politics.  Prostitution  of  the  sacred  functions.  Massacre 
on  board  ike  Ocean,  An  anthology  of  sedition.  Success  of  the 
war, 

"  Politics  and  the  pulpit  are  terms  that  have  little  agreement,  [j;^  No  sound 
ouf^ht  to  be  heard  in  the  church  hut  the  voice  of  henling  charity.''''  [ .'  aat  a  divine 
idea  !]  "  The  cau«e  of  civi'  liberty  and  civil  government  gain.-  as  little  as  that 
of  religion,  by  this  confusion  of  rhitie*.  Those  who  quit  their  proper  character 
to  assume  what  does  not  beiotig  to  them,  are  for  the  greater  part  both  ignorant  of 
the  character  they  leave,  and  of  the  character  tliey  assume.  VVhoily  unacquainted 
with  the  world,  in  which  they  are  so  fond  of  medling.^and  inexperienced  in  all  its 
affairs,  on  which  they  pronounce  witli  <o  much  coaTidence  they  know  nothing  of 
politics  but  the  passions  they  excite,  rj^  Surely  the  church  is  a  place  where  ont 
<d(ty^i  truce  ought  to  be  alhived  to  the  dustntions  and  animosities  of  mankind.'"* 

Burke. 

Of  all  the  abominations  that  disgrace  and  dishonour  this 
country  in  these  portentous  times,  1  know  nothing  more  deserv- 
ing of  reprobation  than  the  prostitution  of  the  pulpit  for  party 
or  political  purposes.  No  man  of  correct  mind  can  seriously 
reflect  upon  it  without  shuddering  w  ith  horror. 

A  clergyman,  whose  functions  pre-eminently  require  him  to 
preach  '■''peace  and  good  will  among  men,''''  ascends  the  pulpit  a- 
mong  a  congregation  assembled  to  unite  in  praising  and  adoring 
their  Omnipotent  Creator.  He  holds  in  his  hands  the  testanuni 
of  Jesus  Christ,  which  breathes  nothing  but  peace — he  pronounces, 
and  has  for  a  text, the  words  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  of  his  apostles,  of 
the  most  pacific  tendency  ■:  and,  as  a  suitable  accompaniment,  for 
an  hour  long  he  employs  all  his  zeal,  all  his  talents,  all  his  in- 
fluence, for  the  anti-christian,  the  inhuman  purpose  o(  enkind- 
ling among  his  hearers  the  most  balffid,  the  mostfurious  passions 
— of  preparing  them  for  insurrection  and  r evolution — for  ail  tlie 
horrors  of  eimlwo^rJ 

"  The  alternative  t!>€n  is,  that  if  you  do  not  wish  to  "become  the  slaves  of  those 
who  own  slaves,  and  who  are  themselves  the  si  ves  of  Fr^'nch  slaves,  tou  must 
either,  in  thelanguage^of  the  day,  CUT  THE  COINT^EXION,  or  so  far  alter 
•  the  natioaal  coinpact,  as  to  insure  yourselves  a  due  share  in  the  government." 

This  elegant  and  sublime  morceau>  which  breathes  so  much 
of  the  spirit  of  St.  Paul,  "  let  every  soul  be  subject  to  the  hightr 
powers^"*  is  taken  from  a  sermon  preached  in  Boston,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gardiner,  July  23,  1812.  The  christian  injunction 
of  '•  cutting  the  connexion,''^  that  is,  [XJ^  rebelling  against  theiy 
own  government,  wonderfully  accords  with  the  declaration  of 
the  text,  which,  gentle  reader,  is — [t7^  ^^I  am  for  peace,"— 
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Psalm  120,  v.  7.  Never  wub  there  a  more  ^^onderful  associa- 
tion— [tT^^  "  Cw^  the  connexion" — air.I  [tr'  "/  am  for  peace  V^ 
From  such  aj)osl]es  of  peace,  good  Lord  deliver  us  ! 

It  is  impossible  much  to  aggravate  the  hideousness  of  this 
procedure.  But  uiicn  the  preacher  commits  himself  by  false- 
hood, even  undesignedly,  as  sometimes  haj>pens,  it  cafs  the 
odious  climax.  On  the  eve  of  a  general  election  a  few  years 
since  in  Massachusetts,  to  answer  the  purposes  of  party,  a  fab- 
ulous slory  w^as  circulated,  ihiX  the  French  had  massacred  the 
crew  of  a  vessel  called  the  Ocean.  It  was  one  of  the  thousand 
falsehoods  invented  to  answer  momentary  |iurposes  t?f  the  s;^me 
kind.  A  clergyman,  whose  uime  1  spare,  seized  the  story 
with  avidity — wove  it  into  his  sermon — and  invoked  the  vcn- 
jrennce  of  heaven  on  the  murderers.  But  mark  the  end  of  it. 
The  holy  zeal  of  the  auditory  had  not  time  to  cool,  when,  to 
cover  the  preacher  with  confusion,  a  resurrection  of  the  mur- 
dered crew  took  place.  They  relumed  home,  safe  and  sound, 
from  the  slillettos  and  daggers  of  the  blood-thirsty  f  reuch — 
and  held  out  a  strong  memento  to  the  preacher  against  a  repeti- 
tion of  such  an  anti-christian  procedire. 

The  practice  of  preaching  p-olitical  sermons  is  utterly  im- 
proper, even  when  a  congregation  are  all  united — «I!  of  one 
sentiment,  if  such  a  case  ever  occurred.  But  when  they  are 
divided,  as  must  necessarily  almost  always  haj)pen,  what  a 
view  does  it  present  ?  That  portion  of  the  congregation  dif- 
fering from  the  politics  of  the  preacher,  are  reduced  to  the  al- 
ternative of  either  absenting  themselves  from'  divine  worship, 
or  sitting  patiently  silent  under  the  undeserved  reprofiches,  and 
abuse,  and  maledictions  of  a  man  \^ho  fiiea  in  the  face  of  all  his 
duties,  and  to  w  liom  they  cannot  otfer  a  reply. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  abom- 
ination which  I  have  here  denounced,  and  of  the  justice  of  the 
denunciation  itself,  I  present  him  with  an  anthology,  selected 
from  the  sermons  of  three  clergymen,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Parish, 
Osgood,  and  Gardiner,  to  whom  no  small  portion  of  the  seeds 
of  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  civil  war,  so  plentifully  sown  in 
the  eastern  states,  is  justly  chargeable.  Never,  since  the  first 
establishment  of  the  clerical  functions,  were  they  more  misera- 
bly employed — more  contrary  to  the  divine  injunctions  of  the 
meek  and  mild  Jesus,  whose  disciples  these  reverend  gentlemen 
{)rofess  to  be — whose  doctrines  they  profess  to  teach — and 
whose  example  they  profess  to  followr,  and  to  hold  out  for  imi- 
tation. 
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From  the  Rev,  J.  S.  J.  Gardiner,  A.  M.  rector  of  Trinift/  Churchy 

Boston. 

"  The  British,  after  all,  save  for  us  by  tlieir  convoys,  infinitely  aiore  propertv 
than  they  deprive  us  of.  WHERE  THEV  TAKE  ONE  SHIP,  THEV 
PROTECT  TWENTY.  Where  they  commit  one  outrage,  they  do  many  acts 
of  kindae«3."     Discourse  delirered  April  9,  1312,  page  15. 

"  England  is  willing  to  sacrifice  every  thing  to  conciliate  us,  except  her  honour 
and  independence."     Idem,  page  10. 

"  It  is  a  war  (JJ^  unexampled  in  ike.  history  nf  the  world ;  wantonly  proclslm- 
til  on  i\\B  most  fncolms  and  groundless  pretences,  ?i%?Anst  a  nation  frona  whose 
friendship  we  might  derive  the  most  signal  advantages,  and  from  whose  hostility 
we  have  reason  to  dread  the  most  tremendous  lo«ses."  Discourse  delivered  July 
23,  18! 2,  pages. 

"  So  far  from  thpre  being  British  partizans  in  this  countrj',  it  is  difficult  to  find 
an  individual  candid  enougli  to  do  that  nation  common  justice."     Idem,  page  JO. 

"  ff^  Every  provocation  has  been  offered  to  Great  Bi-itain  on  mtrpnrt,  and  our 
resentment  has  risen  in  proportion  as  Jie  has  shewn  a  conciliating  spirit.''^  Idem, 
page  12 

*'  What  consequence  is  it  to  you  if  they  be  repealed  or  ooi,  if  you  are  sold  to 
Napoleon,  as  you  have  reason  to  believe,  by  the  slaves  who  have  abused  your  confi- 
dence! .'"  *Idem,  page  11. 

"  Let  no^considerations  whatever,  my  brethren,  deter  you  at  all  times,  and  in 
all  places,  from  execrating  the  present  war.  It  is  a  war  unjust,  foolish,  and  ru- 
inous, hi.  unjust,  because  GREAT  BRITAIN  HAS  OFFERED  US  EVE- 
RY CONCESSION  SHORT  OF  WHAT  SHE  CONCEIVES  WOULD  BE 
HER  RUIN."     Idem,  page  U. 

"  As  Mr.  Madison  has  declared  war,  let  Mr.  Madison  can7  It  on."  Idem 
page  17. 

''  THE  UNION  HAS  BEEN  LONG  SINCE  VIRTUALLY  DISSOLV- 
ED :  AND  IT  IS  FL^LL  TIME  THAT  THIS  PART  OF  THE  DISUNITED 
STATES  SHOULD  TAKE  CARE  OF  ITSELF."    Idem,  page  19. 

From  the  Rev.  David  Os^oo'l,  D.  D,  pastor  of  the  Church  at 

^  Medford. 

"  The  strong  prepossessions  of  so  great  a  proportion  of  my  felloar  citizens  in 
favor  of  a  race  of  deinons,  and  against  a  nation  nf  more  religion,  virtue,  good 
faith,  senerosity,  and  beneficenctt  thin  any  that  now  is,  or  ever  has  been  upon  the 
face  nf  the  earth,  wring  ray  soul  with  anguisi:,  and  fill  my  heart  with  apprehen- 
sion and  terror  of  the  judgments  of  heaven. upon  this  sinful  people."  Discourse 
deliverud  April  8,  1810,  page  40. 

"  If  at  thecommmd  of  weak  or  wicked  rulers,  they  undertake  an  unjust  war, 
each  man  who  volunteers  his  services  in  such  a  cause,  or  loans  his  money  for  its 
support,  or  by  his  conversation,  his  writings!,  or  any  other  mode  of  influence,  en- 
courages its  prosecution,  that  man  is  an  accooaplice  in  the  wickedness,  loads  h's 
conscience  with  tha  blackest  crimes,  brings  the  guilt  of  blood  upon  his  son],  and 
IN  THE  SIGHT  OF  GOD  AND  HIS  LAW  IS  A  MURDERER."  Dis- 
course delivered  June  27,  1812.     Page  9. 

"  Since  the  period  of  their  pretended  repeal,  SCORES,  IF    NOT  HUJV- 
DREDS  of  our  vessels  had  been  seized  in  French  porti,  or  burnt  at  sea  by  French 
cruisers,  while  many  of  their  unofFendins:  crews  were  manacled  like  slaves.,  confirtr- 
ed  in  French  pris-yns,  crforc.d  on  board  French  ships  to/tghl  against  England.*^ 
Idem,  page  11. 
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"  Our  2:o:/ernmf  nt,  with  a  liardihood  aud  offi-ontcry  at  7vkich  demons  ndgl,,*. 
/tare  WwsAer/,  persisted  in  asserting  the  repeal."     Ibid. 

"  My  inlnd  has  been  in  a  constant  agony,  not  so  much  at  the  inevitable  loss  cf 
iiir  temporal  prosperity  and  happiness,  and  the  complicated  miseries  of  war,  aj 
o.tits  g.iilt,  its  outrage  as^ainst  heaven,  agaiiiit  all  truth,  honesty,  JiLslice,  goodiiesa 
—against  all  the  yriridples  of  social  hnppinets..''^     idem,  page  iz. 

*'  Were  not  the  authors  of  this  war  in  character  nearly  akin  to  the  deists  and 
atheists  of  France  ;  were  they  not  men  of  hardened  hearts,  seared  consciena^, 
reprobate  minds,  and  de>peratc  tvick(^S.nejS.  it  seems  utterly  inconeeivabie  that  tiicy 
should  have  made  the  declaration."     Idf  ni,  page  1.3. 

'One  hope  only  remains,  thp.t  this  last  stroke  of  perfidy  may  open  the  eves  c 
a  besotted  people  ;  that  they  mny  awake,   like  a  giant  from   his'slumbfrp',  and 
WREVK  THEIR  yENGEV?;CE   O.-V  THEIR  BETRAYERS,  by  drivin- 
ihera  from  their  stations,  aad  placing  at  the  helm  more  skilful  and  faithful  hands." 
Idem,  pnge  17. 

"  If,  at  the  pi-ereii(  momrni.  no  synptr.ms  of  civil  nar  appear,  they  certainly  yvill 
soon — unless  the  courage  of  the  nar  parly  chould fail  them  !  !  .'"     Idem,  page  J4.'- 

*'  J  civil  war  becomes  ai  certain  as  the  eryenta  that  happen  according  to  the  kncn'.i 
hws  and  established  course  ffmture  !  ! .'"     Idem,  page  15.* 

From  the  Rev.  Elijah  Parish,  D.  D. 

'*  The  Tjraelites  becanie  wearv  of  yielding  the  fruit  of  their  labour  to  pr.mper 
their  gplendid  tyrants.  They  ioft  their  political  w#es.  THEY  SEPARATED. 
WHERE  IS  OUR  MOSES  !  !  !  Where  is  the  rod  of  his  miracles ! !  !  Where 
is  our  Aaron  ! !  !  Alas  !  no  voice  from  the  btirning  bush  lias  directed  them 
here."     Discourse  delivered  atByfield,  April  7,  1814,  page  18. 

"  There  is  a  point — there  is  an  hour — beyond  which  you  will  not  bear  !  ! .'" 
:dera,  page  12. 

"  Such  is  the  temper  of  American  republicans,  so  called,  A  new  Vingu  ge  mu-l 
be  invented  before  tie  attempt  to  express  the  baseness  of  their  conduct,  or  describe  the 
rottennessrf  their  heart'!. ''''■f     Idem,  page  21, 

"  r^^'ew  England,  if  i:iv,ided,  would  be  obliged  to  defend  herself.  Do  you  not; 
tlicu  owe  itto  your  children,  and  owe  it  to  your  God,  to  make  peace  for  your- 
selves.''^    Idem,  page  2'^. 

"  You  may  as  well  expect  tlie  cataract  of  Niagara  to  turn  its  currmt  to  the 
head  of  Superior,  as  a  nicked  congress  to  make  a  pause  in  the  7Vork  of  destroying 
tiieir  country,  while  the  people  wiii  furnisli  the  nieaos."     Idem,  page  8. 

"Alas!  WE  HAVE  ISO  MOSES  TO  STRETCH  HIS  ROD  OVER 
THE  ^EA  ! !  !  q;^  No  Lebanon,  nor  Caraie),  nor  Zion  invites  us  across  the 
deep  !"     Idem,  page  14. 

*'  The  republics  of  Rome,  and  Venice,  and  perhaps  another,  which  alone  ex- 
ists, have  been  as  oppressive  as  the  despotism  of  Turkey,  of  Pergia,  or  Japan." 
Idem,  page  3. 


'    *  These  sentences  are  already  quoted  in  a  former  part  of  this  book.    They  are 
nevertheless  repeated  here,  as  peculiarly  appropriate, 

and  vir- 
reverend 

^. ™.., ^- -  „  .      ,  .        -  i*""!   is  my 

witness  that   1   would  not  upon  any  consideration,  willingly   or  unnecessarily 
wound  the  feeelings  of,  or  give  offence  to,  an  individual  in  this  assembly." 
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or  tlie  law  of  Pharaoh,  which  condemned  to  deafn  the  first 
5ora  of  the  Israelites,  ihis  reverend  gentlem.-^n  says — '■'•A  thott" 
sand  times  as  many  sons  rf  America  have  probably  fallen:  victims 
io  this  unjodly  war^  as  pcrisludin  Israel  by  ike  edict  cf  FharaGh, 
Still  ihe  war  is  only  beginning,  if  ien  (boiisand  have  fallen, 
ten  thousand  ti}7us  ten  thousand  may  falV^    idem,  page  7. 

Those  who  take  the  trouble  of  multiplying,  wiil  find  that  ten 
thousand  times  ten  thousand  make  100,000,000,  \\ho  are  to 
perish  out  of  a  population  of  8,000,000  !  I  ■ 

"  Should  the  English  no\r  be  at  liberty  to  jend  ail  their  armies  and  all  their 
ship;  to  \merica,  and  in  one  day  burn  eiery  ciiy/rom  Mtdne  io  Georgia,  yciir  con- 
descending rnlf.r3  jvoiijdplay  on  ilder  harps,  wki'-tikey  gazed  at  the  tremendous 
cmfl'.gratiGTiy     Idem,  page  8. 

♦'  Tyrants  are  the  scimr.  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile  aiid  the  Potowniac — at  Mem- 
phis and  at  '.Vashington — in  c  monarchy  and  a  rcpubiic.'^     Ideiu,  page  9. 

"Like  the  worshipper?  of  Moloch,  the  supporters  of  a  vile  admiiiistralioa 
sacrifice  their  children  aud  families  od  t!ie  altar  of  democracy.  Like  the  wid- 
ows of  Rindostan,  they  consume  theraselves.  Like  the  frantic  votaries  of  Jug- 
gernaut, they  throw  themselves  under  the  car  of  their  political  idol.  They  are 
crushed  by  its  bloody  ^heels^.''     Idem,  page  1 1. 

"  The  full  vials  of  despotism  are  poured  on  your  heads.  And  yet  you  may 
challenge  the  plodding  Israelite,  the  stupid  African,  the  feeble  Chinese,  the  drow- 
sy Turk,  or  the  frozen  exile  of  Siberia,  to  equal  you  ia  tarm  suh^nisdon  to  the 
poners  ikaJ  i«."     Idem,  page  12. 

"  Here  n e  must  iro.inj'.h.on  the  m^ndaUs  of  despotism  !  !  !  or  here  vre  uaiiit  re- 
main slaves  forever."     Ideoi,  page  13. 

"  Vou  may  envy  the  privilege  of  Israel,  and  mourji  that  no  hind  c^  Canaan  has 
been  vronxiscd  to  your  cncators.  You  cannot  separate  from  tbat  mass  of  corrup- 
tion, which  would  poison  the  atmosphere  of  paradise.  You  must  in  obstinate 
despair  bow  down  your  neck?  io  the  yoke,  and  with  your  African  brethren  draj; 
the  chains  of  Virginia  defpotisni,  unless  you  discover  some  other  mode  if  encape.''* 
Idem,  page  15. 

"  Has  not  Npw- England  as  mucli  to  apprehend  as  the  sons  of  Jacob  had  ? — 
But  no  child  has  been  tafcen  from  the  river  to  lead  us  through  the  5ea."  Idem, 
page  20- 

"  If  jadgments  are  coming  ea  the  nation— if  the  sf'a  do^s  not  open  tliee  a 
path,  where,  iiow,  in  what  manner  will  you  seek  relief  .^"     Ibid. 

*  God  will  b  ing  good  from  every  evil.  The  furnaces  of  Egypt  lighted  Israel 
io  ihe  hndrf  Canaan V     Idem,  22. 

"  Which  sooty  slave,  in  all  the  ancient  dominion,  has  more  obsequiously  watch- 
ed the  eye  of  his  master,  or  flew  to  the  indulgence  of  his  deiires  more  servilely, 
than  the  same  masters  have  waited  and  watched,  and  obeyed  the  orders  of  the 
great  Napoleon  .'"'     Discourse  delivered  at  Byfield,  April  8,  1313,  page  21. 

'*  Let  every  man  who  sanctions  this  war  by  his  suffrage  or  infiuence,  remem- 
ber that  he  is  labouring  to  covef  himself  and  his  country  with  blood.  THE 
BLOOD  OP  THE  SLAIN  U'iLL  CRY  FROiVI  THE  GROUND  AGAINST 
HIM."     Idem,  page  23. 

"  How  will  the  supporters  of  rj;;^  ihis  anli-christion  warfare  endure  their  ?en.- 
tence — endure  their  own  reflection* — endure  thefi'^e  thai  forever  burn'i — the  worm 
which  never  dies—ike  ha  smvias  of  heaven— WHILE  THE  SMOKE  OP  THEIR 
TOEMENTi  ASCENDS  FOREVER  AND  Ei'Ea."     Idem,  page  21. 
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•'To  raise  army  after  army  to  be  sacrificed,  when  the  English  do  ull  which  is 
possible,  to  soften  tiie  ngours  of  captivity,  by  kindness  to  the  prisoners  which 
they  h'jve  tuken  by  thousands  and  thousands,  lestoring  ihtm  to  thtir  families 
>riTHOi,'T  A  RANSOM,  AND  WITHOUT  THEIR  REQUEST  ;  lo  Carry  on  such  E  wcir, 
after  its  OMly  avo"wed  cause  has  been  removed,  is  it  not  the  lawless  attdck  of 
Goths  and  Vandals,  the  daring  piiiage  of  i-iild  Arabs,  a  licetJtious  outrage  on 
all  the  principles  of  chr'stianity,  an  jajpious  abciudonnient  of  divine  protection  ?" 
Idera,^  page  3. 

"  The  legislators  who  yielded  to  this  war,  when  assaih^d  by  the  manifesto  of 
their  angry  chief,  esiablishtd  iniquity  and  murder  by  law.''''     Idtm,  page  9. 

*'  In  the  first  onset  [of  the  war]  moral  priiic  pie  was  set  at  defiance.  The  laws 
cf  God,  end  hopes  of  man  were  utterly  disdained  Vice  threw  off  her  veil,  and 
arifnes  were  decked  with  highest  honours,  'i  his  war  not  wnly  tolerates  crime--, 
hut  calls  for  them,  demarids  theui.  Crinif  s  are  the  food  of  its  life,  tiie  arms  of 
its  strei  gth.  This  war  is  a  niojister,  m  liich  every  hour  gorniandizes  a  thcnsand 
crliiips,  and  yet  cries,  •'  give — give."  In  its  birth,  it  demanded  the  violation  of  ail 
good  faitii,  pejjuiy  of  office,  the  sacritice  of  neutral  impaitialily.  'I'he  lirst  mo- 
suent  iii  whith  the  dragon  niovi  d,  piracy  end  viurdtr  nere  legalized  Havuc, 
dialh  and  corjiagrction  ncrc  the  viii7tds  of  htrfinl  repent.''''     Idem,  page  11. 

*•  Tliose  \\  esterii  states  whic!)  have  been  \io!ont  for  this  abominable  war  of 
B.iirder— ti'.ose  states  which  have  thirsted  for  blood,  U;/=  God  lias  given  tlif-m 
blcod  to  drink.  Their  men  iiave  fallen.  'J'heir  laictntauuHS  are  deep  and  loiul." 
Idem,  page  16. 

"  Our  govammcnt,  if  they  m/jy  he  calltd  the  gnvernmeni,  and  not  the  destroyers 
if  Hit  country,  bear  all  these  things  as  patiently  as  a  colony  of  convicts  sail  into 
ikiar.vEay."     Idem,  page  5. 

I  had  begun  to  write  some  comments  on  these  extrr.cts.  But 
I  have  chauged  my  jiurpose.  1  leave  them  to  the  judgment  of 
tjie  reader.  1  shal!  simply  say,  if  the  preachers  believed  all 
Ihey  asserted,  Avhat  transcendant  infatuftfion  !  If  tbey  did 
liot,  what  transcendant  turpitude  !  in  either  cnse,  what  trans- 
cendant profanation  of  the  clerical  functions  / — and  of  a  reli- 
t£;ion  bx^athiug;  peace  ii«d  good  will  among  men  !  May  the 
Lord  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant  that  no  American  congrega- 
tion may  ever  hear  such  sermons  again  ! 
Success  of  the  War. 

The  enemies  of  the  administration  were  lavish  of  their  re- 
proaches, in  the  early  stages  of  the  war.  on  its  ill  success,  which 
to  m.ny  of  them  was  a  subject  of  as  much  triumph,  as  ;f  they 
belonged  to  a  hostile  nation — as  if  whatever  dishonour  and 
disgrace  might  arise  from  it,  were  to  attach  themselves  wholly 
to  the  administration.  The  blindness  and  perversity  of  ma- 
ny of  our  citizens  on  this  topic,  were  utterly  astonishir.g. — 
Whatever  of  glory  wss  acquired,  or  of  disgrace  susu^ined  in  the 
war,  its  friends  and  enemies  partook  equally  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world.* 

*  This  all-important  idea  is  placed  in  the  stronirest  and  most  strikina;  point  of 
light  by  ti.e  Editor  of  the  Ana';-  tical  Magazinp,  in  t'  e  life  of  Commodore  Ferry 
— of  v?hic!J  mcit  elegant  peiiormance,  may  be  said   w;th  perfect  tiuth,  the  hero 
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It  is  likewise  made  a  su'^ject  of  r?;)roach  to  the  adrntnistra- 
tion,  and  of  rejaicing  to  some  deluded  peOtJie  whom  partj^  pas- 
siou3  h^ve  led  astray,  and  blinded  to  the  interest  and  Iionor  of 
their  country,  that  the  government  has  alrnnd^tietl  its  ground 
on  the  subject  of  impressment !  A  most  nislancholy  subject 
of  rejoicing  !  Alas  !  it  was  not  the  power  of  England,  nor 
tile  oowcfaU  of  Bonaparte,  that  produced  this  abandonment  of 
the  claims  of  the  poor,  suffering,  nanticai  iiero  I  No.  Internal 
discord,  more  fatal  than  tens  of  thousands  of  embrittled  ene- 
mies, has  riveteJ  tiie  chiins  of  impressment  on  couatlegs  uuni-' 
bers  of  future  Hulls,  Perries,  ^Porters,  Lawrences,  and  Macdo- 
^Q•Jghg. 

But  had  the  war  been  really  iiasucceasrul,  it  would  not  be 
sarprising.  It  would  have  more  completely  covered  the  nation 
wilh  the  proudest  laurels,  h?A  Boston  observed  an  impartial 
neutrality.  Bat  she  persecuted  the  government  with  as  much 
virulence,  and  aialignity,  and  violence,  as  if  it  wore  adminis- 
tered ny  demons  incarnate.  She  involved  in  the  vortex  of 
dlsatTection  no  small  porlion  of  (he  population  of  her  own 
and  sister  states,  and  did  England  niore  effective  service,  thdn  all 
her  armies,^ 

The  war,  to  the  raortificaiion  of  the  enemies  of  the  country, 
lias  crowiled  the  United  States  with  naval  glory.  We  havft 
more  impaired  tls©  naval  standing  of  Great  Britain,  than  all 
the  enemies  she  has  had  lOt^  a  century  :  and  our  Scotls,  and  our  . 
Browns,  and  our  Ripleys,  and  our  Gainesos,  and  our  Macombs, 
and  our  Coifees,  and  our  Carrols,  and  our  Jacksons,  have  ac- 
quired by  land-  honour  and  glory  equal  to  what  has  been  ac- 
quired on  the  water  by  our  Hulls,  Decaturs,  Bainbridges,  Per- 
ries, Porters,  Joneses,  and  Macdonoug-hs. 

Let  those  infatuated  men  v.  ho  caught  the  government  by  the 
Ihro  it,  and  almost  strangled  it,  by  the  destruction  of  its  credit^ 
and  by  shackling  ail  its  efforts,  only  refiect   for  a  few   minutes 

was  worthy  of  such  a  Biographer,  and  the  Biographer  was  worthy  of  f.'uch  an  il- 
lustrious hero.     Tiiere  is  oJt  eztaot  £  production  of  which  i  should  be  more  grat- 
--iCed  to  be  the  author^ 

*  Of  the  style  aad  manner  In  which  tiie  government  has  been  assailed  on  the 
subject  of  the  loans,  the  reader  will  find  in  the  52d  and  5GUi  chapters,  a  few  spe- 
cimens. Many  of  the  paragraphs  on  this  and  other  topics  display  a  di^gree  of 
in\!!ce,  and  virulence,  aad  ribaldry,  that  can  oniy.be  equalled  by  tl»e  writers  of 
the  Courier  and  the  Tim«s.  Adhesion  to  the  eii*ray  is  visible  in  the  elaborate 
defences  of  his  coaduct  that  so  frequently  appear  in  a  large  proportion  of  the 
papers  published  to  tiie  eaatwird,  Aud,  •trange  to  tell,  there  was  a  most  labour- 
ed set  of  essays  published  in  Bostoa  und#r  the  signature  of  Pacificut.  defending 
the  monstrous  claim  to  16^,000,000  of  acres  of  oar  territory,  as  a  Sint-qwinon 
condition  of  peace.  These  essays  were  republished  in  most  of  the  federal  pa? 
4>ers  threughoat  tUe  uaion,  without  com-jiaat  or  censure.  ^. 

Se2  f 
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calmly  on  the  effect  of  tlieir  conduct.  They  ilcsireil  peace. — 
But  they  really  prolonged  the  ^va^.  If,  nolwiiistandlng  the 
immense  disadvantages  under  which  it  was  carried  on,  through 
the  disaffection  of  such  a  large  body  of  our  citizens,  we  so  harrass- 
ed  and  crippled  the  tradfe  of  the  enemy,  what  would  have  been 
the  result,  had  the  united  energies  of  the  nation  been  employ- 
ed to  avenge  the  national  wrongs — had  all  the  ports  of  the  east- 
cm  states  contributed  their  portion  towards  the  common  cause  ! 
Great  Britain  would  in  that  case  have  been  weary  of  the  war 
in  twelve  months.  She  would  have  given  us  an  early  and  hon- 
ourftble  peace.  Millions  of  debts  and  taxes  would  have  been 
saved — thousands  of  lives  on  both  sides  preserved — the  des- 
troction  of  public  and  private  credit  prevented — and  the  two 
nations  would  have  been  early  restored  to  the  relations  of  com- 
merce and  friendship.  This  is  an  awful  view  of  the  labours  of 
the  "peace  party '^ 


CHAPTER  LVII. 

Parlies  change  na}7i€  and  characler,  Jacohins.  Defmilion.  Un- 
holy struggh  for  power ^  the  cause  of  all  our  difficuliks.  Can- 
did confession. 

Parties  sometimes  change  tbeir  names,  though  they  re- 
tain their  principles.  But  they  more  frequently  change  their 
•haracter,  and  conduct,  and  principles,  still  retaining  their 
names.  On  many  occasions  in  England,  whig  administrations 
have  enforced  tory  measures.  And  some  of  the  most  whiggish 
measures  have  been  adopted  by  tory  administrations.  A 
very  large  number  of  the  democrats  in  1793,  particularly  in 
the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  were  rank  jacobins  and  dis- 
organizers.  They  offered  violence  to  the  government,  and 
raised  an  insurrection,  to  free  themselves  from  a  paltry  excise 
on  whiskey,  one  of  the  most  rational  and  salutary  taxes  ever 
dfvised.  Most  of  those  men  who  then  violated  the  laws  in 
this  respect,  are  now  strenuous  supporters  of  the  government. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  federalists  of  17G3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8, 
'were  zealous  "frie?ids  of  order  and  good  govcjTwunt."  This* 
Tvas  with  them  a  sort  of  watch-wcrd.  They  were  ardent  sup- 
porters of  the  honour  and  constituted  authorities,  which  they 
identified  with  iheir  own.  A  very  large  portion  of  them  still 
adhere  to  the  good  old  faith  aud  praetiee.     But  tiiere  are  tioo 
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many  v.ho  are  as  arrant  jacobins  and  disorganizers,  and  as  ripe 
for  tumult  and  commotion,  as  the  most  violent  of  the  democrats 
in  1 793.  They  may  miirraurand  may  curse  me  Cor  this  decinratioa 
as  much  as  they  please.  I  care  not.  They  may  exhaust  Er- 
nulphiis's  whole  collection  of  maledictions  on  my  devoted 
head.  But  were  tliese  maledictions  ten  limes  told  over,  they 
would  not  eSace  from  their  escutcheon  the  foul  blot  of  jacobin- 
ism. A  jacobin  is  a  man  of  violence  in  politics — an  enemy 
to  legal  government — and  ripe  for  revolution.  This  definition 
is  sui)9taniiaHy  correct.  And  therefore  every  man  is  a  jaco'rln 
who  was  in  favour  of  sending  to  Elba,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
led  Statc€,  chosen  by  the  unbiassed  votes  of  a  free  nation.  Ev- 
ery man  is  a  rank  jacobin^  vviio  vras  tov pittting  down  the  admin- 
istraiion  by  force.  Every  man  is  a  rank  jaco tin.,  who  with  Mr. 
King  of  Massachusetts,  re;5ard[&3S  of  decency,  decoiiim,  propri- 
ety, or  dignity  of  character,  threaicned  the  president  in  au  iii- 
nendo  rviih  a  halter.^  Every  man  is  a  rankjacvMu,  vy  !io,  with 
Mr.  Coleman,  editor  of  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  preferred 
war  with  all  its  horrors,  all  its  d;vastations,  to  a  corMnuajicc  of 
the  present  administration.  Every  man  is  a  rank,  furious,  en- 
venomed, and  dangerous  jacobin,  who,  v;ith  ?rlr.  Biake>  a  quon- 
dam  democrat,  seized  the  advantage  of  a  distressing  war,  to  or" 
ganize  one  portion  of  tliis  nation  against  th<i  rest.j 

In  fine,  every  man  who  wishes  the  minority  to  trample  dov;n 
and  rule  the  majority — who  himself  opposes,  or  who  excites 
opposition  to,  the  laws — who  seeks  to  dissolve  the  union  under 
any  pretext  whatever — who  defends  tiie  enemies  of  his  coiui- 

*  To  the  disgrace  and  disl-.oncur  of  the  houre  of  representatives  of  the  UnileJ' 
States,  tbis  vile  effusion  of  Billiagsgate  was  allowed  to  pass  witbout  a  call  to  or- 
der. 

f  Mr.  BlaTce  is  likely  to  be  a  coRspicuous  charsctsr,  Xelilicr  Marat,  Danton, 
nor  Robespierre  began  their  career  with  more  vlolcrce  than  he  h3*j  already  dis- 
played. IVemj  repp.nte  turpissimus.  He  will  improve  as  he  j:oes  on.  I  stake 
my  existeiice,  that  had  a  civil  wir  taken  place  (as  would  hnve  been  tlie  ca?^, 
had  Mr.  Blake's  eouflcils  prevailed)  and  his  party  had  not  been  crushed  in  tlie 
conflict,  ag  they  probably  would— if  he  had  the  ascendency,  there  would  have 
be.en  as  summary  process  with  the  democrats  of  that  quarter  as  there  was  with 
the  royalists  uuder  the  guillotine  government  qf  Parii.  Men  are  monsters  all  the 
Korld  over,  when  unrestrained  by  larv  end  constitutien.  T  hope  in  the  tender  mer- 
cy of  God,  we  shall  not  try  the  experiment.  But  if  in  tlo  vengeance  of  Iieaven, 
we  are  destined  to  do  it,  we  shall  add  our  example  lo  that  of  France  in  proof  of 
this  theory.  Mr.  Blake  transcends  his  friend  Mr.  Otis.  far.  The  latter  gentle- 
laan  is  surely  violent  enough — but  he  is  obliged  to  curb  and  restrain  the  converted 
democrtt.  Perhaps  Diis  is  a  ru5e  de  guerre — perhaps  the  outracjecus  violence  of 
Mr  Blake  is  intended  to  form  a  contrast  with  the  mildness  of  the  projet  of  Mr. 
Otis,  who  is  thereby  to  gain  the  popular  tiile  of  a  "  modere.'"  Old  Lord  Bur- 
leigh, or  Machiavel  himself,  couid  not  arra;:ge  the  matter  better.  But.  reader, 
I  merely  guess  at  these  things.  I  am  too  far  removed  frojn  the  chess  board,  to 
jftdje  of  the  stetcof  the  gaise. 
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try,  riglii  or  ^^Ton^^  and  slanders  and  degrades  liis  own  govera- 
meat,  is  an  enruge — a  disurganizer — a  jacobin.  ^ 

Struggle  for   cffice. 

It  is  in  vain  to  disguise  the  truth.  Would  to  God,  that  T  had 
.1  voice  of  thunder  to  };roclaim  it  througli  the  nation  !  Tlie 
convulsions  and  danger.!  of  our  country  have  arisen  from  tlie 
lust  of  office  and  power.  The  safety,  the  welfare,  the  haj>pi- 
ness  of  eight  millions  of  people  and  their  posterity  Ijave  been 
jeopardized  and  exposed  to  ruin,  in  the  unholy  struggle.— 
To  embarrass,  disgrace,  and  render  odious  and  unpopular  the 
men  possessed  of  power,  for  the  purpose  of  disjdacing  them, 
and  vaulting  into  the  vacant  seats,  is  a  procedure,  as  ancient  as 
government  itself.  And  that  it  has  been  almost  universally 
prevalent  hero,  is  incontrovertible.  It  is  not  wonderful  ihat 
those  whose  grand  and  sole  objects  are  power  and  the  cn:ylu- 
ili«nts  of  office,  should  pursue  this  plan.  Tlie  depravity  of  hu- 
man nature  sufficiently  accounts  for  it.  But  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  community  who  neither  have  nor  hope  for  place  of 
lionoiir  or  profit,  should  lead  themselves  to  such  a  scheme — 
should  allow  themselves  to  he  made  instruments  to  be  wielded 
for  the  purpose— that  they  should,  rs  the  history  of  tJrls  young 
country  has  often  verified,  shut  their  eyes  to  the  vita!  inleresls 
of  the  nation,  in  order  to  promote  the  aggrandizement  of  a  few 
men,  is  reallj^  astonishing. 

The  following  paragraph  from  the  New  York  Evening  Post, 
is  as  candid  a  confession  of  a  most  sinister  object  {!S  ever  was 
made.  While  we  were  exposed  to  all  the  horrors  of  war — our 
cities  and  towns  liable  to  Copenhagenism— our  wives  and 
our  dau2;hters  to  violation — it  was  ingenuously  avowed,  that 
all  these  fri2;htful  evils  ivcre  of  no  account  compared  ivith  the  ex- 
clusion of  Mr.  Coleman's  friends  froin  office  ! !!  It  is  impossible 
to  mistake  the  idea.  It  is  caj)able  of  no  other  than  this  inter- 
pretation. However  we  reprobate  its  want  of  public  spirit,  its 
candour  commands  applause. 

"  What  woahl  be  the  value  of  a  peace,  if  not  attended  with  a  change 
of  those  rulers  who  are  driving  the  country  headlong  t*  ruin  ?  A 
PEACE,./  suchb4  its  effects,  WOVl^Jy  BE  THE  HEAVIEST  OF 

CURfiES.—T/iere  is  no  event  thai  could  happen— no  possible  konditwn  of 
ihin'^s  *hai  could  be  imagined,  which  ought  not  to  be  deplored,  and  avoided,  as 
the  HEAVIEST  OF  CALAMITIES,  if  its  tendency  is  to  perpetuate 
poicer  in  the  profligate  hands  that  for  sixteen  years  have  governed  this  im- 

The  man  who  can  read  these  declarations  without  shudder- 
ing with  horror,  must  have  his  moral  feeliogs  destroyed,  or  at 
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least  blunted  to  an  extreme  degree.  These  sentiments  have 
a[)|;eared  in  other  papers  besides  tiie  New  York  Evening  Post 
This  paragraph  alTords  a  complete  chie  to  all  the  convulsive 
struggles  in  congress — all  the  elibrts  to  prevent  the  success  of 
every  measure  calculated  to  meet  the  recent  emergency.  The 
possession  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  {>eidiliun  of  the 
country  on  the  other,  were  the  alternative.  Tl:e  parties  had 
no  hesitation  about  forcing  the  choice  on  their  ill-starred  coun- 
try. 


CHAPTER  LVIII. 

llliheraJiiil  of  prejudices  against  f or cifyners.  Ungrateful  on  the 
part  if  America.  Irishmen  and  Frenchmen  peculiar  chjecis  if 
dislike,  Penn^-tdvania  line.  Extreme  suffering.  Tempting 
allurements,  tlnshaken  virtue  and  heroism,  Arnold.  Sil^is 
Deane.     Refugees, 

"  TliC  real  cause  of  the  \r&r  iau?t  be  traced  to  *  *  *  *  *  the  influence  o^  norih- 
ies^forei^Tierf  over  iha  press,  and  the  deliberations  of  the  gov^nment  in  ail  its 
h  anc.'ies  "  Reply  of  the  i;oure  of  representatives  of  Masiariiusttts  to  the 
s.pt;pc}rof  governor  Strong,  Juae,  1314. 

*"  Thou  shall  ne'ther  vex  a  stranger,  nor  oppress  him  ;  fe^rye  were 
strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt.''''     Exodus,  xxi*.  21. 

I  HAVE  long  desired  a  fair  opportunity  of  hraidling  this  top- 
ic. 1  hdve  h>ng  felt  indignant  at  the  indiscriminate  abuse  hull- 
ed on  foreigners  in  general — and  more  parliculnrly  on  the  I- 
rish,  on  whose  devoted  heads  "  the  vials  cf  ivralh,''^  -dve  inces- 
santly '^  poured  out.'' 

Thpre  is  no  country  that  owes  more  to — there  is  no  country 
h-'S  mure  need  of — foreigners.  There  is  no  country  in  uhich 
thty  are  more  the  objects  of  invective,  of  reproaches,  of  envy 
and  jealousy. 

A  jeaioisy  of  foreigners  prevails  in  England.  But  it  is  con- 
fined to  the  canaille,  who,  trundlino;  their  barro\Ts— swee;ring 
the  streets — or  pursuing  their  genteel  offices  of  chiinr.cy-sweeps 
anil  niirht  mi-n — h^te  and  despise  the  bag  and  tai'  parleyvoo — 
the  hlwidi:rin:=r  [rishman — the  simple  sawncy  Scctchmaji — the  leek' 
ealin<r  Welchnan.  In  fart,  every  man  who  wears  a  coat  differ- 
ent from  their  own,  or  who  displays  any  indication  th:a  proves 
him  not:  {o  he  a  "  trr,e-horn  Englishmai',"  is  an  ol>J€Ct  ©f  cea- 
fem.jt  to  an  English  scavenger. 
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But  it  is  not  thus  in  liigh  life  in  that  country.  A  forclgncT 
of  genteel  manners — decent  address — and  godd  character,  is 
tri'f.ted  with  the  atteniion  and  politeness  ije  deserves. 

With  a  degree  oC  magnauimity,  defcervingof  praise,  and  wor- 
thy of  being  made  an  examjde,  England,  who  possesses  abund- 
ance of  artists  of  high  standing;  and  sterling  merits,  appointed 
the  American  West,  as  president  of  her  royal  academy.  France, 
uith  a  constellation  of  native  talents  never  exceeded,  entrusted 
her  armies  to  a  Berwick,  to  a  S'lxc.  At  a  more  recent  period, 
a  Swifcs  banker  presided  over  hrr  financial  concerns.  Kussia 
has  frequently  placed  over  her  fleets  Scotch  naval  heroes.  In 
fact,  go  through  Chr?B*en(lom,  and  you  will  find  no  country  so 
savage,  so  uncullivatt  d,  or  so  higidy  polished  and  refined,  uhicli 
does  not  ciieeriully  avail  itself  of  the  protTered  talenis  of  lliti 
foreigner  who  makes  his  permanent  domicil  tl.ere. 

Btst  in  this  ''most  enlia-liUfud"  of  all  the  enlighlened  nations 
of  the  earth,  party  spirit  has  excited  a  peculiur  degree  of  ma- 
levolence against  the  Irish  and  the  French— and  for  tht  same 
reason,  because  England  is  hostile  to  both.  The  urhrniiy,  the 
mildness,  the  equr  nimity,  the  refinement,  and  the  poi:ttnes8  of 
the  Frtnchman,  avail  him  nothing.  He  is  an  oljtct  of  Jr'al- 
ousy  and  ill  aill,  in  sfiite  of  all  his  own  good  and  ende;  ring 
qualities,  and  in  t-jdte  too  of  the  services  his  nation  "  m  (/ic 
furt/  liour  ff  tnaf,'"  rendered  the  United  States.  The  poor, 
persecuted,  proscribed,  and  opnressf  d  Irishman,  hunted  out  of 
his  native  country,  and  knowing  the  value  of  liberty  here,  from 
the  privation  of  it  there,  finds  ihe  antipathies  of  his  lords  and 
masters  transferred  to  those  uhpse  ftllow  citizen  he  intends  lo 
become.  To  some  of  these  narrow,  infatuated,  bigoted,  and 
illiberal  men,  a  Hottentot,  or  a  Caffrarian,  or  a  Japanese,  "vvould 
be  more  acceptable  than  an  Irishrain. 

One  circumstance  -were  there  no  other  on  record — ouglit  to 
endear  to  Americans  the  name,  the  counlry  of  an  Irishman. — 
It  has  a  high  claim,  not  cancelled,  on  the  pen  of  the  historian. 
It  has  not  yet  had  justice  done  it.  Let  me  grace  my  book  with 
the  narrative. 

During  the  American  revolution,  a  band  of  Irishmen  were 
embodied  to  avenge  in  the  country  of  their  adoption  the  inju- 
ries of  the  country  of  their  birth.  Tliey  formed  the  major  part 
of  the  celebrated  Pennsylvania  -line.  They  fought  and  bled 
for  the  United  States.  Many  of  them  sealed  their  attachment 
with  their  lives.  Their  adopted  country  was  shamefully  un- 
grateful. The  wealthy,  the  independent,  and  the  luxurious 
for  whom  they  fought,  were  rioting  in  all  the  comforts  and  su- 
perfliiities  of  life.     Their  defenders  were  literally  half  starved 
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and  half  naked.  Their  shoeless  feet  marked  with  blood  their 
tracks  on  the  highway.  They  long  bore  their  grievances  pa- 
tiently. They  at  length  murmured.  They  remonstrated. — 
They  implored  a  supply  of  the  necessaries  ot  life.  But  in  vain. 
A  deaf  ear  was  turned  to  their  complaints.  They  felt  indig- 
nant at  the  cold  neg!ect~at  the  ingratitude — of  that  country 
for  which  so  many  of  their  companions  in  arms  had  expired  on 
the  crimsoned  field  of  battle.  They  held  arms  in  their  hands. 
They  had  reached  the  boundary  line,  beyon  I  which  forbear- 
ance and  submission  become  meanness  and  pusillanimity.  As 
all  appeals  to  the  gratitude,  the  justice,  the  generosity  of  the 
country  had  proved  unavailing,  they  determined  to  try  another 
course.  They  appealed  to  its  fears.  They  mutinied.  They 
demanded  with  energy  that  redress  for  which  they  had  before 
supplicated.  It  was  a  noble  deed.  I  hope  in  all  similar  cases 
similar  measures  will  be  pursued. 

[Let  me  digress  for  a  moment.     I  cannot  resist  the  tempta- 
ti(m  to  bear  my  testimony  against  conduct  considerably  anala- 
gOHS  to  what  I  have  here  reprobated.     Philadelphia  was  lately 
struck  with  fear  of  an  invading  foe.     Thousands  of  citizens, 
many  of  them  hundreds  of  miles  remote  from  us,  volunteered 
their  services  in  our  defence.     They  left  their  homes,  their 
fire-sides,  their  parents,  their  wives,  their  children,  their  busi- 
ness, and   all  their  domestic  enjoyments,  to  protect  us.     We 
made  them  a  base  return.     They  pined  and  languished  in  the 
hardships  of  a  camp,  neglected — grossly,  shamefully  neglected 
by  those  (or  whom  they  were  prepared  to  risk  their  precious 
lives.     Contributions  were  requested  by  the  committee  of  de- 
fence for  the  comfort  of  the  soldiers  and  for  the  su[)pori  of  their 
wives  arid  children.     It  is  painful  to  state,  but  it  must  be  stated, 
that  in  a  city  where   there  are  proba!  !y  one  hundred  persons 
%vorth  above  $  250,000— thirty  or  forty  worth  3  or  400,000-^ 
and  several  supposed  to  !>e  worth  millions — the  whole  contribu- 
tion did  not  exceed  $  5,000 — a  si.m  which  half  a  dozen  indi- 
viduals ought  to  have  contributed  themselves.     The  ingratitude 
and  want  of  liberality  of  the  citizens  of  Phi!adel}>hia,  and  the 
poverty  of  the  government,  which  was  unable  to  pay  the  mili- 
tia their  hard-earned  dues,  [15^  forced  m«ny  of  them  to  depend 
on  charity  for  the  means  of  reaching  their  distant  homes ! ! ! — 
Could  the  immortal  Penn,  the  founder  of  the  City  of  Brotherly 
Love,  look  down  from  the  regions  of  bliss,  wh«re  he  is  at  rest, 
he  must  have  sighed  over  the  disgraceful  scene. 

'*  The  quality  of  mercy  is  not  strained : 
It  droppetU  as  the  gentle  derr  from  Heaven 
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Upon  the  place  beneatii.     It  is  tTrice  bless'd. 
It  blesEes  him  that  gives,  and  Lim  that  takes." 

The  sun  has  not  shone  on  more  despicable  conduct.] 

To  reiuMi  to  the  renosylvauia   line.     The  intelligence   wa« 
carried  to  the  Briiish  camp.     Ii  lliere  spread  joy  and  gladness. 
Lord  Howe  hoped  Ural  a  peiiod  had  arrived  to  the  '' nbellion,'^ 
as  it  would  have  bren  termed.     There  was  a  glorious  opportu- 
nity of  crushino;   the   hall-iorraed  embryo  of  the  rt^  ubiic.     He 
counted  largely  ou  th  -  i'idly;nftlion,  and  on  the  rtseu'.meul  of  llic 
natives  of  "-tae  emerald isle.^''     He  knew  the  iiatcibiiity  of  tluir 
tempers.     lie  calculated  on  the  diniij;Ulion  of  the  strength  of 
"  the  I'ebclSj"  and  the  accession  to  the  numbers  of  the  royal  ar- 
my.    Mes.-rngers,  were  despiiched  to  the  niuline<  is.     Thty  had 
carle  blanche.     They  were  to  allure  the  poor  Hibernians  to  re- 
turn, like  prodi«;al  children,  from  feeding  on  husks,  to  the  plenti- 
ful fold  of  their  royal  master.     Liberality  herself  presided  over 
his  offers.     Abundant  supplies  of  provisions — comForiable  cloth- 
ing to  their  hearts'  desire — all  arrears  o[  pay — bounties — and  par- 
don for  past  oflences,  were  otfered.     There  was,  however,  no  he- 
sitation ainontj  these  poor  neglected    warriors.     They  refused  to 
renounce  poverty,  nakedness,  sutTering,  and  ingral'tude.     Tlie 
splendid  temptations  were  held  out  in  vain.     There  was  no  Ju- 
dAs,  no  Arnold  here.     They  sriztd  the  tempters.     They  tram- 
pled on  their  shining  ore.     They  sent  them  to  the  general's  tent. 
The  miserable  wretches  paid  their  forfeit  lives  for  attempting  to 
seduce  a  baudofngijed,  forlorn,  and  deserted,  but  illusirious  he- 
roes.    We  prate  about  Roman,  about  Grecian  patriotism.     One 
half  of  it  is  false.     In  the  other  half,  there  is  nothing  that  excels 
this  noble  trait,  which  is  worthy  the  pencil  of  a  West  or  a  Trum- 
bull. 

Let  me  reverse  the  scene.  Let  me  introduce  some  characters 
of  a  different  stamp.  Who  is  that  miscieant  yonder — daik,  de- 
signins;,  hairtrard — treachery  on  his  countenance — adagojer  in  liis 
hand  ?  Is  it  not  Arnold  ?  It  is.  Was  he  an  Iris^hmau?  No. — 
He  was  not  of  the  despised  cast,  the  foreigners.  He  was  an  A- 
merican.     Neither  Irish  nor  French  blood  flowed  in  his  veins. 

Behold,   there  is   another.     Who  is   he,  that,  Judas   like,  ir^^ 
pocketing  the  wages  of  coriuplion,  for  which  he  has  sold  his 
country  ?     Is  he  an  Irishman  ?     No.     He  is  a  native  American. 
His  name  is  Silas  Deane. 

But  surely  that  numerous  band  of  ruffians,  and  plunderers, 
and  murderers,  who  are  marauding  and  robbing — who  are  shoot- 
ing down  poor  farmers,  and  their  wives,  and  their  children,  are 
'^^fofeigners,''^ 
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It  is  impossible  they  can  be  natives.  No  native  American  would 
perpetrate  such  barbarities  oo  hie  iiaotfendiu;];  feiiow-cilizeus. — . 
It  is  an  error.     They  are  refugees  and  to  ;es — all  native  born. 

i  am  an  Irishman.  With  the  canaille  in  superfine  cloths  and 
silks,  as  well  as  with  the  canaille  ia  rags  and  tatiers,  this  ib  a 
subject  of  reproach.  For  every  man,  woman,  or  child,  base 
enough  to  attach  disgrace  to  any  perisou  on  accoum  of  his  couuiry, 
I  feel  a  most  sovereign,  and  inetiable  coiiempt.  Let  them  m,iVG 
in  whit  sphere  they  may,  whether  in  coif:  e- houses,  or  ball-roouis, 
or  palaces — inliovels,  or  jj;airet  ,  or  celJTis — they  are  grovelli.i^, 
sordid,  and  con'empiiblj^.  To  exprtss  the  uhoie  iu  two  words 
— piiy  there  were  not  words  more  forcible — tliey  are  MERE 
CANAILLE 

I  glory,  1  feel  a  pr'de  iti  the  name  of  an  Irishman.  There  is 
not  under  ihe  canopy  of  heaven,  another  nation,  which,  ground 
to  the  earth  as  Ireland  has  been,  ibr  six  hundred  years,  under  so 
vile  a  proconsular  «;o7tniment — almost  every  viceroy  a  Verres 
—a  government  whose  fundamealal  mrxiiri  is '*  divide  and  de- 
stroy"— whose  existence  depends  on  fomenting  the  hostility  of 
the  Protestant  against  the  Presby'ierian  and  Catholjc,  and  (hat  of 
the  Catholic  against  ihe  Protestant  and  Presbyterian — there  is 
«ot,  I  say,  another  nation,  which,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  have  preserved  the  slightest  raj  of  respectability  of  char- 
acter. 

A  book  now  lies  before  me,  which,  in  a  few  lines,  with  great 
naivete,  developes  the  horrible  system  pursued  of  England  ia 
the  government  of  Ireland,  by  exciting  the  jealousy  of  one  part 
of  the  nation  against  the  other.      A  schemer  ©f  the  name  of 
Waod,  had  sufficient  court  influence  to  procure  a  patent  for  sup- 
plying Ireland  with   copper  coin  in   the  year  1724,  by  means 
whereof  he  would  have  amassed  an  immense  fortune  by  fleecin» 
the  nation  of  its  gold  and  silver  in  retarn  for  his  base  copper. — 
Dean  Swift  exposed  the  intended  fraud  with  such  zeal  and  abili- 
ty,  that  he  arotised  the  public  indignation  at  the  attempt;  and 
thus  the  projector  was  fairly  defeated,  and  his  patent  revoked.— 
Primate  Bouher,  who  was   at  that  period  prime  mlaiMer  of  Ire- 
land, in  a  letter' to  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  deplores  the  conse- 
quences of  this  fraudulent  attempt,  in  uniting  the  parties,  who,  till 
then-,  had  been  embittered  enemies.     This  grand  dignitary  of  the 
church  regarde<l  a  cessation  of  discord  and  hostilitv   among  the 
oppressed  Irish  as  a  most  alarming  even'  !t!  pregnant  with  dan- 
ger to  the  authority  of  England  H!  But,  reader,  I   will  let  him 
^feak.  for  himself: 

Fjf 
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"  The  people  of  every  religion,  country,  and  party  here,  are  alike  set  againi^ 
Wood's  half  pence  ;  and.  r|^  their  agreement  in  this  has  had  \  VERY  UN- 
HAPPY  lINFLUENCt:^^  THE  AFFAIRS  OP  THE  iVA TION  I  [  I  by 
bringing  onintimncies  between  PapislSy  and  Jaeobites,  and  the  whigs,  who  before 
hadno  correspondence  with  them.''*!!!  See  Boulter's  letters,  vol.1,  page  7. 
Eublin  Edition,  1770. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  grinding,  the  debasing  circumstances 
that  militate  against  Ireland  and  Irishmen,  there  is  no  country 
in  Christendom,  which  has  not  witnessed  the  heroism,  the  jitn- 
erosity,  the  liberality  of  Irishmen—  none,  where,  notvxithsiaud- 
ing  the  atrocious  calumnies  propagated  against  ihtm  by  iheir 
oppressors,  they  have  not  forced  their  v\ay  through  the  thorny 
and  briary  pathsof  prejudice  and  jealousy,  to  honour,  to  esieem, 
to  respect. 

It  has  been  said,  that  they  are  in  this  country,  turbulent,  and 
refractory,  and  disorderly,  and  factious.  This  charge  is  as 
base  as  those  by  whom  it  is  advanced.  There  is  more  turbu^ 
lence,  n(ioref*ction5  more  disaffection  in  Boston,  whose  popula- 
tion is  onlj^  33,000,  ami  which  has  as  few  foreigners  as  perh&pB 
any  town  in  the  world,  than  there  is  in  the  two  statts  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York,  with  a  population  of  1,700,000,  and 
which  contain  probably  two-thirds  of  all  the  native  Irisl  min 
in  this  country.  While  native  born  citizens — some  of  wlu  m 
pride  themselves  on  Indian  blood  flowing  in  their  veins — and 
others  who  boast  of  a  holy  descent  from  those  "  sainted  pilgrims'^ 
\\hom  British  persecution  drove  to  the  howling  wilderness, 
were  of  late  sacrilegiously  and  wickedly  attempting  to  destroy 
the  glorious  (would  to  Heaven  1  could  say  the  immortal)  fabric 
of  our  almost  divine  form  of  government  ;  of  the  Irishmen  in 
this  country,  high  and  low,  ninety-nine  of  every  hundred  were 
strenuously  labouring  to  ward  off  the  stroke. 

I  said  there  is  no  country  that  owes  more  to  foreijfiers 
than  the  Unii^d  States.  1  owe  it  to  myself  and  to  my  reader, 
not  to  let  a  point  of  such  importance  rest  on  mere  assertion. 
Of  the  men  who  acquired  distinction  in  the  cabinet,  or  in  the 
field,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  a  very  large  proportion 
T\ere  foreigners.  In  -''the  times  that  tried  mens'  souls,"  their 
services  were  acceptaHe— they  were  gladly  leceived,  and 
courteously  treated.  But  now,  like  the  squeezed  orange,  th«y 
*re  to  be  thrown  aside,  and  troddeii  under  foot. 

The  illustrious  La  Fayette,  Gen.  Lee,  Gen.  Gates,  Gen. 
Stewart,  the  inestimable  Gen.  Montgomery,  Gen.  Pulaski,  Gen. 
Kosciusko,  Baron  Steuben,  Baron  De  Kulb,  Gen.  M'Pherson, 
Gen.  St.  Clair,  Gen.  Hamilton,  Robert  Morris,  the  amiable 
Charles  Thompson,  Judge  Wilson,  Baron  De  Glaubec,  TbomR* 
Faine,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  William  Findley,  and  hundreds  of 
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Others  eminent  during  the  revolution,  were  foreigners.  Many 
of  them  were  not  excelled  for  services,  and  merits,  Oy  any  n*' 
tive  AoiericAn,  whether  the  dingy  blood  of  a  Pocahontas  crawl- 
ed through  his  veins,  or  whether  he  descended  in  a  right  line 
from  any  of  "  the  Pilgrims"  that  waged  war  against  the  potent 
MassAsoit. 

Since  the  preceding  pages  were  written,  I  have  met  with  a 
pam|)hlet  of  infinite  merit,  written  by  one  of  the  authors  of 
*' Salmagundi"  from  which  I  quote  the  following  statement 
with  pleasure^as  affording  an  able  vindication  of  the  Irish, 
and  a  fair  sketch  of  the  oppressions  and  v\ix)ngs  they  have  en- 
dured. In  the  name  of  the  nation  I  thank  the  writer  for  this 
generous  effusion,  of  which  the  value  is  greatly  enhanced,  by 
the  extreme  rarity  of  such  liberality  towards  Ireland  or  Irish- 
men on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  work  has,  moreover, 
the  merit  of  being  an  excellent  defence  of  this  country  againt, 
the  abuse  of  British  critics.  I  earnestly  recommend  it  to 
the  perusal  of  every  American  who  feels  for  the  honour  of  his 
country. 

"The  history  of  Ireland*s  unhappy  connexion  with  EngTand,  ^exhibits,  from 
first  to  last,  a  detail  of  the  most  peraeveriog,  galling,  grinding,  iasnlting,  and 
systematic  oppression,  to  be  found  any  where  rj^  ejfce;9f  among  the  helots  of 
Sparta.  There  is  not  a  national  feeling  that  has  not  been  insultf  d  and  trodden 
under  foot ;  a  national  right  that  has  not  been  withheld,  until  fear  forced  it  from 
the  grasp  of  England  ;  or  a  dear,  or  a«icieQt  prejudice,  that  has  not  been  violat- 
ed in  that  abused  country.  As  Christians,  the  peopli?  of  Ireland  have  been  de- 
nied, under  penalties  and  disqualificatione,  the  exercise  of  the  rites  of  the  Catho' 
lie  rsligion,  venerable/or  its  antiquity  ;  admirable  for  its  unity  ;  aiid  consecrated 
by  the  belief  of  some  of  the  best  men  that  ever  breathed.  A.s  meu  they  have  been 
deprived  of  the  common  rights  of  British  subjects,  und«r  the  pretext  that  th«y 
were  incapable  of  enjoying  them  :  which  pretext  had  no  other  foundation  than 
their  resistance  of  oppression,  only  the  more  severe  by  being  sanctioned  by  the 
law«.  ENGLAND  FIRST  DENIED  THEM  THE  ME\NS  OF  IM- 
PROVEMENT;  AND  THEN  INSULTED  THEM  WITH  THE  IMPU- 
TATION OF  BARBARISM  "* 

While  on  the  point  of  closing  this  page,  I  have  been  furnish- 
ed with  a  noble  effusion  on  this  subject,  from  very  high  author- 
ity. Its  sterling  merits,  and  its  justice  towards  the  nation  I 
have  dared  to  vindicate,  will  warrant  its  insertion,  and  amply 
compensate  the  perusal. 

**********  it  ^  dependenpy  of  Great  Britain,  rj^  Ireland  kns 
lon^  languished  under  oppressions  reprobated  by  humanity,  and  discountenanced 
by  just  mb'ctf  ft  would  argue  penury  of  human  feeling  ?.nd  ignorance  of  human 
rishts,  q^  to  submit  patiently  to  those  oppressions.  [rj»  Centuries  have  witness- 
ed the  struggles  rf  Ireland — but  with  only  partial  success.  Rebellioas  and  insur- 
rections have  continued  with  but  short  intervals  of  tranquillity.     Many  of  tfee 

*  See  pamphlet  entitled  '"^  Tbe  United  States  and  England,"  page  83^. 
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Irish,  like  the  FrcDcli,  are  the  hereditary  foes  of  Great  Britain.  [j;j=  Avntri^a 
hui  opened  her  arms  to  the  oppressed  of  all  nations.  No  people  iiuve  availed 
themselves  of  the  abyJum  with  more  alacrity,  or  w  greater  nunjbers  than  the 
Irish.  HIGH  IS  THE  MEED  OF  PRAl>E,  RICH  THE  REWARD, 
WHICH  IRISiHMEN  HAVE  MERfTED  1  ROM  THE  GRATITUDE  OF 
AMERICA.  AS  HEROES  AIND  STATESMEN,  THEY  HONOL'R 
IHfclR  ADOPTED  COUNTRY." 

The  above  sublime  and  correct  tribute  of  praise,  is  extract- 
ed from  the  Federal  Republican,  of  July  22,  1812,  and  forms 
part  of  an  unanimous  address  agreed  to  by  {he  federal  members 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  jiublished  in  consequence  of 
Wie  Baltimore  riots. 

1  have  Iveen  highly  and  very  unexpectedly  gratified  to  find 
another  advocale  and  delender  of  the  Irish  nafion,  since  the 
publication  of  my  former  edilion.  IVlr.  Colt  man,  the  editor  of 
the  New  York  Evening  Post,  bears  this  strong  testimony  in 
fa\our  of  that  nation,  in  bis  pajier  of  the  7th  of  March, 
1815:— 

"  No  character  is  more  esiimable  and  res'pec table  than  thai  of  the  real  Irish 
gentleman  :  and  those  uho  have  come  io  reside  among  us;  are  disiinguisbtd 
hy  tht  urbanity  of  their  manntra  and  the  iibtrality  (f  their  mindsy 


CHAPTER  LIX. 

Address  to  ike  Federalists  of  the  United  States,^ 

Gentlemen, 

An  attentive  perusal  of  the  preceding  pages,  can,  I  hope, 
hardly  have  failed  to  place  me  beyond  the  suspicion  of  the  des- 
picable vice,  flattery — and  must  give  to  my  commendation  at 
least  the  merit  of  sincerity. 

After  these  introductory  remarks,  I  make  no  scruple  to  de- 
clare my  decided  conviction,  that  in  private  life,  I  know  of  no 
party,  in  ancient  or  modern  history,  more  entitled  to  respect, 
to  esteem,  to  regard,  than  the  American  federalists  in  general 
— in  all  the  social  relations,  of  husbands,  parents,  brothers, 
children  and  friends.  There  are  exceptions.  But  they  are  as 
few  as  ap|)ly  to  any  body  equally  numerous.  Political  preju- 
dice, or  the  widest  difference  of  opinions,  has  never  so  far  ob- 

*  Written,  let  it  he  ohserved.  in  Nov  181 4.  I  could  not  alter  this  chapter  s© 
as  to  suit  it  to  existing  circum<'tances  j  I  therefore  let  it  remain  as  a  record  of  the 
state  of  the  Datioa  at  that  period. 
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gcurpd  my  visual  ray,  as  to  prevent  me  from  discerning,  or  my 
reasjning  faculty  from  acknowledging,  this  strong,  this  honour- 
able trtith — the  more  decisive  itt  its  nature,  from  being  prO" 
nounoe«i  )y  a  political  opponent. 

BjI,  feliow  citizeas,  after  this  frank  declaration  in  your 
praise  as  to  private  life,  and  for  private  virtue,  let  me  freely^ 
discuss  your  public  conduct.  Believe  me,  I  mean  not  to  offend, 
I  trust  I  shall  not.  1  adilress  you  the  words  of  truth.  The 
crisis  forbids  the  use  of  ceremony,  1  hope  you  will  give  the- 
sutijeet  a  serious  consideration — and  receive  with  indulgence 
wh  U  emanates  from  candour  and  friendship. 

I  believe  liiere  is  not  to  be  found,  in  the  widest  range  of  his- 
tory, anot'ier  instance  of  a  oarty  so  enlightened,  so  intelligent, 
so  respectable,  and  in  private  life  so  virtuous,  yielding  them- 
selves up  so  blindly,  so  submissively,  and  with  so  complete  aa 
abandonment  of  the  plainest  dictates  of  reason  and  coramon- 
sense,  into  the  hands  of  leaders  so  undeserving  of  their  confi- 
dence. In  and  after  the  dtys  of  Washington,  you  stood  on  a^ 
proud  eminence — on  high  and  com;n=jnding  ground.  You  were 
the  frieiids  of  order  and  good  government.  You  were  trem-» 
blingly  alive  to  the  honour  of  your  country.  You  identified  it- 
i,vith  your  own.  But  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  more  lamentable 
change  in  the  conduct  of  any  body  of  men  than  has  taken  place 
with  your  leaders.  The  mind  can  hardly  conceive  a  greater 
eoritrast  than  between  a  genuine  Washingtonian  federalist  of 
17H0,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  and  the  Bostonian,  who,  covered  with 
the  pretended  mantle  of  Washinjjton  federalism,  destroys  the 
credit  of  his  ewn  government — and  collects  the  metallic  medi- 
um of  the  nation  to  foster  the  armies  preparing  to  attack  and 
Say  it  waste.  Never  were  holy  terms  so  tjrost-ituted.  Wash- 
ington fro'.n  Heaven  looks  e!o\vn  with  indignation  at  such  a 
vile  perversion  of  the  authority  of  his  name. 

Let  me  request  your  attention  to  a  few  facts — and  to  reSec- 
tions  and  queries,  resulting  from  them — 

I.  Your  proceedings  and  yo-jr  views  are  eulogized  in  Mon- 
treal, Quebec,  Halifax,  London,  and  Liverpool.  The  Courier.i 
and  the  Times,  and  all  the  other  irovernment  papers,  are  loud 
and  uniform  in  your  praise,  {r^  This  is  an  cuvful  fact,  and 
ought  to  make  j^ou  pause  in  your  career. 

II.  dJ'  Your  parti/  m-^5  as  your  cotmtrif  sinks.  Uy^  It  sinks 
tis  your  country  rises.  This  is  another  awful  fact.  It  cannot 
fall  to  rend  the  he»rt  of  every  oublic  spirited  man  amonsjyou^ 
For  the  love  of  th?  GJod  of  Peice— ')y  the  shade  of  Washing- 
ton— by  that  country  which  contains  all  you  hoid  dear,  I  ad*^ 
jure  yoa  to  weigh   well  this  sentence— 0;7*  vou  sink  as  youi^ 

F  f  2 
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eountry  rises.  Yes,  it  is  indul)ital>ly  so.  II  is  a  terrific  and  ap- 
palling trutb.  And  (IT*  you  rise  as  thai  desponding,  lacerated, 
perishing,  heir  ay  ed  country  sinks.  "  I  wuuiti  rather  be  a  dog  and 
bay  the  moon,"  than  stand  in  this  odious  predicament. 

III.  Had  there  been  two  or  three  surrenders  lilve  General 
Bull's — had  Copeuhagenism  befallen  New  York,  or  Philadel- 
phia, or  Baltimore,  or  Charleston — or  had  our  Constitutions, 
and  United  States,  and  Presidents,  and  Constellations,  been 
«unk  or  carried  into  Halifax  ;  and  our  Porters,  and  Decaturs, 
and  Bainbridges,  and  Perrys,  and  Hulls,  been  killed  or  taken 
prisoners,  your  leaders  would  have  been  crowned  with  com- 
plete success.  They  would  have  been  wafted  on  a  spring-tide 
to  that  power  which  is  "  the  God  of  their  idolatry."  flJ"  Eve- 
ry event  that  sluds  lustre  on  tJie  arms  of  Anurica  is  to  them  a  de- 
feat. It  removes  to  a  distance  the  prize  to  which  their  eyes  and 
efforts  are  directed.  [JJ^  But  every  ciraimstance  that  entails  dis- 
grace cr  distress  on  the  country,  whether  it  be  bankruptcy ,  defeat, 
treachery,  or  cowardice,  is  auspicious  to  their  tnews, 

IV.  0:7=  Never  has  the  sun,  in  his  glorious  course,  beheld  so  es- 
iimahle,  so  respectable,  so  enlightemd  a  party  as  you  are,  in  tLe 
frightful  situation,  in  which  the  ambition  of  your  leaders,  and 
your  own  tame,  thoughtless,  inexplicable  acijuiescei  ce,  have 
placed  3'ou. 

V.  By  fulm? nations  from  the  pulpit — by  denunciations  frooi 
the  press— rt:j=  by  a  profuse  use  of  British  government  hills — ly 
unusual,  unnecessary,  hostile  and  oppressive  drafts  for  specie  on 
the  New  York  banks — and  by  various  othtr  unholy,  treasona- 
ble, and  wicked  means,  the  leaders  of  your  party  in  Boston 
have  reduced  the  p:overnment  to  temporary  bankruptcy- — have 
produced  the  s-ime  etfcct  on  our  banks — have  depreciated  the 
stocks  and  almost  every  species  of  pioj^erty  from  10  to  30  p«r 
cent. 

VL  These  treasonable  operations  have  served  the  cause  rf 
Fngland  more  efSertually,  than  Lord  Wellington  could  have 
done  with  50,000  of  his  bravest  iroois.  They  have  produced 
incalculable,  and  to  m*  ny  remediless  distress  and  ruin. 

VII.  \n^  After  haxinz  thus  treascnahly  dc^troyed the  credit  of 
ikr  gcvervment,  one  of  their  strongest  accusations  against  it,  is  its 
'bankruptcy.^ 

*  It  is  Jmpo9f?lble  for  lan?u^jrp  to  convey  the  contempt  and  ablvnrfence  that  are 
due  to  the  cantinji,  whining  spepche*  fleiiver.-d  in  roi.gress  on  the  bankruptcy  of 
the  governmeiil  by  men  who  were  deeply. guilty  of  producing  it — whose  treason- 
able efforts  hare  been  crowned  with  success — who  have  largely  C'-ijtribu*ed  to 
blast  the  nro«t  ctieering  ^^rusprcts  that  l"(-aven  ever  vouchsafed  io  accord  to  any 
of  the  hoinao  race.    The  tears  thue  shed,  are  exactly  t>  pific<i  by  thcg6  that 
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VIII.  A  man  who  ties  another  neck  and  heels,  and  gags  him, 
might,  with  equal  justice,  blow  out  his  brains  for  not  singing, 
Yankee-doodle,  or  dancing  asiraband,  as  those  who  produce 
bankruptcy  inculpate  the  bankrupt  with  his  forlorn  and  despe- 
rate circumstances.  ^ 

IX.  There  is  no  other  country  in  the  world,  where  these 
proceedings  would  not  be  punished  severely — in  many  capitrilly. 
Their  guilt  is  enormous,  clear  and  indisputable.  They  sinke 
at  the  safety,  and  even  the  existence,  of  society. 

X.  By  the  sedition  law,*  enacted  by  some  of  these  very  men,, 
and  their  followers,  heavy  fines,  and  tedious  imprisonment,  were 
awarded  against  offences  in€om;)arably  inferior. 

XI.  While  you  submit  to  leaders,  whose  career  is  so  iniquit- 
ous, were  you  in  private  life  as  pure  as  archangels,  you  partake 
largely  of  the  i^ailt  of  those  whoni  you  uphold ;  whose  power 
of  destruction  depends  on  your  support ;  and  who  would  sink 
into  insignificance,  but  for  your  countenance. 

XII.  If  the  pretext,  or  even  the  strong  belief,  on  the  part  of 
the  minority,  that  a  war,  or  any  other  measure  is  unjust,  can 
%varrant  such  a  Jacobinical,  seditious,  and  treasonable  opposition 
as  the  present  war  has  experienced,  no  government  can  eKist. 
The  minority  in  all  countries,  uniformly  denounce  ail  the  meas- 
ures they  have  opposed,  as  unjust,  wicked,  unholy,  or  unconsti- 
tutional— or  all  united. 

.  XIII.  The  most  unerring  characteristic  of  a  desperate  faction, 
is  [XT'  an  uniform  opposition  to  all  the  measures  proposed  hif  its 
epponents,  whether  good  or  dud,  and  nrithout  offerins;  substitutes. 
The  more  dangerous  the  crisis,  and  the  more  necessary  the 
measures,  the  more  infallible  the  criterion. 

XIV.  This  characteristic  exactly  and  most  indisputably  ap- 
plies to  your  leaders.  The  count ^-y  is  on  the  brink  of  perdi- 
tion. Yet  they  have  opposed  and  defeated  every  raessure  de- 
vised for  our  salvation.  They  appear  determineel  to  delirer  us 
tied  hand  and  foot  into  the  power  of  Ae  enemy,  unless  they  can 
seize  the  reins  of  government. 

XV.  You  profess  to  be^disciples  of  Washington.  Tlie  title 
is  a  glorious  one.  Let  us  test  the  practice  of  your  leaders,  by 
the  holy  maxims  of  V/ashington.  He  raised  his  voice  against — 
warued  you  to  shun — and  pronounced  the  strongest  conderana- 
ion  upon 

so  plentifullj  fall  froai  the  voracious  crocodile  over  the  prey  he  is  gohg  to 
lietour. 
*6cc  chapter  3, 
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1.  Ail  obstruciioQS,  of  what  kind  soever,  to  the  execution  of 
the  lavrs : 

2.  AH  con)binalions  to  direct,  contiol.  or  awe  the  constituted 
suthoiities : 

3.  All  insidious  efforts  to  UJ^  excite  hostility  between  the  differ- 
etit  sections  of  the  union: 

4.  And  in  he  most  rmpliatical  manner,  [CT^  all  attempts  to 
dissolve  the  union. 

XVI.  But  the  leaders  of  your  partj,  particularly  io  Boston^ 
lave 

1.  Openly  obstructrd  the  execution  of  the  laws: 

2.  Combined  to  control  the  constituted  authorities* 

8.  Attualiy  excited  as  dire  hostility  against  the  southern  slates, 
in  Hie  brciists  of  those  undei  their  influence  in  the  easteru, 
as  exists  between  France  and  England :  and 

4.  Been  constantly  endeavoring,  by  a  series  of  the  most  inflam- 
nidlory  and  violent  publications,  to  [C/=  prepare  tlie  eastern 
people  for  a  dissolution  of  the  union. 

XVII.  In  fine,  all  the  steps  they  take,  and  fheir  whole  course 
©f  proceeding?,  are  in  direct  hostility  with  the  creed,  the  advice^ 
and  the  practice  of  Washins^ton. 

XVIII.  While  you  follow  such  leaders,  you  may  profess  to  be 
disciples  of  Washington,  but  an  impartial  world  will  reject  your 
claim. 

XIX.  Suppose  your  leaders  at  Washington  succeed  in  driving 
Mr.  iVIadison  and  the  other  public  functionaries  from  office,  and 
seize  the  reins  of  government  themselves,  what  a  melancholy,  dis^ 
graceful  triumph  would  it  not  be,  to  raise  your  party  on  tlie  ra- 
ins of  jour  form  of  government  ? 

XX.  Such  an  usurpation  could  not  fail  to  produce  civil  war. 

XXI.  If  your  party  set  the  exantple  of  such  atrocious  vio- 
lence, can  you  p<  rsuade  yourselves  that  the  '■'poisoned  chalice"*^ 
will  not,  at  no  very  distant  period,  be  "  returned  to  your  own 
lips  ?" 

XXII.  You  profess  to  desire  peace.  I  firmly  believe  you  do. 
J3ut  are  divisions,  and  distractions,  and  envenomed  factious,  and 
threatened  insurrections,  the  seeds  to  sow  lor  a  harvest  of 
peace  ? 

XXIir.  All  tlie  seditious  and  trra'-onable  measures  adopted  io 
Boston  and  elsewhere,  to  harass,  cripple,  and  embarrass  jouv 
government,  hi-ve,  previous  to  the  war,  had  an  inevitable  ten- 
dency Io  enable  Great  Britain  to  regulate,  control,  and  restrict 
your  commerce — and  to  set  at  defiance  all  the  attcmpis  to  pro- 
cure redress— and,  siuce  the  war,  iheir  teadeucy  has  beea  to  pro 
long  its  ravages^ 
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XXXV,  Are  you  prepared — caa^  yoa  reconcile  yourselves  to 
Incur  all  the  risk— «io  suffer  all  Uie  ruJQ  ihat  a  revolution  will  in- 
fallibly produce,  to  enable  Rufus  King,  Tiraolhy  Pickering, 
Christopher  Gore,  Cyrus  King,  and  Diniel  Webster,  to  sieze 
the  reia^i  of  government,  and  exile  "  to  Elba" — or  execute  with 
Cyrus  King's  celebrated  "  halter,''  your  venerable  irst  magis- 
trate ?  Suppose  they  succeed,  what  will  be  the  advamage  to  you 
individually  ? 

I  plead  not  fetlow-citizeos,  for  democracy — I  plead  not  for  fed- 
eralism. Their  differences  have  sunk  into  utter  insignificance. 
Were  the  contest  between  them  I  should  not  have  soiled  a  slugle 
sheet  of  paper.  I  plead  against  jacobinism — I  plead  against  fac- 
tion— I   plead    against  attempts  to   "  overawe   and    control    the 

constituted   authorities."        I    plead    the    cause    of    order of 

gover.imeat — of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  I  plead  for  the  best 
CO  istilution  the  world  ever  saw — I  plead  for  your  own  honor  as 
a  party,  which  is  in  the  utmost  jeopardy.  I  plead  for  your  bleed- 
ing country,  which  lies  prostrate  and  defenceless,  pierced  with  a 
thousand  wounds — I  plead  for  your  aged  parents,  for  your  ten- 
der children,  for  your  beloved  wives,  for  your  posterity,  whose 
fa'.e  depends  upon  your  conduct  at  this  momentous  crisis.  I 
p! -ad  for  your  estates  which  are  going  to  ruin.  All,  all,  Umdij 
implore  you  to  withdraw  your  support  from  those  who  are 
leagued  for  their  destruction,  and  who  make  you  instrunients  to 
accomplish  their  unholy  purposes.  You  are  on  the  verge  of  a 
gaping  vortex,  ready  to  swallow  up  yourselves  aad  your  devoted 
country.  To  advance  a  single  step  may  be  inevitable  perdition. 
To  the  right  about.  Tt  is  the  path  to  honor,  to  safety,  to  glory. 
Aid  in  extricating  your  country  from  danger.  And  then  if  you 
select  calm,  and  dispassionate,  and  moderate  candidates  for  public 
olfice,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  your  success.  I  am  firmly  per- 
suaded that  nothing  but  the  interaperaie  and  unholy  violence  of 
your  leaders  has  prevented  you  from  having  that  share  of  influ- 
ence in  the  councils,  of  the  nation  lo  which  your  wealth,  }our 
numbers,  your  talents,  and  your  viitues  give  you  so  fair  a 
claim. 

The  constitution  mi\y  be  imperfect.  Every  thing  human  par- 
takes  of  human  infirmity  and  human  error.  It  has  provided  a 
proper  roode  of  amendment.  As  saon  as  peace  is  restored,  and 
the  termeniation  of  the  public  passions  has  subsided,  let  the  real 
or  supposed  defects  be  brought  fairly  forward,  and  submitted  to 
the  legislatures,  or  to  a  convention,  as  may  be  judged  proper. — 
But  while  the  vessel  of  stale  is  oa  rocks  and  quicksands,  let  us 
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Dot  madly  spend  the  time  which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  fecure  her 
and  our  salFation,  in  the  absurd  and  ill-timed  attempt  to  amend—* 
in  otiier  words  to  destroy — the  charter  party  under  which  she 
sails. 

May  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  events  inflame  your  hearts — . 
Enlighten  your  understanding — and  direct  you  to  the  proper 
course  to  steer  at  this  momentous  crisis!  And  may  he  extend  to 
our  common  country  that  gracious  blessing  which  brought  her 
salely  through  one  revolution,  without  eotailing  on  Ub  the  frightful 
curses  iugeparabie  from  another  ! 


POSTSCRIPT. 

January  9,  1815. 
The  «pprehensions  on  the  subject  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
union,  which  are  repeatedly  expressed  in  this  book,  and  which 
have  led  to  its  publication,  being  treated  by  many  as  chimerical— 
and  the  result  of  the  Hartlord  convention,  just  published, 
appearing  to  countc  nance  the  idea  that  the  danger  is  over- 
rated, the  writer  in  justification  of  his  fears  simply  states, 
even  admitting  that  the  leading  men  to  the  eastward  do  cot  con- 
template a  dissolution  of  the  union,  it  does  not  by  any  means  fol- 
fow  that  we  are  safe  from  such  an  event,  while  the  public  pas- 
sions are  so  constantly  excited  and  kept  in  such  a  high  stale  of 
fermentation.  It  is  an  easy  process  to  raise  commotions  and  pro- 
Toke  seditions.  But  to  allay  them  is  always  arduous — often  im- 
possible. Ten  men  may  create  an  insurrection — which  one  hun- 
dred, of  equal  talents  and  influence  may  be  utterly  unable  to  sup- 
press. The  weapon  of  popular  discontent,  easily  wielded  at  the 
outset,  becomes,  after  it  has  arrived  at  maturity,  too  potent  for 
the  feeble  grasp  of  the  agents  by  whom  it  has  been  called  into  ex* 
istence.  It  hurls  them  and  those  against  whom  it  was  first  em- 
ployed, into  the  same  proiound  abyss  of  misery  and  destruction. 
Whoever  requires  illustration  oi"  this  theory,  has  only  to  open 
any  page  of  the  history  of  France  from  the  era  of  the  national  , 
convention  till  the  commencement  of  tiie  reign  of  Bonaparte. — 
If  he  be  not  convinced  by  the  peruf-al,  "  he  would  not  be  ccB' 
viaced,  though  one  were  to  rise  from  the  dead^" 
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APPENDIX. 

The  favorable  reception  this  work  has  experi- 
enced, induces  me  to  maUe  a  few  additions  to  it, 
which  I  respectfully  submit  to  my  fellow-citi- 
zens. 

They  embrace  topics  mostly  untouched,  or  at 
least  slightly  handled  in  the  original  work.  Home 
of  them  are  of  vital  importance  to  the  dearest  in- 
terests of  the  nation. 

In  this  portion  of  the  publication,  as  well  as  in 
what  precedes  it,  I  have  endeavored  to  divest  my- 
self of  any  undue  bias.  I  have  pursued  truth 
undeviatingly,  and  regardless  of  consequences. 
How  far  I  have  succeeded  the  reader  must 
judge. 

I  request  a  candid  and  fair  examination  of  the 
various  subjects — and  that  my  errors,  whatever 
they  be,  may  be  ascribed  to  any  other  cause  than 
an  intention  to  mislead,  of  which  I  feel  myself 
utterly  incapable. 

M.  a 

March  31, 1815. 


APPENDIX.  35y 


CHAPTER  LX. 

Orders  in  council.  Restrictive  syslem.  Impolici/  of  the  British 
ministiy.  Abstract  from  tJie  examinations  before  the  house  of 
commons.  Ruinous  effects  of  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  on 
the  vital  interests  of  that  naiioii. 

That  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States  by  the 
orders  in  council,  required  to  be  resisted  by  our  government, 
will  not  be  denied,  b}'^  the  most  strenuous  opjioser  of  the  admin- 
istration. And  that  every  peaceable  means  of  obtaining  re- 
dress, ought  to  be  fully  tried  before  a  recourse  to  war,  will  be 
admitted. 

Appeals  to  the  honour  and  justice  of  the  British  government 
had  been  repeatedly  made.  Our  ministers  had  presented  vari- 
ous remonstrances  on  the  subject.  They  had  been  in  vain. — 
No  redress  had  been  vouchsafed.  Our  injuries  had  increased 
in  violence.  Other  means  were  necessary.  Perhaps  no  nation 
but  our  own,  whose  policy  is  eminently  pacific,  would  have  he- 
sitated on  the  subject.  War,  horrible,  destructive  war,  would 
early  been  the  resort.  But  with  a  most  laudable  regard 
for  hum-m  happiness — with  a  view  to  prevent  the  carnage, 
the  demoralization  of  war,  our  government  had  recourse  to  va- 
rious pacific  measures  to  enforce  redress. 

Great  Britain  is  a  manufacturing  and  commercial  nation.-^ 
Upon  her  manwfactures  depends  in  a  great  degree  her  com- 
merce. Both  are  indispensable,  not  merely  towards  her  pros- 
perity, but  her  security,  her  \evy  existence.  We  asked  simple 
justice.  It  was  believed,  and  on  the  strongest  ground  of  rea- 
son and  policy,  that  it  could  be  rendered  her  interest  to  cease 
her  gross  violations  of  our  rights.  The  effort  was  most  merito- 
rious.    It  is  worthy  of  future  imitation. 

The  American  market  was  far  the  best  in  the  world  for 
Great  Britain.  Our  imports  from  that  country  had  risen  to 
the  enormous  sum  of  above  $  50,000,000  in  a  year.*     It  had 

*  By  a  report  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  esq.  secretary  of  the  treasnry.  dated 
December  23,  1793,  it  appears  that  even  at  that  very  early  period,  in  the  infancy 
of  our  government,  we  imported  from  the  British  dominions  during  the  preceding 
year  ^  15,285,428 

Whereas  our  esports  were  only  9,363.4 16 

Leaving  in  favor  of  Great  Britain  a  balance  of  $  5,fl22,012 
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been  steadily  improving.  The  punctuality  of  our  imp.orlecs 
had  excelled  that  of  any  of  the  other  customers  of  England. — 
A  considerable  part  of  the  trade  had  for  some  time  been  trans- 
acted for  ready  money. 

As  a  large  portion  of  the  continent  of  Europe  h;\d  been  as  it 
were  hermetically  sealed  to  the  British  trade,  it  was  rationally 
presumed,  that  if  the  alteniative  were  held  out  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, either  to  cease  her  violation  of  our  rights,  or  to  forfeit  our 
trade,  she  would  certainly  select  the  former.  Fatuity  of  the 
blindest  character  alone  could  have  hesitated  in  the  choice. 

I  have  strong  doubts  whether  any  administration  of  anj'  age, 
ever  displayed  a  higher  degree  of  outrageous  folly  and  injury  to 
the  interests  of  its  own  countr}^  Every  motive  ^f  [ludence  and 
policy  dictated  lo  England,  as  an  iniijerious  and  paramount  du- 
ty, to  treat  the  United  States  with  kindness,  liberality  and  at- 
tention. Everj^  fair  means  OKght  to  have  been  eraploj'^ed  to 
conciliate  our  citizens,  and  to  induce  them  to  bury  the  animos^ 
ities  of  the  revolution  in  utter  oblivion.  Such  a  liberal  course 
of  proceeding  would  have  been  productive  of  immense  advan- 
tages to  her  dearest  inlerests. 

The  {fade  of  this  country  was  the  main  buttress  that  proppe^d 
up  the  tottering  fabric  of  British  paper  credit,  and  fur-iich- 
ed  means  to  replenish  the  veins  of  the  body  commercial  and 
financial,  which  had  been  so  ruinously  phlebotomized  by  the 
lancet  of  subsidies  to  foreign  powers,  and  suffered  so  much  by 
the  starvation  of  the  continental  system. 

It  requires  bat  a  cursory  examination  of  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  conduct  of  England  towards  this  country,  to  be  satisfied 
that  it  has  been  steadily  and  uniformly  the  reverse  of  what  a 
wise  statesman  would  have  adopter!.  The  predatory  and  law- 
iess  orders  in  council,  so  clandestinely  issued  against  American 
commerce,  "yrri/^^i^  upon  the  unprotected  prcpertt/  of  a  friendly 
power,''''* — the  wanton,  cruel,  barbarous,  and  unprecedented  sei- 
zures of  our  citizens  on  the  high  seas — the  countenanced,  tbe 
flag'idous  forgery  of  our  ships'  papers,  advertised  in  their  Ga- 
zettes, and  defended  in  parliament — the  blockade  of  our  ports, 
and  capture  of  vessels  bound  in  and  out — the  shameful  viola- 

Our  erports  to  the  Fiench  dominions  for  the  same  year 

were  $  ^698,735 

And  the  imports  only        -  2,088,348 

Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  ^f  the  United  States  of  2,610,:m 

*  See  Boston  memorial,  signed  by  James  Lloyd,  jun.  David  Green,  ArroM 
Welles,  David  Sears,  John  Ccffin  Jones,  George  C'ahot>  ar.d  Thomas  H  Ferkin?, 
idr  3ud  in  behalf  of  the  whole  body  of  the  mercantile  citizens  of  that  to?f  n. 
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tioK«  of  cur  rights  of  sovereignty  withia  the  llraifs  declared  sa- 
cred by  the  law  of  iintioiis — the  murder  of  Pearce  in  one  of 
our  harbors — and  the  total  riegiect  of  all  our  applications  for 
redress  of  these  grievances,*  were  as  utterly  impolitic  as  they 
^vere  uryust  and  fiagitious.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  cf  a 
course  of  conduct  more  completely  marked  by  an  utter  desiitu- 
tion  cf  reason,  common  sense,  justice,  regard  to  the  law  of  iki- 
lions,  or  a  sound  and  enlarged  view  of  the  true  and  vital  inte- 
rests of  the  British  nation;  It  requires  no  sagacity  to  foresee 
the  sentence  history  will  pronounce  on  this  miserable,  this  har- 
rassing system.  Unqualified  reprobation  awaits  it,  as  well  as 
its  authors  and  abettors.  It  was  calculated  to  sour  and  alienate 
the  friends  of  England,  and  to  increase  the  hostility  of  h©r  eo'^- 
niies — to  treble  the  influence  of  the  latter,  and  proportioaably 
to  diminish  that  of  the  former. 

The  conduct  of  France  had  been  in  many  points  so  utterly 
indefensible,  so  great  a  violation  of  our  rights,  and  of  the  plaio- 
est  dictates  of  justice,  that  had  Great  Britain  conducted  to- 
ivards  us  with  even  a  moderate  share  of  decency  or  propriet}^, 
she  might  have  readily  arrayed  this  nation  in  hostility  against 
her  grnnd  enemy  seven  years  ago.  The  sole  reason  that  pre- 
vented  an  earlier  deciaration  of  war  against  one  or  (Jie  other 
of  the  belligerents  was,  that  it  would  have  been  madness  to  at- 
tack the  two,  and  each  had  so  atrocicuslj^  outraged  and  injured 
as,  that,  in  the  strong,  clear,  and  just  language  of  Governor 
Griswold,  "  such  had  been  the  character  of  both,  that  no  dr- 
cumstance  could  justify  a  preference  to  cither^''  This  import- 
ant and  irresistible  declaration  was,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
m:  de  to  the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  on  the  12th  of  May, 
1812. 

The  annals  of  commerce  do  not,  I  believe,  furnish  an  in- 
stance of  one  nation  enjoying  so  lucrative  a  trade  with  another 
as  England  maintained  with  this  country,  as  well  for  extent  as 
for  iraraeusity  of  advantage.  We  furnished  her  with  tlie  most 
valuable  raw  materials  for  her  manufactures,  and  received  in 
return  for  these  materials  the  manufactured  articles,  wrought 
up  often  at  lO,  20,  30,  or  40  fold  advance  of  value.  It  is  hard- 
ly possible  to  conceive  a  more  gainful  commerce.  A  Sully,  or 
a  Colbert,  or  a  Ximenes,  or  a  Chatham,  w  ould  have  cherished 
such  a  trade  as  "  the  apple  of  his  em'' — and  shunned  with  hor- 
ror every  thing  in  the  least  calculated  to  impair  or  destroy 
it. 


*  Redress  of  grievances  was  not  only  never  afTor  led — but  in  almost  evrry'in- 
sfance,  tlie  officers  who  perpetrated  the  greatest  outrages,  were -abiolutely  pro- 
moted, as  if  to  reward  thcia,  and  to  eocourage  ethers. 
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For  every  valuable  purpose,  we  Tvere  literally  colonies  of 
Great  Britain.  That  is  to  say,  she  derived  from  us  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  nations  have  ever  derived  from  colonies,  without 
the  expense  of  fleets  or  armies  for  our  protection.  And  so 
strong  has  been  and  is  the  partiality  of  large  proportions  of  our 
citizens  for  English  habits,  and  English  manners,  and  English 
fashions;  and  such  is  the  devotion  of  a  large  number  of  our 
presses,  and  our  literary  men,  and  our  pulj)its,  to  the  defence 
and  justification  of  England,  that  it  required  but  little  care  to 
have  maintained  her  influence  here  wholly  unimpaired.  If, 
notwithstanding  such  an  irritating,  and  insulting,  and  predatory 
system  as  she  pursued,  she  still  retained  so  many  warm,  zeal- 
ous, and  intiutntial  partisans  here,  what  might  she  i?vjt  have 
done,  had  she  pwrsued  a  syslem  of  kindness  and  conciliation  t 

lier  nijnis'ers  abandoned  the  noble,  la\>tui,  imjnense  and  rich 
trade  with  this  country,  for  a  miserahle  trade  of  smugsciing,  not 
one-tent!)  in  amount  or  value,  and  resting  upon  the  pestiferous 
and  hateful  bitsi^  of  forgery  anJ  perjury  !  Alas!  that  the  aQairs 
of  migiily  ivitions  shouKt  fall  inlo  such  hands  ! 

]  canijot  resist  the  temptation  of  enriching  this  page — of 
embalming  it  witii  the  glowing  and  sublime  eloquence  of  Menvj 
Brougham,  esq.  M.  P.  on  this  inexhaustible  topic. 

"  Good  God  !  llie  incurable  perverseness  of  humnn  folly  !  always  striving  after 
thins;?  that  are  beyond  tiieir  read),  of  doubtful  worth,  and  discreditable  pursuit, 
and  ueglectl»ig  objeets  of  immeiise  value,  because,  in  addition  to  their  oah  iiu- 
portauce,  they  have  one  recommendation  which  would  make  meaner  things  desi- 
rable—that they  can  be  easily  obtained  and  honestly  as  well  as  justly  enjoyed  I 
It  is  this  miserable,  shifting,  doubtful,  hateful  traffic,  that  we  prefer,  to  the  sure, 
regular  incrensing.  h'jnest  gains  of  ^inen'o/n  commerce,  to  a  trade  which  is  pa- 
ced beyond  the  enemy's  re.ich,  which  besides  encircling  ourselves  in  peace  and 
honor,  only  benefits  tiiose  w!io  ar^  our  natural  friends,  over  whom  he  has  no  con- 
trol." *  *  *  *'  which  :  upports  at  once  all  that  remains  of  liberty  beyond  the 
seas  and  gives  life  and  vigor  to  its  main  pillar  within  the  realm,, the  mamifac- 
tures  and  commerce  of  England  "* 

'•  I  have  been  drawn  aside  t>om  thv'  course  of  my  statement  respecting  the  im- 
portance of  tiie  ''loaimprce  wiiic')  we  are  ^ac^incin;T  to  those  mere  whimsies.  I  cao 
call  them  nothing  else,  respecting  our  abstract  rights.  That  commerce  is  the 
whole  American  market,  a  branch  of  trade  in  cc/mparison  of  which,  nhdher  ynUr 
iregard  its  extent,  its  certainty,  or  its  progressive  increase,  every  other  iitiks  into  in- 
signifcance.  It  is  a  market  which  in  ordinary  times  may  take  off  about  thirteen 
•^niUiomf  woj-ik  ef  cur  manufactures  ;  and  in  steadiness  and  regularity  it  is  unri- 
valled"^ 

"  The  returns  indeed  are  as  sure,  and  the  bad  debts  as  few,  as  they  used  to  be 
even  in  the  trade  to  Holland.  These  returns  are  also  grown  much  more  speedy. 
Of  this  voa  have  ample  proof  before  you,  from  the  witnesses  wlio  have  heen  ex- 
amined, who  have  all  said  that  the  payment  was  now  as  quick  as  in  any  other  line 
—and  that  the  Americans  often  preferred  makiag  ready  money  bargains  for  sake 
of  the  discount. "J 

»  Speech  in  parliament,  June  16, 1812,  Philadelphta  edition,  page  29. 

i  Nearly  sixty  millions  of  dollars.        t  Ideix*,  page  3U        \  Idem,  page  35 
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To  re  tun*  to  the  course  pursued  here.  Tlie  intercourse  of 
France  and  England  with  this  country  was  prohibited  by  an 
act  passed  on  the  1st  of  March,  1809,  commonly  called  the  non- 
intercourse  law,  for  the  vital  clauses  of  which  1  refer  the  read- 
er I J  page  1 1)8.  A  repeal,  or  modification  of  the  Berlin  and 
Ivli  an  decrees,  and  the  orders  in  council,  so  as  to  cease  violat- 
\m  Uie  rights  of  the  United  States,  was  to  authorise  the  presi- 
dent to  restore  the  intercourse. 

This  mild  and  excellent  mode  of  procuring  redress,  which 
entities  its  authors  to  the  most  unqualified  approbation  of  their 
fellow -citizens  and  of  posterity — and  to  which  history  will  do 
the  justice  denied  by  ungrateful  cotemporaries,  was  treateil 
with  ridicule  and  contemf^t  in  this  country,  as  futile,  and  imbe- 
cile, and  utterly  ineifectual  in  its  operation  upon  England  arid 
France. 

With  a  blindness,  and  folly,  and  madness,  of  which  there  are ' 
not  many  parallels,  the  British  ministry  persevered  in  their  un- 
just system  towards  this  country,  notwithstanding  its  destruct- 
ive eifects  on  the  vital  interests  of  their  own.  Their  most  val- 
uable and  im  >ortant  manufactures  were  paralized — their  mnnu- 
factnrers  reduced  to  beggaiy  and  rnin— a  regular  trade  cut  off, 
amounting  to  50;000,000  of  dollars  annually — and  the  sources 
dried  up,  from  whence  they  principally  derived  the  mesins  of 
subsidizing  foreign  powers  to  tight  their  battles. 

In  vain  did  the  wisest  and  best  of  the  people  of  England 
en^er  their  most  solemn  protest  against  the  orders  in  council — 
that  misera'frle- system,  on  which  egregious  folly  and  rampant 
injustice  were  stamped  in  the  most  legi'^le  characters.  In  vairi 
did  the  starving  workmen — the  impoverished  manufacturers  im- 
plore the  administrati'm  for  relief.  They  were  deaf  as  the  ad- 
der, whose  ears  are  closed  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charm 
he  never  so  wisely. 

At  length,  in  the  spring  of  1812,  the  public  sufferings  had  so 
f^r  increased— and  the  clamour  fur  redress  wi^s  so  universal, 
that  the  British  ministry  were  impetuously  driven  to  submit  to 
institute  an  inquiry  in  parliament  into  the  operation  and  effects 
of  the  orders  in  council.  This  measure  was  adojjted  with  an 
ill  grace,  and  not  until  the  most  serious  and  alarming  riots  and 
insurrections  had  occurre<l  in  several  pnrts  of  England. 

The  examination  was  beg  m  on  the  29th  of  April,  1812,  and 
continued  till  the  i:|fh  of  tlie  ft>llowing  June.  Witnesses  were 
e'^amined  from  most  parts  o'  E  jgland.  The  evidence  uniform- 
ly and  undeviatingly  concurred  to  prove  ho^v  tr^nscendf^nt'y 
imi)ortant  was  the  American  trule  to  the  manvif  icturers  <  f  Great 
Britain— how  awfully  caldmitous  he  cessation  of  that  trade  had 

Gg2. 
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been — and  the  miserable  policy  of  an  adherence  to  the  orderg 
in  council.  All  this  was  upparait  and  undeniable  from  the  very 
first  day  of  the  examination^  could  there  have  been  any  previous 
doubt  on  the  subject. 

1  he  ramutes  of  the  examination,  as  published  by  order  of 
parliament,  form  a  ponderous  folio  volume  of  nearly  700  pages, 
and  exhibit  a  frightful  picture  of  the  residts  of  the  sinister  and 
absurd  policy  which  dictated  the  orders  in  council. 

To  the  United  States  this  is  a  subject  of  immense  impor- 
tance. Our  form  of  government — our  dearest  interests — the 
habits,  and  inclinations,  and  manners  of  our  people,  lead  us  to 
pursue  a  pacific  policy.  And  if  there  be  an  effectual  instrument 
whereby,  without  war,  we  can  extort  justice  from  nations  which 
violate  our  rights,  or  offer  us  outrage,  it  affords  additional  and  in- 
Valuable  security  for  the  permanence  of  the  blessed  state  (-f 
peace.  While  we  can  make  it  pre-eminently  the  interest  of 
those  nations  with  which  we  have  intercourse,  to  reciprocate 
kindness  and  justice,  we  may  reasonably  calculate  upon  their 
pursuing  that  desirable  course. 

To  evi»ce,  therefore,  the  efScacy  of  the  so-much-abused  re- 
strictive system,  I  submit  to  the  reader  a  few  extrjiets  from  ihe 
evidence  gi\ en  l»efore  the  house  of  commons,  of  its  effects  on 
the  dearest  interests  of  Great  Britain. 

April  30.  1812. 
Mr.  THOM  \S  POTTS.  mPTchant,  of  Birmxngham^'PToxn  20,000  to  25,000 
•BQpn  HI  Birinii>gh;uii.  wlio  q;^  knvt  now  only  ualf  muk  General  state  uftht  tnnn 
eitr^mely  drprei^ed,  and  t/t  distress  univerxal  M  nufuclurtrs  h>ive  been  kttpiiig 
thei>-  m^n  employed  in  creating  stock  nearly  to  the  extmi  qf  their  capi'i-l.  and  many 
of  them  are  in  c^nsetfuenee  in  extreme  difficulties  If  no  favourable  chrtiige  takes 
place,  tl)p  manufacturers  will  be  obliged  within  two  monthe  to  disnriiss  two-thirds 
of  their  hands,  and  some  of  them  the  whole.  Large  quantities  of  Birinir^hi  m 
^oods  have  bfen  laying  in  Liverpt>ol,  waifing  for  shipment  from  12  to  \t>  months 
past.  1^^  T%c  Ameritnn  market,  a  steady  and  increasing  one^  and  the  pnymenls^ 
which  have  been  regularly  improving-  notv  very  good.  Since  the  probibi^on  in  A- 
infcrjca  good.*  have  been  sent  toCanad  i :  but  tlicy  have  been  sold  there  for  less 
tiian  th'ir  co't  in  the  manufacturing  towns.  H.»s  tried  the  South  American  mar- 
let  with  very  indifferent  success  ;  nnd  has  cocc-uded  never  to  nivite  another 
shipment  to  that  country,  as  he  believes  those  shipments  have  not  yielded  25  pet 
cent  Manufactui  es  in  Imerica  have  made  an  alarming  progress  within  two 
years  ;  but  thinls  that  if  the  intercourgp  was  speedily  thrown  open  they  wr.uld 
be  efFectnally  checlced  Would  ship  hi ^  goods  to  America  the  moment  the  ordets 
in  council  mre  re' midett?,  having  ye^jtive  and^prcific  instructioiis  from  his  cor- 
respondenis  to  thar  eflfect.  Knoivs  Louse?  in  Birming!";am,  which  have  eoods  rea- 
•dy  to  ship  to  America,  that  cost  them  70.000Z  50,000/.  45,000/  25,000l  20.000Z. 
and  workm^^n  have  emigrrit.  d  from  Birmingham  to  America  Ha^no  doubt  that 
if  the  American  trade  was  opened,  the  distress  in  Birmingham  would  instantly 
<ease. 

Mr  tVILIilAM  BLAKEWAY,  Lamp  Manufacturer,  of  jBtrmmjo-Aflm.— Goods 

.principally  sent  to    .\merica.     Trade  «';    much  diminished   that  l.e   would    have 
stopped  his  business  ailogether,  had  it  noibeen  for  regard  for  hii  workmen,  by 
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^bom  he  had  been  gaining  money  for  twenty  year?.  Stock  so  much  acciralatcd 
that  nearly  tbe  whole  of  his  capital  is  absorbed  by  it.  Unless  the  American 
Tnarket  is  opened,  cannot  keep  on  his  hands  at  all  Has  hitherto  borne  the  sutfer- 
ingsof  his  workmen  himself,  but  will  be  compelled  to  discliarge  them,  however 
reluctant  to  do  so.  Has  soxight,  bid  not  found  relief  in  anv  Mhtr  market.  R-ec- 
T)llect3  the  scarcity  in  1800  and  1801  :  but  the  distress  was  not  at  all  equal  to  the 
•present,  because  there  was  plenty  of  work, 

Mr.  JAMES  RVLA.ND,  of  Birmingham,  mannfacturer  of  plated  coach  har- 
ness and  saddle  furniture. — Principal  part  of  his  mamifacture  exported  to  tht 
United  States.  Previous  to  1303  the  export  was  very -consider  abh-  and  increasing, 
the  re  turns  prompt,  and  payment  sure  Workmen  who  formerly  earned  30  to 
40s.  per  week,  now  get  about  20.^  and  those  who  used  to  get 20s  now  earn  about 
11  or  12.«.  Shelves  loaded  with  stock,  and  the  griattr  part  of  his  capHnl  ab-^orbed 
in  it.  Two-thirds  of  the  workmen  employed  in  tiiis  business  must  be  discharg- 
ed, if  no  favorable  change  takes  place,  g^  Since  the  falling  offofthe  American 
market,  has  opened  a  house  in  London,  but  ha.i  found  so  many  persons  flocking  to 
the  same  market  that  he  has  been  able  to  carry  it  on  with  very  little  success  Pre- 
vious to  the  orders  in  council,  thf:  trade  rvas  in  :f  veryflourisfv'ng  state  :  they  were 
full  of  orders,  and  their  men  fu'-  of  wor^c.  Has  receiv.  d  no  relief  from  the 
South  American  market ;  and  rry  X'nows  no  market  equal  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  sale  of  this  maauidcture. 

May  4,  1812. 

^  Mr.  JEREMIAH  RIDOUT,  merchant  of  Birmingham.— Has  goods  to  the 
-value  of  20,»)00/.  prepared  for  the  American  market,  which  he  would  instantly 
ship  if  the  orders  m  council  were  removed,  being  so  advised  by  his  partner  in 
America.  The  workmen  very  much  distre.'ssed  :  "  I  have  seen  people  shed  tears  ; 
I  have  confined  myself  behind  the  door  for  fear  of  seeing  those  people,  lest  they 
should  importune  me  to  give  them  orders  ;  they  have  told  me  they  did  not  know 
w.hat  to  do.  One  man  said,  "  What  can  I  do  ?  if  I  go  to  the  magistrate  he  will 
♦ell  me  to  go  for  a  soldier  ;  I  am  a  married  man,  and  God  knows  what  I  mu$t  d© 
sinless  I  steal,  and  then  I  shall  go  to  Botany  Bay."  I  do  not  like  to  bear  su-'h 
wo  ds  ;   r  cannot  bear  it, 

Mr.  GEORGE  ROOM,  Japanner,  of  Birmingham,  has  manufactured  princi- 
pally for  America,  which  is  the  best  market  he  ever  knew,  after  trying  every  one  — 
Workmen  in  general  have  not  more  than  half  work.  Has  tried  Ihe  home  trade  ; 
but  the  competition  is  so  great  and  prices  so  much  reduced  that  it  was  not  worth 
going  after.  Has  found  very  little  relief  fiom  thr  trade  to  Sicily  and  Portugal, 
which  is  the  only  foreign  European  trade  they  iiave  hadjand  which  does  not  bear  :^ny 
thing  like  a  comparison  to  the  Amencan  trade.  FriJm  600  to  1000  hands  employ- 
ed in  this  busiiie.=s  in  Birmingham  alone  :  and  there  are  great  manufactories  in 
Biirton  and  'Wolverhampton. 

Mr.  ROBERT  FIDDIAN,  manufacturer  of  brass  candlesticks,  fee.  at  Bir- 
Biingham,  chiefly  for  home  consumption.  Trade  much  diminished  within  the  last 
12  months,  and  earnings  of  workmen  reduced  one  fourth.  Had  a  conversatij  n 
witu  some  of  his  men  on  the  subject  of  di.smis?ion  ;  they  entreated  him  not  to 
dismiss  them,  s  lying,  ''  you  know  we  cannot  get  employment  elsewhere,"  and 
iegged  that  he  would  apportion  ihe  work  among  them,  and  let  each  bear  a  share 
of  tiie  burden.  Stock  very  much  increasing,  and  will  be  obliged  to  dismiss  a 
number  of  his  men.  unless  an  alteration  takes  place  speedily.  Has  no  doubt  that 
Ms  trade  rjould  bs  put  into  its  former  profitable  situation  if  the  American  trndt 
was  rgain  evened 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WEBSTER,  w-r?  manufacttir^r,  of  Birmingham  Half  his 
nvinufjclure  for  the  American  market,  and  ha  f  for  the  home  tr^de.  The  de- 
■nivind  very  much  diminished,  so  that  although  his  manufacture  is  reduced,  his 
stock  is  much  increased.  His  orders  from  AmericT.  which  mould  exhaust  all  kii 
great  stock  on  hand,  if  the  orders  in  council  yvere  repp.Aed  If  no  favourable  cbu  ige 
takes  place,  he  shaii  feel  himself  compelled  to  digctiarge  a  great  Humber  of  hi« 
«iefi. 


36a  THE  OLIVE  BRANCH. 

May  5,  1812. 

MV.  Joshua  SCHOLFIELD,  American  merchant,  Birmingham.  Tnde 
first  began  to  fall  off  in  IdOJ.  In  1S09,  rather  better,  but  still  very  limited.  In 
1810,  very  large  shipments  for  one  season.  The  goods  for  181 1  now  lying  in  Liv- 
erpool. Has  orders  from  America  to  ship  a$  soon  as  the  orders  in  coxincil  are  re- 
moved,  as  soon  as  the  trade  f?  opened.  Has  had  frequent  advices  from  his  agent 
resident  in  America,  that  maniifactures  are  very  fast  increasing  there,  and  haa 
reason  to  know  it  from  particular  circumstances  One  particular  article  now  in 
great  demand  is  card  wire,  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  wool  card?,  which 
ii  wanted  for  their  machinery.  Has  had  the  article  of  nails  counterninnded  oa 
the  ground  that  they  can  be  manofaclured  cheaper  in  America  than  they  can  be 
imported.  Has  fiad  many  paivfnl  opportunities  of  nitnesiing  the  distress  nhich 
prevails  among  the  hrver  orders  of  the  people  in  Birmingham  ;  Q^j»  Z>fe/i«t"€J  it  to 
be  extreme.  Has  a  warehouse  in  Wolverhampton  :  the  loner  orders  in  quite  as 
great  distress  Ihtre  ;  their  goods  may  be  bought  at  any  price;  there  are  m?ny 
small  manufactorers  there,  who  are  selling  some  of  their  stock  at,  he  believes,  a  • 
lower  rate  than  it  cost  them.  Attrihutes  the  distresses  of  the  trade  and  manufac- 
tures principally  to  the  orders  in  counci7,|  believing  them  to  he  the  come  of  the  non.- 
intercourse  rvith  America.  Has  the  most  painful  forebodings  thai  Ike  rontinuance 
of  the  restricti:yni  upon  the  American  trade  rvill  give  great  encouragement  to  the  in- 
tfease  'f  manufactures  in  America. 

Mr.  JOHN  BAILEY,  merchant,  of  Sheffield.— Th»  manufactures  of  Sheffield, 
for  the  supply  of  the  mtirket  of  the  Uhiud  States,  employ  6,000  persons,  besides 
others  dependent  on  that  trade  [Hp  The  export  to  America  is  about  one-third 
of  the  whole  manufacturfs  of  Sii  tntld  About  one-tenth  of  ti)e  u'^ual  spring 
shipn  ent  was  made  in  1811  and  none  since  Stock  of  goods  has  b'f^n  iscrer.'  •  g 
in  S  iwffield  to  a  considerable  extent  ;  but  then  are  orders  for  shipnicntsio  Am(  - 
icn.  immedialdy  on  the  n'cinding  <fihe  orders  in  council.  Infcimation  fv^n.  a 
large  manuf5icti)rer  thai  nrjs  he  non  pays  one-sixth  part  of  the  n-ages  nhich  he  did 
when  the  American  tradt  .i a.',  open  :  and  that  one  half  of  what  he  has  maniilac- 
tureJ  for  the  last  fiftc»  n  month?,  ii  now  dead  s'cck.  Another  of  the  principal 
manufacturers  informed  him.  that  he  non'  employs  only  half  cf  his  m^iml  number 
qfmen,  rvh>m  he  employs  rmly  four  doys  in  a  meek  ;  that  he  retains  them  frcni  a 
principle  o  humanity,  as  t^  ey  have  grown  old  in  his  service,  an-,  that  he  still 
holds  in  stock  all  hi;"  goods  made  in  the  last  eighteen  n^onths  Believes  this  to  be 
a  fair  specimen  of  the  general  siate  of  manufactures  in  Sheffield.  His  order?  for 
shipment,  on  the  removal  of  the  orders  in  council,  amoui't  to  the  whole  twelve 
TOontlis'  shipment?.  The  ammnt  f  Sheffield  goods  ready  for  shipment  to  Ameri- 
ca  400  000?  rtwrf  orrfer*  on  haytd  to  the  same  amount  Poor  rate.'  of  Sheffield, 
year  ending  H07,  I  l,OOOZ  ;  now  18,000/  Wo  kme»i's  wages  »  oi  reduced.but  they 
are  now  Only  employed  a''Out  th. ee  da":s  in  the  week.  Every  man  fully  em- 
ployed het'ore  the  loss  of  the  American  trnde.  P[ji^  Loner  clas'ea  ntver  so  much  . 
distressed  :"  f  present  Some  vir-ic'es  which  wer*.  loimerly  exported  from  Siief- 
field,  are  i  av  manufactured  in  Ainerio  • 

May  13,  1812. 

Mr.   WILLIAM  MIDGELY,  woollen  maruracturer,   of  Rochdale    Lanca- - 
ghire  —The  parish  eontains  about  36,000  in!i^b]tants.   of  which  about  one   hair- 
are  employe  d  in  this  manufacture      He  iorni'jrly  employed  -about  fiOO  bands,  now 
about  JOO'     Beg^n  to  turn  off  his  hands  when  his  stock  bf  came  very  large,  about 
six  months  ago      Stock  is  still  increasing,  avd  larger  than  it  wss  before  :  and  the 
home  trade  ha^  fallen  off  very  much  indeed      H^s  in   a  rr»?idL-rable   degref  ex- 
hausted  his  Ccipita!  in  trade.  '•  nnd  if  th-re  be   not  »n  opening,  it  i:  irrrpcssible  to 
"  keep  on  my  iv^rk  people  ;  and  I  am  diitres^ed  about  the  poor  pe-'fde^for  they  hove 
*'  not.  many  of  them    half  victuals  now  "     If  the  market  continue?  as  it  is  now, 
nio?t   turn  off  200  ©f  his  hands,   and  if  thev  are  turned  off.  d-e.«  not  see  where 
they  t:iu  get  work  niiv  where  else.     Has  lived  in  Roc^d^le  most  of  his  life  t^me, 
and  b^en  in  bushiesc^  thirty  years,  but  never  knew  thedistrm  so  great  as  at  present 
**'  The.  diitress  is  tn  h^  .ren  in  the  peopWs  countemnrex  p.rcry  rveek  geHing  thinner 
*♦  and  lo9kin?  mrse  y  those  that  had  a  liltk  moneT^  have  had  to  take  to  it,ar.d  they  ari 
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»"*  almCstrUn  out  efit;  they  have  sftnt  rvfuti  little  they  had,  ts  buy  hreMdV  About 
two-fifths  of  this  manufacture  for  the  United  States  of  Acuerica,  and  none  for 
foreign  Europe.  Has  very  large  orders  fcr  America,  which  should  have  gone  off 
more  than  12  months  ago.  Has  found  that  market,  a  steady,  sure  and  increasing 
one.  Workmen's  wages  reduced.  Price  of  oatmeal  twelve  months  ago  Id.  per 
pound,  now  itd.  If  the  tradt  to  America  was  opened,  there  would  be  fair  em- 
ployaieut  for  tlie  manufacturers  of  Rochdale 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHORT,  nianufactirrer  of  liosiery,  at  Hinckley,  in  Leicester- 
r4iiro. — 1  he  total  number  of  perhous  employed  \n  the  manufacture  at  Hinckley, 
aiid  the  adjoining  villages,  nearly  3,000  About  one-third  to  one-lourth  oi  the 
afianuJacture  i;  for  the  Amejfican  market,  and  the  value  a^x)ut  30,000/.  per  annum. 
In  good  times  empio^ts  upwards  of  200  iiauds,  now  employ s  about  two  thirds  of 
the  number  In  concequence  qf  the  loss  of  the  Americon  market,  the  manu/acturers 
generally  itote  they  mu^  turn  q^  one-half  qf  their  hands,  i/ the  demund  is  not 
greater  tita7\  at  present.  Twelve  io  fourteen  hundred  persons  un«^fflplo}ed.  I'jie 
hoiue  trade  is  raach  injured  by  the  competition  of  pergoiis  formerly  in  the  foreiga 
trade  :  and  it,  now  affords  no  prcSt. 

May  14,  li{12. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  THOMPSON,  woollen  manufacturer,  of  Rawden,  near 
Leeds.  Has  been  iiLbu'Iae^s  30  years.  In  1810  employed  t'iO  liands,  and  rnan- 
factured  H,000  pieces  of  good,  for  the  American  niarket.  rr;^^  in  the  last  year 
made  J.OGO  pieces  and  has  dismissed  200  hands.  His  stoch  oi  goodf  wortt-  up- 
wards of  00,000/  bfingmuch  greater  than  at  any  for'ner  period  v^^  Tae  re- 
maining hands  Ijave  not  .'uore  than  one-third  work,  nrj^  in  good  i...  et  his  men 
earned  from  16s.  to  30s.  a  week,  and  now  o(ii>  ii.e  tiiird.  Ttever  knew 
the  poor  in  ^o  distressed  a  slate  before  ;  not  even  when  corn  was  drarer  in  itOO  ; 
tl;f  y  had  p  nty  of  work  at  that  tiun  .  '*  The  dvdreis  qf  IheKjrktv&iiis  very<iviflni 
by  iheir  omrutnance,  and  bii  the  roggednei,s  of  their  dress.  They  are  tmder-ny  m 
a  ivor.se  situation  thin  1  ever  knew  ihtm  before."'*  if  a  favourable  change  does 
not  take  place,  must  dismiss  the  whole  of  his  hands,  as  the  heavy  stock  of  gnods 
render  it  out  of  his  power  to  continue  them  Mc\de  a  small  shipment  to  Suutk 
America,  about  tw^-lvr  mouths  ago,  but  has  not  yet  received  any  returns  ; 
and  will  not  ship  firlhrr  at  present  Made  a  stsipment  to  Canada,  value 
30.000/.  about  fourteen  months  ago,  for  wiiich  he  ha*  not  yet  received  one-sixtti ; 
and  those  goods  that  did  5-eil  were  to  a  couiiderable  loss,  say  from  '^b  to  30  per 
cent  If  there  was  an  .-ptr;  trade  to  Jirterica.  all  the  distresses:  wotdd  be  very  short- 
ly removed  :  activity  would  be  resumed,  and  the  countenances  of  the  poor  would 
chaajevery  fa.-it  i  if  that  were  once  elu>cti  d,  it  would  give  a  general  spring  to 
our  neighborhood.  Has  orders  from  America,  for  the  whole  of  his  goods,  pro- 
vided the  order>  iticoaacii  were  rescinded. 

Mr  CHRISTOPHER  LA WSON,  woollen  merchant,  of  Leeds.  In  good 
times  exported  to  America,  to  tiie  value  of  80,000/.  annually  Present  stock  of 
goods  40/100/.  Mad«  a  shipment'-to  Anieli?  Island  in  181  K  under  the  idea  that 
"it  might  get  into  America,  but  it  lemain.s  triere  at  pre.-ent  Conceives  all  the 
merchants  trading  to  Ameiici  are  in  t!)*"  same  state  The  crmmon  calculation  is, 
that  Yorkshire  goods  are  exported  to  America,  to  the  amount  of  tn^  millions  annu- 
ally. Gre  it  complaints  have  been  mar^e  of  the  home  ma:l.et  for  the  last  six 
months,  q^  Has  wders  for  goods  to  be  shipped  to  America,  on  the  repeal  of 
the  orders  lu  council. 

May  15,  1312. 

Mr.  DAVID  SHEARD,  blanket  and  fiushing  manufacturer,  of  the  parish  of 
D-^Wibury.  In  good  times  employed  about  bOO  hands:  .00  of  them  Kre  now 
quite  out  of  employ,  and  the  remainder  have  one-third,  or  one-fourdi  work.— 
[J_/^  The  average  wages  of  men,  womejp  and  children,  in  good  times  were  1  is.  a 
\vi;ek,  and  are  now  3s.  \^d.  The  manufacturers  have  given  over  accumulating 
stock  :  they  do  not  wi -h  to  run  into  debt,  nnd  t'se  money  tlsey  had  is  all  made  up 
into  goods.  Weekly  wages  paid  in  the  hamkt,  in  good  times,  used  to  be  168/. 
now  21^1/.     Tiiinks  the  home  trade  as  good  as  it  r/afs.     Trade  be»gaii  to  fall  otF  hi 
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the  bBginning  of  1811  :  ^nd  among  the  loner  orders  of  the  people  there  is  very  grua 
distress  indtcd.  If  favourable  dicumstances  do  not  turu  up,  will  be  obliged  to 
turn  off  half  of  the  700  hands  he  now  employs.  Had  a  good  trade  before  the 
intercourse  with  America  was  stopped. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  PRATT,  merchant  and  woollen  manufacturer,  of  Saddle- 
worth.  The  trade  has  fallen  off  very  considerably  since  1310,  owing  to  tiie  want 
of  American  trade.  His  own  stock  of  gopds  larger  tnan  it  ever  was  before,  be- 
ing nearly  30,000L  The  district  of  Saddlewortu  contains  a  population  of  nearly 
J '-^,000 pijrsons,  most  of  whom  are  engaged  in  the  woollen  business,  and  they  do 
not  now  get  half  the  work  tliey  used  lo  have.  His  capital  absorbed  in  goods, 
and  if  there  is  not  a  market  soon,  must  discharge  liis  men  in  toto  ;  which  is  the 
case -with  manufacturers  in  general  in-that  district.  Qj=»  In  40  or  50  years  he 
has  never  known  the  distress  equal  to  tlie  present.  Gicat  numbers  of  the  people 
never  taste  animal  food  at  all :  fheir  principal  food  is  oatmeal  boiled  in  water  ; 
aod  sometimes  potatoes  for  dinner.  Was  informed,  by  a  very  honest  man,  [|;;;y=>that 
he,  his  wife,  and  all  his  children,  had  to  go  to  bed,  and  had  not  even  a  morsel  of 
that  oatmeal  and  water  to  put  into  their  mouths.  p[y^  Was  aK'o  informed  by 
another  thai  he  had  got  some  little  oatmeal,  and  boiled  it  in  water  ;  that  he  bad 
lo  wet  it  in  water  instead  of  milk,  or  any  other  liquid,  with  his  food.  The  peo- 
ple have  been  very  peaceable  in  this  parish  ;  and  is  certain  they  will  remain  so, 
provided  tliey  could  get  employment,  or  any  thing  near  full  employment:  tlicy 
have  no  disposition  at  all  to  not.  Has  inquired  io  *ome  instances  whether  the. 
poor  have  received  parish  relief ;  but  believes  that  in  the  principal  part  of  the 
JuanufacturiHg  districts,  t!ie  poor  would  nearly  starve,  probably  not  to  death,  but 
pretty  close  lo  it,  before  they  went  to  the  par-sh;  for  this  reason  -they  ha*e  not 
been  accustomed  to  it.  and  it  is  a  kind  of  disgrace  or  something  of  that  kind,  ai,(l 
tiity  will  not  go  to  it  if  they  can  get  lialf  work  and  half  wages  :  they  will  tale 
•very  me«ns  in  their  power  to  keep  ofT  (he  parish  Ontmeal  is  3  I  -26.  to  4d  the 
pound,  or  double  the  usual  price  Potatoes  an^  about  thv?  same  proportion  :  nev- 
er knew  them  any  thing  like  so  high  as  they  are  at  present  IJas  no  doubt  that 
if  goods  could  be  shipped  to  America,  there  would  be  work.  The  poor  are  not 
jrell  clothed. 

May  20,  1812. 

Mr  JOHN  HOEFMAN,  churchwarden  of  the  parish  of  Spital  Fields.— Tiie 
looms  employed  in  the  manulacture  of  Spital  Fields,  about  I7-(JOO.  to  20,000  ; 
and  about  .5,000  of  them  are  in  the  parish  of  Spital  Fields,  rvhtre  at  least  one- half 
of  the  iveartn  are  out  nj  employment,  end  thu  lower  orders  in  a  most  deplorable 
state,  fj^  More  than  one  instance  has  occurred,  where  they  had  died  literally 
for  want.  Soup  distributed  is  about  3,000  to  4  000  quarts  a  day.  Has  dismiss- 
ed a  considerable  number  of  his  hands,  who  were  employed  in  the  silk  trade. — 
The  light  silks  of  Spital  Fields  sell  in  America  ;  of  other  sorts  the  French  are 
c'.ieaper  than  ours.  If  the  American  trade  was  open,  there  would  be  an  oppor- 
tunity of  sending  a  considerable  quantity  of  goods  there-;  has  in  the  course  of 
some  years.  manufRctured  goods  for  the  American  market,  principally  of  the 
a^ijht  quality  Within  these  two  years  there  has  been  no  tradti  to  America  :  and 
Iherefore  he  was  obliged  to  turn  off  his  hands  employed  for  that  particular  trade. 
h  the  trade  was  opened  again,  has  no  hesitation  in  spying  those  very  articles 
would  Gnd  sale  there  j  and  he  would  take  back  the  hands  he  had  dismissed, 
■which  he  believes  is  the  ca»e  with  others  in  the  same  line  as  himself.  In  October 
last  he  purchased  potatoei  for  the  workhouse  at  31  10s.  per  ton  ;  within  the  last 
six  weeks  they  have  been  selling  in  Spital  Fields'  market,  at  ]2l.  131.  and  \Al  a 
ton.  Persons  who  have  died  for  want,  have  applied  for,  and  obtained  relief  ;  but 
they  were  too  far  gone  before  they  made  appiicauon;  has  uniformly  found  that 
the  industrious  poor  will  never  apply  for  relief  till  the  very  last  extremity.  Be- 
lieves tliat  more  than  a  tifth  of  the  silk  manufactured  in  Spital  Fields  went  to 
America  ;  an  d  more  than  one-third  of  bis  own  manufacture,  for  seven  years,  was 
for  the  American  njarket.  The  want  of  an  adequate  supply  of  raw  silk,  has 
been  one  great  eaaee  of  the  want  of  employ,  and  consequent  distress  of  the  maar 
ufacturer^. 
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May  25,  1812 
IVIr/SIlAKSPEARE  PHILLIPS,  merdiant,  of  Manclitster,  was  examined  by 
the  house  four  years  ago  upon  the  orders  in  council  Is  an  exporter  of  manufac- 
tured goods  to  the  United  States  of  America,  when  the  trade  is  open.  Has  a 
great  st0-*V  of  goods  on  hand,  which  is  the  case  of  the  manufacturers  in  General 
R^  Has  orders  to  a  very  large  amount  to  be  shipped  in  the  event  of  the  orders  in 
eouncil  being  rescinded.     Has  no  doubt  that  oiders  of  this  kind,  whicli  are  now 

in  Manchesver,  would,  if  executed,  greatly  relieve  the  distress  of  that  place. 

rrj=>  The  slate  of  the  workmen  in  Manchester  and  the  neighborhood  is  very  deplo- 
rable. They  are  deficient  in  work,  and  are  working  at  extremely  low  wages.  Jf 
the  American  trade  was  open,  would  not  fear  the  competition  of  American  manu- 

Ticlurers  in  the  market,  as  he  conceivps  they  are  only  forced  into  that  measure. 

Stveral  adventures  ffhich  he  has  made  to  South  America  have  left  considerable 
loss.  Cannot  state  the  propo  tion  which  the  American  market  bears  to  the  gene- 
ral manufactory  of  Manclitster  and  its  neigiiborhood;  but  from  his  general  know- 
ledge of  its  vast  influence  upon  the  manufacture  in  general,  is  convinced  that  the 
exports  annually  amount  to  an  enormou<!  sum.  (j;^  Has  no  doubt  that  if  the  A- 
meii|fc^  market  was  freely  open,  there  would  be  full  employment  for  the  labor- 
ing manufacturers  of  Manchester.  Whtn  the  trade  with  America  from  France 
and  this  country  were  both  open,  did  not  experience  the  least  competition  in  the 
cotton  manufactories  on  the  part  of  France,  and  has  not  the  least  apprehension  c^ 
any.  The  present  duty  on  raw  cotton  in  France  b<  inj  about  3?.  a  pound  amounts 
to  a  prohibition ;  and  any  country  imposing  such  a  duty  cannot  seriously  iiitecd 
to  establish  any  great  manufacture. 

I  trust  there  is  here  superabundant  testimony  of  the  transcen- 
dant  folly  and  madness,  as  well  as  of  the  flagrant  injustice  of 
the  system  pursued  by  the  British  ministry,  which  inflicted  so 
much  misery  and  wretchedness  on  that  interesting  and  valua- 
ble class  of  subjects,  the  manufacturers.  The  testimony  is 
equally  strong  against  the  most  lamentable  folly  of  our  own  ci- 
tizens, who,  by  rendering  nugatory  the  restrictive  system,  sofa- 
tally  involved  in  the  horrors  of  a  wasting  war,  two  great  na- 
tions whom  ten  thousand  motives,  arisino;  from  mutual  interests 
— common  descent — congenial  manners — and  sameness  of  lan- 
guage—pught  to  have  impelled  to  cultivate  the  strictest  ties  of 
friendship. 

Durmg  the  progress  of  these  examinations,  on  the  21st  of 
May,  the  official  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  was  communi- 
cated by  Mr.  Russel,  the  American  minister,  to  the  court  of  St. 
James.  But  notwithstanding  the  solemn  pledge  of  the  British 
ministry  to  \)roceed  pari  passu  with  the  French  government,  in 
the  business  of  repeal,  there  was  no  step  taken  respecting  the 
orders  in  council,  till  the  23d  of  June,  that  is,  for  nearly  five 
•weeks.  Nothing  was  done  till  after  the  whole  examination 
-was  completed,  and  until,  six  days  after,  an  address  had  been 
moved  in  the  house  of  commons,  for  the  pepeal,  by  Mr.  Broog- 
hamj  on  the  17th  of  June,  groujoded  on  the  result  of  the  exa- 
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minat ions,  which  was  withdrawn  by  the  mover  on  a  pledge  by 
the  ministers  that  the  orders  would  be  repealed. 

As  a  palliation  for  delay,  it  has  been  staled  by  the  friends  of 
Eii2;land  that  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Percival,  the  British 
premier,  on  the  lUh  of  iVIay,  distracted  the  attention  of  the 
ministry,  and  prevented  the  redemption  of  the  pledge.  But 
this  palliation  will  not  bear  a  moment's  reflection.  The  parlia- 
mentary examination  was  predicated  on  the  injury  the  British 
trade  suffered— and  had  not  the  slightest  regard  to  any  other 
consideration.  And  as  1  have  stated,  the  revocation  of  the 
orders  in  council  was  not  attempted  tiil  that  examination  was 
finished.  Nearly  five  weeks  [thirty-three  days]  had  elajvsed 
from  the  notification  of  the  French  repeal,  and  forty-three  days 
from  the  death  of  Mr.  Percival.  And  no  man  can  fJll^nd 
that  one  or  two  weeks  would  not  have  been  abundantly  sulii- 

cient. 

To  prove  the  charge  I  have  adduced  against  the  British  mi- 
nistry of  gross  impolicy,  as  well  as  injustice,  in  their  treatment 
of  this  country,  which  led  to  the  wasting  war  so  injurious  to 
both  nations,  1  submit  to  the  reader  part  of  a  speech  delivered 
in  the  British  house  of  commons  by  Mr.  Whitbrcadon  the  13th 
of  February,  1812,  about  four  months  previous  to  the  declara- 
tion of  hostilities,  respecting  the  diplomatic  intercourse  between 
the  two  countries, 

*'  Of  Mr.  Pinl<ney  be  need  say  little  :  he  wa?  a  man  of  sound  sense  and  judg- 
aient,  of  an  able  and  acute  mind,  and  of  the  hipliest  reputation.  He  was  a  man 
■who  h^d  conducted  himself  during  his  residence  in  this  country,  in  a  manner  most 
honorable  to  hhn«elf,  and  likely  to  benefit  both  nations.  At  all  times,  taking  the 
most  impartial  view  of  the  different  interests  concerned,  his  conduct,  though  firm, 
had  been  mo4  conciliatory.  W^ithout  losing  sight  of  the  claims  of  his  country, 
^ith  which  he  was  intrusted,  he  had  at  all  times  approached  the  ministers  with 
whom  he  was  in  treaty,  with  respect,  attention,  and  deference.  Firm  to  his  pur- 
pose, and  able  to  elucidate  the  subjects  under  di^xussion,  be  had  never  failed  in 
time!  punctuality,  or  mode  of  procedure,  in  his  mission.  He  rvmld  he  could  say 
ns  much  for  those  nith  nhom  Mr.  Pinkney  had  intercourse.  But  it  was  not  so  .- 
and  it  was  impossible  to  say  that  that  gentleman  had  been  treated  with  the  prop- 
er and  punctilious  ceremony  he  merited  by  the  marquis  ^Vellesley.  At  the  pe- 
riod when  this  correspondence  commenced,  a  great  soreness  prevailed  in  Ameri- 
ca, on  account  of  the  rupture  with  Mr.  Jackson.  _  The  feelings  of  that  country 
rvere  in  a  state  of  extreme  irriiation  ;  and  tho  topic  was  the  subject  of  Mr  Pink- 
nev's  first  letter  to  the  noble  marquis.  One  would  have  thought  at  such  a  time 
that  a  minister  would  have  felt  that  no  want  of  decorum  or  attention  on  his  part, 
should  be  superadded  to  augment  t!je  uupleas:int  feelings  already  too  prevalent; 
but  it  so  happened,  that  to  this  very  letter  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  2d  January, 
ou  the  subject  of  another  minister's  being  apoolnted  in  the  room  of  Mr  Jacksoa 
no  answer  was  returned  until  the  lUh  of  March.  Upwards  of  two  months  of 
precious  time  were  wasted,  during  which  Mr.  Pinkney,  aware  that  some  time 
might  be  necessary,  waited  with  the  most  patieat  respect  aod  decorum. 
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*'  On  the  I5th  of  February,  the  American  minister  again  wrote  to  the  British 
secretary,  on  the  subject  of  our  blocka<j||,  one  of  the  m  sc  important  in  di?cussal, 
aud  in  all  its  bearings,  between  the  two  countries.  To  tiiis  no  answer  was  re- 
turned till  March  2.  Again,  on  the  30th  of  April,  Mr  Pinkney  addressed  a 
letter  to  lord  Wellesley;  relative  to  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  which  were 
considered  as  the  chief  source  of  all  existing  differences,  and  therefore  merited 
the  most  earnest  and  immediate  attention  ;  but  to  this  letter  no  answer  was  ever 
returned. 

**  On  the  3d  of  May  following,  another  letter  was  sent  to  our  foreign  secretary, 
€omplaining  of  the  forging  of  skips'^  papers,  carried  on  in  Londtn,  by  which  Br^.t' 
ish  ikips  and  property  were  made  to  appear  as  American  This  traffic  w.»3  nludg- 
ed  to  be  openly  and  noloriou-'iy  carried  on  :  and  it  was  not  possible  to  i:-..'-^  -''/fi 
one-more  inlamous  to  the  nation  where  practised,  or  injurious  to  tae  cou;'  a- 
gain?t  which  it  wa.«  directed.  Yet  Mis  charge  (f  infamy  against  Britain,  </:•  ,  ,t- 
justice  and  injury  to  Jmerica,  nas  passed  over  in  utter  silence,  and  no  an-^^r 
whatever  to  the  ietltr  was  returned 

"  On  t!ie  23d  of  June,  Mr  Pinkney  again  wrote,  referring  to  his  letter  of  the 
30th  April,  on  the-  subject  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  requesting  an 
answer  ;  but  no  an'>wer  was  returned.  On  ihe  7th  of  July  .le  wrote  again  relat 
tive  to  the  appointment  o'.'  a  minister  in  the  room  of  Mr  JHckson,  (his  first  sub- 
ject on  the  2d  January)  and  even  at  this  distance  of  time  received  no  official  an^ 
srver,  but  merely  a  verbal  assurance  or  private  note,  that  a  mini  -ter  would  imme- 
diately be  sent  out.  On  the  8th  ©f  August,  Mr  Pinkney  once  more  wrote,  refer- 
ring to  his  letters  of  the  23d  June  and  30th  April  ,  but  could  obtain  no  answer. 

*'  On  the  2 1st  August,  he  again  by  letter  pressed  the  subject  of  blockade ;  but 
coald  obtain  no  answej;  On  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  he  again  wrote  to 
stale  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  and  lo  this  communication 
oar  minister  at  length  condescendf  d  to  send  a  reply  The  next  part  of  the  cor- 
respondence was  another  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney,  relative  to  a  misapprehen.^ion 
of  Sir  James  Saumarez,  on  the  nature  of  the  blockade  at  Elsineur,  and  on  the 
impressing  of  certain  seamen  from  an  American  ship.  To  the  former  subject  an 
answer  was  returned  ;  but  of  the  latter  no  notice  was  taken.  He  had  indeed  been 
much  surprised  at  the  whole  course  of  this  correspondence ;  but  at  this  particulaf 
period  his  astonishment  was  greater  than  ever.  That  a  subject  so  keenly  felt  by 
America,  as  the  ijflprefving  of  her  citizens,  should  be  entirely  passed  over  in  si- 
lence, was  beyond  all  former  neglect  and  inattention. 

"AH  the  world  knew  that  this  point  was  the  one  on  wfiich  the  greatest  difficul- 
ty existed  in  negociatiug  an  amicable  adjustment  between  the  two  countries,  and 
that  our  conduct  towards  American  seamen  stood  more  in  the  wiy  of  c-nc'liuiion 
than  any  other  matter  whatever.  Surely  then  such  an  opportunity  ought  oot  to 
hav,^  been  neglected  ;  surely  it  was  the  duty  of  the  British  minister  to  show,  by 
his  speedy  attention  to  the  subject,  that  he  was  as  anxious  to  evince  the  spirit  of 
conciliation  as  to  profess  it ;  and  that,  knowing  how  fatal  to  the  interest  of  this 
country  a  rupture  with  America  would  be,  he  would  have  eagerly  embraced  the 
opening  presenting  itself,  to  demonstrate  our  amicable  intentions,  and  remove 
one  of  the  sorest  grievances  complained  of.  But,  no  !  reluctantly  and  coldly 
was  the  answer  on  this  subject  wrung  forth — not  from  the  noble  secretary,  not  by 
letter  from  him,  but  practically  by  the  discharge  of  these  seamen,  by  Sir  Will- 
iam -Scott,  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  thereby  acknowledging  and  declaring  the 
right  and  justice  of  the  claim  urged  on  the  part  of  \merica.  This  was  the  cori- 
aliatlon  of  the  noble  secretary,  that  he  permitted  tlie  sentence  of  a  court  of  jus- 
tice to  give  a  practical  answer  to  a  foreign  minister,  whom  he  would  not  take  the 
trouble  of  putting  p^m  to  paper  to  satisfy  on  so  interesting  a  po:.at. 

"  On  the  21st  of  September,  Mr  Pinkney  f(  u'ld  it  necessar7  again  to  addreSis 
the  British  government,  and  referring  to  hi««  'etirrs  of  the  ."Mllii  April,  23d  June, 
and  8th  \.U2;ust,  on  the  subject  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  he  urged  an  ina- 
mediate  answer,  as  his  government  had  long  been  in  expectation  of  a  connaunica- 
ticm  on  that  head.    Again,  on  the  8th  and  lOtli  December,  he  wrote  :  and  with 

Hh 
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these  letters  concluded  liis  correspondeuce,  being  uuable  to  o'otain  any  eati«£ac<j^ 
ry  iDlorinaUoo  ;  and  soon  after  he  dem^^ed  his  audience  of  leave  of  tiie  Frincc 
Kcgent."  " 

The  wretched  system  pursued  by  the  British  ministry  to- 
wards this  country  produced  conie^|uences  they  did  notloiesee. 
It  promoted  our  manufactures  more  completely  in  five  or  sis 
years  than  they  would  have  been  in  thirty — a;id  it  produced  a 
war  which  has  given  us  a  navy,  and  a  glorious  naval  character 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 


CHAPTER  LXI. 

England  said  to  he  slniggling  for  lur  existence.  This  no  pall i 
aiion  of  her  outrages  on  neutral  neuions.  Attack  on  Lopui 
hageti. 

Among  the  various  errors  lately  prevalent,  and  pregnant 
with  baneful  consequences,  a  very  imporlani  one  \njis,  that  the 
European  war  on  the  part  of  tudi.ijd  \\:»s  a  \>ar  for  her  ex- 
istence— and  this  has  been  alledged  not  merely  as  a  palliation, 
but  as  a  justification  of  lier  outrages  ui)on  our  citizens  eno  upon 
our  commerce.  In  fact,  th«  long  succession  of  outrages  si  e 
perpetrated,  were  coveted  over  with  this  mantle  of  oMi\ion, 
for  the  purpose  of  defaming  the    administration   that  lesisitd 

them. 

1  have  already  touched  on  this  subject  incidentally.  It  re- 
quires further  elucidation.  And  at  tho  hazard  of  repetition,  I 
resume  it. 

The  most  important  aggressions  of  England  on  the  commerce 
of  this  country,  may  be  referred  to  four  epoc  hs.— 

1.  The  lawless  and  predatory  captures  in  1793,  during  the 
administi-atjon  of  gen.  Washington. 

2.  The  application  in  1805,  of  the  rule  of  1 75^,  \Nithout  any 
previous  notice  or  warning,  and,  to  aggravate  the  euoimit},  a- 
gainst  her  own  exposition  of  the  law  of  nations,  ami  aga.nst 
the  decisions  of  her  courts  of  admiralty;  wherel;y  the  seas 
vrere  piratically  swept  of  the  American  vessels  and  com- 
merce. 

3.  Tlie  paper  blockade  by  Charles  J.  Fox's  adn  inistration^ 
of  ihf  coast  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  an  extent  of  800  miles.. 

4.  'i  he  orders  in  counciL 
01  these  in  due  course. 
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I.  Lord  Castlereagh  himself,  or  the  marqnis  of  Wellesley, 
would  not  dare  to  assert  that  the  depredations  in  J  793  could  i3e 
charged  to  jeopardy  of  her  es-islence.  They  were  wanton,  un- 
provoked, lawless,  and  predatory  to  the  last  degree.  General 
Washington  presided  over  the  destinies  of  this  country.  He 
had  resolved  on  and  observed  a  fair  and  impartial  neutrality.— 
The  mmner,  and  time,  and  circumstances,  were  as  moaslroas- 
ae  the  measure  itself. 

II.  On  the  su'yect  of  the  second,  I  shall  merely  refer  the 
reader  to  the  mercantile  memorials  of  1805-6,*  written  and 
signed  by  men  who  have  since  as  ably  defended  and  justified 
the  conduct  of  England,  as  at  that  period  they  unqualifiedly 
reprobated  and  denounced  it.  This  change  in  their  opinions 
anl  conduct  does  not  change  the  nature  of  the  facts.  The 
proceedings  of  the  British  ministry  at  that  period,  must  be  con- 
demned by  every  honourable  Englishman.  They  were  unwor- 
thy of,  and  disgraceful  to-,  a  mighty  and  respectable  nation. 

III.  Charles  James  Pox's  blockade  was  a  gross  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations. — It  was  in  direct  hostility  with  previous 
declarations  made  by  that  statesman  himself — as  well  as  witk 
the  honorable  and  indeed  the  only  legal  definition  of  a  bits':' 
ade,  given  to  our  government  by  Mr.  Merry,  the  British  minis^ 
ter  here,  in  these  words  : 

♦'  Admiralty  Office,.  Jauaary  5,  1804. 
"  Sir, 

•'  Having  communicated-  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  lord  Hawkesbury's 
letters  of  the  2cid  inst.  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  his  lordship  had 
received  from  Mr.  Thornton,  l:.is  majesty's  charge  d'affairs  in  America,  oii  the 
suhject  of  the  blockade  of  tlie  islands  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe,  together 
with  the  report  ©f  the  advocate  general  thereupon  I  have  their  lordships'  com- 
mands to  acquaint  you,  for  his  lordship's  information,  that  they  have  sent  orders 
to  commodore  Hood,  not  to  consider  any  blockade  as  existing,  unless  in  res- 
pect TO  PABTicuLAR  PORTS  WHICH  MAY  BE  ACTUALLY  INVESTED  ;- 
and  then  not  to  capture  vessels  bound  to  such  ports,  unless  they  shall  previousljr 
have  been  warned  not  to  enter  them  ;  and  tliat  tliey  have  also  sent  the  necessary 
directions  on  the  subject  to  the  judges  of  the  vice-admiralty  courte  in  the  West 
Indies  and  America. 

I  am,  &c. 

EVAN  NEPEAN. 

George  Hammond,  Esq." 

Here  is  the  only  fair,  and  honest,  and  honourable  explana° 
tion  of  the  law  of  nations  on  this  subjeof,  laid  down  by  England 
herself.  This  letter  stands  on  eternal  record — and  seals  the 
irrevocable  condemnation  of  that  vile  predatory  system,  where- 
by, according  to  George  Cabot,  James  Llo^^l,  and  bther  Boston 
a;^^iu:}rialisls,  she  was  during  the  course  of  the' French  war; 

*  See  chapters  xiv,  xv,  xvi,  and  svi*. 
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# 
«'  PREYING  UPON  THE  UNPROTECTED  PROPER- 
TY OF  A  FRIENDLY  POWLR/'+  If  Lord  Castleref^gh, 
Uie  marquis  of  Welleslej,  lord  Cathcart.  George  Canning,  ]\jr. 
Host,  or  Mr.  W.ir-in-Disguise,  should  find  this  accusation  some- 
wl;at  indigestible,  let  them  hurl  the  gauntlet  at  Mr.  Lloyd  and 
bis  friends. 

I  V  .  The  orders  in  council  close  the  catalogue.  They  will 
trm  an  eternal  blot  on  the  escu(cheoB  of  the  administration 
by  which  they  were  enacted,  and  so  long  supjjorted.  For  their 
im:  olky  1  refer  the  reacier  to  chi^pier  LV.  It  >^as^t  least  e- 
<]ual  to  their  flagrant  injustice. 

From  the  Jst  oi  March,  1809,  they  lost  whatever  plea  or  pal- 
liation might  have  previously  existed  for  them.  The  non-in- 
tercourse act,  passed  on  that  day,  enabled  Great  Britain,  at  any 
hour  she  pleased,  to  open  our  ports  to  her  trade  and  navigation 
—to  shut  them  against  ihe  vessels  and  trade  of  France — and  in 
etlect  to  have  ultimately  produced  wai  between  that  nation  and 
the-  United  Stales. 

The  refusal  of  this  offer  was  a  clear,  convincing,  and  unan- 
swerable froof,  that  her  sole  object  \^as  monopoly;  and  that, 
ia  the  language  of  Mr.  Bayard,  retaliation  was  merely  "  a  pre- 
tence." Her  depredations  wese  continued  without  intermis* 
sion.  I  ask  any  honest  Englishman — any  candid  federalist, 
now  that  the  reign  of  delusion  has  terminated,  vvere  these  dep- 
redations, to  pas«  over  their  immorality  and  injustice,  such 
measures,  as,  on  mere  principles  of  policy,  "  a  nation  strug- 
gling for  her  existence''^  ovt^i  to  have  adopted  ?  Was  it  just, 
or  proper,  or  prudent,  for  "  a  nation  struggling  Jar  her  existence  ^^ 
to  violate  the  rights,  and  to  plunder  the  property  of  an  unof- 
fending neutral,  and  risk  a  war  with  that  neutral  ?     Surely  not. 

In  a  word,  I  ask  Timothy  Pickering,  Rufus  King,  George 
Cabot,  or  governor  Strong,  whether  the  conduct  of  Great  Brit- 
ain on  the  ocean  were  not  as  unjust,  as  arbitrary,  and  as  lawless, 
as  that  of  Bonaparte  on  terra  firma  ?  Whether  the  clandestine 
orders  of  1793,  and  those  of  1805,  were  not  as  perfidious,  as 
faithless,  and  as  utterly  indefensible,  as  any  act  of  the  French 
emperor  ?  And  finr.lly,  to  sum  up  the  whole,  whether  there  13 
in  the  history  of  mankind  any  act  much  more  atrocious  than  the 
attack  upon*Copenl|j>|^n,  the  capital  of  an  innocent  and  res- 
pectable neutral,  for  tM ^purpose  of  seizing  her  fleet  ?  Wheth- 
er this   act  and  the  perfidious  conduct  of  Bonaparte    towards 

f  Let  it  be  obperved  that  the  predatory  system  of  1805,  denoimctd  by  the  Bos 

tot!  mpiiion;nlists,  hs  "  preyin?:  open  the  unprotected  property  of  -j.  frleirilj  pow- 
er," ^a?  incomporablv  less  unjust  and  more  defensible  than  the  subseruen:  tu?* 
rages  perpetrated  on  Amsricaa  comoierce. 
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Spain  are  iK)t  exactly  of  the  aame  character  ?     I  annex  Mr* 
Ro5cae's  dccoimt  of  the  horrible  Copeahageu  affair  : — 

"  Aciid«t  all  the  convulsions  v? hich  Europe  had  experienced  in  conse- 
qu3:ice  of  the  revolution  in    France,  the  kingdom  of  Denmark  had,  by 
the  wise  and  temperate  policy  of  her  ruler,  been  in  a  great  measure  pre- 
served from  the  fatal  consequences  of  those  commotions  which  had  over- 
turned governments  of  much  greater  political   importance.     This  had 
been  accomplished,  not  by  humiliating  herself  to  any  of  the  belligerent 
papers  ;  not  by  espousing    the  cause  of  such   of  them  as   appeared  for 
the   moment  to  be  successful  ;  but  by  maintaining  a  firm,  dignified,  and 
undeviating  independence,  neithei  influenced  by  intrigues  nor  intimidate 
ed  by  threats.     Her  naval  and  military  estabkishraents,jthough  not  great. 
Were   respectable  ;  and,    combined  with  the  natural  advantages  of  her 
situation,    might  justify  her  in  the  hopes  of  defending   herself  with  suc- 
cess against  any  enemy    tlmt  should    attempt  to  infringe  upon  her  neu- 
trality.    In  order  to  defend  this  neutrality,  the  Danish  government  had, 
for  a  considerable  time  past,   concentrated  its  army  on  its  continental 
fro«tiefs  ;  and  it  Ua«  been  stated,   that  this  measure    was  adopted  at  the 
instance  of  Great  Britain,  a'*  being  favourable  to  the  protection  of  her 
commerce.     In    this  situation    the  British  fleet,    with  a  large   military 
force,  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Zealand,  where  the  Danish  government 
ga-.v  n.>  reason  to  recognize   them  in  any   other    character  than  that   of 
friends  and  protectors.     They  were  there  joined  by  the   German  iegioii 
from  the  isle  of  Rugen  ;  and  Mr.  Jackson,    the  British  resident  at  Co- 
penhagen, according  to  instructions  received  from  his  court,  DEMAN- 
DSD  FROM  THE  DANISH    GOVER.^MENT  THE  SURREN- 
Di  R  OF  IT^  NAVY  TO  HLS    BRlTArsNIC  MAJE^TY,    to  be 
re«.ained  by  him  until  the  Vestoratlon  of  a  general  peace.     This  proposi- 
tion was  indignantly  rejected  ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  troops  were 
la  ided  ;  and  a  proclamation   was  published  by  lord  Calhcart,  the  com- 
mauder  in  chief,  stating  the  motives  and  objects  of  such  a  proceeding*, 
and  threatenius^.   that  in  case  of  resistance,  THE  CITY   OF  COPEN- 
HAGE^i  SHOULD  BE  DESOLATED    BY  EVERY    POSSIBLK 
HEANS  OF  DEVASTATTON.     Unprepared    as  the  city  then  was, 
the  crown  prince  gave  orders  that   it  should  be  defended  to   the  last  ex- 
tremity.    Of  the  Danish   navy,  not  a  ship  was  rigged,   and   the  crews 
Wf'ie  absent.     On  the  second  day  of  'September,  the    British  troops  com- 
menced the  attack,  on  three  sides  of  the  city,  which  continued  for  sev- 
ei'al  days  with  )ui  intermission  ;  during  which  6,500  shells  were  thrown 
into  the  town,  i/}fiich   was  soon  on  fire  in  upwards  of  thirty  places.     The 
ti'uber  yards  were  consumed  ;  the  powder  magazine  blew  up  ;  the  stee* 
p!e  of  the  cathedral  church  was  in  a  blaze,  and  fell   amidst  the  continu- 
al shouts   of  the  British   troops.     From   the  mode  of  attack  which  had 
b?en  adopted, /io5///j/ie5   were  net  confined  to  the  Danish  soldiery  and  the 
arned  burghers  en^rtged  in  tht  defence  of  the  eily  ;  but  EXTENDED  TO 
THE  INHABITANTS    OF  BOTH    SEXES— THE  AGED,    THE 
Y  JUNG,  THE    INFIRM,  THE  STGK,  AND  THE    HELPLESS, 
for  whose  safety  no  opportuHity  was  afforded  of  providing,  and  great  num^ 
bers  ofwlwm  perished  by  the  bursting  of  the  shells^  the  fire  of  the  arlillery, 
an    the  ivnumeraule  accidtnts  conseq  lent  on  so  dreadful  and  unexpected  an 
attack.     It.  s®oa  a  ••-reared  that  the  city  was  unable  to  make  an   effectual 
vesistauce ;  the  Bi  itish  forcts  having  approached  with  their  treach^is  30* 
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near,  as  to  be  enabled  to  set  it  on  fire  whenever  they  pleased.  To  pre» 
vent  this  consummation  of  mii^ery,  tho  Danish  connnandei'  afsented  to 
terms  of  capitulation,  by  which  he  aj^rced  to  surrender  up  the  fleet,  upon 
condition  that  the  British  army  fehould  evacnaie  the  island  of  Zf  a'and 
within  six  weeks,  and  that  public  and  private  property  sbonld  in  the 
mean  time  be  respected.* 

Of  Ihis  aborainalde  and  perfidious  affair,  worthy  of  Aliiric^ 
Attila,  or  Genghis  Khan,  ii  is  impossible  to  read  without  shud- 
dering with  horror.  Every  Englishman,  who  possesses  a  high 
sense  of  national  honour,  must  de|)l«'re  the  slain  they  ha\ «  im- 
pressed on  the  escutcheon  of  his  native  land — and  must  joia 
in  the  execration  to  which  the  upright  part  of  mankind  have 
consigned  the  ministers  who  planned  and  ordered  the  pei  (;e- 
tration  of  such  a  scene  of  barbarous  and  merciless  oulrage. 

Away  then  for  ever  with  the  miserable  cant  of  "  a&trngaU 
for  her  existcnce^^^  as  not  merely  a  palliative,  but  a  justification 
of  "PREYING  UPON  THE  UNPROTECTED  PROP- 
ERTY OF  A  FRIENDLY  POWER."!  This  high  and 
damning  accusation  against  Great  Britain,  of  ^* preying  upon  the 
unproteciedproperty  of  a  friendly  power*^  was  advauctd  i»y  George 
Cabot,  James  Lloyd,  Thomns  Perkins,  Arnold  Welles,  and  the 
other  Boston  merchants  who  signed  the  memorial  to  congress 
in  1805  ;  but  who  have  from  that  period  to  the  present  Leen  in- 
consistently the  advocates  of  the  British,  and  the  accusers  of 
their  own  government. 

Every  nation  at  war  may  be  said  "  to  struggle  for  her  exist- 
ence," But  she  is  no\  thtr ff ore  to  "  ^/rw^^it"  her  unotfending 
neighbours  out  of  their  shi^js,  th'  ir  Sc  amen,  their  property,  or 
the  dearest  rights  of  their  sovereignty,  to  help  to  preserve  her- 
self in  "a  5frj/^fi-/f," created  by  lawless  ambition. 

A  few  short  months  have  elapsed  since  the  United  States, 
contending  single-handed  against  the  most  formida!)le  naval 
power  that  ever  existed  might  be  emphatically  and  correctly 
said  to  be  '"'•  strugsclins:  for  iluir  existence^'' y;\\\ch  was  really  and 
Iruly  jeopardized.  What  consummate  folly  and  madness,  as 
Tvel!  as  injustice,  would  it  have  been,  to  have  commenced  dep- 
redations on  the  commerce  of  Russia,  France,  Spain  or  Bol- 
land,  and  to  add  one  or  more  of  those  nations  to  the  list  of  our 
enemies  ?     At  euch  a  critical  time,  it  becomes  nations  to  "  car- 

*  Roseoe's  view  of  the  causes,  objects,  and  consequences,  of  the  j  ei- 
eot  \var — and  on  the  exjediency  or  the  danger  of  a  {^eace  with  Fjanqe, 
Philadelphia  Edition,  page  42. 

1  See  Boston  memorial,  pa§e  102t 
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ry  their  faculUea  so  meek,"  as  to  give  no  reasonable  cause  of 
otfence.  If,  therefore,  the  idea  be  correct,  that  Great  Britain 
Wis  rea!!)'^  struggling  for  her  existence,  so  far  from  justifying 
or  [>al!iating  her  conduct  towaixls  the  United  States,  it  only 
mora  fully  proves  the  dire  insanity  of  those  miserable  and  fatu- 
Itoas  councils  by  vshich  her  affairs  were  directed. 


CHAPTER  LXII. 

The  loud  clamour  raised  hy  the  eastern  slates  on  the  subject  of 
representation^  wholly  unfounded.  The  residt  of  factious  dclu' 
sion.     Statistics.     Excvminalion  of  the  representation  in  the 

Senate.* 

To  reconcile  the  people  of  the  eastern  states  to  the  parri- 
cidal project  of  a  dissolution  of  the  union,  there  has  been  a 
great  outcry  raised  on  the  sul  ject  of  its  inequalities  and  disad- 
vantages, and  its  oppressive  operation  on  that  portion  of  ihe 
nation,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  represeniation  in  the  low- 
er house  of  congress.  The  most  extravagant  errors  are  afloat 
on  this  topic.  It  is  generally  believed,  that  the  southern  states 
have  an  enormous  and  undue  influence  in  thai  body,  in  conse- 
quence of  taking  the  slaves  into  account  in  filing  the  number 
of  its  memliers. 

I  wave  for  a  few  minutes,  the  consideration  how  far  this  in- 
eqiility  and  injustice  exist.  For  the  sake  of  argument  I  will 
admit  them  for  the  present.  And  1  respectfully  ask  the  reader 
whether  it  be  possible  to  form  a  partnership  or  connexion  of 
Siwy  kind,  without  inequality?  Take  any  scecies  you  choose. 
Examine  the  talents,  the  address,  the  capital,  the  means  of  pra- 
m  >ting  the  joint  interests  of  the  concern ;  j'ou  will  find  that 
there  is  in  some — perhaps  in  all  these  respects — a  consitlerable 
in^'quality — that  one  party  has  an  advantage  in  respect  to  un- 
derstanding, or  influence,  and  another  in  point  to  capital  or 
skill — or  in  some  other  of  the  various  ways  in  which  meu'tliffer 
from  their  fellow  mortal*.  Go  to  the  married  state.  Examine 
there  minutely.  You  will  find  the  case  the  same.  And  I  «ver 
that  it  is  almost  absolutely  im^'Ossible  to  form  any  connexion 
whatever  with  a  perfect  equality. 

This  being  obviously  and  strikingly  the  CPvse  in  those  simple 
associations  which  I  have  considered,  how^  could  it  be  supposed 

*^  This,  and  the  two  succeethnp;  chapters,  are  extracted  from  a  pam* 
pUIet,  published  Nov.  "^S,  1814,  by  the'author  of  the  Olivp  Branch,  and 
eatititled  '*  A  Calm  Address  to  tke  People  of  the  JEastern  States.** 
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ih.\i  so  delicate  and  so  complicated  an  association  as  that  of 
ttiirteen  independent  sovereignties,  more  or  less  various  in  their 
habits,  in  their  productions,  in  their  climates,  in  their  poj.ula- 
tion,in  their  pursuits,  could  have  been  formed  without  a  spirit 
of  compromise — without  a  mutual  balancing  of  advantages  and 
disadvantages  ?  To  expect  it  ivouid  be  the  quintessence  of 
folly. 

But  the  reader  will  doubtless  be  astonished  when  h«  finds 
what  is  the  real  state  of  the  case.  Ho  will  be  convinced  that 
the  alledged  grievances  which  have  been  made  the  instruments 
of  exciting  the  angry  passions,  and  preparing  our  eastern  breth- 
ren for  rebellion,  have  no  existence.  Let  the  two  legislative 
bodies  be  combined  together,  and  it  will  be  obvious  that  the 
eastern  states  have  had  and  still  have  rather  more  than  the 
share  of  influence  to  which  iheir  while  population  entitles 
them.  1  have  taken  some  pains  to  make  the  calculations  re- 
quisite to  lay  the  real  state  of  the  case  before  the  public  :  and 
I  submit  the  reauU  in  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 


Examination  of  the  representation  of  the  eastern  states  in  the  sen' 
ate  of  the  UnitedStates^  on  the  ground  of  wMte  population  only. 

Population  of  the  U.  States,  Anno  1790  3,929,326 

Deduct  slaves  697,697 

White  population  3,231,629 

Total  population  of  the  eastern  states  1,009,322 

Deduct  slaves  3,886 

White  population  l,0u5,036 

Total  number  of  senators  28. 

As  3,231,629  :  28  :  :  1,005,636  :  8,677. 

Thus,  their  exact  proportion,  had  the  slaves  been  rejected^ 
v«is*8,677  ;  whereas  they  had  ten  senators. 


Population  of  the  U.  States,  Aono  1800  5,303,666 

Deduct  slaves  896,849 


Whit©  population  4,406,8 1 7 
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Population  of  the  eastern  states  1,233,011 

Deduct  slaves  1,339 

White  population  1,231,«72 

Total  number  of  senators  34. 

As  4,406,817  :  34  :  :  1,^31,672  :  9,502. 

Here  again,  they  had  more  than  their  proportion,  which  was 
9,502 ;  V,  hereas  they  had  ten, 


Population  of  the  U.  States,  Anno  1810  7,239,903 

Deduct  slaves  1,191,364' 


White  population  6,048,539 

White  population  of  the  eastern  states  1,471,973 

Total  number  of  senators  36. 

As  6,048,539  :  36  : :  1,471,973  :  8,760. 

On  this  third  census,  their  proper  proportionr  ia  8,760}  where- 
gs  they  have,  as  before,  ten. 


Thus  it  is  evident  that  the  eastern  states  have  had  in  the  8«* 
nate  more  than  their  due  proportion  of  influence  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  government — and  that  in  the  present  senate 
they  have  actually  14  per  cent,  more  than  they  are  entitled  to, 
^:j^  taking"  into  consideraiion  merely  the  white  population  of  the  nOf 
tion^  notwithstanding  the  introduction  of  tiew  states. 

Who  can  forget  the  daring  threat  held  out  by  Mr.  Quincy,  of 
resistence  to  the  introduction  of  new  states,  ^*  amicably  if  they 
could,  violently  if  they  must  T"* 

"  Mr.  Qnincy  repeated  and  justified  a  remark  he  had  made— which,  to  save  all 
oaisapprehension,  he  cooimitted  to  writing  in  the  following  words : — "  If  this  bill 
passes,  it  is  nay  deliberate  opinion,  that  it  i^  virtually  A  DISSOLUTION  OP 
THE  UNION  ;  that  it  wiil  free  tin-  states  from  t reir  moral  obligation  ;  and  as  it 
will  be  iht  right  of  all,  so  it  will  be  the  duly  of  some,  TO  PREP  \ RE  FOR  A 
SEPARATION,  amicably  if  Vity  can-VlOl.EN  LLY  IF  THEV  MUST."* 

Any  person  unacquainted  with  the  subject,  to  have  heard  of 
read  Mr.  Quincy's  speeches  on  this  topic,  would  have  concluded 

*  National  Intelligencer,  Jan.  15, 1811,  in  the  debate  on  the  admission  of  Ne.^ 
Orleans  as  a  state. 
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—and  not  unreasonably — that  some  lawless  outrage  had  beea 
per|)etrated  on  the  section  of  the  union  which  he  represented; 
and  that  it  was  robbed  of  its  due  share  of  influence  in  tlie  sen- 
ate by  that  measure.  How  astonished  must  he  be  to  (ind,  that 
from  the  organization  of  the  government,  the  fact  has  l)een  di- 
rectly the  reverse  ;  that  it  has  had  more  than  its  share  of  influ- 
ence ;  and  that  the  other  sections  of  the  union  have  had  solid 
and  substantial  causes  of  complaint  on  this  subject  t 


CHAPTER  LXIII. 

Statistics  cotttinued.     Slave  representation  fairly  slated.     Result. 

I  now  proceed  to  consider  the  state  of  the  representation  in 
the  lower  house,  to  which  the  loud  complaints  of  Francis  Blake, 
Mr.  Lowell,  Mr.  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  and  their  friends,  particu- 
larly refer.  They  have  been  but  too  successful  in  persuading 
their  fellow  citizens  that  to  the  fatal  source  of  slave  representa- 
tion may  be  ascribed  all  the  manifold  oppressions  and  injustice, 
which  they  alledge  the  eastern  states  have  experienced. 

I  beflieve  there  is  not  one  man  in  a  thousand  who  has  a  concept 
tion  how  very  slight  the  inequality  is  here.  I  have  asked  a 
number  of  intelligent  and  well-informed  men  their  opinions — > 
and  some  surmised  100  percent,  beyond  the  truth — others  were 
wide  of  it  ZOO  per  cent. 

What  must  be  your  amazement,  reader,  to  learn,  that  if  all  the 
slaves  in  the  United  States  were  discarded,  in  the  apportion- 
ment of  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  make  a  difference  of  only  three  in  the  number 
of  representatives  of  the  eastern  states  ? 

The  white  population  of  the  United  States  at  the 

late  census,  was  6,048,539 

That  of  the  eastern  states  1,471,973 

Total  number  of  members  1 82. 

Actual  representation  of  the  five  eastern  states  41. 

As  6,048,539  :  18i  :  :  1,147,973  :  44,048. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  were  the  represpntation  fi:rnduated  by 
the  white  population  alone,  the  eflstern  stytcs  ^vo'!l(1  ;>e  enlitled 
to  but  44  representatives.     Therefore,  the  injury  they  suffer  by 
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tbe  admission  of  the  slaves,is  only  a  reduction  of  three  members, 
in  a  body  of  182 — wtiereas  they  have  one  and  a  quarter  more 
than  they  are  entitled  to  in  the  senate,  a  body  of  36  members. 
Thftt  is  to  say,  and  let  it  be  U»rue  in  remembrance,  in  one 
branch  they  are  not  two  {jer  cent.  ^jeKiW  ttieir  proportion — and 
in  the  other  branch,  vvhich  is  by  far  the  more  influential  and 
powerful,  they  have  aoout  14  per  cent,  more  ihan  tJaey  are  tairly 
entitled  to  by  their  a>  hite  population ! 

A  view  of  the  slave  representation  in  the  house  of  representatives. 
Census  of  1810.  Ratio,  one  represmtoLive  for  36,000  inUaixi- 
tants. 

Maryland. — Total  population  380,546 

Deduct  slaves  1  \  \  ,502 


Divide  by  the  ratio  35,000)269,044(7 

Jlemikinder  24,044 

Add  three-fifths  of  111,502  slaves  66  900 


Divide  by  35,000)90,<^44(2 

Fraction  rejected  20  944 

Nme  representatives — 7  for  v<rhit€s— 2  for  slaves. 

Virginia. — Total  population  974,^22 

De J uct  lor  slaves  392,5 1 8 


Divide  by  85,000)582,104(16 

Remainder  22,104 

Add  three-fifths  of  392,518  slaves  23:),504 


Divide  by  35,000)257,608(7 

Fraction  rejected  \  2  gos 

Twf^aty-three  representatives — 16  for  whiles — 7  for  slaves, 

Kentucky — Total  nopulation  406,511 

Deduct  for  slaves  80,561 


Divide  by  35,000)3^5,950(9 
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Remainder  10,95§ 

AUd  three-filths  of  80,561  slaves      '  4«,336 


Divide  by  33,000 j59,28t5(l 
Fraction  rejected  24,286 

Ten  representatives — nine  for  whites — one  for  slaves. 

North  Carolina. — Total  population  535,500 

Deduct  slaves  lt>8,824 


Divide  by  35,000^38(3,1 7  C(l  1 

Remainder  1,676 

Add  three-fifths  of  lc3,824  slaves  101,1.(^2 


Divide  by  35,000)  02,968(2      j 

Fraction  rejected  32,968 

Thirt«en  representatives — 11  for  whites — 2  for  slaves. 

South  Carolina. — Total  population  47  5, 11 5 

Deduct  slaves  196  ^65 


Divide  by  35,000)^^18.730(6 

Remainder  8,760 

Add  three-fifths  of  196,365  slaves  117.837 


Divide  by  35,000)126.587(3 

Fraction  rejected  21,38? 

Nine  representatives — 6  for  whites — 3  for  slaves. 

Geor^a. — Total  population  252,433 

Deduct  slaves  105,218 


Divide  by  36,000)147,215(4 

Remainder  7,215 

Add  three  fifths  of  105,218  slaves  €3,129 


Divide  by  35,00<')70,344(2 

Fraction  rejected  344 

6U  representative* — 4  for  Tvbite3--2  for  slaves. 
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Tennessee. — Total  population  261,727 

Deduct  slaves  44,535 


Divide  by  35^000)217,192(6 

Remainder  7,192 

Add  three-fifths  of  44,535  slaves  26,721 


Fraction  rejected  33,913 

No  representative  of  the  slaves. 


A  few  fads  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  representation  in  the 

lower  house. 

New  York,  by  the  first  and  last  census,  h^s  had  for  ten  years, 
and  will  have  for  ten  more,  one  slave  reprsentative. 

Teal  population  of  New  York,  Anno  1790  340,120 

Deduct  slaves  21,324 


Divide  by  the  ratio  of  33,000)318,796(0 

Remainder  21,796 

Add  tbree-fiUbs  of  21 ,324  slaves  12,792 


Divide  by  33,000)34,588(1 
Fraction  rejected  1,588 


Total  population  of  New  York,  Anno  181©  959,069 

Deduct  slaves  15,071 


Divide  by  35,000)944,140(26 

Remainder  34,140 

Add  three-fifths  of  1 5,01 7  slaves  9,009 


Divide  by  35,000)43,149(1 
Fraction  rejected  3,1 4S 

I  1 
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Delaware  has  a  slave  representative. 

Total  population  of  Delaware  in  18iO  72,674 

Deduct  slaves  4,177 


Divide  by  35,000)68,497(1 

Remainder  33,497 

Add  three-afthg  of  4,177  slaves  2,605 


Divide  by  35,000)36,002(1 
Fraction  rejected  1,002 

'Massachusetts,  to  her  sreat  honor,  has  no  slaves.  But  it  is  a 
curious  fact,  that  she  has  a  represtntalive  of  her  black  popula- 
tion. 

Her  Whites  are  693,039 

Blacks  7,706 


700,745 
This  divided  by  35,000,  just  allows  her  20  members.     De- 
jluct  the  blacks,  and  she  ^\ouid  have  but  10. 


Representatives  of  slaves. 

1790             1800 

1810 

I^ew  York 

1                      0 

1 

Delaware 

0                      0 

1 

Maryland 

2                     2 

2 

Virginia 

6                     6 

7 

]S"ovth  Carolina 

2                     2 

2 

South  Carolina 

2                     2 

2 

Georpa 

1                     1 

2 

Teunessee           '^ 

0                      1 

1 

J^eoluckj 

0                      1 

1 

14                    15 

19 

The  following  views  display  the  very  extraordinary  inequali- 
ties that  exist  in  the  representation  in  the  senate.  They  fully 
establish  the  necessity  of  mutual  forbearance,  and  the  landBblc 
spirit  of  compronuse  that  prevailed  in  the  federal  conveation.  - 


Free  persons. 
Massachusetts  700,743 

r^ewhampshire  213,460 

Vermont  2 1 7, 8s)  j 

Connecticut  C6I,6;52 

Kdjode  island.  76,823 


1,471,555 


AF?E>sDlX^ 

$f9 

VIEW  I. 

enators. 

Free 

'  piEj"sons. 

Senatori* 

New  York 

U  4  J, 032 

Pennsvlvania 

809,296 

V^irgiwia 

5S2,Wi 

North  Caroiina 

386,676 

Kentucky 

325,9j0 

10 


3,038,053 


10 


Thus  it  appears  that  the  eastern  states  with  only     1,471,555 
free  persons,  have  as  much  influence  in  the  senate 
a&  the  above  five  middle  states  with  3,036,058 


VIEW  II. 


Free  persons. 
Newhampshire  211.460 

Vermont  217,895 

Counecticut  266,632 

Rhode  Island  76,823 


775,810 


Senators. 


8 


Free  persons. 
New  York  944.032 

Pennsylvania  809,296 

Virginia  582,404 

North  Carolina        586,676 


Senators. 


2,722,103 


Fouf  of  the  eastern  states,  with  775,810  free  persons,  have 
as  much  influence  as  four  middle  and  southern  states  with 
2,712,108 — and  four  times  as   much  as   Pennsylvania   with 

799,296. 


VIEW  iir. 


Free 

persons. 

Massachusetts 

700,745 

Newhampslilre 

214,460 

Vermont 

217,895 

CoPHPcticut 

261,532 

Eiiode  Island 

76,823 

Senators. 


1,471,555 


10 


Maryland 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 
Ohio 

Kentucky 
Tennessee 
South  Carolina 
Georgia 


Free  persons. 
269,0  J4 
582,104 
386,676 
230,760 
325  950 
217,19J 
218,750 
147,215 


Senators." 


2,377,691 


16 


The  result  of  this  comparison  was  utterly  unexpected.     I: 
has  surprised  me  exceedingly,  and  will  no  doubt  surprise  the 
reader.     It  is  a  fair  and  overwhelming  view  of  the  compara 
tive  influence  in  the  senate,  of  the  murii^arins:,  'liscontented, 
and  oppressed ''  nation  of  New  England"  with  that  of  the  wholJ 
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of  the  ancient  "  slave  states,"  as  they  are  called.     It  appears 
Ihyt  the  former  have  one  representative  in 
senate  for  every  147,155  free  persons, 

and  that  the  latter  have  one  for  every  148,Co5     do. 

The  addition  of  Louisiana  has  altered  the  state  of  the  repre- 
prf  sentation.  It  mnkes  the  ratio  for  the  slave  states  about 
130,000. 

VIEW  IV. 

Free  persons.     Senators.  I  Free  persons.     Senators. 

Rhode  liland  76,82;J  New  York  9»4,0^2 

Belawar*  C8,497  |  PeiinfyivaLia  739,296 

I15,3i:0  4    1  1,7^13,323  4 


One  free  person  m  Delaware  or  Rhode  Island,  it  is  ohvious 
ft'om  the  abose  view,  possesses  as  much  inOuence  in  the  senate 
of  tlie  United  Stales  as  twelve  in  New  lovk  or  Pennsylvania. 
And  one  in  Delaware  possesses  nearly  as  much  as  fourteen  in 
New  Tork.  One  m  Rhode  Island  has  more  tl.an  seven  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

VIEW  V. 

Free  per»-vr.s.     Sf  nalors.  I  Free  persons.     Secalore. 

New  Hampshire       2M,460  Virginia  5\i2,l0i 

Connecticut  266,632 

Eliode  Island  76,623 


557,924 


5»/.\104 


Three  eastern  states,  with  557,024  free  persons,  have  six  se- 
nators, aad  Virginia,  with  582,104  has  but  two. 

If  the  wisest  and  l^st  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
assembled  in  convention,  with  General  Washington  and  Doc- 
tor Franklin  at  their  head,  found  it  necessary  for  the  peace,  and 
happiness,  and  respectability  of  the  country,  to  ratify  the  con- 
stitution, with  such  prodigious  inequalities  as  are  stated  above, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  folly  and  wickedne&s 
of  the  loud  complaints  of  injustice  and  inequality,  on  points  to 
the  last  degree  insignificant,  whereby  the  spirit  of  sedition  has 
been  excited  in  the  eastern  states. 

The  war  question,  it  has  been  said,  was  carried  by  th€  sla\e 
representatives.  This  is  an  egregious  error.  The  majority 
inthe  lower  house  was  30.  And  the  whole  jiumber  of  slave 
representatives  is  only  10.  So  that  had  they  been  wholly  re- 
jected, the  vote  would  have  been  carried.     1  pass  o;cr  the 
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slave  representatives  from  New  York  and  Delaware,  both  oF 
whom  voted  against  the  war.  I  likewise  wave  the  considera- 
tion of  the  fact,  that  eleven  members  from  the  southern  states 
also  voted  againgt  the  measure. 


A  fair  view  of  all  the  preceding  tables  and  facts,  will  satisfy 
,  any  man  not  wholly  destitute  of  truth  and  candor,  that  the  inte- 
rests of  the  eastern  states  have  been  carefully  guarded  in  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  of  the  union.  Their  complaints 
are  to  the  last  degree  groundless  and  factious.  It  will  further 
prove,  that  Pennsylvania  has  a  stronger  ground  of  complaint 
by  far  in  the  senatorial  branch  than  the  eastern  states  in  the 
ether.  With  a  population  of  800,296  free  persons,  she  has  but 
two  senators;  whereas  Newhampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island 
and  Coc^ecticut,  with  775,810,  have  eight.  The  difference  is 
enormous  and  immense. 


Statement  of  the  number  of  members  in  the  house  of  represenid" 
lives,  qftor  the  different  censi, 

JPfewhampshirg 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Connecticut 

EJiode  Island 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Penusylvauia 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Korth  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Ohio 

Loulsiaaa 


First., 

Second. 

Third 

4 

5 

6 

2 

4 

6 

U 

17 

20 

7 

7 

7 

2 

2 

2 

10 

ir 

27 

5 

6 

6 

13 

n 

23 

1 

1 

2 

8 

9 

9 

19 

22 

23 

10 

12 

13 

6 

8 

9 

2 

4 

6 

0 

6 

10 

0 

3 

6 

e 

0 

6 

0 

0 

1 

I0(^ 

141 

182 

112 
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CHAPTER   LXIV. 

Inquiry  into  the  charge  against  the  southern  states  »f  destroying 
commerce  to  promote  mamijactvns.  Utterly  unfounded.  The 
eastern  states  deeply  interested  in  innnyfadures.  Tlie  southern 
the  reverse. 

There  is  one  point,  of  considerable  importance,  on  which 
our  eastern  fellow  citizens  have  been  egregiously  deceived,  and 
on  which  it  is  desirable  they  should  form  correct  opinions 

'.rhat  (lie  administration,  and  all  the  southern  members  of 
cono;ress,  are  pxtuated  by  an  inveterate  hostility  to  commerce  ; 
and  that  their  measures  have  been  dictated  by  a  desire  to  de- 
stroy it,  for  the  pun.ose  of  injuring  the  coramprcial  states;  has 
been  assumt  d  as  an  incoritrovertible  fact,  which  could  neither 
be  dis;»uled  nor  denied.  It  has  been,  as  I  have  statec*  re-echo- 
ed by  governors  and  legislators — by  inflamraatorj'  'w  rilers  io 
Be wgw papers — and  by  equniiy  inflitmmatory  clergymen  in  their 
pu4[>its.  until  any  tloubtof  it  is  in  the  eastern  states  believed  to 
be  ;»s  wicked  nd  heterodox ical,  as  a  doubt  of  the  miracles  of 
the  Koran  is  rejj:arded  by  the  mufti  at  Constantinople. 

It  was  necessary  to  find  some  motive  for  this  hostility.  It 
Tvould  h.vf>  l>een  too  monstrous  to  assort,  that  the  soythtmer^y 
as  some  of  the  eastern  writers  have  quaintly  stiled  the  people  of 
the  southern  states  destroy  edeommerece  to  promote  agiiculti  re, 
and  of  course  to  advance  their  own  int«resis.  This  would 
H'M  bear  examination,  and  w^as  therefore  abandoned.  It  was 
liowever  necessary  to  devise  a  plausible  pretext.  And  it  has 
therefore  been  a  thousand  times  asserted,  that  tJie  ho.'^tility  to 
commerce  aroDc  from  a  de^^re  to  promote  manufactures.  17^  Jnd 
this  sorry  tale  has  been  Irlitved  by  the  "  most  enlightened''  portion 
of  the  "  most  enh'lAfriid  nation  in  the  world.^'' 

The  followinsi  facts  and  observations  will  show  the  transcen- 
dent folly  of  this  allegation. 

1 .  In  the  eastern  states  are  numerous  and  important  manufaC' 
iures  established  on  a  larsre  and  extensive  scale. 

2.  The  extreme  sterility  of  a  large  portion  of  their  soil,  and 
the  romparati  i'e  density  o\  their  population,  render  manufattur- 
hm  establishments  indispensably  necessary  to  them. 

3.  They  are  therefore  deeply  ei?id  viUdly  interested  in  tlie prO' 
motion  of  manufactures^  willout  which  they  would  be  in  a  gieat 
me»si:re  depopulated  by  the  attractions  of  the  westera,  middle, 
aud  southera  states. 
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4.  Thft  maQufactures  of  the  southera  states  are  pn'ncipallj  in 
privijte  families. 

5.  These  states  have  no  redundant  populaiion.  Their  people 
find  fall  «i:mploymeDt  in  agriculture. 

6.  They  have  therefore  little  or  no  interest  in  the  jn^omotiorLof 
maniffacturing  establishnients. 

7.  But  the  reduction,  or  restriction,  or  injury  of  commerce, 
C^anotfail  vitally  to  injure  them  hy  lesseainz  the  deman-i  for,  and 
lowering  the  price  of  their  productions.  We  have  seen,  that  it  has 
produced  this  effects  to  a  most  ruinous  extent, 

8.  It  irresistibly  follows,  llierefore,  that  if  the  southera  states 
waatonly  destroyed  ar  restricted  commerce,  to  promote  manu- 
factures, it  ivould  be  inflicting  the  most  serious  and  vital  injury  on 
themselves  for  the  mere  purpose  of  serving  those  states  to  rvhich 
they  are  said  to  hear  an  inveterate  and  deadly  hostility ! ! ! 

d.  Whoever,  possessing  any  mind,  can  disseminate  those  opin- 
ions, must  mean  to  deceive;  for  he  caonat  possibly  believe  them 
himself. 

10.  Whoever  can  believe  in  such  absurdities,  may  believe  that 
rivers  occasionally  travel  to  iheir  sources — :hat  lambs  devour 
wolves — that  heat  proifuces  ice — that  "  thorns  produce  iTgs-' — . 
or,  what  is  almost  as  absurd  and  riaiculous,  that  the  soil  of  Mas- 
sachusetts is  as  fertile,  and  the  climate  as  mild,  as  the  climate  and 
soil  of  South  Caroliaa  or  Georgia. 


CHAPTER  LXV. 

Militia  defence.    System  of  classification  proposed  in  congress. 
Rejected.     Awful  outcry. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  ia  congress  to  employ  iu  the  defence  of  the  na- 
tion a  portion  of  the  militia,  in  a  mode  the  most  simple,  the  most 
practicable,  the  most  eflicient — and  at  the  same  time,  the  least 
burdensome,  that  was  ever  adopted  io  any  cointry.  Those  per- 
sons, throughout  the  United  States,  v/ho'ire  subject  to  militia  du- 
ty, were  to  be  divided  in*o  classes,  each  of  twenty-five.  Every 
class  was  to  funiish  one  of  its  memberi,  who  'vas  lo  serve  for  one 
year,  or  during  the  war,  and  whose  bounty  was  to  be  coatribu- 
t^d  by  the  reet  of  the  class  in  cciiaia  proporlioas.     Or,  if  noM 
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of  ibe  class  thought  proper  to  volunteer  his  services,  a  rec:njiC 
was  to  be  enlisted  at  their  joint  expense.* 

Against  this  m)ble  sjstem  of  defence,  so  equitable,  so  just, 
so  unexceptionable — so  adequate  to  its  end — so  easy  and  free 
from  burthen  to  our  citizens — so  likely  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
close,  by  convincing  the  enemy  of  the  impossibility  of  making 
^ny  impression  on  us — there  was  a  most  hideous  outcry  raised 
in  and  out  of  congress — an  outcry  highly  disgraceful  and  fftc- 
tious.  It  was  branded  with  the  odious  name  of  "  Conscription,^ 
and  identified  with  the  horrible  system  of  Bonaparte,  whereby 
the  whole  male  population  of  France  was  subject  to  his  despot- 
ic will  and  pleasure. 

The  attempt  was  of  course  defeated.  To  the  passions  of 
the  people  the  most  infl  imniatory  appeals  w^re  made.  A  most 
lamentable  delusion  prevailed  on  the  subject.  Many  of  out 
citizens  were,  by  unceasing  efforts,  led  to  believe,  that  the  plan 
Vf'ds  wholly  unprecedented  in  this  country  ;  that  it  was  utterly 
unconstitutional  and  pernicious  ;  and  that  it  was  intended  as  the 
basis  of  a  military  desj)otism.  And  to  such  an  awful  extent  was 
the  frenzy  carried,  that  open  resistance  was  not  obscurely  threat- 
ened. Sexagenarian  veterans,  shaking  their  hoary  locks,  and 
burnishing  their  rusfy,  revolutionary  arms,  were  disposed  to 
punish,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  those  whom  they  were 
taught  to  regard  as  violators  f^f  the  constitution. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  of  a  more  awful  delusion.— 
Kever  were  the  public  cullibility  and  credulity  more  miserably 
pi  i.ved  upon.  For,  as  I  have  already  stated,  it  is  hardly  possi- 
ble to  contrive  a  plan  of  public  defence  more  just,  more  ration- 
al, more  unexceptionable,  «r  more  efficiejit. 

Lfit  us  examine  the  matter.  Recruits  for  a  year,  could  have 
been  readily  procured  at  any  t'me  for  two  hundred  doHars.  Qf 
course  the  tax  on  each  individual,  of  twenty  five  persons  bound 
to  furnish  a  recniit,  would  be  only  eight  dollars,  for  which  he 
would  be  exempt  from  nil  the  dangers,  and  hardships,  and  pri- 
vations of  a  military  life  ! 

The  British  government  would  probably  have  made  immense 
sacrifices  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  such  a  system.f    It  was 

*  These  were  the  grand  important  features  of  vRrious  plans  submitted  to  con- 
gress, md  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsj  Ivania,  which  were  absurdly  and  discrace- 
fuUy  r«o«cted.  ^  There  vrere  some  unesse.utialdJfF(wences  between  them,  not  worth 
aK;tention  in  this  dis  cu^sion.  To  the  hnnoiir  ot  Uie  enlightened  and  patriotic  le— 
giilature  of*  New  York,  they  were  not  deterred  by  the  wretched,  stup'd  and  fac- 
tious clamour  that  prevailed  on  this  subject  They  passed  an  act  to  raise  JO.Ot'O 
men  on  the  c.'asiificatlon  plan 

*  It  is  iK)t  eiftrnvajai't  to  Ray,  thai  policy  would"  dictate  to  England  the  sacrifice 
of  miiiions  of  pouods  eterliug  to  prevent  tbe  adoptioa  of  this  systcaJi 
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the  measure  most  really  formidable  and  eflScient  against  her  veter- 
an armies,  that  had  been  devised.  But  surely  this  ought  to  have" 
been  do  reason  why  American  legislators  should  oppose  it — or 
why  the  factious  and  tumultuous  meetings,  held  to  denounce  the 
system,  should  be  eulogized  as  displays  of  "/fte  spirit  of  seventy- 
*i.r."*  Had  such  a  wretched  spirit  prevailed  in  '76,  this  glorious 
country  would  never  have  emerged  fiom  its  colonial  and  de- 
pendent state. 

From  the  extreme  abhorrence  of  wars,"and  battles,  and  blood- 
shed, and  wounds,  and  scars,  manifested  by  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  congress — from  their  wailings,  and  lamentations,  and 
strono;  sensibilities,  at  the  possible  loss  of  a  single  life,  a  stran- 
ger might  suppose  they  were  quakers  or  menonists,  who  were 
not  merely  conscientiously  scrupulous  against  carrying  arms 
themselves,  bu  1  principled  against  warfare  altogether  .And  frona 
the  delicacy  of  their  constitutional  exceptions  and  objections, 
it  might  be  reasonably  presumed,  if  the  constitution  were  not 
at  war  with  such  a  presumption,  that  there  was  no  power  given, 
or  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  the  general  government,  to  com- 
mand or  coerce  the  military  service  of  aiuy  individual  citizen. 
It  would  ap[>ear-  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  had  ob- 
tained letters  patent  from  Heaven  for  enjoying  all  the  benefits 
of  socieiy  and  of  self  government,  without  risking  either  life  or 
limb — or  shedding  a  drop  of  blood  in  their  defence. 

While  the  public  delusion  on  this  topic  lasted,  argument  was 
useless.  Prejudice,  and  passion,  and  irrationality,  almost  uni- 
versally predominated.  But  every  species  of  folly  and  mad- 
ness has  its  day.  After  its  spell  is  dissolved,  it  becomes  harm- 
less and  inoffensive.  It  is  then  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry  and  in- 
vestigation. The  understanding  of  the  public  may  be  address- 
ed with  a  tolerable  chance  of  success. 

I  therefore  venture  to  discuss  the  subject,  and  solicit  the 
calm  attention  of  the  reader.  In  case  of  future  wars,  from 
which  we  cannot  hope  to  be  exempt,  it  may  be  of  considerable 
importance  to  establish  correct  opinions  on  a  subject  inferior 
to  none  in  importance — I  mean  the  most  eligible  mode  of  pub- 
lic defence. 

I  therefore  undertake  to  prove  these  seven  propositions  : 

1.  That  there  is  no  principle  more  clearly  recognized  and 
established  in  the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  several  stales, 

than  THE    EIGHT    OF    SOCIETY    TO     REC^UIRE   AJSD     COERCE,    AS 

*  In  several  parts  of  the  union,  factious  and  seditious  meetings  were  held  t^ 
denounce  this  plan  whos-  proct'pdings  were  detailed  in  many  of  o«f  papex'«. 
headed  in  large  letters  with  the  wt>rds,  '*  SPIRIT  OF  '7G," 
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\TELL    AS    THE   DUTY     OP    THE     CITIZEN    TO     AFFORD,    MILITA- 
RY   SERVICE    FOR    THE    GENERAL    DEFENCE. 

2.  That  the  power  of  congress  to  call  forth,  and  order  the 
employment  of,  the  militia,  in  cases  of  invasion,  rebellion,  or 
insurrection,  is  as  clearly  established  as  any  other  power  vested 
in  that  body. 

3.  That  the  mode  of  drafting  pressribed  by  the  militia  laws 
ol  the  several  states,  is  oppressive,  unequal,  and  unjust. 

4.  That  the  force  so  drafted  is  generally  inefficient,  and  enor- 
mously expensive. 

5.  That  the  system  of  classification  is  the  most  impartial — 
the  most  efficacious— and  the  least  oppressive  mode  of  calling 
into  operation  the  militia,  of  any  of  the  pUns  that  have  ever 
been  devised. 

t).  That  the  proposed  system  of  classification  prevailed  du- 
ring the  revolution— and  of  course,  instead  of  having  l>eeir 
borrowed  from  Bonaparte  by  our  present  rulers,  was,  if  borrow- 
ed at  all,    borrowed  by  France  from  this  country. 

7.  That  tire  classification  or  conscription  system,  most  elab- 
orately matured  by  General  Knox,  and  stami)ed  with  the  seal  (if 
General  Washington's  approbation,  was  more  strict  and  exten- 
sive in  its  provision,  than  any  of  the  recent  plans. 
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Right  of  Society  to  coerce,  and  duty  of  Citizens  to  afford,  military 
service,  recognised  by  the  Cmstitutions  and  Laws  of  the  several 
states. 

To  establish  my  first  point,  that  "  there  is   no  principle 
rriore  clearly   recognized  and  established,  in  the  constitutions 
and  laws  of  several  states,  than  the  right  of  society  to  require 
and  coerce,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  citizen  to  afford,  military 
service  for  the  general   defence,"   I  sul^mit  to   the  rearer,   the 
most  satisfactory  extracts  from  the  constitutions  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  Massachusetts,  New-York,  Pennsylvania,  Del- 
aware, and  Kentucky;  and  from  the  militia  laws  cf  Massachu- 
setts,   Connecticut,    Rhode-lEland,     New-York,    New- Jersey^. 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Georgia,  and^Eentiuky. — 
These  are  all  the  states  whose  statute  books  1  have  been  able 
to  procure. 
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ThR  declaration  of  i  i^hls  of  the  state  of  l^^ew-Hajnpshire, 
expiedti.i  ,;i"o»iJcs   iiut 

"  Every  raemher  of  the  community  has  a  right  to  he  protected  by  it,  in  the  ea- 
joymeiit  o/  his  jile,  iiborty,  aud  property  .  i)c  is  .ert-fore  b'upd  to  contribute 
his  »?.-up  to  the  expense  of  such  protectiou  ;  aud  TO  YIELD  HIS  PERSONAL 
SERVICE  WHEN  KECESSaRY,  oh  an  ecl'ivalk>t." 

It  gives  the  govefnor  for  the  time  belus:,  complete  and  plena- 
\'j  ^tower,  *^  by  liimsel/or  any  chief  commdmkr  or  officers ^^"^ 

"  To  train,  instruct,  exercise,  and  govern  the  militia  and  navy  ;  and  for  the 
special  defence  and  safety  of  the  state,  to  assemble  in  niurtiai  array,  and  pxU  in 
yi'Lirlike  posturt  the  inhabitants  thereof  ^  and  to  lead  anil  coiiducf  tiieni  ;  and  -svith 
them  encounter,  repuls*-,  repel,  resist  aud  pur>ue.  by  »"orce  of  anus,  as  ^veil  by 
sea  as  by  land.  nUhin  andnithout  the  limit},  'jf  the  stiite,  every  such  jf.jon  or  per- 
eoas  as  shall  at  any  future  time  attempt  the  destruction,  invasion,  detriment,  or 
annoyance  of  the  state." 

It  further  invests  the  governor  v,ith  the  mighty,  tfce  tremendous 
power, 

*'  To  use  and  exercise  over  the  army  and  navy,  and  over  the  militia  in  actual 
service,  THE  L\\V  M\RTIAL  L\  TIME  OF  U  xR,  iiNVASIGN,  AND 
Al-iSO  im  REBELLiON,  declared  by  the  legislature  to  exist,  as  occasion  shall 
necessarily  require," 

Nothing  ean  be  more  clear  and  explicit  than  these  provisions. 
They  level  in  the  dust  the  volumes  of  rant  and  declamation, 
which  have  been  uttered  in  congress,  and  with  which  the  press 
has  teemed  on  this  important  topic. 

The  constitution  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  contains  the 
same  provisions,  couched  in  the  very  same  words,  as  that  of 
New -Hampshire.  One  has  been  obviously  copied  from  the 
other.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary  4o  make  any  extract  from 
that  of  the  former  state.  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  volume  of 
the  constitutions  of  the  United  States. 

The  constitution  of  New- York  expressly  declares  that 

"  Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  safety  of  every  state,  that  it 
should  alwavF  bf- in  a  condition  of  defence,  and  IT  IS  THE  DUTY  OF  EVE- 
RY MAN  W^HO  ENJO^  £  THE  PROTECTION  OF  SOCIETY  TO  BE 
PREPARED  AND  WILLING  TO  DEFEND  IT.  Therefore  this  conven- 
ticn,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  .'tate,  doth  or- 
daiD>  determine  and  declare,  that  the  wiilitia  of  this  state,  at  all  times  here  Jter, 
as  well  in  peace  as  inwar,  shailMarmed  and  disciplined,  and  llSi  READINESS 
FOR  SERVICE/' 

The  declaration  of  rightsi  of  the  constitutioa  of  Vermont, 
states  that      ' » 

^   "  Every  member  ef  society  hath  a  right  to  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
liCe^  liberty,  and  property  J  aud  therefore  is  bound  to  Qontribute  hie  proportioai 
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towards  tbfi  c5cpensM  of  that  protection,  aiid  YIELD  KTS  PERSONAL  SER- 
VICE, when  necfcssary,  or  an  equivaient  thereto  ****=y\^6r  can  cny  man  nho  I'y 
conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arm*,  he  justly  cemptlkd  thereto^  IF' HE 
WILL  PAY  SLCH  EaUlVALENT." 

The  old  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  is  in  unison  with  those 
already  quoted — viz. 

•'  Every  member  of  society  hath  a  right  to  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
life,  liberty,  and  property  ;  and  therefore  is  bound  to  contribute  his  proportion 
towards  the  expense  of  that  protection,  »r  an  equivalent  therd"  ;  but  no  part  of  a 
paan's  property  can  be  justly  taken  from  !iim,  and  applied  to  public  u?es,  without 
his  consent,  or  that  of  his  legal  represontitivcs  :  nor  can  any  man  who  is  coni-ci- 
cntiousty  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  be  justly  compelled  thereto,  i/ke  nill  pay 
such  equivalent.''^ 

The  existing  constitutioB  of  Pennsylvania  is  equally  clear: 

*'  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  armed  and  disciplined  fvr  its  de- 
Those  who  conssientloui-ly  scruple  to  bear  arms,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  do  so  j 
but  ikall  pay  an  equivalent  for  personal  sertice.''^ 

Kentucky  holds  the  same  language — 

"  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  (negroes,  mulatoes,  and  Indians  except- 
ed) shdll  be  armed  and  disciplined  for  its  defence.  Those  who  c»nscientiou»ly 
scruple  to  bear  arms,  shall  aot  be  eompelled  to  do  so  j  but  shall  pay  an  equiva- 
lent for  personal  service.''^ 

The  old  constitution  of  Delaware  had  a  clause  nearly  verba- 
tim with  some  of  the  preceding — 

•'  Every  member  of  society  hath  a  right  to  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  Of 
life,  liberty,  and  property  ;  and  is  therefore  bound  to  contribute  his  proportion 
towards  the  expense  of  that  protection,  and  YIELD  HIS  PERSONAL  SER- 
VICE, when  necessary,  or  an  equivalent  thereto  " 

I  presume  I  might  here  dismiss  th«  subject.  It  is  impossible 
to  resist  the  conviction  the  foregoing  clauses  flash  on  the  mind. 
They  strike  dead  cavilling  and  casuistry,  declamation  and  soph- 
istry, as  with  the  forked  lightning.  The  wisest  and  best  men 
of  seven  states,  engaged  in  the  all-important  duty  of  framing 
forms  of  government  for  their  fellow-citizens,  solemnly  recog- 
nize the  paramount  right  of  society  to  coerce,  and  the  imperi- 
ous duty  of  the  citizen  to  aflFord  personal  service,  or  an  equivar 
lent,  for  the  general  defence.  And  the  intelligent  and  respect- 
able men  who  framed  the  constitutions  of  New-Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts,  invested  the  governors  with  the  power  to  lead 
the  militia  in  pursuit  of  an  enemy,  "  within  and  rvithout  the 
stated  and  to  exercise  MARTIAL  LAW.  <jw  the  militiay  as 
TFell  as  on  the  regular  array. 

I  now  proeeeU  to  d  etail  the  legal  proviiBions  on  this  point.— 
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They  will  be  found  equally  clear  and  conclusive.     I  begin  with 
Massaohusetts. 

"  Wlienever  the  governor,  or  commander  in  chief,  shall  order  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  aforesaid,  and  aay  person  who  shall  be  detached  in  obedienfi  of 
sac.i  orders  being  duly  Botiiied  theifof,  and  ordered  to  march  to  tne  place  of 
rendezvous  Q;^  siiaU  neglect  or  refuse  to  obey  such  order,  or  sUall  not,  witiiia 
tweuiy-four  .uars  after  he  shall  have  been  notified  as  aforesaid,  pay  a  fine  oi  len 
pounds  lo  tae  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  company  to  whicli  he 
shall  belong  or  procure  au  ablr'-bodied  man  in  his  stead  ijUCH  PERr^  >N 
SHALL  BE  CO.\SI:)ERED  aS  A  80LDJER  IN  BUCH  DElACHMEiV  p 
AND  BE  DEAi/r  WUH  ACCORDINGLY  ;  nnd  in  all  cases  where  the  ^id 
fiae<  shall  be  p^:d,  tiie  same,  siiaii  be  applied  to  hiring  men  for  any  service  which 
shall  be  required  of  tae  couipany  under  the  command  of  the  captain  or  officer 
who  shall  receive  the  same."* 

Should  aay  commiasioned  officer  of  the  militia  refuse  to 
mike  a  deiachrneat  from  ihe  corps  under  his  command,  fOr  the 
par^iose  of  repelling  invasion,  suppressing  insurrection,  &:c, 
thea 

**  In  addition  to  the  punishment  which  may  be  inflicted  by  virtue  of  any  act  for 
regulating  the  miiitia,  u  convinced  tliereoi  before  t^^e  justice?  of  the  supreme  ju- 
dicial court,  he  siiall  be  -ubjeci  to  be  Qnt-d  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  50  pounds  md 
to  he  adjudged  incapable  of  sustaining  any  office  in  this  csmmonnealth,  for  'i  term 
not  exceeding  ten  years  ;  to  (.-itiier  oi-  both  of  the  said  penalties  according  to  the 
aggravation  of  the  offence  and  lir  umstancee  of  the  offender,  as  to  the  justices 
of  the  said  court  shall  seem  meet 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person,  whether  QGn-commissioned 
efficer  or  private,  and  bMonging  either  to  tlie  train  band  or  alarm  list,  who  snail 
be  detached  or  ordered  to  march  for  the  support  of  the  civil  authority,  or  sup- 
pression of  any  insurrection,  existing  or  apjrrehcnded,  as  aforesaid,  <;hali  refuse  or 
Kegleet  to  march,  armed  and  equipped,  in  ttie  manner  and  at  the  time  which  the 
officer  by  whom  He  shall  be  detached  shall  direct,  or  shall  desert  or  leave  the 
service  before  he  shall  be  regularly  discharged,  if  convicted  thereof  before  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  rj^  he  shall  be  subject  to  be  fined  at  the 
discretion  of  the  said  court,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds. 

"  .And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person, 
in  public  or  prirate  cenversKtion,  or  by  any  ways  or  means,  rrya  shall  dissuade 
or  endeavour  to  prevent  any  military  officer  from  performini^  .  i^^  duty  required 
of  him  by  this  act,  or  any  person  or  persons,  detaeiied  or  ordered  to  march  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  from  marching  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  contia- 
Biiig  m  the  service  until  regularly  discharged,  each  person  so  ofFeoding,  being  con- 
victed thereof,  a«  aforesaid,  shall  pay  a  fine  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth, 
n.ot  exceeding  FIFTV^  POUNDS,  asd  shall  recognize  for  bis  good  behaviour  ftft 
a  term  not  ex^eding  ikree  years.''''f 

I  hope  the  reader  will  compare  these  sections  with  the  most 
rigorous  of  those  contained  in  Mr.  Monroe's  or  Mr.  Giles's 
piius.  Canilour  will  com;)el  him  to  acknovvleilije,  thaMhe  latter 
are  i.icamparably  less  burdensome  and  oppressive  than  tbt 
IWmer. 

*  Permanent  laws  of  Massachusetts,  vol.  I.  page  314, 
^  Idem,  page  330. 
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The  statute  of  Connecticut  respecting  the  militia,  adopts  tke 
regulation  of  the  act  of  congress,  whereby  every  liee  ai  ie-botlied 
man,  between  the  ages  of  18  and  4^,  h  declared  suiiject  lo  mili- 
tia duly.  It  further  exempts  cjiiakeig  from  that  duty,  on  the 
payment  of  three  dollars  and  thirty  cents  per  annum.  It  then 
invests  the  captain-general  with  po\ver,  in  ceriaiu  8|.ecifitd 
cases,  to  order  out  even  the  whole  of  the  militia  or  militai-y  J crce 
oj  the  stale.  1  submit  the  very  strong  and  expressive  clause 
to  the  reader : 


•lost  UlUJC    ailU    ^/Ul    ll"«-    Ol»U"\.  *••     "  ."•  ..^^    w.  •..»  •     I      »..-..   —-~    — .  ..—,    .......  ,^      w.uvr,    u>>u    vf». 

ploy/or  the  c.'.i(i/';r!f€  vr  n  lit  tin;;  any  if  tht  inJiubdunli  if  this  state,  atlackid  t-i^ 
untnemyorin  danger  tlur of ;  and  generally  lo  i-^iue  and  publisb,  by  j^ roper 
fctaft  or  orderly  oftjctr,  iuth  oidfrs  as ht  shall  judge taptdient,  lo  carry  into eie- 
cutiou  the  intent  and  detigu  of  ihis  act  "* 

The  militia  law   of  ^ew-York  is  equally  clear  and  expli- 
«it— 

•'  Tbe  commander  in  chief  of  this  state  may,  in  case  of  inr<m»n  «r  ather  rner- 
sencv,  nhen  he  shall  judge  it  nuessary.  crdtr  tul  [T/^  AiN  V  1  BOPOKl  iON 
OK  'I  HE  MILITIA  OF  THIS  STATE  TO  ViARCH  TO  AA  .  i-  i;T 
THEREOF,  n7id  continue  as  long  as  he  m-iy  think  neretrary  ;  and  likaiUe  m  y  in 
caiisequencc  of  rm  application  nf  the  txecutive  nf  any  of  the  United  Stalt:  tm  m 
invasionor  insurrection,  or  an  c.pprthtnsion  of  anivrn.sion  of  such.tate.  Q^^  \T 
HIS  DlStRETlO^^  ord(r  A^^  MMfKR  OF  THE  MlLi'i  lA,  uk<  .A.,etl- 
ing  one  third  part  thereof  TO  SUCH  SI  ATE.  providid  tiiat  they  be  not  compel- 
led to  continue  on  duly  out  of  this  stele  mor*  llian  lorty  daxs  at  any  oni^  tiire  j 
thr.t  while  in  actual  service,  in  con-equeiice  of  bein?  so  <  ailed  out.  they  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  pay  and  rations,  and  rj^  t)e  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  th«  troops  of  tbe  United  Stales  of  America. "f 

New  Jersey  has  not  b^n  deficient  in  making  similar  provi- 
sion for  the  public  safety.     Her  militia  law  declares, 

♦'  That  the  commander  in  chief  of  this  state,  for  the  time  bein?,  may,  in  cas4 
(/invasion  or  othfT  emergency.  WHEN  HE  SHALL  JUDGE  :TNECESSA- 
KY  order  oui  rr7=  nny  proportion  (/  tht  militia  nf  this  state,  to  Biarcli  to  any 
part  thereof,  ai^continue  as  long  as  he  may  think  it  necessary,  not  exceeding 
iKO  months,  "t 

She  imposes  a  heavy  antl  burdensome  fine  on  delinquents — 
a  fine  which  the  poorer  classes  cannot  pay,  and  ^hich,  of 
€Ourse,  inevitably  compels  them  to  the  service. 

*  Statute  laws  of  Connecticut,  page  310. 

f  Laws  of  the  state  of  New-York,  vol   I.  page  512 

i  Patterson's  laws  of  New-Jersey,  page  441. 
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"  Any  peiion  refusing  or  neglecting  to  perform  bis  tour  of  duty,  or  to  procure 
a  substitute,  shall  pay  a  jint  of  twenty  dollars  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal  * 

"  if  any  jnilitia  mau  shall  desert  wiiile  iie  is  on  a  tour  of  duty,  he  shall  be  fined 
in  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  every  such  oifence  ;  or  may  be  irn^ 
prit^iied  for  any  time  not  exceeding  two  months,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court 
martial ;  and  if  a  uon-com missioned  offieei",  he  shall  also  be  degraded  and  placed 
in  the  ranks,  "f 

I  next  proceed ta  state  the  law  in  Pennsylvania. — The  same 
goad  sense  that  presided  over  the  decision  on  this  subject  in 
the  other  states,  is  discernible  here : 

♦'  Whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  call  into  nctuai  service  any  part  of  the 
militia,  incase  of  rebellion,  or  of  actual  or  threate'np.dinvasion.,  oftiiisorany 
of  the  neighbouring  states,  then  jj^''^  shxill  and  may  be  lanful  for  the  governor 
to  order  into  actual  service,  SUCi  i^\Rr  OP  THE  iVllLiri\,  BY  CL\SSES 
AS  THE  EXIGE?^CY  xMAY  REaUiRB;  provided,  that  the  part  so  called, 
doth  not  exceed  four  classes  of  the  militia  of  any  brigade, "|i 

*'  If  any  militia  mzn  shall  desert  7vhile  he  is  ana  tour  of  duty,  [TJ^ke  shall  be 
fined  thirty-two  dollars  for  every  such  offence,  and  be  obliged  to  ai/rch  on  the 
next  tour  of  duty,  under  the  same  penalties  a- at  first.  If  a  nou-commissioned 
ofiBcer  shall  so  desert,  he  shall  be  degraded  and  placed  in  the  ranks  ;  shall  pay  a 
fine  of  thirty-six  dollars  ;  and  be  obliged  to  serv*  another  tour  as  a  private  "if 

"  The  militia  of  this  state  while  in  the  actual  service  thereof,  or  of  the  United 
States,  rj^ihall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  the  federal 
army.''''*'^ 

The  little  state  of  Delaware  recognizes  the  same  principles 
— the  same  rights — the  same  duties — of  which  I  have  shewn 
the  recognition  in  so  many  other  states. 

•'  The  governor  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  in  case  of  an  in* 
vasion,  rebellion,  or  insurrection  toilhin  this  state,  'XT'or  any  of  the  neigh- 
bouring states,  to  call  into  service  [Cy^*  such  part  of  the  mililia  by  classes,  as 
to  him  shall  seem  necessary  ;  and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  governor 
of  this  state,  on  any  insurrection,  rebellion,  or  invasion,  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  brigade  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  issue  his  orders 
io  call  out  such  part  of  the  militia  as  he  may  judge  immediately  necessaryJ'Hf 

The  provisions  of  the  militia  law  of  Maryland  are  equally 
strong  and  unequivocal. 

**  In  all  cases  where  a  militia  man  may  be  drafted  to  perform  a  tour  of  duty- 
under  the  laws  of  this  state,  [JU*  he  shall  be  considered  as  a  soldier,  and  rrF*li- 
cble  to  all  the  duties  as  such,  unless  he  shall  furnish  a  substitute :  and  the  lieute- 
nant-colonel of  the  regiment,  or  commanding  officer  of  the  extra  battalion,  as  the 
case  may  be,  to  which  he  may  belong,  shall  be  the  sole  judges  of  the  qualificatioft- 
of  said  substitute;  and  rj;^  may  receive  or  reject  him  at  their  disereiion.^^H 

*  Idem,  page  442.  f  Idem,  page  443- 

Ij  Purrlon's  Abridgment  of  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  p  331, 

i  Id*'m,p.  384.  **  Idem.  p.  335, 

ft  Laws  of  Delaware,  (Wilmington.  1793,)  p.  213. 

^  Keith's  Iia\73  of  Marylaad,  yoi.  II.  1793,  chap,  c. 
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"  //■  a  sudden  invasion  shall  be  made  into  any  60unly  in  this  state,  or  in  case  of 
on  insurrtction  in  any  county,  the  commanding  officer  in  such  covntv  is  lutrby 
ALlliORIbED  A iND  RECit  I  RED  to  order  ouZ  THE  WHOLE,  or  such  part 
qf  hit  mil  ilia  as  he  may  think  necessary,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  nay  tj  ink  best, 
for  reptlliiig  such  invasion,  or  ^upp!et?ing  such  iiisurrf-clioii ;  and  stinli  ca'l  oo 
the  comnDuinding  officers  oi  rrgjmf^niR  in  tlic  adjacput  cf'Uiitic.-»"for  Fuch  aid  as  he 
may  think  necetsary  ;  nho  sfiull  /orthnilh  in  likt  niunner  furnLh  the  saTnc.''"\ 

By  the  militia  law  of  Ihe  state  of  Georgia,  every  male  citi- 
zen, who  has  reeiclcd  vithin  ihe  siate  fur  <Oi  r/at/»s  if  of  ihe 
proper  age,  is  shlject  to  jjerform  military  ciuty.§  This  canics 
the  right  of  society  to  coerce  the  citizen  to  military  duty  in 
public  defence,  to  the  utmost  extent. 

The  duty  of  the  governor,  in  the  case  of  ingurreclion  or  in- 
vasion, is  as  explicitly  ;.nd  unequivocally  stated  in  the  militia 
law  of  Georgia,  ^%  in  the  laws  already  quoted: — 

"  His  excellency  the  governor  is  hereby  empowered  to  assemble  an  J 
embody  [^y^  such  jiarl  ufthe  militia  of  the  state  as  he  may /rem  time  to  lime 
liiiiik  7i€ctssarif,  to  rejtl  any  iniasicn,  insurrection,  or  rcitllion,  viLicli 
may  happen  within  tlje  same,  and  to  order  s-uch  officers  to  coDimand  the 
said  militia  us  be  may  £ee  tit."7 

Kentucky  has  been  equally  mindful  of  the  great  duty  of 
making  adequate  provision  for  the  public  safety,  with  her  «islcr 
estates  : 

"  Every  ablc'bodied  male  cittsen,  of  this  or  any  of  the  United  Slates,  rind- 
ing in  this  state,  uho  is  of  the  age  of  eighteen  and  under  for  ty-fve^  thall  be 
enrolled  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  company  within  whose  bounds 
he  may  reside."** 

"  The  governor  shall  have  potcer  to  call  forth  such  parts  of  the  militia  as 
he  may  judge  necessary,  in  time  of  war,  inrasiun,  or  insurrection,  or  when 
the  danger  may  be  such  that  the  public  safety  shall  require  it. 

"  The  militia  when  in  the  service  of  this  state,  shall  be  governed  by  the  ar- 
ticles of  war,  uhich  shall  be  in  force  in  ihe  continental  army?^* 

By  the  law  of  Rhode  Island,  like  the  others  I  have  quoted, 
the  militia,  when  in  actual  service,  are  regarded  as  soldiers,  and 
subject  to  martial  lav; — 

*'  Whenever  the  military  force  of  this  state,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall 
be  called  into  actual  service,  {Xj^"  it  shall  be  subject  to  the  articles  of  war, 
prescribed  by  congress  for  the  government  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States."t 

X  Ibid  5  Digest  of  Laws  of  Georgia,  page  460. 

If   Idem,  page  465. 

*  *  Toulmin's  Laws  of  Kentucky,  p.  78. 

*  Idem   p.  80. 

•}•  Public  Laws  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Pror» 
dence,  1793.    Page  440. 
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Tliese  are,  as  I  have  already  observed,  all  the  states  whose 
statute  laws  I  have  been  able  to  procjre.  They  are,  I  presume, 
adeq;jtte  to  the  pur()ose.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  similar 
provisions  exist  in  all  the  others* 


CHAPTER  LXVII. 

Power  of  Congress  to  call  out  the  Militia.     The  usual  mode  of 
drafting  ofpressive^  unequal^  and  unjust. 

My  setond  position  is,  "  that  the  power  of  congress  to  call 
forth,  and  order  the  era[>loyraent  of,  the  militia,  is  as  clearly  es- 
tablished as  any  other  power  vested  in  that  body." 

The  2;eneral  defence  of  the  nation  is  conSded  to  congress. — 
This  is  their  incumbent  duty.  The  mear.s  and  power  to  per- 
form this  ihiiy  are  vested  in  them  by  the  constitution.  They 
are  Jiuthorised  and  empowered 

**  To  raise  and  support  armies."' 

The  exercise  of  this  power  has  not  been,  nor  can  it  be,  called> 
in  question.     They  are  further  authorised  and  empowered — 

^^  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  ezecule  the  laws  of  the  union  f 
suppress  insurrections  ;  and  repel  invasions.^^ 

I  beg  the  reader  will  carefully  examine  this  clause  over  and 
over.  It  refjiiires  the  mos<  serious  and  so»ier  reflection.  Here 
is  a  clear,  explicit  and  most  unequivocal  power  given  to  the 
general  government  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  cill  forth  the  militia  in  three  snecified  cases.  One  is  "  to  re- 
pel  invasion.''*  The  country  was  ^^  invaded,''^  during  the  last 
war.  And  yet  every  atfpmpt  to  carry  this  power  into  opera- 
tion, in  the  mode  most «  fifieient  and  least  burdensome,  was  op- 
posed and  defeated  by  men  of  high  standing,  great  talents,  and 
professing  a  sacred  regard  to  the  honour  and  interests  of  their 
country  ! !  !  And  the  whole  of  the  opposition  rested  on  the  ab- 
surd, the  untf'nable  ground  of  the  measure  being  '"''unconstitu- 
tional."'* And  this  n  retched  pretext  was  blindly  admitted  and 
defended  by  a  large  !>ortion  of  our  citizens  \  It  will  be  difficult 
for  nosterity  to  give  credence  to  the  existence  of  such  misera- 
ble folly  on  the  part  of  their  anceslois^  who  had  nearly  put  oa 
record  the  modest  dec! ^ration,  that  they  were  the  most  enlights 
eaed  uation  on  the  surface  of  the  globe. 

B:k2 
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As  a  specimen  of  the  declamation  used  on  this  subject,  T  an- 
nex a  short  extract  from  a  speech  delivered  by  Cyrus  King, 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 

*'  If  what  I  have  urged,  will  not  induce  you  to  arrest  the  progress  of  this  bill, 
1  appeal  to  you,  I  beseech  you,  as  friends  to  humanity,  to  spare  the  tears  which 
the  passage  of  this  bill  will  cause  to  flow  !  I  appeal  to  you  ag  fathers,  by  every 
endearing  tie  which  binds  you  to  your  children,  not  to  deprive  the  aged  parent  of 
the  child  of  his  youth  !  the  support  and  solace  of  his  declining  years  !  lest  you 
bring  his  grey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave  !  /  entreat  you  tc  make  the  case 
your  own  !  suppose  a  darling  child  !  an  only  son  snatched  from  you  by  the  scourge 
of  war  !  in  the  langvage  of  grief  and  of  nature,  you  would  exclaim  :  "  would  to 
Cod  I  had  died  for  thee,  O  Absalom,  my  son  !  my  son  /" 

This  was  the  miserable  rant  by  which  our  fathers  and  our 
mothers — our  wives  and  our  children — our  towns  and  our  cities 
were  deprived  of  protection,  and,  but  for  the  peace,  would  have 
been  delivered  defenceless  to  the  enemy  ! 

Mr.  Miller,  of  New^-York,  was  equally  eloquent  in  his  denun- 
eiation  of  this  system.  I  lay  before  the  reader  a  specimen  of 
the  cogent  and  convincing  arguments  he  used  :— 

*'  J  object^  sir,  to  the  whole  system  offeree  and  coercion  ;  and  eoniend  that 
wider  this  constitution  you  have  no  right  to  raise  armies  except  by  voluntary 
tnlistmeni ;  and  further^  that  if  you  had  the  rights  it  icould  not  be  discreet  to 
exercise  it  J* 

*'  The  plan  which  gentleracn  wish  adopted  is  conRcription  !  They  call  it  classi- 
Jication  and  penalty — clasnf  cation  and  draft — sir,  there  is  poison  in  the  dish  :  gar- 
nish it  as  you  please,  there  i?  poison  still.  You  call  it  classification!  I  stickle 
Bot  for  n  aroes — "  a  rose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet."  Is  this  ckiss- 
ification  ?  "  Disguise  thyself  as  ti)0u  wilt,  slavery,  still  thou  art  a  bit+er  drift." 
The  times  demand  that  things  should  be  called  by  their  right  names  [j;^'  tiiis  is 
conscription,  and  with  feature*,  more  hideous,  than  are  to  be  found  in  tue  explo- 
ded system  of  our  unfortunate  cousin  of  Elba. 

*'  By  this  system  the  people  of  tliese  United  Slates,  will  be  instantly  and/orn^/j/ 
transformed  into  soldiers — the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  must  be  abardonrd,  for  the 
perils  and  vexations  of  a  camp  !  Our  peaceful  occupations  must  be  fofFaken.  The 
Merchant  must  quit  hi?  counting  bouse  •  the  fanner  his  plough  ;  the  mechanic  his 
work  shop;  the  professional  roan  his  pursuits—  all,  all  must  become  soldiers  ! — 
Our  sons  and  our  brothers,  tho-e  who  are  to  be  the  "  future  men"  o'"  this  coun- 
try, instead  of  laying  the  foiiudation  for  future  usefulness,  must  be  subjertvd  to 
the  moral  and  physical  evils  of  a  camp.  All  the  habits  of  domestic  life  must  be 
annihilated,  and  all  its  endearments  outraged  or  disregarded  The  husband 
Bust  be  torn  from  his  wife  and  children,  and  the  child  forcibly  separated  from 
society  and  protection  of  his  parents.  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  pause  before  they 
venture  upon  a  system  like  thi?. 

"  Thii  plan  violates  the  consUtvtion  ffyour  country  ;  it  invades  the  rights  of 
the  state  govori.ments  ;  it  is  a  direct  infringement  of  their  sovereignty  ;  it  con- 
centj^tes  all  power  in  the  general  governmen*,  and  deprives  the  states  of  their 
*'  ne'cessarj  ^f'curity  "  It  does  away  all  claim  tc  personal  freedom  ;  it  is  a  dar- 
ing attempt  <)pon  fhe  rights  and  liberties  of  this  people. 

'I  Armies  are  the  forces  of  the  Unite(f  States,  with  which  they  are  to  carry  on 
their  wars  ;  and  are  subject  to  ihpir  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  controul.  Btit  the 
viiUiia  art  the  state  troops^  nhieh  congress  have  no  pmer  to  raise  !  !  !    They  are  a 
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force  existing,  known  and  aclvOowif?dged  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  con- 
stitution p^stin^  without  the  ;Ti<J  or  concurrence  of  the  genenil  government. 
The  general  power  over  the  militia  resides  in  Vie  stales  ;  a  particular  authority  for 
object*  deiiued,  was  carved  out  of  that  general  power,  and  granted  to  the 
United  States.'" 

When  the  reader  has  attentively  perused  all  this  rhapsody, 
and  is  almost  oonvinced  of  the  frightful  despotism  which  was 
preparing  to  swallow  up  our  freedom  and  happiness,  in  order  to 
calm  the  ebullitions  of  his  indignation — to  restore  his  tran- 
quillity— be  has  only  to  read  two  lines  of  the  constitution  grant- 
ing the  power,  and  dictating  the  duty  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, "^0  call  forth  the  militia,  to  repelinvasiofi.^^  Let  him 
then  ascertain  the  fact,  that  the  country  was  actually  invarkdat 
the  very  time  when  Mr.  Miller  so  confidently  in  the  face  of  the 
constitution,  dared  to  assert  that  "  the  miiitia  are  the  state 
troops,  which  congress  have  no  power  to  raise.''"'  When  he  has 
proceeded  thus  far,  he  will  soon  be  convinced  that  all  the  long, 
declamatory  and  inflammatory  speeches  on  this  subject,  which 
occupied  so  many  weeks  of  the  time  of  congress,  were  mere 
"  sound  and  fury. ^'' 

To  return.  The  constitution  further  authorises  the  gene- 
government—^ 

"  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia;  ani 
for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Uni" 
ted  Stales:* 

This  last  power  is  merely  limited  and  qualified  by  the  reser- 
vation to  the  several  states  to  the  right  of  appointing  the  officers, 
and  of  training:  the  men.     The  limitation  is  in  these  words  : 


*© 


"  Reserving  to  the  states  respectively  the  appointment  of  the  oflBcers,  and  the 
authority  of  training  the  militia,  accoiding  to  the  discipline  proposed  by  coit- 
gress." 

A  calm  and  candid  review  of  these  clear  delegations  of  pow- 
er, cannot  fail  to  result  in  a  conviction,  that  in  all  cases  of  ob- 
structions to  the  laws — of  insurrection — vr  invasion — the  richt, 
the  power,  and  the  duty  of  congress,  to  order  out  the  militia,  is 
as  clear  a  right,  power,  and  duty,  as  ever  were  conveyed  or  or- 
dained by  any  instrument,  public  or  private.  It  follows,  that 
the  attempt  to  defeat  this  grant  of  power,  was  anti  federal  and 
factious,  and  had  a  tendency  to  destroy  the  government. 
7;.I  SH^ALT.  m)w^i*ofceed  to  prove  my  third  point,  *•  that  the 
morfe  otdrafifins:  the  militia  prescribed  i)y  the  militia  laws  of 
the  several  states,  is  oppressive,  unequal  and  unjust." 

In  nearly  all  the  states,  as  we  have  seen,  the  governor  is  em- 
powered, in  certain  specified  cases,  to  call  the  militia  into  ser- 
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vice,  in  such  numbers  and  proportions  as  he  may  judge  proper. 
He  possesses  plenary  discretion  ry  |)o\vers.  lie  may  r:"*sethe 
whole  in  three  or  four  counties,  or  he  may  divide  them  equally 
among  all  the  counties  in  the  state. 

This  discretionary  power  is  highly  exceptionable  on  the 
ground  of  favouritism,  and  is  in  direct  hostility  with  the  gene- 
ral spirit  of  all  oar  institutions,  which  universally  define  duties 
and  limit  powers  with  great  precision.  It  will  not,  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  it  is  Kable  to  considerable  abuse. 

But  I  shall  not  consider  the  danger  of  its  abuse.  The  discus- 
sion of  'his  objection,  great  and  powerful  as  it  is,  does  not  come 
■within  my  present  plan.  1  shall  8U{)Dose  the  power  exercised 
with  soun<l  judgment  and  strict  impartiality,  so  far  as  the  latter 
requisite  is  compatible  with  the  present  system.  It  is  slill  lia- 
ble to  the  most  serious  and  solid  objections.  It  is  radically  and 
incurably  defective.  Its  operation  is  unjust,  unequal,  and  op- 
pressive.    Let  us  examine  how  it  is  carried  into  operation. 

Supposing  there  are  ten  counties  in  a  state,  each  containing 
10,000  militia — and  that  the  presence  of  an  invading  foe  indu- 
ces the  president  to  make  a  caI!  upon  the  governor  for  a  draft 
of  5,000  men.  It  is  ol)vious,  that  the  most  equitable  and  impar- 
tial m<u'e  of  drafting  them,  according  to  the  present  miserable 
system,  will  be,  to  make  a  requisition  of  500  out  of  each  coun- 
ty. But  the  call  is  generally  made  on  two  or  three  neighbour- 
hoods, as  near  to  the  place  of  danger  as  possible,  while  the  re- 
mainder of  the  state  is  wholly  exempt.  The  extreme  op|)res- 
sior*  und  injustice  of  tljis  mode  is  too  palpable  to  require  enforce- 
ment. Audit  is  impossible  to  remove  the  radical  injustice  of 
this  plan  ;  for  in  whatever  way  they  are  drawn,  the  burden,  the 
risk  «>f  health  and  life,  the  sacrifice  of  business,  the  expenses  of 
a  camp,  and  all  the  other  disadvantnges  of  military  dutj^  which 
©ught  to  be  borne  or  paid  for  equally  by  100,000  persons,  falls 
exclusively  on  .'»,000.  It  is  imnossible  for  the  human  mind  to 
eoni-tiveof  any  system  more  unequal,  more  unjust,  more  ab- 
surd, or  more  contemptible.  Five  thousand  citizens  bear  al!. 
the  burden  of  military  service,  for  the  protection  of  95,000,  who 
neither  run  risk,  incur  expenses,  nor  suffer  any  inconvea^ 
ience ! 

It  is  an  arduous  task  to  impress  the  vublic  mind  with  a  cor- 
rect sensip  of  th^  folly  or  aV  surdity  of  laws  or  customs,  .which 
have  "^rowrt  wilhth;  srrowth''  of  society.  Thh  repders  it  diffi- 
cult, in  all  countries,  to  o"*iiri  a  fair  or  i^atien*  hearing  for  argu«' 
meals  ajrainst  the  established  order  of  things,  ho\\ever  contrary 
to  reason,  common  s^nse,  or  co:jimon  justice.  But  let  us  in  or- 
der to  display  the  injustice  of  this  wretched  principle,  extend  it- 
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to  the  affair  of  taxatiaa.     This  will  reader  it  more  palpable  and 
striking.     Suppose  a  law  were  passed  to  oblio;e   5,000  mea   to 
pay  all  the  taxes  of  95,000  others,  who  were  thems  Ives   to  be 
totally  exem;)t  from  taxation  I   What  an  uproar  would  it  not  ex 
cite !  The  cl'iraour  would  be  loud  and  general  vvith  the    parties 
that  suifered  the  injustice,  who  would  by  force  resist   the  opera- 
tion of  it.     Yet  the  injustice  of  such  a  law  is  far  inferior  to  that 
of  the  existing  militia  system,  to  which  we  su!)mit  without  mur- 
mjr,  but  were  of  late  senselessly  ready  to  rise  in  insurrection, 
to  prevent  any  melioration  if  such  vile  oppression  !    I  say  infe- 
rior ;  because  the  burden  of  military  service   is   far   more    op- 
pressive than  Hie  burden  of  taxation.      If  this  do  not  prove  the 
propriety,  truth,  and  justice  of  our  claim  to  the  the  title  of  '^  the 
most  enlightened  nation  in  the  w^orld,"  I  am  afraid  it  will  never 
be  established. 


CHAPTER  LXVIII. 

Inefficiency  of  militia  generally.  Extravagantly  expensive, — ' 
Gcnsral  JVaskington's  testimony  on  the  subject  full  and  com" 
plete. 

My  fourth  position  is,  that  "  the  force  thus  drafted  is  geQ« 
erally  inefficient,  and  ruinously  expensive." 

At  present,  the  militia  are  collected  together  in  a  disorderly 
and  irregular  manner.  The  materials  are  as  discordant  and  in- 
coherent as  the  mind  can  conceive.  They  are  unaccustomed 
to  discipline — they  have  very  loose  ideas  on  the  subject  of  sub- 
ordination. They  have  little  experience — less  military  skill 
— little  confidence  in  themselves— little  in  their  officers — and 
their  officers  are  not  so  void  of  justice  as  to  lavish  any  large 
portion  of  confidence  on  them.* 

Suppose  them,  thus  assembled,  thus  officered,  thus  qualified 
— to  encounter  a  disciplined  foe  of  half  their  numbers,  [CT^  in 

*  "  To  place  any  dependence  on  mililia,  is  assuredly  resting  upon  a  broken  staff 
—men  just  dragged  from  the  tender  scenes  of  doraesticlife— unaccustomed  to  the 
din  of  arms — totally  unacquainted  with  every  kind  of  military  skill ;  which  be- 
ing followed  by  a  want  of  confidence  in  them-elves,  when  opposed  to  troops  reg- 
ularly trained,  disciplined,  and  appointed,  superior  in  knoTvledce  and  superior  in 
arras,  maVes  them  timid  and  ready  to  fly  fiom  their  own  shadows — besides  the 
sudden  change  in  their  manner  of  living,  (particularly  in  the  lodging)  brings  on 
sickness  in  many,  impatience  in  all,  and  suck  an  unconquerable  desire  of  rftuming 
to  their  respective  homes,  that  it  not  only  produces  shameful  and  scandalous  deser- 
tions among  themselves,  hut  infuses  the  like  spirit  into  others.''^  General  Washliig- 
t'i)n'£  letters,  Loudon  edition,  vol,  I.  p^.ge  270. 
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tJu  open  field.  And  we  musrt  take  the  open  field  into  onr  calcu- 
lation. Lamentable  would  be  the  issue.  On  the  one  side 
would  be  a  band  of  hardened  desperadoes,  inured  to  slaughter — 
reposing  full  reliance  in  their  officers — and  marching  forward 
with  that  confidence  in  themselves,  which  is  the  harbinger  and 
presage  of  victory.  On  the  other,  men  utterly  undisciplined 
— distrusting  efch  other,  and  distrusting  themselves — and  un- 
der officers  chosen,  in  most  cases,  not  for  their  military  talents 
and  endowments,  but  for  companionable  qualities,  which,  how- 
ever agreeable  in  the  social  circle,  are  of  no  avail  in  the  tent- 
ed field. 

The  mind  sickens  at  the  contemplation  of  the  result.  No- 
thing short  of  a  miracle,  can  render  it  prosperous  to  the  mili- 
tia. The  chances  are  immensely  against  them.  They  may 
be  Si  id  literally  to  be  led  to  slaughter — the  result  being  gener- 
ally a  most  frightful  carnage. 

There  is  a  further  consideration,  which  greatly  enhances  the 
horror  of  this  contemplation.  The  materials  of  the  two  hos- 
tile bodies  are  as  diflerent  as  can  be  conceived.  On  one  side 
are  to  be  seen,  in  the  ranks,  some  of  the  most  invaluable  of  our 
citizens,  men  with  large  families,  whose  whole  future  hap|>ines8 
de{»ends  on  their  preservation — future  Washingtons,  or  Frankr- 
lins,  or  Livingstons,  or  Dickinsons.  On  the  other,  a  congeries 
of  the  refuse  of  society  in  all  parts  of  Europe.  What  a  con- 
trast !  It  is  in  fact  a  game  of  hazard,  at  which  guineas  are 
staked  against  cents — and  at  which  it  is  impossible  ever  to  e- 
qualize  the  stakes. 

That  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  world  are  destitute  of  per- 
sonal courage — and  that  some  of  the  worst  are  abundantly  sup- 
plied with  it,  is  well  known  to  ever}/  man  who  has  even  but 
superficially  reflected  on  human  nat'ire.  Courage  is  a  consti- 
tutional quality,  which,  when  not  imparted  by  nature,  can  hard- 
ly ever  he  acquired.  And  it  therefore  fo'lows,  that  in  these 
compulsory  embodyings  of  militia,  there  will  be  often  found 
men  who,  however  useful  they  may  be  in  civil  life,  are  wholly 
unsuitable  for  the  Ccimp.  Inability  to  pay  for  a  substitute,  or  a 
false  shame,  may  lead  many  •  f  these  men  to  obey  the  summons 
to  the  field.  But  when  the  clangour  of  arms  sounds,  nature, 
whose  voice  has  been  disregarded,  asserts  her  sway.  Ten  men 
of  this  description  may,  by  spreading  a  panic,  cause  the  defeat 
of  an  entire  army. 

In  political  economy,  as  in  all  other  sciences,  it  may  be  laid 
down  as  an  incontrovertihle  maxim,  that  whenever  there  is  a 
strong  and  striking  opposition  between  fact  and  theory,  the  lat- 
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tcr  is  a  fallacious  guide,  which  canaot  fail  to  lead  its  votaries 
asli  y.     Theories  siapijurled  by  facts,  rarely  mislead. 

The  American  fevolution  is  fraught  with  f.  cts  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  militia,  which  hold  out  the  most  unerring  admoni- 
tions. 

The  letters  of  General  Washington  to  congress  are  replete 
■with  C'>m<»lditiis  of  Cm^  ruinous  resuits,  and  of  the  ineflftciency, 
of  'he  miiilia  system  of  the  I'nited  Slates.  They  fully  jjrove, 
m-'^eover,  that  the  co&^'  of  miiitia  service  is  extravagantly  high 
—  lid  thai  a  de  >eudence  on  miiitia  for  regular  or  continued 
48fervice,  is  attended  with  the  utmost   danger. 

i  liere  is  no  authoriiy  on  any  subject  whatever,  more  com- 
miu4n:j;,  or  more  decisive,  than  that  of  General  Washing -on, 
lij  uii  miiilia  defence.  In  no  nation  was  it  ever,  as  tar  as  I 
kno-',  more  fuily  and  cora;detely  essayed,  than  in  the  'United 
Stiies,  during  the  war  that  eventuated  in  the  acknowledgment 
of  their  independence.  No  man,  therefore,  ever  h  id  a  fairer 
opportunity  of  judging  on  this  topic — and  there  is  no  man  on 
whose  judgment  more  reliance  could  be  placed. 

As  this  is  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  this  nation — as  our 
happiness,  and  that  of  our  posterity,  as  well  as  the  safety  nnd 
independence  of  the  counfiy,  may,  and  probably  will  depend 
upon  a  correct  system  of  defence,  I  have  judged  it  prosjer  to 
produce  the  most  ample  display  of  the  general's  experience  on 
the  subject. 

An  examination  of  the  dates  will  shew  that  the  evils  com- 
menced with  the  very  dawn  of  the  revolution.  For  the  first 
complaint  of  the  general  is  contained  in  a  letter,  dated  July  lOj 
1773,  not  two  months  after  the  battle  of  Lexington. 

July  lOth,  1775. 
"  All  the  general  officers  agree,  that  no  dependence  can  be  put  on  the  militia^ 
for  a  continuance  in  camp,  or  regularity  and  discipline  during  the  short  time  they 
inay  stayy* 

July  \Aih,  1775. 

"  From  some  authentic  and  later  advices  of  the  state  of  tht^  ministerial  troops, 
and  the  great  inconvenience  of  calling  on  Vte  militia  in  the  midst  a  f  harvest,  I  have 
been  induced  for  the  preseiit  to  waive  it."f 

February  9tJt.  1776. 

"  Though  I  am  sensiMe  that  we  never  have,  since  that  period  been  able  to  act 
npon  the  offensive,  apfl  nt  times  not  in  a  condi' ion  to  defend,  yet  the  coi^tof 
marching  home  omc  set  of  men— bringing  in  another— the  ha.vac  and  ivaste  occasion- 
ed by  thefrst — the  repairs  necessary  for  the  fecmd—nilha  thousand  incidental 
charges  and  inconveniences  which  liave  arisen,  and  which  it  is  scarcely  possible 

*  Official  Lett«r«  to  the  honourable  the  American  Congresp.  written  du^^ing  the 
war  b^-tw^en  the  United  Statf  s  and  Great  Britaia^  by  his  excellency  Geoeml 
Washington.     Ijondon,  1795  :  vol.  I.  p.  7. 

f  IdeiUf  page  9. 
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cillier  to  recollect  or  describe—  amount  to  near  as  muck  as  ike  Titeping  tip  a  res- 
pad'hle  hudj)  nf  tro<^ps  the  whole  time,  ready  far  any  ernerQevcy,  n  mid  have  done. 
To  bring  men  wl^  acqu  inted  with  tlie  duh»  s  of  a  soldier.  rfqijii<<^  tiuie  Tb 
■briigtlirm  under  projer  discipline  snd  suhcrdinrition,  not  on:)- rt'quire«;  tmic, 
but  is  a  work  of  great  difficulty  ;  and  in  Uuk  arijiy,  where  lliere  is  so  little  dis- 
tinction between  tlie  officers  and  soldiers,  requires  an  uncommon  degiee  of  attea- 
tJon"* 

"  A?;ain,  men  of  a  day's  stardinp  will  not  look  forward  :  and  from  experience 
we  find.  thai,  oj  the  time  approaches  for  their  discharge  they  grow  careless  of  their 
erriit,  ammunition,  camp  utensils,  ice  Nay.  even  the  barruclvs  them*;*  Ives  l;ave 
fell  iincommon  marky  of  wanton  depredatiou,  :  ncl  lay  us  undei  I'resli  tiouble  - nd 
«d«]itional  expense  in  providing  for  every  ficsh  .-et,  when  we  Snd  it  ncxi  lo  in  pos- 
tibie  to  procure  f-uch  articles  a?  are  Tibsolutely  reef  sar^  in  tlie  t  ist  in^lancp. — 
To  tliis  may  be  ad<led  tbe  seasonin?:  which  new  recruit"  ncfit  have  to  a  can^p.  and 
ihe  lo.>;s  con?eqiy;nt  tiiereupon.  But  this  is  not  ali-  JX^  nieii  eijgagi  d  lor  a 
yhoit  limited  time  only,  have  the  officers  too  murh  in  ,  .  ;  ^v  e-  ;  for.  ic  obtain 
a  deg;ree  of  popularity,  in  order  to  induce-  a  hecor.d  c  nii'tment.  a  kind  of  famil- 
iarity takes  place,  whicli  brinz?  on  a  relaxation  of  di.<c;pline,  unlicensed  furloughc 
and  ojh^r  indulgences,  incompatible  with  order  an.i  good  gove.nn  ent  "'f 

"■  Th.cre.are  yet  but  few  companies  of  the  nu'itia  come  in  rr^  This  delay 
will.  I  aw  iiuch  afraid,  frustrate  the  intention  of  tiieir  being  can.  a  upon,  as  the 
seaspti i^  filifipinl  fast  awaj  when  the;^  ma)  be  of  service."| 

'v-.v.'-v    *  J  pril  4lh,  M-76. 

**^Thear1ily  wish  the Tnoney  "bad  arrived  .«ooner,  that  the  miiitia  o/ight  bav€ 
Ibeen  paid  as  soon  a?  their  time  of  service  expired.  The  di.«appoin'ment  has  giv- 
en them  great  uneasiness,  and  they  are  gune  home  much  dissatified.''''\l 

•*  1  would  also  mPiition  to  confess,  that  the  mi'itia  reginunts  which  were  last 
sailed  upon,  in  ntalcii.g- up  their  eibstract*.  chareed  pay — the  officers,  from  the 
•time  they  received  oiders  to  raise  conipanies^apd  the  privates,  fiom  the  time 
they  respectively  engaged  to  come  or  were  called  upon,  though  they  did  not 
m?.rch  for  a  considerable  time  after— some  not  within  three,  four,  to  twenty  days, 
duna.c;  all  which  they  remained  at  home  about  their  own  privr.te  affairs,  without 
doing  any  tiling  else  than  "  preparing  for  the  march,"  ae  they  say,  by  way  of 
l)lea."ir 

July  IT/A,  1776. 

**  The  Connecticut  light  horse,  mentioned  in  «iy  letter  of  the  J)  th.  notwith- 
standing their  then  promise  to  continue  here  for  the  defence  of  this  place,  are 
now  discharged  and  are  about  to  return  home — having  peremptorily  refused  all 
kind  offatig^ie  duty,  or  even  to  mount  guard,  claiming  exemption  as  troopers. — 
Though  their  assistance  is  much  needed,  aiid  miglifbe  of  essential  service  in  case 
©f  an  attack,  yet  1  judged  it  advisable,  on  tlieir  i^pplication  and  claim  of  nich  in- 
dulgence, to  discharge  them  ;  as  granting  them  would  set  an  example  te  others, 
and  might  produce  many  ill  consequences.  The  number  of  men  included  in  the 
last  return,  by  this  is  lessened  about  five  Imndred."** 

Jug^ist  Wh,  1776. 

*' They  [the  British]  mean  to  procrastinate  th#ir  ope?  ations  for  seme  time, 
trusting  thai  Trj=>  the  militia  which  have  come  to  ou'-  succour  will  soon  become 
tired  andretuui  home,  as  is  but  too  usual  with  them." 

August.  \mh,  1776. 

"  Governor  Trumbull,  in  a  letter  of  the  1  itk,  advises  mp  that  Ward's  reiireent, 
in  the  service  of  the  sta'es.  was  on  tfap  march  to  this  army,  and  that  he  and  his 
^QwncW  o^  ^-n^fiyh^Aintht  whole  ordered  fourteen  milUia  regiments  to  reirfrrce 
fit.     Three  of  them  have  arrived,  and  amount  to  about  a  thousand  and  twenty 

*  Idem,  page  B7.  f  Id'^'m.  paee  88.  X  Idem,  page  91. 

\\  Idem,  page  1 18.  T  Ideai,  page  120.  **  idem,  page  i98. 
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men.  Vr'hea  the  whole  come  in,  we  shall  be  on  a  much  more  respectable  footing 
than  ^e  haVe  been  ;  but  I  greatly  fear,  if  the  enemy  defer  their  attempt  for  any 
co.isiJsrable  tioje,  they  nill  be  txtremdy  impatient  to  rdurn  home  ;  and  if  they 
should,  wt  shall  be  reduced  to  distress  again.''^* 

Septeviber  2d,  ntG. 

"  The  militia,  instead  of  caHjng  forth  their  utmost  efforts  to  a  brave  and  manly 
opposition  ia  ord;-r  to  repair  our  losses,  are  dismayed,  intractable  and  impatient 
to  return  Great  numbers  of  them  have  gone  off— iu  some  instances,  almost  by 
whole  reigiments,  by  half  ones,  and  by  companies  at  a  time.  This  circumstance 
of  itself,  independent  of  others,  when  fronted  iiy  a  well  appointed  enemy,  supe- 
rior in  dumber  to  our  whole  collected  force,  would  be  sufficiently  disagreeable — 
b:it,  wlien  their  example  has  infected  another  part  of  the  army — when  their  want 
of  discipline,  and  refusal  of  almost  every  kind  of  lestraint  and  government,  have 
proluced  a  like  conduct,  but  too  cora.mon  to  the  whole,  and  aa  entire  di.^rei!;ard 
of  that  order  and  subordination  necessary  to  the  well  doing  of  an  ?rmy,  and 
which  had  been  inculcated  before,  as  well  as  the  nalurt  of  our  military  establuh- 
nients  would  admit  of — our  condition  is  still  more  alarming  :  and  with  the  deepest 
concern  I  am  obliged  to  cooftss  my  want  of  conddeace  in  the  generality  of  the 
troops. 

''  A.U  tiiese  circumstances  fully  confirm  the  opinion  [  ever  entertained,  and 
\Thicij  I  more  than  once  in  my  letters  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  congress, 
that  no  dependence  could  be  put  on  militia,  or  other  troop<!  than  tiioj-e  enli-led 
r.ud  embodied  for  a  longer  period  t!>an  our  regulations  heretofore  have  prescribed. 
I  am  persuaded,  and  a?  fuliy  confirmed  as  I  am  of  any  one  fact  tiiat  has  happened, 
that  our  liberties  must  of  necessity  be  grcitly  hazarded,  if  not  entirely  lost,  if  their 
defrnce  is  left  to  any  but  a  permanent  standing  army — I  mean  one  to  exist  during 
the  war.  IVof  would  the  expense  iocdent  to  the  support  of  such  a  body  of 
troops  as  would  be  compet<^Dt  to  almost  every  exigency,  far  exceed  tliat  whioh  is 
daily  incurred  by  calling  in  succour,  and  new  enlistments,  wliich,  when  effected, 
sre  not  attended  with  any  good  consequences  Men  who  have  been  dee,  and 
subjoct  to  no  control,  cannot  be  reduced  to  order  in  an  instant ;  and  the  privi- 
leges and  exeniptions  they  claim  and  will  have,  influence  the  conduct  of  oJiers  ; 
aud  the  aid  deriv  ^d  from  them  is  nearly  counterbalanced  by  the  disorder,  irregu- 
larity, and  confusion,  they  occasion  "f 

-  September  Ath^  1776. 

"  The  militia,  under  various  pretence?,  of  sickness,  ^::c.  are  daily  diminishing ; 
atid  ia  a  little  time,  I  am  persuaded,  their  number  rdll  be  very  inansiderable  "| 

September  Sth,   J  776. 

♦'  The  militia  from  Connecticut  is  reduced  from  6000  to  2000,  aud  in  a  few 
days  will  be  merely  nominal.  The  arrival  of  some  Maryland  troops,  (kc  from 
the  flying  camp,  iias  in  a  great  degree  supplied  the  loss  of  men  ,  but  =  he  ammuni- 
tion they  have  carried  away  will  be  a  loss  sensibly  felt.  The  impulse  for  going 
Iiom?  was  so  irresistible,  it  answered  no  purpose  to  oppose  it  Though  I  would 
Dot  disciiarge,  I  have  been  obliged  t©  acquiesce  ;  and  it  affords  one  more  laielaa- 
choly  proof,  how  delusive  such  dependencies  are.''^ 

September  20lh,  1776. 

"  It  is  a  melancholy  and  paiaful  consideration  to  those  wiio  are  concerned  io 
tine  work,  and  have  the  command,  to  be  forming  armies  constantly,  and  to  be  left 
by  troops  just  when  they  begin  to  deserve  the  uame,  or  perhaps  at  a  moment  when 
an  important  blow  is  expected.  "|| 

September  2  Uh,  1776, 

"  The  thirteen  militia  regiments  from  Connecticut  being  reduced  to  a  little  more 
than  7(>0  men,  rank  and  file,  fit  for  duty,  I  have  thougi.t  proper  to  discharge  the 

whole,  to  save  the  states  the  immense  charge  that  would  arise  for  officers'  pay. 

There  are  jnany  militia  too,  that  liave  just  come  in,  and  on  their  way  from  that 
ptate,  none  of  whom  are  provided  with  a  tent,  or  a  single  camp  utensil.  TliiB 
This  distresses  me  beyond  measure."ir 

*J  lem,  prige  233.  f  Idem,  page  24  ^  |  Idem.  p3ge2i6. 

§  Idem,  page  255.  j|  Idem,  page  2G5.  i  idem,  page 267, 
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September  24/A,  ilTir. 

*'  Agaia :  men  accujloraed  to  unbounded  freedom  and  no  cculroi,  cvmnot  brook 
the  restraitit  wi.icb  is  iudi>ptrjsabl>  necessary  lo  the  good  ordei  aiid  govc  rr;n;ent 
of  an  ainiy;  williout  whieli  liceutiouM)iss  and  tvery  kind  of  disorder  reign  To 
briiig  men  to  a  j^roper  degree  of  f-ubordination  is  not  the  work  oi  a  da^ ',  a  nionth, 
ortvcn  a  year,  and  ur.))appiiy  for  us  and  the  cause  we  arc  engajied  in,  tiie  little 
dis-'.ipiin;'  1  have  been  laboui.g  to  establish  in  the  army  under  my  immediate  com- 
mand is  in  a  manner  done  away  by  having  such  a  mixture  of  troojiS  as,  have  beei> 
called  together  within  these  few  months."* 

*'  Relaxed  and  unfit  as  our  rules  and  regulations  of  war  are  for  the  government 
of  an  army,  the  militia  (tho^e  properly  so  called,  for  of  these  we  have  two  sorts — 
the  six  montlis'  men,  and  those  t«  nt  in  for  temporary  aid)  do  not  think  ihemtelvcE 
£uhj»'ct  to  them,  iind  therefore  take  hberiies  the  soldier  is  punishfd  foi-.  This 
t-reales  jealou^y  ;  jealousy  beget;  dissatislaction  ;  and  tiitse  h)  dtgrees  ripen  into 
iiiutiny,  keepiiig  the  whole  army  in  a  c  nfused  and  disordered  stale — rendering 
the  time  of  those  Avho  wi.h  to  see  regul:;rity  and  good  oroei  prevail,  more  un- 
happy than  wo.  ds  can  describe.  Besides  thiS,  such  rejiealed  tiiai.ge.s  tcke  place, 
that  all  arraniioiient  is  set  at  nought,  and  the  constant  iactuatitin  of  th  ngs  de- 
j-anges  eveiy  pian  as  fa.vt  as  adopted  The.^e,  sir,  congress  may  be  assured  are 
but^a  small  part  of  the  iucunvei;iences  wldciMiiight  be  enumerated,  atid  attributed 
ID  u:ilitia  .  but  there  is  one  tliat  Oierits  pvvriieuiar  attention,  and  tliat  is  expense. 
Certain  I  am,  that  it  wovld  be  cheaper  to  keep  fifty  on  a  iiundred  thou- 

SANU     IN    constant    PAY,    THAN  TO    DEPEND  II  ON  i'.ALF    THE    NUMBER,  AND  SLTFLY 

THE  OTHER  HALF  CCCAS10NAI.LY  BY  .MTLiTiA  1  he  time  tiiC  litter  fccc  in  pay  bei'cre 
and  after  they  vre  in  camp  assembling  o/sd  marching — the  waste  of  aca.  unitior, 
thft  con.'uniption  of  Ftores,  ^vhieh,  in  spi^e  of  every  res(>!u;ieii  or  requi.<ition  of 
congress,  tney  Uiust  be  furnished  ^vitll  or  sent  t.ome,  acded  to  oti-er  :i;cidei.lal  ex- 
penses ccascqiient  upon  their  coming  and  cor.duct  in  can  p — yu!pas>es  all  idea, 
and  destrovs  every  kind  of  regularity  and  economy  wiiich  yon  cciiid  establisli 
among  fixed  ar  d  re  uiar  trooi;s.  bud  will,  in  n:y  opii;ion,  prove  (if  llie  Fcheme  is 
.adhered  to)  THE  KtiiN'  Oi  OLil  LALfcE  "f 

"  The  jealousies  of  a  standing  amiy.  and  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  one, 
are  lemote  ;  and,  in  my  jtidgmeiit,  situaud  and  tircumstanced  as  we  are,  not  at 
all  to  be  dreaded  :  but'  the  const  quente  of  wanting  one.  according  to  mj    ideas, 
■formed  from  the  present  view  of  t;)n;g!«,  is  cerlain  and  iiicviable  ruin.     r»;^  For 
if  I  was  called  upon  lo  declare  upou  oath,  whether  the  militia  have  ken  most 
serviceable  or  hurtful,  upon  ti  e  wiiole,  I  should  subscribe  to  the  irtter.     1  do  not 
mean  by  this,  however,  loarifiign  the  ccnduci  oi'  congress  :  in  so  doing>  1  should 
equally  condemn  my  own  measures,  if  1  did  ne»t  my  jurij^meit:  but  experience, 
■whj'Jns  the  best  criteiion  to  work  by,  so  miIV,  c'early,  and  deci-ively  lepro^atefi 
the  practice. of  tiustinx  ti  milUia.  that  KO  iVlAM  V^  IrO  RFUAKL."^  C-RLER, 
REbULAKITV,  \iVD   ECOIS'0^iY,  OR  HAS  A.NV  KLGAKD  i  OR  HIS 
I10^0R,  CHSRACTER,  OR  PEACE  OF   Mi>D,  WILL  RISK  THEiM 
'UPOrs  'i  HIS  IS.-t  E      An  army  foimed  by  good  otficers  moves  like  clccl-work^ 
but  there-  jS  no  situation  on  etrlh  less  enviable,  nor  n;ore  distressing,  than  that  of 
a  person  v.  ho  in  at  the  head  of  troops  who  aie  regardless  of  order  and  discipline, 
and  Avho  are  unprovided  with  aim(\«t  every  uecetsaiy.  _   In  a  word,  the  difficulties 
ivhich  have  for  evei  surrounded  me  since  I  have  been  in  the  service,  and  kept  ray 
mind  constantly  upon  the  stretch— the  wounds  which  my  feelings  (as  an  officer; 
have  received,  by  a  tliousand  things  which  have  happened  contrary  to  my  expect- 
ations and  wishes,  added  to  a  con»ciousness  of  inability  to  govern  an  army  com- 
posed of  such  discordant  parts,  and  under  such  a  variety  of  intricate  and  per- 
plexing circumstances,  induce  not  only  a  belief,  but  a  thorough  conviction  in  my 
mind,  that  it  will  be  impossible  (unless  there  is  a  thorough  change  in  our  mihtary 
system)  for  me  to  conduct  matters  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
publicjWhichisail  the  recompense  I  aim  at,  or  ever  wished  for."t: 

=*  Idem,  page  271.  f  Hero,  page  272.  4  Itlcm,  page  273. 
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Sipiemher  30,  1776. 

■'  By  a  letter  received  frotn  the  committee  of  safety  in  tiie  state  of  iVewUarop- 
i;ii:e,  I  find  a  thoasa-jd  of  their  militia  were  about  to  march  the  24tli  uitiiijo,  to 
reinforce  this  army,  in  consequence  of  the  requisition  of  congress.  I'revious  to 
t'.ieir  march,  general  Ward  writes  me,  he  was  ohlijed  to  furaish  theai  with  live 
hundred  pounds  of  powder,  and  a  thou-and  pound.-  of  niU'<ket  ball  ;  and  1  have 
little  reason  to  expect  that  they  are  better  provided  with  other  articles  tiian  they 
were  with  ammunition.  In  this  case,  tliey  wiil  only  add  to  our  present  distress', 
whi'^i  is  alreils'  far  too  srreat,  an)  becom*-  disgusted  with  the  service,  THOUGH 
THS  riME  f  HEi  WERE  EiNGAGfclD  FOR  IS  OXLV  TILL  THE  FIRST 
OF  DECE-VI3ER— this  will  injure  tueir  enlisting  for  a  longer  time,  if  not  wholly 
prevent  it  "* 

Odoher  4,  1776/ 

*'  Upon  the  present  plan  I  plainly  foresee  an  intervention  of  time  between  the 
o^d  and  new  army,  which  must  be  tilled  up  witii  militia  (if  to  be  had)  WITH 
WH:)vI  'SO  M\N,  WHO  H.\S  Ax\Y  REGARD  FOR  HIS  REPUTATIO.V, 
CAN  UNDERTAKE  10  BE.  ANSWERABLE  FOR  CONSEQUENCES."! 

October  31,  1776. 
"  Oar  army  is  decreasir.g  fa«t.     Several  gentlemen  wlio  have  come  to  caop 
within  a  few  days  have  observed  large  numbers  of  militia  returning  home  on  ths 
diiferent  roads. ":f 

November  9,  1776. 

"  I  have  little  or  no  reason  to  expect  that  the  militia  now  here  will  remain  a 

ff3.y  longer  than  the  time  they  first  engaged  for.     I  have  recommended  their  stay, 

and  requested  it  in  general  orders.     Gen.  Lincoln  and  the  Massachusetts  com- 

raissiouers  are  u«ing  thi-ir  interest  with  those  from  that  state.     But  as  far  as  I  ca.T 

j  udge,  we  cannot  rely  upon  their  staying 

I  have  no  assur aacr's  thit  more  than  a  very  few  of  the  troops  coraposi.jg  tho 
ilyiog  camp  wi.l  remi-'in  after  the  time  of  their  engagement  is  out— so  .''ar  f.-om  it, 
I  am  told  that  some  of  general  Ewing's  brigade  who  stand  engaged  totlie  first  of 
January  are  now  »,oi!ig  away."ij 

December  1, 1776. 
"  The  enemy  are  fast  approaching — some  of  them  are  now  in  sight.     A  J  the 
men  of  the  Jersey  flying  c  imp  under  general  Heard  being  applied  to  have  refused 
to  continue  longer  in  service  "jj 

Trenion,  Dec.  3,  177Q. 

*'  I  look  out  earnestly  for  the  reinforcements  from  Philadelphia  1  am  in  ho^es 
^hat  if  we  can  draw  a  good  head  of  men  together  it  will  give  spirits  to  the  militia 
of  this  state,  who  have  as  yet  afforded  me  little  or  no  assistance — nor  can  I  GnJ 
they  are  likely  to  do  muih-"1[ 

Tren'on,  December  5ik,  1776, 

_"  Sorry  I  am  to  observe,  however,  that  the  frequent  calls  upon  the  militia  of 
this  state,  the  want  of  exertion  in  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  countrv  or  a  fa- 
tal supin^ngss  and  insensibility  of  danger  till  it  is  too  late  to  prevent  an  evil  that 
was  not  only  foreseen,  but  foretold,  have  been  the  causes  of  our  late  dijo-races. 

'•  Iftlie  mi  itiaofthis  state  had  stepped  forth  in  season,  (and  timely  notice  thev 
had)  we  might  have  prevented  the  enemy's  crossing  the  Hackinsac,  althouc^h  with- 
out som-:^  previous  notice  of  the  time  and  place,  it  was  impossible  to  have  done 
this  at  the  North  river. 

"  At  Hackinsac  our  force  was  insufficient,  because  a  part  was  Elizabethtosrn,  Am- 
hoy,  and  Brunswick,  guarding  a  coast  wliich  1  tliooght  most  exposed  to  dan-^er  • 
and  at  Brunswick,  because  I  was  disappointed  in  my  expectations  of  militii,  and 
because  on  the  day  of  tfie  ene;riy's  approach  (and  probably  the  ocf-a^ion  of  it)  the 
timfi  of  the  Joj"spy  and  Maryland  brigades'  service  (xpired;  NEITHER  OF 
WHICH  WOULD  CONSENT  TO  STAY  AN  HOUR  LONGER. 

*-Idcm,  page  279.  f  Idem,  page  282.  J  Idem,  page  SOL 

{  ideal,  pa^e  324.  (i  idem,  page  3-;8.  ^  Idem',  page  33^... 
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"  These,  aafiong  ten  thousand  other  instances,  might  be  addnced  to  shew  the 
^i^adrafitages  o',  biiort  enlistments,  and  the  iillie  dependence  upon  militia  in  times 
of  real  danger. 

*'  My  first  v.ibh  is  that  Congress  may  be  convinced  of  tJie  impropriety  of  rely- 
ing upon  llie  miiitia,  and  of  the  necessity  of  raising  a  larger  standing  army  tlian 
thiittlify  have  voted.  The  saving  in  the  articles  of  sloreg,  provisions,  and  in  a 
thousand  otiier  tilings,  by  liaving  nothing  to  do  with  miiitia,  unlf!-s  in  case?  of  ex- 
traordinary exigency,  and  such  as  could  not  be  expected  in  the  coaimon  course  of 
tvents,  would  amply  snppovt  a  large  army,  which,  well  ofEcered,  w/iuld  be  daily 
improving,  irs'.tad  of  CCm^Ti^ClNG  A  DESTRUCTIVE,  EXPE?i5!VE, 
and  DISORDERLY  MOB.  I  am  clear  in  opinion,  that  it  40  000  men  had  been 
kept  in  cos.stani  pay  since,  liie  ti  i^t  commencement  of  ho<^tilitiefi.  and  the  militia 
had  been  excused  doing  duty  during  that  period,  the  continent  would  have  saved 
money.  When  1  reflect  on  the-  looses  we  have  su.>taii;p!!  ior  want  of  good  troops, 
the  certainty  of  this  is  placed  beyond  a  doubt  in  my  mind  In  such  ca«e,  the  mi- 
litia, who  have  b.-eii  harra.-sed  and  tired  by  veje-iud  calls  upon  thtni  (and  farm- 
in;^  and  manufactures  in  a  manner  suspend? d)  would  upon  any  pressing  emergency 
have  run  v.ith  alacrity  to  arm:^ ;  whereas  th:-  cry  now  is,  '^  thfy  may  as  well  !)e 
ruined  in  one  wny  as  another,"  and  with  diflncully  they  aie  cbi  lined  I  mention 
these  tiling.'^,  to  shew,  thai,  in  ^ny  opinion,  if  any  dependence  i^  plated  upon  mili' 
t.ia  anothtr  year,  congress  will  bp  deceived.  AV lien  danger  i<  n  little  removed 
from  them,  they  wilHiol  turn  ont  at  all.  When  it  come.s  home  to  them,  tlie  well 
affected,  in.'^lead  of  fi}hii:  to  auns  to  defend  themselves  are  bu<ily  employed  in 
jemoving  tiieirfHUUties  aid  effects— w  hi  i.'-t  the  dis.iffected  are  coi.ccrting  meas- 
uici>  lo  make  their  submi-cion.  and  sprcsd  tenor  and  disma)  all  arcniid,  to  induce 
vi.li' rstc  folloK-  the  example. — Daily  ex]>erieuce  and  abundant  proofs  warrant 
t:,i;  l.'iioiin-tion."* 

December  ICf/?,  1773. 

"  Thst  t' e  mint;?!  are  not  to  ba  dep-^nded  on,  or  aid  expected  from  them  l^.ut 
ffj  cose.s  of  the  most  pressing  necessity,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  Tie  f.rst  of  tliCfe 
propositions  i.*  unquestionable  :  and  fatal  experience  has  g^ven  her  sanction  to 
the  truth  of  the  latter.  Indeed  their  lethargy  of  iate  and  back\vr,rdnes8  to  tu;-n 
cut  at  this  aiarmloff  crisis  ^eem  to  justify  an  apprehension  that  nothing  can  bring 
them  from  their  homes.  For  want  of  their  assistance,  a  large  part  of  Jersey  has 
been  exposed  to  ravage  and  to  plunder;  nor  do  I  know  that  Pennrylvania  would 
share  a  better  fate,  could  general  Howe  effect  a  passage  across  the  Delaware  with 
a  respectable  force.  These  considerations  have  induced  me  to  wish  tt)at  no  reli- 
an  e  except  .«uch  as  may  arise  from  neces-Mty  should  ever  be  Imd  on  them  r.gain  ; 
and  to  ro,^ke  further  mention  to  congress  of  the  expediency  of  increasing  their  ar- 
my.    1  trust  this  measure  will  meet  their  earliest  attention  "f 

December  20,  1776. 

"Short  enlistments,  and  a  mistaken  dependence  upon  militi^.,  have  been  the 
ori2;in  of  all  our  misfortunes,  and  the  great  accuniulation  of  cur  debl."^ 

"■  We  find,  sir.  that  the  enemy  are  daily  o;athering  strengtii  from  the  disaffr-cted. 
This  strength,  like  a  snow-bali.  by  rolling,  will  increase,  unless  some  mean^  can 
be  deviled  to  check  effectuallv  llie  progress  of  the  eucmy\^  yrms  Militia  may 
possibly  do  it  for  a  little  while;  but  in  a  little  while  also,  the  mditia  oi  these 
sta^e^  which  have  been  frequently  called  upon  will  not  turn  out  at  all,  or,  if  they 
do  it  will  be  with  so  much  reluctance  and  .sloth,  as  to  amouiit  to  tiie  same  thing— 
in«t-Mce  New  Jersey  ;  witne?s  Pennsolvania  !— could  any  tnmg  but  the  river  De- 
laware have  saved  Philadelphia  ;'  Can  any  thing  (the  exigency  of  fne  case  in- 
deed mav  Ui«tify  it)  be  more  destructive  to  the  recrniling  servic.%  1  HAIN  Gl  V- 
mOTEN  DOLlIrS  bounty  for  six  WEEKS'  service  OJ  THE 


VOU  AT  LAST  AT  A  CRITICAL  MOMEi^T. 

*  Idem,  page  333.  t  Iclem,  page  346.  t  Id^ni,  page  350. 
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■*  '{^ie^e,  sir,  afe  the  niSftn  I  am'to  depend  upon  ten  days  hence ;  this  is  the  ba-- 
sis  on  wliich  vour  cause  wil!  and  must  forever  depend,  till  you  get  a  large  stand* 
iag  afLDv  suflBcieat  of  itself  to  oppose  tt:e  eneitiy."* 

•    January  1,  1777. 

"  After  much  persuasion,  and  the  exertions  of  their  officers,  half  or  a  greater 
proportion  of  those  from  the  eastward  have  consented  to  stay  six  weeks  oa  a 
Bounty  of  ten  dollars  I  feel  the  iaconveniency  of  this  advance,  and  I  know  the 
consequences  that  will  result  froia  it — bat  what  could  be  done  ?  Pennsylvania  had 
allowed  the  sanae  to  her  militia — the  troops  felt  their  importance,  and  would  have 
their  price. 'f 

January  5,  1777, 

"Their  large  picqueta  advanced  towards  Trenton — their  great  preparations 
and  some  intelligence  I  hsd  received,  ai-led  to  their  knowledge  that  the  first  of 
January  broug'jt  on  a  dissolution  of  the  best  part  of  the  army — gave  me  the 
strongest  reasons  to  conclude  that  an  attack  upon  us  was  meditating."]: 

January  7,  1777. 

"  The  severity  of  the  season  has  made  our  troops,  especially  the  militia,  e:^- 
tremely  impatient,  and  has  reduced  tlie  nuiuber  very  considerably.  Every  day 
more  or  less  leave  us."5 

Januiry  19,  1777. 

"  Tiie  fluctuating  state  cf  an  army  composed  chiefly  of  militia,  bids  fair  to  re- 
dace  us  to  the  situation  in  whicii  we  were  some  little  time  ago — that  is,  of  scarce 
hiving  any  army  at  all — except  reinforcements  speedily  arrive.  One  of  the  bat- 
talions from  the  city  of  Puiladelphia  goes  home  to  day,  and  the  ofher  two  only  " 
remiiu  a  few  days  longer  upoo  courtesy  Tiie  tima  for  wliich  a  country  brigade 
under  general  Mitilin  came  out  is  expired  :  and  they  stay  from  day  to  day  by  dint 
of  solicitation — their  numbers  much  reduced  by  desertions,  "li 

''  As  militia  must  be  our  dependence  till  we  can  get  the  new  army  raised  and 
properly  arranged.  I  must  entreat  you  to  continue  your  endeavors  with  the  states 
o'i  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  to  turn  out  every  man  they  possibly 
can,  and  for  =;ome  tirn?  longer  than  they  generally  have  stipulated  for.  IF  THEy" 
AGR.ee  for  a  month,  or  any  limited  time,  it  should  commence  from  the 
time  I  hey  actually  join  tiie  army,  and  not  from  the  time  they  leave  their  homes  : 
otherwi  -•?  the  marching  backwards  and  forwards  consumes  the  term  of  engage- 
mout."^- 

Jdnuary  22d,   1777. 

"The  necessity   that  we  have  been  and  are  now  under,  of  calling  in  and - 
arming  the  militia,  scatters  our  armory  all  over  tlie  world  in  a  manner.     Their 
cheers  are  so  irregular,  that  they  generally   suffer  their  men  to  carry   honie 
every  thing  that  is  put  into  their  hands,  which  is  forever  lost  to  the  public  "** 

February,  20tk,   1777. 

"  At  this  time  we  are  only  about  four  thousand  strong — a  force  you  will  sup- 
pose, unequal  to  a  successful  opposition,  if  they   were  not  militia,  and  far  too^ 
small  for  the  exigencies  of  our  affairs.     It  is  impossible  to  obtain   exact  returns,* 
though  they  are  daily  called  for — owing  to  the  frequent  and  almost  constant 
departure  of  ?ome  of  the  corps."ff 

Feb.  mk,  1777. 

"  1  was  in  hopes,  that,  by  the  time  the  militia  who  are  now  in  service  would^ 
i>e  discharged,  we  should  have  had  a  considerable  number  of  the  new  levies  in-; 
the  field :  but,  though  I  have  reports  from  all  quarters  of  the  great  success  of 
the  recruiting,  I  cannot  get  a  man  into  the  service.  General  Johnson's  militia 
all  go  the  5th  of  March  (many  are  gone  already)  :  and  general  IJncoln's  on  the 
15th.  These  two  bodies  form  so  considerable  a  part  of  our  force,  that,  unlegs^ 
they  are  replaced,  I  shall  be  in  a  manner  destitute.  "1^: 

*  Idem,  page  350.  f  Idem,  vol.  ii.  page  2.  i  Idem,  page  3. 

§  Idem,  page  6.  ||  Idem,  page  10.  IF  Idem,  page  II,* 

^  Weaa,  page  14,  ff  Idem,  page  31.  \\  Idemj  page  3§,' 
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MooTtsliwn,  March  I  Uh,  1777. 
*  *'  What  prospect  there  may  be  of  immediate  succours  from  other  quarter?, 
I  know  not :  but  from  the  militia  of  this  state  I  cannot  expect  to  derive  mueii 
more  aid.  Those  w^o  are  well  afiecled  have  been  so  frequently  called  from 
1  ieir  homes,  that  tiiey  are  tired  out,  and  almost  profess  an  abhorrence  of  the 
service."* 

"  By  the  paymaster's  report,  the  commissary  here  requires  an  immediate 
draft  for  a  hundred  thousand  :  and  the  militia'  returning  and  about  to  leave  camp 
a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  more.  The  expense  of  calling  on  them  so  fre- 
quently is  almost  incredible  '"f 

Morristorvn,  March  2(jlh,  1777. 
"  I  urged  governor  Trumbull  in  a  letter  of  the  6th  inst.  to  send  two  thousand 
of  his   militia  to  the  same  place.     But  sorry  I  am  to  observe,  r|;y»  the  militia 
Lave  got  tired."! 

*'  For  want  of  proper  coercive  powers,  frwn  disaffection  and  other  causes — 
the  militia  of  this  st-ite  [New-Jersey]  are  not  to  be  depended  upon. — Tiiey  are 
drawn  out  with  difficulty,  and  at  a  most  enormous  expense,  as  their  accounts 
will  shew:  THEY  COME,  YOU  CA.N  SCARCE  TELL  HOW:  THEY 
GO,  YOU  HARDLY  KNOW  WHEN.  IN  THE  SAME  PREDICAMENT 
ARE  THOSE  OF  PENN3YLVANL\."5 

"  Small  as  our  present  force  is,  it  will  be  reduced  in  a  few  days,  by  the  going 
ofFof  the  Jersey  three -months-men,  the  Cecil  county  mililia,  and  the  Virginia 
volunteers,  all  of  whom  claim  discharges  next  month  ."j| 

Jpril  23,  1777. 
"  So  early  as  the  6th  of  March,  I  wrote  to  governor  Trumbull,  earnestly  re- 
questing two  thousand  militia  to  be  sent  to  general  Mc  Dougal,  to  be  employed 
at  Peekskill  and  on  the  communication  in  West  Chester  county,  for  six  weeks. 
With  this  requisition  he  most  readily  complied,  so  far  as  his  orders  were  necefsa- 
ry,  and  (I  am  certain)  his  influence  would  extend.  This  I  have  repeated,  and 
this  supply  he  has  exerted  himself  to  furnish  :  yet  so  ineffectual  have  his  endeav- 
ours been,  that  not  more  than  eight  hundred  had  come  oat  by  general  Mc  Dou- 
gal's  return  o:i  the  17|.h  instant.  "H 
^  May  I2lh,  1777. 

"  I  would  observe,  if  the  militia  are  called  out,  it  should  be  for  a  fixed  deter 
Biinate  time  ;  for  though  they  will  certainly  retuJn  when  that  expires,  yet  that 
is  more  tolerable  than  for  them  to  go  off  in  parties  every  dfiy  as  their  whim  and 
caorice  suggest— which  has  always  been  the  case  when  the  time  is  not  stated.  I 
would  also^observe,  that  if  it  is  possible,  they  should  be  engaged  to  march  out  of 
their  states,  if  ordered.  If  their  service  is  located,  they  will  move  with  gre&t 
reluctance,  if  they  move  at  all."^* 

J^ne  2d,  1777. 
"  The  shameful  deficiency  in  all  our  armies  affords  but  too  ju^t  grounds  (or 
disagreeable  apprehensions:  if  the  quotas  assigned  the  different  stales  are  not 
immediately  filled  we  shall  have  every  thiog  to  fear.  V/e  shell  never  he  able  f» 
raid  their  force,  if  the  milHia  are  to  be  relied  on  :  ncr  do  I  know  whether  theis 
^id,  feeble  and  ine^cient  as  it  is,  is  much  to  be  expected.''^  j 

September  lih,  1777. 
"  In  respect  to  the  militia  requested,  [of  Jersey]  his  excellency  is  doubtfull 
whether  they  can  be  obtained  :  for  Governor  Livingston,  by  a  late  letter,  infc  rras, 
that  he  had  no  expectation  that  more  than  three  handred  of  the  thousand  called 
for  to  garrison  the  posts  of  the  Highlands,  would  marciu  notwithstandir.g  Le  had 
issued  orders  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  three  weeks  would  probably  elapse  be- 
fore that  number  ■sreDt."!  %  «     ,        , 

October  lih^  1777. 
*'  Since  the  action,  g;;7^  general  Formati's  brigade  of  Jersey  militia  has  quitted 
US.     The  men  began  tobe  uneasy  at  their  situation,  and  desirous  to  return  home  ■. 

*  Idem,  page  42.  +  Idem,  page  44.  \  Idem,  page  46. 

)  Idem,  page  47.  H  L'om,  page  48.  ?  Idem,  page  64. 

**  Ide»,  page  75»  If  Idem,  page  86.  tt  Idem,  page  16S. 
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ariJ  85,  by  some  Intelligence  from  general  Dickinson,  there  was  reason  to  imagine 
there  mia;ht  be  a  call  for  their  services  in  the  Jerseys,  it  was  thought  expedient*to 
gratify  their  desire."^ 

October  \3ih,  1777. 
'M  will  only  observe,  that  THE  coNSEatjHNCEs  of  calling  the  militia  into 

THE  FIELD  IN  THE  COURSE  OF  THE  WAR  HAVE  BEEN  SO  SEVERELY  AND  RlilNOUSL.V 
yELT  THAT  I  TRUST  OUR  VIEWS  WILL  NEVER  BE  rCRNED  TO  THEM  BUT  IN  CASES  OT 
THE    GREATEST  EXTREMITY."**. 

November  1st,  im . 
"  The  mililia  from  Miryland  and  Virginia  are  no  longer  to-be  counted  on  :  all 
the  former,  except  about  two  hundred,  are  already  gone  ,  and  a  few  days,    I    ex- 
pect, will  produce  the  departure  of  the  whole  or  chief  part  cf  the  latter,  from  the 
importunate  applications  which  some  ol  them  have  made  "f f 

"  Agreeable  to  my  expectations,  the  [Virginia]  militia  are  goner  sathat   we 
have  none  now  in  aid  of  the  continental  troops  but  those  of  this  state  [Peniisylva- 
ia]  mentioned  in  the  return,  and  a  few  from  Maryland. "J| 

"  The  militia  of  this  state,  supposing  they  should  be  tolerably  vigorous  in  their 
>?xertions,  will  not  be  equal  to  the  task  :  at  least  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  imprae- 
ticable,  for  t!iem  to  do  it.  It  i«  to  be  wished  tknt  such  as  can  be  drawn  out  may  be 
en ja^ei  <a  serue  THREE  MOXFHS,  or  TWO  AT  LEAST,  (if  it  can  be  ef- 
fected) after  their  arrival  in  camp  ;  and  that  a  mode  could  be  adopted  to  supply 
theirplaces  with  others  at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  should  tije  exigency  of  our 
affairs  req-.tire  it.  A  time  for  their  continuance  should  be  fixfd,  or  they  will  al- 
mayi  be  uneasy  and  pushing  off:  and  the  longer  circumstances  will  admit  it  to  be, 
ihe  better  :  for,  afier  the  period  occurs,  for  which,  ikey  come,  ii  will  ee  i.'npossibds 
to  detain  them  a  niomentV^^  ^ 

A  perusal  of  the  preceeding  extracts  can  hardly  fail  to  shake 
the  faith  of  the  most  strenuous  advocates  for  reliance  on  rnilitia 
for  general  defence.  Never  was  any  point  more  ably  or  con- 
vincingly enforced.  The  immense  importance  of  the  subject — 
the  mighty  errors  that  prevail  on  it — and  the  ruinous  conse- 
quences these  errors  may  entail  on  us — will,  I  trust,  fully  justi- 
fy me  for  such  long  details. 

The  following  positions  are  clearly  and  irresistibly  estab- 
lished ; 

1.  That  the  expense  of  militia  is  exorbitantly  great. 

2.  That  they  cannot  be  reduced  to  that  strictness  of  disci- 
pline which  is  indispensably  necessary  in  all  armies. 

3.  That  the  period  of  service  is  so  shorty  that  it  expires  be- 
fore they  can  acquire  military  skill. 

4.  That  whatever  be  the  emergency^  when  the  period  of  ser- 
vice has  expired,  the  militia  cannot  be  retained  in  service^ 
"without  solicitation  utterly  destructive  of  subordination. 

I  am  well  aware,  that  there  are  illustrious  exceptions  to  these 
obsepvations.  The  militia  have,  io  many  instances,  made  a 
grand  and  glorious  display  of  all  the  military  virtues,  in  as  high 
a  degree  as  the  bravest  veterans.  They  have  defeated  equal 
and  superior  numbers  of  troops  of  the  latter  description':  wilnes^^ 

^  Idem,  page  180.  **  Idem,  page  189. 

rf  Idem,  page  107.        J;  Idem,  page  200.        ^"^  Idem,  page  2(U. 


408  THE  OLIVE  BRANCH. 

Plattssburg,  Ne'.v- Orleans,  &c.  Bat  these  cases  do  not  form  the 
rule.  They  are  excej>tions.  And  were  any  person  to  produce 
me  instances  to  invalidate  my  positions,  1  could  out-nuraber 
them  very  considerably.  But  1  studiously  draw  a  veil  over 
the  subject.  To  any  man  of  reason  aod  common  sense,  who 
reflecls  on  the  mode  of  selection,  or  who  inspects  a  body  oT 
drafted  militia,  it  must  be  obvious,  that  the  mode  is  radically 
and  incurably  wrong. 


CHAPTER  LXIX. 

Conscription  or  Classification  of  Militia ^  to  fill  up  the  Army^  tlit 
most  impartial  plan.  A  measure  of  the  American  revolution. 
Borrowed  by  Bonaparte.     General  Knox's  system. 

I  NOW  undertake  to  establish  my  filth  position,  "  that  the 
system  of  classification  is  the  most  impartial,  the  most  efficacious,^ 
and  the  least  oppressive  mode  of  callino;  the  militia  into  service, 
of  any  of  the  plans  that  have  ever  been  devised." 

This  mode  of  calling  the  militia  into  service,  applies  to,  and 
bears  equally  upon,  the  whole  body  of  militia  throughout  the 
nation,  without  exception.  This  is  characteristic  of  impartial- 
ity and  justice,  peculiar  to  this  system  ;  and  had  it  no  other 
advautage,  would  entitle  it  to  a  decided  preference  over  every 
©ther. 

That  it  is  most  efficacious  is  equally  clear.  The  service  is 
entirely  voluntary.  No  man  need  serve  who  does  not  find  him- 
self qualified,  and  who  has  any  aversion  whatever  to  the  service. 
It  is  needless  to  prove,  as  it  must  be  self-evident  to  the  most^ 
superficial  observer,  that  there  is  an  incalculable  difference  in 
point  of  efficiency  between  any  number  of  men  who  are  drafted 
by  lot,  and  forced  to  serve,  w  hether  they  choose  or  not,  and  the 
same  number  who  enter  the  service  of  their  own  free  will. 

That  this  system  is  the  least  oppressive,  is  equally  indisputa- 
ble. According  to  the  prevailing  militia  systems,  every  man 
drafted  must  either  serve,  or  send  a  substitute  at  his  ow  n  indi- 
vidual expense.  In  all  the  states,  heavy,  and,  to  the  poor,  ruin- 
ous fines,  are  imposed  on  delinquents.  Thirty  three  dollars, 
which  is  the  fine  in  Massachusetts,  is  an  enormous  sum  to  a 
poor  person,  which  forces  him  into  the  service,  however  reluc- 
tent  or  unfit  for  duty.  Whereas,  according  to  the  classification- 
plan,  all  the  persons  liaMe  to  military  service  throughout  the 
state,  or  states,  as  the  case  may  be>  contribute  their  respective 


APPENDIX.  409 

quotas  towards  paying  those  \yho  may  offer  their  services,  or 
who  May  be  enlisted,  if  enlistmeut  be  necessary,  which  it  rare- 
ly will  be. 

My  sixth  proposition  is,  "  that  the  classification  system  pre- 
vailed during  the  revoiulioD." 

Alt  that  is  necessary  to  prove  this,  is  to  refer  the  reader  to 
the  following  extracts  from  the  laws  of  Pensyivania,  which 
were  similar  in  substance  to  those  enacted  in  the  other  states. 

• 

"  A.nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afoi'e=?.id,  That  the  coinaiis-ion- 
ersoftsie  city  and  several  coantit^s  of  tiiis  state  rr^spectiv-ly,  or  anv  two  of  t'lcni 
shall  dirPct  the  a?se.«sor.s  of  the  sevpral  townsnipv  ward-^,  and  districts^  in  the 
said  city  and  coanlies  respectively,  to  meet  on  or  bs^fore  tlit  tirst  day  of  Februiry 
next,  at  the  u-ual  plice  of  holding  courts  in  tiie  said  city  and  countie?  re.-pectiye- 
\y,   or   at  Fu:ii  ol.iei    place  or  places  w!)ere  the  suid  cornTiivsioners  shall  think 


..^w^..^.^. ....   ...™« ^.^  .._„... -  ... ^      .    equal 

parts  as  the  quota  of  men,  v,-\:'-:h  t'le  sa'd  city  and  coiintie-  re.-ppclively  arf  by 
thi?  act  required  to  enlist,  shaircorsist  of.  paying  due  regard  to  the  ease  and  coiv 
vcnieiiCjeoftiieiiihabUants.  by  includiut^  tiiose  who  reside  near  each  other  wirhia 
th«  t^auie  clas3  ;  and  shaii  transoiit  to  the  several  classes,  by  persons  by 
thfsra  to  b^  tiippointed  for  that  sv^rvi-e.  an  order  in  writii!:?,  undrT  l!u;  h.ands  of  the 
said  conj;msSio:jpr«s.  or  any  !wo  ^>f  V>\e<.n,  with  i  ^^upiicale  aiuiexed,  containing  the- 
naoi^'s  of  ''ac  I  and  everv  p,'i>-or»  r.oio;>isiu;;  •  i«»  .»?me  requiring  each  or  the  ssid  cla»- 
fies  ro  ENLIST  DURlIVr,  THE  'V  \R  aND  DELIVER  TO  THE  PROPEa 
OFFICER  O.VE  \BLE  BOD  I  CD  RECRUIT  WITHIN  FIFTEEN  DlYS 
THERE  \FTEa"* 

"  A.nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  commissioner* 
of  tlip  city  a-id  several  counties  of  Miis  ^rate,  respectively  or  any  two  of  them, 
shall  forthwith  tran«mit  to  the  ;f^veral  classes,  clashed  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the 
assembly  of  tins  state,  erititlcd.  '^  An  act  to  complete  the  quota  of  tiie  federal 
army  assigned  to  this  slate,"  p\»sed  the  rvveaty  third  day  of  December,  one  cliou- 
san<i  seven  hundred  and  eijpty.  by  persons  to  be  by  them  appointed  for  tiiat  ser- 
vice, an  order  in  writing  under  iheir  hands.,  with  a  duplicate  annexed,  containing 
the  names  of  each  and  v^'ery  person  ctrapo  ing  such  cl^.ss,  requiring  each  of  the 
said  ''i.as-s'.'S  to  en^.i^t  for  iijet.-rm  of  ei-'-hteen  months,  as  aforesaid,  and  DELIVER 
TO  '^HE  PROPER  OFFICER,  ONE  ABLE  BODIED  RECRUIT  WITH- 
IN FIFTEEN  DAYS.  f. 

'•  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  class  or  classes 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  enlist  one  able  bodied  recruit  as  aforesaid,  wiliin  the 
time  limited  and  directed  or  to  make  return  thereof  to  the  assessors  of  the  proper 
township,  v'.ard,  or  distric",  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners, 
township,  ward,  or  district  a.^sessors,  or  any  of  them,  and  hey  are  heieby  author- 
ized and  rpquired  to  enlist  for  the  terra  aforesaid,  and  deliver  to  the  proper  officer 
one  able  bodied  recruit  in  behalf  of  sucli  class  or  classes,  respectively  ;  and  that 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  township,  ward,  or  di>trict 
assessors,  or  either  of  tliem,  where  such  neglect  or  refu.?al  shall  happen,  to  pro- 
ceed and  levy,  ia  the  manner  directed  by  the  laws  now  in  force  for  levying  and 
collect-ng  other  public  taxe^,  on  the  class  or  classes  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  the 
sum  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  said  commissioners,  township,  ward,  or  district  as- 

*-LawsofPeon.syIvania,  1780,  chap.  cxci.  page  423. 
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sessors,  or  any  of  thcin,  to  the  said  recrutt,  and  the  reasonable  expenses  accrulj^^ 
thaifupon,  in  proper  p^opoltions^,  according  to  the  last  public  tax  levied  therein  ; 
irliith  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  directed  to  do  witiixu  two  days  after  sucli  re- 
cruit slid  11  be  enlisted*.     ' 

"  Be  it  further  enacted  by  tiie  authority  aforpsaid,  That  the  coinmis<ioncis  of 
tiie  several  counties,  respectively,  sliall  provide  and  keep  a  book,  into  which  they 
£h;'.]l  enter  in  nuinericai  order  tiie  several  deliiiqnent  classes,  as  tiiey  shall  be  re- 
turned to  tiieni,  andsliail  enlist  recruits  for  the  said  delinquent  classes,  according 
to  tiieir  respective  niinnbcrs,  and  in  like  manner  levy  and  collect  the  suras  impos- 
ed on  them  respectively  by  this  acL"f 

liy  these  lav.  s,  each  class  was  obliged  to  furnish  an  able  l.od-^ 
ietl  recruiT — either  one  oC  their  own  ntiinber,  or  a  person  lo  be 
enlisted  by  them,  and  at  their  joint  expense — whiclj  is  precise- 
ly the  idea  of  the  secretary  of  state  and  Mr.  Giles. 

This  is,  I  presume,  conclusive.  This  reilevesthe  sysiem  of 
clasoification  from  the  oduira  attached  to  it  as  a  discovery  of 
the  prolific  brain  of  Bon.ipirie.  His  inventive  powers  have 
had  more  credit  in  this  respect  than  they  deser\e.  He  has  ta- 
ken the  plan  at  second  hand  from  the  sages  and  heroes  of  the 
revolution. 

M}'^  seventhpoint  is,  "  that  the  classification  or  conscriptioa 
system,  most  elal)or.»tely  matured  by  General  Knox,  and  st;*mp- 
ed  with  the  seal  of  General  Washington's  approbation,  was 
more  strict  in  its  provisions  than  nny  of  the  recent  plans.'" 

Gener  il  Koox  addressed  his  system  to  President  Washing- 
ton. It  bears  date,  Jannapy  18,  1  79o — and  the  letter  \vhicli 
prefaces  it,  has  the  following:  introduction  : 

•'  Having  submitted  <o  your  consideration,  a  plan  for  the  arrangement  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  which  I  had  presented  to  the  late  congress  of  tlie 
United  States,  and  you  having  apjiroved  the  general  principles  thereof,  nith  cer- 
tain excepiioni.  i  now  respectfully  lay  the  same  before  you,  mod^Jit'd  according 
to  the  alteraliins  you  mere  pleased  to  suggest  " 

From  this  plan,  approved,  as  we  see,  and  submitted  to  con- 
gress by  General  Washington,  1  submit  an  extract,  amply  ade- 
quate to  prove,  that  it  liore  the  essential  features  which  belong 
to  the  system  of  defence  which  has  been  hunted  down  by  the 
folly  and  madness  of  party.  In  fact,  it  was  much  more  strict 
and  severe  in  its  details,  than  either  of  those  digested  by  the 
secretary  at  war  or  Mr.  Giles— that  enacted  in  New-York — or 
the  one  rejected  by  the  sa{>ient  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. — 
None  of  the  recent  plans  contemplated  service  beyond  45  years 
— whereas,  General  Knox  carried  his  views  to  a  third  class,  to 
be  com  osed  of  citizens  between  46  and  60  years.  His  plan 
likewise  contemplated  compulsory  service  of  the  marinei'S. 
who,  as  we  shall  see,  were  to  be  subject  to  conscription. 

i_  ?dnni,  page  501. 


APPENDIX.  4\l 

Extract  from  General  Kugj^^s  plan  for  tfh€  general  arrangement  of 
the  Militia  of  tlie  United  Stales,  aubnirded  to  Congress  by 
General  IVaskington^  Januarif  17^0,  and  puotished  by  order 
of  tree  House  of  dip  recent  ativcs  oj  tae  United  States^ 

•' An  energetic  national  luiiitia  is  to  be  regai  ded  as  the  capital  security  of  a 
free  republic,  and  not  a  staudiug  army,  lormiug  a  dtstiuct  class  m  t!ie  cooimu- 
liitj. 

•'  The  period  of  life  in  which  military  service  shall  be  required  of  the  citizens 
of  the  Unite.d  State;*,  to  coinmence  at  18,  and  terminate  at  ihe  age  cl  tO  years. 

'  The  men  coiupreiienJt'd  by  this  description,  eKciUsi  ve  of  s-ucii  exceptioiis  as 
iJie  legislatures  of  the  respective  states  may  t.iink  proper  to  make,  and  ail  actual 
riiarintrs^  shall  be  enrolled  for  different  decrees  of  military  duty,  aud  dividtd 
into  distinct  classes. 

"  Tne  Isc  class  shall  comprehend  the  youth  of  18,  19,  and  'JO  years  of  age,  to 
be  denominated  tiie  advanced  corps. 

"•  The  2d  class  shall  include  t/ie  men  from  21  to  45  years  of  age,  to  be  denomi- 
cated  the  main  corp^. 

"  The  3d  class  shall  comprehend  inclusively  the  men  from  46  to  tlC  years  of 
ame,  to  be  denominated  the  reserved  corps. 

'•  All  the  militia  of  tne  United  States  shall  assume  tjie  form  of  the  legion,  which 
thall  be  the  permanent  establishment  thereof. 

"  A  leg'on  shall  consist  of  153  commissioned  officers,  and  2830  non-coraiLis- 
Eioned- officers  and  privates. 

"  The  companies  of  all  the  corps  shall  be  divided  in  sections  of  12  each.  It  is 
fr^^posed  by  this  division,  to  establish  one  uuiiorin  vital  principle,  whici  ia  peace 
and  war  shall  pervade  tne  miUtia  o;  tne  United  St-ites 

'•  All  requisitions  for  men  to  form  an  army,  either  for  slate  or  federal  purpose?, 
shall  be  furnisiied  hy  the  advanced  and  mam  coi{>s  by  means  of  the  sections. 

"  The  executive  government  or  cominander  in  cuief  of  t^ie  uiilitia  of  each  slate, 
will  assess  the  numbers  required  on  the  respective  legions  of  these  corps. 

"  The  legionary  general  wul  direct  the  propoitions  to  bi.-  (urm^ined  by  each 
part  of  ids  command.  Should  the  demand  he  to  great  as  to  require  one  man  from 
each  section,  then  t!ie  operations  hereby  d-rected  sliail  be  pe:  tormi^d  by  single 
sections.  But  if  a  less  number  shouid  be  required,  they  vviii  be  furaiciied  by  an  as- 
sociation of  sections  or  companies,  according  to  the  demand.  In  any  ca^e,  it  is 
probable  that  mutual  convenience  Diay  dictate  an  agreement  «ith  an  individual 
to  pt! form  the  service  required,  if  however  no  agreement  can  he  made  one 
ma^t  be  detached  by  an  iiidi-.crimifiite  draft,  and  the  otiiers  shall  pay  him  a  sum 
oi"  money  equal  to  the  averaged  sum  whicn  snail  be  paid  in  the  legion  for  the  vol- 
uutiiry  perforunnce  oi"  the  service  required 

"  la  ca.<!e  any  section  or  company  of  a  legion,  after  having  furnished  its  own 
quota,  should  have  more  men  *»'iilii!g  to  engage  for  the  service  required,  other 
companies  of  the  same  legion  shall  have  permission  to  engage  them — the  same 
rule  to  extend  to  the  different  legions  of  the  state. 

"  Tae  legionary  general  must  be  responsibl:-  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
military  of  tiie  sta^e,  that  tiie  men  furnished  are  according  to  the  description,  and 
that  they  are  equipped  in  tht*  manner  and  marched  to  the  rendezvoag,  conforma- 
ble to  tne  orders  for  that  purpose. 

"  The  tnea  who  may  be  drafted,  shall  not  serve  more  than  three.years  at  one 
time. 

'*  All  the  actual  mariners  orseaiTien  in  the  respective  states,  shall  be  registered 
in  district/,  and  divided  into  two  classes — the  first  class  to  consist  of  all  the  seameB 
from  the  age  of  18  n)  30  years  inclusively-r-the  second  class  to  consist  of  all  those 
from  the  age  of  31  to  i.'}  inclusively. 

'•  The  lir:'t  class  sha'l  be  lesponsible  to  serve  three  years  on  board  of  some  pub- 
lic armed  vessel  or  ship  of  war,  as  a  coruraissionedv  warrant  officer, Jor  private  ma- 
rine, for  which  service  they  shall  receive  the  customary  wages  and  emoluments. 
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"  The  2il  class  ?liall  br  responsible  for  a  portion  of  service  ih  tiiOpe  cases  to 
which  ihe  first  clai-s  shall  be  unequal— the  nuaibfr  required  shall  be-  lurniilied  by 
pcctioi.s,  in  ihe  taiue  manner  as  is  prescribed  for  the  sections  of  the  Uiiiitia." 

''  The  advanced  lepions,  in  all  .caseg  of  invasion  and  rebellion,  shall,  on  rcquisi- 
lloii  of  the  i?v,lul  r.uthcrity,  be  obliged  lo  march  to  any  place  wi'hin  the  I  nilei 
States,  to  venaaiii  eiubodied  for  such  time  as  shall  he  directed,  not  to  exceed  one 
year,  to  be  computud  fiOQi  the  lime  ot  marciung  from  the  regimental  parade; 
during  the  period  of  Ituir  bcii.g;  on  such  service  lo  be  placed  on  the  continental  ee- 
tahlishment  of  pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  iurajie,  tents,  camp  equipage  and  all 
fucii  other  alJowance«  as  are  made  to /edercd  truvps^  at  the  tame  time  and  under 
the  same  circumstances." 

•'  The  common  mode  of  recruiting  is  attended  with  loo  great  destruction  of 
lEorals  to  be  tolerated,  and  is  too  uncertain  to  be  the  piincipal  resouice  of  :i  wise 
\)ation  in  time  of  danger,  'i'iie  public  faith  is  fit quc'iit.y  wounded  by  unworthy 
individuals  who  hold  out  de'uMvc  promises  wiiich  can  never  be  'ceJizcd.  By 
such  means  an  unprincipled  banditti  are  often  collected,  for  the  pnrpot^e  ol  do- 
fcndjiig  every  tiling  tiiat  aiiould  be  dear  to  freemen.  Tne  consequences  are  n;:ti:- 
ral  :  such  meneitlier  desert  in  linio  of  danger,  oi  are  ever  r»^ad>  on  the  sli^iiltst* 
disoust  to  turn  their  arms  again-t  their  country.  By  the  esiablishraent  of  tiie  fpc- 
tions,  an  aniple  and  permanent  source  is  opened,  when  the  s'ate  in  <very  cxi{itncy 
may  be  supplied  with  men  whose  all  de])ends  on  the  prosperity  of  their  country." 

I  request  the  reader  \>  ill  duly  \\eig;h  these  extracts,  and  \vill 
examine  the  admirable  plan,  at  large,  which  ought  to  iir.mortal- 
ize  the  memory  of  Genera!  Knox.  1  hope  and  trust  the  day  is 
not  far  distant,  when  the  adoption  of  such  a  system  v.  ill  place  a 
rampart  around  our  tiresides  and  our  families,  which  might  lid 
defiance  to  all  the  hosts  t»f  Europe  combined,  ^^ere  they  lo  at- 
tempt our  suljiigntion.  This  ^^ould  far  e^^ceed  the  famous  Chi- 
nese wall  built  to  guard  against  the  incursiors  of  the  Tarlai  l- — 
or  tiiePictish  vail  of  the  Roman  general  Agricola. 

I  cannot  pass  over  one  incident  connected  \\ it h  this  affair, 
which  shews  in  a  striking  point  oflight,  the  delusion  which  the 
spirit  of  faction  excites.  After  the  noble,  eiScient  systems  of 
the  secretary  at  war  and  Mr.  Giles  fell  sacrifices  to  the  convul- 
sive struggles  in  congress  for  power — and  after,  of  course,  the 
country  was  thus  left  in  a  manner  defenceless  and  exposed  to 
the  inroads  of  a  powerfid  enemy,  the  house  of  delegntes  of  the 
state  of  Maryland  published  an  address  to  Rafus  King,  Esq.  lav- 
ishisg  compliments  on  him  for  his  services  in  defeating  these 
plans  of  defence,  subjecting  their  houses,  their  wives,  Iheir  chil- 
dren, their  parents,  and  themselves,  to  the  mercy  of  Cockburns 
and  Gordons  ! ! ! 

»'  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  house,  in  behalf  of  the  freemen  of  Mary- 
land, be,  and  they  are  hereby  presented  to  the  honorable  Rnfus  King,  «f  the  f(  r  ntc 
of  *' f  United  States,  for  the  seasonable  and  successful  interposition  of  his  expejl- 
en.-ed  wisdom  and  tl^vaied  influence  of  character,  in  avert"  g  'he  medi*'.  t«  d  «  ppra- 
tion  of  a  measure,  hctileto  the  immunities  of  constiiuti'.nal  freedom  offer. siv<>  to 
the  pure  genins  of  independence  and  fr  Uiiht  with  co?.=equepce8  baleful  r.nd  appal- 
ling to  the  social  ord&r,  tranquility,  and  well  boing  of  this  United  republic. 
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**  Aod  this  house  would  accompany  the  respectful  tribute,  which  is  thus  special- 
ly offered,  with  a  general  expression  of  the  grateful  sense  which  it  also  entertains 
«f  the  distinguished  merit  of  the  other  members  of  the  minority,  who  so  stedfastly 
and  ably  co-operated,,  at  every  revival  of  the  struggle,  in  both  branches  of  coa- 
gress,  in  combating  against  the  insidious  introduction  of  an  autlioritative  conscript 
establishment,  more  specious  in  the  form  of  its  approach,  but  not  essentially  «if- 
fereot  from  that,  wnose  intense  oppression  has  just  vanished  fiom  the  continent  df 
Europe,  wiih  its  guilty  auihor,  the  biood-stained  usurper  ef  France.'* 


CHAPTER  LXX. 

Berrym^nderism.  Derivation,  of  this  queer  najne.  Polilical  Leg^ 
erikniain.  A  grand  discovery  how  to  enable  a  minority  to  rule 
the  majonty.     Joint  and  concurrent  votes.     General  ticket. 

It  is  a  painful  truth,  discreditable  to  human  nature,  that 
polUicians,  even  those  who  in  private  life  are  honest  and  up- 
right, dis;>lay  considerable  laxity  of  principle,  in  cases  wherein 
the  interest,  or  the  power,  or  the  inSuence  of  he  party  to  which 
Ihey  are  attached,  is  in  question.  From  this  stiong  and  point- 
ed censure,  few  parties,  m  any  age  or  country,  have  been  free. 
It  is  not  therefore  wonderful,  that  both  federalists  and  demo- 
crats have  been  liable  to  it.  Their  history  affords  many  deci- 
sive illustr-.tions  of  the  soundness  of  the  maxim. 

Thesuljject  to  which  1  have  devoted  tids  chapter,  is  an  un- 
answerable corroboration  of  the  accusation.  It  involves  a  gross 
violation  of  justice  and  political  morality — and,  viriualiy  dis- 
franchising one  portion  of  tiie  community,  imparts  to  the  other 
an  undue  share  of  political  influence.  This  is  assuredly  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanour,  deserving  of  the  most  pointed  repro- 
bation of  good  men  of  ali  parlies. 

It  has  reference  to  the  representation  in  the  senates  of  the 
individual  states. 

As  this  book  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  persons  unac<:juaint' 
€d  with  our  systems  of  government,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  that  our  legislatures  are  generally  composed  of  a  senate 
and  house  of  representatives,  or  delegates.  To  the  latter  branch 
«ach  county  in  the  state  to  which  it  belongs  sends  one  or  more 
representatives.  In  fourteen  of  the  states  the  representation  is 
in  proportion  to  the  population.  But  in  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  it  is  regulated  merely  by  counties, 
no  regard  being  paid  to  the  population. 

The  senates,  in  almost  every  case,  are  composed  of  membera 
cliosen  by  districts,  formed  by  two  or  more  counties,  which 

M  m 
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districts  elect  a  number  of  senators  in  proportion  to  their  popu- 
lation, except  in  the  four  states  specjiied. 

The  above  airangenient  and  ihe  adjustment  of  these  districts 
opens  a  door  to  a  conskierable  degiee  cf  intrigue  and  manage- 
m' nt,  and  invites  lo  chicane  and  traud — in  one  word,  to  the  po- 
litical tin  which  1  have  styled  Girrymandcritim. 

The  injustice  lies  in  so  arraiiging  Jhecouniies,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  districts,  us  to  produce  the  eflect  stated  in  the  second 
paragraph. 

To  accomjilish  this  sinister  purj.cse,  counties  are  frequently 
united  to  form  a  senatorial  disiriel,  v^hich  have  no  territorial 
connexion,  being  separated  from  each  other  by  an  intervening 
count}',  sometimes  by  two  or  three.  Of  this  heinous  political 
sin,  both  federalists  and  democrats,  as  1  have  Suid,  have  been 
guilty. 

Tlie  state  of  Massachusetts  was  depicted,  two  or  three  ye?  rs 
since,  as  a  sort  of  monstrous  figure,  with  the  counties  iorn-ing 
the  senatorial  districts,  disi'layed  on  this  unprincipltd  plan. — 
It  was  called  a  Gcrr^mandtr^  in  allusion  to  the  n^  me  of  the 
late  vice-president  cf  the  United  states,  then  governor  of  that 
state.  Hence,  I  derive  \\\e  {^rxn  Gerrymander  ism.  To  those 
who  gave  the  title  of  Gerrymandtr,  it  might  not  unaptly  be  said 
_,— '' j^i£7i  cf  glass,  throw  no  stcnes,^^ 

To  enable  the  readei  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  extreme 
snd  flagrant  injustice  that  may  be  perpetrated  in  this  mcde, 
without  any  ai-['arent  violation  of  law  or  constitution,  1  will 
explain  how-  the  minority  may  be  enabled  to  rule  the  msjority, 
so  far  as  respects  the  J-tUcitoiial  branch  ot  the  legislature. 

I  suppose  a  case.  Six  counties,  each  containing! -COO  voters, 
are  to  be  fcrn.'ed  into  three  senatcr'icl  disuicis.  ftch  to  ckct  four 
senators.  These  districts  may  be  so  contdved,  that  the  pfcrty 
predominant  in  the  legislature  at  the  time  of  arranging  thim, 
whether  federal  or  democratic,  with  2,S£0  vrteis,  shall  have 
eight  ser.atois;  and  the  other,  wiih  3  CBO,  shall  have  eniy  (rur, 
and,  nevertheless,  every  elex^tor  of  the  whole  6,©00  shall  exer- 
cise Ihe  right  ot  suffr;ige. 

You  may  well  I  e  amazed,  reader.  But  it  is  so.  Such  is  the 
political  juggle  and  hocus  pocus,  that  our  public  men  of  both 

*  The  federalists,  who  have  always  been  very  adroit  in  political  christenings, 
endeavoured,  by  the  use  of  this  n?n)e,  to  caM  the  ociun^  exclusively  cr  their  an- 
tagonisis,  as  if  they  themselves  were  in^maculate  on  this  subject.     The  idea  is 

pnsound.  ,  „,.        ,        . 

The  Boston  felks  sre  said  to  be  full  of  mhcns.  Tl^ey  I  ave  been  pretty  ro- 
tior.al  en  the  gubject  of  the  ErgliMi  lanjusge,  vt  ich  they  have  auiflified,  I  will 
not  venture  to  eay  imprcved,  with  many  euch  queer  words. 
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parties  too  frequently  play  to  acquire  or  to  perpetuate  an  undue 
share  of  power. 

I  now  stiite  the  number  of  voters  of  each  of  the  six  counties, 
*o  which  I  give  the  following  names  : 


Counties, 

Federalists, 

Democrats, 

Jackson 

120 

880 

Erie 

280 

720 

Ch<im.)Iain 

340 

660 

Macdoaough 

680 

320 

Perry 

130 

850 

Porter 

750 

250 

23iJ0  3680 

I  might  have  styled  the  parties  big-endians  and  Utile- endlans^ 
The  name  is  oi"  no  im;)ortaoce. 

Now  for  a  display  of  political  legerdemain — in  order  to  eaa- 
tile  the  minority  to  rule  the  majority  .• 

District  No*  i^in^tned  of  Erie  and  Porter  coimtics. 

Federal.  Democratic. 

Erie  280  720 

Porter  750  250 


1030  970 

District  No,  ^--formedof  Ckamplain  and  Macdcnough, 

Federal.  Democratic. 

Champlain  340  660 

Macdonough  680  320 


1020  980 

District  No.  d-^fortned  of  Jackson  and  Perry. 

Federal.  Democratic 

Jackson  120  880 

Perry  150  850 

270  1730. 
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Thus,  as  I  have  stated,  a  minority  of  2,320  inhabitants  have 
twice  as  many  senators  as  the  majority  of  3,  680 — their  candi- 
&des  having  been  successful  in  the  two  first  districts.  In  the 
first  district  the  democfotic  minority  is  070 — in  the  second  980, 
wh.ch  are  wholly  lost.  And  the  majority  in  the  third  district  is 
173'>,  whereas  1010  would  have  equally  secured  the  election.— 
It  therefore  follows,  that  hy  this  arrangement,  there  are  970> 
S80,  and  620  democratic  votes  al)solutely  thrown  away. 

This  is  an  extreme  case.  Injustice,  carried  to  such  flagrant 
extent,  does  not  often  occur.  The  instances,  however,  of  this 
kind,  but  of  an  inferior  degree,  are  by  no  means  unfrequent.  It 
thence  happens  that  a  senate  is  sometimes  democratic,  while 
the  house  of  representatives  in  the  same  state  is  decidedly  fede- 
ral ;  and  vice  versa. 

This  political  arithmetic,  like  every  other  science,  has  its 
arcana.  The  grand  and  unerring  rule  is  to  make  your  own  mi- 
norities and  mtijorities  as  small,  and  tVmse  of  your  adversaries 
OS  large,  as  possible.  In  other  words,  to  throw  away  as  few 
votes  on  your  own  side,  as  many  on  the  other,  as  in  your 
power.  This  fraudulent  practice  admits  but  of  one  effectual 
remed3\  Senatorial  districts  ought  to  be  formed  of  counties 
^'nd  parts  of  counties  quite  contiguous  to  each  other,  so  that  all 
those  who  vote  for  each  senator  shall  be  residents  of  the  same 
neighborhood. 


There  is  another  political  fraud,  of  wtich  both  parties  have 
been  occasionally  guilty,  and   which  deserves  the  sevjerest   re- 
probation.    It  has'  respect   to  the  choice  of  members   of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  electors  of 
the  president  and  vice  president. 

For  these  very  im{  ortant  operations,  there  is  not,  allhcugh 
reason  and  justice  loudly  call  for  it,  a  fixed  and  perma- 
nent rule.  The  legislatures  of  the  individual  states  have  the 
power  of  deciding  upon  the  mode,  and  as  it  respects  the  repre- 
sentatives, upon  the  time  of  the  election.  Hence,  flagrant  in- 
justice is  frequently  perpetrated. 

These  elections  are  sometimes  by  districts,  in  the  s»me  man- 
ner as  the  state  senators  are  elected !  at  others,  by  a  general 
ticket. 

The  last  mode  is  extremely  unfair  and  incorrect.  It  de- 
prives the  minority  altogether  of  any  share  in  the  representa- 
tion. 
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A  short  statenieat  will  failj  evince  the  extreme  injustice  and 
ineqj.Jity  of  a  generai  ticket  formemoers  of  congress,  or  ©lee- 
tors  of  president. 

M?!!3sachus8tt3  is  entitled  to  members  ef  the^  house  of 

re  ;reientatives  of  the  United  States^  2©  * 

N.  w  York  27 

Peansyivania  23' 

Virginia  23  ^ 

Total— 93 

Suppose  either  of  the  parties,  federal  or  democratic,  to  have 
a- very  small  majority  in  each  of  these  states,  say  2,000  votes;  - 
suppose  also  the  whole  number  of  votes  in  the  four  states  to  be 
300,000.  The  result  will  be^  that  if  the  elections  be  by  gene- 
ral tickets,  154,000  voters  will  secure  the  entire  representation^ 
which  is  more  than  half  the  whole  number  of  members  of  con- 
gress— and  that  the  remaining  146,000  have  no  representative, 
this  idea  might  be  pursued  to  a  great  extent.  But  1  leave  it  to 
the  pen  or  pencil  of  the  reader. 

Instances  have  frequently  occurred  in  the  different  states,  of 
the  mode   of  election   being;  changed  on  the  spur  of  the  occa- 
sion, to  suit  the  momentary  pur|)oses  of  party  or  faction.     The 
most  recent  case  that  has  occurred,  was  in  the  state  of  New^ " 
Jersey  in  1812.     Fr©m  the  organization  of  the  general  govern- 
ment till  the  year  1  BOO,  the  members  of  the  hduse  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  had  been  elected  in  that  state  by 
dislricts.     In  1800,  the  federalists  had  a  majority  in  the  legisla- 
ture, and  calculated  on  a  majority  of  votes  in  the  whole  state.— 
In  order,  therefore,  to  engross  the  whole  representation  to  them- 
selves,  on   the  ewe  of  the  election,  they  repealed  the  district 
law,  and  passed  an  act  for  electing  the  representatives  by  a  ge-  ■ 
iieril  ticket.     Contrary  to  their  calculations,  the  democratic 
ticket'iji'evailed  then  and  in  every  subsequent  election,  till  the 
year  1812.     In  the  latter  year,  the  federalists  having  a  tempo- 
rary ascendency  in  the  state  legislature,  one  of  their  first  acts 
\yas  to  repeal  the  general  election  law,  which  they  had  them- 
selves enacted,  anci  to  restore   the  election  by  districts,  which 
they  had  formerly  repealed.     And  by  Gerrymandering  the  state' 
to  suit  their  view  s.  they  gained  four  out  of  the  six  representa-^' 
tives ;  whereas  by  a  general  ticket  they  would  not  ha  ^e  obtaiia-^- 
ed  one. 

Another  reprehensible  procedure,  emanating  from  Ih^  samfe^ 
laxity  of  principle,  respects  elections  by  our  legislative  bodies/* 

M  m  2 
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When  the  politics  of  the  two  branches  of  a  legislature  are  dif- 
ferent, there  is  frequently  a  struggle  about  the  mode  of  election 
— whether  by  a  joint  or  a  concurrent  vote.  The  senate,  being 
the  less  numerous  body,  are,  in  the  case  of  a  joint  vote,  merged 
and  lost  in  the  greater  number  of  the  house  of  representi^tives. 
They  are,  therefore,  strenuous  supporters  of  a  concurrenl  vote, 
in  which  their  influence  is  equal  to  that  of  the  co  ordinate 
branch.  The  other  house,  confiding  in  its  numbers,  is  equally 
aealous  for  a  joint  vote,  wherein  it  will  have  the  ascen- 
dency. The  state  of  Pennsylvania  was,  many  years  since, 
for  a  considerable  time  unrepresented  in  the  senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  consequence  of  a  struggle  of  this  kind— neither 
party  being  disposed  to  concede  to  the  other. 

It  is  a  grand  desideratum  to  have  all  these  points  clearly  and 
explicitly  defined  l)y  the  constitutions.  There  should  be  as  lit- 
tle temptation  to  fraud,  and  as  little  safety  in  the  perpetration 
of  it,  as  possible* 


CHAPTER  LXXI. 

Stale  of  representation  in  Massachusetts.     Wretched  system  of 
representation  in  Maryland  and  Virginia.     Rotten  boroughs. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  introduce  an  analogous  sub- 
ject respecting  the  representation  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 
The  men  who  framed  the  constitution  of  that  state  were  |)roba- 
bly  as  highly  enlightened  and  respectable  as  any  equal  number 
®f  men  ever  convened  for  such  a  purpose.  But  they  neverthe- 
less committed  some  very  egregious  errcrs  which  are  really  as- 
tonishing. Thd  mest  conspicuous  was  neglecting  precisely  to 
£x  the  number  of  representatives  in  the  more  numerous  branch 
of  the  legislature.  The  consequence  is,  that  its  numbers  have 
fluctuated  in  the  most  extraordinary  and  incredible  degree. 
There  have  been,  I  believe,  as  many  as  700 — at  other  times, 
not  half  the  number.  And  the  town  of  Boston  has  hnd  a  small 
army  of  representatives,  no  less  than  forty-four — being  a  greater 
number  than  the  whole  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  state  of  Delaware — than  the  entire  senate  of  South  Caroli- 
na, or  Pennsylvania- — and  than  the  assembly  cf  New  Jersey. 

This  defect  in  tlieir  rwresentative  system  arises  from  a  flaw 
in  the  constitution,  respecting  the  choice  of  members  of  the 
feouse  of  representatives — instead  of  the  imperative,  the^f  shall 
d&(^  the  phrase  is,  (key  may  elect. 
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*  *  Every  corporate  town  containing  one  bandred  and  fifty  rateable  polls,  may 
elect  one  representative  : — every  corporate  town,  containing  three  huudred  and 
seventy  live  rdieable  polls,  niny  elect  two  representatives: — every  corporate 
town,  cant  lining  six  hundred  rateable  polls,  may  elect  tbree  representatives  : — 
and  proceedln?  in  that  manner,  making  two  Imndred  and  twenty  five  rateable 
polls  the  mean  increasing  number  for  every  additional  representative." 

Every  town  has  heretofore  paid  (and  I  believe  still  pays) 
its  own  representatives  :  and  from  a  sordid,  mlserablf ,  huck- 
stering, and  contemptible  s})irit  of  economy,  some  of  them  send 
no  representatives — o  thers,  regardless  of  exj)ense,  send  fuii  as 
many  as  tbey  are  entitled  to — and  some,  it  is  presumable, 
when  party  spirit  runs  high,  send  more  than  their  quota. 

On  reflection,  I  cannot  conceive  how  Boston  can  be  entitled 
to  44  representatives.  The  city  of  Philadelphia,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  57,000  inhabitants,  has  never  polled  more  than  t5,000 
votes.  The  right  of  suffrage  here  is  as  latitudinarian  as  any 
where ;  much  more  than  in  Massachusetts,  where  a  citizen 
must  be  worth  QOL  to  qualify  him  to  vote.  According  to  the 
Massachusetts  principle,  we  should  be  entitled  only  to  about 
27  representatives.  Boston  has  but  33,000  inhabitantSj  and 
yet  has  had  forty-four. 


Representation,  which  is  the  key  stone  of  free  government, 
is  arranged  very  incorrectly  in  several  other  states.  The 
Gerrymander  principle,  is,  alas !  too  prevalent.  The  lust  of 
power  induces  parties  to  hold  tenaciously  whatever  political 
advantages  they  possess,  however  unjust  their  operation. 

This  subject  would  almost  require  a  volume.  But  I  am  a- 
fraid  the  reader  is  tired  of  my  scribbling — and,  to  be  candid 
I  am  tired  myself.  I  pant  for  a  close.  1  shall  barely  glance 
at  a  few  enorm  >us  traits  of  injustice. 

Each  of  the  counties  of  Maryland  has  four  representatives  in 
the  house  of  delegates.  There  is,  nevertheless,  a  most  enorm- 
©as  difference  in  the  population. 

Inhabitants.    Representatives^ 
Frederick  county  34,477  4 

Anae  Arundel  26,668  4 

Baltimore  29,255  4 

Hartford  21,258  4 

Baltimore  city  46,555  2 

158,213  1« 
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Thus  four  counties,  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  have  Qnly  18 
Representatives. 

Counties.  Inhabitants.     Representativ  €$. 

Allegany 

Galvert 

Caroline 

Kent 

St.  Mary's: 


6  909 

4 

8,005 

4 

9,453 

4 

11,450 

4 

72,794 

4 

48,(31 1  20 


These  five  counties  have  twenty  representatives.  Thua 
48,611  persons,  in  one  part  of  the  state,  have  10  per  cent,  more 
influence  than  158,213  in  another.  If  this  be  not  Gerrymander- 
ism^  pray  what  is  ? 

Kent  county,  in  Delaware,  has  but  20,495  inhabitants — Sus- 
sex 27,750.  But  each  elects  an  equal  number  of  representatives 
and  senators. 

The  same  wretched  and  unjust  system  prevailf  in  Virg;inia. 
Each  county  has  two  representatives.  And  there  is  a  more 
enormous  disproportion  in  the  population,  and  more  flagrant  in- 
justice, than  in  Maryland. 

1  annex  a  view  of  the  population  of  sixteen  counties,  which 
have  thirty-two  representatives  in  the  bouse  of  delegates.— 
Eight  of  them,  it  will  be  seen,  have  163,000  inhabitants,  and  the 
other  eight  only  27,000.  Thus  six  men  in  the  tirst  list  have  no 
more  influence  in  the  making  of  laws,  than  one  in  the  second  ! 


Counties. 

Inhabitants, 

Representatives, 

Caroline 

17,f>44 

2 

Buckingham ' 

20,059 

2 

Albemarle 

18,268 

2 

Fauquier 

22,689 

2 

Frederic 

22,574 

2:' 

Halifax 

22, '31 

2 

Loudon 

21,338 

2 

Mecklenberg 

18,453 

2 

163,056 

16 
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Counties^ 

Inhabitants, 

Representatives, 

Warwick 

1,835 

2 

Flouvanna 

4,775 

2 

Midilesex 

4,414 

2 

*  Patrick 

4,0§5 

2 

*  JMason 

1,991 

2 

*  Tazewell 

3,007 

2 

*  Brooke 

2,717 

2 

*  Giles 

3,745 

2 

27,179 

16 

Same  subject  once  more,  m  a  still  more  striking  point  of 
yie  w. 


Inhabitants.        Representatives, 
22,689  2 

22,574  2 


45,263 

4 

Inhabitants, 
1,835 
1991 

Representatives^ 
2 

2 

3,826 

4 

Counties, 
Fauquier 
Frederic 


Counties. 
Warwick 
Mason 


Thtig,  eleveTi  inhabitants  of  the  former  counties  have  not  as 
much  weight  as  one  in  ihe  latter! 

Let  no  Virginian,  after  this  statement,  dare  to  censure  the  rot- 
ten boroughs  of  England.  This  state  of  represeniationis  in  the 
true  spirit  of  that  boroug:h  system 

When  we  take  fully  into  consideration  the  youth  of  this 
country — tlie  era  at  which  the  American  constitutions*  were 
formed — the  genera!  ditfusion  of  politico]  knowledge — the  illu- 
mination of,  and  advantages  possessed  by,  the  conventions  that 
framed  these  constitutions;  and  when  we  likewise  refiect  on 
the  borousch  system  in  England,  ant!  the  natural  tendency  of 
all  political  institutions  towartls  corruption,  unless  frequent  re- 
currence is  had  to  first  principles — 1  am  really  inclined  to 
think,  that  palliations  may  more  readily  be  found  for  the  borough 
system  in  England,  w  retched  and  corrupt  as  it  is,  than  for  the 
county  representation  in  Virginia  and  Maryland. 


*  New  Counties. 
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The  kaavish  tricks,  which  I  have  glanced  at  in  this  chapter, 
cannot  be  too  highly  despised,  whether  perpetrated  by  federalists 
or  democrats.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  there  is  no  court  of 
justice,  io  punish  Sich  political  frauds,  how  henious  soever  they 
m  y  be.  A  man  shall  be  sentenced  for  years  fo  saw  marble,  for 
a  depredation  on  the  property  of  his  n^i£^hbo^,  to  the  amount  of 
a  few  dollars.  But  a  large  portion  of  a  si  <te  may  be  virtually 
disfranchised  by  its  representatives.  v\ilh(»ut  a  possibility  of  re- 
dress, and  the  culprits  wholly  escape  punishment. 


To  the  calm  and  dispassionate  consideration  of  the  publics 
these  views  are  respecif.illy  sui.mitted.  That  enormous  evils 
«xist,  and  loudly  call  for  a  remedy,  cannot  be  doubted  or  denied. 
That  those  whose  political  iiiflueuce  resis  on  the  basis  of  these 
evils,  will  suotna  to  h  ive  them  red  essed,  i  fon<lly  hope  ind 
pray — but,  reasiming  from  the  gfuerdl  course  of  human  aflf.irs,  I 
am  not  very  sanguine  on  V.e  su.Ject.  For  in  the  whole  history 
of  mankind,  from  the  earliest  records  tu  the  present  time,  there 
are  hardly  anv  in^tancis  to  be  found,  of  that  glorious  spirit  of 
justice  and  self-denifil,  that  induces  nations  or  public  bodies 
voluntarily  to  renounce  any  important  advantages  they  may 
possess,  however  unjustly  they  may  have  been  acquired — or 
however  oppressive  or  iniquitous  their  operation.  Ard  he 
must  be  a  fool  or  a  madman,  who.  after  reflecting  on  the  pi'ges 
•ef  'he  "  abstract  and  brief  chronicle'''  of  our  times,  is.  very  san- 
guine in  the  expectation  that  we  shall  prove  ourselves  much 
wiser  or  better  than  our  ancestors — or  that  we  shall  avail  our- 
selves much  more  of  the  light  of  history,  to  guide  our  pjiths, 
than  the  nations  that  have  preceded  us.  Every  stage  of  our 
progress,  fraught  with  folly  and  error,  forbids  the  flattering  anti- 
cipation. 


CHAPTER  LXXII. 

A  wonderful  contrast.  "  Let  every  soul  he  subject  to  tlu  higher 
powers.'" — Rev.  Dr.  Morse — Rev.  Dr.  Parish — Rev,  Dr. 
Osgood.     Invocation  to  war.    Governor  Gilvian. 

Of  the  seditious  and  treasonable  opposition  to  the  govern- 
ment, which  lately  prevailed  in  the  eastern  states,  I  have  givea 
copious  specimens  in  chapters  52  and  5Q. 
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it  is  difficult  to  decide  which  is  greater,  the  disgrace  of  the 
goveininent  ia  ils  pusillanimous  and  tecble  suiimission  to  such 
lawless  outrages,  or  that  of  .he  parties  who  perpetrated  them. 
Never  before  did  such  treason  ible  conduct  experience  the  same 
impunity.  And  never  aga.a,  1  hope,  will  the  same  experiment 
be  made  of  the  imbecility  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  be  it  in  w  hose  hands  it  may,  whether  democratic  or  fed- 
eral. The  result,  it  is  true,  has  not  been  unfavourable.  The 
tornado  has  S{>ent  its  fury  without  destroying  the  majestic  edi- 
fice of  our  government,  svhich  it  threatened  with  perdiiion — 
and  without  provokmg  civil  w.r.  But  the  guilt  of  those  who 
raised  the  storm,  and  the  guilt  of  those  who  shamefully  neglect- 
ed the  necessary  measures  to  ward  off  its  terriiic  consequences, 
is  precisely  the  s;iime  as  if  it  had  produced  tiiose  awful  results, 
from  which  the  finger  of  heaven  alone  saved  this  tavored  nation. 
It  may  not  be  amiss  to  contrast  with  those  horrible  vicilations 
of  law  and  propriety,  the  maxims  and  conduct  of  the  federal 
leaders  and  their  advocates  when  they  held  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment. It  will  aiibrd  an  interesting  example  of  the  facility 
with  which  our  views  of  objects  and  our  sentiments  can  be 
moulded  to  suit  the  purposes  of  the  moment. 

And,  to  commence,  I  i)eg  the  reader  will  carefully  peruse 
the  sedition  law,  passed  Anno  1798,  of  which  he  will  find  the 
principal  features  in  chapter  2. 

By  this  law, 

*'  If  any  persons  si)ouId  combine  or  conspire  together,  io  oppose  any  measure  or 
measures  rfihe  govtrwupnt  of  the  United  SUites  wnich  snouid  be  Jir<-cled  by  the 
|)roper  auiriorit^-,  the)  [j^  ihould  be  subject  to  ajine  not  ^xc^:tding Jive  tfumsand 
dollars— and  [j^  to  i,ni>rUonmtnt,  not  less  than  six  months,  nor  m^re  than 
five  years  " 

Reader,  ponJer  well  on  these  few  lines.  And  reflect  what 
'would  have  become  of  the  Chittendens,  the  Oiises,  (he  Picker- 
jnr^s,  the  Biakes,  the  Websters,  the  Kings,  ibe  Russels,  cum 
muiiis  aliis^  had  this  law  been  carried  into  open; lion  ug;  inst 
them.  There  is  not  a  man  of  them  that  would  not  have  takeh 
his  ^.bode  in  a  prison,  and  paid  a  fine  of  perijaps  ave  thojs;*nd 
doUars.  There  are  some  of  them,  who,  had  this  law  remained 
in  existence,  would  have  incurred  its  penalties  a  thousand 
times. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1808,  a  rumor  prevailed,  that 
Bonaparte  had  declared  \  nr  against  this  country,  'j'he  federal 
p?:!  ers  then  tjireatened  "the  partisans  of  France'''  with  th^ 
ve^l^ie]Tnce  of  the  lav, — ^aye,  and  with  vengeance  beyond  the 
law,  if  they  dared  to  make  the  least  oj)position  to  the^govera- 
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vnent,  or  display  their  regards  for  France,  even  in  conversation^ 
They  were  ordered  "  to  lower  their  tone''' — or  threatened  with 
being  "*fni  to  their  master.''''  Of  the  style  of  these  denuncia- 
tions and  threads,  I  annex  a  fair  .tnd  full  specimen,  from  the 
Gazette  of  the  United  States,  October  22,  J  808. 

*'  If  the  news  this  day  received,  of  an  actual  declaration  of  war  by  Ponaparte, 
phould  prove  true,  the  traiimous  emissaries  (>f  Napoleon,  nho  every  nhere  abound 
in  the  coun'ry^  nilljind  it  necessary  to  loner  their  tone  What  can  be  tohrait-d  in 
time  of  peace,  Qj^'  THE  PEOPLE  WILL  IV'OT  BEAR  IN  TIME  OF  \^  AP^. 
The  advocates  oi  French  df-ppotisni  (Jjp  muit  either  go  to  their  fhaster,  or  {j;^  be 
m^re  cautious  fin  their  Umgu-ige.  it  is  true  that  Fr.ince  has  to  all  intt-  -  and 
purposes,  been  making  war  upon  us  tl>ese  twelve  mouths.  But  as  it  has  n-?  been 
declared  in  form,  and  as  our  government  have  not  thought  proper  to  m^ke  any 
opposition,  the  papers  of  Krpoieon,  and  his  agents  of  every  description,  ivave 
hitherto  been  suffered  to  carry  on  their  intrigues,  an^  to  piomote  thecau^eof 
their  master  by  everv  means  which  they  chose  to  adopt.  WEMUSXrsOW 
CORRECT  TPJE  PROCEDURE." 

One  other  newspaper  specimen,  of  an  earlier  period,  from  the 
Baltimore  Feleral  Gazette,  July  5,  1798 — 

'*  I  believe,  that  some  of  the  old  French  leaven  still  remains  smoogft  us,  and 
that  some  vile  and  degenerate  wretches,  whom  I  call  Fnnch  partisans  or 
jimerican  jacobins,  will  not  join  any  miZi'tor.v  association,  or  j3flt7 io/ic  loan  but 
dis^courage  iheuj  as  far  as  they  dare.  1  hese  men  should  be  carefully  w.atcued  : 
and  if  they  shouM  artfully  attemp*  to  form  any  military  corps  (and  tney  wili  be 
■known  by  the  ciiaracier  of  their  c^cer<  ;ind  privutes)  notice  sh'-^jid  be  pv.n  to 
our  federal  and  state  governments,  io  pre^tnt  commissions  issuing  /r&m  najii 
of  in/'or/7Uihion"" 

This  is,  I  presume,  enough  of  this  description. 

1  now  proceed  to  detail  the  senliments  of  three  clersfymfn, 
who  have  rendered  themselves  consj  icuous  bj^  tlieir  rancorous 
hostility  to  the  administr.tlions  of.iVlr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Mtdi- 
son — the  Rev.  Jedidish  Morse,  the  Rev.  David  Osgood,  and 
4he  Rev.  Elijah  Parish.  1  have  no  recent  sermon  of  Er. 
Morse's:  But  of  tlie  anii-christian  spirit  that  predominates  in 
the  late  sermons  of  the  two  latter  ^entlf  men,  I  have  given 
abundant  proofs  find  sperimens  in  llie  56ih  chtsptt^r  of  ihls 
work.  Let  us  examine  v.hst  were  their  seniin  enis  when  the 
administration  was  in  the  hands  of  their  own  parly.  Never  was 
there  a  stronger  contrast. 

And  first,  of  Dr.  Parish.  This  reverend  gentleman  deliver- 
ed an  address,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1  79P,  vhich  I  reathes  in  every 
paee  the  most<levoted  sulniispTcn  to  ru'crs,  the  rrf  s*  decirfd 
support  of  their  n^er^srres,  and  the  n  <  sj  viiultJi;  fislmirfpticns 
against  the  oppt  s^rs  of  the  govercirtj^t-  lis  spirit  may  b€ 
readily  conceived  from  the  following  short  specimen : — 
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**  it  is  atiaip  of  day  that  requires  caaiious  jealousy.  Not  jealousy  of  your 
raajistrates,  Q;5*  ^'-*'"  ^'^^  '^^^'^  Siven  them  yoar  conficlence ;  but  of  tfiose  \rh% 
slauder  t:i -ir  j.niiiistration.  To  be  jealous  of  your  ralers  would  be,  as  if  a 
person  were  to  cboose  a  bride  froia  all  the  beauties  of  ttie  world,  and  then  iu- 
stAiitiy  without  cau?e  be  jealous  of  her  alone,  rj^j*  V  our  public  cnARACTSEg 
ARE  youa  OWN  CHOICE.  Watch  tho^e  ungrateful  -ouls,  who  murmur  about  taxa- 
tion and  oppression,  the  burdens  of  governmrnt  and  religion.  •XT^  They  have 
fellowship  with  our  enemies — they  are  traitors  to  God  and  Christianity.  Be 
jealous  of  those  who  declaim  against  alien  and  sedition  laws  ;  they  probably 
have  a  hankenng  for  lyin?  and  rebellion  themselves.  In  a  word,  let  honest  (uea 
let  the  friends  of  God  and  humanity,  spurn  from  their  embrace  every  man  v'le 
trifl'^s  with  his  fat  ler's  religion,  the  Iiope  and  salvation  of  the  world,  [r/^* '•  h© 
alarms  w.^ak  minds  with  the  designs  of  government ,  wlio  discournges  t  j;' .riost 
formidable  means  of  defence.  It  was  the  sword  which  gave  com  nsce  to  derlarc 
independence.  Such  is  the  present  state  of  human  nature,  that  jTjE*  Jothino-  hut 
the    sword  can  defend  our  independence.     Never,  never  while  tutre  is  a  crimson 

f'rop   in  your   hearts  will  you  suffer  an  armed  foe  to  breathe  your  native  air ■ 

CJ'ISED  BE  HE  TflAT  KEEPE  FH  B  VCK  HIS  S  FoaD  FROM  BLOOD  ■ 
LET  H  M  THAT  H  ^TH  NONE,  SELL  HIS  COAT  AND  BVY  ONe! 
THE  CONTEST  H  DESIR.VBLE.'» 

How  shall  we  account  for  this  ravenous  thirst  far  blood — this 
invocation  of  the  sword — this  elaborate  defence  of  the  consti- 
tuted authorities — how  reconcile  it  with  the  pacific  spirit,  the 
denunciations  of  war,  and  the  malignant  abuse  of  the  adniinis- 
tration  which  are  to  be  found  in  chapter  56  ?  There  is  only 
one  conceivable  reason — and  that  is,  when  blood  was  called 
for,  it  was  French  blood — French  blood — French  blood  that 
was  to  flow. 

Next  i  exhibit  the  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood.     A  convention  of  con- 
grescational  ministers  agreed  to  an  address  to  President  Adams 
in    May,   1793,   which   was  signed   by  that  gentleman  amono- 
otherg.     I  annex  a  short  extract : — 

"  We  remember  Christ's  command  to  forgive  and  love  our  most  in^nrious  ene- 
mies. But  neither  the  law  of  Ciirisfianity  nor  of  reason  requires  us  17-7="  to  pros- 
trate, our  national  independence,  freedom,  property  and  honour  ai  the  feet:  of 
prouii,  insatiable  oppres?oi-s.  Such  a  prostration  would  be  treason  against  that 
Beiag  who  gave  us  our  inestimable  privik'ges,  civil  and  rejieious,  as  a  sacred  de- 
posit, to  be  defendedjand  transmitted  to  posterity.  It  tvould  be  criminal  unfaith- 
fuiuess  lud  treachery  to  our  couiitry.  our  cliildren,  and  the  whole  human  race. 

"The  intimite  eoanexi->n  between  eur  civil  and  christian  blessings  is  alone 
sufficient  to  justify  the  r^^  decided  part  vrhich  the  clergy  of  America  have  uni- 
formly taken  r.^  in  suppOi  ting  the  coastituted  authorities  &ud  political  interests 
of  their  country." 

Next  follows  the  Rev.  Jedidiah  Morse,  whose  eloquence  and 
sound  reasoning  "  ?';i  olden  time,''''  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  ho- 
probation  of  the  reader.  The  folio win2:  extracts  are  fr  >m  a 
sermon  delivered  by  this  reverend  gentleman,  May  9.  1793. 

N  n 
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*•  Our  neTvspapers  teem  with  slander  and  penf  nal  invective  and  abuse.  Our 
lultrs,  grown  gity,  many  of  llif m,  in  the  servi-e  of  their  country  ,  vslio,  intlie 
various  difinilied  and  responsible  ofEceg  they  have  fiiled,  havr  dischaiged  tlieir 
duties  with  great  ability  and  incorruptible  integrity,  are  yet  stippjatized  continu- 
ally, as  unfriendly  to  the  rigtit?  and  liberties  cf  the  people,  and  o  the  tiue  inter- 
ests of  their  country.  Our  governmfnt  itself,  the  jnost  perfect,  the  best  admin- 
istered, the  least  burd- nsoiu-,  and  most  happyfying  to  the  people,  of  any  od 
earth,  is  yet  steadily  opposed  in  all  its  important  met;sures  }  und  regular  and 
continual  efforts  are  made  Vo  "  step  its  v.  heeis." 

"  As  citizens  we  ought  with  one  heart  to  cleave  to,  and  support,  our  own  gov- 
ernirent-  It  is  a  government  of  our  cwn  io-n:i.g.  ant!  sfin  ii  is'-eiee  by  n  en  of 
our  own  choice  ,  and  tuerefore  claims  our  conrdence  and  support-  We  ougiit  o 
repel,  with  indignation  every  suggestion  and  slanderous  in>inuation,  calcula- 
ted to  weaken  a  jutt  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  the  intention?;  ©four  constitut- 
ed authorities.  All  sucii  insinuations,  at  this  ciitical  period,  proceed  from  an 
influence  hosti'e  to  our  peace;  and,  if  permitted  to  have  their  intended  effect, 
MAY  ACCOMPLISH  THE  PI  RPO^E^  OF  OUR  ENEMIES.  li\  OUR 
blV]SlblS\  AND  THE  OVERTHROW  OF  OUR  GOVERNMENT.  While, 
on  the  one  hand,  we  would  avoid  passive  .obedience  find  non-resistance  let  n«  not 
vibiate  into  the  other  extreme,  and  believe  it  a  duty  to  be  jealous  and,suspicicus 
of  every  thing  which  is  done  by  cur  luiers  W  e  thought  the;ri  honest  men,  and 
friends  to  their  country,  wlitn  we  elected  them  into  office;  and  what  have  they 
since  done  to  forfeit  our  gc^d  opinion  ?  I>et  their  measures  be  exfimined  with 
candour  and  we  shall  assuredly  say,  they  deserve  nell  of  their  country.  In  this 
moment'  of  our  political  danger,  let  us  be  impressed  witli  this  truth— that — 
*•' United  we  stand — divided  we  fall."  The  increasing  union  among  us,  and  the 
revival  and  expression  of  the  true  American  spirit,  are  tokens  for  good,  and  augur 
•R-ell  in  regard  to  cur  ])olitical  interests. 

"  To  the  unfriendly  disposition  and  conduct  of  a  foreign  power,  we  mr.y  a?ci  ibe- 
the  unhappy  divisions  that  have  existed  among  us,  which  have  so  greatly  disturb- 
ed oar  peace,  and  tineatened  the  overthrow  of  our  goveroment.  Their  maxim, 
to  which  they  have  strictly  and  steadily  adhered,  has  been,  "  Divide  and  govern." 
Ti:eir  too  great  ir.fii'.ence  among  u^  has  been  exerted  vigorously,  and  in  conformity 
to  a  deep  laid  pbn,  in  cheri;hinii  pnrty  spirit,  in  vilifying  themen  we  have,  by  our 
free  suffrages,  t  levted  to  adnii;  ister  onr  ron^titution  ;  and  have  thus  endeavored 
to  detroy  'he  c-nf-dence  of  the  people  w  the  constituted  auth6rities,  ard  divide 
Ihemfrom  the  government. 

A  comrrrison  of  these  doctrines  v>ith  the  doctrines  and 
practice  oftlie  Rev.  Messrs.  Osgood  and  Palish  in  1812,  1813, 
and  1814,  as  exhiiited  chap.  56,  rniist  excite  the  most  painful 
sensadons  in  the  nrsind  of  every  mm  who  feels  for  the  honor 
of  his  species.  It  is  impossihie  for  the  human  mind  to  ccncei^rc 
of  a  ixmr'r'  striking  contrast — a  more  deplorable  instance;  of  in- 
fatuation and  delusion — or  a  more  awful  memorial  of,  and  me- 
mento a2;aiost,  human  weakness. 

c-^From  ihe  puli>it,  I  descenri  to  the  civil  walk — and  siitmitthe 
opinion  of  Governor  Gilman  in  1  798,  in  an  address  to  the  legis- 
lature, and  the  echo  from  hoth  houses. 

Fvom  Governor  Gihman''s  Speech  to  Ike  Legislature,  of  New- Eampskirt. 
**  Perfection  in  human  nffairs  is  not  to  be  expccled  :  to  satisfy  every  cilisen  ig 
next  to  impossible;  but  if  our  system  of  national  government  is  generally  good  ; 
if  it  is  free  ;  if  we  have  the  chr  ioa  ■>6  frequfitly  as  we  wish,  of  pert--ons  to  admin- 
istex  it ;  if  oce  of  the  fr.rdamcnial  and  irreversible  principles  in  a  republican  eov- 
erament,  is,  that  g^  a  majority  shall  govern,  is  it  net  proper  to  give  g^  * 
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fina  Fupport  to  t!ie  laws  and  admiiiistraLion  of  such  a  government,  and  for  every 
citizen  da'.y  lo  iou^ijer  lio^v  f;ir  CLAAIjR  AND  OPPOSl  TlOA'  IHaaETO 
H\o  i.NVi  TED  OR  i'RjCURED,  OR  MAY  INVITE  OR  PROCURE,  IN- 
JURIES FROM  \i\Y  FORElGiX  NaTIO.V  ?" 

Extract  from  the  ansver  of  the  Senate  to  the  above. 

*'  Convinced  that  oar  national  government  is  formed  on  tlie  surest  basis  of  Tb . 
f;rty  ;  tiiat  ne  rry^  uijjorily  ought  to  rule  ;  that  we  have  an  opportunity,  as  often 
us  «e  caa  wi  :;  i  Oiuuge  uud  eiect  our  rulers,  we  view  it  as  tiie  paUadiuiu  oi  our 
ri^^ijts,  and  entiLied  to  our  iirmeit  support. 

•  AUioagii  j-^aiousy  is  a  lively  ir  ut  in  apolitical  chviracter,  yet  when  very 
f crupii!oj.sly  exercised  towards  the  ^Juiinis'irators  of  goverunjent,  p^^  it  ipay 
teiid  to  lessen  the  conadeiicf  of  a  people  m  iaeir  ruiers  —and  ''^_j=>  ".ve  vu'w  with 
rt'jjrut  and  iudi.411  iUo.i  l.ie  faction  » aat  ci  i-uio ars  for  tue  de.-truction  of  our  peace 
a:!d  govcTiimeut,  and  conceive  its  oaly  >ource  lo  be  tUe  dregs  of  successive  fore:ga 
anarony,  operatin,  on  tje  weak  and  vicious." 

Extract/ fom  the  aa^rver  of  the  House. 

*'  As  the  constitution  of  the  goverunieut  was  framed  by  tlie  wisest  and  best 
•mea,  was  adopted  after  a  candid  discussion,  ..nd  up^u  m  iture  deliberatioii,  with- 
out vioruce  or  tumult,  it  belongs  to  u^:  to  repose  proper  coiindence  m  the  ofiiu-ers 
of  our  own  choice,  and  wiUjn;j;iy  aliard  edec  ive  aid  to  tiiat  government  which 
we  have  i.istituLed  for  aie  coaimou  good.  The  beae-lciui  euects  of  tiie  coiistitu- 
lioti  of  the  United  States  nave  be^-a  generally  felt,  and  aciiuowltdged  to  bd  far 
greater  tiian  was  at  irst  expected  1  spirit  of  inquiry  into  tlie  principles  of  a 
gov  rnmfat  and  tae  mtde  of  is  adrainittration  pertains  to  a  free  peeop'e  :  But 
rr>»  I'hpji  that  spirit  becomes  intt -nperatey  and  its  ..esigns  are  rrj-'  10  PRO- 
Al^TR  OPP;)9fTiOlV,  O  DiViDE  kNO  WEAKEN  THW  GOVERN- 
MENT, ir  MAY  EiMBOLilLN  t^ORKlGN  PO^^'ERS  TO  INVADi^:  OUR 
RiGKI'cj.  a7Ld  embu  rass  ihe  mtaiures  nectsiary  to  obtain  redress.  Wheievei* 
«ucii  a  restless,  uneasy  temper  appears,  we  will  lend  oar  Ortnest  aid  to  discourage 
6Drt  correct  it." 

I  might  extend  the  subject  very  far.  But  I  trust  I  have 
"  mad3  out  my  case,'^  com,)lete!y,  and  that  it  would  be  extreme 
supererogation  to  eater  into  any  farther  detail.* 


CHAPTER  LXXIII. 

View  of  the  prosperity  of  the   United  States,  during  the  various 
administrations.     Mighty  errors  prevalent  on  this  topic. 

A  VERY  large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  imbibed  a  deep  and 
rooted  impression,  that  fiom  the  period  when  the  administra- 
tion of  the  general  government  was  withdrawn  from  the  hands 
of  the  federiilists,  and  placed  in  those  of  their  political  oppo- 
nents,  the  prosperity  of  the   nation  began  rapidly  to  decay, 

*Sorae  of  the  extracts  in  this  chapter  and  in  the  56th,  are  taken  from  an  excel- 
lent little  pamphlet,  published  in  New-Hampsiiire,  and  entitled,  "  An  address 
to  the  cier.;y  of  New-England,  on  their  opposition  to  the  rulers  of  the  United 
Stats:;.     By  a  Laymaa. 
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They  belieTe  ihat  during  the  presidency  ol  General  Washing- 
ton and  cf  Mr*  Aciams,  particuiarly  the  i'oimtr,  cur  joiiiicai 
and  commercial  sun  had  ascended  to  its  meridian  height  ;  that 
€ven  previous  to  the  embargo  and  restricti\e  systeio  generally, 
it  had,  under  ihe  administration  of  ]\ir.  Jetierson,  descended. to- 
wards the  horizon  ;  that  those  measures  sunk  it  lai  Lelow, 
whence  it  is  never  to  rise,  till  the  pov.erscf  the  general  govern- 
ment, legislative  and  executive,  are  restored  to  the"^r/n/me 
sons  of  Wa^hington''^ — nurtured  in  his  bosomi — foroied  in  his 
school — imbued  uith  his  maxims — rud  determined  to  tread  in 
his  footsteps,  and  to  follow  his  illustrious  exam{  le. 

The  universal  prevalence  of  these  oj)inions  among  the  feder- 
alists of  this  country,  \\\\\  hardly  be  controverted.  1  doubt 
whether  there  is  a  man  among  them,  from  the  higiiest  grade  of 
intellect  do\vn  to  the  opposite  extreme,  who  does  not  regard  it 
as  impertinence  and  presumption  to  call  them  in  fjiestion.  And 
the  prevalence  of  the  imjression  is  not  woncieiful.  The  asser- 
tions have  been  so  often  repeated,  \\ith  so  much  confidence, 
and  in  so  many  shapes  and  forms,  that  it  was  noi  in  hiiman  na- 
ture for  the  federalists  to  witithold  assent.  11  is  a  well  kr»owii 
property  of  mankind  to  lend  an  easy  assent  to  th«  se  opinions 
that  ilatier  our  vanity,  offer  incei.se  to  our  pride,  tend  to  pro- 
mote our  iiiteiests,  or  to  gratify  our  j.mS.iiion. 

The  prt-Vr.!ence  of  tbfge  opimons  has  producid  most  delete- 
rious  consequences.  It  has  tmiitteied  fellou  citizens  against 
each  other  with  the  most  virulent  animosity.  The  federalists, 
persuaded  thai  their  antagonists  have  impaired  tlie  honor,  and 
ha;"p»neFs.  and  prosperity  of  ourc.>mmon  country,  have  regard- 
ed them  ^^ith  sentiments  of  rancour,  and  hatred,  and  disgust. 
An?'  if  their  views  of  the  crse  v. ere  correct,  their  opponents 
■would  he  fit  objects  of  those  hosnlle  feelings.  It  w<iuld  be  laud- 
able to  strain  every  nerve  to  expel  frum  power  m.en  whcse 
■whole  course  hf;d  proved  them  unworthy  of  it.  The  anory 
passions  r^iring  on  one  side  enkindle  trieir  likeness  in  the 
breasts  of  their  opponents,  who  are  deeply  exasperated  at  the 
inir.slice  they  believe  themselves  to  have  experienced  from 
their  adversaries.  This  is  i^erfectly  natural.  And  time,  which 
in  all  common  cases  possesses  the  property  of  diminishing  the 
force  ofimssion,  is  unfortunately  deprived  of  tbis  salutary  power, 
by  the  zeal  and  activity  of  those  who  find  an  inierest  in  frment- 
ins-  uublic  discord.  And  that  there  are  mnnj  of  our  citizens  of 
this  drscrirtion,  -^os&esstd  <  f  sreat  talents,  great  industry,  and 
great  infiuence,  cannot  be  denied. 


if  the  alTe2:ations  agiinst  the  democratic  adrnlnistrations  were 
true,  i  shouici  most  iieartily  and  cordlaliy  pray  for  a  change  of 
our  raiers.  I  am  not  in  love  with  ruin  or  disgrace.  And  far 
from  being  willing  to  sacrifice  the  honor,  or  happiness,  or  inte- 
rest of  a  great  nition  for  the  advantage  of  a  president,  vice-pre- 
sident, aad  a  few  secretaries,  6zc.  &c.  there  are  no  ten  thousand 
men  of  either  party  whom  I  a  ould  for  a  second  put  into  the 
scale  against  a  fourth  part,  not  to  f^ay  the  v»'ho!e  of  the  nation. 

1  believe  that  such  are  the  sentiments  of  the  democrats  gen- 
erally. I  am  convinaed  that  if  they  could  be  persuaded  that 
Mi".  Jefferson  or  Mr.  Madison  had  sacriticed  the  interests  or  the 
honor  of  their  country,  they  would  unhesitatingly  prefer  Rufug 
Kin?,  Timothy  Pickering,  George  Cabot,  or  De  Witt  ClintoHa 
Perish  the  man,  whoever  he  be,  who  would  offer  up  the  happi- 
ness of  millions  to  promote  the  interests  or  the  views  of  a  few  t  - 

This  s'jbject  well  deserves  the  most  serious  consideration. 
It  will  amply  repay  the  time  bestowed  on  it  by  me  and  my 
readers.  If  the  opinions,  which  I  have  stated,  he  correct,  they 
ought  to  be  as  generally  promulgated  as  possible  ;  no  pains  iior 
exertions  ought  to  be  spared  in  order  to  illuminate  the  minds  of 
those  who  disbelieve  them.  If  they  be  erroneous,  the  sooner 
and  more  completely  they  are  detected,  exposed,  and  ^^  consign- 
ed to  the  tom'^of  the  Capulets,"  the  better.  And  I  trust  there 
is  no  upright,  candid  federalist,  that  would  wish  the  elevation 
or  the  influence  of  his  party  to  be  promoted  or  perpetuated  by 
the  prevalence  of  error.  He  would  scorn  to  be  wafted  to  power 
by  the  unhallowed  means  of  delusion. 

This  chapter  I  regard  as  the  most  important  in  the  Book, 
multifarious  as  are  its  contents.  - 

The  chief  criteria,  whereby  to  decide  upon  the  decay  or 
prosperity  of  nations,  may  be  reduced  to  six  heads. 

1.  Domestic  industry  and  improvements  in  all  their  various 
branches. 

2.  Population — whether  stationary,  inerttasing,  or  deereas-^^ 
ing. 

3.  Foreign  commerce. 

4.  Increase  or  decrease  of  revenue. 

5.  Discharge  or  accumulation  of  debts. 
6i  Navigation. 

i  ihali  slightly  touch  on  each  of  these- 
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Sect.  I.  Domestic  industry  and  improvements. 

The  first  item,  which  is  the  most  important,  and  embracing 
by  far  the  greatest  sum  of  human  hapjjjness,  does  not  atTord 
those  marked  and  decisive  documents  or  data,  th.;t  the  custom 
houses  and  other  public  offices  furnish  for  the  remaining  five. 
The  progres?  of  national  industry  sheds  its  beneficent  influence 
around  witfwut  glare  or  ostentation.  Hamlets  become  villages — 
villages  become  towns — towns  become  cities — cities  double 
their  population  and  almost  unobserved.  There  are  few  or  no 
documents  to  establish  the  facts.  They  are  yet  on  due  investi- 
gation tangible  and  strikingly  visible.  Nevertheless,  from  the 
extreme  scarcity  of  data  or  documents,  1  was  almost  v. holly 
discouraged  from  entering  on  the  subject,  and  disposed  to  appeal 
to  the  reader's  personal  observations  for  the  rapid  advances  of 
domestic  industry,  and  the  general  improvement  of  the  country. 
But  I  have  judged  it  better  to  avail  myself  of  the  few  1  have, 
which  are  gleaned  from  Blodget's  Economica,  than  jiass  the 
subject  over  in  silence.  They  are  principally  estimates,  and 
cannot  therefore  be  supposed  to  be  entirely  correct.  But  they 
are  sufficient  to  answer  the  purposes  of  comparison,  which  is 
all  the  object  1  have  in  view. 

1.  In  tillage—  1T97  Acres— 9,600,000 

1801  10.500,000 

1805  11,400,000 

*.  Meadows  &  fallow  grounds— 1 797  Acres— 9,500,000 

1801  9.900,000 

1805  10,350,000 

S.  Total  improved  lands—      1T97  Acres— 35,600,000 

1801  S7,4:X),000 

1805  39.400,000 

1807  59,990,010 

4.  Value  of  cultivated  >          jg^^  ^5  g^ 

lands  per  acre —      \ 

1805  6,25 

5.  Horses-  1797  990,000 

1801  1,070,000 

1805  1,200,000 

1807  1,300.000 

6;  Horned  Cattle—  1797  g,220,0OO 

1801  .2,500,000 

1805  2,950,000 

1807  3,200.000 

7,  Banknote?  in  circulation— 1797  10,000,000 

1801  11,Cl>;},(>00 

1804  14,1'00,000 

1807  18,000.000 
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8.  Metallic  medluai- 


9.   Valuation  of  real  an 
personal  estate- 


10.  Toll  bridges- 


11.  Turnoikes  and  Canals- 


1^.  Insurance  Companies — 


13.  Banks — 


14.  Cash  in  the  Treasury — 


15.  Custom-house  bonds — 


Of  the  above  items,  the  first  nine  are,  as  I  have  staled,  merely 
tstim cites.  From  the  Lic*ture  of  the  case,  they  could  not  be  oth- 
erwise. Bat  they  afford  tolerable  data  for  calculalien»and  com- 
pariifons  of  the  advancemeut  of  the  prosperity  of  the  counliy. 
The  other  items,  the  toll  bridges,  turnpikes  and  canals,  iosurauce 
companies,  banks,  cash  in  the  treasury,  and  custom-h<»u&e  bunds, 
were  derived  from  actual  docuratints,  procured  by  the  unwea- 
ried exertions  of  the  audior  of  the  Econoniica. 

Section  II.   Population, 

The  statements  I  shall  give  on  this  point  are  extracted  from 
the  ccQsus  of  1800,  the  last  year  of  the  administration  of  tlie  fed- 


1T9T 

16,000,000 

1801 

17,00o.C'OO 

1804 

17,500,000 

1305 

18,500,000 

IGOT 

20,000,0C0 

1T9T 

2,190,500,000 

1801 

2,430,500,000 

1804 

2,50^,000,000 

1807 

2,518,00., 000 

Kg. 

Capital  Stock. 

1797 

15 

$l,tOU,000 

1801 

£5 

1,86  J, 000 

1804 

SO 

2,000,000 

1807 

43 

1797 

25 

2,300,000 

1801 

S3 

3.050,000 

1805 

48 

4,900,000 

1807 

82 

1797 

9 

3,300,000 

1801 

22 

6,000,000 

1804 

40 

10,000,000 

1807 

17,000,000 

1797 

25 

19,200,000 

1801 

31 

22,400,000 

1805 

39 

39,5O0,v00 

1807 

86 

50,000,000 

1797 

888,998 

1801 

3,295,391 

1803 

4, 8-::  4, 821 

1806 

4,533,105 

1807 

9,643,842 

1797 

10,405,091 

1801 

15,257,527 

1803 

12,317,449 

1806 

19,553,890 
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eral  parly,  and  that  of  1810,  when  their  successors  had  held  the 
reins  of  goverrimeii'  fc.r  len  years,  during  which  the  pernicious 
elTe CIS,  so  g,enerally  ascribed  to  ttieir  system,  roust  have  Jiad  am- 
ple liase  to  develope  themselves. 

1800.  1810. 


Population  of  Maine 

151,719 

228,705 

Vcniiont 

154,465 

217. C95 

JVewliampshire 

l«.S,e.58 

214,460 

Massachusetts 

4S2,845 

472,040 

Cf»nnccticut 

251.002 

264,942 

Is'cvv   York 

586,050 

959,049 

!Nevv  Jersey 

£11,149 

945,562 

PcKnsylvania 

60'2,535 

810.091 

"Virginia 

886,149 

974,622 

North  Carolina 

4T8,105 

555,500 

South  Carolifia 

§45,591 

415,115 

Geo!u,ia 

16'2,636 

252,433 

Kentucky 

220,959 

400,511 

Tennessee 

105,602 

261,727 

Ohio 

45,S65 

230,760 

City  of  New  York 

60,529 

96,273 

City  of  Philadelphia  7 
and  liberties               \ 

6T,811 

88,987 

City  of  Baltimore 

26,614 

35,583 

Town  of  Boston  and  rest  > 
of    utfolk  county           $ 

28,015 

S4,381 

Newport 

6,739 

7,907 

Providence 

7,614 

10,071 

Nantucket 

5,617 

6,&07 

Portsmouth,  N.H. 

5,339 

6,934 

Kewhaven, 

4,049 

6,567 

Pittsburg 

1,565. 

4,768 

Here  are  most  iacontrovertibl*».  proofs  of  the  advancement  of 
the  United  States  in  the  road  to  happiness  and  prosperity.     Eve- 
ry part   of  the  union  which  did  not   labor  under  disadvantages 
from  its  crowded  population,  or  its  sterility,  or  the  migration  of 
its  citizens,  has  made    rapid  strides   in  this  glorious   course. — 
What  a  stupendous  increase  in  the  stales  of  New-York,  Penn- 
sylvania,  Georgia,   Kentucky,   Tennessee   and    Ohio !      With 
what  ineffable  delight   must  every  friend  of  his  species  contem- 
plate these  glorious  scenes  of  expanding  population,  civilization, 
and  happiness !     Agriculture,  arts,  manulaclures,  commerce,  and  < 
science,  spreading  their  holy  empire  where  a  few  years  past  thcc 
wild  ravage  prowled  in  quest  of  prey  t  - 
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Section  III.     Foreign  commerce. 

I  proceed  to  the  liiiid  criterion  of  natioaa!  prospevitj- .  And 
here  ihe  documenis  are  lull,  complete  and  irresisiible.  They  de- 
serve, and  I  hope  will  receive,  the  most  particular  alieMtion. 

The  federal  goverameat  was  oiganized  and  went  into  opera- 
tion in  1789.  No  tables  of  exports  were  however  published 
lor  that  or  ihe  succeeviiuo;  >e  ir.  They  be«an  in  1791.  i  nnj 
iheiefoie  iimiied  to  six  years  of  Geaeral  Washington's  admiuis- 
1  ration. 

Let  it  be  observed,  that  from  1791  till  1802  inclusively,  there 
WHS  no  disCiimi nation  in  the  olficial  tables  of  exp'.n*is  of  Anieri- 
can  produciions  and  nunufaciures,  Crom  those  loreig:^.  artiiles 
wiiicli  were  re-exj^orfed  fiom  this  counti}.  ThU  renrJeis  the 
comparison  less  complete  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been. 


Exports  from  ike  United  States,  domestic  and  foreign, 

39,765,00© 


President  Washington  1T91         19,Oi'2,000 

1T92         20,753,000 


1T93  26,iO'c.'.000 

17^4  33,026,000 

1T35  4T,9i.9,0aa 

1796  67,064,000 


President  Adams                                     179T  56,850,000 

'  1798  61,527,000 

f                                                  1799  78,665  000 

1800  70,971,000 


174,188,000 


President  Jefferson  1801  94,115  000 

1802  72,483.000 

1803  55.80*3.000 

1804  77,699,000 


268,013,000 


1805  95,566,000 

1806  101,536,000 

1807  108,343,000 

1808  22,430,000 


300,097,000 


President  Madison     >  1809  52,203,000 

1810  66,757,000 

1811  61,376  000 

1812  S8i5?7^000 

1813  27,855,000 


327,875,000 


246,718,000 
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Exp&rtation  of  American  productions  and  manufactures. 

President  Jefferson.                                 1S03  42,205,000 

ly04  41,467.000 

1805  42,Sb7,O00 

l{i06  41,253,000 

1807  41^,699,000 

1803  9,4SS,«hX) 


President  Madison.  If09  31,405,000 

18i0  42vi66,000 

1811  45,294,000 

1812  32,658.(000 

1813  25,008.L>00 


225,444,000 


-  176,731,000 


Annual  average  of  American  exports,  foreipi  and  domestic, 

1.  Du.ing  the  piesidency  of  General  Washington  35,500,000 

2.  Dunng  that  of  Ac.  .\daras  67,000,000 

5.  For  the  whole  of  General  Washington's  and  Mr.  )  ^4  m„,^  txr.^ 

Adams*  precidency                                                     \  51,250,000 

4.  During  >lr.  Jefferson'?  Grst  period  75,000,000 

5-  Daring  his  >eco:u!,  including  a  year  of  embargo  81. 900,100 

6.  For  his  \vh.)le  ttim  78,450,000 

7.  During  Mr   .»indiF(»n's  first  five  years,  including  a  year 

and  a  half  of  war  49,000,000 

8.  For  Mr.  Jefferson's  and  Mr.  Madison's,  inclusive  67,200,006 

Averasre  of  domestic  exjwrts, 

1.  Daring  six  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  presidency,  1803  till 

180^^,  inclusive  37,500.000 

2.  During  five  vears  of  3Ir.  Madison's  35,300,c'00 

3.  For  eleven  years  from  1803  to  1813,  inclusive  36,500,000 

To  the  candid  reader,  desirous  to  foira  correct  estimates  of  the 
affairs  of  his  country',  and  to  divest  his  mind  of  pcrnirioufj  er- 
rors, I  venture  earnestly  to  rcceimmend  a  careful  consideiation 
of  i.hesetabliB.  He  will  thereby  be  convinced  tiiattill  France  and 
England  conimenced  their  disgraceful  and  unparalleled  course  of 
rapine  and  devastation"  preying  on  the  unprotected  coniinerce 
of  a  fiiend!}'  power,"  the  United  States  mfide  as  rapid  progress 
in  the  career  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  from  the  year  1801  till 
1807,  so  f^r  as  respects  foreign  commerce,  as  any  uaiion  in  tke 
world  has  ever  done. 
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Seciioa  IV.     Revenue. 

The  fourth  criterion  whereby  to  test  the  progress  of  the  pros- 
perity ol  the  Unite.l  States,  is  the  siiuation  of  Us  revenues.  De- 
cay arid  decre^iude  are  incompaiibie  wiih  their  increase  or  ad- 
vancement. I  shall  iheiefoie  state  the  nttf  amount  ol  the  im- 
post of  the  United  Siatts  from  1791  to  1812,  incUisive,  taken 
from  the  official  documents  submitted  to  Congress  by  Jos*  ph 
JN^ourse,  esquire,  regibter  gencial,  in  pursuance  of  che  order  of 
the  house  of  representatives.  Of  the  direct  taxes  I  have  not  a 
statement — but  they  are  uuf  sseniiai  in  the  formation  of  a  compa- 
rison. 


President  Washington.                              1791  6,534,263 

1T92  4,614,924 

1793  6,073,512 

1794  6.683,313 

1795  7,959,409 

1796  7,368,120 


11,149,187 


Fi-esident  Adams.                                      1797  8,258,111 

1798  6,192,447 

1799  9,035,348 

1800  '  9,351,346 


28,084,554 


President  Jefferson.                                   1801  13,362,702 

1802  8,327,260 

1803  11,322,427 

1804  14.996,965 


32,837,252 


48,009,354 


54,664,071 


President  JefFersoa,                                     1805  14,978,880 

1806  16,015,317 

1807  16,492,889 

1808  7,176,985 

President  Madison.  1809  7,138,675 

1810  i:,756,83l 

1811  7,88)5.^63 

1812  13,059,8^5 

40,844,^5^ 

This  table  requires  but  little  examination.'  It  is  decisive  a.jd 
©vei  whj^jming— and  of  itself  would  fully  suffice  to  settle  this 
question.     I  subjoin  the  rrsult  : 

Average  duties  on  imports, 

1.  General  Washington's  presidency,  six  years,  6,500  000 

2.  ^«r.  Adams's  four  years,  b'sOg'cO® 
S.  ^enerai  Washington's  und  Mr.  Adams's,  ten  years  7'20!.'oOO 
4.  Mr.  Jeffs,  son's  Arst  peri-  d  of  service,  fuur  yeai'S,  12^000  000 
5-                do.        second  period,  four  years,    .  13^650,009 
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6.  Mr.  Madison's  first  period,  10,21«,0«D 

7.  :Mr.  Jefferson's  and  Mr.  Madison'^i  twelve  yeai-s,  11,956,000 

It  were  needless  to  add  comnienls.  The  most  superficial 
reader  cwiiiioi  mistake — die  most  prejudiced  daie  uot  reject  ihe 
stiong  and  hresislible  evideuce  here  laid  before  the  public. 

Section   V.  Navigation. 

The  increase  or  decrea  e  of  ihe  tonnage  of  a  commercial  na- 
tion IS  an  iDsporlantcrittiiou  of  the  retrogradalion  or  the  advai. ce- 
ment of  its  prosperity.  Lei  us  calmly  enquire  into  the  indications 
dcducible  from  this  source. 

I  lay  before  tlie  read<  r  a  table  of  the  tonntge  of  the  United 
States  from  1793  till  1812  incUisive. 

Tons. 
President  Washington.  1793        A91,'T89 

1794  -  6SG.415 

1795  747,961 

1796  £31,897 
2,700,082 

President  Adams.                                            1797  876,910 

1798  888,326 

1799  946,407 

1800  975,409 

PresidenlJeffersou.  1801      1,032,216 

1802  8?2,102 

1803  949,171 

1804  1,042,402 

President  JeffersoR. 


president  Madison. 


1805 

1,140,356 

1806 

1.208,733 

1807 

1,268,545 

1808 

1,242,443 

1809 

1,350.178 

1810 

1.445,781 

1811 

1,414,770 

1812 

1,232,502 

3,685,132 


3,915,891 


4,860,087 


5,440,251 

Average  tonnage  of  last  four  years,  of  General 

Washinsiton's  presidency,  675,00© 

of  Mr.  Adams's  921,000 

of  General  Wasliington's  and  Mr.  Adams'fl  798,000 

of  Mr.  Jpffereon's  eight  years,  1,097.000 

of  Mr.  MEdison's  first  period.  1,355.000 

of  Mr.  Jefierson's  and  Mr.  Madison's,  1,257,00© 
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1  trust  that  these  statements  cannot  fail  to  prove  the  utmost 
want  of  fouadaiion  of  the  idea  that  the  prosperity  of  the  Uniied 
Slates  fco  tar  as  respects  navigation,  has  decayed  since  the  change 
of  rulers.  Notvvilhsiaudiuji^  the  unprecedented  depredations  per- 
petrated  on  us  by  both  belligerents,  the  tonnage  of  the  nation  in- 
ere?.sed  witli  a  steady  pace.  The  lycrease  during  .tie  ftrst  period 
of  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  is  really  astonishing. 

Section  VI.  National  Debts. 

The  next  criterion  of  ihe  decay  or  prosperity  of  a  nation, 
is  its  debts.  It  is  self-evideni  that  a  oalion  or  an  individual 
wiiose  dt-bts  are  rapidly  discharging,  caniiOt  be  in  a  state  oi  de- 
cay or  de^>reciaiion.  In  order,  dierefore,  to  enable  the  reader  to 
decide  the  qaesiion  at  issue  b)  this  criterion,  1  subjoin  aslaien!ent 
of  (he  uatiotial  deb.  of  ihe  United  States,  on  ihefiist  day  oi  every 
year  from  1791  till  1813. 

President  FVasbington. 


Fresidefit  Adams. 


President  Jeffcrs*n. 


President  MadisOB. 


1791 

75,463,476 

1792 

Ti.illMi 

1793 

80,^52,634 

1794 

78.4^7,404 

1795 

80,747.587 

1796 

83,7H2  172 

-■ 

1797 

82,064, 179 

1793 

79,228.529 

1799 

78.408,069 

1800 

82,976,204 

1801 

83,033  050 

1802 

80,712,632 

1803 

77,054  486 

1804 

86,427,120 

18G5 

82,312  15d 

It)08 

75,723,270 

1807 

69.218,398 

1308 

65,190,317 

1809 

57,023, 192 

1810 

53,172  302 

IBll 

47,913.756 

1812 

45,1-20,150 

This  affords  a  most  exhilirating;  view  of  the  situation  of  the 
United  States,  and  proves  the  utter  ralJdC\  of  the  j)rovc.i!itig 
opinions  oh  this  topic.    In  twelve  yeais  of* democratic  admia- 

Oo 
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iatrtion,  from  1801  to  1812,  inclusive,  the  debt  was  rediice^i 
from  83  0  :8,uoO 

to  45,1 1.0,  ISO 

notwitlistaading  the  pwrcbase  of  Loui- 
siana tor  15,000,000 
'Tshich  IS  an  actual  reduction  of                                    52,91 7.^00 

And  to  increase  our  surpns*  and  our  rapturous  jo}  id  such 
a  glorious  view  ot  the  immense  resources  oi  ou»  b.tsseu  c<  un- 
try,  one  of  the  early  measures  cl  Mr.  Jefierson's  rii:mmi&iia- 
tion  was  the  repeal  of  a  catalogue  ol  burdeusou.e  taxes. 

Amonic  the  \fondert'ul  and  iiiexplicHi  le  ton-,  lams  and  li- 
bels against  the  democr<ilic  udministration  was  the  rej  ti;!  of 
these  taxes  !  It  is  the  fust  time,  in  the  hisior^  of  the  \>orid, 
that  the  repeal  of  giinding,  harassing  and  degrading  taxes  was 
considered   as  matter  of  accusation,  or  as  an  uupu^  ular  meas- 

Bre. 

The  taxes  repealed,  were — 1.  Excise  on  stills  and  domestic 
distilled  spirits.  2.  On  refined  sugar.  3.  On  iictnces  to  re- 
tailers.    4.  Duties  on  pleasurable  carriages.     5.   btan  |  s. 

In  eome  of  the  late  \ery  elaborate  publications  of  IVir.  Pick- 
ering, in  which  he  employed  his  ulmo^t  talents  and  influence 
to  dissuade  his  lello^'  citizens  1  cm  siibscribing  to  the  go\trn- 
ment  loans,  a  priucipal  argumeut  wa  deduced  from  the  witLed- 
ness  of  the  re;  eal  cl  these  taxts.  And  thf  Hartiord  coi;\tn- 
tion,  after  drawing  the  most  alarmisjg  picture  of  the  hideous 
state  of  public  affairs,  in  euumeiatmg  ihe  means  whereby 

*'  A  high  stale  of  public  prosperity  has  iindfTgone  a  miferable  aud  affiicticg 
reverse  through  the  prevalence  ol  a  weak  aiid  proLi^ate  policy," 

Expressly  state  as  the  fourth  cause — 

'•  The  abolition  of  exi>-ting  taxes,  rcquirite  t(*  prtp?re  the  ct  ntry  for  those 
cb  ^  ees  to  which  nations  are  always  tx] oeed,  witu  a  view  tt  the  acrui  ition  of 
popular  favor." 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  decide — I  leave  tiiat  task  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Hartford  conveniion— with  what  j  roi-riety  in  Jje- 
«ember,  1 81 4,  the  distress,  or  Mifiiculty,  or  embarrassment,  or 
decay  of  the  United  States,  real  or  pretended,  could  be  ascrib- 
ed to  the  repeal,  in  1802,  of  taxes,  ^ome  of  them  most  odious, 
:Rhea  such  in  the  interim  had  been  the  overflowing  state  of  the 
tieasury,  that  the  public  debt  had  been  reduced  37,917,900  dol- 
lars, exclusive  of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  Tliis  is  a  most 
extraordinary  paradox. 

1  dare  flatter  m>se]f  with  the  hope  that  1  have  presented  suf- 
ficieni  materials  to  the  reader,  to  satisfy  him  thai  the  glowing 
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statements  of  tfie  estraordiaary  prosperily  of  this  country  dur- 
ir*!  i.ie  predoiniaance  ot"  tederdiisin,  and  of  ils  uttef  deca^^fiooi 
a  change  oi'  rulers,  are  gross  errors,  utterly  void  of  foundation, 
and  juegoaut  with  as  •j)emiciou3  consequences,  as  rnosl  that 
have  ever  prevailed  in  this  or  perhaps  ia  any  other  nation. — 
Tne  nation,  previous  lo  the  operation  of  the  federal  govern- 
in  .nt,  was  in  the  most  prostrate  and  abject  stale.  Ar  s,  trndes, 
and  comiidrce  ianguished.  Industry  iiad  little  or  no  encour- 
agement. Tender  laws  and  other  measures,  impoliic  ami  un- 
jus.,  had  banished  conhdeuee  between  man  and  mm.  A  a  un- 
favorable oalance  of  trade  had  exhausted  the  country  of  its 
m 'taliic  medium.  The  states  were  hostile  to  and  jealous  of 
each  other.  In  a  word,  affairs,  far  want  of  a  general  control- 
ling government,  had  gone  on  from  bad  to  worse,  till  good  men 
began  to  doubt  whether  in  its  consf^quencea  the  revolution 
would  deserve  to  be  styled  a  blessing;. 

But  the  establishment  of  our  most  no  de  and  most  excellent 
form  oi  government,  worked  a  rapid  and  incredible  ciiange. — - 
Confidence  was  completely  restored.  Arts,  trade  and  com- 
merce revived.  State  jealousy  was  disarmed  of  all  its  powers 
to  retard  or  destroy  public  proi^jcrity.  in  a  word,  the  happl- 
iiess  and  prosperiy  of  the  nation  were  fixed  on  foundations  as 
durable,  I  hope,  as  the  rock  of  Gibraltar. 

But  it  is  equally  and  undt  niably  true,  that  the  country  v/as 
incomparabiy  more  prosperous  for  seven  entire  years  of  Mr. 
JeiTerson's  adoiinistration,  than  during  the  administration  of 
his  predecessors^.  This  is  a  truth,  a  strong  truth,  deny  it  who 
miT,  which,  if  I  courted  popularity,  I  should  not  dare  to  pro- 
muiga'^^e.  To  many  it  will  appear  little  short  of  blasphemy. — - 
But  whatever  may  be  its  appearance,  and  however  unpopular  it 
raay  be,  I  have  fully  proved,  that  during  those  seven  years,  the 
population,  the  exports,  the  revenues,  the  tonnage,  and  the  do- 
mestic industry  of  the  nation,  made  more  progress  than  they 
had  done  during  the  administration  of  General  Washington; 
and  that  the  debt  was  reduced  with  unparalleled  rapidity.  And 
it  therefore  incontrovertibly  appears  that  the  country  was  more 
prosperous  during  that  period  than  under  the  general's  adminis- 
tration, although  it  had  then  been  highly  prosperous. 

I  trust  I  entertain  a  due  sense  of  the  transcendant  merits  oi 
General  Washington.  He  was  indisputably  a  truly  great  and 
m.)SL  illustrious  character.  His  conduct  during  the  revolution, 
earned  him  a  conspicuous  niche  among  the  sm  dl  but  glorious 
band  of  heroes  who  saved  their  country,  or  who  sacri-iced  their 
lives  in  the  glorious  struggle  to  save  her.  He  r.mks  with  Leo- 
mdas  of  Sparta.  Eparainoiidas- of  Tnebe5,  Cimon  of  Athcn?,. 
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Aired  of  England,  Wallace  cf  Scotland,  Henry  Bourbon  of 
Fiance,  Brian  Boiromhe  of  Ireland,  the  Dutch  PrihCe  of  Or- 
ange,* Gustavus  VaBa  of  Sued.n,  Andrew  Doria  of  Genoa, 
and  others  ol  this  description,  who  hold  the  first  rank  among 
the  benefactors  of  the  human  race.  And  to  those  who  read  the 
statements  o*  the  wretch;  d  nialeiiais  with  wluch  he  had  to  lorm 
his  arraes,  as  may  be  seen  chapter  68,  his  merits  will  be  vastly 
enhanced.  The  miserable  sysum  i>ursued  by  the  early  con- 
gresses, of  trusting  the  fate  of  the  country  to  short  enlistments 
and  to  mililia,  trebled  his  difficulties,  and  trebled  his  merits  in 
struggling  a;;  anst  and  overcoming  them. 

Besides  General  Washingion's  services  during  the  war,  he 
was  eminently  useful  to  his  country  afterwards.  I  feel  per- 
suaded that  I; lit  for  ihe  intluence  of  his  name,  the  federal  con- 
vention would  r,?ver  have  at  reed  on  a  constitution.  Of  this,  it  is 
true,  1  have  no  proot — nor  is  it  fiilly  siisce[){ible  of  proof.  It 
must  eternally  rrst  as  mere  o}  inlcti.  But  eny  man  who  atten- 
tively reads  Lulher  ^Jartir^s  statement  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  convention,  (the  only  {lublished  record)  ami  who  diiiy  con- 
siders the  dilJicuily  they  experienced  to  agree  upon  a  form  of 
government — sad  how  nearly  all  their  efforts  escaped  being 
hb^sted,  even  with  the  udvaulaires  of  General  Washington's  in- 
fiuence  and  exertions,  will  not  regaid  my  opinion  as  verj'  ex- 
travagant. L'ut  1  force  it  on  no  man.  i  farther  believe,  that 
even  after  the  constitution  was  promulgated,  the  influence  of 
his  name  and  support  w'j.s  absolutely  necessary  to  ensure  it  suc- 
cess. It  was  in  great  jeopardy.  The  minorities  in  several  of 
the  state  conventions  were  numerous,  active,  and  influential. — 
There  was.  therefore,  considerable  difficulty  in  setting  tlie  ma- 
chinery of  the  government  in  motion.  It  was  a  truly  arduous 
task.  But  when  once  the  vessel  was  fairly  launched,  the  du- 
ties of  the  pilot  were  quite  easy^ 

With  this  immense  and  solid  stock  of  indisputable  claim  cu 
the  gratitude  of  his  country,  and  on  the  esteem  and  admiration 
of  the  great  and  good  of  our  era  and  of  all  future  ages,  he  needs 
not  any  addition  to  his  fame,  cf  which  the  title  is  not  as  clear 
as  the  noon-day  sun.  And  to  aecribe  to  him,  or  his  councils, 
exclusively,  the  flood  of  prosperity  that  succeeded  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  solid  form  of  government,  would  be  a  radical  er- 
ror rigainst  the  truth  of  history.  As  well  might  we  ascribe  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  when  both  seasons  and  climate  are  favora- 
ble, to  the  vigilance  of  the  steward  who  superintended  the 
plantation,  as  ascribe  t\\e  beneficent  efTects  of  unshackled  and 

*  The  deliverer  of  Hollaed  from  Pliillp  II. 
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jyrotected  lailustry,  to  presidents,  governors,  or  kings.  All  that 
mankind  require,  in  order  to  be  industrious  and  happy,  is  i& 
have  their  property  secure.  And  this  is  the  natural  effect  of 
wise  laws. 

If  the  nations  of  Europe,  oppressed  by  wasteful  and  destroy- 
ing {^'jverataents — at  war  forty  or  fifty  years  oat  of  every  cen- 
tury— curbed  and  constrained  and  controlled  in  their  industry 
by  monopolies,  and  restrictions,  and  grimling  taxes — if,  I  say, 
under  all  these  and  numberless  other  disadvantages,  the  Euro- 
pean nations  make  advances  in  prosperity,  as  is  undeniably 
the  case,  would  it  not  be  inexpressibly  wonderful,  if  we  did  not 
run  rapidly  in  the  same  career — if  we  did  not  outstrip  them  as 
far  13  the  hale,  hearty,  vigorous,  full-blooded  racer  outstrips  the 
stnge  horse,  worn  out  by  hard  service  and  merciless  usage  ? 

A  ship  is,  in  the  technichai  sense,  well  fGund  in  every  res- 
pect. She  has  a  noble  crew.  She  is  in  the  open  sea.  The 
winds  are  perfectly  favoralile.  She  runs  rapidly  before  them. 
She  mikes  nine,  ten,  or  eleven  knots  an  hour.  She  reaches^ 
herdes  ined  port  in  perfect  safety.  Would  it  not  be  ignorance 
or  folly  to  ascribsto  the  skill  of  the  captain  the  rapidity  of  her 
movements  or  the  success  of  her  voyage  ?  It  is  only  when 
the  sky  is  overcast  with  clouds  and  darkness- — when  the  furi- 
ous huiric>\ne  howls  around  the  ship — when  the  waves,  opening 
wide  their  devouring  Jaws,  seem  ready  to  swallow  her  up,  that 
there  is  a  demand  for  the  ejiergy,  the  talents,  and  the  fortitude 
ef  the  mister  of  the  vessel. 

With  due  res  )ect  io  presidents,  and  governors,  and  kings, 
this  is  a  pretty  an:\lon:oas  case  to  theirs.  In  times  of  tranquil- 
lity there  is  little  room  for  a  display  of  the  talents  of  an  exec- 
utive m  i2;isirate  In  a  well-ordt^red  state,  the  laws  may  be  said 
to  execu'e  themBelves.  The  long  train  of  judges,  jurors,  attor- 
m^y  'j:ener  ds,  :n  irsh.ils,  constables;  &c.  are  eteraally  on  the 
alert  to  prevent  iafnctjon. 

It  may  md  will  seem  a  paradox  (I  shall  be  charged  with 
de^ilin^  in  oarad'ixes)  to  ;issert,  as  I  do,  that  at  least  as  much 
talents  are  actually  necessiry  for  a  legislator  as,  in  almost  ev- 
ery case,  for  a  governor,  and,  in  ordinary  cases,  for  a  presi- 
dent. 

In  a  free  representative  government  like  ours,  the  grand, 
controlling,  and  saperem'meat  pover  is  in  the  legislature. — •- 
They  ordain,  direct,  command.  Their  will,  fairly  ex-iressed, 
enforces  o'»edience  equiily  from  the  goverjior  or  president,  as- 
from  the  lov^est  mendie  mt.  If  the  governor  or  president,  aa^ 
the  case  may  be,  dares  to  violate  their  commaads,  he  is  im* 
j>ea€hable» 
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I  return  to  Mr.  Jefferson.  "  But,"  it  will  be  said,  '•  the  pros- 
perity of  the  United  States  was  arrested  during  the  last  year 
of  his  adminislraiion."  Ttiis  1  do  not,  I  cannot  deny.  It  ap- 
pears fully  evident  from  all  the  documents  I  have  given. — 
Whence  arose  this  stagnation  ?    This  is  an  important  inquiry. 

The  ai)plication,  in  1805,  of  the  rule  of  the  war  of  1756, 
bad  made  great  havoc  on  the  trade,  commerce,  and  resources 
of  the  country.  But  they  readily  recovered  from  the  stroke. — 
At  tlie  close  of  1807,  the  French  decrees  and  British  orders 
in  council  went  into  full  operation.  And  they  were  met  by 
our  embargo.  1  have  already  stated,  and  I  hope  there  is  not 
a  man  of  candor  in  Europe  or  America  who  will  doubt  or  de- 
ny (hat  ihese  measures  of  France  and  England  reduced  the 
United  States  to  the  alternative — of  war  with  one  or  both — or 
else  an  embargo.     We  were  literally  hunted  off  the  ocean. 

That  an  embargo  was  less  pernicious  than  war — and  that  it 
was  highly  meritorious  to  try  everj'  other  means  previous  to 
the  horrible  recourse  to  arms,  no  "  fiiend  of  peace"  can  deny. 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  as  the  arrestation  of  our  prosperity 
arose  fram  the  measures  of  France  and  England — and  as  it  has 
never  been  pretended  that  the  American  administration  advi- 
sed or  encouraged  these  povAers  to  adopt  tlieir  orders  and  de- 
crees, it  conclusively  follows  that  the  outcry  against  the  re- 
strictive system  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  these  predatory  and 
ooUvigeoas  measures  rendered  indispensable,  is  utterly  unjust 
and  unfni'nded. 

Tin  re  is  Hnother  mode  of  drcldiuji  this  question.  If  the  de- 
mocratic administration  of  the  gpntral  government  really  carried 
on  hostility  against  commerce, if  had  no  mode  of  displaying  tbat 
hostility  but  by  the  enaction  of  anti-ct)mmercial  laws,  or  the  re- 
ped  of  pre  existing  laws  favorable  to  commerce.  This  is  self- 
evident.  Except  in  this  shape  it  was  as  perfectly  |  owerlcss 
over  commerce  as  a  council  of  Indians  held  in  a  wigw  am.  And 
if  Ihere  were  any  auti  commercial  laws  enacted^  they  must  be 
still  extant-  The  statute  !*ooks  are  every  where  to  he  foind. 
And  1  now  in  the  face  of  the  United  Stales  and  of  Christendom, 
challenge  any  opposer  of  the  adminiat  ration  to  produce  a  single 
law  enacted  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  wiiich 
can  hy  any  man  of  character  be  ascribed  to  hostility  to  com- 
merce. There  is  not  on^.  Nov  was  any  law^  favora!)ie  to 
commerce  repealed.  Let  the  statute  books  be  carefully  ex- 
aaiined,  and  the  laws  brought  to  the  severest  scrntinj'. 

It  would  be  most  extravagant  folly  to  ascril  e  the  law  of  180  6, 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  <  ertain  article?  «/f  Fritish  manu- 
facture, to  the  hostiliiy  of  the  £f  vernmcnl  to  con  n^^u  fs     This 
Jaw  was  enacted  in  consequence  of  the  clamors  and  remon- 
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strances  of  the  commercial  men  themselves,  in  order  (o  induce 
England  to  cease  her  unjust  and  injurious  depredations  upon 
their  commerce. 

We  now  draw  towards  a  close.  We  have  seen,  I  repeat,  (hat 
tlie  population,  the  exports,  the  tonnage,  the  d:»mestic  induslrj', 
and  the  revenue  of  the  nation,  niide  rapid  progress  for  seven 
years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  and  that  during  the 
sam9  period  its  debts  had  most  rapidly  decreased — and  it  ap- 
pears that  no  law  hostile  to  commerce  was  enacted — no  law  (a- 
Vorahle  to  commerce  repealed — mdthat  our  prosperity  contin- 
ued till  it  was  cut  up  by  the  roots  by  foreign  powers — and  how, 
then,  can  a  candid  federalist  so  far  lose  sight  of  justice,  or  pro- 
priety, or  the  holy  rule,  "  do  as  you  would  be  done  by,"  as  to 
charge  to  the  past  or  present  administration  the  consequences 
of  measures  over  which  they  had  no  controul  ?  The  federalists 
would  complain  mast  greivously  were  they  made  responsible 
for  Mr.  Jefferson's  or  Mr.  Madison's  measures.  And  where  is 
their  justice  in  making  Mr.  Jefferson  or  Mr.  Madison  responsi- 
ble for  the  measures  of  Mr.  Percival  or  Napoleon  Bonaparte  ? 

If  I  have  succeeded  to  the  extent  of  my  wishes,  and  indeed 
of  ray  expectations,  to  establish  the  positions  I  have  laid  down 
in  this  chapter,  I  cannot  fail  to  have  rendered  a  sreat  and  last- 
ing service  to  my  fellow-citizens  of  both  descriptions,  federal- 
ists and  democrats. 

The  former  1  shall  have  convinced- of  the  unsoundness  of 
their  to>vering  pretensions  to  an  exclusive  promotion  of  ^he 
prosperity  of  this  nation,  as  well  as  of  the  extreme  injustice 
of  the  strong  and  damning  accusations  they  have  preferred 
against,  and  the  deadly  hostility  they  have  borne  towards,  their 
fellow-citizens,  who  are  wholly  guiltless  of  the  crimes  laid  to 
their  charge.  These  are  important  truths,  deserving  of  their 
most  serious  consideration.  To  pursue  a  course  of  error, 
merely  because  it  has  been  nnfortunately  commenced  through 
inadvertence,  is  worse  than  folly.  To  retract  error  is  mn2Qnn- 
imous.  These  considerations  ought  to  induce  (hem  to  lower 
their  tone,  and  to  regard  their  brethren  with  more  kindness  and 
charity  than  they  have  heretofore  extended  to  them. 

There  is  one  point  which  cannot  be  too  much  or  too  fre- 
queniiy  enforced.  The  federalists  have  been  divested  df  the 
powers  of  the  general  government  for  thirteen  years  and  np- 
wards.  That  entire  period  the}'  have  spent  in  an  uncev^sing 
struggle  to  regain  the  power  they  had  lost.  They  have  soared 
neiiher  pains  nor  expense.  They  possess  large  numbers  of 
men  of  powerful  talents,  which  are  in  constant  requisition  for 
the  purpose.  They  have  greatly  the  superiority  of  newspa- 
pers in  perhaps  all  the  seaport  towns,  owing  to  mercantile  in- 
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fiuence.*  They  have  stru^i;!e:l  in  peace — they  have  stnisrled 
in  war.  They  have  strugglecr  when  tlie  nation  hani'v  iVi  ax- 
ation — they  have  struggled  when  it  vvas  under  the  pressure  of 
taxes  of  the  most  oppressive  kind.  They  have  stmg<£led  N^hile 
■we  wereccvered  with  disgrace,  and  overwhelmed  hydig-s't^r — 
and  they  have  strug2;!ed  when  i  halo  of  glory  S!jrrou'n(le<'  he 
nation.  They  have  struggled  under  every  possilde  varit  i\  of 
circumstances.  They  have  left  nothing  unes?hvel.  In  tJiis 
strugo^ie,  the  country  was  brought  to  the  jaws  of  (perdition.  In 
this  struggle  tJieir  beloved  were  placed  in  the  mortifying  pre- 
dicament that  their  views  were  likely  to  prosper  by  the  defeat 
and  disgrace — and  to  be  utterly  disajipointed  by  the  succes* 
of  their  countrj^  And  in  this  struggle,  some  of  their  leaders 
committed  acts  in  aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy,  which,  un* 
der  any  other  government,  or  in  any  oiher  nation,  would  have 
forfeited  their  lives.  After  all  these  struggles  and  efforts,  they 
are  as  far  as  ever  from  the  attainment  of  the  prize  which  they 
faave  fur  thirteen  years  been  devouring  with  their  longing  eyes. 

And  what  has  been  the  result  of  these  efforts  ?  To  engender 
and  disseminate  a  spirit  of  faction,  the  direst  scourge  that  ever 
cursed  a  country — to  divide  man  from  man — to  demoralize  the 
DvHtion — to  prepare  us  of  late  for  civil  war  and  all  its  horrors — 
to  deprive  themselves  of  all  the  influence  their  numbers,  their 
talents,  and  their  virtues,  would  have  ensured  them— and  to 
place  them  in  the  frightful  situation  of  o})posing  almost  all  the 
measures  of  the  administration,  however  wise  or  salutary — how- 
ever well  calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  and  glory  of  their 
countrj^ 

It  is  time  to  pause^ — to  cast  a  retrospective  eye  on  the  past — 
to  look  fi^rward  for  the  result.  A  very  little  reflection  will  suf- 
fice to  convince  them,  that  if  they  regard  their  honour  as  a  par- 
ty— their  character  in  history — their  duty  as  citizens — and  the 
welf^'re  of  their  country — a  change,  a  radical  change  is  necessa- 
ry. No  man  of  common  sense,  who  pays  attention  to  the  ex- 
isting circumstances  of  the  United  States,  can  persuade  himself 
that  they  have  any  chance  of  regaining  power  unless  by  a  con- 
vulsicn,  of  which  they  would  be  the  earliest  and  greatest  suffer- 
ers, and  which  they  would  have  every  reason  to  curse  mcst  bit- 
terly. And  surely  with  the  wounds  of  bleeding,  gasjing 
F.'ance  before  their  eyes — with  her  groans  in  their  ears — 
they  wo'dd  not  be  so  mad,  so  blind,  so  lost  to  reason^ 
to  common  sense,  to  religion,  to  public  spirit,  to  all  re- 
gard for  themselves   and  their  countjy,  as  to  pursue  power 

*  In  Pill!  ulelrVnia,  t';ere  are  six  federal  aad  two  democratic  papers.    The  pro- 
l^tioais  about  the  same  la  other  cities 
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through  such  a  desperate  road  as  a  convulsion.  If  they  have 
failed  to  gain  ground  in  the  great  States  of  New- York,  Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  when  war,  stagnation  of 
business,  and  depreciation  of  property  of  every  kind,  aided  their 
efforts  to  render  their  adversaries  unj)Opular,  is  it  not  "•  hoping 
against  hope,"  to  calculate  on  producing  this  efteci  when  smiling 
peace  with  her  cornucopia  has  once  more  revisited  our  favored 
Jand  ? 

Let  them  take  the  advice  of  a  political  opponent,  but  a  real 
friend.  Let  them  not  render  a  government,  whose  only  real 
defect  is  its  feebleness,  still  more  feeble,  and  thus  endanger  its 
destruction,  by  a  blind  and  indiscriminate  opposition,  forbidden 
by  every  principle  of  common  sense  and  patriotism.  Let  them 
with  their  utmost  energy  oppose  rJl  impolitic,  injurious,  or  un- 
just measures — but  let  them  yield  a  cordial  and  hearty  support 
to  every  measure  calculated  to  promote  the  public  good.  This 
is  what  constitutes  a  no!>le  and  dignified  oppostion  party.  Let 
them,  if  they  clioose,  use  all  their  efforts  to  regain  the  power 
they  have  lost,  by  fair  and  honorable  means.  Let  them  chari- 
tably regaril  their  political  adversaries  as  intending  to  promote 
the  pu'uiic  good,  even  w^hen  they  believe  them  in  error.  Let 
them  make  allowance  for  luiman  imijerfection,  from  which 
they  are  no  more  exempt  than  rheir  antagonists.  By  this 
course  they  will  mike  more  progress  in  one  year  than  they  have 
in  thirteen  by  intemperate  violence.  This  has  recoiled  and 
will  continue  to  recoil  on  themselves. 

If  I  have  in  this  chapter,  done  a  kindness  to  the  federalists,  i 
have  performed  an  equal  service  to  the  democrats,  by  clearing 
up  satisfactorily  various  points  of  considerable  importance  to 
their  character.  I  hope  I  have  fully  disproved  the  heinous 
charges  adduced  against  them,  of  destroying  the  prosperity  of 
their  country  -charges  which  have  gained  credence  even  aeross 
the  Atlantic,  from  their  frequent  reiteration  here. 


CHAPTER  LXXIV. 

Miscellaneous  facts  and  obseitations. 

In  this  chanter  I  shall  collect  a  number  of  unconnected  facts 
and  observations,  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  introduce  else- 
where. 
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I. 

A  very  moderate  degree  of  knowledge  of  history  or  humas 
affairs,  furnislies  uum'aerless  instunces  of  the  discordance  Le- 
tween  very  plausible  anticipatiuns  and  the  actual  results  on 
which  they  are  predicated  1  ofter  one.  The  best  fiends  of 
this  country  were  ahv.  ys  distressed  at  the  probable  consequences 
of  a  war  ujion  the  southern  states.  It  was  presumed  that  such  a 
state  of  tiiino:s  would  alford  a  faorable  opportunity,  which 
would  be  eagerly  embraced  by  the  siavts,  to  rise  U[:on  their 
mdsters  and  act  over  again  the  horrors  of  St.  Domic  go.  It  was 
not  taken  into  consideration,  that  a  state  of  war  requiring  mar- 
tial preparations  and  arrangements,  would  greatly  add  to  the  fa- 
cility of  crushing  insurrection,  without  in  the  least  adding  to  the- 
means  of  its  organization. 

It  was  also  anticipated  that  the  hardy  and  enterprizing  state 
of  Massacfausetls  would  shew  such  a  bold  front  towaris  an  in- 
vading enemy,  as  to  totally  forbid,  or  at  least  compel  him  to 
abandon  the  attempt. 

The  events  have  falsified  both  calculations.  No  insurrection 
was  attempted,  or  perhaps  thought  of  by  the  slaves.  Georgia, 
a  feeble  southern  state,  acquired  a  high  degree  of  honor  by  the 
war.     It  covered  Massachusetts  with  disgrace. 

II. 

The  attempt  to  impress  men  from  onboard  the  Chesapeake, 
'was  not  th>^  first  outrage  perpetrated  by  the  British  on  an  Amer- 
ican nation  il  ship.  During  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams, 
several  sail«)rs  were,  in  the  West  Indies,  pressed  from  onboard 
the  Baltimore,  a  public  vessel  of  the  United  States. 

III. 

Violent  partizans  have  in  all  ages  believed  the  monstrous 
doctrine,  that  the  end  sanctifies  the  means  :  a  doctrine  the  fruit- 
ful parent  of  numberless  crimes.  This  frequently  leads  |»ar- 
ties  to  adopt  measures  at  which  each  individual  would  have 
shuddered.  Our  country  has  writnessed  various  instances  of 
this  kind.  Among  the  rest,  unceasing  efforts  have  been  made 
by  some  of  the  most  zealous  and  violent  of  the  opposers  of  the 
a  Iministration,  to  persuade  the  pulilic  that  the  late  war  was  a 
measure  concerted  between  Bonaparte  and  our  administration, 
and  for  which  the  former  had  paid  the  latter  liberally.  The 
following  letter,  which  first  appeared  in  the  Boston  Centine). 
was  one  of  the  various  means  employed  for  this  [Rirpose.  And 
had  the  British  agents  in  Paris  entered  into  the  project,  and 
afforded  any  countenance  to  the  accusation,  it  would  have  gain- 
ed universal  credence  among  the  enemies  of  the  administration 
iu  this  coaatry,  and  might  have-produced  serious  consequence? 
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Very  much  to  their  credit  and  to  our  happiness,  they  allowed 
ii  losiiiu  iiiiv-  oiJiivion. 

'   irvIPORT\NT  i.ETTER. 
"  The  origJrial  of  the  letter  from  an   American  gentleman  in  Paris,  of 
which    the  following    h    ati  extract,   has  be'ni  seer,   by  the  editor,  who 
vouches  for  its  having  beeii  faithfuily  copied  therefrom  : — 

Farii,  Nay  26,  18(4. 
"  The  treaty  is  nearly  coiiciuded.  and  we  shall  once  mtH-e  see  all  the 
worlU  iii  peace,  excepting  our  own  country— thanks  to  the  wisdom  ot  the 
democrats  and  the  partizans  of  iionaparte  I  >-ince  the  war  has  been  de- 
clared, lie  has  not  exercised  one  single  act  of  amiiy  or  friendship,  either 
toward  the  nation  or  any  individual,  it  is  very  well  known  by  e-.  ery 
one  here  \vh;>  lias  connexi  ;n  with  the  government,  ihat  ii  uas  by  briuefy 
thai  the.  vottj'-or  ike  war  o'oiahud.  A  geutlemau  employed  m  the  ofiice  of 
the  dopdriment  of  foreign  attair?,  told  me,  that /le  saic  on  the  booka  ihe 
names  of  tat  senators  bribed,  and  ihe  sums  paid  each  of  them  by  Surrunerl !  I 
Ih  ):«e  in  a  short  time  to  be  able  to  procure  a  copy  of  it,  tv;  send  to  you. 
Tiie  '•Jt'i^Htry  was  soil  by  Armstrong  before  he  left  Paris  ;  and  the  war  was 
decide  I  ipoa  ;  and  in  consequence  lie  was  made  secretary  of  war,  the  better 
to  rir-cimf'i'^k  the  diabolical  siistem  !  I  1  i  hope  the  events  which  have  taken 
plays  in  f'-urope  will  enlighten  the  American  people,  and  shew  them 
tiioir  true  iiiterest  ;  and  that  they  will  have  resolution  and  patriotism 
enough  to  disaii>s  from  their  euuncils  mei>  who  have  so  basely  betrayed 
their  country  and  the  confidence  that  was  reposed  in  them  by  their  fel- 
lo'.v-ciiizcns.  This  is  the  first  step  towards  making  an  honorable  and 
durable  peace,  which  must  be  the  desire  of  every  true  American." 

This  letter  was   re  cojiied,  as  a  most  important  document} 
into  a    large  portion  of  the  federal  papers  ! 

IV. 

French  and  English  Influence, 

The  United  States  have  resounded  with  the  charcje  of  French 
influence,  which  I  have  incidentally  touched  upon  in  some  of 
the  preceding  pay;es.  Of  its  existence  a  large  portion  of  our 
citizeas  are  as  thoroughly  satisfied,  as  of  any  of  rhe  demon- 
3tr.itions  in  Euclid.  On  the  subject  of  British  influence  there 
is  an  almost  total  silence,  althotigh  from  the  sameness  of  lan- 
guage, mercantile  intercourse,  and  the  powerful  effects,  iii  our 
cities,  of  British  capital  and  British  Hgents  it  is  i)lain  afkd  pal- 
pable. On  the  liJth  of  January,  1814,  governor  Strong  deliv- 
ered an  address  to  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  in  which 
he  laid  considerable  emphasis  on  a 

"  Proposal  made  by  the  French  emperor,  that  the  congress  at  Prague  «hould 
be  composed  of  plenipotentiaries  from  France,  the  United  States,  Dei.maik.  .nnd 
the  other  allied  princej  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  plenipotentiaries  of  England, 
Prussia,  and  their  allies  on  the  other" 

From  (his  proposal  the  worthy  governor  implied  "  a  connex- 
ion with  France  in  tlie  war"— in  other  words  the  hideous  hy- 
dra of  «  French  influence.'* 
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While  he  thus  sagacioi'sljr  cliscmered  French  influence,  or 
Freuch  connexions,  in  a  ciicumsicince  so  utttrlj  unim|;orliirif, 
js  it  not  asionisiiing  that  he  wholly  u\tilookecl  the  extent  of 
Brilisfi  injiuencc  in  liosion,  the  town  av herein  he  wrote  this  ad- 
diess — .  nci  that  iie  was  as  silent  as  ti»e  grave  aLout  the  enw- 
mous  supplies  ol  specie  at  that  very  tinae  turn. shed  to  tht  liri- 
tisli  nation,  then  at  war  with  his  naiive  cuiinuy — and  riboiitllie 
open,  undissuiseti  intercourse  Cctriieo  on  wilh  the  eiieniy,  and 
Ihe  puolic  sales  of  his  government  bills  / 

V. 

Forgery  of  ships'  papers, 

111  the  enumeration  of  the  grievances  v^liereby  (he  United 
States  were  driven  to  war  wilh  England,  little  has  been  said 
on  the  suiject  of  the  forgei-}-  of  our  nrval  papers,  whereby  our 
flag  was  discredited,  the  Eritlsh  ceninierce  |>iotecied  jnd  ex- 
tended at  our  expense,  and  our  vessels  exp^osed  to  he  indigna- 
tion of  the  other  belligereiiis.  who  must  in  numberless  instances 
have  found  it  impossi!  le  to  discriminate  I  eiween  \essels  tilted 
out  in  Engh'.nd  v^ith  simulated  documents,  and  vessels  filled  out 
bona  tide  in  the  United  States,  ll  is  impossi!  le  to  ^n(\  an  u|>- 
right  mnn  in  the  world  who  will  not  loudlv  and  uiihesitatingly 
condemn  and  execrate  such  an  odious,  such  a  detestable  prac- 
tice. 

Of  the  existence  of  this  practice  no  man  doubts.  But  of 
the  extent  to  which  it  was  carried,  1  believe  very  few  are 
aware.  I  sul  mit  a  few  documents  v\hich  will  throw  light  on 
the  subject — and  leave  it  then  to  the  reader's  reflections. 

Mr.  Brougham,  member  of  Parliament  for  Liverpool,  in  a 
speech  on  the  subject  of  the  orders  in  council,  read  the  follow- 
ing circular  from  a  house  in  Liv  erpocl,  established  to  carry  on 
the  manufacture  of  simulated  papers. 

'*  lArerpcol,  • . 

"Gentlemen — We  lolce  the  liberty  herewith  to  inform -^  cd  tlirt  -we  have  es- 
tablished ourselves  in  this  town  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  C)P  MAR[^G  SIIVIU- 
LATED  PAPERS,  which  we  are  enabled  to  do  in  a  waj  which  wi'l  give  fiuiple 
satisfaction  to  our  employers,  not  only  being  in  possession  of  the  original  docu- 
ments of  the  ships'  paper§,  and   dearances  to  various  pert?,  a  list  of  which  we 

annex;  but  our   Mr.  G- P having  wo^l^ed   with   his  broil, er,  Mr. 

J. B ,  in  the  same  line,  for  the  last  two  years,  and  understanding  all  the 

Ijece?snry  laitguapes. 

-'  Of  any  changf-s  that  may  occur  in  the  different  places  on  the  cortire nt,  we 
are  careful  to  have  the  earliest  inforr  ation,  r,ot  only  from  oui   own  connexions, 

but  from  Mr.  J P ,  who  has   proffered  his  ^ssistanrj-    in  evcr^i  v.-  y    and 

who  ha?  for  some  time  j-a^t  mnde  !simul?t*d  papers  for  !VIe'-r>    B— —  am'  P 

of  this  towf.  to  wV,oif»  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  fiirtiicr  intomQation. 
"  We  remain,  ^c.** 
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Then  foilQWs  a  list  of  about  twenty  place?,  from  and  to  which  they  can  forge 
papers,  liavjog  all  the  clearances  ready  by  them,  for  the  difFereui  public  ageott, 
ti»e  moment  they  reeeive  intelligence  that  any  merchant  may  need  their  assist- 
ance iu  this  scheme  ol  fabrication.* 

From  ike,  Lmdon  Morning  Chronicle,  June  12,  1812. 

*'  To  sliip-brokers,  cu5loin-hou>e  agents,  notaries  public,  merchants,  &c.  SiiTi- 
ulated  papers  and  seai?,  capital  counting  house  6xture3,  20  very  excellent  and 
e"cp>*n=ive  charts  and  maps,  <S,c  — By  Mr.  Sampson,  at  his  warehouse,  16  Size 
lane,  BiickU-rsbury,  on  Thursd.iy  next,  at  II,  by  direction  of  tiie  as.signees 

'•  The  valuable  fixtures  and  fittings  up  of  the  counting  houses.  THJRTV- 
FOUR  BOXES.  COX  rvfNING  SIMULATED  SHIPS'  PAPERS,  A^D 
SEVLSFOR  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES,  various  coloredinks,  foreign  writing 
paper,  &.C  of  Mr  Peter  Vander,  \  A.  merchant,  a  bankrupt,  (removed  from 
hi?  offices,  No.  9,  Water  lane,  Tower-?treet)  comprising  7  mahogany  I  flap  and  3 
flap  counting-house  desks,  book  case,  two  capital  library  and  writing  tables,  with 
drawers,  stamping  and  sealing  pres^jes,  a  patent  in!?tantaneous  light  machine,  an 
6xoellrnt  mahogany  portable  writing  disl,  with  secret  drawers,  two  patent  poly- 
graph?, several  capita]  charts,  amonfrst  which  are  the  Northern  Sea,  the  Catte- 
gr.',  the  A25ofes,  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  Baltic  Pilot,  West  Indies,  British  Chan- 
n'i,  coasts  of  England  and  Holland.  Mediterranean,  Europe,  Asia,  and  Ameri- 
ca, Mcrcaior's  World,  Linrie  and  Wiutlle's  new  map  of  the  British  isles,  on 
spr'uii  rollers  and  boxes,  Carey "'s  universal  atlat,  a  new  I'^dger,  journal  and  waste 
boo':,  five  volumes  of  tlie  beauties  of  England  and  Wales,  and  9a  numbers  of  do. 
six  morocco  leather  cases,  &c.  To  be  viewed  two  diys  preceding  the  sale,  at 
the  broker's  warehouses,  catal'.g:ues  may  be  had  of  Messrs  Sweet  and  Stokes, 
solicitors,  Bausinghall-strect,  and  of  Mr.  Sampson,  IB,  Size  laae,  Bucklers- 
-bury  " 

Exlract  from  the  speech  oj  Mr.  Spooner,  at  a  meeting  in  Birmingham,  Martk 

31,  1»12. 

''  The  evil  that  presses  stronger  upon  my  mind,  as  reppects  the  license  systeiJ^ 
h  the  ^reat  degjradation  it  produces  in  the  national  character.  It  is  lamentable 
tlint  a  nation,  hitherto  standing  high  in  Eoral  estimation,  anxious  to  promote 
true  knowledge,  zealous  to  spread  the  principles  of  pure  religion,  should  thus  lay 
itself  open  to  the  imputation  of  forcing  a  trade  by  fraud  and  perjury,  and  that 
too,  under  the  sanction  of  government  It  must  seriously  aiSict  every  one  zeal- 
fK.A  .or  the  true  honor  and  real  interests  of  his  country,  that  IT  H  AS  BEEN 
ADMLTTED  IN  THE  COURT  OF  AD.MIRALTY,  THAT  UNDER  PRES- 
ENT CIRCUMSTANCES  IT  WAS  NECESSARY  TO  WINK  AT  SIMU- 
LA TED  PAPERS  !  !  !  In  carrying  on  this  trade  the  captain  of  the  vessel  must 
be  Fninished  with  in-o  sets  of  papers  dinmeirically  opposite  to  each  other,  both  of 
n'h'rA  he  mwA  srvear  to  be  true.  He  tnuit  also  smear  at  one  place  that  the  proper Uk 
■is  British,  in  another  that  itis neutral /" 

*  Tn  noticing  this  matter  in  the  house  of  conmions,  Mr.  Stephens,  author  ot 
"  War  in  disguise,"  said,  "  he  would  ask  gentlemen  sincerely,  were  they  pre- 
pared to  abandon  all  trade  to  the  continent  ef  Europe,  on  account  of  those  ob- 
ipc {'ions  in  point  of  morality  which  had  been  stated  by  the  honorable  mover? 
{Mr.  Brougham,]  He  felt  himself  perfectly  ready  to  meet  any  gentleman  upon 
this  ground,  and  he  really  believed  he  wou'd  find  few  who  had  iveakness  enough 
io  tkink^  or  hypocrisy  enough  to  asserts  that  the  whole  trade  of  Europe  ought  to  be 
Ghandnne.d  on  account  of  the  imntGraliiy  of  frauds  necensnrily practised  in  the  car- 
rying it  on.  ^  As  to  the  forging  papers  and  FrpRch  consul^'  certificiles  of  origin 
^le  was  convinced  that  neither  this,  nor  shcTlnt;  fsise  colors  to  the  enemy,  would 
V   npposed  so  srrioijs  ?.n  immorality  as  to  make  us  consent  to  abandon  all  oiir 

P  p 
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In  Liverpool,  in  the  fall  of  1811,  the  price  ol"  forged  papers, 
\\as  as  follovYS : 

I.  s.  d. 

American  Register,                                                                       8  8  0 

Sea  Letter,                                                                                       2  2  0 

Clearance,                                                                                     2  2  0 

Biiib  of  lading,  Tvith  netary's  certificate  of  property,  3  sets,    3  3  0 

I  shall  close  the  subject  with  the  following  judicious  and  lib- 
eral remarks  from  a  London  paper  upon,  and  just  reproljaticn 
of,  this  vile  system,  which  got s  the  full  length  of  demoralizing 
the  mass  of  the  persons  engaged  in  commerce  in  any  nation 
where  it  is  countenanced. 

From  a  London  Paper. 

"  When  we  hear  the  accusation  of  treacherous  neutrals  daily  made  against  the 
American  nation,  we  ought  at  least  to  ii;quiie  whether  it  is  just  befofe  we  give  it 
acy  credence.  If  however,  we  as?i*fV  her  in  obtaining  this  character,  ai.d  reap 
the  advantages  of  the  p:  ostitulion  of  her  flag,  we  ought  to  be  silent.  r^j=>  It  is 
an  undoubted  fact,  and  well  known  to  all  concerned  in  the  Baltic  tiiide,  that 
most  of  the  English  shipy  which  have  gone  to  the  north  of  Euro^^e  for  two  years 
past,  have  assumed  the  American  flag,  and  taken  simulated  papeis,  by  which 
they  have  been  permitted  to  an  enlr>.  The  ger.tral  prevalence  of  this  practice 
produced  a  seizure  of  all  tb.e  ships  under  American  colors,  so  that,  in  naany  in- 
stances, the  neutral  American  merchants  f^uflered.  Jt  was  a  subject  of  remon- 
strance by  Russia,  Dtnmark,  and  Sweden,  to  the  American  consuls  there,  that 
their  neutral  flag  was  thus  unfairly  assumed  by  one  of  the  belligerents.  In  these 
instances,  therefore,  we  have  no  right  to  charge  the  Americans  uith  bad  iaith,  as 
the  adventures  were  commenced  and  ccocludtd  by  English  merchants  in  Eng- 
land." 

YL 

Upstart  pride. 

Among  the  bk  ts  and  blemishes  of  this  country,  "  vpstart 
pride''  ranks  very  high,  and  produces  most  ruinous  consequen- 
ces. 

A  man  comes  to  the  United  States  as  a  redemptioner.  Fy 
his  labor  for  three  or  four  years  in  a  state  of  servitude,  he  de- 
frays the  expense  of  his  passage.  He  afterwards  by  "saving 
cheese-parings  and  ends  of  candles,"  makes  a  little  money. — 
He  marries  a  wife,  a  personage  equalJy  exalted  with  himself. 
They  rake  and  scrape  together  a  few  thousand  dollars,  and 
their  ideas  expand  with  their  enormous  wealth.  They  have 
four,  five,  or  six  sons.  And  it  would  be  too  degrading  to  stoop 
to  make  any  of  them  a  tradesman  or  mechanic.  No.  They 
must  be  all  marchants — or  doctors— or  lawyers.  Hence  we 
are  overrun  with  broken  merchants,  and  hungry  doctors  and 
lawyers :  and  hence  arises  a  most  serious  and  alarming  evil, 
the  removal  of  which  demands  the  efforts  of  all  the  friends  of 
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fheir  country.  There  are,  alas !  thousands  of  estiimble  men 
scattered  through  the  United  States,  whose  talents  and  fortuaes 
would  have  qualified  thetn  for  useful  members  of  society  as 
farmers,  artists,  or  mechanics — but  who  are  actually  thrown 
away  to  themselves  and  the  public  by  being  devoted  to  the 
mej'cantile,  or  legal,  or  medical  profession. 

TiiB  mercantile  profession  being  extravagantly  crowded,  the 
competition  in  our  markets  for  the  productions  of  the  country 
for  export ition,  enhances  the  price  here.  And  the  great  com- 
petition of  sellers  in  the  foreign  markets  sinks  the  price  there. 
Therefore  the  operation  of  this  pernicious  prejudice,  whereby 
one  class  of  our  citizens  is  overstocked,  is  two-fold — its  injuri- 
ous elfects  are  felt  at  home  and  abroad.  To  this  source,  in  a 
great  msasure,  may  be  ascribed  the  extravagant  proportion  of 
bankruptcies  that  have  taken  place  among  the  merchants  in 
this  country,  for  many  years.  The  great  number  of  sea-ports 
in  the  United  States,  wherein  foreign  commerce  is  carried  on, 
creates  such  a  com  letition  in  the  markets  abroad,  as  must  at 
all  times  subject  American  commerce  to  considerable  disad- 
vantage. It  is  therefore  the  height  of  madness  to  extend  or 
iacrease  the  difaCwity  under  whieh  oar  coi3amei"ce  must  thus_ 
constantly  and  inevitably  labor. 

VII. 

Manufactures, 

Many  of  our  citizens  have  been  led  into  egregious  errors  oir 
the  vital  subject  of  the  promotion  and  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures,  by  an  outcry  which  has  been  raised 
against  the  manufacturers,  that  in  all  cases  wherein  legal  pro- 
tection is  atforded  them,  they  take  an  unjust  and  ungenerous 
advantage  of  the  public,  and  enormously  enhance  the  price  of 
their  goods,  whereby  their  fellow-citizens  are  unjustly  laid  un- 
der heavy  contribution.  And  therefore  many  of  our  members 
of  congress  sagaciously  determine  to  let  this  useful  class  of 
men,  who  do  more  to  establish  the  true  independence  of  their 
country,  than  any  other,  struggle  against  the  multifarious  disad- 
vantages under  which  our  infant  manufactures  labor,  in  a  com- 
petition with  the  matured  and  long  established  manufactures  of 
Europe. 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  of  any  more  miserable  error  than 
this,  or  that  comes  with  a  worse  grace  from  those  who  [propa- 
gate it.  Who  are  they  ?  Merchants,  agriculturalists,  house 
owners,  money  lenders,  &:c.  &c. 

Let  us  examine  each  of  these  classes  separately.  I  begin 
with  the  merchant.     V/ hen  he  imports  a  cargo  of  an v  kind 
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wliafever,  does  he  regulate  the  price  by  the  cost  ? — does  he 
diSjil.ny  the  disinteredaess  and  self-deaial  which  he  so  eloquent- 
ly preaches  iip  to  the  niLinufdcturer?  Suppose  he  brings  into 
the  market  an  article  whose  cost  is  one  dollar,  but  which,  from 
its  scarcity  and  demand,  will  sell  for  fifty.  Does  he  hesitate 
to  require  and  insist  on  lifty  ?  Not  an  instant.  And  he  would 
have  no  scruple  to  demdnd  one  hundred,  or  one  thousand,  if 
the  market  would  warrant  it.  Let  the  merchant,  tlien,  never 
rail  against  the  extortion  ot  the  manufacturer.  Let  him  im- 
pose an  eternal  silence  on  his  tongue,  upon  this  topic,  so  preg- 
Hant  with  materials  for  his  own  condemnation. 

Next  ia  order  comes  the  agriculturalist.  And  as  a  large 
portion  of  the  members  of  our  legislative  bodies  is  composed  of 
gentlemen  of  this  class,  the  appeal  has  been  strongly  and  too 
auccessful'y  m:;de  to  their  passions  and  j>rejudices.  And  they 
iVer-iy  re-echo  the  cry  begun  bj'  the  merchauls  against  tiie  pre- 
uory  spirit  of  the  manufacturers.  They  forget  the  strong  pa- 
r.i  ile  of  the  nwjte  and  the  beam.  Su{)po5e  a  farmer  to  bring 
1001)  fMirreis  of  flour  to  a  city  in  a  state  of  famine.     AVIiere  are 

n  his  t>cwels  of  compassion  ?  Where  his  temlerness  for  his 
fediferinj-  fellow  men?  Where  hisahhorrt-r.ce  of  extvKivn  h»h1 
depredntion  ?  Will  he  sell  his  flour  for  the  customary  [>rice  ? 
No.  No.  No.  lie  takes  the  giiage  and  measure  of  the  gene- 
ral distress.  And  in  proportion  to  the  des^ree  of  misery,  and 
JH-fffring,  and  starvation  that  prevails,  he  fixes  his  nrice. 

The  ownf  r  of  houses  and  lauds  comes  next  in  turn.  And  he 
is  in  the  same  predicament  witli  the  niprchant  and  agriculturist. 
He  uniformly  regulates  the  rent  of  his  houses  and  lands  ly  the 
demand,  not*  by  the  cost.  1  have  paid  for  tbe  use  of  a  house 
for  three  months,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fevtr,  at 
least  as  much  rent  as  would  have  been  required  fitr  a  year.  A 
very  small,  narrow  house  \n  Market  street,  Philadelnhia,  v.  b.ic!: 
could  not  hive  cost  two  tijousijad  dollars,  rents  for  one  thcu- 
sand  dollars  per  annimi. 

On  the  snbject  of  the  generosity  of  the  money  lender,  it  is 
needless  to  descant.  Mis  tenderness,  and  mercy,  and  benevo- 
lence, have  so  long  been  the  subject  of  celebrrtion  end  pane- 
gyric by  moral  and  dramUic  ^Aviiers,  and  by  sermonists,  that 
they  cannot  have  escaped  the  observation  of  the  most  sujeiQ- 
cial. 

If  therefore  the  manufacturers  did  really  increase  their  profits 
with  the  increase   of  demand,  it  wouW  not  be  a  ji:st  subject  of 
compb^int,  witii  any  of  the  other  classes  of  society,  who  ex^'ct- 
ly  pursue  this  plan  themselves.     But  it  does  not  follow.  11    1  a 
rise  in  the  price  of  a  mduufactured  article  produces  an  increase 
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of  the  proi^ts  of  manufacturer.  By  no  nieans.  Three  itemg 
regul?.te  the  price  of  manufactures — the  c{«st  of  the  material — . 
the  price  of  la  jour — and  the  protit  of  the  manufacturer.  Now, 
it  13  too  obvious  to  require  enforcement,  that  an  increase  of  de- 
mand always  increases  the  price  of  the  first — ^and  very  frequent- 
ly of  the  second.  Let  us  then  suppose,  that  of  a  yard  of  broad- 
cloth, which  sells  for  six  dollars,  the  raw  material  costs  two — - , 
the  labofir  two — and  that  the  manufacturer  has  a  profit  of  the 
other  t  vo.  If  the  demand  oe  by  any  means  greatly  increased, 
the  price  of  the  wool  may  rise  half  a  dollar — and  of  the  labour 
asm'ich  more.  Thus  the  article  may  be  sold  at  seven  dollars — 
and  the  manufacturer  not  make  more  per  yard — and  less  per 
cent,  than  when  he  sold  at  six  dollars.  This  is  a  random  case 
— but  sufficient  to  elucidate  the  point. 

Against  extortion,  on  the  part  of  manufacturers,  the  public 
have  two  good  safeguards.  One  is,  the  competition  among 
themselves,  which  is  at  all  times  sufficient  to  prevent  imposition 
to  any  very  material  extent.  The  other  is,  the  danger  of  en- 
couraging the  European  articles,  v/hich  are  always  ready  to  be 
poured  into  the  country  in  extravagant  quantities*. 

VIIL 

Excise^ 

The  most  odious  and  oppressive  formin  which  contributions 
can  bejevied,  is,  excise.  However  free  the  constitution  or  laws 
of  a  country  may  be,  those  citizens  or  subjects  on  whom  an  ex- 
cise system  operates,  are,  so  far  as  respects  the  support  of  gov- 
crn;nent,  in  a  state  of  as  much  oppression  as  the  subjects  of  the 
veriest  desijotism  Their  houses  are  liable  to  domiciliary 
visits — the  whole  of  their  business  open  to  the  inspection  of 
tax-gatherers — they  are  subject  to  the  necessity  of  keeping 
their  accounts  according  to  rules  and  orders,  with  which  it. 
is  almost  im.jossible  for  many  of  them  to  comply — and  in  many' 
cases  they  are  liable  to  pains  and'  penalties  for  perjury,  when 
their  intentions  are  perfestly  fair  and  honorable.  And  so  far 
as  respects  property,  despotism  does  not,  I  believe,  exhibit  itself 
under  a  more  frightful  aspect  than  this,  in  any  part  of  Europe, 

That  there  are  cases,  nevertheless,  in  which  it  is  perfectly 
light  and  proper  for  government  to  impose  excises,  and  in 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  citizens  to  submit  to  them  cheerful- 
ly, I  am  satisfied.  And  that  the  situation  of  this  country,  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  congress,  when  the  excise  system  was 
adopted,  was  such  as  loudly  called  for  and  justified  it,  is,  I 
thiak,  equally  clear.    The  people  should  have  borne  a  tax  oa 
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births  or  funerals,  on  the  light  of  lieaven,  or  on  the  air  they 
breathe,  rather  than  submit  to  an  invading  enemy.  And  I 
Uiink  it  was  creditable  to  the  nation,  that  congress  relied  so  far 
on  its  patriotism  as  to  risk  their  popularity  on  a  system  so  ob- 
noxious, which  nothing  hut  dire  necessity  couhl  justify. 

But  when  peace  was  restored — when  the  merest  sciolist  in 
political  economy  must  have  lieen  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the 
impost  would  be  amjily  adequate  to  meet  all  possible  demands 
of  government — it  was  a  most  unpardonable  sin  of  *he  demo- 
cratic majority  not  to  repeal  tliis  most  odious  of  all  the  odious 
forms  of  taxation.  To  continue  the  domiciliary  visists  .of  ex- 
cisemen— and  all  the  revolting  detail  of  this  system,  when  there 
was  so  obvisously  no  necessity  for  it,  and  when  it  could  be 
done  away  without  any  possible  disadvantage,  was  a  gross  de- 
reliction of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  thirteenth  congress — a  dis- 
regard of  the  feelings  and  just  claims  of  a  large  portion  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  that  cannot  fail  to  ensure  them  the  most  unqual- 
ified censure  of  their  constituents.  And  there  is  no  doubt  that 
they  had  political  sins  enough  to  answer  for,  without  this  addi- 
tion to  the  catalogue. 

IX. 
French  Decrees — English  Orders  in  Council. 

I  have  already  several  times  incidentally  touched  on  these 
measures  in  the  course  of  this  work.  But  1  cannot  resist  the 
temptation  once  more  to  raise  my  feeble  voice  against  them  in 
a  few  concluding  observations. 

The  history  of  the  whole  world  may  be  ransacked  in  vain  to 
find  any  parallel  to  these  barefaced  violations  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. They  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  stamp  the  era  through 
which  we  have  passed  with  disgrace  and  disht;nor. 

Two  great  nations — or  rather  the  governments  of  two  great 
nations — strain  every  nerve  for  mutual  destruction.  For  the 
attainment  of  this  object,  there  is  a  most  wanton  and  prodigal 
sacrifice  made  of  human  life  and  human  happiness.  Yet  in  the 
midst  of  this  frightful  devastation,  they  most  [icrfecly  accord  on 
one  point,  which  is,  to  depredate  on  the  property  of  unoffend- 
ing and  unj)rotected  neutrals — or,  in  terms  of  the  Boston  mer- 
chants— **  TO  prey" — yes,  it  is  **  to  prey  itpcn  (he  unproteeied 
property  of  a  friendly  power. ''^ 

O^his,  as  I  have  already  stated  five  or  six  fimes,  is  the  lan- 
|:uag>:'  of  the  merchants  of  Boston,  signed  by  their  committee, 
James  Lloyd,  George  Cabot^  David  Green,  Arnold  Welles, 
John  Coffin  Jones,  and  T.  H.  Perkins,  If  it  be  offeiiSivej  let 
JSiese  gentlemen  answer  for  the  offence. 
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What  is  the  meaning  of  "  to  prey  i'"  Dr.  Johnson,  who  is  in- 
djs})iitahle  lexicographical  authority — telis  lie  \sorld — that— 
"  to  prey,"  is  neither  more  nor  less,  than  "  to  plunder — io  rcb." 

Thus  itapj)ears  that  the  whole  body  of  merchants  ol"  the  town 
of  Boston,  in  1806,  publicly  accused  the  British  government  of 
'■''plundering  and  robbing''^  "  the  unprotected  property  of  a 
friendly  power."  And  no  man  will  pretend  to  deny  that  the 
"  decrees",  were  of  an  equally  '-'•preying^''  character. 

And  what  was  the  palliation  of  this  preying  system  1  France 
constantly  and  earnestly  protested,  that  England  had  begun  the 
trade  of  "'•preying^''  and  that  she  had  only  followed  her  example. 
England  with  equal  vehemence  asseverated  that  the  '•^preying'''' 
liad  begun  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel.  And  on  t^his  misera- 
ble, contemptii)le  pretence,  they  "/fro/f^"  upon  American  pro- 
perty between  them,  to  the  amount  probably  of  thirty  millions 
of  dollars.  In  a  word,it  appears  that  both  parties  regarded  us  as 
unable  to  protect  ourselves,  and  therefore  that  our  commerce 
was  law^ful  "prei/,"  to  avail  myself  once  more  of  the  phraseology 
of  Mr.  Lloyd  and  his  friends. 

It  might  be  thought  impossible  to  add  a  shad'e  to  this  odious 
system.  But  this  is  an  error.  The  last  stroke  of  the  pencil  is 
wanted.  While  each  of  those  nations  "/^rf^/crf"  upon  the  law- 
ful commerce  of  the  United  States  with  her  enemy,  they  carried 
on,  ia  the  midst  of  a  raging  and  devouring  Avar,  a  tralfic  with 
each  other,  erected  on  the  basis  of  fraud  and  perjury,  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  materials  of  which  traffic  arose  from  the 
American  property  "preyed"  upon  by  their  cruisers  !  !  ! ! ! 

The  New- York  merchants  prefer  an  accusation  against  the 
orders  in  council,  full  as  strong  in  substance — but  net  quite  so 
plain  in  style  as  their  Boston  brethren.  They  state  that  "  hav* 
ing  totally  suppressed  the  external  commerce  of  her  enemies.  Great 
Britain  is  counselled  to  appropriate  to  herself  that  of  her 
friaid^.^^  The  term  "  appropriate^^  is  rather  more  Cbester- 
fieldian  than  "  prey.''''  But  it  is,  after  all,  the  same  dish,  a 
little  more  nicely  garnished.  The  privateersman  who  ^'■preyed'" 
upon  the  ^^  improlected  property  of  a  friendly  power"  merely  '■^ap- 
propriated'^ that  property  to  himself. 

That  in  the  whole  world  a  single  man  who  did  not  profit  by 
tliis  system,  should  be  found  to  justify,  or  even  palliate  it,  .is 
amaziug  beyond  expression.  But  that  American  merchants, 
whose  vital  interests  and  whose  country's  dearest  rights  it  cut  up 
root  and  branch,  should  have  taken  this  ground,  as  we  know 
they  have  done,  will  to  our  posterity  appear  as  fabulous  and  as 
rQmaatic  as  the  celebrated  story  of  Don  Beliianis,  of  Greece — the 
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renowned  history  of  Puismus,  Parismanos,  and  Parismenides— 
or  tJu^  'electable  talcs  of  Aladdiu's  woadcifal  lamp,  aod  Sicbad 
the  Sailor. 

li  will  be  asked,  why  discus  this  subject  now  ?  what  purpose 
can  it  ansvvei  but  to  anger  ind  to  inliaie — to  prevent  the  Avounds 
received  and  gi»  en  from  cicatrizing  ?  Ought  not  these  topics  to 
be  buried  in  eternal  oblivion  ?  C^n  his  be  a  proper  time  for 
such  enquiiies  ?  I  answer,  this  is  liie  lime — the  only  time. 
What  purpose  "would  the  discussion  have  answered  during  the 
violence  and  turbulence  of  war  ?  A  period  of  peace  is  precisely 
the  time  to  investigate  the  question,  all  important  to  the  United 
States,  whether  the  rights  of  neutral  nations  are  to  be  held  bj'  the 
tenure  of  the  forbearance,  the  moderation,  the  justice,  the  generos- 
ity of  belligerents — a  tenure,  or  a  precariousoess  whereof  we  have 
had  so  many  admonitory  examples — or  whether  the  rights,  the 
sovereignty,  the  trade,  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations  shall  be 
treated  by  belligerents  with  the  respect  to  which  they  are  enlitlefi. 
This  is  a  glorious  theme  for  enlighied  men  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic — woithy  of  a  Milton,  a  Grotius,  a  Pufiendorff,  of  a 
Henry,  a  Dickiusou,  or  a  Franklin. 


THE  END 
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